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"77/t^  history  of  a  nation  is  best  told  in  tfic  lives  of 
its  people.'' — MaCAL'LAY. 


PREFACE. 

The  present  age  is  happily  awake  to  the  duty  of  writing  its  own  records,  set- 
ting down  what  is  best  worth  remembering  in  the  Hves  of  the  busy  toilers  of  to- 
day, noting,  not  in  vainglory,  l^ut  with  an  honest  pride  and  sense  of  fitness,  things 
worthy  of  emulation,  that  thus  the  good  men  do  may  live  after  them.  The  ac- 
counts here  rendered  are  not  buried  talents,  but  of  used  ability  and  opportunity. 
The  conquests  recited  are  of  mind  over  matter,  of  cheerful  labor  directed  by  thought, 
of  honest,  earnest  endeavor  which  subdues  the  earth  in  the  divinely  appointed 
way.  "The  great  lesson  of  biography,"  it  is  said,^  "is  to  show^  what  man  can  be 
and  do  at  his  best."  A  noble  life  put  fairly  on  record  acts  like  an  inspiration,  and 
no  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelligent  public. 

In  this  ^-olume  will  be  found  a  record  of  man}-  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty, 
by  industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with 
limited  advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and 
women,  with  an  influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land.  It  tells  of  men  wdio  have  risen  from  the  low^er  w^alks  of  life  to  eminence  as 
statesmen,  and  w'hose  names  have  become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every 
walk  of  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and  records  how  that  success  has  unsu- 
ally  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  those  w^ho,  not  seeking  the  applause  of 
the  world,  have  pursued  the  "even  tenor  of  their  w^ay,"  content  to  have  it  said  of 
them,  as  Christ  said  of  a  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy,  "They  have  done 
what  they  could."  It  tells  how^  many,  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  man- 
hood, left  all,  and  at  their  country's  call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  to  die,"  and 
how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace  once  more  reigned  in 
the  land. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume,  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred 
treasure,  from  the  fact  that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way 
into  public  record,  and  which  would  otherwise  be  inaccessible,  (ireat  care  has 
been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  w'ork,  and  every  opportunity  possible  given 
to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written;  and  the  pub- 
lishers flatter  themselves  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors 
of  consequence. 

Yours  respectfully, 

HOBART  PUBLISING  COMPANY. 

July.   TQ06. 
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OF 


HENRY   COUNTY 


CAPTAIX     WARREN    BECKWITH. 

Captain  Warren  Beckwith.  whose  in- 
tense and  well  directed  efforts  have 
brought  him  into  close  connection  with 
many  lines  of  actix'iy  of  far-reaching  ef- 
fect so  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  de- 
termine which  has  been  the  most  impor- 
tant chapter  in  his  life  history,  is  now- 
living  retired  in  Monnt  Pleasant  although 
he  yet  has  financial  investments  in  a  num- 
ber of  paying  enterprises.  He  was  born 
at  West  Henrietta.  Monroe  county.  New 
York,  January  21.  1833,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  L.  and  Sarah  E.  (Winslow) 
Beckwith.  The  ancestry  of  the  family  can 
be  traced  back  to  1635,  when  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  Beckwiths  came  to  America  and 
founded  .one  of  the  early  colonial  families. 
In  1760  representatives  of  the  name  re- 
moved to  New  Brunswick,  but  later  gen- 
erations of  the  family  returned  to  the 
United  States.  George  L.  Beckwith  w-as 
a  farmer  at  West  Henrietta  and  there  re- 
mained until  the  time  of  his  death,  devot- 
ing his  entire  life  to  agricultural  ])ursuits. 

Captain  Beckwith  of  this  review,  one 
of  a  family  of  six  children,  was  educated 


in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town 
until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  became  a 
student  in  Monroe  Academy,  at  East  Hen- 
rietta, and  subsequently  attended  Lima 
Seminary,  where  he  completed  his  school 
life  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  Then  en- 
tering upon  his  business  career  he  joined 
an  engineering  party  in  the  construction 
of  the  Genesee  Valley  Railroad,  now  that 
part  of  the  Erie  system  extending  north- 
ward from  Coming.  In  December,  1854, 
on  the  opening  of  that  state.  Captain  Beck- 
^vith  \\ent  to  Kan.sas  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  a  town  company  of  which  General 
Lyons  was  the  executive  officer.  Eor  this 
company  he  laid  out  Pawnee  City,  near 
Fort  Riley.  Go\ernor  Reeder  agreed  t(^ 
make  the  new  town  capital  of  the  state  if 
the  company  would  erect  a  building  in 
which  the  legislature  elected  in  Novem- 
ber could  meet.  The  site  of  the  town  was 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from 
the  Missouri  river,  and  the  company  cut 
timber,  quarried  the  stone  and  erected  a 
building  which  was  completed  in  June. 
18^5.  It  was  a  two-story  stone  structure, 
the  ruins  of  which  are  still  seen  within  the 
reservation  at  Fort  Rilev.     The  rebel  leg- 
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islatiire  held  a  day  session  there  but  at 
that  trae  the  Kansas  war  ^^■as  inaugurated 
and  the  building  was  not  used  further. 

His  work  being  completed  in  Kansas, 
Captain  Beckwith  came  to  Iowa  in  the 
spring  of  1856,  and  assisted  in  locating 
the  line  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Ouincy  Railroad  from  Ottumwa  to  the 
Missouri  river,  acting  as  transit  man  for 
a  year.  He  was  in  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany in  the  construction  and  train  depart- 
ment until  June,  i860,  and  was  thus  a  fac- 
tor in  the  early  de\'elopment  of  Iowa  for 
no  interest  is  of  greater  value  toward  the 
upbuilding  of  a  state  than  railroad  con- 
struction for  rapid  transportation  facili- 
ties bring  it  into  close  touch  with  the  older 
east  and  make  possible  the  securing  of  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  known  to  the  older 
settled  districts.  At  the  date  mentioned, 
however,  Mr.  Beckwith  withdrew  from 
railroad  interests  and  with  a  partner  pur- 
chased two  thousand  sheep  and  some 
horses,  with  which  he  started  for  Texas. 
Driving  across  the  country  they  reached 
the  vicinity  of  Houston  in  December, 
i860,  and  remained  there  until  July,  1861, 
when  Captain  Beckwith  sold  his  interest. 
The  venture,  however,  did  not  prove  finan- 
cially successful.  He  got  out  of  it  money 
enough  to  bring  him  home,  and  to  take 
passage  on  a  flatboat  from  Galveston  to 
New  Orleans,  where  he  landed  on  the  4th 
of  July,  thence  proceeding  by  rail  to 
Cairo,  where  he  arrived  on  the  8th  of  the 
same  month.  He  was  the  first  northern 
man  to  make  his  way  through  for  a  month 
for  the  Civil  war  had  been  inaugurated. 

In  September  following,  Captain  Beck- 
with responding  to  his  countn^'s  need  en- 
listed for  service  in  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cav- 


alr}^.  and  in  November  of  the  same  year 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  battallion 
adjutant.  In  April,  1862,  he  joined  Gen- 
eral Curtis  in  Missouri  and  marched 
with  him  through  Batesville  and  Jackson 
Port  to  Hannibal.  Alissouri,  arriving  at 
the  latter  place  in  the  middle  of  July.  In 
August  he  was  made  regimental  adjutant 
and  in  October  regimental  quartermaster, 
and  his  promotion  to  the  captaincy  of 
Company  C  came  on  the  ist  of  January, 

1863.  The  regiment  went  with  Grant  to 
Vicksljurg,  crossing  below  Grand  Gulf 
and  coming  up  in  the  rear  of  the  city. 
Captain  Beckwith  was  thus  in  service  in 
Vicksburg  and  throughout  the  state,  and 
remained   there   until   the    ist   of   March, 

1864,  engaging  in  the  meantime  in  various 
raids  including  the  Meridian  raid  and  the 
raid  eight  hundred  miles  to  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  in  September,  1863.  After 
being  granted  a  veteran  furlough  he  re- 
turned to  Memphis  in  May,  1864,  and  was 
engaged  in  frustrating  the  advance  of  For- 
est, who  attempted  to  approach  in  the 
rear  of  Sherman's  army  then  on  the  march 
to  Atlanta.  He  also  participated  in  pur- 
suit of  Pierce  through  Missouri,  the  regi- 
ment marching  two  thousand  miles  in 
ninety  days  and  following  the  rebel  com- 
mander from  St.  Louis  w^estward  to  Kan- 
sas City  and  on  past  Fort  Scott,  Fayette- 
ville.  Arkansas  and  the  Arkansas  river. 
The  Union  troops  then  returned  to  St. 
Louis,  capturing  two  division  generals, 
■Marmaduke  and  Cabel,  also  two  thousand 
prisoners  in  a  grand  mounted  charge  on 
the  prairie.  After  this  event  they  then 
joined  General  Wilson  on  the  Tennessee 
river,  reaching  Gravelly  Plains  in  Febru- 
arv.    where   the   united    forces    formed    a 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


13 


guard  of  fifteen  thousand  mounted  men. 
They  then  started  on  a  march  southward 
through  Alabama,  captured  Selma,  Mont- 
gomer}',  Cokimbus  and  Macon  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  last  battle  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi at  Columbus,  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1865.  This  was  after  Lee  surrendered 
and  they  reached  Macon  on  the  20th  of 
the  month,  where  news  of  the  fall  of  the 
Confederates  was  received.  Following 
the  surrender  of  the  rebel  forces,  the  Un- 
ion troops  were  stationed  at  Atlanta  un- 
til the  last  of  August,  when  Captain  Beck- 
with  and  his  entire  regiment  were  mus- 
tered out.  He  had  the  usual  experiences 
tliat  are  meted  out  to  the  soldier,  taking 
part  in  long,  hard  marches,  difficult  skir- 
mishes and  hotly  contested  engagements, 
in  which  his  valor  was  many  times  put  to 
the  test. 

Following  his  arrival  home  Captain 
Beckwith  was  immediately  appointed  as 
roadmaster  for  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  its  consolidation  with  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Ouncy  system  in 
1872.  He  was  then  made  superintendent 
of  the  work  of  the  consolidated  road  and 
thus  served  until  1879,  when  on  account 
of  ill  health  he  resigned.  In  that  year  he 
turned  his  attention  to  contracting  and 
manufacturing  the  famous  western  wheel 
scraper,  erecting  a  factory  for  this  pur- 
pose at  Mount  Pleasant.  The  business 
had  already  become  an  extensive  one  and 
Captain  Beckwith  was  the  owner  of  one- 
half  of  the  original  patent.  A  company 
was  organized  consisting  of  C.  H.  Smith, 
Warren  Beckwith  and  Dr.  A.  W.  Mc- 
Clure,  and  the  manufacture  was  for  some 
years  carried  on  in  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
was  the  largest  enterprise  ever  conducted 


here,  and  on  the  removal  took  about  two 
hundred  families  with  it. 

In  1892,  however,  the  business  was  re- 
moved to  Aurora,  because  of  the  inter- 
state commerce  law.  There  an  extensive 
plant  was  erected  and  in  fact  it  is  the  larg- 
est factory  in  the  world  manufacturing 
grading  machinery,  giving  employment  to 
five  hundred  men  for  eleven  hours  per  day, 
while  its  output  is  shipped  to  all  parts  of 
the  world.  At  the  present  time  the  com- 
pany is  building  cars  for  the  Panama 
canal.  They  also  have  a  plant  at  Har- 
vey, Illinois,  employing  four  hundred  men 
in  the  same  line.  Captain  Beckwith  is 
secretary  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
company  which  is  a  close  corporation.  It 
is  a  splendidly  successful  factor^^  the  busi- 
ness having  gained  world-wide  fame  and 
recognized  as  a  most  important  and  valu- 
able enterprise.  Its  successful  manage- 
ment and  conduct  is  attributable  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  business  sagacity,  keen 
discrimination  and  enterprise  of  Captain 
Beckwith  who  has  realized  therefrom  a 
handsome  fortune.  He  has  likewise  aided 
in  organizing  the  Inland  Coal  Company, 
of  which  he  is  director  and  which  is  op- 
erating a  mine  in  Lucas  county,  Iowa.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  W^estern  Clay  Ballast 
Company  and  other  important  industrial 
and  commercial  enterprises,  making  judi- 
cious investment  in  business  interests 
which  have  yielded  a  paying  return.  He  is 
not  active  in  the  management  of  any  of 
these  at  the  present  time,  but  for  his  own 
diversion  and  occupation  he  has  a  fine 
farm  of  six  hundred  acres  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, on  which  are  found  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  head  of  pure-bred  Hereford 
cattle  and  standard  trotting  horses.  He 
employs  a  regular  trainer  and  has  an  ex- 
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cellent  track.  His  Herefords  are  consid- 
ered one  of  the  finest  herds  in  the  state, 
and  his  interest  in  agricuUural  pursuits 
gives  him  a  pleasing  source  of  recreation. 
Captain  Beckwith  is  Hkewise  the  owner 
of  a  beautiful  home  on  West  Monroe 
street.  He  was  married  in  1863  to  Miss 
Luzenia  W.  Porter,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  a 
daughter  of  Colonel  A.  B.  Porter,  one  of 
the  pioneer  residents  of  this  city,  and 
whose  sketch  appears  on  anotlier  page  of 
this  work.  Mrs.  Beckwith  passed  away  in 
1880,  leaving  five  children,  who  reached 
mature  years :  Everett,  who  is  now  in 
Chicago,  connected  with  the  Austin  Man- 
ufacturing Company;  Orville,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  quarry  business  at  Mount 
Pleasant;  Emily,  at  home;  Florence,  who 
died  in  1896;  and  Warren  W.,  of  Green 
Bay,  Wisconsin.  In  1882  Captain  Beck- 
with was  again  married,  his  second  un- 
ion being  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Porter,  a 
sister  of  his  former  wife.  She  has  become 
well  know^n  as  a  member  of  the  library 
board  and  also  as  editor  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Republican.  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Beckwith  hold  membership  in  the  Episco- 
pal church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  ves- 
tr}'man  and  he  also  belongs  to  Mount 
Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  a  meml3er  of  the 
commandery  of  Iowa,  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
In  politics  a  stalwart  republican,  he  has 
teen  active  in  the  work  of  the  party  and 
has  frequently  attended  its  conventions 
and  sensed  on  its  executive  committees.  In 
1900  he  was  made  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional convention  which  met  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  nominated  ]McKinley  and  Roose- 
velt. He  has,  however,  never  been  an  as- 
pirant for  office  himself,  preferring  to  per- 


form his  public  service  as  a  private  citi- 
zen. His  life  has  been  one  of  signal  use- 
fulness and  activity.  He  who  formulates 
a  plan  or  institutes  a  work  that  has  effect 
upon  the  general  welfare,  the  business  de- 
velopment, the  political  stability  or  the 
social  or  moral  progress  is  of  use  to  his 
fellow  men  and  his  value  is  reckoned  by 
the  extent  to  which  his  services  reach  out. 
Judged  in  this  light  Captain  Beckwith 
has  lived  a  most  useful  life,  being  con- 
nected with  or  promoter  of  business  indus- 
tries of  far-reaching  effect.  In  citizenship 
being  equally  loyal  and  interested  he 
stands  today  as  a  representative  of  a  high 
type  of  American  manhood  and  his  ca- 
reer is  an  honor  to  the  state  and  to  the 
people  who  know  him. 

Later  Catpain  Beckwith  died  after  a 
brief  illness,  July  17,  1905,  and  was  in- 
terred on  his  family  lot  at  Forest  Home 
cemeteiw. 


GEORGE  C.   VAN   ALLEN. 

George  C.  Van  Allen,  deceased,  who 
in  the  face  of  opposing  circumstances  and 
unfavoring  environment  that  would  have 
utterly  discouraged  a  man  of  less  reso- 
lute spirit,  advanced  to  a  position  of  prom- 
inence in  the  business  world  and  was  for 
many  years  recognized  as  a  leading  and 
representative  citizen  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
was  born  July  6,  1830,  on  the  north  shore 
of  Pillar  Point,  in  Jefferson  county,  New 
York.  He  was  descended  from  Holland 
ancestry  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
Empire  state  from  colonial  days,  and  he 
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claimed  descent  from  three  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  Increase  Child,  Robert  Ackerman 
and  Cornelius  Van  Allen.  His  parents 
were  Cornelius  and  Lory  Ann  (Acker- 
man)  Van  Allen,  who  in  1831  removed 
from  the  birth  place  of  our  subject  to  a 
farm  overlooking  the  Black  River  bay, 
across  the  waters  of  which  could  be  seen 
Madison  barracks,  where  General  Grant 
was  once  quartered  and  the  village  of 
Sacket  Harbor,  famous  in  connection  with 
one  of  the  early  battles  of  the  second  war 
with  England,  occurring  there  in  May, 
18 13.  The  father  purchased  this  farm 
and  upon  the  homestead  there  George  C. 
Van  Allen  was  reared  to  manhood.  He 
was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
nine  of  whom  reached  adult  life:  Martin, 
who  is  now  deceased;  Sarah  H.,  widow  of 
General  D.  B.  White,  also  now  deceased; 
Lory  Ann,  the  w^idow  of  George  Hoover, 
and  a  resident  of  Chicago,  Illinois;  Cath- 
erine Grinnell.  who  married  G.  G.  Grin- 
nell.  now  deceased,  and  lives  at  Mayfair, 
Cook  county,  Illinois;  Mrs.  C.  M.  Beck- 
ford,  of  Hampton,  Virginia,  the  widow  of 
Selwyn  E.  Beckford ;  Cornelius  A.,  for- 
merly a  real-estate  dealer  of  Effingham, 
Illinois,  now  deceased  ;\\^illiam  a  surveyor 
of  Ukiah,  California;  and  Florence  O., 
the  wife  of  J.  J.  Baulch.  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

Reared  upon  his  father's  farm  George 
C.  Van  Allen  attended  the  country  schools 
and  at  different  times  worked  at  the  vil- 
lage and  in  the  ship  yards.  He  was  also 
engaged  at  intervals  at  hauling  heavy  tim- 
bers from  the  forests  to  the  place  of  ship 
building.  He  formed  a  strong  attach- 
ment for  the  water  for  it  afforded  him 
pleasure  as  a  boy  and  ga\'e  him  opportu- 


nity to  earn  a  living  as  a  man  in  the  early 
days  before  transportation  by  means  of 
the  water  ways  was  supplanted  by  the 
railroads.  While  still  quite  a  young  man, 
Mr.  Van  Allen  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  home  locality, 
and  then,  anxious  to  promote  his  own  edu- 
cation, became  a  student  in  Falley  Semi- 
nary, in  Fulton,  New  York.  He  after- 
ward matriculated  in  the  old  Wesleyan 
University  in  Middletown,  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  a  member  of  a  secret  society 
organized  by  a  few  congenial  spirits,  in- 
cluding William  and  Andrew  Roe,  O.  W. 
Powers,  Mr.  Bailey  and  David  J.  Brewer, 
the  names  of  whom  have  since  become 
known  throughout  the  countiw  in  connec- 
tion with  successful  accomplishment  in 
different  lines.  The  last  mentioned,  then 
a  most  modest  young  man.  obtained  ele- 
vation to  the  bench  of  the  United  States 
supreme  court. 

After  having  spent  a  little  less  than 
two  years  as  a  student  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 
Van  Allen  was  obliged  to  return  home. 
He  had  made  a  creditable  record  in  his 
classes,  and  moreover  he  was  a  close  and 
discriminating  student  forming  his  own 
opinions  as  based  upon  the  subject  matter 
before  him.  and  his  own  intellectual  dis- 
crimination. A  few  weeks  were  passed  in 
recuperating  at  his  old  home  at  Pillar 
Point  and  then,  with  the  little  capital  at 
his  command.  Mr.  Van  Allen  started 
westward  by  way  of  the  Great  I^kes.  He 
found  the  trip  a  delightful  one.  which  gave 
him  broader  ideas  of  the  ways  of  the  world 
and  its  peojiles  than  he  had  ever  obtained 
from  books.  Detroit  and  Milwaukee 
were  beautiful  cities  even  at  that  time,  but 
Chicago    was  a   dirty   little   village    with 
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broken  sidewalks  and  muddy  streets,  yet 
with  a  citizenship  even  then  characterized 
for  remarkable  enterprise  and  achievement. 
Mr.  Van  Allen  continued  on  his  way  to 
Dubuque,   Iowa,  with  the  expectation  of 
securing  employment  as  a  surveyor  there, 
but  failing  in  this  he  accepted  the  aid  of 
an  old  friend,   George  Rogers,  who  was 
instrumental  in  obtaining  for  him  a  posi- 
tion as  bookkeeper  in  the  office  of  the  Du- 
buque Herald,  at  that  time  published  by 
J.     B.     Dorr,   aftenvard   colonel    of    the 
Eighth  Iowa  Cavalr\'.     In  the  following 
spring  Mr.  Van  Allen  obtained  employ- 
ment with  the  firm  of  Webb  &  Higby,  sur- 
veyors, and  later  was  with  Charles  Smith, 
local  engineer  of  the  Dubuque  &  Pacific 
Railway,  while  in  July  following,  through 
the  influence  of  his  brother,   Martin,  he 
secured  a  still  better  position  in  the  land 
department  of  the   Illinois   Central   Rail- 
road, which  he  represented  in  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota  and  Iowa.     On  the  ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1857,  he  was  promoted  and  sent  to 
Effingham,    Illinois,   two  hundred    miles 
south  of  Chicago  on  the  Illinois  Central 
road  to  sell  the  company's  lands,  and  by 
the  I  St  of  October  had  disposed  of  realty 
to  the  amount  of  tliirteen  thousand  acres. 
The   unsettled   condition   of   the   state   at 
that  time  is  indicaed  by  the  fact  that  in 
an  hour's  ride  on  the  cars  one  could  hardly 
see  a  dozen  houses,  save  for  the  few  at 
the  scattered  stations. 

It  was  while  thus  engaged  that  Mr. 
Van  Allen  was  married  on  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, 1857,  in  Scriba,  New  York,  to  Miss 
Jennie  M.  Wright,  who  had  been  his  class- 
mate at  Fulton,  New  York.  A  lady  of 
superior  culture  and  innate  refinement  as 
well  as  of  intelligence,  she  made  his  home 


a  happy  one  and  their  married  life  was 
most  congenial.  In  October  following 
their  marriage  there  came  the  great  finan- 
cial crash  memorable  in  the  history  of  the 
country.  Business  was  largely  suspended 
in  all  lines,  land  sales  were  discontinued 
and  payments  were  stopped,  and  many 
who  had  attempted  to  establish  new  homes 
in  the  west  were  obliged  to  seek  their  old 
places  of  location.  In  this  financial  dis- 
aster Mr.  Van  Allen's  loss  amounted  to 
about  six  thousand  dollars  and  he  found 
it  again  necessary  to  take  up  the  prac- 
tice of  surveying  in  order  to  provide  for  . 
his  famil)^,  but  he  was  ambitious  and  de- 
voted his  leisure  hours  to  reading  law. 
Removing  to  Watertow^n  New  York,  in 
the  fall  of  1859,  he  there  spent  two  years 
in  the  office  of  Judge  E.  W.  Hubbard, 
who  had  recently  retired  from  the  supreme 
bench  of  the  Empire  state.  Through  the 
succeeding  two  years  Mr.  Van  Allen  was 
for  a  part  of  the  time  a  student  in  the  Al- 
bany Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  degree  of  counsellor  at  law  before  the 
supreme  court  of  New  York  at  the  regular 
term  in  April,   1861. 

Attracted  by  the  west  and  its  possibili- 
ties, having  become  imbued  with  a  strong 
attachment  for  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try, Mr,  Van  Allen  soon  afterward  re- 
turned to  Chicago  and  thence  went  to 
Kenosha  but  the  progress  of  the  Civil  war 
was  detrimental  to  the  establishment  of  a 
new  business,  and  after  spending  a  few 
months  in  the  office  of  Judge  Pettitt  ]\Ir. 
Van  Allen  accepted  the  superintendency 
of  the  high  school  in  Plover,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1862.  At 
that  date  he  went  to  Burlington,  and  was 
engaged  on  the  survey  of  the  Burlington 
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&  Missouri  River  Railway,  from  Ottum- 
wa  to  Chariton.  At  the  close  of  the  sea- 
son he  located  in  Mount  Pleasant,  where 
he  began  compiling  records  for  the  exam- 
ination of  title,  and  from  that  time  until 
his  death  he  maintained  his  residence  in 
this  city,  and  was  a  factor  in  its  business 
life,  giving  his  attention  largely  to  the 
abstract  business,  which  is  one  of  the  im- 
portant branches  of  the  law.  In  1883  he 
suffered  a  loss  of  two  thousand  dollars 
through  a  disastrous  fire,  but  every  ob- 
stacle and  difficulty  in  his  path  seemed  but 
to  serve  him  as  an  impetus  for  renewed 
labor,  and  he  at  once  began  the  arduous 
task  of  re-writing  his  books. 

In  1 89 1  ]Mr.  Van  Allen  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
died  on  the  27th  of  Januaiw.  leaving  a 
son,  Alfred  M.  Van  Allen,  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  On  the  26th  of 
October,  1893,  the  father  was  married  to 
Aliss  Anna  L.  Watters.  In  the  social  life 
of  the  city  he  has  occupied  a  position  of 
prominence  that  is  always  accorded  in  rec- 
ognition of  true  worth,  intelligence  and 
culture,  winning  his  friends  from  among 
the  best  citizens  of  Mount  Pleasant.  His 
political  allegience  w^as  given  to  the  re- 
publican party  from  the  time  of  its  organ- 
ization and  although  without  aspiration 
for  office  himself,  he  labored  cpietly  but 
untiringly  and  efficiently  for  the  interests 
of  others  and  for  the  party's  success.  Al- 
though reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  on  his  removal  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  his  wife  being  a  commu- 
nicant of  the  latter  denomination  As- 
sociated with  various  lines  of  public  inter- 
est and  activity  he  gave  tangible  support 


to  every  movement  which  he  believed 
would  contribute  to  the  general  good  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  4th  of  September,  1902.  He  was 
a  man  of  action  rather  than  of  theory-,  and 
yet  he  took  no  important  step  in  life  with- 
out due  consideration.  He  held  friend- 
ship inviolable,  the  duties  of  the  home  sa- 
cred and  with  a  sense  of  conscientious  ob- 
ligation performed  every  task  which  de- 
volved upon  him  in  connection  with  citi- 
zenship or  public  trust. 


WELLINGTON   BIRD,   M.   D. 

No  biographical  review  of  Henry  coun- 
ty would  be  complete  without  mention  of 
Dr.  Wellington  Bird,  deceased,  who  for 
many  years  was  a  leading  representative 
of  the  medical  fraternity  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant and  the  surrounding  districts.  He 
came  here  at  a  day  when  the  practice  of 
medicine  was  frought  with  man}-  personal 
hardships  and  difficulties,  necessitating, 
long  rides  with  sparsely  settled  districts 
over  poor  roads.  He  was  born  in  Colum- 
biana county,  Pennsylvania,  in  181 7.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  W^illiam  Bird,  the  fa- 
ther, was  a  resident  of  Columbiana  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  and  there  followed  the 
blacksmith's  trade  for  many  years  but  in 
old  age  he  and  his  wnfe  came  to  the  west 
and  died  at  the  home  of  their  son,  Dr. 
Bird,  in  Mount  Pleasant. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity  Dr.  Bird 
began  his  education.     His  father  desired 
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that  he  should  learn  and  follow  the 
blacksmith's  trade  but  this  did  not  prove 
congenial  and  giving  up  the  work  he  en- 
tered a  store.  While  thus  employed  he 
devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  reading 
and  studying.  His  employer  noticing  this 
asked  his  purpose,  and  finding  that  he 
wished  to  become  a  physician,  said  that 
he  would  give  him  the  necessary  assist- 
ance, and  did  so,  sending  him  to  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  about 
1840.  He  then  located  for  practice  at 
Fredericktown,  Ohio,  and  his  capability 
in  accordance  with  the  standard  of  med- 
ical practice  at  that  time  brought  him  a 
good  patronage.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Thornton,  of  Columbiana  count}',  Penn- 
sylvania, and  they  began  their  domestic 
life  at  Fredericktown,  where  they  resided 
for  a  brief  period,  after  which  they  came 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  arriving  here  in  the 
year  1849.  He  was  the  first  regularly 
educated  physician  to  enter  upon  practice 
here,  and  for  many  years  he  continued  as 
a  follower  of  his  chosen  calling,  devoting 
his  time  and  energies  to  the  active  work 
of  the  profession  until  within  a  few  years 
of  his  death.  As  is  usual  in  a  frontier 
community  he  had  a  large  country  prac- 
tice which  called  him  to  the  four  corners 
of  the  county,  occasioning  him  to  make 
long  drives  through  the  hot  summer  sun 
or  the  winter's  cold.  He  regarded  no  per- 
sonal discomfort  or  sacrifice  on  his  part 
too  great  if  it  would  enable  him  to  alle- 
viate human  suffering  or  restore  health 
and  through  his  scientific  interest  in  the 
profession  and  his  desire  to  gam  a  com- 
petence through  years  of  practice  he  dis- 
played broad  humanitarian  principles  and 


deep  sympathy.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war  he  became  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  but  later  resigned 
on  account  of  his  age. 

Dr.  Bird  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Forest  Home  cemetery,  securing  the 
plans  for  this  and  personally  superintend- 
ing their  adoption  and  in  the  practical 
work  of  laying  out  the  cemetery,  which  is 
still  in  use.  At  that  time  it  was  owned  by 
a  corporate  concern  but  now  belongs  to 
the  city.  Dr.  Bird  was  also  one  of  the 
active  trustees  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity and  acted  in  that  capacity  when  it 
needed  the  helpful  co-operation  of  its 
board  in  order  to  place  it  upon  a  paying 
basis.  Both  he  and  his  wife  held  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  he  was  also  one  of  its  officers  and  a 
liberal  contributor  toward  its  first  house 
of  worship.  His  life  was  indeed  filled 
with  good  deeds  and  worthy  actions  and 
was  characterized  by  high  and  manly 
principles.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in 
1818,  passed  away  August  13,  1895,  ^t 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  while  he 
survived  until  August,  1897,  having 
reached  the  age  of  eighty  years  when 
called  to  his  final  rest.  His  memory,  how- 
ever, is  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  many 
who  knew  him  and  who  benefited  by  his 
professional  services  or  his  charity  and  en- 
joyed his  companionship  and  friendship. 


REV.  WESLEY  J.  SPAULDING, 
A.  M.,  Ph.  D.  Lit.  D. 

Rev.   Wesley  J.   Spaulding,   for  many 
years    president    of   the    Iowa    Wesle3^an 
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University,  was  born  in  Newark,  New 
York,  April  18,  1828,  a  son  of  Thomas  J. 
and  Sabra  (Proctor)  Spaulding.  His 
parents  were  descended  from  early  colo- 
nial families  of  the  country.  The  father 
was  born  in  Vermont  and  the  mother 
spent  her  girlhood  days  in  the  Green 
Mountain  state,  although  her  birth  oc- 
curred in  New  Hampshire.  They  were 
married  in  Ludlow,  Vermont,  and  soon 
afterward  removed  to  Newark,  New 
York,  where  the  father  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising and  also  conducted  a  success- 
ful business  as  a  manufacturer  of  patent 
medicines.  At  a  later  date  he  removed  to 
LaGrange  county,  Indiana,  where  he  was 
the  founder  of  one  bank  and  was  con- 
nected with  several  others.  He  took  an 
important  part  in  the  early  affairs  of  that 
county  and  contributed  in  substantial 
measure  to  its  material  improvement, 
upbuilding-  and  progress.  At  one  time  he 
served  as  probate  judge  of  LaGrange 
county.  His  death  occurred  there  May 
22,  1874.  when  he  was  in  his  seventy-third 
year,  for  his  birth  had  occurred  on  the  6th 
of  September,  1801.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  in  1800,  died  when  about  ninety 
years  of  age.  She  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Dr.  Spaulding  was  the  youngest  son  in 
a  family  of  five  children  and  as  a  youth  of 
eig'ht  years  became  a  student  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  wherein  he  continued  his 
studies  until  he  entered  Asbury  Univer- 
sity now  known  as  De  Pauw  University 
at  Green  Castle,  Lidiana.  Completing  the 
literary  course  there,  he  was  graduated  in 
the  class  of  1854  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  and  subsequently  won  the 
Master  of  Arts  degree,  while  the  honorary 


degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  was  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Following  his  gradua- 
tion he  joined  the  Indiana  Methodist 
Episcopal  conference  and  spent  a  year 
and  a  half  in  the  active  work  of  the  minis- 
try, on  the  expiration  of  which  period  he 
was  elected  professor  of  Greek  at  Iowa 
Wesley  an  University  and  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant  in  the  fall  of  1855.  The  chair  of 
Latin  was  merged  with  Greek  and  he 
therefore  acted  as  instructor  in  both  de- 
partments. In  i860  he  was  assigned  to 
the  pastorate  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  but  after  a 
year  retired  and  in  the  fall  of  1861  re- 
turned to  the  university  as  vice  president 
and  acting  president.  At  a  later  date  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Indiana  conference 
and  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  church 
at  Mount  Vernon.  Indiana,  but  later  was 
unable  to  eng-ag^e  in  any  active  ministerial 
service  for  a  number  of  years  on  account 
of  ill  health.  During  that  time  he  was  su- 
perintendent of  the  Union  schools  of 
Sturgis,  Michigan,  for  two  years  and  sub- 
sequently he  was  again  transferred  to  the 
Iowa  conference  and  stationed  at  Burling- 
ton. Keosauqua,  Washington  and  Fair- 
field successively.  Having  acted  as  pastor 
of  these  various  churches  he  afterward  re- 
turned to  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University 
and  was  once  more  elected  vice  president 
and  acting-  president,  which  position  he 
held  for  a  year.  He  was  then  elected 
president  and  remained  at  the  head 
of  the  institution  for  eight  years,  dur- 
ing which  period  he  also  hlled  the 
chair  of  ])hilosophy  which  he  had  held 
during  his  incumbency  in  war  times. 
Since  1884  he  has  not  been  active- 
Iv    connected  with  the  school.      He    has, 
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liowever,  kept  np  his  historical  investiga- 
tion and  reseaches,  his  studious  habits  and 
scholarly  tastes  yet  remaining  strong  and 
salient  features  in  his  character.  Dr. 
Spaulding  has  also  been  interested  in 
l)anking  in  connection  with  the  bank  at 
Sturgis,  Michigan,  of  which  his  father 
was  one  of  the  founders.  He  was  likewise 
interested  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Mount  Pleasant. 

Dr.  Spaulding  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  Berry,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  L.  W. 
Berry,  at  one  time  connected  with  the 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University,  Asbury  Uni- 
versity, but  then  stationed  at  New  Al- 
bany, Indiana.  Four  children  were  born 
of  this  marriag-e.  Cora  is  the  widow  of 
John  McKibben,  who  was  auditor  of  the 
Santa  Fe  Railroad  and  she  makes  her 
home  in  Topeka,  Kansas.  Ida  is  the  wife 
of  Greeley  W.  \^^litford,  an  attorney  and 
one  of  the  leading  politicians  of  Denver, 
Colorado.  Wilbur  Berry  Spaulding,  LL. 
B.,  who  for  some  years  has  been  claims 
attorney  for  the  San  Francisco  Railroad 
Company,  and  Stella,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Hoffman  and  secretary  for  Dr.  Lutz,  an 
eminent  surgeon  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Dr.  Spaulding  was  at  one  time  a  mem- 
ber of  Mount  Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  8, 
Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  from 
which  he  is  demitted.  He  was  raised  in 
Sturgis  Lodge  in  Michigan  and  was  a 
member  of  Keosauqua  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  but  demitted  to  Henry 
Chapter,  N(i.  7.  He  likewise  became 
a  memljer  of  Jerusalem  Commandery, 
Knghts  Templar,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
but  has  also  withdrawn  from  active  asso- 
ciation with  that  fraternity. 


Perhaps  no  better  summary  of  the  life 
Avork  of  Dr.  Spaulding  can  be  given  than 
in  the  words  of  one  of  his  students,  who 
said :  ''Dr.  Spaulding's  work  in  and  in 
connection  with  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity was  unicjue,  original  and  unusual. 
To  understand  his  connection  with  and 
his  influence  upon  the  school  we  must 
ascertain,  if  we  can,  something  of  the 
contents  and  quality  of  his  mind  and  its 
especial  adaptation  to  the  rare  and  exalted 
art  and  attributes  of  the  teacher.  His 
strength  did  not  lie  especially  along  ex- 
ecutive lines,  although  in  him  there  was 
no  weakness  of  discipline  or  hesitating- 
leadership  but  his  especial  power  and  his 
unusual  qualifications  were  in  the  class 
room  in  contact  and  personal  intercourse 
with  his  students.  There  and  there  chiefly 
were  illustrated  his  rare  gifts  as  expositor 
and  teacher.  The  atmosphere  of  the  class 
room  was  his  native  air.  There  he  became 
radiant  and  glowed  with  a  natural  and 
contagious  enthusiasm  that  no  one  can 
fully  appreciate  who  has  not  come  within 
the  charm  of  his  class  room  influence. 
However  excellent  his  platform  and  pub- 
lic work,  they  furnished  no  adequate  nor 
at  all  accurate  measure  of  his  especial 
capabilities.  These  were  alone  made  mani- 
fest in  the  class  room.  Few  teachers  were 
less  dependent  on  text-books  or  cared  so 
little  for  their  arbitrary  lines  and  limita- 
tions. He  supplied  text-book  and  topic 
alike,  suggesting  the  one  and  illustrating 
the  other  with  a  skill  and  adaptation  as 
rare  as  it  was  agreeable.  In  teaching  his 
aim  and  his  application  were  always  per- 
sonal. Education,  as  understood  by  him, 
was  not  an  arbitrary  prescription  doled 
out  to  the  intellectually  ailing  as  a  remedy 
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used  for  each  and  all  alike.  His  intel- 
lectual diagnosis  was  always  personal  and 
he  did  not  adopt  the  common  educational 
error  and  thereby  escaped  the  common 
educational  crime  of  prescribing  first  and 
diagnosing  afterward.  He  studied  his 
pupils  with  quite  as  much  care,  yes  with 
far  deeper  concern,  than  he  studied  his 
text-books.  He  made  the  quality  and  kind 
of  soil  in  which  the  seed  was  to  be  sown 
his  first  and  his  chief  concern.  This  fairly 
ascertained,  he  could  proceed  with  some- 
thing of  scientific  certainty  and  with  a 
reasonable  hope  of  a  natural  and  definite 
intellectual  fruitage.  He  always  recog- 
nized the  difficult  and  sought  to  avoid  the 
embarrassment  of  trying  to  fit  a  square 
peg  in  a  round  hole.  Difference  in  en- 
dowment both  in  quality  and  in  degree, 
he  recognized  as  necessary  and  funda- 
mental and  held  that  its  discovery  and  the 
wise  use  of  it  made  by  the  teacher  was  his 
highest  claim  of  fitness  for  his  sacred 
trust.  He  so  skillfully  applied  the  plum- 
met and  took  the  mental  soundness  of  his 
pupils  as  not  to  discourage  by  contrast  nor 
humilate  by  comparisons.  His  only  ob- 
ject was  to  hold,  as  it  were,  the  mirror  up 
to  nature,  thus  enabling  the  student  to 
see  his  own  image  and,  recognizing  it,  to 
plan  his  course  along  lines  of  least  resis- 
tance in  the  struggle  of  life.  How  is  this 
boy  or  girl  to  be  most  benefited  by  me  as 
their  teacher  in  the  work  before  them  in 
life?  This  was  his  constant  concern  and 
daily  study  of  each  and  all  who  came 
within  the  circle  of  his  influence  as  a 
teacher.  His  first  efforts  were  to  discover 
the  special  faculties  and  determine  the 
contents  of  the  pupil's  own  mind  that  he 
might  intelligently  adapt  the  training  to 


the  individual  need.  This  personal  con- 
cern, this  making  a  pupil  acquainted  with 
himself,  this  mental  photograph,  as  it 
were,  of  each  student,  which  he  took  and 
studied  and  by  reason  of  which  he  was 
enabled  lovingly  and  helpfully  to  lead 
him  to  a  knowledge  of  himself,  the  high- 
est education  possible  to  give  or  receive, 
this  was  Dr.  Spaulding's  chief  and  his 
unusual  gift  as  a  teacher. 

"This  brief  sketch  would  be  grossly  in- 
adequate if  it  failed  to  note  the  effort  of 
Dr.  Spaulding  to  accomplish  the  unifica- 
tion of  the  several  Methodist  Episcopal 
colleges  of  Iowa.  In  the  early  years  of 
the  decade  of  1880  his  heart  was  set  upon 
this  plan  of  consolidation  and  unification, 
believing  that  only  in  this  way  could  the 
adequate  financing  of  the  several  Aletho- 
dis  colleges  be  accomplished.  His  address 
before  the  Iowa  iMethodist  State  Con- 
vention in  June,  1881,  was  an  able  and 
earnest  plea  for  the  work  of  centralizing 
and  conserving  the  educational  aim  and 
effort  of  Methodism  in  Iowa.  In  this 
view  he  was  supported  ably  and  enthusi- 
astically by  Senator  Harlan,  Dr.  Coxe. 
Dr.  Wheeler  and  other  leading  Metho- 
dists of  the  state.  In  his  personal  quality 
he  is  the  best  exemplification  of  high  and 
pure  ideals,  of  deep  sympathy,  of  loyal 
and  loving  devotion  to  his  friends,  of  wide 
bene\-olence  of  mind  and  heart  and  ex- 
alted views  of  mind  and  destiny.  I  can 
not  better  conclude  this  imperfect  sketch 
than  bv  quoting  the  refined  and  discrimi- 
nating words  of  Dr.  \\\  H.  Thomas,  of 
Chicago,  a  lifelong  friend,  who  in  a  letter 
now  in  mv  possession,  said,  'His  special 
field  in  which  he  excels  as  a  thinker  and 
teacher  is  metaphysics.     He  not  only  has 
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a  peculiar  power  of  seizing  and  holding 
the  most  subtle  proposition  until  its  exact 
contents  is  perceived  and  its  value  and  re- 
lations fixed,  but  he  also  has  the  rare  gift 
of  seeing  j  ust  how  the  same  thing  is  per- 
ceived by  others  or  whether  they  can  see 
it  at  all  and,  if  not,  where  the  difficulty 
lies.  In  this  way  he  is  far  removed  from 
the  ordinary  drillmaster  and  is  in  the 
highest  sense  an  educator.  No  one  passes 
from  under  his  care  without  some  impress 
of  this  almost  matchless  master  of  the 
human  mind.'  " 


MAJ.   CORNELIUS   F.   SPEARMAN. 

]\Iajor  Cornelius  F.  Spearman,  who  has 
passed  the  seventy-fifth  milestone  on  life's 
journey,  has  had  in  many  respects  a  most 
interesting  life  record,  for  he  is  numbered 
among  those  who  sought  wealth  in  the 
gold-fields  of  California  in  early  days 
and  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  and  has 
been  identified  with  the  pioneer  interests 
of  Iowa.  He  is  now  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Jacksom  township. 
Henry  county,  where  he  owns  a  valuable 
farm  of  three  hundred  acres.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  Feb- 
ruaiw  3,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  James  D. 
and  Cynthia  (Frogg)  Spearman,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
latter  of  Kentucky.  The  parternal  grand- 
father, James  D.  Spearman,  was  also  born 
in  the  Old  North  state.  The  parents  were 
married  in  Kentucky  and  in  1830  removed 
to  ]\Ior2:an  countv,  Illinois,  where  James 


D.  Spearman  purchased  a  farm  which  he 
cultivated  until  1835,  when  he  sold  that 
property  and  came  to  Iowa,  settling  near 
MiddletowTi,  Des  Moines  county,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land.  In  1840  he  again  disposed  of 
his  farm  and  came  to  Center  township  near 
Pleasant  Hill,  Heni-y  county,  where  he  in- 
\'ested  in  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land,  upon  which  was  a  small  cabin, 
^^•hile  only  a  few  acres  had  been  broken. 
It  was  part  prairie  and  part  timber  land, 
and  he  broke  the  sod  on  the  prairie  and  in 
course  of  time  placed  his  fields  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  His  place, 
known  as  the  Speannan  farm,  became 
noted  for  tlie  fine  horses  which  he  raised 
and  he  also  -deN'oted  considerable  atten- 
tion to  raising  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  and  progressive  agri- 
culturists of  this  part  of  the  state  and  died 
upon  the  old  homestead  in  the  fall  of  1846. 
His  widow  resided  there  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1870. 

Cornelius  F.  Spearman  acquired  his 
elementaiy  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  afterward  attended  Howe's 
Academy  at  ]\Iount  Pleasant.  He  made 
his  home  with  his  parents  until  the  spring 
of  1852,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  he  accompanied  his  two  brothers 
and  a  brother-in-law  to  California.  They 
traveled  westward  across  the  long,  hot, 
sandv  plains  and  over  the  mountains  with 
an  ox  team,  being  three  months  on  the 
wav.  At  length  they  reached  a  town  near 
Nevada  City,  California,  where  they  were 
engaged  in  prospecting  in  mining  for  two 
and  a  half  years.  Mr.  Spearman  of  this 
review  became  the  owner  of  a  placer  mine, 
which  he  sold  and  then  started  by  steam- 
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boat  to  return  to  Iowa,  but  the  vessel 
struck  a  rock  off  Point  Conception,  on  the 
coast  of  Lower  Cahfornia.  The  boat  sank, 
wliile  the  passengers  were  taken  off  bv  a 
mail  steamer  and  landed  at  Santiago,  in 
Lower  California.  Two  weeks  later  a  boat 
came  for  them  and  took  them  back  to  San 
Francisco.  There  Mr.  Spearman  and 
other  passengers  embarked  on  another 
steamer  for  Nicaragua,  traveled  across 
that  country  on  ponies,  proceeding  by  lake 
and  river  to  Greytown,  where  the}'  took 
steamer  for  New  York.  They  then  came 
by  rail  to  Burlington  and  by  stage  to 
Mount    Pleasant. 

Cornelius  F.  Spearman  remained  at 
home  for  a  brief  period  and  in  1855  ^'^' 
moved  to  Faii"field,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
engag-ed  in  the  liA-ei*)^  business  for  a  time 
but  on  selling  out  there  went  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  he  conducted  a  li^'ery  busi- 
ness for  a  year.  In  the  fall  of  1857  he 
again  sold  out  and  returned  to  his  father's 
place,  devoting  his  energies  to  farming 
until  September,  1861,  when  he  enlisted 
as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Fourth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  which  he  raised.  He  was  elected 
its  captain  and  in  the  winter  of  1863  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  major. 

The  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  West- 
ern Army  and  the  troops  proceeded  to 
Springfield,  Missouri,  by  way  of  St. 
Louis.  They  then  went  on  to  Batesville, 
Arkansas,  and  to  Helena,  Arkansas,  where 
they  remained  for  six  months  engaged  in 
scout  duty.  Subsequently  they  proceeded 
to  Vicksburg.  where  they  were  attached 
to  the  army  commanded  by  General  Sher- 
man. After  tlie  fall  of  Vicksburg  they 
went  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  they 
remained  until  the  fall  of  i86j.  when  :\Ia- 


jor  Spearman's  term  expired  and  he  re- 
turned to  Mount  Pleasant,  having  ser\-ed 
for  three  years  as  a  faithful  defender  of 
the  Union  cause. 

On  again  reaching  Heniy  county.  Ma- 
jor Spearman  purchased  a  farm  on  section 
I,  Jackson  township,  comprising  three 
hundred  acres  of  land,  which  was  im- 
proved with  a  log  house  and  barn.  About 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  had 
been  cleared  and  he  began  its  further  de- 
velopment and  cultivation.  In  1868  he 
erected  a  frame  resdence  of  eight  rooms 
and  also  a  basement  barn,  fort}'-two  by 
sixty  feet.  He  now  has  the  place  all  fenced 
with  wire  fencing,  and  there  are  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  tillable  land  at 
the  present  time,  from  which  he  harvests 
rich  crops.  His  business  interests  have 
l^een  \'ery  carefully  conducted  and  he  is 
recognized  as  a  man  of  executive  force, 
keen  discrimination  and  unfaltering  dili- 
gence— qualities  which  have  resulted  in 
gaining  for  him  a  prominent  place  in  agri- 
cultural circles  in  the  community. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  i860,  Mr. 
Spearman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Julia  A.  Coiner,  who  was  bom  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Elizabeth  (Teter)  Coiner,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Ohio.  Aboiit  1850  they  went  to 
Des  Moines  county,  settling  on  a  fami 
there  and  a  few  years  later  they  sold  that 
property  and  bought  a  farm  in  Center 
township,  Henrv^  county,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  called  to  their  filial 
rest.  In  1878  Captain  Spearman  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
died  on  the  17th  of  June,  of  tliat  year,  lier 
remains  being  interred  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
cemeterv.  in  Center  township.     The  chil- 
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dren  of  that  marriage  were :  Attie,  who 
is  the  wife  of  George  H.  Smith  and  resides 
with  her  father;  Paul,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  tweiity-seven  years;  Frank  C,  of  New- 
London,  Iowa;  Myrte,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  three  years;  May,  who  (hed  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years ;  Julia  Leota,  who 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years ; 
and  twins,  who  died  in  infanc}'. 

Major  Spearman  is  a  member  of  Mc- 
Farland  Post,  No.  20,  Grand  Anny  of 
the  Republic,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  thus 
maintains  cordial  relations  with  his  old 
armv  comrades.  In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart 
republican,  having  always  supported  the 
part}',  which  was  the  champion  of  the 
Union  cause  in  the  Civil  war,  and  has  al- 
ways stood  for  refonn  and  progress.  He 
has  served  for  two  terms  as  county  super- 
visor and  has  represented  his  district  in 
the  t^^•enty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  general 
assemblies  of  Iowa.  His  course  as  a  legis- 
lator was  marked  by  unfaltering  fidelity 
to  dut}^  and  an  earnest  desire  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  commonwealth  and 
over  the  record  of  his  public  career  and 
private  life  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wiT)ng 
or  suspicion  of  evil.  The  varied  expe- 
riences which  have  come  to  him.  the  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life  on  the  coast,  the  dan- 
gers of  war  and  the  daily  performance  of 
tlie  duties  of  a  work-a-day  existence  have 
also  served  to  develop  in  him  a  character 
that  makes  him  one  of  the  respected  and 
honored  citizens  of  his  community.  His 
days  are  more  than  the  Psalmist's  span  of 
three  score  years  and  ten,  and  his  life  has 
been  one  of  activity  and  usefulness,  re- 
sulting not  only  in  the  acquirement  of 
success  but  also  in  good  for  his  fellow  men. 
having  done    much    for    their    elevation 


along  mental,  moral  and  social  lines 
and  without  invidious  distinction  he  may 
be  classed  with  the  foremost  citizens  of 
flenr}'  county. 


JOHN  HOWARD  WHITING. 

John  Howard  \\diiting.  whose  record 
as  a  banker  and  financier  entitles  him  to 
representation  among  the  honored  dead 
of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  whose  life,  in  its 
kindly  purposes  and  upright  conduct,  won 
him  the  respect  and  honor  of  all  with 
w^hom  he  was  associated,  was  born  in  Ty- 
rone. New  York.  December  6.  1834,  his 
parents  being  Timothy  and  Sarah  Ann 
(McCall)  Whiting.  The  first  ancestors 
of  the  family  in  America  came  from  Eng- 
land to  this  country  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts, being  among  the  prominent  co- 
lonial representatives  in  the  new  world. 

The  WHiitings  come  of  a  family  of  very 
ancient  lineage  in  England.  The  branch 
from  which  John  ^^^^iting  was  descended 
came  from  the  city  of  Boston,  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  which  had  been  the  chief 
place  of  their  residence  from  13 13,  or  the 
sixth  year  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward 
III.  The  name  was  variously  spelled 
and  we  take  up  the  line  at  a  point  where 
there  is  no  question  as  to  the  authenticity 
of  the  line  of  descent. 

John  Whiting,  who  was  born  at  Bos- 
ton. England,  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  that  city  in  1590.  was 
mayor  in  1600.  vice-admiral  of  Lincoln- 
shire in  1602.  and  was  buried  October  20. 
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1 617.  His  son,  Samuel  Whiting,  born  in 
Boston,  England.  November 20, 1597.  won 
the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
Emanuel  College  of  Cambridge.  He  re- 
ceived the  orders  in  the  church,  but  com- 
plaint being  made  of  his  nonconformity, 
he  joined  the  Puritan  colony  in  America, 
sacrificing  large  property  interests  in  Eng- 
land in  order  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
where  he  might  worship  God  according  to 
the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  He  arrived 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  the  26th  of 
May,  1636,-  and  in  the  following  Novem- 
ber removed  to  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  then 
called  Saugust,  but  as  a  compliment  to 
Mr.  Whiting,  w4io  had  been  pastor  at 
Lynn  Regis,  England,  the  name  of  the 
town  was  changed  to  Lynn.  There  he 
officiated  as  a  Puritan  minister  until  his 
death.  He  was  also  an  overseer  at  Har- 
vard College,  and  held  other  prominent 
positions  that  made  him  a  distinguished 
man  in  early  colonial  times.  For  his  sec^ 
ond  W'ife  he  chose  Elizabeth  St.  John,  a 
daughter  of  Right  Oliver  St.  John.  The 
death  of  Rev.  Whiting  occurred  at  Lynn. 
Massachusetts,  December  11,  1679.  His 
son.  Samuel  Whiting,  born  in  England. 
March  25,  1633,  was  graduated  from 
Harvard  College  in  1653.  and  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon  him 
in  1656.  He  married  Dorcas  Chester. 
November  12,  1656,  and  for  fifty  years, 
from  1658,  W'as  minister  at  Billerica.  Mid- 
dlesex county,  Massachusetts.  He  had 
four  children.  Of  this  number  Oliver 
Whiting,  the  next  in  the  line  of  direct  de- 
scent, w^as  born  in  Billerica.  October  8. 
1665.  and  there  resided,  acting  as  a  mag- 
istrate and  also  as  representative  to  the 


colonial  legislature.  He  married  Anna 
Danforth,  daughter  of  Captain  John  Dan- 
forth,  on  the  22d  of  January.  1690,  and 
had  four  children.  Samuel  WHiiting.  son 
of  Oliver  and  Anna  \^'hiting.  was  born  in 
Billerica.  Massachusetts,  September  6, 
1702.  He  had  four  children,  two  of 
whom  served  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
His  second  son,  Timothy  Whiting,  repre- 
sentative of  the  family  in  the  sixth  gener- 
ation, was  born  at  Billerica.  February  24. 
1732.  and  married  Sarah  Osgood,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Christopher  Osgood. 
They  later  lived  at  Lancaster,  New 
Hampshire.  He  marched  with  his  two 
sons  in  the  battles  of  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington. The  first-born.  Timothy  Whit- 
ing (of  the  seventh  generation),  was  a 
native  of  Lancaster,  New  Hampshire,  born 
June  17,  1758,  and  was  a  captain  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  married  Abigail 
Kidder,  August  21,  1781.  and  after  her 
death  was  married  again.  His  first  son. 
John  Whiting,  was  born  at  Lancaster. 
New  Hampshire,  October  10,  1782.  and 
was  married  June  28,  1800,  to  Nancy 
Carter.  He  was  a  surveyor  and  contract- 
or, and  w^ith  his  wife  and  two  children 
removed  to  Maine  iji  1804,  being  the  first 
of  the  direct  ancestors  of  our  subject  to 
leave  Massachusetts.  He  established  his 
home  on  the  Penobscot  river,  near  Ban- 
Sfor,  where  he  remained  until  the  winter 
of  1 8 14- 1 5,  when  with  his  family  he  re- 
moved to  Bath,  New  York. 

Timothy  W^iiting,  the  fifth  member  of 
that  family,  was  born  in  Penobscot  county, 
Maine,  February  7,  1809.  and  was  a  son 
of  Colonel  John  \\'hiting,  who  in  181 5 
removed  to  Steuben  county.  New  York, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
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ing.     Timothy  ^\'hiting  was  a  youth  of 
six  years  at  that  time,  and  when  fifteen 
years  of  age  lie  entered  Prattsbnrg  Acad- 
emy,   where    he   completed    a    course    of 
study.     He  then  entered  business  Hfe  as  a 
clerk,   and   from  his  earnings   saved   the 
capital  which  enabled  him,  when  twenty 
years  of  age,  to  engage  in  business  on  his 
own  account  at  Painted  Post,  in  partner- 
ship with  another  young  man.     This  ven- 
ture  proved   unsuccessful,    however,    but 
Mr.     Whiting,     with     his     characteristic 
honor,  that  was  ever  above  reproach,  la- 
ter paid  off  all  the  joint  obligations  of  the 
firm.     In  1835  he  removed  to  Bath,  New 
York,  where  he  carried  on  merchandising 
until    1857.      He    then    came    to    Mount 
Pleasant  with  his  family.     He  purchased 
an  interest  in  a  banking  house,  which  was 
then   conducted   under  the  firm   style   of 
Brazelton  &  \\diiting.     A  year  later  the 
firm  became  Clark  &  Whiting,  and  so  con- 
tinued  until    1858,   when    it   became   the 
]\Iount  Pleasant  branch  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Iowa,  at  which  time  Timothy  ^^'hiting 
was  president  and  John  H.  Whiting  cash- 
ier.    Timothy  Whiting  continued  in  the 
presidency  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1887.     The  institution  was  a  prosperous 
one,  being  conducted  along  safe,  conserva- 
tive lines  that  awakened  public  confidence 
and  gained  public  support.     Mr.  Whiting 
was  also  a  large  land  owner,  making  ex- 
tensive investments  in  real  estate  in  Heniy 
county,  but  was  more  widelv  known  as  .1 
prominent  financier.     He  was  also  inter- 
ested in  the  university  at  Mount  Pleasant. 
and  left  to  it  an  endowment  fund.    With- 
out aspiration  for  public  of^ce.  he  served, 
however,  as  a  trustee  oi  the  hospital  for 


the  insane  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  for 
eleven  years  discharged  his  duty  with  the 
utmost  fidelity  and  capability.  A  liberal 
supporter  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  he  became  a  member  of  that  de- 
nomination in  1 83 1,  and  in  its  work  took 
a  most  active  and  helpful  part,  serving  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  as 
president  of  the  County  Sunday-school  As- 
sociation, and  for  twenty  years  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Henry  County  Bible  Society. 
He  gave  five  thousand  dollars  to  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University,  on  condition  that  an 
equal  sum  should  be  subscribed  by  others. 
He  was  always  unostentatious  in  his  giv- 
ing, but  was  most  generous,  and  his  spirit 
of  benevolence  stood  as  one  of  the  strong 
traits  in  his  upright  life.  He  was  married 
at  Painted  Post,  New  York,  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  McCall,  a  daughter  of  Ansel  and  Sarah 
A.  (Shannon)  McCall,  a  native  of  that 
town.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  she  died  at  the  family 
home  at  the  corner  of  Adams  and  Hemy 
streets  in  Mount  Pleasant,  September  8, 

1893- 

John  H.  Whiting,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review,  pursued  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Bath,  afterward 
studied  in  Genesee  College  at  Lima,  New 
York,  and  subsequently  entered  the  ^^'es- 
levan  University  at  ^liddletown,  Connecti- 
cut, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1855 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  x\rts.  He 
afterward  taught  school  in  Paul  Wing 
Academy,  at  Sandwich.  ]\[assachusetts. 
for  one  year,  and  then  came  to  Iowa  with 
his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
in  the  banking  business,  entering  the 
banking  house  of  \\'.  P.  Brazelton  &  Com- 
pany as  clerk.     He  was  soon  mafle  book- 
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keeper.  His  father  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  bank,  which  was  then  conducted  un- 
der the  firm  style  of  Brazelton  &  Whit- 
ing. One  year  later  the  firm  became 
Clark  &  AMiiting-,  and  so'  continued  un- 
til 1858,  when  it  became  the  Mount  Pleas- 
ant branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Iowa. 
John  H.  Whiting  acted  as  assistant  cash- 
ier until  1862,  when  he  became  cashier, 
and  so  continued  until  after  the  bank  was 
chartered  as  the  National  State  Bank,  in 
February,  1865.  In  1868  he  was  made 
vice-president,  and  in  1887,  upon  the 
death  of  his  father,  was  chosen  to  the 
presidency,  and  so  continued  until  his  own 
demise.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  financiers  of  the  west,  and  for 
many  years  was  in  active  control  of  the 
bank,  which  he  made  a  strong  and  sound 
financial  institution,  inaugurating  a  safe 
policy  that  won  the  commendation  of  the 
general  public,  the  heirs  of  Timothy  Whit- 
ing holding  the  controlling  interest.  It 
has  always  been  known  as  the  Whiting 
Bank,  and  his  alert,  enterprising  business 
methods  won  a  gratifying  measure  of  suc- 
cess. The  bank  building  was  one  of  the 
early  substantial  structures  on  the  public 
square  of  Mount  Pleasant. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  1858,  in 
Bath,  New  York,  Mr.  Whiting  was 
united  in  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Julia  IMay. 
By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  a  daughter  and  two  sons :  May,  now 
the  wife  of  G.  W^  S.  Allen;  James  T., 
who  is  cashier  of  the  National  State  Bank; 
and  Harry,  a  medical  missionary  in  Ko- 
rea. Mr.  Whiting  bought  the  beautiful 
home  that  his  widow  still  occupies,  and 
there  they  spent  their  entire  married  life, 
which  proved  most  congenial  and  happy. 


His  political  support  was  given  the  to  Re- 
publican party,  but  he  was  never  an  as- 
pirant for  office.  One  of  the  early  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church,  he  served 
as  ruling  elder  for  many  years,  or  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  also  a  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday-school  for  a 
long  period.  He  was  a  trustee  of  Parsons 
College,  at  Fairfield,  Iowa,  in  which  he 
was  deeply  interested,  and  he  gave  gener- 
ous support  to  many  public  measures  that 
had  for  their  object  the  material  progress, 
the  social  welfare  or  the  intellectual  and 
moral  development  of  the  community  and 
state.  Because  of  ill-health,  he  spent  his 
last  years  in  retirement  from  active  busi- 
ness cares,  and  he  passed  away  Septem- 
ber 18,  1895,  being  in  the  sixty-first  year 
of  his  age.  His  name  is  honored  because 
of  his  noble  qualities,  and  there  were  many 
strong  elements  in  his  life  record  that  are 
worthy  of  emulation.  While  he  won  suc- 
cess, his  business  integrity  and  the  respect 
of  his  friends  was  more  to  him  than 
wealth,  fame  or  position.  He  had  due  re- 
gard for  the  obligations  of  man  toward 
his  fellow  men,  and  his  path  was  never 
strewn  with  the  wreck  of  the  fortunes  of 
others.  Added  to  his  irreproachable  busi- 
ness integrity  was  a  kindly  spirit  and  gen- 
erous disposition,  which  won  him  warm 
friendships,  and  his  best  traits  of  charac- 
ter were  reserved  for  his  own  home  and 
fireside. 


JOHN  HAYHURST  WALLBANK. 

lohn  Hayhurst  Wallbank.  deceased,  was 
one  of  the  early  and  prominent  business 
men  of  [Mount  Pleasant  and  in  his  recog- 
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nition  of  possibilities  and  improvement  of 
advantages  he  not  only  contributed  to  in- 
dividual success  but  also  promoted  public 
progress  along  lines  of  substantial  and 
permanent  improvement.  He  was  born 
in  Clitheroe,  Lancastershire,  England,  No- 
vember 7,  1838,  his  parents  being  James 
and  Sophia  (Hayhurst)  W'allbank.  The 
father  was  a  printer  by  trade  and  was  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  old  families 
of  Lancastershire.  In  that  locality  John 
H.  ^^'allbank  was  reared  and  educated  and 
after  completing  his  school  life  was  ap- 
pointed to  a  good  official  position  under  the 
go\'ernment,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
in  his  early  manhood.  He  married  Miss 
IVIartha  Whitwham,  of  Greengates,  three 
miles  from  Bradford,  Yorkshire,  the  wed- 
ding being  celebrated  in  the  Bradford  Par- 
ish church  on  the  21st  of  April  i860.  Her 
parents  were  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Hop- 
wood)  Whitwham.  whose  home  was  in  the 
same  locality  as  the  \\^allbanks  but  was  in 
Yorkshire.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
]\lrs.  Wallbank  made  their  home  near 
Bradford  for  a  time  and  in  1863  he  went  to 
New  Zealand,  where  he  conducted  a  gen- 
eral store,  being  successfully  engaged  in 
business  there  for  three  years.  Returning 
to  England,  he  carried  on  merchandising 
in  that  country  for  two  years,  and  after 
selling  out  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America 
in  1868,  accompanied  by  his  family. 

That  was  the  year  of  Mr.  Wallbank' s 
arrival  in  Henry  county,  Iowa.  He  set- 
tled at  Trenton,  where  he  opened  a  gen- 
eral store,  while  for  seven  years  he  was 
a  merchant  of  Wayland.  Wishing  a 
broader  field  for  business  activity  he  came 
to  Mount  Pleasant  in  June,  1880,  and 
opened  a  shoe  store,  conducting  that  busi- 


ness until  1885,  when  he  disposed  of  his 
stock  of  shoes  and  became  an  exclusive 
dealer  in  clothing  and  men's  furnishing 
goods,  having  the  leading  business  in  that 
line.  Mr.  \\'allbank  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  business  for  a  long  period  with  a 
trade  that  in  volume  and  importance  made 
him  a  leading  representative  of  commercial 
pursuits  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant.  His  business 
methods  neither  sought  nor  required  dis- 
guise. He  was  alert,  enterprising  and 
progressive  and  realizing  that  "there  is 
no  excellence  without  labor"  he  displayed 
indefatigable  energy  and  diligence  in  the 
conduct  of  his  interests  until  his  efforts 
brought  him  a  ver}-  gratifying  competence. 
\\'hen  at  Wayland  he  was  one  of  the  mov- 
ing spirits  in  an  effort  to  secure  the  build- 
ing of  a  railroad  tliere,  and  while  giving 
careful  attention  to  his  own  interests  he 
also  found  time  to  devote  to  public  welfare 
and  his  labors  were  far-reaching  and  bene- 
ficial in  their  effect. 

I'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallbank  ^^•ere 
born  six  children  :  Sophia  E. :  Eliza,  the 
widow  of  Charles  F.  Palmer,  of  Denver, 
Colorado,  who  died  April  16,  1903,  and 
she  has  three  children  living,  Arthur 
Bowen,  Margaret  \\\,  and  Elizabeth  L., 
while  her  daughter  Martha  Louise  has 
passed  away;  Nellie  B. ;  Anna,  the  wife  of 
H.  S.  McGavic.  of  St.  Louis,  ^Missouri, 
who  has  a  daughter,  Martha;  and  James 
W.,  and  John  Arthur,  who  continue  the 
clothing  business. 

■Mr.  Wallbank  was  an  exemplary  mem- 
ber of  the  J^Iasonic  fraternity  and  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for 
over  thirty  years.  In  politics  he  was  a 
democrat  and  served  as  postmaster  of 
Mount    Pleasant   under   President   Cleve- 
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land,  giving  a  public  spirited  and  business 
like  administration.  He  attended  and  sup- 
ported the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which 
his  wife  and  daughters  are  members.  In 
England  he  had  attended  the  services  of 
the  Episcopal  church.  He  purchased  a 
beautiful  home  on  North  ]Vlain  street  in 
1894  and  there  resided  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  September  8, 
1904.  His  widow  still  resides  there,  rich 
in  the  love  of  her  children  and  the  regard 
of  many  friends. 

Mr.  Wallbank,  whose  intense  and  well 
directed  energy  brought  to. him  creditable 
prosperity,  became  known  as  a  representa- 
tive business  man  of  Mount  Pleasant,  but 
moreover  he  was  a  man  of  strong  domestic 
tastes  devoted  to  the  welfare  and  happi- 
ness of  his  wife  and  children  and  the  best 
traits  of  his  character  were  reserved  for 
his  own  fireside. 


MATHEW  SKIPTOX. 

Mathew  Skipton,  at  one  time  actively 
connected  with  agriculturail  interests  in 
Heniy  county,  is  now  living  retired  at  his 
pleasant  home  farm  in  Clarion  township, 
this  rest  being  vouchsafed  to  him  by  rea- 
son of  his  honorable  and  well  directed 
labor  in  former  years.  He  was  born  in 
Washington  county.  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1828,  his  parents  being  John 
and  Martha  (Paris)  Skipton,  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  born 
in  1794,  and  the  latter  in  1796.  He  was  a 
native  of  Mifflin  counv,  and  devoted  his 


energies  to  farm  work.  On  the  nth  of 
^larch,  1820,  he  married  Miss  Paris,  who 
died  December  19,  1850,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four  years,  while  his  death  occurred 
on  the  27th  of  December,  1889,  in  the 
ninety-fifth  years  of  his  age.  He  had  be- 
come a  resident  of  Ohio  in  1808,  in  which 
year  he  located  in  Marietta,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  second  war  with  England  he 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  aid, 
becoming  a  member  of  Captain  John 
Thornley's  command  of  the  Ohio  mili- 
tia. In  the  early  days  he  rented  a  keel 
boat  on  the  Ohio  river  and  was  recog- 
nized as  the  best  boatman  of  his  time  and 
community.  He  displayed  great  energy 
and  capability  in  all  of  his  business  affairs, 
and  it  was  said  that  he  could  cradle  more 
grain  in  a  day  than  any  other  one  man 
in  the  county.  All  his  life  was  given  to 
farm  work,  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  spent  on  the  river,  and  he  owned 
and  conducted  a  good  farm  property  in 
^\"ashing■ton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  took 
up  his  abode  in  1820.  He  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Monroe,  and  sup- 
ported each  democratic  presidential  can- 
didate up  to  and  including  the  year 
1884,  when  he  cast  his  ballot  for 
Grover  Cleveland,  thus  having  voted 
at  seventeen  different  presidential  elec- 
tions. He  filled  various  township  and 
local  offices,  being  township  clerk  for 
many  years,  and  justice  of  the  peace 
from  1845  until  1857.  In  the  latter 
year  he  was  chosen  township  treasurer 
and  filled  the  office  until  1875.  Each  po- 
sition to  which  he  was  called  found  in 
him  a  worthy  incumbent,  for  he  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.     In 
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his  family  were  six  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters :  Sebastian  and  Francis,  both  de- 
ceased; John,  who  is  hving  in  Repubhc 
county,  Kansas ;  Jane,  the  wife  of  George 
Hill,  of  Marietta,  Ohio;  Samuel,  living  in 
Washington  county,  Ohio ;  Matthew,  of 
this  review;  William,  who  died  in  1903: 
Mary  Ann  and  Martha,  who  are  residing 
in  Marietta,  Ohio. 

Mathew  Skipton  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
state,  and  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  spend- 
ing his  youth  upon  his  father's  old  home- 
stead. When  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  engaged  in  working-  in  his  father's 
quarry  and  also  made  trips  on  a  flatboat 
at  times  on  the  Ohio  river.  Desirous  of 
becoming-  the  owner  of  land,  he  made  his 
way  to  Appanoose  count}^,  Iowa,  where, 
in  1852,  he  entered  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  acres  from  the  government 
The  following  year  he  crossed  the  plains 
to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  spent  a  year  in 
Portland,  Oregon,  after  which  he  went 
over  the  mountains  to  California,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years,  working  in 
gold  mines.  By  the  way  of  the  isthmus 
and  New  York  he  returned  to  Marietta, 
Ohio,  and  later  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  his  farm  in  Appa- 
noose county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained 
for  nine  years,  selling  that  property  in 
1865.  In  1864  he  was  commissioned  by 
Governor  Stone  as  captain  in  the  Iowa 
militia,  but  was  not  called  out  for  active 
duty.  On  selling  his  Appanoose  county 
farm,  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of 
partially  improved  land,  where  he  now 
lives,  building  the  house  thereon,  and  has 
added  all  of  the  other  improvements. 
With    the    passing  years,   owing    to    the 


care  and  labor  he  has  bestowed  upon 
the  place,  this  farm  has  greatly  appreci- 
ated in  value  until  it  is  today  worth  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre. 
Mr.  Skipton  tilled  the  soil,  cultivated  the 
crops  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate, 
and  was  also  extensively  engaged  in 
stock-raising,  until  about  five  years  ago, 
when  advancing  age  caused  him  to  retire 
from  active  farm  work,  and  he  is  now 
enjoying  a  well  earned  ease. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1856,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Mathew  Skipton  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  W^inters.  who  was  born  in  Lin- 
colnshire, England,  September  i,  183 1,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Cook) 
Winters,  both  of  whom  were  natives  01 
England,  the  father  having  been  born 
on  Christmas  day,  1800,  and  the  mother 
on  the  7th  of  January  of  the  same  year. 
They  came  to  America  in  1834,  crossing 
the  Atlantic  on  an  old-time  sailing  ves- 
sel, which  was  nine  weeks  in  making  the 
voyage.  They  suffered  many  privations 
and  hardships  during  the  trip,  for  the 
vessel  lost  its  course  and  encountered 
some  severe  weather.  After  living  in  the 
east  for  a  number  of  years,  Mr.  Winters 
came  to  Iowa  from  Pennsylvania,  in  1850, 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  Henry  county, 
having  two  hundred  acres  which  adjoined 
the  Skipton  farm.  There  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1885,  his  wife  surviving  until 
1889.  They  were  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  and  were  people  of 
the  highest  respectability,  enjoying  in 
large  measure  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  those  who  knew  them.  In  their 
family  were  nine  children:  Sarah,  who 
is  the  widow  of  Frank  Skipton,  and  re- 
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sides  in  Canaan  township;  Ann,  the  wife 
of  John  Skipton.  of  Kansas;  EHzabeth, 
now  the  wife  of  Mathew  Skipton; 
Charles,  w^ho  is  hving  in  Canaan  town- 
ship; Sophia,  the  wife  of  James  Thomas, 
of  Winfield ;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  The  other  children  died  in 
childhood. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Skipton 
was  blessed  with  nine  children,  of  whom 
se^•en  are  yet  living-:  Sebastian,  born  in 
Appanoose  count}',  Iowa,  in  1858,  is  liv- 
ing with  his  parents  and  has  charge  of  the 
farm ;  Mary,  born  in  Appanoose  county 
in  i860,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Allender, 
of  South  Dakota,  and  they  have  four 
children — Olive,  Alta  Grace.  Ray  and  El- 
lis. Frank,  born  in  1861,  and  now  living 
in  New  London  township,  married  Ella 
Litzenburg,  and  has  six  children — Wal- 
ter, Mabel,  Mary  E.,  Ethel,  Alma  and  one 
deceased.  Joseph,  born  in  1864,  is  living 
in  South  Dakota.  Sarah,  born  in  Henry 
county  in  1866,  was  the  wife  of  Robert 
Gatt,  and  died  at  Yarmouth,  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  February  14,  1906.  Olive, 
born  in  1868,  is  the  wife  of  Wallace  Mat- 
thews, of  Danville,  Iowa.  'David,  born  in 
1870,  married  Ida  Hammerquist  and  re- 
sides in  South  Dakota. 

The  farm  on  which  J\lr.  Skipton  re- 
sides lies  on  sections  12  and  13,  Marion 
township,  and  returns  to  him  a  good  in- 
come. He  and  his  wife  are  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  is  unfaltering  in  his  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  long 
given  inflexible  support.  For  nine  years 
he  served  as  school  director,  and  for  a 
similar  period  was  president  of  the  board. 
He  has  also  been  road  supervisor,  and  his 


public  duties  have  been  discharged  with 
the  same  capability  that  he  has  brought  to 
his  private  interests.  He  has  lived  to 
witness  many  changes  in  this  county  and 
in  Iowa  since  he  came  to  the  state,  for  at 
the  time  of  his  arrival  here  there  w'ere  no 
railroads,  telegraphs  nor  telephones.  Few 
farms  had  been  fenced,  and  only  here  and 
there  were  seen  the  homes  of  the  pioneers. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Skipton  are  highly  intelli- 
gent and  worthy  people,  fully  meriting 
the  rest  which  they  are  now  enjoying. 


THE  LEE  FAMILY. 

The  Lee  family  has  long  figured  promi- 
nently in  Henry  county  and  the  name  is 
inseparably  connected  with  its  history,  for 
its  members  have  been  active  in  promot- 
ing the  material,  intellectual,  social  and 
moral  progress  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
Fred  and  Hezekiah  Lee,  brothers,  natives 
of  Ohio  or  Illinois,  came  to  Henry 
county  in  the  spring  of  1835  and  took  up 
separate  claims  of  government  land  in 
New  London  township  that  are  now 
ow^ned  by  James  Totemeier.  John  Martin 
Lee  now  owns  the  Fred  Lee  property. 
Both  of  the  brothers  who  came  originally 
to  the  county  were  buried  in  the  Farrel 
cemetery,  w^here  also  w^ere  interred  the 
remains  of  two  other  brothers,  John  and 
Jeremiah  Lee,  who  came  to  this  county 
in  1836.  Elias,  another  brother,  died  in 
Illinois.  John  and  Jeremiah  Lee  also 
took  up  government  land,  living  for  some 
vears  upon  their  property  before  it  came 
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on  the  market.  John  took  up  over  four 
hundred  acres,  of  which  Samuel  Lee  con- 
ducts over  eighty  acres.  The  improve- 
ments of  that  property  were  all  placed 
there  by  the  Lee  family  and  the  parents 
lived  and  died  upon  this  farm. 

John  Lee  married  Charity  Smith,  in 
Bond  county,  Illinois,  and  unto  them 
were  born  twelve  children. 

Samuel  Lee  was  born  in  Bond  county, 
Illinois,  November  4,  1827,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  one  of  the  old-time  subscription 
schools.  He  was  reared  to  the  occupation 
of  farming  and  has  followed  that  pur- 
suit throughout  his  entire  business  career. 
He  added  to  his  original  eighty-acre  tract 
of  land  in  New  London  township  an- 
other tract  of  eighty  acres  in  Canaan 
township,  and  at  the  present  time  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres 
of  land  on  section  12,  New  London  town- 
ship, and  eighteen  acres  in  Pleasant  Grove 
township,  Des  Moines  county.  His  busi- 
ness interests  have  been  carefully  con- 
ducted and  he  has  ever  followed  farming 
along  progressive  lines.  His  life,  too,  has 
been  upright  and  honorable  and  at  all 
times  he  has  exemplified  in  his  daily  con- 
tact with  his  fellow  men  his  religious  faith 
as  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  held  the  office  of  church 
trustee  both  while  residing  upon  the  farm 
and  after  his  removal  to  New^  London  and 
in  fact  is  the  incumbent  of  that  office  at 
the  present  time.  Politically  he  has  been 
a  stalwart  republican  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  party  but  has  never  desired 
office,  preferring  to  do  his  public  service 
as  a  private  citizen. 

Samuel  Lee  was  married  to  Miss  Lou- 
isa Burge,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Ra- 


chel Burge  and  unto  them  were  born  two 
children :  Ira,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  and  Green,  who  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  New  London.  The  wife  and 
mother,  Mrs.  Louisa  Lee,  died  upon  the 
home  farm  and  like  her  son  Ira  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  old  family  burying  ground. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Lee  chose  Mary 
Jane  Leace,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Jane  (Walker)  Leace.  By  this  marriage 
there  are  four  children :  John,  wdio  is 
living  in  Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  livery  business ;  Flor- 
ence, the  wife  of  Edgar  Peterson,  who  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Cora 
Alice,  at  home;  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of 
Frank   Seaton,   a   resident  of  California. 


THOMAS  BRUNCE  LEE. 

Thomas  Brunce  Lee  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  hon- 
ored pioneer  families  of  Henry  county. 
The  student  of  history  cannot  carry  his 
investigations  far  into  the  annals  of  this 
county  without  learning  of  the  close,  in- 
timate and  helpful  connection  of  the  Lee 
family  with  its  public  affairs.  Thomas 
Brunce  Lee  was  born  in  Bond  county, 
Illinois,  June  29,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Charity  (Smith)  Lee.  In  1836 
the  father  removed  to  Henry  county  with 
his  family,  locating  at  the  head  of  Flint 
creek  in  New  London  township,  where 
he  purchased  a  claim  from  his  brother-in- 
law,  Eaton  Smith,  consisting  of  a  little 
more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
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of  land.  There  were  no  improvements 
upon  this  property,  but  with  characteris- 
tic energy  he  began  its  cultivation  and  de- 
velopment and  in  course  of  time  built  a 
double  log  house  and  log  barn.  He  then 
broke  the  wild  land,  placing  it  under  the 
plow  and  planting  seed  which  brought 
forth  good  harvests.  As  the  years  passed 
he  transformed  this  once  wild  tract  into 
a  fine  farm,  upon  which  he  continued  to 
reside  throughout  his  active  business  ca- 
reer. He  afterward  sold  a  part  of  the 
farm,  but  retained  forty  acres  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
21,  1878,  when  he  was  eighty-one  years 
of  age.  He  had  for  some  years  survived 
his  wife,  who  died  in  1865,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  the  burial  being  made  in 
Farfel  cemetery.  'Mrs.  Lee  was  born  in 
eastern  Tennessee  east  of  Nashville,  in 
1800,  and  later  her  people  removed  to 
Illinois,  where  she  was  married.  In  the 
family  of  John  and  Charity  (Smith)  Lee 
were  twelve  children.  Eliza  Ann  became 
the  wife  of  William  Miller  and  is  now  de- 
ceased. Jane  married  John  Redfearn  and 
has  also  passed  away.  Sarah  became  the 
wife  of  John  D.  Hale  and  is  deceased. 
Elmira  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Isaac  Red- 
fearn. Samuel  is  living  in  New  London 
and  is  one  of  the  venerable  and  respected 
pioneer  residents  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
John  has  passed  away.  Julia  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  James  Crawford,  Sr.,  who  is  men- 
tioned on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
William  is  living  in  New  London,  but  at 
the  present  writing  is  visiting  in  Cali- 
fornia. Thomas  B.  is  the  subject  of  this 
review.  Polly  Ann  is  the  deceased  wife 
of  Stephen  Lewis.  Charity  Ann  mar- 
ried   John    Lewis  and  has    also    passed 


away.  Louisa,  who  completes  the  family, 
is  the  deceased  wife  of  Newton  Jones. 

Thomas  Brunce  Lee  was  reared  to 
manhood  amid  the  wild  scenes  and  envi- 
ronments of  pioneer  life  when  much  of 
the  land  was  still  in  its  primitive  condi- 
tion, when  the  streams  were  unbridged 
and  the  forests  uncut  and  when  the  work 
of  progress  and  development  lay  largely 
in  the  future.  He  shared  with  the  famil}^ 
in  the  hardships  and  trials  incident  to 
pioneer  life  and  also  in  the  pleasures 
which  were  common  in  those  early  days. 
His  education  was  gained  in  one  of  the 
old-time  subscription  schools,  but  later 
a  free  school  was  established,  its  sessions 
being  held  in  an  old  log  building  with 
slab  benches,  puncheon  floor  and  other 
primitive  furnishings.  The  desk  was 
made  by  laying  a  rough  board  upon 
wooden  pins  driven  into  the  wall  and  the 
school  session  was  of  short  duration,  be- 
ing held  principally  through  the  winter 
months,  for  the  labors  of  the  children 
needed  upon  the  farm  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.  When  not  busy 
with  his  text-books  Mr.  Lee  was  engaged 
in  farm  labor  and  he  continuously  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  as  a  life  work  until 
1 88 1,  when  he  removed  to  New  London, 
where  he  has  since  lived  retired.  He 
purchased  two  hundred  and  seven  acres 
of  land  on  section  12,  New  London 
township.  He  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  bringing  his  fields 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  also 
raising  a  good  grade  of  stock,  whereby 
his  income  was  materially  increased,  for 
he  always  found  a  ready  sale  on  the  mar- 
ket for  the  products  of  his  place. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1862,  ^Mr.  Lee 
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enlisted  at  New  London  as  a  member 
of  Company  K,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  In- 
fantry and  was  mustered  into  the  army  at 
Mount  Pleasant.  The  regiment  was  as- 
signed to  General  Sherman's  command 
and  he  participated  in  all  of  the  battles 
and  skirmishes  with  the  Twenty-fifth 
Iowa.  The}'  were  in  almost  constant 
fighting  and  he  also  participated  in  the 
march  to  the  sea.  He  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Arkansas  Post.  Vicksburg  and 
the  siege  of  that  city,  the  battle  of  Look- 
out Mountain.  Chattanooga,  Missionary 
Ridge.  Ringgold,  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
Resaca  and  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  being  the  first  reg- 
iment to  enter  the  last  named  city.  Mr. 
Lee  Avas  also  in  the  engagements  at  Sa- 
vannah, Georgia,  at  Buford,  South  Caro- 
lina, Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  at 
Goldsboro,  being  at  the  last  named  place 
at  the  time  of  General  Lee's  surrender. 
He  took  part  in  other  engagements  of 
lesser  importance  and  was  also  in  the 
grand  review  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
vidiere  the  victorious  army  marched 
through  the  streets  of  the  city  amid  the 
cheers  of  thousands  who  rejoiced  that 
the  war  had  been  brought  to  a  successful 
close.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  and  then  returned  to  Henry 
county,  where  he  resumed  his  farming 
operations. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  1873,  Mr.  Lee 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Bridges,  a  daughter  of  Napoleon 
and  Sarah  (Hackleman)  Bridges  and  a 
native  of  Des  Moines  county,  born  in 
Pleasant  Grove  township.  Mr.  Lee  is 
one  of  the  worthy  and  prominent  citizens 
of    Henry  county.     He  belongs  to    the 


^lethodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he 
has  for  many  years  served  as  trustee.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  republican,  but  without  as- 
piration for  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
time  and  energies  to  his  business  affairs 
in  former  years.  His  careful  conduct  of 
his  farming  interests  and  his  utilization 
of  the  resources  at  his  command  made 
him  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists 
of  the  community  and  now  with  a  com- 
fortable competence  he  is  living  retired 
in  New  London. 


JUDGE  WASHINGTON  I.  BABB. 

Judge  W^ashington  Irwin  Babb,  lawyer, 
legislator  and  promoter  of  community  in- 
terests whose  activity  in  connection  with 
affairs  of  state  as  well  as  with  matters  of 
local  progress  has  made  him  a  distin- 
guished and  representative  citizen  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  is  particularly  well 
known  as  a  leader  of  the  Henry  county 
bar.  He  was  bom  in  what  is  now  Sperry 
Station,  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  Octo- 
ber 2,  1844,  his  parents  being  Aliles  and 
Mary  (Mbyer)  Babb.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Susan  Babb,  the 
former  a  native  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  descended  from  one  of  the 
old  families  of  the  Keystone  state,  his  fa- 
ther being  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
Ke3''Stone  state  and  was  married  there.  In 
1837  he  went  to  Des  Moines  county, 
Iowa,  and  was  one  of  its  early  settlers. 
There  he  entered  land  from  the  govern- 
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ment  and  purchased  additional  property 
until  his  holdings  embraced  twelve  hun- 
dred acres  at  Sperry  Station.  In  his  busi- 
ness affairs  he  prospered,  becoming  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  extensive  farmers 
of  his  locality.  His  religious  faith  was 
indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  ]Metho- 
dist  church,  and  the  active  part  which  he 
took  in  promoting  the  moral  progress  of 
his  community.  His  son,  Miles  Babb,  was 
born  in  W'ilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1818,  and  accpired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  there.  His  father  was 
owner  of  a  coal  mine  and  he  became  con- 
nected with  mining  interests.  In  1837  he 
accompanied  the  family  on  the  removal 
to  Iowa,  where  he  was  married  in  1843  to 
Miss  Mary  Moyer.  In  1850  he  went  to 
California,  where  he  acted  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Bay  State  Mining  Company. 
There  his  death  occurred  in  1852.  when  he 
was  killed  by  the  caving  in  of  a  tunnel. 
He  left  a  widow  and  two  children,  Wash- 
ington I.  and  Belle  A.,  who  became  Mrs. 
Mansfield  and  is  dean  of  the  Art  and  Mu- 
sical College,  at  DePauw  University,  at 
Greencastle,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Babb,  the 
mother,  was  born  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  made  her  home  in  Sperry  Sta- 
tion until  i860,  when  she  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  her  death  occurred  in 
March,    1895. 

Judge  Babb  pursued  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  his  more  specifically  literary  education 
in  the  low-a  Wesleyan  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1866,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  he  had  espoused  the  coun- 
try's call  for  troops,  enlisting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  E,  Eighth  Iowa  Cavalry, 


in  the  spring  of  1863  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  served  in  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  under  General  Thomas 
and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign 
and  the  battles  of  Franklin  and  Nash- 
^•ille.  He  w'as  then  under  command  of 
General  \\"ilson  in  the  spring  of  1865,  in 
the  Alabama  campaign  taking  part  in  the 
engagement  at  Selma  and  Montgomery, 
proceeded  to  Macon,  Georgia,  and  was  at 
that  place  when  the  war  closed.  He  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge  in  August, 
1865,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant. 

Following  the  close  of  his  military  serv- 
ice Judge  Babb  completed  his  collegiate 
course  and  then  entered  upon  a  preparation 
f(^r  the  practice  of  law  as  a  student  in  the 
office  of  H.  &  R.  Ambler,  then  the 
leading  attorneys  of  Mount  Pleasant. 
Admitted  to  the  bar,  he  began  prac- 
tice January  i,  1868,  forming  a  part- 
nership with  his  former  preceptors  un- 
der the  firm  style  of  Ambler  &  Babb, 
a  connection  which  was  continued  until 
Januaiy,  1873,  w'hen  he  became  a  partner 
of  John  S.  Woolson,  afterward  United 
States  district  judge,  their  business  rela- 
tions being  maintained  until  Judge  Babb 
went  upon  the  bench,  Januaiy  i,  1891. 
In  their  practice  they  had  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  both  the  state  and  United  States 
courts,  and  on  the  bench  Judge  Babb  made 
a  record  in  harmony  with  his  record  as  a 
man  and  lawyer  distinguished  by  a  mas- 
terful grasp  of  every  problem  w^hich  was 
presented  for  solution  and  by  a  fairness 
and  impartiality  in  his  decisions  that  won 
him  high  encomiums. 

Following  his  retirement  from  the 
bench  he  entered  upon  active  practice  with 
Tudge  Withrow,  and  the  firm  of  Babb  & 
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Withro^^^  had  a  continuous  existence  un- 
til 1897,  when  the  latter  was  appointed 
district  judge.  At  that  time  the  present 
law  firm  of  Babb  &  Babb  was  established 
and  in  connection  with  the  most  important 
litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of  the  district 
receives  a  liberal  clientage. 

Judge  Babb  has  an  analytical  mind,  is 
strong  in  argument  and  logical  in  his  con- 
clusions, and  moreover  he  has  continued 
the  reading  of  law  until  he  lias  a  thorough 
mastery  of  the  principles  of  both  criminal 
and  civil  law,  while  before  the  courts  and 
on  the  bench  he  has  made  a  notable  record 
and  has  at  the  same  time  extended  his  ac- 
tivities in  other  fields  wherever  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public  have  been  conserved.  A 
champion  of  democratic  principles  he  was 
elected  upon  that  ticket  to  the  office  of 
state  legislator  in  1883,  serving  in  the 
tw^entieth  general  assembly,  wherein  he  be- 
came connected  with  much  important  con- 
structive legislation.  He  served  on  the 
judicial,  road  and  school  committees  but 
on  the  minority  side.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  appropriation  for 
additional  wings  for  the  insane  hospital 
and  aside  from  party  measures  did  effect- 
ive service  in  the  general  assembly.  In 
1895  he  was  nominated  as  democratic  can- 
didate for  governor  and  received  a  strong 
party  vote,  while  in  1896  he  was  the  demo- 
cratic nominee  for  United  States  sena- 
tor. Elected  to  the  bench  for  the  second 
judicial  district  he  had  jurisdiction  at  that 
time  over  eight  counties — Henr}^',  Jeffer- 
son, Wapello,  Monroe,  Lucas,  Appanoose, 
Davis,  and  Van  Buren.  He  served  for  four 
years  and  the  equity  and  soundness  of  his 
decisions  were  rarely  called  into  cpiestion. 
During  the  past  eight  years  he  has  been 


one  of  the  regents  of  the  State  University 
of  Iowa,  W'hile  in  community  affairs  he 
has  taken  a  most  active  and  helpful  part, 
contributing  in  substantial  measure  to 
the  progress  of  his  city.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  library  board  of  Mount 
Pleasant  from  its  organization  and  \vas 
active  in  securing  the  Carnegie  library. 
For  thirty- four  years  he  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University 
and  chairman  of  its  executive  committee. 
W^ith  a  mind  trained  for  close  investiga- 
tion, he  readily  comprehends  the  various 
sides  of  each  question  which  afTect  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  and  in  his  efforts  for  general 
progress  and  improvement  his  labors  have 
been  practical  and  far-reaching  in  result. 

Judg-e  Babb  was  married  on  the  9th  of 
October,  1873.  to  Miss  Alice  Bird,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Bird,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent early  physicians  of  Iowa,  who  arrived 
in  Mount  Pleasant  in  1849.  They  have 
two  sons  and  a  daughter  now  living,  one 
daughter,  Clara  Belle,  having  died  some 
years  ago:  Max  W.,  a  practicing  attor- 
ney, of  Chicago,  now  general  counsel  for 
the  Allis-Chalmers  Company;  INIiles  T., 
who  is  with  the  Western  W'heel  Scraper 
Company,  of  Aurora,  Illinois,  and  Alice, 
at  home.  Judge  Babb  attends  and  sup- 
ports the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  his  wife  and  children  are  members. 
He  holds  membership  relations  in  Mount 
Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  INIasons,  of  which  he  has  been 
worshipful  master  and  also  representative 
to  the  grand  lodge.  He  belongs  to  Henry 
chapter,  No.  8,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Jeru- 
salem commandeiy.  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  he  has  been  eminent  commander  and 
lias   likewise   been   representative    to    the 
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grand  commaiidery  and  served  as  grand 
commander  of  the  state  in  1894.  He  affili- 
ates with  Kaaba  temple  of  the  Mvstic 
Shrine  at  Davenport  and  with  McFarland 
post,  Grand  Aniiy  of  the  Repnblic.  His 
varied  public  service,  the  extent  of  his  in- 
fluence, his  activity  in  political  and  legal 
circles  make  him  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Henry  county  and  one  to  whom  the  state 
points  with  pride  as  an  honored  son. 


JOHN  W.  HOBBS. 

John  W.  Hobbs  is  a  representative  agri- 
culturist of  Tippecanoe  township,  where 
he  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres 
of  valuable  land.  It  is  a  good  farm  im- 
proved Avith  substantial  buildings  that 
stand  in  the  midst  of  highly  cultivated 
fields.  He  also  raises  fruit  and  has  placed 
upon  his  farm  all  modern  equipments  so 
that  he  now  has  a  valuable  and  productive 
property.  His  birth  occurred  in  Tippecanoe 
township  on  the  24th  of  October,  i860,  his 
parents  being  Nathaniel  and  Lydia  (Ro- 
ark)  Hobbs,  the  father  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
mother  of  Indiana. 

Nathaniel  Hobbs  has  always  been  an  ex- 
tensiA-e  farmer,  in  connection  with  his 
trade  of  plasterer,  which  he  learned  at  an 
early  age.  He  was  ahvays  known  among 
his  fellow  men  as  an  honest  and  upright 
man,  and  one  whose  word  could  always  be 
depended  upon.  Politically  he  was  a  demo- 
crat, and  though  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  he  still  takes  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs. 


Nathaniel  Hobbs  was  the  father  of  four 
children,  two  of  whom  are  still  livino-; 
Louisa,  deceased,  wife  of  Warren  Free- 
man, of  Tippecanoe  township,  Phoebe,  de- 
ceased, wife  of  LaFayette  Housel,  of  Tip- 
pecanoe township  John  W.,  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  and  Mrs.  Cora  Said,  of  Center 
township. 

John  W.  Hobbs  attended  the  district 
schools  in  his  youth  and  lived  with  his 
parents  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  on  the  nth  of  April, 
1888,  Miss  Dora  Underbill  becoming  his 
wife. 

Dora  Underbill,  the  daughter  of  Elisha 
P.  and  Margaret  (Johnson)  Underbill, 
was  born  in  Clark  county,  Missouri,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1867,  but  has  lived  the  greater 
part  of  her  life  in  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
where  she  received  her  education.  She 
attended  Howe's  Academy  during  the  win- 
ter of  1885-1886,  and  taught  several 
terms  of  school  later.  She  is  a  veiy  in- 
tellig'ent  and  refined  woman,  and  endears 
herself  to  all  her  friends  as  well  as  mak- 
ing an  excellent  impression  on  all  casual 
accjuaintances. 

Elisha  P.  Underbill  was  bora  in  Mon- 
roe county.  New  York,  near  Rochester, 
on  June  2,  1842.  He  was  of  a  family  of 
nine  children,  his  father  being  of  English 
origin,  and  his  mother  of  Irish  descent.  At 
the  age  of  nine  Elisha  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  educated 
for  the  medical  profession,  but  not  liking 
that  vocation,  he  dropped  it  and  pursued 
farming.  In  1861,  when  our  nation  called 
for  troops,  he  responded  to  his  country's 
call,  and  enlisted  in  a  Kansas  regiment. 
Later  he  was  in  the  C[uartermaster's  de- 
partment,    at    Fort    Smith,    Kansas,     and 
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crossed  the  plains  twice.  On  Novemlier 
29,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Margaret  E. 
Johnson,  born  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  May 
19,  1849,  of  Scotch  and  German  ances- 
try, to  which  union  were  bom  four  chil- 
dren:  Dora,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of 
our  sketch ;  Charles  E.,  of  Tippecanoe 
township;  Susie,  married  to  Mr.  Lieben- 
dorfer;  and  Maggie,  who  died  in  infancy. 
After  having  lived  an  honorable  life  and 
proving  himself  to  be  a  loyal  citizen, 
Elisha  Underbill  was  called  home  on  the 
2d  of  April,  1879.  Hs  widow^  was  united 
in  marriage  to  G.  W.  Laird  on  the  2d  of 
May,  1880,  to  which  union  were  born  two 
children :  George  F.  and  Sherman  H., 
both  residents  of  Mount  Pleasant. 

For  three  years  after  his  marriage  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  continued  to  reside 
upon  the  old  homestead  farm,  to  which  he 
had  removed,  making  his  home  there 
for  seven  years,  during  which  time  he 
brought  his  fields  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  His  annual  sale  of  crops 
brought  him  a  good  income  and  through 
his  industry  and  economy  he  was  at  length 
enabled  to  secure  the  capital  which  per- 
mitted of  his  purchase  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land 
on  section  11,  Tippecanoe  township.  This 
w'as  the  old  homestead  property,  and  he 
afterward  bought  eighty-one  acres  just 
across  the  road  on  section  15,  of  the  same 
township.  The  years  have  witnessed  many 
changes  in  the  place,  for  he  has  made  ex- 
cellent improvements.  He  has  set  out 
apple,  peach,  pear,  and  cherry  trees,  has 
built  a  residence  of  eight  rooms,  and  in 
1905  built  a  hay  bam,  fifty-three  by  forty- 
eight  feet.  Another  very  valuable  im- 
provement is  a  well  drilled  two  hundred 


and  eighty-seven  and  one-half  feet  deep, 
which  furnishes  him  with  an  abundant 
supply  of  pure  cold  water.  Annually  he 
plants  from  thirty  to  forty  acres  to  corn 
and  has  twenty  acres  drilled  in  wheat  and 
ten  acres  in  oats.  He  also  uses  consider- 
able land  for  the  raising  of  hay  and  pas- 
turage. He  carries  on  general  farming, 
and  in  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  he  devotes  his  attention  to  the  raising 
of  shorthorn  and  Hereford  cattle,  having 
from  twenty  to  thirty  head  each  year.  He 
also  raises  draft  horses  and  Duroc  Jersey 
hogs,  having  about  fifty  head  annually. 
The  farm  is  lacking  in  none  of  the  appoint- 
ments of  a  model  property,  and  in  fact  is 
a  splendidly  developed  place,  indicating  in 
its  attractive  appearance  the  careful  su- 
pervision of  a  practical  and  enterprising 
owner. 

Mr.  Hobbs  has  ahvays  lived  in  Tippe- 
canoe township,  and  therefore  has  for 
more  than  forty-five  years  been  a  witness 
of  its  growth  and  changes,  taking"  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  everything  pertain- 
ing to  its  progress  and  development.  He 
votes  with  the  democracy,  but  is  without 
aspiration  for  ofiice.  He,  with  his  wife, 
attends  and  supports  the  Union  church, 
and  he  has  led  an  upright,  honorable  life, 
in  consistent  harmony  with  his  pro- 
fessions. 


LUCIUS  M.  WELLS. 

Lucius  M.  Wells  is  one  of  the  vener- 
able and  honorable  citizens  of  Henry 
county,  ha\"ing  now  attained  the  age  of 
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eig'hty-two  years.  He  was  for  a  long 
period  actively  interested  in  farming"  and 
did  much  for  the  improvement  of  this 
part  of  the  county.  Now  he  is  largely 
enjoying'  a  well  earned  rest,  but  still  gives 
personal  supervision  to  his  farming  inter- 
ests. His  birth  occurred  in  St.  Clair- 
ville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  on  the  26th 
of  September,  1824.  His  father,  Abner 
Wells,  was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Virginia  on  what  was  called  Apple  Pie 
ridge,  his  parents  being  Abner  and  Debo- 
rah (Haines)  ^\'ells,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Wales  and  the  latter  of  England. 
.Abner  Wells,  Jr.,  was  reared  in  Vir- 
ginia and  in  Ohio  and  w'as  married  in  the 
latter  state  to  Miss  Martha  Murphy, 
whose  birth  occurred  near  L'niontown, 
Pennsylvania,  and  who  w^as  a  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Murphy,  also  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells 
had  been  resident  of  Ohio  from  1802 
and  were  thus  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  who  had  made  their  way  across 
the  mountains  into  the  Buckeye  state  and 
assisted  in  reclaiming  it  from  the  domain 
of  savages  for  the  use  of  the  white  men. 
They  spent  more  than  a  half  century  in 
Ohio  and  in  1854  came  to  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  Wells  purchased  two 
hundred  acres  of  wild  prairie  land  in 
Canaan  township.  Of  this  he  gave  one 
hundred  acres  to  his  son  Pucius  and  the 
remaining  one  hundred  acres  to  his  son 
Richard,  while  he  made  his  home  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  which 
occurred  December  23,  1876.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  August,  1881.  Mr.  \\'ells 
and  his  son  Lucius  conducted  a  tavern 
on    the    pike    for    seventeen    years,    but 


neither  father  nor  son  ever  took  a  drink 
of  liquor. 

In  the  old-time  subscription  schools  of 
Ohio  Lucius  M.  Wells  acc[uired  his  edu- 
cation, although  his  privileges  in  that 'di- 
rection were  somewhat  limited.  He  was 
reared  amid  pioneer  surroundings,  shar- 
ing in  the  hardships  and  trials  as  well  as 
the  pleasures  and  privileges  of  pioneer 
life.  He  also  aided  in-  the  arduous  task 
of  developing  new  land  and  he  continued 
a  resident  of  Ohio  until  1854,  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  and  re- 
ceived from  his  father  one  hundred  acres 
of  land,  situated  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  Canaan  township,  on  section  5.  Here 
he  first  broke  forty  acres  of  prairie  land, 
remaining  upon  the  new  farm  until  the 
2ist  of  January,  1855,  when  a  great  snow 
fell — memorable  in  the  history  of  the 
county.  Feeling  that  they  wished  the 
comforts  and  shelter  of  the  town,  he  and 
his  wife  started  to  Mount  Pleasant  with 
a  two-horse  wagon  and  were  all  day  in 
making  the  trip,  covering  a  distance  of 
ten  miles.  When  the  weather  made  fur- 
ther labor  possible  Mr.  Wells  returned  to 
the  farm  and  continued  the  work  of  im- 
proving his  place  until  1865,  when  he 
traded  that  property  for  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  8,  Canaan 
township.  The  land  which  his  father 
purchased  cost  but  four  dollars  per  acre, 
owing  to  the  unimproved  condition  and 
the  fact  that  the  country  was  so  thinly 
settled.  The  place  which  he  got  in  trade 
for  his  original  farm  had  a  shanty  upon 
it  and  also  a  prairie  stable,  while  forty 
acres  of  the  land  had  been  broken  and 
had  been  fenced  with  a  two-rail  fence. 
Mr.    Wells   broke   the   remainder   of   the 
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land,  following  the  breaking  plow  as  the 
sod  was  turned,  afterward  going  over  it 
with  a  harrow  and  later  planting  his 
fields,  which  in  due  course  of  time 
brought  forth  good  harvests.  He  also 
enclosed  his  farm  with  a  board  fence  and 
as  opportunity  permitted  he  added  all 
modern  equipments  and  accessories  to  his 
place.  He  built  a  house  of  seven  rooms, 
likewise  a  good  barn.  A  thorough  sys- 
tem of  draining  makes  his  land  very 
arable.  He  continued  to  successfully 
carry  on  general  farming"  until  1901, 
when  he  retired  from  active  business  life 
and  took  up  his  abode  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, but  after  a  year  he  returned  to  the 
home  farm,  where  he  is  now  living. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  1850,  in  Ohio, 
Mr.  Wells  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Louise  Attlesey,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land and  is  a  daughter  of  William  Attle- 
sey. They  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  ^^"illiam  E.,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Kansas;  Anna  E.,  the  wife  of 
William  Spittle,  a  resident  of  Canaan 
township ;  Leslie,  who  is  living  in  Des 
Moines  county ;  Justin,  of  Washington 
county,  Kansas ;  Harry,  who  resides  in 
Canaan  township;  James  and  Pearl,  both 
of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  Eulalia, 
-who  became  the  wife  of  George  Tallman 
and  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five 
years.  The  first  wife  of  INIr.  Wells  died 
in  July,  1 87 1,  and  was  buried  upon  the 
old  home  farm.  He  afterward  wedded 
Mary  Newkirk,  the  widow  of  Elias  Hill- 
yard.  She  had  one  child  by  her  former 
marriage,  Estella,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Edward  Norbom,  of  Canaan  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Wells  was  born  in  Wiscon- 
sin and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 


(Harris)  Newkirk,  who  were  nati\-es  of 
Oneida  county.  New  York.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wells  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren :  Laura  B.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
William  S.  Bird,  who  resides  upon  the 
old  home  farm;  Blondeen,  the  wife  of 
Frank  Short,  of  Canaan  township ;  Eva 
Myrtle,  now  the  wife  of  John  Krieger, 
who  was  born  in  Flint  River  township, 
Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  on  November 
13,  1882,  and  son  of  Frederick  and  Rickie 
(Scaele)  Krieger.  The  father  is  a  promi- 
nent farmer  of  Flint  River  township,  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa ;  Richard  Earl  and 
Flossie  Marion  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Wells  has  now  advanced  far  on 
the  journey  of  life  and  can  look  back  over 
the  past  without  regret  and  forward  to 
the  future  without  fear,  for  he  has  ever 
li\'ed  honorably  and  peaceably  with  his 
fellow  men.  He  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  and  has  served  as  school  director 
and  township  supervisor.  Since  1865  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  of  Canaan  township  and  his 
life  has  been  in  harmony  with  his  pro- 
fessions. All  who  know  him  entertain 
for  him  warm  regard  and  he  is  today 
one  of  the  venerable  and  honorable  resi- 
dents of  the  county  and  one  who  for  }-ears 
has  been  identified  with  its  interests,  his 
aid  and  influence  being  a  potent  element 
for  good. 


ARTLS  B.  COCKAYNE. 

Artus  B.  Cockayne  is  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
Uon  II,  Scott  township,  and  in  the  work 
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of  improvement  and  development  here  he 
has    shown    thorough     famiHarity    with 
modern   methods   of   farming,    while   his 
labors  have  been  characterized  by  a  prac- 
tical spirit  that  produces  results.     He  is 
a  native  son  of  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa, 
born  on  the  15th  of  May.   1859,  and  he 
was  the  twelfth   in  order  of  birth   in  a 
family   of   thirteen   children,    seven    sons 
and  six  daughters,  who  were  born  unto 
Hiram  and  Elizabeth  (Riggs)  Cockayne. 
His    parents   were  natives   of     Marshall 
county,  Virginia,  and  the  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  John  Riggs  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion.     Leaving  the   south   they   made 
their  way   westward  to   Iowa,   traveling 
bv    team  to  a  town  on  the  Ohio    rixQY, 
where  they  eml:)arked  on  a  steamer,  pro- 
ceeding   down  that   stream  and   up    the 
Mississippi    river    to    Burlington.      They 
then     continued   their   journey   to     Flint 
River     township,     Des     Moines     county, 
which    was    then  a  pioneer    district,    in 
which  the  work  of  development  and  im- 
provement had  scarcely  been  begun.     Mr. 
Cockayne  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  frontier 
settlers  and  entered  from  the  government 
five  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
built  a  log  house.     This  was  previous  to 
1840    and   few   indeed   were   the     settle- 
ments that  had  been  made  at  that  time 
in  eastern  Iowa.  Of  this  claim  there  were 
about  seventy-five  acres  that  could  be  cul- 
tivated at  the  time  of  the  purchase  but 
he   at   once  began   to   further   clear   and 
develop  the  farm  and  in  course  of  time 
placed  many  acres  under  the  plow.     He 
also  sold  a  portion  of  the  land  previous  to 
clearing     it.       His     time     and     energies 
throughout  his  remaining  days  were  de- 
voted to  farm  work  there  and  he  resided 


upon  the  old  homestead  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  August  18,  1869.  His 
wife  continued  upon  the  old  homestead 
for  about  sixteen  years  longer  and  then 
went  to  Cass  county,  Iowa,  to  live  with 
lier  son,  J.  H.  Cockayne,  with  whom  she 
resided  for  about  twenty  years.  She  then 
became  a  member  of  the  family  of  Artus 
B.  Cockayne,  living  with  him  for  a  short 
time  in  Des  Moines  county,  after  which 
she  went  to  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  George  Riffel  in  the  same  county 
and  there  died  in  December,  1889,  at  an 
advanced  age. 

Artus  B.  Cockayne  lived  with  his 
mother  until  twent3^-six  years  of  age  and 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Flint  River  township.  When 
not  occupied  with  his  text-books  his  at- 
tention was  devoted  to  the  labors  of  the 
farm  and  when  he  left  home  in  1885  he 
began  farming  on  his  own  account.  He 
first  rented  land  in  AA'ashington  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  for  sixteen  years  and 
his  savings  during  that  period  enabled 
him,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1891,  to 
purchase  one  hundred  and  s/sty  acres  of 
land  on  section  11,  Scott  township, 
Henry  county.  Fle  has  sines  built  a  hay 
barn,  twenty  by  thirty-two  feet,  and  has 
put  eighteen  thousand  tile  on  his  place 
and  about  one  thousand  had  already  been 
laid  so  that  his  land  is  now  splendidly 
drained  and  its  productiveness  thereby 
greatly  augmented.  He  carries  on  gen.- 
eral  farming  and  raises  about  ten  head 
of  shorthorn  cattle  each  year,  together 
with  ten  or  twelve  horses  and  about  forty 
head  of  Poland  China  hogs,  the  sale  of 
his  stock  adding  materially  to  his  income. 
On    the     I  St  of  January,     1885,    Mr. 
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Cockayne  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie 
Schnittger,  a  native  of  Burlington,  Iowa, 
and  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Fred- 
erica  Sclinittger,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cockayne  were  born  two  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Artus  Walter,  born  February 
21,  1886;  Roily  Herman,  August  9, 
1889;  and  Rosa  Lily,  December  5,  1895. 
All  are  yet  at  home.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  March  i,  1896.  and  on  the 
28th  of  December,  1897,  Mr.  Cockayne 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Miss  Caroline  Sclinittger,  who 
was  born  in  Burlington  and  is  a  sister 
of  his  first  wife.  They  are  now  pleas- 
antly located  upon  the  home  farm  in 
Scott  township  and  have  many  warm 
friends  in  this  community.  Mr.  Coc- 
kayne is  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious 
belief  and  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  neither  time  nor  inclina- 
tion for  public  office,  perferring  to  give 
his  attention  to  his  business  alTairs. 


JOSEPH  L.  GOE. 

Joseph  L.  Goe,  who  has  been  engaged 
in  business  interests  in  Mount  Pleasant 
from  an  early  ])eriod  in  its  development, 
but  is  no\v  living  retired,  was  born  in 
Brownsville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1826,  and 
there  spent  his  childhood  and  youth.  His 
father  was  a  shoemaker.  In  early  man- 
hood the  son  left  the  Keystone  state  for 
Ohio,  settling  at  Seven  Miles,  where  he 
was  married  to  ?iliss  Cvnthia  Samuels. 


In  1855  Mr.  Goe  came  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant and  engaged  in  the  dray  and  transfer 
business.  This  place  was  then  a  small 
town,  and  no  railroads  had  been  built 
through  this  section,  so  Mr.  Goe  engaged 
in  hauling  freight  from  the  river.  After 
the  building  of  the  railroad  he  continued 
in  the  transfer  business,  receiving  a  liberal 
patronage  as  the  years  went  by,  and  suc- 
cessfully carrying  on  this  line  of  activity 
until  1885.  In  the  meantime  he  had  also 
established  a  livery  barn,  and  in  1889 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  son  under 
the  firm  name  of  J.  L.  Goe  &  Son,  but  has 
not  been  active  in  the  management  of  this 
enterprise,  which  has  been  left  largely  to 
the  care  of  the  junior  partner,  who  has 
developed  one  of  the  leading  livery  barns 
of  southeastern  Iowa.  Mr.  Goe  is  now 
the  oldest  livery  man  actively  engaged  in 
the  business  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  now  be- 
ing in  his  eighty-first  year,  although  he 
ap])ears  much  younger. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goe  have  been  born 
eig-ht  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  liv- 
ing :  Louis  C. ;  Charles  B. ;  Mrs.  Mary 
Ogden,  of  Topeka.  Kansas ;  Ola,  living  in 
this  city;  and  Mrs.  Emma  Strawn,  of  To- 
peka, Kansas.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
are  well  known  in  the  city,  which  has  been 
their  home  for  a  half  century,  and  where 
they  have  g'ained  many  warm  friends. 
Mr.  Goe  is  one  of  the  oldest  Odd  Fellows 
of  this  part  of  the  state,  having  been  an 
exemplary  member  of  the  order  for  fifty 
years.  He  started  upon  his  business  ca- 
reer empty-handed,  but  labor  has  proven 
the  foundation  of  his  prosperity,  and  he 
has  worked  his  way  upward  from  a  hum- 
ble financial  position  to  one  of  affluence. 
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WILLIAM  SHERMAN  JUDY. 

William  Sherman  Judy,  treasurer  of 
Henry  county,  and  a  resident  of  JMount 
Pleasant,  was  born  in  West  Point  town- 
ship, Lee  county,  Iowa,  July  3,  1865,  I'^is 
parents  being  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (  Em- 
mett)  Judy.  The  father  was  born  in 
Montgomei'y  county,  Ohio,  and  removed 
to  Springfield,  Illinois,  where  he  resided 
until  twenty-four  years  of  age.  In  1834 
he  came  to  Lee  county,  and  located  in 
West  Point  township  amid  its  pioneers. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof,  Wil- 
liam Sherman  Judy  acquired  his  prelimi- 
nary education  in  the  public  schools  and 
afterward  attended  Denmark  Academy, 
the  oldest  chartered  educational  institution 
in  the  state  of  Iowa.  He  assisted  his  fa- 
ther through  the  periods  of  vacation  and 
remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  the 
time  of  his  marriage  in  1896.  As  his  fa- 
ther ad\anced  in  years  he  relieved  him 
more  and  more  of  the  care  of  the  farm 
until  he  had  assumed  its  entire  manage- 
ment. On  the  17th  of  June,  1896,  was 
celebrated  his  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Bell, 
of  Burlington,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  John 
Bell,  who  for  many  years  lived  near  Sa- 
lem,  Heniy  county. 

For  a  year  following  his  marriage  Mr. 
Jud}'  engaged  in  merchandising  at  La- 
Crew,  Lee  county,  Iowa,  conducting  a 
general  store,  and  on  selling  out  he  went 
to  Salem,  Henry  county,  where  for  a  year 
he  was  connected  with  the  Salem  Bank. 
He  also  owned  and  superintended  a  farm  a 
mile  south  of  town,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1898  he  took  up  his  abode  upon  the  farm, 
comprising  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  rich  arable  land.  His  attention  was  then 


devoted  to  general  agricultural  pursuits 
and  stock-raising,  and  his  fields  were 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  also  raised  good  grades  of  stock' and 
his  business  yielded  him  a  fair  profit. 

Mr.  Judy  has  always  been  interested  in 
the  political  questions  and  issues  of  the 
day,  and  while  in  Lee  county  had  become 
an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  (jf  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  was  nominated  for  school 
superintendent  in  1895,  but  because  of  the 
strong  democratic  majority  in  that  county 
was  not  elected,  although  he  ran  far  ahead 
of  his  ticket  and  was  defeated  by  only  nine- 
ty-two ^'otes.  In  1903  he  was  nominated  in 
Henry  county  for  the  position  of  county 
treasurer  and  was  elected  by  a  good  ma- 
jority. The  new  election  law  of  incum- 
bency will  cover  three  years,  and  he  is 
discharging  the  duties  of  the  office  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents,  his  administration  being  char- 
acterized by  a  systematic,  methodical  and 
faithful  performance  of  every  duty  that 
devolves  upon  him.  He  still  owns  his 
farm,  which  is  being  carried  on  by  a  part- 
ner, and  he  is  interested  in  the  breeding 
of  Percheron  horses,  having  two  registered 
animals,  also  of  Shropshire  sheep  and  Po- 
land China  hogs,  having  a  number  of  im- 
ported sheep  upon  his  place.  In  this  re- 
gard he  is  now  coming  to  be  known  among 
the  leading  breeders  of  fine  sheep  and  hogs 
in  eastern  Iowa. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judy  have  been 
born  three  sons,  James  M.,  Robert  P.  and 
Emmett,  aged  resiDectvely  seven,  six  and 
four  years.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  church,  and  they  own  a 
fine  home  at  No.  407  South  j\Iain  street, 
in  Mount  Pleasant.     Eraternally  Mr.  Judy 


46 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


is  connected  with  the  Aloclern  Woodmen 
of  America.  He  is  a  typical  Iowa  citi- 
ten,  alert  and  enterprising,  with  a  recogiii- 
tion  of  possibilities  of  this  section  of  the 
state  and  a  desire  for  successful  accom- 
plishment in  all  matters  of  citizenship  and 
general  progress. 


ISAAC  T.  GIBSON. 

Isaac  T.  Gibson,  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed and  honored  residents  of  Henry 
county,  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Sa- 
lem, was  born  in  Greene  county  near  Old- 
town,  Ohio,  JMay  ii.  1831,  his  parents 
being  Monttelian  and  Sarah  ( Embree) 
Gibson.  The  father  was  born  in  Lou- 
doun county,  Virginia.  In  1805  he  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  mil- 
ler's trade  at  Ellicott's  Mills,  acting  as 
managers  of  Embree's  Mills  on  the  Mi- 
ami river  for  many  years.  He  married  Sa- 
rah Embree,  the  daughter  of  his  employer, 
who  removed  from  Virginia  to  East  Ten- 
nessee at  a  very  early  day  and  there 
erected  an  iron  furnace,  which  he  con- 
ducted in  connection  with  his  sons.  Elihu 
and  Elijah,  until  his  removal  to  Ohio.  He 
was  also  a  surveyor  and  did  much  in  that 
direction  and  he  compiled  and  printed  a 
phonetic  spelling  book,  making  the  type 
in  his  own  iron  plant.  He  possessed  much 
ability  and  left  the  impress  of  his  indi- 
viduality for  good  upon  each  community 
with  which  he  was  associated  for  any 
length  of  time.  His  two  sons  seem  to 
have  inherited  their  father's  energy  and 


ability.  Elijah  Embree  entered  politics 
and  canvassed  the  state  of  Tennessee  in 
connection  with  Andrew  Jackson,  when 
he  was  candidate  for  governor,  Elijah 
Embree  being  at  the  same  time  a  candi- 
date for  congress.  Elihu  Embree  was  an 
earnest  opponent  of  slavery  and  joined 
with  other  Friends  in  purchasing  the  type 
and  other  equipment  for  the  Emancipa- 
tor, of  which  he  became  editor.  This  w^as 
the  first  paper  devoted  to  advocating  the 
freedom  of  the  slaves  and  a  copy  of  this 
is  in  possession  of  Thomas  J.  Wilson,  a 
son-in-law  of  Elihu  Embree  and  an  own 
cousin  of  Mr.  Gibson.  The  first  number 
of  the  Emancipator,  was  published  at 
Jonesboro,  Tennessee,  dated  the  "fourth 
month  (April)  30,  1820."  It  was  a  splen- 
didly edited  sheet  and  its  circulation 
reached  two  thousand  copies,  having  sub- 
scribers in  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 
Elihu  Embree  was  one  of  the  greatest 
abolitionists  of  his  time.  In  reply  to  one 
who  opposed  emancipation  he  wrote:  "In 
answer  to  these  insurmountable  diffi- 
culties it  has  been  observed  that  as  slav- 
ery is  a  moral  evil  it  ought  to  be  removed 
as  speedily  as  possible  and  trust  the  con- 
sequences of  such  a  duty  in  the  hands  of 
an  unerring  providence,  who  punished  the 
Egyptians  for  disobedience  in  a  similar 
case  but  has  never  suffered  the  obedient 
in  any  age  or  nation  to  sustain  any  real 
loss  in  consequence  of  their  submission 
to  His  commands."  Elihu  Embree  urged 
and  stirred  up  the  preachers  to  keep 
abreast  w^ith  the  times  and  be  more  faith- 
ful in  their  efforts  to  destroy  slavery.  An 
other  able  and  interesting  local  entitled 
"Elihu  Embree,  Abolitionist."  by  E.  E. 
Hoes  mav  be  found  in  the  earlv  number 
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of  1893  Quarterly  Review,  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  South,  in  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. 

Sarah  Embree,  sister  of  Elihu  Embree, 
and  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  December  19,  1784,  and  died 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years, 
five  months  and  twelve  days.  She  pos- 
sessed a  full  share  of  the  family  charac- 
teristics and  was  a  remarkable  woman  of 
strong  mentality,  of  great  natural  ability 
and  force  of  character.  Her  benevolent 
spirit  was  shown  in  her  unfailing  kind- 
ness to  the  poor  and  needy  and  to  those 
who  needed  sympathy  and  assistance  and 
the  same  qualities  seem  to  have  been  in- 
herited by  her  son,  Isaac  T.  Gibson,  whose 
life  has  been  largely  devoted  to  philan- 
thropy. After  their  marriage  ]\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Monttelian  Gibson  settled  upon  a 
part  of  the  Embree  entry  where  their  chil- 
dren were  born.  Esther,  the  eldest,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Owen  and  after  his  death 
Eleazer  Bales,  who  was  a  prominent  min- 
ister of  the  Friends  church,  and  died 
about  1887.  Mrs.  Bales  is  also  deceased. 
jMaria  Gibson  became  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Wildman,  a  farmer  who  died  in 
Clark  county,  Ohio,  and  she  has  also 
passed  away.  Elijah  is  also  deceased. 
Tamar  and  Rachel  were  twins  and  mar- 
ried George  and  Peter  Hobson.  brothers. 
Both  brothers  are  deceased,  as  is  Rachel, 
but  Tamar  makes  her  home  with  her 
brother,  Mr.  Gibson.  The  two  sisters 
were  married  within  a  few  months  of 
each  other  and  they  were  the  first  fami- 
lies in  Salem,  Iowa.  Deborah  Gibson  be- 
came the  wife  of  Jesse  Hadley  and  died  a 
year  later.  Hannah  became  the  wnfe  of 
Caleb  Easterling  and  had  two  children. 


She  is  now  deceased.  After  the  death  of 
her  first  husband  Tamar  Gibson  Hobson 
became  the  wife  of  James  Comer,  who  is 
also  deceased.  She  has  had  ten  children : 
Eliza  Jane,  deceased ;  Esther,  Hannah 
Ann  and  Sarah,  who  have  also  passed 
away;  Alary  who  is  the  wife  of  Stephen 
Perkins,  by  wdiom  she  has  three  chil- 
dren and  makes  her  home  in  Fairfield, 
Iowa ;  George  Harvey,  who  is  living  in 
Albia,  Iowa ;  Rachel,  a  resident  of  Sa- 
lem, Iowa,  who  is  the  widow  of  George 
Goff  and  has  seven  children;  Ella  Mar- 
tha, the  wife  of  Alfred  Cook,  of  the  state 
of  Washington,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children ;  and  Cassius,  deceased.  Mrs. 
Comer  is  a  remarkable  old  lady.  She 
was  born  January  8,  1820,  and  has  there- 
fore reached  the  eighty-sixth  milestone 
on  life's  journey.  She  possesses  a  beau- 
tiful disposition  and  all  her  faculties,  and 
is  yet  able  to  sew  and  perform  some  other 
household  duties. 

Isaac  T.  Gibson  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Ohio,  receiving  but  limited  edu- 
cational privileges.  He  married  Anna  M. 
Hiatt,  of  Salem,  Iowa,  who  was  born  in 
1835,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Allen  Hiatt, 
who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
She  acquired  her  education  in  Earlham 
College  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  began  housekeeping 
in  Salem.  Mr.  Gibson  was  at  that  time 
a  merchant  of  Salem,  in  which  business 
he  continued  for  ten  years,  after  which  he 
joined  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Hiatt,  in 
the  conduct  of  a  nursery  and  also  in 
farming  operations.  For  many  years  he 
continued  to  carry  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  but  is  now  living  retired,  main- 
taining his  home  in  Salem.     He  has  been 
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a  very  prominent  and  active  factor  in 
public  life,  his  efforts  gaining  him  more 
than  local  prominence.  He  served  on  the 
school  board  for  several  terms,  was  secre- 
tary and  a  member  of  the  village  council 
for  seven  years  and  also  acted  as  its 
clerk.  \\'hile  he  was  the  incumbent  in 
that  office  a  new  charter  for  the  village 
was  obtained.  For  many  years  he  was 
notary  public  and  he  was  also  secretary 
of  the  first  county  agricultural  society 
which  held  its  fair  in  Salem.  x\n  earnest 
Christian  man  he  has  ever  done  much 
for  the  upbuilding  of  the  church.  He  was 
likewise  a  member  of  the  Northwestern 
Freedmen's  Aid  Commission,  which  was 
organized  in  Chicago  in  1864,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  board  of  managers  which 
was  composed  of  eminent  men  from  all 
the  Christian  bodies  of  the  northwest.  He 
continued  a  member  of  this  board  until  it 
was  merged  into  the  American  Mission- 
ary Association.  This  commission  was 
the  channel  through  which  the  benevo- 
lent people  of  the  northwest  sent  their 
contributions  in  aid  of  the  suffering  freed- 
men  of  the  south  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  war  and  following  its  close.  After 
the  war  Mr.  Gibson  was  sent  to  establish 
schools  among  the  colored  people  of  the 
southwest  and  was  also  appointed  agent 
of  the  American  Missionary  Association 
and  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  by  Gen- 
eral O.  O.  Howard.  He  was  engaged  in 
Missouri  for  two  years  in  organizing 
schools  and  secured  the  introduction  of 
free  schools  for  colored  people.  During 
this  time  he  was  frequently  threatened 
with  personal  violence.  He  secured  pub- 
lic school  buildings  for  the  many  colored 
people   whose  parents  paid  heavy  taxes 


in  St.  Louis.  At  this  time  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  state  legislature  a  member 
of  the  reform  school  board,  of  which  he 
was  made  treasurer  and  superintendent 
of  the  completion  of  \^'hite's  Institute,  the 
first  reform  school  building  in  this  state. 
He  was  also  United  States  Indian  agent 
of  the  Osage  and  other,  tribes  in  the  In- 
dian Territory  and  during  the  trying 
times  in  1869  between  the  whites  and  the 
Indians  he  succeeded  in  bringing  about  a 
better  condition  of  affairs  and  in  winning 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  both  parties. 
He  continued  in  the  work  until  1876  with 
great  success.  He  prevented  the  passing 
of  a  treaty  which  by  fraud  the  Osages 
had  been  induced  to  make,  selling  eight 
million  acres  of  land  which  they  owned 
in  the  best  part  of  southwestern  Kansas 
for  eighteen  cents  per  acre.  He  for- 
warded through  the  assistant  superin- 
tendent all  the  information  he  could 
gather  to  the  government  and  General 
Grant  withdrew  the  treaty.  He  repre- 
sented the  Indians  at  the  next  congress  in 
A\^ashington  and  aided  in  securing  the 
first  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  sale  of  the 
lands  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre 
and  placing  the  proceeds  at  interest  for 
the  Osage  Indians,  thus  making  them  a 
wealthy  tribe.  At  length  resigning  his 
position  as  Indian  agent  he  spent  two 
years  in  Washington,  D.  C,  as  claim 
agent  and  while  there  also  acted  as  presi- 
dent of  the  National  Christian  Associa- 
tion for  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was 
likewise  secretary  of  the  National  Arbi- 
tration League,  whose  object  it  is  to  sub- 
stitute arbitration  for  war  between  the 
nations,  the  president  of  the  league  being 
Governor  Stanton,  of  Kansas.     He  was 
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also  secretary  of  the  national  convention 
held  at  Washington,  of  which  Hon.  Ed- 
ward S.  Tobey,  of  Boston,  was  president. 
Mr.  Gibson  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa 
Friends  Peace  Society  and  after  his  re- 
turn to  Salem  he  never  missed  an  annual 
meeting  unless  absent  upon  official  busi- 
ness until  the  ill  health  of  his  wife  caused 
him  to  remain  at  home.  He  has  been 
treasurer  of.  the  missionary  board  of  Iowa 
yearly  meeting  and  president  of  the 
church  evangelical  committee.  In  1867, 
while  the  Friends  were  trying  to  sustain 
a  school  the  "Whittier  College  Associa- 
tion" was  formed  by  him  and  other 
Friends  and  the  work  carried  forward  to 
successful  completion.  Mr.  Gibson  was 
secretary  and  financial  manager  of  the 
board  from  its  organization  but  has  de- 
clined all  other  positions  for  some  years. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Gibson,  strongly  op- 
posing the  cause  of  slavery,  became  a  re- 
publican upon  the  organization  of  the 
party  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
further  extension  of  slavery  but  in  more 
recent  years  has  been  a  prohibitionist,  be- 
lieving that  the  temperance  question  is 
one  of  the  most  important  today  before 
the  people. 

Following  his  return  to  Salem  he  also 
carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
for  many  years,  but  in  1898  his  wife's 
health  failed  and  since  that  time  he  has 
been  retired  from  active  farming,  now 
renting  his  land,  a  part  of  which  is  now 
within  the  city  corporation  limits.  He 
makes  his  home  in  Salem  (  devoting  his 
entire  time  to  the  care  of  his  wife.  Mr. 
Gibson  was  a  candidate  for  governor  in 

1 89 1  on   the  prohibition   ticket   and    in 

1892  and  1893  was  state  chairman  of  the 


Prohibition  party,  while  in  1894  he  was 
prohibition  candidate  for  congress.  He  is 
an  elder  in  the  Friends  church  in  Salem. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  four  died  in  in- 
fancy. Allen  H.,  the  eldest  living  son, 
was  born  in  Salem  in  1861  and  married 
Miss  Ida  Pratt.  He  is  manager  of  a  large 
department  store  which  has  an  extensive 
patronage  from  the  civilized  Indians  on 
the  Osage  Reservation  and  he  speaks  the 
Indian  language  fluently.  Unto  him  and 
his  wife  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Mary 
Ella.  ]\Iary  E.  Gibson,  born  July  8, 
1862,  was  a  successful  teacher  of  Henry 
county,  was  also  employed  as  a  teacher  by 
the  Osage  agency  and  taught  for  one  year 
in  the  public  schools  of  Washington.  D.  C. 
She  died  in  Salem  March  8,  1892,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-nine  years  and  nine  months 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Friends  ceme- 
tery, at  Salem.  She  was  a  true  and  de- 
voted Christian  and  though  her  eyesight 
was  almost  entirely  destroyed  prior  to 
her  death,  she  bore  her  affliction  with 
Christian  fortitude.  Realizing  that  her 
end  was  near,  she  selected  the  hymns  to 
])e  sung  at  her  funeral,  the  funeral  sermon 
being  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Davis,  of  the 
Congregational  church  in  the  Friends 
church.  He  selected  as  his  text,  "What 
are  those  which  are  arrayed  in  white 
robes  and  whence  came  they?"  Thomas 
Embree  Gibson,  a  younger  son,  attended 
Wesleyan  College  in  Mount  Pleasant  and 
is  now  a  director  and  assistant  cashier  in 
the  First  National  Bank  at  the  Osage 
agency,  now  called  Pauhuska.  The  de- 
ceased are:  Sarah,  John  M..  Anna  M., 
and  Nopawalla,  who  was  born  in  the  In- 
dian country  and  was  named  in  honor  of 
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a  chief  noted  for  his  efforts  in  bringing 
about  the  civiHzation  of  his  people  and  he 
was  a  man  of  stanch  character,  greatly 
beloved  by  the  Gibson  family. 

Although  Mr.  Gibson's  educational  ad- 
vantages were  extremely  meager,  by 
reading,  experience,  observation,  and  re- 
search he  added  greatly  to  his  knowlege 
and  has  today  a  mind  which  is  a  store- 
house full  of  information.  He  has  kept 
in  touch  with  the  great  onward  move- 
ments of  the  world  for  the  betterment  of 
mankind,  possesses  a  gentle,  retiring  na- 
ture combined  with  a  strength  of  char- 
acter that  enables  him  to  meet  with  forti- 
tude all  discouragements  and  hardships 
of  life  and  to  press  forward  "to  the  mark 
of  the  prize  of  the  high  calling."  He  has 
had  a  wide  acquaintance  among  promi- 
nent ment  of  the  country  and  all  esteem 
and  value  him  because  of  the  splendid 
work  he  has  accomplished  in  behalf  of  the 
right,  the  true  and  the  good. 


PETER  THEODORE  TWINTING. 

P.  T.  Twinting,  deceased,  was  for  about 
twenty-five  years  a  factor  in  business  cir- 
cles in  Mount  Pleasant,  and  public  opinion 
was  undivided  concerning  his  ability  and 
also  his  right  to  the  high  esteem  which 
was  uniformly  accorded  him.  He  was  born 
in  Xanten  Rhenish,  Prussia,  December  14. 
1825,  and  was  the  oldest  son  of  well-to-do 
parents.  His  education  was  acquired  in 
the  land  of  his  nativity,  and  he  came  to 
America  in  1848,  when  a  young  man  of 


twenty-three  years,  but  after  his  father's 
death  he  returned  to  Germany  in  order  to 
settle  up  the  estate.  In  1850  he  came 
again  to  the  new  world,  making  his  way 
to  Cincinnati,  w^here  he  accepted  a  clerk- 
ship in  a  dry  goods  store.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year,  however,  he  removed  to 
Madison,  Indiana,  where  he  embarked  in 
the  dry  goods  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  afterward  came  to  Iowa,  set- 
tling about  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Mount  Pleasant,  in  Henry  county,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm,  and  there  he  lived 
for  seven  years  as  a  successful  agricultur- 
ist. Removing  from  the  farm  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  he  opened  a  grocery  store  on  the 
south  side  of  the  square,  which  he  con- 
ducted for  about  two  years,  part  of  which 
time  he  was  in  partnership  with  George 
B.  Okell,  and  then  removed  to  North 
Main  street,  where  he  carried  on  the  same 
business  for  twenty-one  years  in  one  build- 
ing, which  he  purchased  and  remodeled  in 
1 87 1,  and  which  is  still  known  as  the 
Twinting  store.  Prosperity  attended  his 
labors,  and  he  had  a  large  patronage,  his 
extensive  sales  bringing  him  a  gratifying 
annual  income.  On  account  of  failing 
health,  however,  he  sold  out  to  the  firm  of 
Hackney  &  Speer,  of  Fairfield.  After  a 
time,  Mr.  Speer  withdrew  and  later  Mr. 
Hackney  sold  the  store  to  Mr.  Duncan, 
who  is  now  proprietor,  while  Theodore 
Twinting,  son  of  our  subject,  yet  owns  the 
building.  Mr.  Twinting  was  one  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  First  National  Bank, 
and  was  a  quiet,  retired  business  man, 
whose  influence,  however,  was  a  potent 
factor  for  the  maintenance  of  a  high 
standard  of  commercial  ethics. 

In  1846  Mr.  Twinting  was  married  to 
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Miss  Catherine  Thompson,  of  Madison, 
Indiana,  who  died  in  i860,  leaving  one 
son,  Theodore  F.  Twinting.  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  in  Pasadena, 
CaHfornia.  He  married  Regina  Bird, 
third  daughter  of  Dr.  WelHngton  Bird, 
whose  history  appears  on  another  page  of 
tliis  work.  They  have  three  daughters 
and  one  son,  Catherine,  Bertha,  Sarah  and 
George.  In  September,  1861,  Mr.  Twint- 
ing  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Jane  Schwenker,  the 
widow  of  WilHam  Schwenker,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Twinting  had 
one  child,  Ida  May,  still  at  home.  Mrs. 
Jane  Twinting  was  born  near  Bremen, 
Hanover,  Germany,  November  5,  1825,  a 
daughter  of  John  F.  and  Anna  Bruning. 
Her  parents  were  agriculturists,  he 
being  one  of  the  literary  men  of  his  neigh- 
borhood. In  1837  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruning, 
with  their  family  of  five  children,  came  to 
the  United  States.  They  located  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio.  There  Mr.  Bruning  died 
in  1849,  and  the  mother  made  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  now  Mrs.  Twinting. 
Jane  Bruning  received  her  education  in 
Cincinnati,  and  there  married  William 
Schwenker,  who  at  that  time  was  in  busi- 
ness with  J.  M.  Bradstreet,  the  founder 
of  the  well  known  Bradstreet  commercial 
agency.  There  they  made  their  home  till 
the  death  of  Mr.  Schwenker  July  9,  1850, 
leaving  two  children,  Emma  L.  and  Wil- 
liam, who  died  a  few  years  later.  Soon 
after  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Schwenker  removed  with  her  family  to 
Madison,  Indiana,  where  she  continued  to 
reside  till  her  marriage. 

The  family  have  occupied  their  present 
residence  at  the  corner  of  East  Washing- 


ton and  Harrison  streets  since  1870.  They 
have  a  beautifully  located  old  homestead, 
which  was  remoledel  by  Mr.  Twinting 
soon  after  its  purchase. 

Mr.  Twinting  voted  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  its 
principles,  but  not  an  active  politician.  He 
held  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  he  was  deeply  interested,  serving 
as  senior  warden  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  passed  away  September  10,  1893,  '^^'i 
was  buried  in  Forest  Home  cemetery. 
There  was  no  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant 
who  more  fully  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  people  or  more  richly  deserved  the  es- 
teem in  which  he  was  held.  Honorable  in 
business  life  and  in  citizenship,  charitable 
in. thought,  kindly. in  action,  given  to  gen- 
erous hospitality,  true  to  every  trust  con- 
fided to  his  care,  his  life  was  a  high  type 
of  Christian  manhood. 


JAMES   ADDISON   THROOP. 

The  modern  newspaper  demands  both 
business  skill  and  intellectual  ability  in  its 
management.  Especially  is  this  true  of 
those  publications  that  are  somewhat  met- 
ropolitan in  their  character,  and  undertake 
to  enforce  ideas  and  advance  policies  as 
well  as  to  disseminate  the  news.  The  edi- 
torial profession  is  a  field  where  charac- 
ter, ability,  and  integrity  are  factors  of 
success  in  no  small  degree ;  and  he  who 
occupies  the  editorial  chair  largely  sways 
the  destiny  of  the  country.  And  while  it  is 
true  he  may  not  far  outrun  public  opinion, 
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still  he  leads.  Day  after  day,  and  week 
after  week,  he  leads,  exhorts  and  entreats, 
and  gradually  the  people  follow  him. 
They  respect  his  moral  character,  yield  to 
his  fervid  appeals,  and  adopt  his  opinions 
as  their  own. 

A  striking-  illustration  of  the  editor  at 
his  best  estate  is  presented  in  the  life  his- 
tory and  personal  character  of  the  man 
whose  name  introduces  this  article.  Mr. 
Throop,  who  was  until  very  recently  the 
owner  and  editor  of  the  Mount  Pleasant 
Free  Press,  enjoys  more  than  a  local  repu- 
tation as  a  master  of  the  editorial  art.  His 
thought  is  clear  and  deep,  his  style  mod- 
eled upon  the  masters,  and  admirably  cal- 
culated to  impress  his  readers,  while  his 
English  is  pure  and  simple.  He  has  taken 
a  very  high  rank  in  his  chosen  profession 
and  is  popular  in  the  community. 

James  Addison  Throop  was  born  in 
Madison  county.  New  York,  December  7. 
1835.  He  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  not 
only  to  men  who  won  prominence  and  re- 
nown during  the  Revolution  and  during 
the  earlier  colonial  days,  but  also  to  men 
of  the  nobility  and  makers  of  history  in 
England.  The  original  family  name  was 
not  Throop,  but  Scrope.  the  family  in 
earlier  times  holding  a  barony.  The  coat 
of  arms  of  the  ancient  house  was  as  fol- 
lows :  The  crest,  a  naked  arm  grasping 
a  coiled  serpent,  on  a  shield  of  red  and 
silver.  The  baronies  of  Scrope  became 
extinct  in  1630.  The  beginnings  of  the 
family  in  America  date  back  to  the  year 
1660.  In  that  year  Adrian  Scrope,  son 
of  Adrian  Scrope,  the  regicide,  who  was 
executed  at  Charing  Cross  in  1660,  fled 
to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he 
changed   his   name  to   William   Throop. 


Later  he  removed  to  Barnstable,  and  in 
1680.  to  Bristol,  Rhode  Island.  He  had 
a  wife  and  five  children.  One  of  his  sons 
was  named  William  Throop,  and  he  was 
the  father  of  Dan  Throop,  to  whom,  by 
his  wife  Deborah,  was  born  William 
Throop,  the  third  of  the  name.  This  Wil- 
liam married  Susannah  Carey,  and  they 
had  a  son  Dan,  who  won  honor  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  held  a  commis- 
sion as  captain  of  light  horse  under  Elijah 
Hyde.  A  significant  detail  that  throws 
light  on  one  of  the  family  traits  of  these 
Throops  of  the  early  days  is  a  proverb  that 
was  current  in  Lebanon,  Connecticut, 
where  several  members  of  the  family 
lived.  It  was,  "You  may  lead  a  Throop 
with  a  twine  thread,  but  you  can  never 
drive  one." 

Dan  Throop.  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
married  Rachel  Terry,  and  they  had  a 
son  Dan,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
who  was  born  in  1777.  His  son.  George 
A.,  father  of  James  A.  Throop,  whose  life 
record  we  are  presenting,  lived  in  New 
York  when  James  A.  was  born  but  spent 
the  later  years  of  his  life  in  Chicago, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1849. 
His  w4fe  was  Deborah  Goldsmith. 

In  the  maternal  line,  Mr.  Throop's  an- 
cestors were  Scotch  and  English.  His 
mother,  Deborah  (Goldsmith)  Throop, 
was  the  daughter  of  Richard  G.  and  Ruth 
(Miner)  Goldsmith.  Richard  Goldsmith 
was  the  son  of  John  and  Deborah  (Terry) 
Goldsmith. 

Mr.  Throop.  enjoyed  educational  ad- 
^•antages  that  were  exceptional  in  that 
day,  and  that  are  far  above  those  given  to 
the  majority  of  men  today.     He  received 
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liis  education  at  Hamilton.  New  York, 
first  in  the  Hamilton  Academy,  then  com- 
pleting' his  work  in  Madison  University 
at  that  place.  On  completing"  his  educa- 
tion, he  came  west,  going  in  1855  to 
Galesburg,  Illinois,  where  he  went  into 
business  for  one  year.  In  1856  he  came 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  spent  the 
next  six  years  with  Cole  Brothers,  selling 
lightning  rods  and  pumps.  At  the  end  of 
this  period  he  went  into  business  for  him- 
self, worked  for  the  following  seven  years 
at  the  same  business,  adding  to  it  a  retail 
and  later  a  wholesale  hardware  business 
In  1872  he,  in  company  with  Edwin 
Van  Cise,  purchased  from  Dr.  D.  \\'.  Rob- 
inson the  plant  of  the  Free  Press,  of 
IMount  Pleasant,  ]\Ir.  Van  Cise  surrender- 
ing his  interest  five  years  later.  From 
1877  Mr.  Throop  has  been  the  sole  pro- 
prietor and  most  of  that  time  the  editor 
of  the  Free  Press.  During  this  period  the 
paper  expanded  under  his  very  capable 
management  into  a  very  extensive  busi- 
ness, becoming  one  of  the  influential  pub- 
lications of  the  state,  its  editorials  freely 
quoted  on  all  matters  of  general  interest. 
This  was  the  only  democratic  paper  in 
Heniw  county,  and  although  the  county  is 
largely  republican,  this  paper  became  a 
great  power  in  a  political  way,  the  result 
being  that,  thanks  to  its  influence,  the  de- 
mocracy frequently  elected  its  candidates. 
In  this  connection  his  services  have  been 
very  valuable  throughout  the  state,  and 
the  loyal  workers  of  the  party  have  every- 
where been  glad  to  meet  and  know  this 
capable  exponent  of  Jeffersonian  democ- 
racy. In  August,  1905,  Mr.  Throop  sold 
the  Free  Press  to  C.  S.  Rogers  and  Milo 
Huston,  proprietors  of  the  Mount  Pleas- 


ant Evening  Nen's  and  the  Daily  Journal. 
For  some  years  prior  to  his  giving  up  his 
ownership  of  the  Pre  Press.  Mr.  Throop 
had  the  honor  of  being  the  oldest  editor 
in  Henry  county,  and  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  state.  His  brothers  in  newspaper  work 
over  the  state  learned  with  regret  of  his 
determination  to  leave  the  ranks  of  the 
active  workers,  for  the  excellence  of  his 
work  and  the  power  of  his  influence  was 
a  constant  incentive  to  greater  endeavor, 
while  the  business  ability  which  he  mani- 
fested and  which  brought  about  the  up- 
building of  his  paper  to  the  high  standard 
that  it  reached  under  his  efficient  manage- 
ment won  for  him  the  respect  and  admira- 
tion of  business  men  throughout  the  state. 
On  April  7,  1858,  Mr.  Throop  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Rowena  Beebe, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Ledyard  and  Betsy 
Beebe.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, of  whom  four  sons  and  the  daughter 
are  living.  The  oldest  son,  Joseph  Curtis, 
born  December  24,  1858,  lives  in  ?Tusko- 
gee,  Indian  Territory,  wdiere  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  newspaper  business.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Wait,  of  Missouri, 
and  has  two  children,  Mattie  and  Edith. 
Horace  Leander  Throop,  the  fourth  child 
in  point  of  birth,  born  February  5,  1865, 
has  been  very  successful  as  proprietor  of 
a  newspaper  and  a  newspaper  worker  at 
Kewanee,  Illinois.  He  married  Miss  Lu- 
ella  Doolittle,  by  whom  he  has  two  chil- 
dren. Rowena  and  Max.  Thomas 
Dwight.  born  February  2.  1870.  is  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  near  Billings,  Mon- 
tana. His  wife  was  Miss  Cora  Doolittle, 
and  they  have  been  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  as  fol- 
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lows :  Jessie,  Miriam.  Miles  and  Corde- 
lia. Addison  James,  born  June  i6,  1876, 
is  in  the  printing'  business  in  East  St. 
Louis,  Illinois.  He  married  Miss  Neva 
Strain,  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  is  the 
father  of  one  daughter,  Catherine  Eliza- 
beth. The  daughter,  Bessie  Cordelia,  born 
July  15,  1878,  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents  at  the  home  in  Mount  Pleasant. 
The  children  who  died  in  childhood  are : 
Walter  Beebe,  born  December  15.  i860, 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty  months ;  Dan 
Clinton,  born  December  16,  1862,  died 
October  11,  1864;  Jesse  Nelson,  born  Au- 
gust 6,  1867,  died  October  31,  1871. 

Mr.  Throop  is  a  believer  in  the  princi- 
ples and  doctrines  of  the  Universalist 
church,  with  which  denomination  he  has 
been  affiliated  since  coming  west  in  his 
early  manhood.  He  has  always  taken  a 
very  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  church, 
supporting'  it  in  its  benevolences  and  other 
financial  undertakings,  and  serving  as  the 
need  called  him  in  various  church  offices. 
He  has  always  taught  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  having  been  the  teacher  of  the  Bi- 
ble class  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has 
held  a  number  of  offices  in  the  church  or- 
ganization, and  is  now  treasurer.  His 
influence  has  always  been  on  the  side  of 
right  in  all  questions  affecting  the  public 
welfare,  and  the  example  of  his  daily  life 
has  been  such  as  to  spread  abroad  the  in- 
fluence of  his  church.  In  former  years 
Mr.  Throop  took  an  active  part  in  the 
fraternal  life  of  the  community,  being  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  various  temperances  lodges, 
but  during  the  later  years  of  his  life  he 
has  dropped  all  these  interests.     In  polit- 


ical life  his  work  was  mostly  done  through 
the  columns  of  his  paper,  by  means  of 
which  he  became  a  leader  whose  influence 
throughout  the  state  cannot  be  estimated. 
This  work  occupied  his  time  so  completely 
that  he  felt  that  he  could  not  give  up  the 
time  to  holding  public  office  on  his  own 
account,  but  preferred  to  wield  the  influ- 
ence of  the  pen.  However,  in  the  interests 
of  good  government  for  his  home  town, 
he  did  consent  to  serve  on  the  city  coun- 
cil for  some  time,  and  was  also  an  active 
and  spirited  member  of  the  city  school 
board  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Throop  has  made  a  close  study  of 
all  of  the  public  questions  which  have  agi- 
tated the  nation  during  the  past  half  cen- 
tury, and  in  addition  has  given  much 
thought  and  effort  to  the  upbuilding  of 
his  own  immediate  community.  Every 
enterprise  of  which  he  has  had  the  man- 
agement has  been  conducted  with  care, 
fidelity  and  marked  business  ability,  com- 
bined with  the  most  scrupulous  rectitude, 
and  the  success  which  he  has  achieved  is 
the  result  of  a  rare  union  of  qualities.  His 
position  has  always  been  that  of  a  leader, 
for  which  he  is  pre-eminently  fitted  by  na- 
ture, and  in  all  affairs  affecting  the  public 
welfare  his  upright  and  honorable  course 
has  made  him  many  friends  and  admirers, 
who  will,  without  doubt,  be  interested  in 
this  modest  review  of  his  career. 


J.  M.  CRAWFORD. 

J.  M.  Crawford  is  the  owner  of  valu- 
a1)le  landed  interests  in  Henry  county, 
his    possessions   aggregating   four    hun- 
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dred  and  sixty  acres,  of  which  three  hun- 
ch'ed  and  seven  acres  is  comprised  within 
his  home  place.  In  addition  to  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  fields  he  has  engaged 
in  raising  and  feeding  stock  and  making 
shipments  to  the  Chicago  market,  ^^\atch- 
ful  of  business  opportunities,  he  has  so 
controlled  his  interests  that  success  has 
attended  his  efforts  and  he  is  now  one 
of  the  prosperous  residents  of  his  com- 
munity. He  possesses  many  of  the  sterling 
traits  of  the  Scottish  race,  of  which  he  is 
a  representative.  A  native  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  his  father,  J<:)hn  Crawford, 
came  from  Howard  county,  Missouri,  to 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1835,  and  entered  a  claim  near 
Middletown  and  thereon  spent  his  re- 
maining days.  He  died  in  1863,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years  and  his  wife  also 
died  upon  the  old  home  farm  at  Aliddle- 
town,  being  eighty-one  years  of  age  when 
in  1883  she  was  called  to  her  final  rest. 
Mr.  Crawford  had  entered  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  he  trans- 
formed into  a  valuable  farm  of  which 
he  retained  possession  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  when  it  was  inherited  by  his 
son,  John  F.,  who  remained  upon  that 
place  until  his  own  death  in  June,  1905. 
There  were  fourteen  children  in  the  fa- 
ther's family  :  AA'illiam  D. ;  David  W. ; 
J.  M.;  Minerva  N.,  died,  the  wife  of  Nel- 
son McGohan ;  Jefferson ;  Robert  Crusoe  ; 
Oliver  Joseph ;  Anderson ;  Grandison ; 
Carlisle;  and  Emil3^  the  wife  of  Morris 
Carlisle  Bishop ;  John  and  Washington. 
Of  these  only  J.  M.  Crawford  and  Mrs. 
Bishop  are  now  living.  All  were  resi- 
dents of  Henry  county  when  they  died, 
with  the  exception  of  Grandison,  who  a 


few  months  prior  to  his  demise  became  a 
resident  of  Oklahoma.  Carlisle  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  but  his 
remains  were  brought  back  to  Henry 
county  for  interment  and  here  the  other 
members  of  the  family  were  also  buried. 
They  adhered  to  the  faith  of  the  Chris- 
tain  church. 

James  Madison  Crawford,  whose  name 
introduces  this  record,  was  born  in  How- 
ard county,  Missouri,  April  7,  1825,  a!]d 
was  therefore  a  young  lad  of  ten  years 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Henry 
county.  When  still  a  young  lad  he  made 
a  promise  to  himself  that  he  would  some 
day  build  a  church  if  he  lived  and  this 
promise  saw  its  fruition  in  1887,  when  he 
completed  a  church,  which  he  turned  over 
to  the  board  of  trustees,  the  ground  and 
house  of  worship  costing  him  three  thou- 
sand dollars.  When  the  Christian  church 
of  his  home  neighborhood  was  organized 
in  1845  he  became  one  of  its  original 
members  and  he  has  since  been  one  of  its 
officers,  serving  either  as  elder  or  dea- 
con. In  fact  he  has  held  all  of  the  po- 
sitions in  the  church,  except  that  of  pas- 
tor and  his  labors  have  been  untiring,  ef- 
fective and  far-reaching  in  behalf  of  his 
denomination. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Mr.  Craw- 
ford has  been  identified  with  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  1847,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two years,  he  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  in  Des  Moines  county  from  James 
Hall  and  continued  to  reside  thereon,  cul- 
tivating his  fields  for  four  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1853,  however,  he  sold  out 
there  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent place  in  New  London  township, 
Henrv   countv.      He   also   induced   Jona- 
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than  King  to  buy  the  other  eighty  acres 
of  the  tract  for  him  and  two  years  from 
that  date  Mr.  Crawford  paid  him  for  the 
land  and  thus  came  into  possession  of  the 
entire  quarter  section,  the  purchase  price 
of  the  second  eighty  acres  being  forty 
dohars  per  acre.  He  has  labored  persist- 
ently and  energetically  as  the  years  have 
gone  by  and  has  gained  that  satisfactory 
reward  which  always  results  from  close 
and  unremitting  toil.  As  his  financial  re- 
sources have  increased  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  to  his  landed  possessions  un- 
til he  now  owns  altogether  four  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  acres  of  valuable  land, 
of  which  three  hundred  and  seven  acres 
is  comprised  within  the  home  farm.  Much 
of  the  remainder  is.  in  town  lots  and  in 
small  tracts  around  the  town  of  New 
London,  and  he  also  has  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Baltimore  township  which 
he  rents.  He  has  always  made  a  business 
of  raising  and  feeding  stock,  buying  con- 
siderable stock,  wdiich  he  has  fattened  for 
the  market  and  for  sixteen  years  he  made 
extensive  shipments  to  Chicago.  In  all 
that  he  does  he  has  displayed  a  practical 
and  methodical  spirit  and  his  unfaltering 
perseverance  has  enabled  him  to  over- 
come all  the  difficulties  and  obstacles. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  married  on  the  9th 
of  April,  1845,  to  Miss  Lydia  Ellen  Ab- 
ney,  a  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Ginsey 
Abney.  Unto  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren :  ]\Iary  Jane,  who  is  living  with  her 
father;  and  Iowa  Belle,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  The  mother  passed 
away  September  16,  1858.  and  in  i860 
Mr.  Crawford  wedded  Julia  Ann  Lee.  a 
daughter  of  John  Lee.  There  were  three 
children  bv  this  marriage:     Mrs.  Charitv 


Belle  Gannaway ;  Mrs.  Frances  Sander- 
son; and  J.  M.  Crawford,  Jr..  who  is  the 
present  postmaster  of  New  London. 

Mr.  Crawford  gave  his  early  political 
allegiance  to  the  Whig  party  and  upon 
its  dissolution  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
new  Republican  party,  which  he  has  since 
continued  to  support.  He  has  now  passed 
the  eighty-first  milestone  on  life's  jour- 
ney, and  he  can  look  back  over  the  years 
that  have  come  and  gone  without  regret, 
for  his  life  has  been  honorable  and  up- 
right. He  has  been  fair  and  just  in  his 
business  dealings  and  his  word  is  as  good 
as  any  bond  solemnized  by  signature  or 
seal.  He  has  been  prompt  in  meet- 
ing his  obligations,  and  at  all  times 
his  life  has  been  actuated  by  a  kind- 
Iv  spirit,  his  course  being  ever  in  har- 
mony with  his  professions  as  a  devoted 
follower  of  the  Christian  church.  There 
is  particular  satisfaction  in  reverting  to 
the  life  history  of  this  honored  and  ven- 
erable gentleman,  whose  name  initiates 
this  re^'iew.  since  his  mind  bears  the  im- 
press of  the  historic  annals  of  Iowa  from 
the  early  pioneer  days  and  from  the  fact 
that  he  has  been  a  loyal  son  of  the  re- 
public antl  has  attained  a  position  of  dis- 
tinctive prominence  in  the  community 
where  he  has  retained  his  residence  from 
the  age  of  ten  years  to  present  time,  being 
now  one  of  the  revered  partiarchs  of  the 
communitv. 


ROGER  S.  GALER. 

Roger  S.  Galer,  one  of  the  prominent 
attorneys  of  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he 
has  been   located   in    the  practice   of  his 
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profession  for  twelve  years,  was  born 
in  Hillsboro,  Henry  county,  Iowa,  June 
27,  1863,  his  parents  being-  W.  M.  and 
Lucinda  (Terrell)  Galer.  The  father  was 
honi  in  Ohio  in  1823.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Germany  and  in  1775  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  becoming  a  resident  of 
Pennsylvania,  whence  he  afterward  re- 
moved to  Ohio.  In  the  latter  state  W.  M. 
Galer  was  reared  and  in  earh^  manhood 
he  removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  va- 
riously employed  until  coming  to  Iowa 
in  1852.  After  a  brief  residence  in  Lee 
county  he  went  to  Salem  and  later  to 
Hillsboro,  this  state.  He  was  one  of  the 
early  teachers  of  Iowa,  and  followed  that 
profession  for  several  years,  contributing 
to  the  early  intellectual  development  of 
tlie  state.  In  1864  in  response  to  his 
country's  need  he  enlisted  in  the  First 
Iowa  Battery  and  continued  with  the  army 
for  some  time  after  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties. Follcnving  his  return  to  Hillsboro 
he  was  appointed  In"  President  Johnson  to 
the  position  of  postmaster  and  by  re-ap- 
pointment served  continuously  in  that  of- 
fice for  twenty-six  years,  or  until  Presi- 
dent Cleveland's  second  administration,  his 
record  surpassing  in  length  of  service  that 
of  anv  other  postmaster  in  the  state  up 
to  that  time.  On  his  retirement  from  the 
postoffice  he  permanently  put  aside  busi- 
ness cares.  Long  an  active  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  republican  party,  he  attended 
its  conventions  and  put  forth  effective  and 
far-reaching  eft'ort  in  behalf  of  party  suc- 
cesses. His  fraternal  relations  were  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Tn 
1850  he  married  Aliss  Lucinda  Terrell, 
the    weddino-   beine   celebrated    in    Michi- 


gan and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  who  reached  adult  age.  The  fa- 
ther died  on  the  17th  of  March,  1905,  and 
the  mother  is  still  living. 

Roger  S.  Galer  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Hillsboro,  Henry 
county,  and  afterward  attended  Howe's 
Academy,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  subsequent 
to  which  time  he  entered  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  the  class  of  1885,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  Subsequently 
the  Master  of  Arts  degree  was  conferred 
upon  him.  He,  too,  was  identified  with  the 
educatifinal  progress  of  the  state,  teaching 
for  two  years  in  Howe's  Academy,  while 
for  five  years  he  was  principal  of  the 
Southern  Iowa  Normal  School  at  Bloom- 
field,  and  for  two  years  principal  of  die 
Iowa  Ci t)'  Academy.  1  n  the  meantimie  he  had 
entered  tipon  the  reading  of  law  and  b}' 
examination  before  the  supreme  court  was 
admitted  to  the  Iowa  bar  in  1893. 

]\Ir.  Galer  at  once  located  for  practice 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  has  continued 
successfully  as  a  member  of  the  bar  to 
the  present  time.  He  is  accorded  a  large, 
general  clientage,  connecting  him  with 
much  important  litigation  tried  in  the 
courts  of  the  district.  He  possesses  an 
extensive  library  with  the  contents  of 
Avhich  he  is  largely  familiar  and  in  his  law 
practice  he  shows  a  thorough  comprehen- 
sion of  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  and 
correctness  in  application  and  logical  de- 
duction in  argument  that  have  pro\-en  the 
basic  elements  of  his  advancement  in  a 
calling  wherein  success  depends  entirely 
upon  individual  merit  and  capability. 

Mr.  Galer  has  gained  more  than  local 
distinction    as    an   orator.    ])articu]arly    in 
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support  of  republican  principles.  An  ac- 
tive \\orker  in  the  party  he  has  served  as 
chairman  of  the  county  central  committee 
for  a  number  of  terms  and  has  been  a  dele- 
gate to  the  higher  conventions  of  the  party. 
In  his  campaign  addresses  be  presents  his 
subject  with  a  clearness  and  force  that 
never  fails  to  impress  his  auditors,  and 
while  his  arguments  are  based  upon  strong 
logic  and'  active  reasoning,  they  are  at  the 
same  time  presented  with  a  simplicity  that 
cannot  fail  to  touch  all  of  his  hearers.  For 
six  years  Mr.  Galer  served  as  referee  in 
bankruptcy  and  he  is  now  a  memljer  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
filling  the  position  for  the  second  term. 
Deeply  interested  in  the  cause  of  education, 
his  efforts  have  been  a  tangible  factor  in 
improving  the  school  system  of  the  city 
and  to  his  labor  is  largely  attributed  the 
revision  of  the  high  school  course  and  the 
establishment  of  the  kindergarten.  He  has 
also  used  his  influence  for  the  erection 
of  two  additions  to  school  buildings  of  the 
city.  In  addition  to  his  law  practice  and 
his  public  service  he  is  a  factor  in  the 
business  life  of  this  portion  of  the  state, 
being  the  vice  president  of  the  Hillsboro 
Savings  Bank  and  the  vice  president  of  the 
-Mount  Pleasant  Telephone  Compan}-. 

On  the  23d  of  March,  1887,  Mr.  Galer 
was  married  to  Miss  Lola  Goan,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Goan,  for 
man}-  }'ears  a  prominent  resident  of  this 
city.  She  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  high  schools  of  Alount  Pleasant  and 
for  many  years  was  a  successful  teacher 
here  and  likewise  president  of  the  County 
Teachers'  Association.  She  has  also  gained 
prominence  and  favorable  comment  in 
eastern  Iowa  as  an  eloquent  and  effective 


speaker,  having  delivered  many  addresses 
at  reunions  of  various  kinds,  and  is  today 
perhaps  one  of  the  best  known  women 
upon  the  public  platform  in  this  state.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Galer  have  one  son,  Paul  B., 
who  is  a  student  in  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University  of  the  class  of  1909,  having 
completed  preparatory  work  which  gained 
him  entrance  into  that  institution.  The 
family  home  is  a  fine  residence  on  East 
Washington  street  and  their  social  posi- 
tion is  among  the  most  prominent  of 
]\Iount  Pleasant's  citizens.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Galer  is  connected  iwth  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  is  chairman  of  its 
1x)ard  of  trustees,  and  thus  handles  its 
funds.  Gifted  by  nature  with  strong,  in- 
tellectual endowments  and  cultivating  his 
latent  talents  and  through  the  industry 
and  enterprise  which  he  has  brought  to 
bear  in  the  practice  of  law  and  in  his  po- 
litical work  he  stands  today  as  a  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Alount  Pleasant,  whose 
influence  has  been  far-reachinsf. 


A\'.  F.  KOPP. 


\\'.  F.  Kopp,  who  is  an  attorney  by 
profession,  was  born  near  Dodgeville,  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa.  June  20,  1869.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  M.  and  Mary  Kopp,  and 
is  of  German  descent.  His  father  was 
a  resident  of  Wisconsin  when  the  Civil 
war  broke  out,  and  sensed  with  one  of 
the  regiments  of  that  state.  After  the 
war  he  removed  to  Iowa,  and  located  on 
a  farm  in  Des  Moines  county.  W'hile  a 
younger    man.  he   was  an  active    repub- 
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lican,  and  at  one  time  represented  Des 
Moines  county  in  the  state  legislature.  W. 
F.  Kopp,  the  son,  received  his  preliminaiy 
education  in  the  district  school,  then  at- 
tended the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni\'ersity, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1892.  and  in 
1894  graduated  from  the  law  department 
of  the  State  University  of  Iowa.  In  the 
fall  of  1894  he  was  elected  county  at- 
torney of  Heniy  count)^  Iowa,  and  two 
years  later  was  re-elected.  In  1898  he 
was  nominated  for  the  state  senate  by  the 
republican  party,  but  was  defeated  by  a 
factional  fight  against  him.  In  1906  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant by  President  Roosevelt. 

In  the  practice  of  the  law  he  was  for 
a  brief  time  associated  with  Judge  \\'.  S. 
Withrow,  before  the  latter  went  on  the 
bench.  Subsequently  he  associated  himself 
with  Judge  L.  G.  Palmer  and  Hon.  L.  A. 
Palmer.  Judge  Palmer  has  since  died, 
and  Hon.  L.  A.  Palmer  has  recently  re- 
moved to  the  state  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  Kopp  is  a  ^Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow 
and  a  member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  college 
fraternity. 

On  December  4,  1894,  he  was  mairied 
to  Clara  R.  Bird,  daughter  of  H.  T.  and 
Florence  Bird,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  She 
graduated  from  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity in  1893.  Both  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


PROF.  J.  W.  EDWARDS,  A.  ^I. 

Professor  John  William  Edwards,  oc- 
cupying the  chair  of  chemistry  in  the  Iowa 
Weslevan  Universitv  at  Mount  Pleasant, 


was  born  near  Bloomingburg,  Fayette 
county,  Ohio,  in  July,  1872,  and  is  a  son 
of  Charles  W.  and  Harriet  S.  (Blanpied) 
Edwards,  the  former  a  native  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio.  The  paternal  grandfather,  J. 
M.  Edwards,  was  principal  of  the  Flughes 
high  school  at  Cincinnati  for  twenty-five 
years  and  was  widely  recognized  as  a 
leading  representative  of  public  instruction 
in  his  state.  Charles  W.  Edwards  was 
reared  in  Cincinnati,  and  after  attending 
the  public  schools  spent  three  years  as  a 
student  in  Ohio  ^^"esleyan  University  at 
Delaware,  that  state.  He  had  previously 
learned  the  machinist's  trade,  and  after  the 
com.pletion  of  his  education  he  resumed 
mechanical  pursuits  and  made  rapid  ad- 
vance in  that  department  of  labor.  He 
was  with  the  Big  Four  railroad  shops  and 
had  charge  of  the  brass  department.  He 
was  also  offered  the  position  of  master  me- 
chanic, but  is  now  connected  with  the  phy- 
sical department  of  the  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University  in  the  capacity  of  mechanician. 
His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John  Blanpied, 
who  was  born  in  the  Island  Guernsey, 
in  the  English  Channel,  of  French  parent- 
age, and  in  early  life  was  a  sailor,  but 
later  entered  the  Methodist  Episcopal  min- 
istry and  spent  his  last  years  in  or  near 
Delaware,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Edwards,  mother 
of  our  subject,  is  also  yet  living. 

Professor  Edwards,  pursuing  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Fay- 
ette county,  Ohio,  afterward  attended  the 
hieh  school  in  Delaware  and  in  1888  en- 
tered  the  university  of  that  city,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1895.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  spent  two  and  a  half 
vears  as  an  instructor  in  chemistry  in  an- 
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other  school,  and  from  an  early  age  he 
has  found  special  delight  and  interest  in 
this  science.  Folio-wing  his  graduation 
he  entered  Tufts  College  of  Massachusetts, 
where  he  pursued  a  special  course  in  chem- 
istry and  won  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
in  1897.  He  afterward  spent  one  year  as 
instructor  in.  Ohio  Wesleyan  University 
and  in  the  fall  of  1898  was  offered  and 
accepted  the  chair  of  chemistry  in  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University  at  Mount  Pleasant. 
Here  he  has  since  remained  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  strong  members  of 
the  faculty,  establishing  the  work  of  his 
department  upon  a  splendid  basis,  so  that 
the  study  of  chemistry  has  become  a  mat- 
ter of  deep  interest  to  the  students,  a  large 
numl-er  of  whom  pursue  that  branch  of 
science.  In  fact,  his  department  is  now 
one  of  the  most  important  of  the  uni\'er- 
sity.  When  Professor  Edwards  came  to 
]^Iount  Pleasant  he  had  charge  of  all  the 
scientific  work,  but  has  been  given  assist- 
ant instructors  and  now  concentrates  his 
attention  upon  the  work  connected  with 
the  chair  of  chemistry  and  physics.  He 
is  splendidly  Cjualified  for  the  position  and 
his  labors  have  been  of  direct  and  perma- 
nent benefit  to  the  institution.  He  be- 
longs to  the  American  Chemical  Associa- 
tion and  to  the  Iowa  Academy  of  Sciences 
and  finds  congenial  companionship  with 
many  of  the  noted  scientists  and  educators 
of  the  county,  thus  keeping  in  constant 
touch  with  the  advanced  thought  oi  the 
present  da}". 

On  the  22(1  of  ]\Iarch,  1900,  Professor 
Edwards  was  married  to  Miss  Bertha  T. 
Thompson,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Thomp- 
son, of  Delaware,  Ohio.  They  are  mem- 
bers  of   the   Methodist   Episcopal    church 


and  enjoy  that  social  prominence  which  is 
the  recognition  of  genuine  personal  worth. 
Professor  Edwards  was  for  nine  years  in 
the  postoffice  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and 
through  this  means,  associated  with  teach- 
ing, he  was  enabled  to  pursue  his  college 
course.  The  latent  strength  of  his  char- 
acter w'as  thus  manifest  in  his  determina- 
tion to  acquire  an  education,  and  the  same 
persistency  of  puq^ose  has  marked  all  of 
his  \\-ork  and  contributed  largely  to  his 
success  as  an  educator.  Prominent  in 
Masonic  circles,  he  was  raised  to  the  sub- 
lime degree  of  a  Master  Mason  in  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  and  still  retains  his  member- 
ship in  the  lodge  there.  He  is  likewise 
a  member  of  Heniy  Qrapter,  No.  8,  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  Jerusalem  Com- 
mandery.  No.  7,  Knights  Templar,  of  this 
city.  He  served  as  high  priest  of  the 
chapter,  which  he  also  represented  in  the 
grand  chapter,  and  he  is  the  present  emi- 
nent commander  of  the  Knights  Templar 
and  has  been  the  grand  senior  warden  of 
the  grand  commandery.  He  has  also  at- 
tained the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scot- 
tish rite,  being  a  member  of  Zarepath  Con- 
sistory, No.  4,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  of  Davenport. 
That  Professor  Edwards  is  a  man  of  schol- 
arly attainments  is  a  fact  which  has  been 
shadowed  forth  between  the  lines  of  this 
review,  but  that  he  is  not  a  recluse  is 
shown  by  his  active  work  in  the  ]\Iasonic 
fraternity,  with  the  teachings  and  tenets 
of  which  he  is  in  hearty  sympathy.  He 
maintains  high  ideals  of  citizenship  as 
well  as  in  his  chosen  field  of  labor,  and 
j\Iount  Pleasant  numbers  him  among  her 
representative  men,  whose  course  reflects 
credit  upon  the  city  and  the  university 
with  which  he  is  connected. 
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DAVID  AIAUCH. 

David  Alaiich.  who  living  in  well  earned 
ease  in  Alount  Pleasant  after  many  years 
of  active,  honorable  and  successful  connec- 
tion with  agricultural  interests,  was  bom 
in  W'urtemberg,  Germany,  December  27, 
1834.  his  parents  being  Adam  and  Bar- 
bara (Rapp)  ]\Iauch.  W'urtemberg  was  the 
ancestral  home  of  the  family  for  many 
generations,  and  the  father  was  a  land- 
owner and  fanner  there.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  died  in  that  country  before  the  emi- 
gration of  their  son  David  to  the  new 
world.  The  latter  acquired  a  liberal  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
country  and  in  the  gy^mnasium.  His  fa- 
ther died  when  the  son  was  but  four  years 
old  and  after  attaining  sufficient  age  David 
Mauch  took  charge  of  the  home  farm, 
which  he  capabl}*  managed.  His  mother 
died  in  1851  and  in  1854  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America,  making  his  way  to 
Delaware,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed 
on  a  farm  until  he  learned  the  language 
and  manners  of  the  people.  He  spent 
se\'en  years  on  one  farm,  working  as  a 
laborer  for  a  time  and  then  renting  the 
place,  which  he  successfully  operated.  He 
married  Miss  Christina  Sickinger  on  the 
6th  of  j\Iarch,  1855.  She  was  born  in 
Germany  near  his  old  home  and  tliey  had 
been  accjuainted  in  the  fatherland.  They 
continued  to  reside  in  Ohio  until  ]\Iarch, 
1 86 1,  when  they  became  residents  of  Polk 
county,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  IMauch  invested 
his  savings  in  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
acres  of  land  on  which  no  improvements 
had  been  made  except  that  seventy-three 
acres  had  been  broken.  There  was  no  rail- 
road is  this  immediate  vicinitv,  not  even  in 


Des  Moines.  With  characteristic  energy 
he  began  the  cultivation  and  development 
of  his  place,  which  in  course  of  time  he 
transformed  into  a  tine  farm.  In  1870, 
however,  he  traded  this  property  for  a 
grist  mill  at  Polk  City,  fifteen  miles  from 
Des  Moines  and,  entering  into  a  partner- 
ship, conducted  the  mill  under  the  firm 
style  of  Mauch  &  Fiege.  The  venture 
proved  profitable  from  the  beginning  and 
they  erected  a  fine  flouring  mill  at  a  cost 
of  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  was  the  only 
one  of  its  kind  in  the  neighborhood  and 
they  had  a  liberal  patronage,  their  product 
finding  a  ready  sale  on  the  market. 

In  1875,  having  a  chance  to  sell  ad- 
vantageously. Mr.  Mauch  did  so  and  in- 
vested in  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
farm  land  in  Polk  county,  carrying  on 
general  agricultural  pursuits  and  the  stock 
business,  always  keeping  on  hand  fine 
grades  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  Subse- 
cjuently  he  made  a  purchase  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  acres  additional  and 
thus  became  the  owner  of  four  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  acres  of  valuable  and 
productive  land  which  he  cultivated  suc- 
cessfully until  he  had  become  financially 
independent,  when,  wishing  to  retire  from 
the  more  active  work  of  the  farm  and  also 
to  give  his  children  better  educational  fa- 
cilities than  were  afforded  by  the  district 
schools,  he  sold  his  property  in  1882  and 
in  March,  1883,  came  to  Mount  Pleasant. 
For  one  month  he  resided  upon  a  thirty- 
acre  tract  of  land,  which  he  purchased  ad- 
joining the  city,  but  found  that  it  was  too 
far  out  and  moved  nearer  the  center  of 
Mount  Pleasant's  population.  However, 
he  added  to  the  original  thirty-acre  tract 
until  he  had  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
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twenty-five  acres  there,  retaining  posses- 
sion of  that  property  until  1904.  -He  also 
bought  a  place  of  ten  acres  near  ]\lount 
Pleasant  and  on  that  tract  resided  until 
1892,  when  he  bought  seven  acres  in  the 
city  and  built  a  fine  residence  which  is 
equipped  with  both  gas  and  electric  light 
and  is  supplied  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments. There  is  beautiful  shrubbery  and 
fine  trees  upon  the  place,  all  of  ]Mr. 
Mauch's  planting  and  his  home  is  a  lovely 
and  attractive  residence  Mr.  ]\Iauch, 
having  a  mortgage  on  the  electric  light 
plant  with  one  or  two  others,  took  the 
plant  which  was  consolidated  with  the  gas 
plant,  and  is  still  a  heavy  stockholder  in 
the  latter,  but  he  has  no  active  business 
connection  save  the  general  supervision 
which  he  gives  to  his  in\'estments. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mauch  have  been 
born  twelve  children,  but  six  have  passed 
away.  Those  still  living  are  as  follows : 
Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Alphonso  Mason, 
of  Altoona,  Polk  county,  loM^a,  by  whom 
she  has  four  children.  Charles,  who  is 
now  retired  after  having  had  charge  of  his 
fathers  farm  until  1904,  married  Lena 
Koch,  and  has  three  children.  Lydia, 
who  was  a  student  in  the  German  College, 
is  now  at  home.  John  Wesley,  who  like- 
w'ise  pursued  his  education  in  the  college 
here,  is  now  a  farmer  of  Polk  county  and 
married  Miss  Edwards,  by  whom  he  has 
five  children.  Edward  D.,  who  was  like- 
wise a  college  student  in  Mount  Pleasant 
and  is  now  associated  with  a  partner  in 
the  ownership  of  a  sawmill  and  lumber 
business  in  Montana,  married  Gertrude 
Cochran,  of  Polk  county,  and  has  three 
children.  Carrie,  who  was  a  student  here 
and  a  music  teacher  in  the  college,  is  now 


the  wife  of  Samuel  Eitelgeorge,  a  minis- 
ter of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  now  located  at  Warsaw,  Illinois, 
and  they  have  one  child. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mauch  are  members  of  the 
German  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  he  is  serving  as  steward  and  he  has 
also  Ijeen  trustee  of  the  German  College, 
which  is  an  independent  institution  work- 
ing with  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University, 
for  o\ev  twenty  years.  He  has  been  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs  and  while  living  in 
Lincoln  township,  Podk  county,  served  as 
trustee  for  about  ten  years.  Generous  in 
his  contributions  to  church  and  benevolent 
work,  he  gave  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  to  the  endowment  fund  of  German 
College  and  donated  five  hundred  dollars 
toward  the  erection  of  the  German  church. 
He  has  made  many  other  generous  gifts 
and  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  all  measures 
for  the  public  good.  He  came  to  America 
with  a  capital  of  only  six  hundred  dollars 
as  his  share  of  his  father's  estate,  and  has 
built  up  an  independent  fortune  with 
which  to  meet  the  wants  and  needs  for 
himself  and  family.  His  is  an  example 
which  any  young  man  might  profitably 
follow,  for  in  the  active  affairs  of  life  he 
has  achieved  prosperity  and  has  simulta- 
neously won  an  honored  name,  while  his 
life  exemplifies  the  "dignity  of  labor." 


WILLIAM  DAVIS. 

A\'illiam  Davis,  of  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  is 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
farms     in   this   section   of   Iowa,     having 
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seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  one  body, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  lead- 
ing stock-raiser  of  this  section  of  the 
state,  his  extensive  and  profitable  business 
interests  bringing  to  him  a  large  measure 
of  success.  He  was  born  in  Newark, 
Licking  county,  Ohio,  on  the  22d  of  June, 
1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Zachariah  and  Eliza- 
beth (Roberts)  Davis.  The  father  was  a 
wheelwright  by  trade,  and  after  follow- 
ing that  pursuit  for  a  time  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  butchering  Inisiness.  His 
last  days  were  passed  in  Danville, 
Illinois. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state 
William  Davis  accjuired  his  education, 
and  in  1846  started  westward,  locating 
first  in  Attica,  Indiana.  He  herded  cattle 
in  Chicago  in  1847,  and  was  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  that 
citv  who  have  since  become  famous  for 
their  enterprise  and  wealth.  Mr.  Davies 
engaged  in  buying  cattle,  shipping  at  times 
as  many  as  a  hundred  head  in  a  single 
lot  to  Kentucky,  and  also  making  ship- 
ments to  New  York.  He  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  that  undertaking,  and  he  also 
handled  hogs.  He  spent  ten  years  in  La- 
fayette, Indiana,  and  then  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  in  Mount  Pleasant,  where.he  built 
a  pork-packing  house,  thus  establishing 
one  of  the  early  successful  industries  of 
the  city.  He  also  bought  the  farm  for- 
merly owned  by  the  heirs  of  John  Sample, 
six  miles  west  of  the  city,  comprising 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  and  on  this  farm  Mr.  Davis  made  his 
home  for  many  years  and  has  made 
most  of  the  improvements.  This  he  made 
his  home  till  1900.  although  he  had  lived 
in  town  during  the  winters  to  educate  his 


children  prior  to  retiring.  In  1900  he 
bought  a  pleasant  home  opposite  the  See- 
ley  Memorial  building,  and  has  since  lived 
retired.  This  is  largely  a  stock  farm,  al- 
though he  raises  grain  to  some  extent.  It 
is  one  of  the  large  farms  of  the  county, 
all  in  one  body,  with  only  one  road 
through  it,  and  with  a  railroad  on  the 
northern  boundary.  He  still  owns  this 
place,  but  of  recent  years  has  rented  the 
land. 

In  1854  Mr.  Davis  was  married  to  Miss 
Eliza  Sample,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Ann  (Taylor)  Sample,  who  came  from 
Randolph  county,  Indiana,  being  natives 
of  Ohio,  to  Augusta,  Iowa,  in  1839,  and 
after  one  summer  removed  to  a  farm  he 
bought  in  Tippecanoe  township,  and  there 
lived  until  eight  of  his  family  died  of  the 
cholera,  in  185 1.  Miss  Sample  being  left 
with  a  number  of  orphan  children  of  four 
families,  brothers  and  sisters,  her  brother 
came  from  Indiana  and  took  her  back 
with  him.  Those  were  hard  days,  she  hav- 
ing to  bury  her  own  brother  and  undergo 
many  other  heart-rending  trials.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  oc- 
curred at  Lafayette,  Indiana.  She  came 
to  the  middle  west  in  1839,  locating  north 
of  Skunk  river.  She  is  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  the  county,  having  resided  here 
for  sixty-six  years,  and  can  remember 
when  the  Indians  were  numerous,  having 
not  yet  left  their  old  hunting  grounds  for 
the  reservations  farther  west.  Wild  game 
was  to  be  had  in  abundance  and  wild  ani- 
mals were  numerous,  and  the  homes  of 
the  settlers  were  mostly  built  of  logs.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Davis  have  but  one  child,  Nina, 
who  was  born  in  Alount  Pleasant,  and  is 
the  widow  of  Robert  Buchanan.     She  re- 
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sides  in  Denver,  Colorado,  and  has  four 
children :  Henry.  Walter,  Smith  and 
Robert  Lloyd,  all  of  whom  are  enterpris- 
ing men  of  excellent  business  ability. 

Air.  Davis  bought  his  present  residence 
in  the  fall  of  1900.  He  has  lived  in 
Mount  Pleasant  and  vicinity  for  a  half 
centurv',  having  begun  the  construction  of 
his  pork  house  Alay  i,  1856.  This  was 
the  first  packing  establishment  west  of 
Burlington,  and  he  recalls  many  changes, 
not  only  in  the  county,  but  also  in  the 
state.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  this 
city,  being  a  member  of  Henry  Lodge 
No.  55,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Lide- 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  voted 
for  \\'illiam  Henry  Harrison  in  1840,  and 
continued  a  supporter  of  the  wdiig  party 
until  its  dissolution,  when  he  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  then  recently  organized  re- 
publican party,  of  which  he  has  since  been 
a  stanch  advocate.  He  is  a  pioneer  of  the 
middle  w^est,  who  by  the  utilization  and 
improvement  of  business  opportunities  has 
advanced  from  a  humble  financial  condi- 
tion to  one  of  wealth  and  affluence. 


NATHAN  F.  WEEKS. 

Nathan  F.  Weeks,  who  is  now  living 
retired  in  Salem  after  many  years  of  ac- 
tive connection  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits has  passed  the  eighty-sixth  mile- 
stone on  life's  journey,  having  been  born 
in  Orange. county,  Indiana,  November  10, 
1 819,  in  the  pioneer  home  of  Joseph  and 


Lydia  (Herron)  Weeks.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and  in 
1809  removed  to  Indiana  when  it  was 
still  under  territorial  rule.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  but  put  aside 
business  cares  in  1812  in  order  to  re- 
spond to  his  country's  call  and  aid  in  the 
second  w^ar  with  England.  He  was  orig- 
inally a  democrat  in  his  political  views 
and  afterward  became  a  whig.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  supported  the  Friends 
church  and  spent  their  last  days  in  In- 
diana, where  they  were  laid  to  rest.  In 
their  family  were  eight  children,  of  whom 
four  are  yet  living :  William,  who  re- 
sides in  Orange  county,  Indiana,  at  about 
the  age  of  ninety-three  years,  has  been 
married  three  times,  his  first  wife  being 
Dinah  AMlliams,  his  second  wife  Martha 
Collins  and  his  third,  Mrs.  Leonard. 
There  are  three  living  sons,  one  by  each 
wife.  Edith  Weeks  became  the  wife  of 
Dickson  Trimbell,  wdio  died  many  years 
ago.  His  widow  resides  in  Orange 
county,  Indiana,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years  and  has  four  children.  Na- 
than F.  is  the  third  of  the  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  father's  family.  Joseph 
W^eeks  married  Eunice  Trueblood  and 
lives  upon  a  part  of  the  old  homestead  in 
Orange  county,  Indiana. 

Nathan  F.  Weeks  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  land  of  his  nativity,  pursu- 
ing his  studies  in  the  district  schools  dur- 
ing a  brief  winter  season.  Throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  year  he  aided  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  twenty-four  years 
of  age.  He  then,  on  the  30th  of  May, 
1844,  wedded  Miss  Priscilla  Jane  Giles, 
who    was    born   December  4.     1826,    a 
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daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lucy  G.  (Ha- 
zehvood)  Giles,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Kentucky  and  settled  in  Orange 
county.  Indiana,  at  a  very  early  day,  the 
father  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  He  was  a  democrat  in  his  political 
views  and  both  he  and  his  ^^ife  were 
members  of  the  Christian  church.  Their 
last  days  were  passed  in  Indiana,  where 
they,  too,  were  laid  to  rest.  Mrs.  Weeks 
was  the  last  survivor  of  their  family  of 
twelve  children  and  was  the  eleventh  in 
order  of  birth.  She  passed  away  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1904,  her  remains  being  interred 
in  the  Salem  cemetery.  She  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church 
from  1853  and  was  a  most  estimable  lady, 
possessing  many  excellent  traits  of  heart 
and  mind.  She  and  her  husband  had  trav- 
eled life's  journey  together  for  more  than 
half  a  century  and  had  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  by  a  gathering  of  the  old 
soldiers  and  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
and  also  many  friends.  All  of  their  chil- 
dren were  present  on  the  occasion  of  their 
sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  which  was 
a  rare  and  happy  event  long  to  be  re- 
membered but  ere  the  close  of  the  year 
the  wife  and  mother  had  been  called  to 
her  final  rest. 

Following  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Weeks  left  their  farm  in  Indiana 
in  1849  ^^'^^  came  to  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
taking  up  their  abode  in  a  log  house  upon 
a  farm  in  Salem.  They  afterward  re- 
moved to  Lee  county,  where  they  resided 
from  about  1852  until  1864.  when  they 
returned  to  Henry  county  and  made  their 
home  just  opposite  the  city  limits  until 
1 89 1.  In  that  year  Mr.  Weeks  took  up 
his  abode  at  his  present  attractive  home 


on  East  Main  street.  He  was  a  general 
farmer  throughout  his  entire  business  ca- 
reer, carefully  directed  his  labors  so  that 
in  tilling  the  fields  he  gathered  good  har- 
vests. At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  aid, 
enlisting  in  1861  in  the  Third  Iowa  Cav- 
alry with  which  he  served  until  1863, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.  He  took  part  in  no 
battles  but  was  on  guard  duty  in  north- 
ern Missouri  along  the  line  of  the  Han- 
nibal &  St.  Joe  Railroad.  In  1863  be- 
cause of  inflammation  of  the  eyes  he  had 
to  return  home  and  he  has  since  been  to- 
tally blind.  He  is  able,  however,  to  per- 
form many  duties  around  his  home  and 
he  formerly  worked  upon  the  farm. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weeks  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  liv- 
ing: Joseph,  born  in  Orange  county, 
Indiana,  April  i,  1846,  married  Eliza- 
beth Smith  and  died  March  15,  1897,  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  by  the  side  of  his  mother  in 
the  same  cemetery.  He  left  five  chil- 
dren; Elmer  lives  in  Richmond,  Cali- 
fornia; Olive  E.,  the  wife  of  William 
Savage,  of  Henry  county,  by  whom  she 
has  one  child;  David  F.,  of  Richmond, 
California;  Eugene,  who  married  Ada 
Milligan,  and  resides  in  Garden  City, 
Kansas;  and  Charles,  who  is  also  living 
in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Thomas  E. 
^^'eeks,  the  second  son  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Indiana  in  1847,  and  married 
Ellen  Frazier.  who  died  leaving  two 
daughters;  Syrena,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  the  state  of  W^ashington:  and 
Kate,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Cali- 
fornia and  has  two  daughters.     For  his 
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second  wife  Thomas  E.  Weeks  chose 
Mrs.  Flora  Bird  ^^'eeks  and  they  resided 
in  Cherokee,  Oklahoma,  where  Mrs. 
Weeks  died  in  October,  1905.  They  had 
six  children,  of  whom  five  are  living-,  Ha- 
zel, Edna  May,  Nathan,  Charles.  Abbie 
and  William  McKinley.  William  \\'eeks, 
the  third  member  of  the  family,  was  born 
in  Indiana  in  1848,  and  now  resides  upon 
his  father's  old  homestead,  near  Salem. 
He  married  Lydia  Beason  and  had  eight 
children,  Rosa  (deceased),  Leonard,  Car- 
rie, Addie,  Edna,  Elsie,  Max  and  Bertha. 
John  Weeks,  born  in  Indiana,  in  185 1. 
was  married  and  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  Salem.  Martha  F.,  born  in  Iowa  about 
1866,  married  Emma  Knight  and  lives  in 
Garden  City,  Kansas.  They  have  four 
children,  Frankie  and  Arden,  both  de- 
ceased; and  William  and  Emma  living. 
Charles  L.  Weeks,  born  in  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  in  1859,  married  Flora  Bond  and 
died  in  September,  1889,  leaving  two 
daughters :  Lucretia  F. ;  and  Eva  C,  who 
married  Will  Newman,  who  lives  in  Ok- 
lahoma. She  died  in  October,  1905. 
Emma  Jane  W^eeks,  born  in  Iowa  in 
February,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  John  Foss, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in 
Salem  and  they  have  seven  children,  all 
living,  namely :  Ethel,  Charles,  Rolla, 
Marion,  Neva,  Glenn  and  Ruth.  Leon- 
ard Weeks  married  Cora  Miet,  lives  in 
Salem  and  has  two  children,  Elizabeth 
and  W'illiam.  Eva  Weeks,  the  second 
child  of  Charles  and  Flora  (Bond) 
Weeks,  has  a  little  daughter,  Evaline. 
Elizabeth  Smith,  the  widow  of  Joseph 
Weeks,  makes  her  home  with  her  grand- 
father, Nathan  F.  ^^'eeks.     She  takes  the 


best  care  of  him,  displaying  great  kind- 
ness and  attention.  She  is  a  great  com- 
fort to  him  in  his  blindness,  being  a  lady 
who  does  everj'thing  in  her  power  for  his 
happiness  and  welfare.  Mr.  Weeks  was 
an  active  and  enterprising  man.  who  in 
his  business  career  has  been  honest  and 
well  respected,  his  word  being  as  good 
as  his  bond.  He  has  been  a  subscriber  to 
the  Mount  Pleasant  Journal  longer  than 
any  of  its  other  patrons.  During  a  long 
residence  in  Henry  county  he  has  ever 
commanded  the  good  will  and  trust  of  his 
fellow  men,  and  as  a  prioneer  citizen  and 
reliable  business  man  he  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume. 


SAMUEL  KEISER. 

ITicle  Sam  is  the  favorite  name  applied 
by  the  whole  community  of  New  London 
to  Samuel  Keiser.  He  is  the  oldest  busi- 
ness man  in  the  village  and  is  identified 
with  many  of  its  prosperous  business  en- 
terprises. The  entire  county  is  acquainted 
with  Uncle  Sam,  and  all  love  and  respect 
him  for  his  solid  traits  of  character  and 
for  his  sound  business  principles. 

Samuel  Keiser  is  now  a  venerable  man 
but  hale  and  hearty  and  possesses  a  finer, 
keener  judgment  than  most  young  men. 
He  was  born  and  educated  in  a  time  in 
this  country's  history  when  education  was 
acquired  by  an  arduous  process,  when  the 
average  boy  had  to  gain  his  rudimentary 
knowledge  of  the  elements  of  reading, 
writing,     and     arithmetic     by     attending 
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school  during"  the  winter  months,  when  he 
could  be  spared  from  his  share  of  the  farm 
labor,  and  his  practical  education  by  ex- 
perience in  the  world.  On  winter  days  he 
was  a  pupil  in  the  free  school  in  his  dis- 
trict, conducted  in  the  old-fashioned 
"frame-log"  house"  made  from  hewed  logs 
with  its  rude  interior  and  hard,  log 
benches,  all  presided  over  by  the  teacher 
and  dispenser  of  punishments. 

Among"  the  residents  of  Perry  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1831  were  Isaac  and 
Lydia  ( Bowers)  Iveiser  and  there  their 
son  Samuel  was  born  on  the  13th  of  De- 
cember, of  that  year.  During  the  winter 
months  they  sent  him  to  the  district  free 
schools,  while  during  the  summer  he 
gained  practical  experience  in  agriculture 
by  working  on  his  father's  farm.  He  con- 
tinued this  method  of  preparing  himself 
for  the  actual  duties  of  life  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  moved 
with  his  father  to  Iowa.  W'hen  he  was 
about  seventeen  years  old  the  gold  excite- 
ment of  California  was  at  its  height  and 
Samuel  Keiser  though  a  mere  boy  became 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of  adventure  and 
lea\'ing  his  home  in  Dodgeville,  Iowa, 
journeyed  towards  the  far  west.  He  had 
many  experiences  while  upon  this  jour- 
ney, and  his  path  was  often  beset  with 
dangers  from  wild  beasts  and  hostile  In- 
dians. He  finally  reached  Hangtown 
(afterwards  called  Pleasureville)  in  safe- 
ty and  staked  out  several  claims.  He  be- 
gan prospecting  immediately  and  panned 
out  about  forty  dollars'  w'orth  of  gold 
the  first  day  using  a  knife  and  pan.  He 
stayed  here  over  a  year  and  mined  about 
three  thousand  dollars  worth  of  gold, 
then  he  decided  to  return  to  the  east  and 


made  his  way  to  Lagro,  in  Indiana,  where 
he  entered  into  the  mercantile  business, 
but  the  longing  to  return  to  California 
grew^  stronger  and  stronger  until  in  1854 
he  responded  to  the  call  of  adventure  and 
returned  to  the  scene  of  his  former  mining 
experience.  A  second  time  success  at- 
tended his  efforts  and  he  remained  in  the 
gold  fields  until  '63.  Then  he  came  east 
and  this  time  located  near  Xew  London, 
Henry  county,  where  his  father  bought  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  later  adding 
to  it  one  hundred  and  ten  acres.  The  fa- 
ther and  son  continued  to  live  upon  this 
farm  and  cultivate  it  for  several  years. 
Upon  the  death  of  the  father,  Samuel 
Keiser  bought  a  portion  of  the  old  home- 
stead and  continued  to  live  upon  it  for 
four  years  succeeding  the  parents'  death, 
until  the  estate  was  settled.  He  then  moved 
to  New  London  and  became  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business,  purchasing  the 
building  and  stock  of  the  old,  established 
firm  of  Smith  &  \A^eller.  He  still  owns 
this  business  and  the  company  carries  a 
full  line  of  hardware  and  farm  im- 
plements. 

Mr.  Keiser  is  a  stockholder  and  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Xew  London  Banking  Com- 
pany and  was  one  of  the  original  organ- 
izers of  the  company  in  1890.  Mr.  Kei- 
ser is  vice-president,  IMr.  William  Lee, 
president,  W.  W.  Lee,  cashier  and  Ross 
Walker,  assistant  cashier.  Mr.  Keiser 
held  the  position  of  president  for  about 
ten  years  until  in  1901.  Mr.  Wililam  Lee, 
father  of  the  cashier,  was  elected  to  the 
office. 

Mr.  Keiser  became  a  ^lason  since  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Xew  London,  be- 
ing  initiated   into   the   lodge   in   that   vil- 
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lag-e  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  old  hall. 
He  has  never  held  office  except  by  proxy. 

Politically  he  is  a  strong  republican, 
has  been  township  clerk  and  justice  of  the 
peace  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  vil- 
lage council  and  school  board  for  a  num- 
ber of  years. 

He  married  Sarah  A.  Morrison,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Tabitha  Morri- 
son. She  was  born  in  Ohio.  They  have 
no  children. 

Samuel  Keiser  is  an  example  of  a  pros- 
perous man,  one  who  has  labored  in  many 
fields  and  has  had  success  and  good  for- 
tune attended  his  ventures.  He  is  an  ex- 
ample of  a  hale  and  vigorous  man  of  sev- 
enty-four years,  who  still  labors  and  who 
still  has  energy  to  carry  on  his  many 
business  enterprises,  who  is  valued  by  all 
who  know  him  for  his  sound  and  prac- 
tical judgment  and  for  his  genial  and 
whole-souled  good  fellowship. 


EVAN  DAVIS. 


Evan  Davis,  well  known  in  business 
circles  in  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  is 
conducting  an  insurance  office,  was  born 
in  Glamorganshire,  Wales,  on  the  3d  of 
August,  1842,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth (Jenkins)  Davis.  The  father  was 
born  in  1800  in  the  same  county  and  there 
he  followed  farming  during  the  early 
years  of  his  manhood.  His  wife  died 
when  Evan  Davis  was  a  little  child.  In 
October,  1853,  Henry  Davis  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America  in  one  of  the  old- 


time  sailing  vessels,  which  was  six  wrecks 
in  completing  that  voyage  to  New  York. 
He  did  not  tarrv  in  the  east,  however, 
but  continued  his  journey  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Jef- 
ferson towaiship,  Henry  county.  He  be- 
came a  noted  stockman  and  successful 
farmer  and  placed  his  land  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  His  methods  were 
practical  and  resultant  and  as  the  years 
passed  he  accumulated  a  comfortable 
competence  and  was  known  as  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  property.  He  voted  with 
the  Democrac}^  and  his  fellow  townsmen, 
recognizing  his  worth  and  ability,  fre- 
quently called  to  public  office.  He  served 
as  census  etiumerator,  has  assisted  in 
other  local  positions  in  Wales  and  here 
he  gave  his  political  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  w^ere 
members  of  the  denomination  known  in 
the  early  days  as  New  Lights.  His  wife 
died  on  the  ocean  in  1853  and  was  buried 
at  sea,  while  the  father  passed  away  in 
Henry  county  in  September,  1884,  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Wayland  cemetery. 
In  their  family  were  ten  children :  David, 
who  died  in  1896;  Henry,  who  married 
Mary  E.  Davidson  and  resides  in  Way- 
land,  Iowa ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  E.  E. 
Davis,  residing  near  Columbus  Junction, 
Iowa ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  John  Parks, 
who  is  living  in  Washington  county, 
Iowa;  Diana,  the  wife  of  R.  T.  Jones,  of 
Cotter,  Iowa;  Hannah,  the  wife  of  H. 
D.  Fishburh,  wdiose  home  is  in  Nampa, 
Idaho ;  Evan,  of  this  review ;  Winnie,  the 
wife  of  William  Sutherland,  residing  in 
Washington  county,  Iowa ;  Mrs.  Sarah 
Eisenhart,    of   Page  county,    Iowa,   w'ho 
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died  about  1875  or  1876;  and  John,  who 
married  Ada  Parks  and  is  living  in 
Brighton,  Washington  county,  Iowa.  The 
eldest  child  was  educated  in  the  high 
school  at  Swansea,  Wales,  and  the  others 
were  all  educated  in  America. 

Evan  Davis  was  eleven  years  of  age 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United 
States  and  he  pursued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  and  afterward  in 
Howe's  Academy  in  Mount  Pleasant,  in 
which  institution  he  spent  two  years.  He 
later  attended  the  Great  Western  Busi- 
ness College  at  Mount  Pleasant,  from 
which  he  graduated.  Returning  to  his  fa- 
ther's farm  he  assisted  in  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  until  he  had  made  a  home 
of  his  own  at  the  time  of  his  marriage. 
On  the  29th  of  November,  1870,  he 
wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  AMlliams,  who  was 
born  in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  October  2, 
1846,  a  daughter  of  Hopkins  and  Winnie 
Williams,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Glamorganshire,  Wales.  They  came  to 
America  in  1836,  settling  in  the  northern 
part  of  Henry  county  and  one  of  their 
grandchildren  is  still  living  upon  the  old 
homestead  farm.  There  were  only  two 
houses  in  Mount  Pleasant  at  the  time  of 
their  arrival,  one  being  the  home  of  Pres- 
ley Sanders  and  the  other  of  Enoch  Hills. 
The  nearest  neighbors  of  the  Williams 
family  were  Indians,  who  were  never  hos- 
tile but  were  quiet  and  were  good  traders. 
The  family  lived  in  true  pioneer  style, 
remaining  in  the  covered  wagon  in  which 
they  had  traveled  westward  until  the  log 
cabin  was  completed.  Mr.  Williams  en- 
tered his  land  from  the  government — a 
fact  which  indicates  that  not  a  furrow 
had    been    turned  nor  an    improvement 


made  upon  the  place  but  he  at  once  un- 
dertook the  arduous  task  of  transforming 
a  raw  tract  into  rich  fields,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  good  crops  were  gathered. 
In  politics  he  was  a  democrat,  supporting 
that  party  throughout  his  entire  resi- 
dence in  America.  His  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church  and  died  in 
that  faith  in  1879,  while  Mr.  Williams 
passed  away  during  the  war.  He  was  a 
man  of  fine  physique,  large  and  well  pro- 
portioned, and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
pleasant,  agreeable  people  who  won  the 
friendship  of  many  with  whom  they 
came  in  contact.  In  their  family  were 
three  sons  and  six  daughters;  John  and 
Mary,  now  deceased;  Mrs.  Ann  Evans, 
of  V\^ayland,  Iowa ;  William,  of  Wayland, 
Iowa,  who  married  Miss  J.  L.  Howard, 
now  deceased;  Rachel,  who  has  passed 
away;  Sarah,  the  deceased  wife  of  David 
Davis,  who  has  also  departed  this  life; 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Solomon  Cavenee,  a 
resident  of  El  Campo,  Texas;  Benjamin, 
married  Jennie  Benham,  and  is  living  in 
Taylor  county,  Iowa ;  Elizabeth,  now 
!Mrs.  Davis.  All  of  the  children  were 
reared  and  educated  in  this  state. 

Following  his  marriage  Evan  Davis 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  in  Henry  county  and  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  and  to  stock-raising.  He  placed  all 
of  the  building  upon  his  farm,  erecting 
substantial  structures  for  the  shelter  of 
o'rain  and  stock  and  he  added  all  modern 
equipments,  including  the  latest  improved 
machinery.  His  farm  was  ever  neat  and 
thrifty  in  appearance  and  indicated  his 
careful  supervision.  He  remained  thereon 
until  October,    1892,  when  he  put  aside 
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the  duties  of  agricultural  life  and  came  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  locating  at  No.  405 
Xorth  Main  street.  He  purchased  and 
remodeled  the  property  there,  converting 
it  into  a  fine  residence.  In  1893  and 
1894  he  was  engaged  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness and  since  1895  has  been  engaged  in 
the  insurance  business,  representing  re- 
liable fire  and  life  insurance  companies, 
including  the  Des  Moines  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  of  Des  Moines.  Iowa,  and 
the  Iowa  State  Insurance  Company, 
of  Keokuk,  also  the  ^lerchants'  Life 
Insurance  Association,  of  Burlington. 
On  the  24th  of  June,  1905,  he  pur- 
chased the  business  conducted  under  the 
name  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Milling 
Company  and  is  now  proprietor,  while 
W.  M.  Allison  is  manager. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  been 
born  three  children :  Ada  Blanche,  born 
in  Henry  county  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1876,  was  educated  in  the  graded 
schools  of  \\'ayland,  and  continued  her 
studies  in  the  Wesleyan  College  in  Mount 
Pleasant.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Adam 
L.  Foggy,  who  resides  seven  miles  east 
of  Mount  Pleasant  and  they  have  two 
children,  Lenox  Davis  and  Ruth  Eliza- 
beth Foggy.  Anna  R.  was  born  Decem- 
ber 7,  1880,  attended  the  high  school  in 
Mount  Pleasant  and  afterward  the  Con- 
servatory of  Music  in  this  city.  She  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  M.  Allison,  who 
is  manager  of  her  father's  mill  and  they 
reside  on  Xorth  Lincoln  street.  Grace 
E.  Davis,  born  in  Henry  county,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1882,  was  graduated  from  the 
Mount  Pleasant  high  school  and  spent 
two  years  as  a  student  in  the  Iowa  Wes- 
levan  Uni\ersitv.      She  was  married  on 


October  11,  1905,  to  George  T.  Hill,  of 
Burlington,  who  now  resides  in  Mount 
Pleasant  and  is  cashier  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company, 
at  this  place.  Mrs.  Foggy  was  married 
in  1894  and  Mrs.  Allison  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1904.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Davis 
are  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  have  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance in  Mount  Pleasant,  while  the 
hospitality  of  their  home  is  greatly  en- 
joyed by  their  many  friends.  For  more 
than  a  half  century  Mr.  Davis  has  re- 
sided in  Henry  county  and  is  therefore 
largely  familiar  with  its  history  from  its 
pioneer  epoch  down  to  the  present  time. 


JOSEPH  LE\\7S  SHIELDS. 

Joseph  Lewis  Shields  has  been  a  repre- 
sentative of  industrial  life  in  New  Lon- 
don and  is  now  connected  with  mercan- 
tile interests,  being  engaged  in  the  cloth- 
ing business,  w^ith  a  patronage  which  is 
indicative  of  his  fair  and  honorable  deal- 
ing and  also  of  the  excellent  stock  which 
he  carries.  He  w'as  born  in  Loudoun 
county,  Virginia,  October  24,  1835,  and 
is  a  son  of  AA'illiam  R.  and  Susan 
(  Blaker)  Shields.  His  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  early  subscription  schools 
conducted  by  the  Quakers,  or  Friends.  He 
continued  a  resident  of  the  Old  Dominion 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  ac- 
companied his  father's  family  on  their  re- 
moval to  Muskingum  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  also  attended  school.     In  1852 
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the  family  came  to  New  London,  Iowa, 
and  Joseph  L.  Shields  here  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  gristmill  owned  by  Broad 
&  Hager,  buying  the  interest  formerly 
held  bv  A\'illiam  Allen.  For  eigliteen 
years  he  was  identified  with  milling  in- 
terests and  the  business  was  capably  con- 
ducted and  proved  a  profitable  invest- 
ment. At  length  he  sold  out  to  a  Mr. 
Walker  and  turned  his  attention  to  his 
present  line  of  business,  conducting  a 
men's  clothing  goods  establishment  here. 
He  not  only  carries  ready  made  clothing, 
but  also  boots  and  shoes,  hats  and  in  fact 
everything  found  in  a  first  class  estab- 
lishment of  this  character.  AMiile  con- 
nected with  the  mill  he  was  identified  also 
with  the  grain-shipping  interests  of  the 
county,  buying  and  selling  on  an  exten- 
sive scale.  From  i860  until  1866  he  op- 
erated a  threshing  machine  throughout 
Henrv  county,  having  the  first  separator 
that  was  brought  into  the  county. 

On  the  8th  of  December.  1869.  oc- 
curred the  marriage  of  Air.  Shields  and 
Miss  Anna  O.  Hiles,  a  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph B.  and  Mary  A.  Hiles.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  marriage: 
Victor  H.,  wdio  is  cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  New  London :  and  Guy, 
who  is  an  advertising  solicitor  for  the 
Chicago  Daily  Nezn's.  Edna  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  Ethel  died 
at  the  age  of  six  months.  Mrs.  Shields 
was  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Metho- 
dist church  of  New  London.  Her  death 
occurred  February  3,  1905,  at  the  home 
in  New  London,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years. 

Mr.  Shields's  study  of  the  political 
questions  and  interests  of  the  day  has  led 


him  to  give  stalwart  support  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  has  served  as  town- 
ship trustee  for  nine  years  and  for  many 
years  on  the  town  council.  He  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  village  and  has  ever  been 
found  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties, which  he  has  performed  with  credit 
to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents. He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, with  wdiich  he  has  been  identified 
since  1867,  when  he  joined  New  London 
Lodge.  No.  28.  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  in  which  he  has  held  va- 
rious offices.  He  became  an  Odd  Fellow 
in  1867  and  is  now  affiliated  with  Charity 
Lodge.  No.  56.  He  has  also  passed  all  of 
the  chairs  in  this  order  and  has  several 
times  been  a  representative  to  the  grand 
lodge.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as 
a  trustee.  Moreover,  it  is  exemplified  in 
his  daily  life  and  in  his  conduct  of  his 
business  affairs,  for  he  is  at  all  times  a 
man  of  honorable  principles,  unfaltering 
in  his  allegiance  to  those  qualities  of  up- 
right manhood  which  everywhere  win  re- 
spect  and   confidence. 


MISS  HATTIE  KETCHAM. 

The  name  which  forms  the  title  of  this 
article  is  well  worthy  of  a  place  in  the 
present  \-olume  as  the  representative  of 
a  family  widely  known  in  connection  with 
the  more  important  business  interests  of 
Henrv  countv — a  faniilv  which  in  its  his- 
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tory  exemplifies  in  the  most  admirable 
manner  the  triumph  of  those  qualities  of 
enterprise,  sound  judgment  and  unwaver- 
ing integrity  ^^•hich  have  caused  men  of 
the  English  race  to  win  supremacy  in  all 
departments  of  the  world's  activities.  The 
name  of  Ketcham  has  not  only  won  honor 
and  recognition  in  later  years  and  in  these 
western  states,  because  of  the  business  acu- 
men of  many  who  have  borne  the  name, 
but  also  has  won  a  lasting  place  on  the 
pages  of  the  histoi"y  of  this  nation  because 
of  the  service  rendered  to  the  country  by 
members  of  the  family  during  the  differ- 
ent wars  in  which  this  nation  has  been  en- 
gaged. In  each  of  the  three  greatest  wars 
that  the  United  States  has  undergone — 
the  Revolutionary  war,  the  w'ar  of  1812 
and  the  Civil  war — there  have  been  men 
from  this  loyal  family  who  answered  to 
the  nation's  call  for  troops. 

Miss  Hattie  Ketcham  is  a  native  of 
Wappinger's  Falls,  New  York,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Eliza  (Church- 
ill) Ketcham.  Her  father  was  also  a 
native  of  that  state,  being  born  near  New 
York  city  on  April  9,  1809,  the  son  of 
Timothy  Ketcham,  a  farmer  and  one  of 
the  Revolutionary  heroes.  It  is  told  of 
Timothy  Ketcham  that  his  zeal  for  his 
country  was  so  great  that  when  the  call 
for  troops  came  to  him  he  left  his  team 
standing  in  the  field  and  did  not  even  go 
to  the  house,  but  started  immediately  to. 
war.  He  served  under  General  Putnam, 
and  was  engaged  in  several  of  the  more 
important  battles,  in  one  of  them  receiving 
a  wound  in  the  head.  He  lived  to  be  over 
ninety-nine  years  of  age.  His  son,  Jesse 
Ketcham,  father  of  the  subject  of  -this  re- 
view,  lived  to  be  ninety-three  years  old. 


dying  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  on  Sep- 
tember 27,  1902,  and  being  buried  in  For- 
est Home  cemetery. 

The  mother,  Eliza  Churchill  Ketcham, 
was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  being  born 
in  that  state  in  18 10.  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  martyrs  of  his  country  in  the  war 
of  18 12,  being  killed  in  Canada  during  the 
progress  of  the  war.  Eliza  Churchill  was 
only  nineteen  years  of  age  when  she  was 
married  to  Jesse  Ketcham,  he  himself  be- 
ing only  twenty  years  old.  They  spent  a 
long,  happy  life  together,  encouraging  each, 
other  through  the  hard  years  of  pioneer 
life  in  the  great  middle  west,  enduring  to- 
gether the  trials  and  hardships  of  the 
troublous  earlier  times,  and  finally  travel- 
ing hand  in  hand  the  peaceful  days  of  old 
age  after  the  struggle  was  over  and  their 
efforts  had  brought  their  well  earned  re- 
wards. They  were  companions  for  nearly 
seventy-one  years  at  the  time  of  the  death 
of  the  niother  on  September  7,  1899.  They 
were  married  in  New  York  state,  and  were 
living  in  New  York  city  at  the  time  of 
the  great  fire. 

In  September,  1855,  Mr.  Ketcham  and 
his  two  older  sons  came  west,  locating  in 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  on  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  about  five  miles 
west  of  Mount  Pleasant.  The  following 
spring  the  rest  of  the  family  came,  and 
they  made  that  their  home  for  the  next 
ten  years.  In  1865,  they  moved  into 
Mount  Pleasant,  moving  into  their  present 
home  on  Thanksgiving  day  of  that  year. 
Having  been  in  the  town  during  the  im- 
portant years  of  its  growth,  and  especially 
as  members  of  the  family  have  done  so 
much  toward  advancing  the  material  and 
commercial    interests   of   the    community. 
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the  family  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  this 
part  of  Iowa. 

To  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Ketcham  were  bom 
eleven  children,  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  the  three  daughters 
and  four  of  the  sons  are  still  living,  tilling 
places  of  honor  and  usefulness  in  their 
several  home  communities.  The  oldest 
child,  Juliana,  who  is  still  living  at  an  age 
of  over  seventy  years,  was  twice  married, 
tier  first  husband  was  Joshua  Loving,  and 
after  his  death  she  was  again  married,  this 
time  to  John  Richard  Armstrong,  of  an 
old  Salem  family.  Oscar  C.  married  Miss 
Maria  Briar,  and  died  in  Kansas  in  1901. 
William  B.  married  .Miss  Harriet  Mc- 
Divitt.  and  now  lives  in  Mendota,  ivlis- 
souri,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  coal 
mining  business.  Edward  D.,  who  died 
May  19,  1 88 1,  was  never  married.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  for 
three  years  in  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  and  aft- 
erward engaged  in  business  in  Ottumwa, 
Iowa.  He  was  an  invalid  for  a  long  time. 
Leander  F.  married  Miss  Ora  Hutchinson, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  both  now  deceased.  He  was  the  great 
lumberman  of  the  family.  Besides  assist- 
ing the  other  brothers  in  their  lumber  op- 
erations in  Iowa,  he  also  cleared  off  a  large 
number  of  counties  of  timber  land  in  Mis- 
souri. Eliza  is  the  widow  of  John  Peter- 
son, and  makes  her  home  in  Kansas, 
Frank  married  Mary  Jane  McDivitt,  and 
lives  in  Burlington,  where  he  has  one  of 
the  finest  homes  in  the  city.  He  has  been 
exceptionally  successful  in  his  business 
operations,  and  owns  a  controlling  interest 
in  the  mining  property  in  Mendota,  Mis- 
souri, which  was  mentioned  above  in  con- 
nection \\-ith  the  work  of  his  l)rother,  W'il- 


iam  B.  Winfield  is  unmarried  and  resides 
at  home  with  his  sister,  our  subject.  He 
is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He 
has  decided  business  ability,  and  has  won 
great  success  in  his  business,  so  that  he 
is  ranked  among  the  well-to-do  men  of 
Mount  Pleasant.  Albert  died  March  20, 
1868.  Our  subject,  Miss  Hattie,  was  the 
tenth  child  of  the  family  in  order  of  birth. 
Jesse  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Miss  Maude  Hall,  of  Unionville, 
Missouri.  His  second  marriage  was  to 
Miss  Ethel  Lindberg,  and  they  now  live 
on  Jefferson  Street,  Mount  Pleasant.  He 
is  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with 
his  brother  Winfield. 

The  Ketcham  brothers  have  been  re- 
markably successful  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, ranking  among  the  greatest  lumber- 
men of  the  state.  They  cleared  off  the 
timber  from  most  of  Henry  county,  and 
also  cutting  the  timber  from  the  western 
part  of  this  state  and  also  from  Putnam 
and  Sullivan  counties,  Missouri,  and  for 
many  years  supplied  almost  all  of  the  tim- 
ber used  in  the  construction  of  the  Bur- 
lington Railroad  through  Iowa.  They 
supplied  ties,  bridge  timber,  etc.,  and  did 
an  enormous  business.  He  was  intimate 
with  leading  railroad  men  of  the  day. 
In  addition  to  their  .lumber  interests,  they 
were  for  a  long  time  the  proprietors  of  a 
large  elevator  and  a  flouring  mill,  but  this 
business  was  closed  out  in  1905.  Their 
business  integrity  and  the  qualities  that 
have  worked  with  that  to  bring  them  their 
well  earned  prosperity  have  als(T  won  them 
the  universal  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  they  have  had  any  dealings. 

Miss  Hattie  Ketcham,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  historical  review,  received 
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lier  education  in  Mount  Pleasant.  I^eing- 
graduated  from  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
A'ersity  with  the  class  of  1876.  While 
she  was  a  student  in  the  University  she 
identified  herself  with  the  sorority  life  of 
the  institution  by  becoming  a  member  of 
Pi  Beta  Phi  in  1873.  and  she  still  keeps 
up  her  connection  with  the  organization. 
She  has  always  taken  the  deepest  interest 
in  the  progress  of  education,  especially  as 
it  affects  the  community  in  which  she 
lives,  and  especially  has  she  been  solicitous 
of  the  welfare  of  her  alma  mater.  She  has 
served  several  times  as  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  university. 

Being  gifted  with  a  large  share  of  the 
executive  ability  and  business  sagacity 
that  has  been  so  noticeable  in  the  different 
members  of  the  family,  jNIiss  Ketcham  has 
also  taken  an  active  part  in  the  active 
work  of  the  town.  She  has  for  tweh-e 
years  conducted  a  store  downtown,  in 
which  she  makes  a  specialty  of  all  those 
articles  pertaining  to  decorative  needle- 
work. She  carries  a  large  stock  of  goods, 
and  makes  it  her  pride  to  have  every  article 
that  can  be  desired  for  the  making  of  the 
latest  fancy  in  this  fascinating  work  for 
women.  She  herself  does  this  work,  and 
conducts  a  class  for  the  instruction  of 
others.  Her  own  work  is  artistic  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  she  is  the  acknowl- 
edged leader  in  this  work  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. She  has  genuine  artistic  sense,  and 
a  love  for  the  work,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  she  herself  never  had  a 
teacher  in  the  work,  but  has  learned  it 
by  herself. 

In  addition  to  her  business  pursuits. 
Miss  Ketcham  has  found  time  to  take  part 


in  the  social,  literary  and  philanthropic  life 
of  the  neighborhood.  She  has  served  with 
distinction  for  sixteen  years  as  secretary 
of  the  Ladies'  Library  Association,  being 
also  the  secretary  of  the  Ladies'  Library 
Club  for  several  years.  She  has  been  very 
active  in  church  work,  as  has  the  entire 
family,  particularly  the  parents.  They 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  and 
Miss  Ketcham  has  been  a  faithful  worker, 
never  shirking  what  she  conceived  to  be 
her  duty,  but  rendering  efficient  aid  in  all 
the  church  work,  accomplishing  much  in 
the  church  society  and  contributing  gen- 
erously to  its  charities.  She  has  acted  as 
clerk  of  the  church  for  many  years.  She 
is  also  a  student  of  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tian Science. 

Miss  Ketcham  has  filled  a  prominent 
place  in  the  life  of  the  town,  whether  con- 
sidered from  the  standpoint  of  business, 
education,  religion,  philanthropy  or  so- 
ciety. Personally  she  is  ever  cheerful, 
courteous,  considerate  of  others  and  un- 
failingly kind  to  all.  She  numbers  her 
friends  by  the  score,  and  is  universally  re- 
spected for  those  high  qualities  which  have 
endeared  her  to  those  who  know  her  best. 


GOVERNOR  JOSHUA  G.  NEWBOLD 

Among  the  distinguished  citizens  who 
have  conferred  honor  and  dignitv  upon 
the  state  which  has  honored  them  is  num- 
bered Governor  Joshua  G.  Newbold,  de- 
ceased, whose  official  record  covered  serv- 
ice as  the  chief  executive  of  his  citv  and 
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also  of  the  commonwealth.  The  quali- 
ties which  make  for  leadership  were  pre- 
eminently his,  for  he  not  onlv  had  the 
ability  to  formulate  plans  and  o;uide  the 
actions  of  others,  but  was  also  prompted 
by  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  devotion  to 
the  puljlic  good  that  were  above  question. 
He  had  a  statesman's  grasp  of  affairs,  and 
to  each  question  of  moment  gave  careful 
consideration,  followed  by  influential  ef- 
fort for  the  cause  Avhich  he  believed  to  be 
for  the  best  interests  of  Iowa. 

A  native  of  Pennsylvania,  Go\'ernor 
Newbold  was  born  in  Fayette  countA-  on 
the  1 2th  of  May,  1830,  a  son  of  Brazilla 
and  Katherine  (Houseman)  Newbold. 
The  father  owned  and  operated  a  flouring 
mill  in  Pennsylvania  until  about  1854  or 
1855,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  subsequent 
to  which  time  he  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  passed  away  on  the  farm  near  Hills- 
boro.  They  held  membership  in  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  church. 

Governor  Newbold,  attending  the 
schools  of  Fayette  county,  acquired  a 
good,  liberal  education,  and  further 
broadened  his  knowledge  by  an  academic 
course,  subsequent  to  which  time  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  several  years.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  state.  May  2, 
1850,  to  Miss  Rachael  Farquhar,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Mary  (Maston)  Far- 
quhar. Her  father  was  a  farmer  of  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  connected  with 
families  of  prominence  in  that  country. 

Following  his  removal  to  the  west,  Gov- 
ernor Newbold  resided  for  a  year  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  then  removed  to  a 
farm  in  Van  Buren  county,  near  Hills- 
boro,  where  he  engaged  in  general  agri- 


cultural pursuits  for  several  vears.  In 
i860  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Hillsboro, 
where  he  continued  farming,  his  farm 
adjoining  the  village.  He  was  also  en- 
gaged in  merchandising,  and  later  return- 
ing to  Mount  Pleasant,  he  embarked  in 
merchandising  in  this  city,  successfullv 
conducting  a  general  store.  Following 
his  retirement  from  that  line  of  business, 
he  was  largely  occupied  in  the  settlement 
of  estates,  having  the  full  trust  and  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  and  acted  as  admin- 
istrator, executor  and  guardian  in  many 
cases,  in  which  he  performed  his  duties  to 
the  best  of  his  ability — and  that  ability 
was  of  superior  order. 

At-'the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Governor 
Newbold  put  aside  personal  considera- 
tions and  raised  a  company  of  the  Four- 
teenth Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  but,  be- 
coming ill,  was  unable  to  go  to  the  front. 
His  brother  Joseph  went  out  as  captain, 
and  later  was  elected  major,  with  which 
rank  he  served  until  shot,  at  the  battle  of 
Red  River.  After  recovering  his  health, 
Joshua  G.  Newbold  helped  to  raise  the 
Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  fall  of 
1862,  and  was  commissioned  captain  of 
Company  F.  This  was  the  noted  fighting 
regiment  of  the  state.  After  participating 
in  the  battle  at  Helena,  Arkansas,  in  No- 
vember, 1862,  they  sailed  the  following 
December  on  the  expedition  against 
Vicksburg,  going  by  way  of  Chickasaw 
Bayou,  where  they  were  under  fire,  and 
later  participating  in  the  battle  of  Arkan- 
sas Post,  where  the  regiment  lost  more 
than  sixty  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 
Following  the  battle  of  Lookout  Aloun- 
tain,  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  pursued  Bragg 
to  Ringgold,  where  the  engag'ement  oc- 
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curred  on  the  27th  of  Xovember.  The 
next  year  the  regiment  joined  Sherman 
on  the  Atlanta  campaign  and  the  march 
to  the  sea,  and  afterward  participated  in 
the  Carohna  campaign.  He  served  for 
more  than  two  years,  or  until  a  short  time 
before  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  re- 
signed on  account  of  disability.  He  was 
at  Vicksburg  during  the  siege  of  that  city, 
and  becoming  ill  with  typhoid  fever  was 
brought  to  his  home,  starting  when  un- 
conscious. As  soon  as  he  had  recovered 
his  health,  however,  he  rejoined  his  com- 
mand at  the  front,  and  continued  there  for 
some  time,  but  being  still  unable  to  per- 
form his  duties,  he  was  discharged.  Dur- 
ing the  last  two  or  three  months  of  his 
service  he  held  the  position  of  judge-advo- 
cate, with  headquarters  at  Woodville,  Al- 
abama. His  regiment  won  fame  in  'a 
number  of  engagements.  Following  his 
return  from  the  war,  Go\-ernor  Newbold 
engaged  in  merchandising  for  a  short 
time  and  later  devoted  his  time  to  the  set- 
tlement of  estates  and  kindred  duties. 

He  was  long  recognized  as  a  leading 
factor  in  republican  circles,  giving  stanch 
support  to  the  party  from  the  time  of  its 
organization.  He  held  a  number  of  local 
offices  in  Van  Buren  county,  and  was 
elected  to  represent  Henry  county  in  the 
thirteenth,  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  g'en- 
eral  assemblies,  where  he  proved  an  able 
member,  connected  with  much  important 
constructive  legislation.  He  served  as 
chairman  of  the  school  committee  on  ap- 
propriations in  the  fifteenth.  In  the  lat- 
ter, in  1874,  he  was  also  temporary 
speaker  during  the  deadlock  organizing 
the  house.  In  1875  he  was  elected  lieu- 
tenant governor  on  the  republican  ticket 


with  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  the  democratic 
competitor  being  E.  D.  Woodward,  who 
received  ninety-three  thousand  and  sixty 
votes,  while  Governor  Kirkwood  received 
one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six.  During  his  term 
of  office  Governor  Kirkwood  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  senate,  and  thereby 
Lieutenant-Governor  Newbold  became  his 
successor,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office  on  the  ist  of  February,  1877,  being 
succeeded  by  Governor  Gear  in  1878.  His 
message  given  to  the  leg'islature  in  1878 
was  a  g'reat  state  paper,  and  the  recom- 
mendations which  he  made  were  carefully 
considered  and  were  largely  adopted. 
The  state  finances  were  then  in  a  less 
creditable  condition  than  ever  before  or 
since,  as  there  was  an  increasing  floating 
debt  amounting  to  three  hundred  and 
fort}'  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents,  more  than 
ninety  thousand  dollars  in  excess  of  the 
constitutional  limitation.  Governor  New- 
bold  in  his  message  said  :  "The  common- 
wealth ought  not  to  set  an  example  of  dil- 
atoriness  in  meeting  its  obligations.  Of 
all  forms  of  indebtedness  that  of  a  floating 
character  is  the  most  objectionable.  The 
uncertainty  as  to  its  amount  will  invari- 
ably enter  into  any  computation  made  by 
persons  contracting  with  the  state  for  sup- 
plies, material  or  labor.  To  remove  the 
present  difficulty  and  to  avert  its  continu- 
ance, I  look  upon  as  the  most  important 
work  that  will  demand  your  attention." 
The  following-  recommendations  show 
Governor  Newbold  abreast  of  the  fore- 
most thinkers  of  the  ag^e:  "Therein 
ecjualities  of  the  personal  property  valua- 
tion of  the  several   counties  suggests  to 
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my  mind  the  propriety  of  so  adjusting 
the  state's  levy  as  to  require  the  counties 
to  pay  into  the  state  treasury  only  the  tax 
on  realty  having  the  corresponding  tax 
on  personalty  in  the  county  treasury.  This 
would  rest  with  each  county  the  adjust- 
ment of  its  own  personal  property  valu- 
ations, without  fear  that  they  might  be 
so  high  as  to  work  injustice  to  itself  in 
comparison  with  other  counties." 

During  the  period  of  his  services  as 
governor  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Newbold  removed 
his  residence  to  Mount  Pleasant,  and  was 
later  elected  to  represent  Henry  county  in 
the  legislatiu-e,  where  he  again  served  for 
one  term.  Local  offices  were  afterward 
conferred  upon  him.  and  he  was  chosen 
mayor  of  the  city,  in  which  capacitv  he 
served  for  a  year,  when  he  refused  a  re- 
election on  account  of  other  pressing 
claims.  In  1899.  however,  he  was  once 
more  chosen  chief  executive  of  the  city 
for  two  years'  term,  and  in  1900  was 
again  elected  to  that  office.  During  that 
time  many  of  the  permanent  improve- 
ments were  made.  He  was  known  as  one 
of  the  strong  mayors  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
giving  careful  consideration  to  its  possi- 
bilities for  reform,  improvements  and  sub- 
stantial development,  and  formulating 
plans  and  instituting  measures  that  have 
had  direct  bearing  upon  the  city  and  its 
permanent  good. 

Unto  Governor  and  Mrs.  Newbold 
were  born  five  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  while  George  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Allene  is  now 
the  widow  of  Mr.  F.  Isaman.  and  has 
four  children :  Kate,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
A\'hite,  has  a  son,  Frank,  who  is  a 
great-grandchild    of    Governor    Xe\v1x)ld ; 


Joshua,  who  wedded  Mary  Salsbury,  and 
has  two  daughters,  Frances  and  Emma; 
George,  who  married  Carrie  Moore,  and 
has  a  son,  Butler;  and  Mrs.  Rachel  Cole, 
who  has  a  son,  Harvey.  Emma  I.  New- 
bold  became  the  wife  of  Butler  Buchanan, 
of  North  Platte,  Nebraska,  and  has  three 
sons,  Perry,  who  married  Jennie  Smith, 
and  lives  at  North  Platte.  Frank  and 
Clark. 

Governor  and  Mrs.  Newbold  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Hills- 
boro,  and  on  removing  to  Mount  Pleasant 
identified  themselves  with  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  of  this  city.  They  had  a  fine 
home  on  East  Washington  street,  where 
Mrs.  Newbold  still  resides.  The  gov- 
ernor died  here,  June  10,  1903,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  in  Forest  Home 
cemetery,  while  his  name  was  enrolled  on 
the  list  of  Iowa's  honored  dead.  He  was 
a  man  lofty  in  patriotism,  fearless  in  ac- 
tion and  stainless  in  reputation.  In  his 
business  life  his  path  was  not  strewn  with 
the  wreck  of  other  men's  fortunes,  suc- 
cess coming  to  him  as  the  direct  result  of 
close  and  earnest  application  and  the  care- 
ful conduct  of  his  interests.  He  won  the 
thorough  respect  of  his  associates  in  the 
legislative  halls  and  in  the  affairs  of  the 
commonwealth,  for  although  men  may 
have  dift"ered  from  him,  none  doubted  his 
integrity. 


CAPT.  ALLEN  T.  BROOKS. 

Capt.  Allen  T.  Brooks  is  a  veteran  of 
the  Civil  war  who  has  been  equally  loyal 
to  his  country  in  days  of  peace  and  in  the 
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discharge  of  various  official  duties  in 
Mount  Pleasant  has  shown  that  he  fully 
merits  the  trust  and  confitlence  reposed  in 
him.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative residents  of  this  city,  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  him.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Springfield,  Ohio,  April  23,  1826,  so 
that  he  has  reached  the  eightieth  milestone 
on  life's  journey.  His  parents  were  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  (Stitt)  Brooks.  The 
father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1779 
and  lived  to  be  eighty-seven  years  of  age, 
while  his  mother's  birth  occurred  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1785.  In  early  manhood  Wil- 
liam Brooks  followed  farming  in  the  Key- 
stone state  and  afterw-ard  in  Logan  county, 
Ohio.  In  1838  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Van  Buren  county.  He  w^s 
one  of  its  pioneer  residents  and  assisted  in 
the  earl}^  material  developmient  and  prog- 
ress of  his  portion  of  the  state.  He 
belonged  to  that  class  of  representative 
American  men.  who.  while  advancing  in- 
dividual interests,  also  contribute  to  the 
public  welfare.  His  attention  was  de- 
voted to  farming  until  about  fifteen  years 
prior,  to  his  death,  when  he  retired  and 
went  to  live  with  his  son,  A.  T.  Brooks, 
upon  his  flarm,  there  passing  away  in 
April,  1866.  He  had  served  as  a  soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812,  and  his  early  political 
support  was  given  to  the  democracy,  but 
his  six  sons  were  all  whigs,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  organization  of  the  new  republican 
party  the  father  and  sons  all  joined  its 
ranks.  Mr.  Brooks  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  taking  an  active  and  interested 
part  in  its  work  and  Mr.  Brooks  was  an 
elder  and  preacher  who  traveled  from 
place  to  place  in  the  performance  of  his 


ministerial  duties.  His  wife  survived  him 
for  but  a  brief  period,  passing  away  in  the 
fall  of  1866,  her  g'reat  grief  at  the  loss 
of  her  husband  undoubtedly  hastening  her 
own  death.  Their  remains  w^ere  interred 
side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  in  Van  Buren 
county.  In  their  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, but  only  two  are  living.  Ben- 
jamin, Samuel,  James,  Rachel,  John  and 
William  have  all  passed  away.  Mary 
Ann  became  the  wife  of  Martin  Fate  and 
resides  in  Van  Buren  county,  but  her  hus- 
band is  deceased.  A.  T.  Brooks  completes 
the  family.  Two  of  the  sons,  James  and 
John,  were  soldiers  of  the  Civil  war,  also 
two  sons  of  James,  two  sons  of  John,  two 
sons  of  Samuel  and  two  sous  of  Benjamin, 
making  two  brothers  and  eight  nephews 
of  our  subject  who  were  in  the  great 
CWW  conflict.  John  Brooks  was  a  member 
of  the  Third  Iowa  Cavalry,  while  James 
ser\Td  in  the  Eighth  Iowa  Infantry  and 
A.  T.  Brooks  of  this  review^  w'as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Second  low^a  InfantiT,  to  which 
four  of  his  nephews  also  belonged,  while 
two  of  the  nephews  were  members  of  the 
Third  Iowa  Cavalry.  Both  brothers  of  our 
subject  w-ere  disabled  in  the  war,  and 
James  died  soon  after  his  return  home,  iDut 
John  ling'ered  until  a  few  years  ago. 

A.  T.  Brooks  was  educated  in  the  semi- 
nary at  Farmington,  Iowa,  and  in  the  col- 
lege at  Greencastle,  Indiana,  and  after  his 
student  days  were  over  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  nineteen  years  in  Van- 
Biu-en  county,  dividing  his  time  between 
Bloomfield  and  Keosauqua.  He  was  also 
city  superintendent  of  schools  at  the  latter 
place  for  a  numl^er  of  years  and  was 
county  sui^erintendent  of  schools  in  Van 
Buren  countv  for  one  vear.     His  educa- 
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tional  labors,  however,  were  interrupted 
bv  his  sen-ice  in  the  Civil  war,  for  after 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities  he  responded  to 
his  country's  call,  enlisting  in  Company  F, 
Second  Iowa  Infantry  and  fully  sustaining 
the  splendid  family  record  for  bravery  and 
lovalty.  The  first  important  engagement 
in  which  he  participated  was  at  Fort  Don- 
elson,  his  regiment  storming  the  fort.  He 
was  also  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  al- 
though he  was  never  wounded  he  suffered 
from  a  sun  stroke  which  disabled  him  and 
caused  him  to  be  honorably  discharged  at 
Keokuk  in   1862. 

In  the  spring  of  1866.  Mr.  Brooks  came 
to  Mount  Pleasant  and  was  called  to  pub- 
lic office  here  as  a  candidate  of  the  repub- 
lican party.  He  filled  the  position  of  in- 
ternal revenue  assessor  from  1867  until 
1873,  and  subsequently  was  mayor  of  the 
city  for  five  years.  His  administration 
was  business  like,  public  spirited,  prac- 
tical and  progressive  and  under  his  guid- 
ance many  valuable  reforms  and  improve- 
ments were  wrought.  He  afterward  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  three  terms  of 
one  year  each  and  following  his  retirement 
from  office  he  engaged  in  buying  and  sell- 
ing fine  horses  until  1899.  In  that  year 
he  went  to  live  in  Chicago,  spending  two 
A-ears  with  three  of  his  children  there,  af- 
ter which  be  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
IMomit  Pleasant  and  has  been  th€  efficient 
weighmaster  of  the  city  since   1903. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  .  1847,  Mr. 
Brooks  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
?^Iary  C.  Vinson,  who  was  born  in  St. 
Man-'s,  Ohio,  in  1825,  a  daughter  of 
Cuthbert  and  Deborah  (Sewers)  Vinson. 
Her  father  was  born  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  Marvland  and  the  mother's  birth   oc- 


curred in  the  same  locality.  Mr.  Vinson 
gave  his  attention  to  farming  and  from 
Maryland  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death 
in  1846.  His  wife  had  died  atout  1835. 
He  and  all  of  his  ancestors  were  whigs 
and  in  religious  faith  were  Methodists. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Vinson  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children.  Malachai  died  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  Brooks  in  1896  and  one  of 
his  sons  was  killed  at  the  liattle  of  Fort 
Donelson  in  the  Civil  war.  Delx:)rah  mar- 
ried Lorenzo  Roebuck  and  both  are  now 
deceased.  They  had  two  sons  in  the  war, 
one  of  whom  returned  to  the  north,  Imt 
the  other  was  starved  to  death  in  Libby 
prison.  Cuthbert  and  Greenljenw  X^inson 
are  both  deceased.  William  A.  was  killed 
by  Spaniards  in  California.  Xancy  is  the 
widow  of  John  Brooks,  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  now  resides  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  Amanda  died,  the  widow  of  \Y\\- 
liam  liollingsworth.  Hester  Ann  mar- 
ried William  Payne  and  both  are  deceased. 
They  had  one  son  who  is  a  lawyer  of 
Bloomfield,  Iowa.  Maiy  C,  now  Mrs. 
Brooks,  is  the  ninth  of  the  family.  Clara 
is  the  wife  of  Colonel  J.  B.  Weaver,  of 
Colfax,  Iowa.  Fie  was  a  nienib.er  of  the 
Second  Iowa  Infantiy.  served  for  three 
vears  in  the  Civil  war  and  came  out  with 
the  rank  of  Colonel  and  was  a  general  by 
brevet.  There  is  no  account  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Vinson  famil)-. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  were  born 
five  chikken,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
Alice  Carey,  born  in  1849.  i'^  Davis 
county,  Iowa,  is  now  the  wife  of  .\.  J. 
Briggs.  They  are  well-to-do  i:>e(^ple  and 
tra\Tl  about  for  health  and  pleasure,  being 
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now  in  California.  They  have  one  son. 
George  A.,  who  is  hving  in  Elkhart,  In- 
diana. Belle  F.,  torn  in  Van  Buren 
county  in  1S52,  is  the  wife  of  T.  Y.  Lynch, 
owner  of  a  lumber  yard  at  Holton,  Kan- 
sas. They  have  two  sons,  William  and 
Elmer,  both  of  ^^•hom  are  married  and  the 
former  has  a  daughter.  May  Ella,  born 
in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  in  1856,  is 
the  wife  of  Howard  E.  Snider,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  they  have  two  daughters : 
Stella,  who  is  a  stenographer;  and  Bertha, 
who  is  a  music  teacher  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  Elmer,  born  in  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  in  1863,  married  Miss 
Fannie  Bond  and  is  living  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  They  have  two  children,  Ben- 
nice  and  Margaret.  ]M.  B.  Brooks,  born  in 
Van  Buren  county  in  1865,  was  married 
to  Fannie  Snyder  and  lives  in  Elkhart, 
Indiana.  They  ha^•e  three  children  :  Ruby, 
Florence  and  Allen,  tlie  last  mentioned  be- 
ing the  only  namesake  of  his  Grandfather 
Brooks  and  the  only  male  child  in  the 
family. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  are  earnest 
and  faithful  members  of  the  Alethodist 
church,  in  which  for  forty-five  years  he 
has  held  office,  serving  as  treasurer  and 
as  steward.  He  is  also  deeply  interested 
in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  with 
which  he  holds  membership.  He  has  lived 
for  forty  years  in  his  present  home  and  he 
and  his  wife  have  now  traveled  life's  jour- 
ney together  for  fifty-nine  years,  sharing 
in  all  their  joys  and  sorrows  and  though 
re\'erses  have  come  to  them  and  the}-  have 
met  obstacles,  they  are  contented  and  happy 
that  their  children  are  still  spared  to  them. 
Mr.  Brooks  is  a  self-made  man,  who 
started  out  in  life  empty-handed,  but  by 


willing  hands,  laudable  ambition  and 
strong  determination  he  has  secured  for  his 
family  all  the  necessities  and  many  of  the 
comforts  of  life.  As  a  citizen,  as  a  soldier, 
as  a  public  officer,  he  holds  the  entire  re- 
spect of  those  ^^•ho  knew  him  because  of 
his  plain  and  unostentatious  demeanor,  his 
honest  methods,  his  kindly  spirit  and  be- 
cause of  the  hospitailty  which  is  so  char- 
acteristic of  his  home.  He  is  known  ev- 
erywhere as  Captain  Brooks  and  his  place 
of  business  on  the  public  square  is  a  fa- 
\'orite  resort  with  many  of  his  friends  who 
congregate  there  to  talk  over  the  events  of 
the  past  and  of  the  marvelous  impro\-e- 
ments  of  the  present. 


THOMAS  \'.  PACKER. 

Thomas  V.  Packer,  deceased,  became  a 
resident  of  Heniy  county  in  185 1  and  since 
that  time  the  family  has  figured  promi- 
nently in  this  part  of  the  state,  Mr.  Packer 
having  been  an  honored  and  respected  resi- 
dent here  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise. 
He  ^^'as  born  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
February  16,  18 14,  and  was  a  son  of 
Aaron  and  Rebecca  (Dewees)  Packer, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  or  near  Phila- 
delphia. The  family  was  established  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  period 
in  the  settlement  of  the  colony  and  among 
its  representatives  have  been  many  who 
have  attained  prominence  in  various  walks 
of  life.  .John  and  Samuel  Packer  have 
been  members  of  congress  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  a  cousin,  William  F.  Packer, 
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was  governor  of  that  state.  Asa  Packer, 
of  ]^Iauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania,'  was  a 
judge  and  at  one  time  owned  extensive 
coal  mines  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  one 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Centennial  Expo- 
sition at  Philadelphia  in  1876  and  at  its" 
close  found  that  he  \\'as  hea\'ily  in  debt. 
Howe\'er,  he  secured  a  franchise  to  oper- 
ate the  railroad  from  his  coal  mines  to 
Lake  Ontario,  and  through  this  means  he 
regained  his  fortune  and  was  able  to  leave 
a  handsome  competence  to  his  family.  He 
was  entirely  a  self-made  man,  being  in 
youth  employed  on  the  canal,«  but  he  judi- 
ciously invested  his  money  in  land,  which 
proved  to  be  underlaid  with  rich  coal  and 
marble  deposits.  With  all  his  splendid 
success  he  was  a  man  of  kind  heart  and 
generous  disposition,  his  employes  ever 
finding  him  not  only  just  but  generous, 
and  his  wife  possessed  equally  commend- 
able traits  of  character. 

Aaron  Packer,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  in  early  life  a  potter,  and  afterward 
conducted  an  extensive  mercantile  estab- 
lishment in  Pennsylvania.  Later  he  set- 
tled in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and 
the  last  years  of  his  life  were  passed  in 
Clark  county,  Ohio,  near  South  Charles- 
ton. He  was  always  an  earnest  repub- 
lican, unfaltering  in  his  advocacy  of  the 
principles  of  the  party,  and  he,  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Friends'  church. 
He  died  in  1877,  when  more  than  ninety 
years  of  age,  having  for  some  time  sur- 
vived his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1851, 
at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  Their  remains 
were  interred  in  Ohio,  the  former  near 
South  Charleston  and  the  latter  near 
Mount   Pleasant,   Ohio.      In  their  family 


were  seven  children,  but  all  have  passed 
away,  namely:  Isaac,  Thomas,  Elizabeth, 
Hannah,  Elisha,  Sarah,  and  Benjamin. 

Thomas  V.  Packer  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio.  He  learned  the  coop- 
er's trade  in  the  latter  state  and  followed 
it  until  1 85 1,  when  he  came  to  Iowa.  He 
Avas  an  excellent  workman  in  the  line  of 
his  chosen  occupation.  After  taking  up  his 
abode  in  this  state,  however,  he  settled 
upon  a  partially  improved  fann  of  three 
hundred  and  twent}'  acres  on  Skunk  river 
near  Oakland,  Henry  county,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  that 
farm,  which  he  had  purchased,  and  which 
he  continued  to  cultivate  until  1862,  when 
he  remoAxd  to  a  fann  in  Lee  county,  near 
Salem.  His  last  years  were  si)ent  in  re- 
tirement in  Salem.  In  1844  ^Iv.  Packer 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret 
Linton.  The  original  ancestor  of  the  Lin- 
ton famil}'  came  to  America  with  the  Wil- 
liam Penn  colony  and  preached  the  first 
Quaker  seiTnon  in  Philadelphia.  Her  par- 
ents were  Mahlon  and  Ann  (Hilles)  Lin- 
ton, in  whose  family  were  se\'en  children 
who  grew  to  maturity:  Sarah,  William, 
Samuel  Linton,  Mary  Linton.  Josq:)h  Lin- 
ton, Isaiah,  and  Margaret,  who  became 
Mrs.  Packer,  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  All  of  the  sons  of  the  Linton 
family  were  employed  by  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad  in  the  early  days  of  its 
construction  as  civil  engineers. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Packer 
was  celebrated  in  Washington  county. 
Pennsylvania,  near  Brownsville,  on  the 
17th  of  x\pril.  1S44.  ^[rs.  Packer 
\\'as  educated  in  Washington  county,  at- 
tending the  public  schools  and  the  girls' 
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boarding  school.  Her  parents  died  when 
she  was  young.  Siie  afterward  made  her 
home  with  her  brothers  and  sisters  until 
she  was  married,  at  which  time  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Packer  removed  to  Ohio,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  185 1,  when  they 
came  to  Henry  county,  residing  in  this 
part  of  the  state  until  called  to  their  linal 
rest,  the  remains  of  both  being  interred 
in  the  cemeteiy  at  Salem.  ]\Irs.  Packer 
was  a  successful  teacher  in  Pennsylvania 
near  Brownsville  prior  to  her  marriage, 
and  her  children  and  grandchildren  seem 
to  have  inherited  her  capability  in  this 
direction. 

Unto  ]\Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  Packer  were  born 
nine  children,  of  wdiom  seven  are  living. 
Annie  E.,  who  began  teaching  in  a  coun- 
try schoo'l  and  has  since  been  identified 
with  school  work.  She  was  for  seven 
years  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Bona- 
parte, Iowa,  and  for  more  than  ten  years 
was  assistant  principal  at  Whittier  College 
at  Salem,  Iowa.  She  has  also  been  an 
instructor  in  teachers'  institutes  during 
the  summer  months,  sometimes  conducting 
four  during  a  singie  season.  She  was 
county  superintendent  of  Hemy  county 
before  entering  Whittier  College  to  as- 
sist as  principal,  was  also  county  superin- 
tendent of  Van  Buren  county,  and  in  1899 
she  was  elected  county  superintendent  of 
the  schools  of  Henry  county,  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  the  ofifice  in  January, 
1900,  and  has  since  filled  this  position  in 
a  most  creditable  and  accepta1)le  manner. 
She  is  well  qualified  for  the  office  and 
under  her  guidance  the  schools  have  made 
splendid  advancement,  as  she  has  ever  held 
high  the  standard  of  public  education. 
She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Conorera- 


tional  church  and  also  belongs  to  the  P. 
E.  O.  Society  and  to  the  Eastern  Star. 
Rebecca,  the  second  member  of  the  Packer 
family,  was  a  successful  teacher  in  Iowa 
and  Nebraska,  and  after  teaching  for  eight 
years  near  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  died  in  that 
city  in  189 1.  Ada  Packer  became  the  wife 
of  Thomas  H.  McConnaughey,  who  died 
in  July,  1903.  She  w^as  a  teacher  before 
her  marriage  and  is  now  teaching  in  the 
Central  school  at  Mount  Pleasant.  Mr.  Mc- 
Connaughey was  a  sergeant  in  Company 
AI  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Caxalry  in  the  Civil 
war  and  ser\'ed  throughout  the  period  of 
hostilities.  He  was  wounded  at  Vicks- 
burg,  which  occasioned  a  slight  lameness 
throug-hout  his  entire  life.  Mahlon  L. 
Packer,  residing  in  Salem,  Iowa,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Jacobs,  a  niece  of  William 
Jacobs,  who  was  one  of  the  compilers  of 
the  Lippincott  Encyclopedia.  They  have 
four  children:  Joseph  L.,  Harold,  Paul, 
and  Leah.  William  Albert  Packer  resides 
at  Bonaparte,  Iowa.  A.  H.  Packer,  who 
is  principal  of  the  Lincoln  school  in  Fort 
Madison.  I.  L.  Packer  resides  in  Salem. 
Emma  married  J.  H.  Jacobs  and  died  in 
Kansas  in  1895.  Nellie  married  J.  H. 
Collatt,  of  Salem. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Packer 
of  this  review  was  an  earnest  democrat 
and  seiwed  as  township  trustee  and  in  other 
local  offices.  He  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  cause  of  public  education,  sei"ved  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board,  always  de- 
claring that  "his  school  tax  was  the  best 
tax  w  hich  he  paid."  He,  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Friends'  church  and  hon- 
orable principles  and  upright  conduct  char- 
acterized their  entire  lives.  'Sir.  Packer 
passed  away  in  February,  1898,  at  the  age 
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of  eighty-four  years,  while  his  wife  died 
February  15,  1897.  No  more  worthy  or 
respected  people  were  numbered  among 
Iowa's  citizens.  They  were  kindly  in 
spirit,  generous  in  disposition,  loyal  to 
justice,  truth,  and  right  and  they  stood  as 
champions  of  every  interest  for  the  public 
A\elfare  and  at  the  same  time  reared  a 
family  who  are  indeed  a  credit  to  their 
name. 


ANDREW  SINGER. 

Andrew  Singer,  who  after  an  active, 
useful  and  honorable  business  career  ex- 
tending over  many  years,  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  Mount  Pleasant,  was  born 
in  Bubenheim,  province  of  Rhine-Hessen, 
Germany,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1827. 
He  is  the  only  surviving  member  in  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  whose  parents  were 
Jacob  and  Maiy  (Meierhoefer)  Singer. 
The  father  was  born  in  Germany  between 
1780  and  1790,  and  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  that  country.  His  wife  sur- 
vived, passing  away  in  her  native  country 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Andrew  Singer  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  his  native  land,  and  in  1850  came 
to  America.  Making  his  way  down  the 
Rhine  and  crossing  to  England,  he  sailed 
from  London  to  New  York.  He  was  a 
passenger  on  one  of  the  old-time  sailing 
vessels,  which  was  forty-nine  days  in  mak- 
ing the  voyage.  He  came  to  America  on 
a  prospecting  trip,  and  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  country  that  he  decided 
to  remain.    The  first  few  years  were  spent 


in   New  York  and  New  Jersey,   and  he 
learned  the  baker's  trade  in  Brooklyn,  de- 
\oting  two  years  to  mastering  the  busi- 
ness.    In  1854  he  came  to  the  west,  set- 
tling in   Burlington,   where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  baker  for  a  year,  after  which 
he    removed   to    Mount    Pleasant,    Iowa, 
where  he  occupied  a  similar  position  for  a 
a  year.     He  was  then  admitted  to  a  part- 
nership by  his  employer,  and  the  business 
was  conducted  under  the  name  of  Milo 
Shaw   &   Company,   and   the   relation   l)e- 
tween  them  was  successfully  maintained 
from  1856  until  1858,  on  the  expiration  of 
which  period  Mr.  Singer  sold  his  interest 
and  removed  to  Sumner,  Kansas.  He  went 
there  with  a  number  of  eastern  and  Iowa 
men,  who  had  established,  prior,  a  town 
site  company  during  the  Pike's  Peak  ex- 
citement, who  had  expected  to  make  Sum- 
ner an  outfitting  point.  It  was  located  on 
the  Missouri  river,  four  miles  below  Lea- 
venworth, and  before  Mr.  Singer  went  to 
Sumner    had    many    improvements    and 
good  buildings,  and  when  he  located  there 
the  outlook  was  good  for  a  growing  town. 
Mr.   Singer,  with  a  partner,  bought  ten 
lots  and  started  to  put  up  a  good  bakery, 
paying  $300  in  gold  for  them,  and  made 
an   arrangement   to   erect   a  bakerA-.   but 
soon  found  that  the  enterprise  would  not 
be  successful,  and  he  took  a  contract  for 
excavating  on  streets,  and  while  superin- 
tending that  job  there  was  a  cave-in.  and 
he»  was  completely  buried.     Fortunately 
for  him,  he  was  soon  rescued,  and  he  was 
exhumed  nearly  dead  and  with  a  crushed 
(broken)  leg.     Pie  was  thus  laid  up  for 
four  months,   and  was  incapacitated   for 
real  labor  for  a  year.    In  1859  he  returned 
to  Alount  Pleasant   (he  had  to  pa\\n  his 
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watch  to  get  money  to  return  to  Mount 
Pleasant),  and  here  he  first  found  em- 
ployment at  Albia  in  a  bake  shop,  and 
worked  at  his  trade  till  the  breaking  out 
of  war.  On  formation  of  the  Eighth  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1861,  he  went  out 
with  them  as  a  cook,  and  after  the  regi- 
ment had  got  to  the  front,  in  Missouri, 
while  near  Syracuse,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany — ,  Eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infan- 
try. Soon  afterwards  he  was  transferred 
to  Company  E,  Sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  In- 
fantr}^,  and  on  account  of  his  knowedge 
of  baking,  was  appointed  by  the  quarter- 
master as  regimental  baker.  His  regi- 
ment served  through  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, etc.,  and  was  under  Grant's  com- 
mand, being  under  Colonel  Brydolf  and 
(then)  Major  Corse.  He  was  at  Shiloh 
and  Corinth,  etc.  His  leg  getting  worse, 
in  1863,  he  was  discharged  for  disability. 
After  his  return  from  war  he  established 
in  business,  the  firm  being  Singer  and 
Budde.  The  firm  was  successful,  and 
owned  a  farm  outside.  After  a  fire  Mr. 
Singer  personally  built  a  three-story  brick 
block,  where  their  business  was  conducted. 
Mr.  Singer  also  built  a  residence  in  the 
city,  he  having  put  up  the  residence  now 
owned  by  Dr.  Pitcher,  and  now  owns 
Kansas  lands,  owning  800  acres  in  Paw- 
nee county,  and  there  he  is  extensively 
engaged  in  wheat  raising,  having  700 
acres  under  cultivation  during  past  years 
on  shares.  • 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1865,  Mr. 
Singer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mar}'  Budde,  a  daughter  of  D.  A.  and 
Christina  (Stomp)  Budde.  There  were 
three  children  in  the  Budde  family  who 
grew  up,  of  whom  John  G.  Budde  now  re- 


sides in  Mount  Pleasant.  Mrs.  Singer 
was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1844.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Germany,  but  went  from  that 
country  to  Holland.  In  1847  ^'^^Y  came 
to  America,  locating  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  Mr.  Budde  carried  on  business  as 
a  gardener.  In  1868  they  removed  to 
Henry  county,  and  spent  their  remaining 
days  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Singer.  The 
mother  died  in  July,  1872,  and  the  father's 
death  occurred  in  April,  1873,  their  re- 
mains being  interred  in  Forest  Home  cem- 
etery. They  held  membership  in  the 
Dutch  Reformed  church,  of  which  he  was 
an  elder,  and  his  political  support  was 
given  to  the  republican  party.  Mrs.  Sing- 
er was  educated  in  America,  being  a  stu- 
dent in  the  schools  of  Des  Moines  county, 
and  her  death  occurred  February  22,  1905, 
her  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  Forest 
Home  cemetery.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Singer  had  been  born  five  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living — namely:  Anna  M., 
who  for  ten  years  has  been  engaged  in 
teaching  German  and  English  in  the  Ma- 
rion (Iowa)  high  school;  Elizabeth  C, 
at  home  with  her  father;  Flora  L.,  now  a 
trained  nurse  in  Chicago ;  John  A.,  who  is 
with  E.  B.  Caldwell  and  Company,  in 
Monmouth,  Illinois,  and  Louise  R.,  who 
is  teacher  of  German  and  English  in  the 
high  school  at  Chariton,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Singer  has  been  a  stanch  republican 
since  casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
Fremont.  He  was  always  opposed  to 
slavery,  and  was  a  champion  of  the  Union 
cause  during  the  Civil  war.  He  held 
membership  in  the  German  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  member, 
and    he    served    as    one    of    its     elders. 
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In  1864  he  became  one  of  the  charter 
members,  and  in  1867  he  was  one  of  the 
building  committee  that  erected  the  church 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  and  was  active  in  the 
affairs  of  the  church  until  it  consolidated 
with  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  1887 
he  rebuilt  the  elegant  home  at  No.  300 
South  Main  street,  and  is  delightfully  sit- 
uated there.  AMien  he  became  a  resident 
of  Burlington  it  was  only  a  village,  with 
no  railroads.  Many  changes  have  oc- 
curred there  and  in  all  parts  of  Iowa,  and 
Mr.  Singer  has  ever  been  deeply  interested 
in  the  work  of  public  progress  and  im- 
provement. He  figured  prominently  in 
business  circles  in  ]Mount  Pleasant  for 
many  long  3'ears,  and  made  for  himself  a 
creditable  name,  at  the  same  time  winning 
a  very  gratifying  competence  through  his 
well  directed  labors.  His  life  record 
proves  what  may  be  accomplished  by 
young  men  with  the  determination  to  win 
success  here  through  the  utilization  of  op- 
portunities and  the  improvement  of  the 
business  conditions  which  are  found  in 
America. 


HENRY  SHOPBELL. 

Henry  Shopbell,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  now  living  in  New  London,  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Shop- 
bell  and  was  born  in  Licking  county. 
Ohio,  December  14,  1835.  In  his  infancy 
his  parents  removed  to  Mount  Vernon, 
Ohio,  and  later  he  attended  the  public 
schools  there,  while  subsequently  his  edu- 
cation  was   continued   in   the   schools   of 


New  London,  Iowa.  Thinking  to  have 
better  business  opportunities  in  the  new 
and  growing  west  the  father  brought  his 
family  to  this  state,  journeying  overland 
to  Burlington,  where  he  spent  the  win- 
ter, and  in  the  spring  of  1850  settled  upon 
a  farm  adjoining  the  village  of  New  Lon- 
don, known  as  the  J.  I.  King  place,  and 
owned  now  by  J.  M.  Crawford.  Later 
he  resided  at  different  times  upon  various 
farms  and  in  his  old  age  he  settled  in  the 
A-illage.  where  his  remaining  days  were 
passed  in  well  earned  ease.  He  died  in 
1 87 1,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years 
and  his  wife,  long  sur\iving  him,  passed 
away  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  Throughout  his  entire  business 
career  he  had  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  had  met  with  a  fair  measure  of 
success.  He  was  also  active  and  influen- 
tial in  community  affairs,  and  filled  the 
offices  of  township  trustee  and  road  su- 
pervisor. He  had  been  reared  in  the  Lu- 
theran faith,  but  as  there  was  no  church 
(~>f  that  denomination  in  this  section  of 
the  coiuity  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  he  and 
his  wife  joined  the  IMethodist  Protestant 
church. 

Henry  Shopbell  was  reared  in  the  us- 
ual manner  of  farm  lads,  devoting  his 
attention  to  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom 
and  to  the  work  of  the  home  farm.  He 
thus  early  became  familiar  with  the  best 
methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for 
the' crops  and  the  stock  and  after  he  had 
arrived  at  years  of  maturity  he  resolved 
to  make  the  occupation  to  which  he  had 
been  reared  his  life  work.  Accordingly 
in  1869  he  bought  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty acres  of  land  in  Canaan  townshij).  This 
was    comprised    of  two  tracts,    one    of 
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eighty  acres  on  section  12,  and  another  of 
forty  acres  on  the  same  section.  The 
tracts  did  not  join,  however,  and  he  after- 
ward sold  forty  acres  and  invested  in  an- 
other eighty-acre  tract  adjoining  the  orig- 
inal purchase,  so  that  he  had  an  entire 
c[uarter  section.  There  w-ere  no  improve- 
ments upon  the  place  when  it  came  into 
his  possession  and  with  characteristic  en- 
ergy he  began  the  work  of  reclaiming 
the  wild  land  for  the  uses  of  civilization. 
His  son,  George  A.  Shopbell,  now  owns 
forty  acres  of  the  farm  and  operates  the 
entire  amount.  Mr.  Shopbell  of  this  re- 
view has  planted  trees  and  he  put  in  the 
first  plow  and  broke  the  first  ground  on 
his  present  farm.  It  is  now  one  of  the 
best  improved  properties  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, the  fields  being  richly  cultivated, 
while  good  buildings  have  been  erected 
and  modern  improvements  made. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1870,  Mr. 
Shopbell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emeline  Imbrie  Anderson,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Anges  (Mercer)  Ander- 
son. She  was  born  in  Beaver  county, 
Pennsylvania,  June  5,  1837,  and  came  to 
Henry  county  in  the  fall  of  1869,  the 
family  home  being  established  in  Scott 
township,  near  Winfield.  Four  children 
grace  this  marriage :  George,  who  wedded 
Clara  L.  Swertzfelger  and  resides  upon 
the  home  farm ;  Nellie,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Nellie  Agnes,  the  wife  of  Delbert 
G.  Gabbert,  residing  with  her  parents; 
and  Josephine  Melissa,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 4,  1900. 

Mr.  Shopbell  always  followed  farming 
until  he  retired  from  active  business  life, 
taking  up  his  abode  in  New  London  on 
the  I  St  of  January,  1885.     He  afterward 


went  to  Kansas  and  homesteaded  a  tract 
of  land,  living  there  for  three  years  when, 
on  account  of  the  health  of  one  of  his 
children,  he  returned  to  New  London  in 
1888  and  has  since  lived  on  the  Lowell 
road.  He  now  enjoys  a  well  earned  rest 
for  in  former  years  he  was  \'ery  ener- 
getic and  active  in  his  farm  work  and  ac- 
quired a  good  capital,  wdiich,  together 
with  the  income  from  his  farm,  enables 
him  to  enjoy  his  remaining  days  without 
further  recourse  to  farm  work. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Shop- 
bell manifested  his  loyalty  to  his  govern- 
ment by  enlisting  on  the  4th  of  October. 
1861,  in  New  London,  as  a  member  of 
Company  D,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry.  The 
company  w^as  mustered  in  November  25, 
1 86 1,  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  the  regi- 
ment was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  and  attached  to  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  under  General 
Sherman.  However,  the  Fourth  Iowa 
did  duty  much  of  the  time  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river  and  with  his  command  Mr. 
Shopbell  participated  in  the  siege  of 
\'icksburg.  the  battles  of  Tupelo  and 
Guntown,  Mine  Creek  and  other  imper- 
tant  engagements.  At  INIine  Creek  his 
command  captured  more  than  his  own 
force  numbered.  Mr.  Shopbell  served 
for  three  years  and  two  months  and  was 
honorably  discharged  on  the  12th  of  De- 
cember, 1864.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  Kan- 
sas in  1887,  and  transferred  his  member- 
ship to  New  London,  Iowa,  where  he  has 
been  several  times  commander  of  the  post 
besides  holding  other  ofiices.  On  one  oc- 
casion he  was,  captured  from  his  picket 
post  and  taken  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
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where  he  was  put  in  a  prison  pen  but  after 
twenty-six  days  was  paroled.  He  has  al- 
ways been  loyal  in  citizenship  whether  in 
days  of  peace  or  times  of  war  and  his  de- 
votion to  the  general  welfare  has  been 
manifested  in  tangible  effort  for  the  pub- 
lic good.  In  politics  he  is  an  earnest  re- 
publican, while  his  father  was  a  Jack- 
sonian  democrat.  Mr.  Shopbell  was  called 
to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  Ca- 
naan township  and  for  fourteen  years 
served  in  that  capacity,  his  decisions  be- 
ing strictly  fair  and  impartial,  so  that  his 
course  won  him  high  commendation.  He 
is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  church,  in  which  he  has  held 
all  of  the  offices.  His  life  has  ever  been 
in  keeping  with  his  professions  and  his 
earnest  Christian  spirit  has  ever  been 
manifest  in  his  conduct  toward  his  fel- 
low men  as  day  after  day  he  has  met  tliem 
in  business  and  social  relations. 


EXOS  GHEEX. 


Among  the  oldest  residents  of  Mount 
Pleasant  Enos  Gheen  is  numbered,  having 
for  a  long  period  been  identified  with  the 
business  and  public  interests  of  Henry 
county.  He  is  now  conducting  lumber 
and  fuel  yards  with  a  trade  diat  is  indica- 
tive of  his  straightforward  methods,  his 
earnest  desire  to  please  his  patrons  and  his 
conformity  to  a  high  standard  of  com- 
mercial ethics.  His  natal  day  was  Decem- 
ber 4,  1844,  and  his  birth  occurred  near 
the  famous  old  Brandvwine  battle-ground 


near  Westchester,  Chester  county.  Penn- 
sylvania. His  parents  were  Enos  and  Ann 
(  Seeds)  Gheen.  and  his  grandfather  was 
John  Gheen,  also  a  native  of  Chester 
count}',  in  which  district  the  great-grand- 
father had  settled  on  emigrating  from 
Scotland  to  .\merica  about  the  time  f)f  the 
Revoluticnar}/  war  in  Scotland,  the  name 
being  spelled  Gohegan,  but  was  changed 
prior  to  coming  to  America.  John  Gheen 
was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith  and  at  the 
old  home  in  Chester  county  Enos  Gheen 
was  born  and  reared.  He  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  and  while 
still  a  resident  of  the  Keystone  state  was 
married  to  Aliss  Ann  Seeds,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  that  locality,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Emmor  C.  Seeds,  who  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  lineage.  Thinking  to  en- 
joy better  business  opportunities  in  the 
west,  ^Ir.  Gheen  came  to  Henry  county. 
Iowa,  on  the  29th  of  March,  1863.  He 
had  previously  purchased  a  farm  in  Ma- 
rion township  about  four  and  a  half  miles 
north  of  Mount  Pleasant,  becoming  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land.  With  characteristic 
energv  he  began  its  further  (levelo]-)nient 
and  cultivation  and  made  his  home  therec^n 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  December 
16,  187 1.  His  wife,  long  surviving  him, 
passed  away  on  Thanksgiving  day.  of 
1903.  Pioth  held  membership  in  the  Birm- 
ingham h>iends  Meeting  in  Pennsylvania. 
of  which  Mr.  Gheen  was  a  tru.'^tee.  In 
his  earlier  life  he  attended  meeting  held  in 
the  old  building  used  as  a  hospital  after 
the  battle  Brandywine.  His  grandfather. 
EHas  Hicks,  was  the  fmnder  of  the  Hick- 
site  In-anch  of  Quakers. 

Enos  Gheen  piu'sued  his  early  education 
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in  Isaac  Martin's  Academy,  at  Malbor- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  and  after  the  removal 
of  the  family  to  Iowa  became  a  student  in 
Howe's  Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant,  thus 
acquiring  more  than  an  ordinary  educa- 
tion. In  1865  he  began  teaching,  follow- 
ing the  profession  for  two  years  in  the 
winter  seasons,  while  in  the  summer 
months  he  worked  upon  the  farm.  He 
then  concentrated  all  of  his  time  and  ef- 
forts upon  agTicultural  pursuits,  taking 
charge  of  his  father's  farm  and  carrying 
on  the  place  after  the  latter's  death.  Sub- 
sequently he  purchased  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead  but  the  mother  retained  pos- 
session of  the  original  eighty-acre  tract 
upon  which  the  residence  was  built.  To 
his  place  Mr.  Gheen  added  from  time  to 
time  as  opportunity  afforded  until  he 
owned  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  the  old  home  place  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Trenton 
township.  He  gave  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  to  the  raising  of  high 
bred  stock,  both  branches  of  his  business 
proving  profitable.  Active  and  energetic 
in  the  care  of  the  fields  he  annually  har- 
vested good  crops  as  a  reward  for  the 
labor  which  he  bestowed  upon  his  fields 
and  was  accounted  one  of  the  representa- 
tive agriculturists  of  the  community. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1874,  Mr. 
Gheen  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  P)ee- 
son,  of  Marion  township,  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Lydia 
Beeson,  w^ho  were  farming  people  and 
came  to  this  state  from  Ohio.  They,  too, 
were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
or  Quakers.  The  Beesons  lived  at  one 
time  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  on  the  paternal 
side  came  originally  from  North  Carolina, 


while  on  the  maternal  side  they  were  con- 
nected with  the  Pickering  family  who 
were  a  well  known  old  Virginia  family, 
Mr.  Gheen  took  his  bride  to  the  home  farm 
and  thereon  retained  his  residence  until 
1899,  when  he  came  to  Mount  Pleasant 
and  established  a  lumber  and  fuel  busi- 
ness on  North  Main  street  on  the  tracks 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  Company.  Here  he  occupies  a 
wdiole  block,  conducting  a  large  business 
as  a  dealer  in  wood  and  hard  and  soft 
coal.  He  has  three  teams  employed  in 
delivering  and  he  is  also  conducting  an 
extensive  lumber  business,  having  a  large 
planing  mill  and  sawmill  at  the  yards  and 
also  another  sawmill  in  Trenton  town- 
ship, eight  miles  to  the  northwest.  In 
connection  with  this  plant  he  has  an  out- 
fit for  and  does  well  boring  and  drilling, 
also  selling  and  putting  up  windmills.  The 
business  is  now  conducted  by  Mr.  Gheen 
and  his  sons  under  the  firm  style  of  the 
Gheen  Fuel  Company.  They  purchased 
the  plant  of  die  Mount  Pleasant  Manu- 
facturing Company  and  now  have  the 
leading  lumber  yard  of  the  city,  with  rail- 
road tracks  on  each  side,  thus  affording 
excellent  shipping  facilities. 

J\lr.  and  Mrs.  Gheen  have  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Anna  is  the  wife  of 
Orb  Carnahan,  a  farmer  of  Trenton 
township,  by  whom  she  has  two  children, 
Mabel  and  Grace.  Fred,  who  is  associ- 
ated with  his  father  in  business,  married 
Grace  Byrum,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  John 
is  also  engaged  in  business  with  his  father. 
Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  George  Grace,  a 
farmer  residing  in  Marion  township,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Edgar,  Myrta 
and  LeRoy.  Benton  Hall  Gheen  completes 
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the  family.  The  family  residence  is  a 
fine  home  on  South  Alain  street  sur- 
rounded by  six  acres  of  ground  beautifully 
kept.  Mr.  Gheen  is  a  member  of  Mount 
Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  in  earh'  life  was 
connected  with  the  Xenium  lodge  of 
which  he  was  secretary-.  His  life  has  been 
characterized  by  close  and  unremitting  dili- 
gence and  an  expediency  in  mastering 
conditions  and  overcoming  difficulties. 
There  have  been  no  sensational  chapters 
in  his  life  history  but  with  a  thorough  un- 
derstanding that  "there  is  .no  excellence 
without  labor"  he  has  so  directed  his  ef- 
forts that  year  by  year  has  added  to  his 
capital  and  proven  the  force  of  his  sa- 
lient characteristics  as  concjuering  factors 
in  the  struggle  that  is  continually  being- 
waged  in  the  business  world.  Investiga- 
tion into  the  methods  that  he  has  followed 
shows  that  he  has  ever  been  honorable 
and  straightforward  in  his  dealings  with, 
his  fellow  men  and  therefore  accorded  the 
respect  and  uniform  confidence  of  the  en- 
tire community. 

While  not  an  aspirant  to  office  he  has 
been  an  efficient  worker  in  the  ranks  of 
the  democratic  party,  and  has  been  for 
years  a  member  of  the  democratic  town- 
ship committee  from  1866  until  leaving 
the  township,  and  also  attending  different 
conventions  up  to  the  state,  a  period  cov- 
ering twenty-five  years.  In  April,  1888, 
Mr.  Gheen  was  appointed  by  President 
Cleveland  for  the  Sacs  and  Fox  Indians, 
whose  reservation  is  in  Lamar  county, 
making  his  headquarters  at  Lama,  al- 
though retaining  his  residence  in  Marion 
township.  He  had  the  distribution  of 
over  fiftv-one  thousand  dollars,  which  they 


preferred  in  silver  dollars.  He  held  the 
office  nearly  four  years,  until  a  succes- 
sor was  appointed  by  President  McKinley. 
Although  paying  out  so  much,  he  had  no 
serious  trouljle  with  the  Indians,  and  was 
congratulated  by  republicans  and  the  de- 
partment at  Washington  for  the  accuracy 
of  his  accounts. 


JESSE  MATHEWS. 

Jesse  Mathews  is  the  owner  of  a  splen- 
didly improved  farm  in  Canaan  township, 
his  place  forming  one  of  the  most  attract- 
ive features  in  the  landscape,  by  reason 
of  the  richly  cultivated  fields  and  the  ex- 
cellent and  substantial  jDuildings  upon  the 
farm.  His  residence  is  a  large  dwelling 
of  eleven  rooms,  built  in  modeni  style  of 
architecture,  and  all  of  the  other  build- 
ings are  in  keeping  with  this  fine  home. 
Mr.  Mathews  is  a  representative  of  one 
of  the  old  Xew  England  families  that  was 
established  in  Connecticut  in  colonial  days. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  Jesse  Math- 
ews, who  was  born  in  the  Charter  Oak 
state,  and  who  removed  to  Xew  York, 
settling  in  Wayne  county.  Herman 
Mathews,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  ^^'^ayne  county,  and.  having  arrived  at 
vears  of  maturity,  was  married  to  Ann 
Lester,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
there  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  upon  the  home  farm  oc- 
curred the  birth  of  Jesse  Mathews,  on  the 
23d  of  January.  1831.  Two  years  later 
the  parents  came  with  their  family  to  the 
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middle  west,  settling  in  Michigan,  and 
after  a  short  time  went  to  Indiana,  where 
they  lived  for  two  years.  They  next  took 
up  their  abode  in  Hancock  county,  Illi- 
nois, and  two  years  later  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  in  Lee  county,  where  the  father 
piu'chased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which 
he  developed  and  improved  for  four  years. 
He  then  sold  that  property  and  moved  to 
Lowell,  Henry  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
erected  the  first  house  built  in  the  town, 
and  there  he  lived  for  about  five  years, 
working  at  his  trade  of  a  millwright,  put- 
ting up  the  mills  now  run  by  Sampson 
Lewis,  and  then  removed  to  Danville 
township,  Des  Moines  county,  where  he 
again  purchased  land,  making  his  home 
thereon  for  twenty  years,  or  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  Throughout  his  entire 
life  he  devoted  his  energies  to  general  ag- 
ricultural pursuitsir  and  was  thus  engaged 
until  his  labors  were  ended  in  death  in  the 
year  1881.  He  had  long  survived  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  in  i860.  In  their 
family  were  eleven  children,  nine  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

Jesse  Mathews  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  in  the  father's  family,  and  was 
only  two  years  old  when  taken  by  his  par- 
ents to  Michigan.  He  lived  successively 
in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Iowa,  his  home 
being  in  the  pioneer  districts,  where  the 
family  aided  in  subduing  the  wilderness 
and  planting  the  seeds  of  civilization.  His 
youth,  therefore,  was  passed  amid  pioneer 
environments  and  surroundings,  and  his 
education  was  obtained  in  one  of  the  typ- 
ical old-time  log  school  houses.  In  one 
end  of  the  room  was  a  large  fireplace,  and 
the  benches,  having  no  backs,  were  made 
of  hewed  logs  resting-  upon  wooden  pins. 


The  desk,  t()o,  on  which  the  older  schol- 
ars wrote  their  exercises,  was  formed  by 
placing  a  slab  upon  wooden  pins  driven 
into  the  wall.  The  methods  of  teaching 
were  almost  as  primitive  as  the  furnish- 
ings, instruction  being  given  in  little  else 
than  the  "three  R's."  Mr.  Mathews 
vv'orked  at  farm  labor  when  not  occupied 
with  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom,  and 
continued  at  home  with  his  father  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  when,  desirous 
of  having  a  farm  of  his  own,  he  purchased 
seventy-one  acres  of  land  in  Danville 
township,  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa.  This 
was  fenced  and  partially  under  cultivation, 
and  he  at  once  took  up  the  work  of  fur- 
ther development  and  improvement.  He 
bought  a  house,  which  he  moved  to  his 
place,  and  otherwise  improved  the  farm, 
tilling  the  fields  for  nine  years,  after  which 
he  sold  the  property  and  invested  in  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  of 
which  twenty  acres  was  timber  land  in 
Xew  London  township,  Henry  county, 
while  the  remainder  was  situated  in 
Canaan  township,  one.  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  acres  being  on  section  21, 
and  the  remainder  on  section  22. 
It  had  all  been  burned  over  in  a 
prairie  fire,  and  Mr.  Mathews  fenced  the 
property  and  placed  eighty  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  built  a  granary  the  fol- 
lowing year  and  lived  in  an  old  house 
called  the  Steamboat  house,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  occupy  until  his  success  justified 
his  erection  of  a  fine  two-story  residence 
of  eleven  rooms  and  three  large  halls. 
This  was  built  in  1882,  *and  is  the  most 
commodious  house  in  the  township.  It 
is  attractively  and  comfortably  furnished 
and   stands  in   the  midst  of  a   well  kept 
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lawn.  He  has  likewise  built  a  bam,  thir- 
ty-two by  sixty-two  feet,  with  twenty  foot 
posts,  and  this  furnishes  ample  shelter  for 
his  horses  and  his  hay. 

On  the  29th  of  April.  1856,  Mr.  Math- 
ews was  united  in  marriage  to'  iVIiss  Caro- 
line Patterson,  who  was  born  in  Indiana, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Louisa 
(Foster)  Patterson.  Seven  children  bless 
this  union:  Adolphus.  a  farmer,  residing 
upon  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  his  father's 
place ;  Emerson,  a  resident  agriculturist 
of  Canaan  township;  Aldred,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  at  Mount 
Union  ;  Ella,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Lynch, 
who  resides  in  Marion  township :  Fay. 
who  married  Frank  Crocker,  and  lives  in 
Canaan  township ;  and  Effa.  the  wife  of 
John  Chandler,  who  resides  upon  her 
father's  farm,  and  Wilfred,  who  died  at 
six  months  of  ag-e.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  December  31,  1877. 

Mr.  Mathews  has  led  a  very  busy,  use- 
ful and  active  life.  Li  his  younger  years 
he  worked  on  plank  roads,  in  sawmills 
and  in  grading  railroads,  thus  performing 
much  arduous  toil.  He  was  engaged  in 
this  way  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
when  he  began  giving  undivided  attention 
to  general  farming,  and  in  addition  to 
tilling  the  soil  he  has  successfully  raised 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  his  sales  of  stock 
adding  materially  to  his  annual  income. 
In  1892,  however,  he  suffered  from  an 
accident,  his  left  ankle  being  crushed 
by  cattle  running  over  him.  Since 
then  he  has  been  unable  to  do  heavy 
work,  but  still  superintends  his  farm- 
ing operations,  and  in  all  of  his  work 
he  is  practical,  his  methods  result- 
ing successfully  in  the  acciuirement  of  a 


competence.  Mr.  Alathews  has  long  been 
an  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  repub- 
lican party,  to  which  he  gave  his  first 
presidential  vote.  He  has  been  school 
treasurer  and  road  supen-isor,  and  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  general  interest  are  sure 
to  receive  his  hearty  endorsement  and  co- 
operation. He  has  now  passed  the  sev- 
enty-fifth milestone  on  life's  journey,  and 
he  well  deserves  a  rest  from  active  work 
because  his  life  has  been  one  of  unremit- 
ting diligence  and  of  unblemished  integ- 
ritv  in  trade  transactions. 


HON.  THOMAS  F.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  Thomas  F.  Campbell,  president 
of  the  Henry  County  Farmers'  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  and  a  prominent  re- 
tired farmer  living  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant, 
was  born  near  Shelbyville.  in  Shelby 
county,  Indiana,  on  the  9th  of  August. 
1844,  his  parents  being-  Hugh  and  Cheney 
(Ray)  Campbell.  The  father  was  born 
near  Knoxville.  Tennessee.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  one  of  five  brothers 
who  came  from  Scotland  to  this  country 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war  and  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  struggle  for  independ- 
ence. He  was  with  the  Southern  Army 
and  he  participated  in  addition  to  the 
engagements  of  that  war  in  the  battle 
of  Horse  Shoe  Bend  with  the  Indians. 
After  the  close  of  hostilities  he  located 
near  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  where  he  ci">n- 
ducted  a  large  plantation,  being  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  pn^minent  men  of  his 


96 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


day.  There  he  spent  his  active  hfe,  but 
shortly  before  his  death  came  to  the  north 
and  made  his  home  with  his  son. 

Hugh  Campbell,  born  in  Tennessee,  in 
1 80 1,  was  reared  to  manhood  there  and 
when  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years 
removed  to  Shelby  county,  Indiana, 
W'here  he  settled  upon  a  tract  of  raw^  land 
With  characteristic  energy  he  began  its 
cultivation  and  in  the  course  of  years 
developed  it  into  a  good  property.  In 
that  county  he  married  Miss  Cheney  Ray, 
who  w^as  born  near  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  and  went  with  her  father's  fam- 
ily to  Indiana.  The  home  property  of 
Mr.  Campbell  embraced  four  hundred 
acres  of  rich  and  cultivable  land.  In  the 
development  of  this  place  he  endured  the 
usual  hardships  and  trials  incident  to  pio- 
neer life.  Their  home  on  the  frontier 
w'as  far  separated  from  the  contingen- 
cies of  the  older  east,  for  around  them 
lay  an  uncut  forest.  From  his  own  door- 
w^^ay  Mr.  Campbell  shot  deer  and  wild 
turkeys.  The  farm  implements  were  of 
a  ver}'-  primitive  character  compared  to 
the  improved  agricultural  machinery  of 
the  present  day,  and  it  required  much  ar- 
duous labor  to  bring  the  fields  under  cul- 
tivation. In  public  affairs  Mr.  Campbell 
W'as  prominent  and  influential  and  was 
called  to  various  county  offices.  Again 
he  cast  in  his  lot  with  pioneer  settlers, 
w'hen,  in  the  spring  of  185 1,  he  came  to 
Henry  county,  low- a,  and  purchased 
twenty-five  hundred  acres  of  land  from 
Samuel  Wells.  This  was  all  wild  and 
unimproved,  save  for  a  tract  of  about 
eighty  acres.  He  divided  this  land  among 
his  children,  who  improved  their  respec- 
tive portions  and  the  father  also  devel- 


oped a  good  home  for  himself.  In  the 
early  days  he  espoused  the  cause  of  abo- 
lition and  when  the  Republican  party  was 
formed  to  prevent  the  extension  of  slav- 
ery he  joined  its  ranks.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  his  death  occurred 
in  September,  1870,  while  her  death  oc- 
curred x\pril  27,  1883.  They  had  eight 
children  who  reached  adult  age,  w'hile 
four  died  in  childhood:  James  H.,  now 
of  Nebraska ;  Mrs.  Maria  Leach ;  Mrs. 
Martha  J.  Lafferty ;  Robert,  who  died  in 
1900;  Susan,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Keith; 
Mrs.  Emily  Payne,  Thomas  F.,  and  Mrs. 
I.  J.  Holt.' 

Thomas  F.  Campbell  was  a  lad  of 
about  seven  summers  when  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  in  the  common 
schools  near  Wayland  he  acquired  his 
early  education,  which  was  supplemented 
by  study  in  Howe's  Academy.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  as  a  defender  of  the  Union 
cause,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
K,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry.  The  regiment 
was  engaged  in  active  duty  in  Missouri, 
Arkansas,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Louisi- 
ana, Georgia  and  Alabama,  completing 
its  services  at  Atlanta.  Mr.  Campbell  was 
on  active  duty  throughout  that  entire 
time  and  was  never  home  on  a  furlough. 
He  w-as  too  }'oung  to  be  promoted,  but 
proved  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier  and  re- 
turned home  with  a  most  creditable  mili- 
tary record. 

On  again  reaching  Iowa,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell resumed  the  occupation  of  farming, 
to  which  he  had  been  reared,  early  be- 
coming familiar  with  the  work  of  the 
field  and  meadow.  His  father  had  given 
him  land  six  miles  north  of  Mount  Pleas- 
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ant,  which  he  improved,  residing  thereon 
from  1867  until  1892,  and  during  that 
time  bringing  his  farm  up  to  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  added  to  the  original 
tract  until  he  owned  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  which  was  splendidly 
developed.  He  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  stock-raising  and 
for  a  number  of  years  dealt  in  high  bred 
Norman  horses,  continuing'  in  this  busi- 
ness until  the  spring  of  1905.  In  1892, 
how'ever,  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  !Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  now  has  an 
attractive  home.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Henry  County  Farmers' 
Mutual  Insurance  Company,  has  been  a 
director  and  vice  president  and  is  now  the 
chief  executive  officer.  His  official  serv- 
ice with  the  company  covers  fifteen  years 
and  he  has  been  president  since  1902. 
This  company  has  had  a  successful  career 
from  the  beginning  and  its  risks  now  rep- 
resent about  three  million  dollars. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1868,  Mr. 
Campbell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hattie  E.  Button,  a  daughter  of  W'illaud 
Button,  and  they  have  six  children : 
Hugh,  who  is  now  a  merchant  of  Mount 
Pleasant;  Ada,  the  wife  of  C.  Carnahan, 
a  resident  farmer  of  Henry  county ;  Susie, 
the  wife  of  \A\  E.  Young,  also  a  farmer; 
Alice,  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Mount 
Pleasant;  Carrie,  who  is  teaching  in  New 
London,  and  Bessie,  wdio  is  now  a  stu- 
dent of  the  Iowa  State  University.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  Miss  Button  was  edu- 
cated at  Bunkirk,  also  Howe's  Academy, 
]\Iount  Pleasant,  and  was  at  home  until 
her  marriage.  Hattie  E.  Button  was 
born  near  Bunkirk,  New  York,  a  daugh- 


ter of  \\'illard  and  Anna  M.  ( Jenks) 
Button.  The  Buttons  were  of  New  Eng- 
land ancestry ;  the  father  was  born  near 
Norfolk,  Connecticut,  and  the  mother  at 
Amenia  Union,  New  York.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  they  moved  to  near  Bun- 
kirk, wdiere  he  was  a  farmer  and  came 
to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of 
1864,  and  owned  a  farm  seven  miles  north 
of  Mount  Pleasant.  This  he  improved. 
He  later  moved  to  Page  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  died  February  29,  1904,  and 
the  mother  died  about  1877.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  party  until  1876,  since  which 
time  he  has  voted  for  the  democracy.  He 
has  been  active  in  support  of  the  cause 
of  education  and  his  services  in  this  par- 
ticular have  been  effective  and  far-reach- 
ing. In  1899  he  was  elected  to  represent 
Henry  count}'  in  the  twenty-eighth  gen- 
eral assembly,  and  on  the  minority  side 
he  served  on  the  committees  of  the  agri- 
culture, insane  hospitals  and  others.  His 
well  directed  business  eft'orts  have  re- 
sulted successfully  and  he  is  today  classed 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the 
county  in  which  almost  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed. 


EBWARB  EZEKIEL  WHITE. 

Edward  Ezekiel  WHiite,  a  representa- 
tive of  a  pioneer  family  of  Henry  county, 
is  prominently  identified  with  business  in- 
terests in  Tippecanoe  township,  where  he 
is  now^  engaged  in  the  raising  and  feeding 
of  stock  and  in  the  dairy  business  and  he 
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also  operates  a  stone  quarry  which  is 
proving  a  profitable  source  of  income.  He 
was  born  April  24,  1849,  i-^pon  the  farm 
which  is  still  his  home.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Morgan  White,  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania  and  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine French,  who  Avas  also  born  in  the 
Keystone  state.  Tlieir  son.  Nathaniel  F. 
White,  was  born  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  when  nine  years  of  age  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Illinois, 
the  family  home  being"  established  in 
Brown  county,  that  state,  in  1820.  There 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  amid  the  wild 
scenes  and  environments  of  pioneer  resi- 
dence and  he  assisted  in  the  arduous  task 
of  establishing  a  new  home  upon  the  fron- 
tier. He  was  married  in  Brown  county  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Rose,  who  was  bom  in 
Fleming  county,  Kentucky,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Catherine 
(Stites)  Rose,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  NcAv  Jersey.  She  had  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  Brown  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1828.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nathaniel  F.  White  lived  upon 
a  farm  in  that  county  until  1836,  when 
they  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Burlington, 
where  they  resided  until  1839,  and  then 
removed  to  Mount  Pleasant.  After  a  year 
Mr.  White  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  12,  Tippecanoe  township.  It 
was  a  tract  of  wild  timber  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  green  forest  he  built  a  log 
cabin  of  one  room.  Having  thus  provided 
shelter  for  his  family,  he  at  once  began  to 
clear  the  land  and  placed  fifty  acres  under 
the  plow.  He  also  worked  at  his  trade  of 
cabinet-making,  which  he  had  followed 
ing  his  residence  in  Burlington  and  also 
in  Mount  Pleasant.     His  brother.  Samuel 


S.  White,  built  the  first  log-  cabin  in  Flint 
Hills,  now  Burlington.  In  company  with 
his  father  and  brother  Nathaniel  F.  W'hite 
explored  the  Iowa  purchase  as  early  as 
1835,  and  there  often  saw  the  noted  Sac 
warrior  chief.  Black  Hawk.  They  staked 
out  claims  for  homesteads  on  Des  Moines 
river  in  what  is  now  Van  Buren  county, 
Iowa,  but  becoming  convinced  that  civil- 
ization would  never  permanently  extend 
so  far  westward,  they  entirely  abandoned 
their  claims.  Nathaniel  White  was  closely 
associated  with  the  agricultural  and  in- 
dustrial development  of  this  part  of  the 
state  and  is  numbered  among  the  valued 
and  worthy  pioneer  citizens  who  aided  in 
laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  for 
the  present  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
county.  He  died  June  17,  1883,  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and 
his  wife  survived  until  January  28,  1897. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children : 
Emeline,  the  wdfe  of  Samuel  Summers; 
Rachel,  who  married  Marcus  K.  Smith 
and  resides  in  Jefferson  county ;  John  N. ; 
and  Edward  E.  The  surviving  members 
of  the  family  are  Rachel  and  Edward  E., 
who  is  the  youngest. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject  we  present  to  our  readers  one  who 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Tippe- 
canoe towmship  and  the  central  portion  of 
Henry  county.  His  early  education,  ac- 
quired in  the  district  schools,  was  supple- 
mented by  a  course  of  study  in  Howe's 
Academy  in  Mount  Pleasant.  He  Avas 
reared  to  farm  labor  and  at  his  father's 
death  he  purchased  his  sister's  interest  in 
the  old  homestead,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  a  tract  of  thirty  acres  so  that  the 
farm  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  ten 
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acres  of  good  land.  The  soil  is  rich  and 
productive  and  he  carried  on  general 
farming-  until  1900,  since  which  time  he 
has  rented  his  farm  land,  while  he 
new  gives  his  attention  to  the  rais- 
ing and  feeding  of  stock.  He  also 
keeps  a  dairy  and  manufactures  but- 
ter, and  this  branch  of  his  business  is 
a  profitable  one.  He  also  has  one  of  the 
best  stone  quarries  in  the  state,  from 
which  he  quarries  magnesia  limestone.  He 
furnishes  building  stone  for  the  construc- 
tion of  various  buildings  in  this  vicinity. 
In  1873  he  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  of 
ninety  acres  in  Trenton  township,  which 
he  sold  in  1874. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1877,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  White  and  Miss  Dora 
A.  Bell,  who  was  born  in  Henry  county 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  Davage  and 
Rachel  (McBride)  Bell.  They  had  two 
children  but  one  died  in  infancy.  The 
surviving  daughter  is  Florence  Effie,  who 
was  born  June  13,  1881,  and  is  now  acting 
as  her  father's  housekeeper,  for  Mrs. 
White  was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the 
15th  of  September,  1883,  her  remains 
being  interred  in  Tippecanoe  township. 

Mr.  White's  life  has  been  one  of  con- 
tinuous activity,  in  which  he  has  not  been 
denied  the  satisfactory  reward  of  earnest 
and  persistent  labor.  As  the  years  have 
gone  by  he  has  extended  the  field  of  his 
operations  and  is  today  well  known  as  a 
representative  of  stock-raising,  dairying 
and  quarrying  interests  in  his  native 
county.  He  is  practical  in  his  business 
views  and  methods  and  his  industry  is 
supplemented  by  keen  business  discrimi- 
nation and  unfaltering  enterprise.  Public 
opinion    is    not    divided    concerning    his 


worth  as  a  citizen  and  business  man  and 
many  warm  friends  entertain  for  him 
genuine  regard  and  confidence. 

Mr.  White  was  for  many  years  a  demo- 
crat but  of  late  years  has  been  independ- 
ent. For  fifteen  years  he  was  road  super- 
visor, and  also  has  held  dififerent  school 
offices.  In  religious  matters  he  is  liberal 
in  his  belief  not  being  especially  connected 
with  any  creed. 


DANIEL  WEBSTER  EVAXS. 

Daniel  Webster  Evans,  owning  a  farm 
on  section  4,  Trenton  townshij),  but  re- 
siding in  the  village  of  Trenton,  was  born 
in  this  township,  September  6,  1859,  and 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  prominent 
pioneer  families.  His  parents  were  Evan 
and  Ann  (Williams)  Evans,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Wales  and  the  latter  was 
a  daughter  of  Hopkins  and  Annie  Wil- 
liams. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evan  Evans  became 
early  residents  of  Jefferson  township, 
Henry  county,  driving  across  the  coun- 
try with  ox  teams  from  New  York  in 
1836.  It  was  a  long,  slow,  and  tedious 
journey  and  at  night  they  camped  out 
along  the  roadside  and  in  the  day  time 
covered  a  few  miles.  At  length,  how- 
ever, they  reached  their  destination  and 
Mr.  Evans  purchased  land,  becoming  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  in  Jefferson  township,  of  which  for- 
ty-five acres  was  timber  land,  while  the  re- 
maintler  was  prairie.  The  entire  tract 
was  unimproved,  but  he  began  its  cultiva- 
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tion  and  development.  He  was  a  great 
trader  and  owned  considerable  land  in  Jef- 
ferson township  which  he  afterward  traded 
for  eighty  acres  in  Ringgold  county, 
Iowa,  that  he  subsequently  sold.  He  re- 
moved from  his  farm  to  Wayland  in  1894, 
and  there  died  in  1896.  His  wife  still  sur- 
vives him  and  yet  makes  her  home  in 
Wayland.  In  their  family  were  four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  of  whom  two  sons 
and  three  daughters  are  yet  living. 

Daniel  W.  Evans,  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth,  resided  with  his  parents  until  sev- 
enteen years  of  age,  after  which  he  went  to 
live  with  his  sister,  ]Mrs.  S.  J.  Tilger, 
about  three-fourts  of  a  mile  east  of 
Trenton.  He  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  on  starting  out 
in  life  on  his  own  account  he  began  the 
operation  of  the  old  home  farm,  which  he 
cultivated  for  a  year.  He  then  married 
Miss  Ella  Cook,  who  was  born  in  Tren- 
ton township  and  had  been  a  student  in  the 
public  schools.  Her  parents  were  James 
and  Maria  (\\'ateman)  Cook,  natives  of 
Ohio,  who  came  to  this  county  about 
1850.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  was 
born  one  son,  Harr}*  Glenn,  who  was  born 
September  5,  1887,  and  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  in  Howe's 
Academ}',  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  in  the 
Wayland  high  school,  which  he  attended 
for  eighteen  months.  He  then  became  ill 
with  scarlet  fever  which  developed  into 
brain  fever  and  he  lived  for  only  forty- 
seven  hours  after  being  taken  ill,  pass- 
ing away  December  i,  1904,  his  remains 
being  interred  in  Green  Mound  cemetery, 
at  Trenton.  His  death  came  as  an  almost 
unbearable  blow  to  his  devoted  parents. 

It  was  on  the  i8th  of  February,  1882, 


that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  were  married 
and  they  immediately  aftenvard  began 
housekeeping  on  a  tract  of  land  of  forty 
acres  west  of  Trenton,  which  Mr.  Evans 
had  previously  purchased.  It  was  prairie 
land  and  was  all  well  improved.  For  six- 
teen years  he  made  his  home  thereon,  and 
then  sold  that  property  and  bought  eighty 
acres  adjoining  his  old  home  place,  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  section  4,  Trenton 
township.  Here  he  built  a  new  barn 
twenty  by  thirty-two  feet  with  a  shed  for 
the  horses,  twelve  by  thirty-two  feet.  It 
is  the  largest  barn  in  the  community  and 
is  a  monument  to  the  progressive  spirit 
and  practical  methods  of  the  owner.  He 
has  also  improved  his  house,  has  put  up 
a  windmill  and  corn  crib  and  now  has  a 
valuable  farm  equipped  with  all  modern 
conveniences.  He  uses  the  latest  improved 
machineiT  in  the  care  of  his  fields  and  ev- 
erything about  his  place  is  neat  and 
thrifty  in  appearance,  indicating  his  care- 
ful supervision.  He  has  always  engaged 
in  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  each  year  har- 
vests good  crops.  He  also  raises  cattle 
and  Chester  White  hogs,  having  about 
forty  head  of  the  latter.  He  lived  upon 
his  farm  until  the  death  of  his  son,  when 
his  wife's  health,  through  her  sorrow,  be- 
came so  impaired  that  they  removed  from 
the  farm  to  Trenton,  where  they  have  re- 
sided since  the  ist  of  October,  1905.  Their 
only  son  was  a  young  man  of  lovable  dis- 
position, often  acting  as  peacemaker 
among  his  school  associates  and  his  kindly 
nature  and  genial  temperament  won  him 
the  love  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
To  his  parents  he  displayed  most  filial 
attachment  and  his  death  came  as  a  crush- 
ins:  blow  to  them.     Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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E\'ans  are  members  of  the  Church  of  God 
and  in  his  poHtical  affihation  he  is  a  repub- 
hcan.  For  six  years  he  served  as  school 
director,  but  othenvise  has  held  no  pub- 
lic office,  giving  his  time  and  attention  to 
his  business  affairs.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  held  in  high  esteem  and  have  a  very 
large  circle  of  warm  friends  in  their 
communitv. 


NICHOLAS  RICH. 

Nicholas  Rich  is  the  owner  of  a  valu- 
able farm  property  in  Henry  county,  his 
home  being  in  Jefferson  township,  where 
he  has  altogether  seven  hundred  and  for- 
ty-seven and  one-half  acres  of  valuable 
land,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  arable. 
He  is  a  native  of  Canada,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Ontario,  on  the  i6th  of  March, 
1844.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Bar- 
bara ( Schlatter)  Rich,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Alsacp.  France,  in  wlikh  coun- 
tiy  they  were  reared  and  married.  Cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  to  Canada  in  1842,  the 
father  purchased  land  there  and  began 
the  development  of  a  farm,  but  was  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  his  home  for  only  a  few 
years,  passing  away  there  in  November, 
1850.  The  mother  resided  there  until 
1853,  when  she  sold  the  property  and 
went  to  Indiana,  settling  near  Fort  Wajme, 
living  there  for  about  four  years,  when 
she  then  came  to  live  with  Nicholas,  and 
died  at  his  home,  April  20,  1885. 

Nicholas  Rich  was  the  eleventh  in  order 
of  birth  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters. 
He  lived  with  his  mother  until  twenty-one 


years  of  age,  and  attended  a  Ger- 
man school  in  Canada  until  nine  years  of 
age,  when  he  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
he  continued  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  also  largely  assisted  his 
mother,  his  father  dying  when  the 
subject  was  but  six  years  old.  and 
gained  practical  knowledge  of  farm 
methods,  for  he  worked  in  the  fields  and 
meadows  and  also  cared  for  the  stock.  He 
was  thus  well  qualified  to  take  charge  of 
a  home  of  his  own,  when  he  started  out  in 
life  on  his  own  account.  On  the  22d  of 
February,  1865,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Annie  Huser,  who  was  born 
in  Indiana,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Fannie  (Musser)  Huser,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  France.  Mrs.  Rich 
attended  the  German  schools  in  her  na- 
tive state.  She  is  an  estimable  lady,  who 
has  been  a  valuable  helpmate,  as  well  as 
companion,  to  her  husband  on  life's 
journey. 

Following  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rich  removed  to  Lee  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  engag'ed  in  the  operation  of  a 
rented  farm  for  ten  months,  and  then 
came  to  Henry  county,  where  he  rented 
land  for  five  years.  He  carefully  saved 
his  earnings  during  that  period,  so  that  he 
was  able  to  invest  in  sixty-six  acres  of 
land  in  Jefferson  township,  of  which  for- 
ty-six acres  have  been  placed  under  cul- 
tivation. He  took  up  his  abode  upon  this 
farm,  and  from  time  to  time  has  added  to 
tlie  property  as  his  financial  resources  have 
increased,  until  he  now  owns  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  acres  in  one  tract  on 
section  15.  He  also  has  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  on  section  19,  eighty-two  and  a 
half  acres  on  section  -^o,  and  sixtv  acres 
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on  sections  i6  and  21.  The  last-named 
tract  is  all  timber  land.  He  has  always 
carried  on  general  farming,  and  has  been 
numbered  for  some  time  among  the 
largest  raisers  of  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep 
in  the  county.  He  also  keeps  many  head 
of  horses,  and  is  a  man  of  excellent  busi- 
ness ability,  thoroughly  capable  of  con- 
trolling- his  extensive  and  important  farm- 
ing interests.  He  also  owns  a  good  resi- 
dence in  Wayland. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich  have  been 
born  the  following  children  :  Philip,  who 
is  living  in  Jefferson  township;  Fannie, 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Christner,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Jefferson  township;  Joseph, 
who  is  living  in  Jefferson  township;  Bar- 
bara, the  wife  of  Philip  Alder,  of  Trenton, 
township;  John,  at  home;  Lydia,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years ; 
Jacob,  David,  Peter,  Christian  and  Sam- 
uel, all  in  Jefferson  tow'nship.  The  fam- 
ily is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community. 
The  sons  have  become  good  business  men, 
following  in  their  father's  footsteps  in  this 
direction.  Mr.  Rich  is  a  member  of  the 
Mennonite  church,  and  in  politics  is  a 
democrat.  He  served  as  township  super- 
visor for  twelve  years  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, discharging  his  duties  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity.  All  who  know  him  rec- 
ognize in  him  a  loyal  and  progressive  cit- 
izen, interested  in  the  general  welfare, 
and  in  his  private  life  displays  unabating 
energy,  unflagging  integrity  and  industry 
that  never  flags.  He  certainly  deserves 
much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished, 
as  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  had  no 
capital  save  willing  hands  and  a  resolute 
spirit.  He  has  achieved  success,  how- 
ever, throug'h  his  earnest  purpose  and  dil- 


igence. His  life  record  may  well  serve  as 
an  example  worthy  of  emulation  and  as  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  others,  showing 
what  may  be  accomplished,  if  one  lias  the 
will  to  dare  and  to  do. 


ANTON  TOTEMEIER. 

The  nineteenth  century  might  properlv 
be  termed  the  age  of  utility,  especially  in 
the  west.  The  vast  region  known  as  the 
upper  Mississippi  valley  was  in  the  middle 
of  the  century  being  opened  up  to  civiliza- 
tion, and  the  honored  pioneers  who  found 
homes  in  this  fertile  but  undeveloped  re- 
gion were  men  ^^•ho  had  to  contend  with 
the  trials  and  difiiculties  of  frontier  life. 
Theirs  were  lives  of  toil.  They  were  en- 
deavoring to  make  homes,  to  cultivate 
farms,  to  establish  business  enterprises  and 
often  from  early  youth  to  old  age  their 
lot  was  one  of  labor,  but  their  importance 
to  the  community  cannot  be  overestimated 
and  the  comforts  and  luxuries  which  we 
today  enjoy  we  largely  owe  to  the  brave 
band  of  pioneer  men  and  women  who  came 
to  the  west  during  its  primitive  condition. 
It  is  also  encouraging  and  interesting  to 
note  that  many  who  came  here  empty- 
handed  worked  their  way  upward  from  a 
humble  position  in  life  to  one  of  afTfluence, 
that  as  the  years  passed  and  the  country 
improved  prosperity  attended  their  efforts 
and  wealth  rewarded  their  earnest  en- 
deavors. 

To  this  class  of  honored  men  belongs 
Anton  Totemeier,  one  of  the  pioneer  resi- 
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dents  of  Des  Moines  county,  who  is  still 
living  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil 
and  the  blessings  of  civilization,  which  he 
aided  to  establish  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  He  has  now  reached  the  vener- 
able age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  is  hon- 
ored and  respected  by  all  w^io  know  him 
because  of  what  he  has  accomplished  both 
for  himself  and  the  community. 

Mr.  Totemeier.  was  born  in  Heilegen- 
kirchen,  Lippe  Detmold,  Germany,  on  the 
23d  of  April,  1823,  a  son  of  Fred  and 
Elizabeth  (Coolman)  Totemeier,  the  name 
formerly  being  spelled  ToQtemeier.  He 
acc[uired  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  country,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  his  native  land,  served 
for  a  time  in  the  German  army.  He  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  and 
has  always  followed  this  pursuit.  At- 
tracted by  the  opportunities  of  the  new 
world,  where  labor  is  unhampered  by  caste 
or  class,  he  sailed  for  America  in  1848, 
landing  at  New  Orleans,  whence  he  made 
his  way  up  the  Mississippi  river  to  Bur- 
lington. It  the  early  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Des  Moines  county  he  w^as  con- 
nected wath  a  pork  packing  house,  and  also 
follow^ed  plastering  to  some  extent,  but 
when  his  labors  had  brought  him  suffi- 
cient capital  he  made  investment  in  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Des  iMoines  county.  He 
then  began  farming  on  his  own  account 
and  as  the  years  have  passed  by  he  has  won 
a  place  among  the  most  prosperous,  suc- 
cessful and  prominent  farmers  of  this  sec- 
tion of-  the  state.  He  worked  earnestly 
and  persistently  year  after  year  for  a  long 
period,  and  as  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased he  added  to  his  property  until  he 
noW'  owns  four  hundred  and  five  acres,  but 


this  does  not  by  any  means  represent  the 
property  which  he  has  owned,  for  he  has 
purchased  several  hundred  acres  in  Henry 
county  that  he  has  deeded  to  his  children, 
giving  to  Henry,  Samuel,  August,  Sophia, 
Ernest,  Mary,  Louis  and  Fred  each  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  to  James  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  Mr.  Totemeier  also  holds 
several  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  stock 
in  the  New  London  Banking  Company 
and  is  most  favorably  known  in  financial 
circles. 

Wlien  Air.  Totemeier  came  to  Io\\-a  he 
found  a  wild  and  unimproved  district  and 
upon  his  farm  he  built  a  log  house,  himself 
daubing  the  chinks.  Pioneer  conditions 
everywhere,  existed,  and  he  and  his  family 
met  the  usual  experiences  of  life  on  the 
frontier.  There  was  much  arduous  labor 
to  be  done  in  converting  the  land  into  pro- 
ductive field-s,  and  because  of  the  remote- 
ness from  cities  and  the  lack  of  rapid  trans- 
portation facilities  the  settlers  were  denied 
many  of  the  comforts  known  to  the  older 
east,  but  these  pioneer  people  were  pos- 
sessed of  a  brave  and  determined  spirit 
and  they  labored  earnestly  and  energetic- 
ally to  subdue  the  wilderness  and  develop 
their  fanns,  and  in  the  course  of  years 
Mr.  Totemeier  has  become  one  of  the 
wealthy  and  best  known  citizens  of  this 
section  of  the  county.  In  1905  he  erected 
a  new  residence  of  eight  rooms  upon  his 
farm  \\ith  all  modem  conveniences  and 
an  outside  kitchen.  The  home  is  heated 
with  furnace,  supplied  with  hot  and  cold 
water  and  in  fact  is  a  model  dwelling — • 
a  fitting  abode  for  Mr.  Totemeier  in  the 
evening  of  life.  Resting  from  his  labors, 
he  is  now  able  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil. 


io6 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


Mr.  Totemeier  was  first  married  in 
May,  1848,  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  to  Miss 
Henrietta  Honeka,  a  daughter  of  Fred 
Honeka.  They  had  two  children,  one  dying 
in  infancy,  while  Lizzie  Fredericka  died 
in  1904,  Mr.  Totemeier  giving  to  her  hus- 
band land  and  monies  amounting  to  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  in 
1852,  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years,  and 
on  March  27,  1853,  Mr.  Totemeier  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Anna  Maria  Elsebein  Klusmann,  born 
April  24,  1830,  in  Westphalia,  Germany, 
who  died  a  year  later.  Their  only  child 
died  at  birth.  In  1856  Mr.  Totemeier 
was  married  to  Carolina  Fricke,  and  they 
became  the  parepts  of  twelve  children : 
Henr}',  Samuel,  Ernest,  Augiist,  James, 
Louis,  Mary,  Sophia,  Lena,  all  living;  and 
Louise,  Minnie  and  Nettie,  deceased.  In 
1881  Mrs.  Carolina  Totemeier  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  and 
in  1882  Mr.  Totemeier  was  married  to 
his  present  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Louisa  Fricke,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  Amelia  ( Dearsmark) 
Fricke,  being  also  a  sister  to  ]\Ir.  Tote- 
meier's  third  wife.  She  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, February  27,  1844,  and  in  1864 
in  her  native  country  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  William  Overmeyer,  by  whom 
she  had  seven  children,  namely :  Hen- 
rietta, William,  Frederick,  Joseph,  Ed- 
ward, Hannah  and  Lizzie.  Of  this  num- 
ber Joseph  and  Frederick  are  now  de- 
ceased. Mr.  Overmeyer  passed  away  in 
188 1,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Unto 
the  last  marriage  of  Mr.  Totemeier  two 
children  have  been  born,  Adolph  and  Carl, 
and  these  sons  are  now  superintending  the 


home  farm,  carrying  on  general  farming 
and  stock-feeding  under  the  supervision 
of  their  father.  They  raise  about  two  car- 
loads of  cattle  a  year  and  about  sixty  head 
of  hogs,  and  are  enterprising,  energetic 
young  business  men.  Mr.  Totemeier  has 
been  very  generous  with  his  children,  aid- 
ing them  all  in  making  a  start  in  life  and 
thus  they  are  largely  relieved  of  the 
struggle  which  characterized  his  early 
business  career. 

Mr.  Totemeier  has  been  a  very  suc- 
cessful and  thrifty  man,  accomplishing 
much  since  his  arrival  in  America.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  limited  financial 
circumstances,  but  by  preseverance  and 
good  judgment  he  has  risen  from  humble 
surroundings,  becoming  one  of  the  richest 
farmers  of  Des  Moines  county,  and  at  one 
time  owning  several  hundred  acres  in 
Henry  county,  which  he  has  deeded  to  his 
children.  He  is  a  man  of  uncjuestioned  in- 
tegrity of  character,  always  honest  and  up- 
right in  all  his  dealings  and  justly  meriting 
the  trust  and  confidence  which  are  uni- 
formly given  him.  As  a  citizen  he  is  es- 
teemed because  of  his  devotion  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  his  loyalty  to  his  adopted 
land,  while  his  relations  to  his  family  have 
largely  been  ideal.  His  life  record  has 
Ijeen  a  credit  both  to  his  native  country 
and  his  adopted  land.  Li  1903  Mr.  Tote- 
meier gave  a  large  bell  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  an  expense  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  and  which  is  now  used 
for  all  church  occasions. 

Much  of  the  civilization  of  the  world 
has  come  from  the  Teutonic  race.  Con- 
tinually moving  westward,  they  have  taken 
with  them  the  enterprise  and  advancement 
of  their  eastern  homes  and  have  become 
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valued  and  useful  citizens  of  various  lo- 
calities. In  this  country  especially  have 
they  demonstrated  their  power  to  adapt 
themseh-es  to  new  circumstances,  retain- 
ing at  the  same  time  their  progressiveness 
and  energy,  and  have  become  loyal  and  de- 
voted citizeqs,  true  to  the  institutions  of 
"the  land  of  the  free,"  and  untiring  in  pro- 
motion of  all  that  will  prove  of  benefit  to 
their  adopted  country.  Mr.  Totemeier  is 
a  splendid  representative  of  this  class  and 
he  has  led  a  life  which  is  in  many  respects 
worthy  of  emulation,  having  been  loyal 
in  citizenship,  honorable  in  ^business,  and 
faithful  to  his  family  and  his  friends.  No 
history  of  Des  ^Moines  or  Henry  county 
would  be  complete  without  die  record  of 
his  career,  and  it  is  with  genuine  pleasure 
that  we  present  his  history  to  our  readers, 
knowing  that  it  will  be  gladly  received  by 
his  manv  friends. 


JOHN  CHAMPLAIN  CODNER. 

John  Champlain  Codner  is  a  prominent 
representative  of  industrial  interests  of 
New  London,  being  proprietor  of  the 
Codner  mills  and  elevator.  He  was  born 
in  West  Point,  Lee  county,  Iowa,  April 
6,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Job  and  Han- 
nah Raner  (Graham)  Codner,  both  of 
whom  _  were  natives  of  Athens  county, 
Ohio,  the  former  of  French  and  English 
lineage,  while  the  latter  was  of  Irish  de- 
scent. The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Champlain  Codner,  was  captain  of  a  ves- 
sel   that   ran    into   Lake   Champlain    and 


discovered  that  body  of  water,  and  it  was 
named  in  his  honor,  the  middle  name  be- 
ing chosen. 

Whtn  only  eight  years  of  age  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review,  who  was  named  for 
his  grandfather,  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  removal  to  New  London,  Iowa, 
and  in  the  public  schools  of  this  town  he 
acquired  his  education.  On  account  of 
poor  health  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  feeling  that  the  outdoor  life 
might  pro\-e  beneficial.  He  followed  that 
vocation  until  1889,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Cleveland  to  the  posi- 
tion of  postmaster  of  New  London,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  for  one  year.  He 
then  retired  from  the  office  in  order  to 
become  a  factor  in  the  commercial  life  of 
the  city,  joining  John  Buckingham  in  the 
establishment  and  conduct  of  a  meat  mar- 
ket under  the  firm  name  of  Buckingham 
&  Codner.  After  a  }'ear  this  partnership 
was  dissolved  and  in  connection  with 
James  H.  Biesen,  Air.  Codner  purchased 
the  busin.ess  of  Farrell  &  Redfern.  They 
remained  together  until  1894,  when  their 
store  was  destroyed  by  fire,  after  which 
Air.  Codner  engaged  in  the  racket  busi- 
ness, purchasing  the  Baptist  church  prop- 
erty and  erecting  a  business  block  upon 
that  corner.  This  was  in  1895  and  he 
continued  to  conduct  the  store  for  eight 
months,  after  which  he  purchased  a  third 
interest  in  a  meat  business  and  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Codner  &  Lyman. 
Some  time  afterward  H.  Codner  pur- 
chased JVIr.  Lyman's  interest  and  the  firm 
of  Codner  Brothers  was  then  formed  and 
existed  for  a  year,  when  H.  H.  Codner 
sold  out  to  Edward  Roach.  The  firm  of 
Codner  &  Roach  continued  business  for 
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two  years,  when  Mr.  Roach  disposed  of  his 
interest  to  J.  B.  Hiles  and  the  name  of 
Codner  &  Hiles  was  found  upon  the  sign- 
board for  six  months,  after  which  Mr. 
Codner  was  alone  in  business  for  six 
months  and  then  sold  a  half  interest  to 
Dave  Pickering.  The  firm  of  Codner  & 
Pickering  existed  until  1899,  when  our 
subject  sold  out  to  his  partner.  In  that 
year  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  brother, 
H.  H.  Codner.  who  in  1900 established  the 
present  mill  and  elevator  business  at  New 
London.  He  erected  the  buildings  and 
conducted  the  business  under  the  name 
of  H.  H.  Codner  until  1902.  when  Wil- 
liam H.  Fye  was  admitted  to  a  partner- 
ship and  the  firm  style  of  Codner  &  Fye 
was  assumed,  being  so  continued  for 
about  eight  months.  On  the  ist  of  April 
1903.  J.  C.  Codner  purchased  the  half 
interest  of  Mr.  Fye  and  the  business  was 
then  carried  on  under  the  name  of  Cod- 
ner Brothers  until  January  28,  1904, 
when  J.  C.  Codner  purchased  his  broth- 
er's interest  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone.  He  deals  in  all  kinds  of 
grain  and  also  coal  and  coke  and  until  the 
20th  of  July,  1905,  he  likewise  dealt  in 
lime,  cement  and  cement  blocks  and 
builders'  supplies,  but  on  that  day  he 
rented  to  Andrew  Johnson  the  part  of 
the  building  in  which  he  carried  on  that 
line  of  business  and  Mr.  Johnson  is  still 
conducting  the  enterprise,  while  Mr.  Cod- 
ner concentrates  his  energies  upon  the 
grain  and  elevator  business.  The  ca- 
pacity of  the  elevator  is  about  one  hun- 
dred thousand  bushels  and  in  the  month 
of  August,  1904,  he  shipped  over  forty- 
two  thousand  bushels  of  oats,  which  he 
bous^ht  and  sold  the  same  month.     He  has 


a  forty-horse  power  steam  engine  and  a 
fifty-horse  power  boiler  and  he  has  all  the 
necessary  machinery  for  operating  a  first 
class  plant.  His  business  has  constantly 
increased  both  in  volume  and  importance 
and  he  is  now  a  leading  representative  of 
the  grain  trade  in  Henry  county. 

In  1 88 1  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
John  Champlain  Codner  and  Miss  Lillie 
Caroline  Biesen,  a  daughter  of  Herrman 
Biesen.  They  have  three  children :  Irena 
Maude,  the  wife  of  Ellis  McCune,  and  a 
resident  of  New  London ;  Mabel  May,  the 
wife  of  S.  P.  Mott,  of  Batavia,  Iowa, 
where  he  is  a  telegraph  operator ;  and  Le- 
Roy  C,  who  is  his  father's  assistant  in 
business. 

Some  time  after  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Codner,  Mr.  Codner  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Ellen  Agnes 
Roach,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Cath- 
erine (Hennessey)  Roach.  By  the  sec- 
ond marriage  there  are  four  children : 
Job,  who  died  when  between  three  and 
four  years  of  age ;  Katie,  who  is  now  a 
student  in  the  schools  of  New  London; 
George  Walker,  also  a  student ;  and  John 
Edward. 

In  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Codner 
is  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  New  Lon- 
don Lodge,  No.  56,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of 
the  Encampment.  Politically  a  stalwart 
republican,  he  served  for  fourteen  years 
as  constable  of  his  town.  Mr.  Codner  has 
a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  in 
Henry  county.  Each  step  in  his  business 
career  has  been  thoughtfully  planned  and 
carefully  made,  and  he  has  been  therefore 
a  progressive  one.      Starting  out  in  life 
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in  a  humble  capacity,  he  is  graduahy  ex- 
tended the  field  of  his  usefulness  and  is 
today  in  control  of  a  large  and  profitable 
business,  which  is  not  only  a  source  of 
individual  profit,  but  is  also  one  of  the 
desirable  elements  of  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial activity  in  New  London. 


DAVID  HEXRY  BARR. 

That  David  Henry  Barr  is  serving  his 
eighth  tenn  as  mayor  of  Wayland  is  am- 
ple proof  of  his  popularity  and  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow 
townsmen.  He  is  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
zens of  Wayland  and  enjoys  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  been  its  first  mayor.  His 
term  of  office  expires  in  the  spring  of 
1906.  Having  retired  from  active  farm  life 
he  is  now  in  business  in  Wayland.  He 
does  collecting  and  is  also  agent  for  sev- 
eral fire  insurance  companies.  He  is  also 
a  notary  public,  having  accjuired  that  title 
in  1888,  consequently  with  his  municipal 
duties  and  his  own  private  business  af- 
fairs he  is  a  busy  man. 

The  home  of  his  childhood  was  in  Alle- 
ghany county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  born  July  14,  1838.  His  father  was 
Alexander  Barr,  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  his  mother,  Lydia  (Killen)  Barr,  also 
a  native  of  the  Keystone  state.  The 
mother  died  when  our  subject  was  an  in- 
fant, and  his  older  sister  became  his  fos- 
ter-mother, caring  for  him  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  live 
in    Jefferson   countv.    Ohio,    with    his    fa- 


ther, who  married  again.  In  1855  the 
family  moved  to  Henr}-  county,  Iowa, 
making  the  trip  in  a  wagon  and  spending 
thirty  days  upon  the  journey.  On  the  eve 
of  All  Saints'  day  they  arrived  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  they  ended  their  journey, 
making  a  home  here  for  two  years.  Then 
they  exchanged  village  life  for  that  of  the 
farm,  ha\'ing  rented  a  tract  of  land  four 
miles  west  of  Mount  Pleasant.  The  fa- 
ther, after  years  of  seiwice  upon  the  farm, 
finally  went  to  live  with  one  of  his  sons, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death,  in  1868. 

David  Henry  Barr  began  life  for  him- 
self at  the  early  age  of  se^•enteen  years. 
For  the  first  year  he  was  employed  by  P. 
P.  Ingalls,  and  later  Ijy  Joseph  McDowell, 
who  was  at  that  time  presiding  elder  for 
the  district. 

In  August,  1861,  he  responded  to  his 
country's  call  and  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry,  Captain  AIcFar- 
land  in  command.  He  went  first  to  St. 
Louis,  thence  to  Jefferson  City,  Missouri, 
and  from  diere  to  Pittsburg  Landing, 
where  on  April  6  and  7,  1862,  he  partici- 
pated in  one  of  the  fiercest  combats  of  the 
Civil  war — the  battle  of  Shiloh.  He  was 
taken  ill  \'ery  soon  after  this  and  was  sent 
to  a  hospital  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  on  No- 
vember 30.  1862,  was  honorably  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability. 

He  returned  to  Wayne  township,  Henr}'^ 
county,  and  began  the  work  of  a  cai-penter. 
this,  however,  proved  too  much  for  his  im- 
l)aired  health,  and  he  decided  that  an  out- 
of-door  existence  would  prove  more  bene- 
ficial in  restoring  his  health,  accordingly 
in  1870.  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Jefferson 
township.  For  ten  years  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  cultivation  of  this  farm,  then  he 
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sold  it  and  purchased  sixty  acres  in  the 
same  township.  In  1889  he  finally  gave 
up  the  strenuous  life  of  a  farmer  and 
moved  to  Wayland,  where  he  became  a 
pioneer  in  the  newspaper  business,  bring- 
ing out  the  Wayland  News  in  1892.  He 
conducted  this  enterprise  until  1896,  when 
he  sold  out  to  Manford  Bolding  and  went 
into  the  business  in  which  he  is  now  en- 
gaged. In  Aiarch,  1900,  he  took  a  jour- 
ney to  the  far  west  and  bought  a  farm  in 
Lincoln  county,  Washington,  where  he 
lived  eighteen  months,  then  sold  it  and 
took  up  a  homestead  claim.  He  soon  be- 
came owner  of  this  land  and  improved  it, 
then  when  a  fitting  opportunity  presented 
itself,  sold  it  and  returned  to  his  native 
town,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1858,  Mr.  Ban- 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Margaret  Alor- 
ganstern,  whose  birthplace  was  Boston, 
^Massachusetts.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Adam  ]\Iorganstern  and  early  in  her  life 
the  family  went  to  Ohio,  where  she  at- 
tended school.  After  g'aining  a  common- 
school  education,  she  went  to  Mount 
Pleasant  and  entered  Howe's  Academy, 
where  she  completed  her  work  as  a  stu- 
dent. They  have  three  children,  one,  Ed- 
ward H.,  having  died  in  infancy.  Those 
now  living  are :  George  F.,  who  now  owns 
the  old  home  farm,  which  he  bought  in 
1890,  and  has  since  added  to  it  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres;  Charles  O.  is  a 
farmer  of  Jefferson  township;  and  Pearl 
P.  living  in  Elmira,  Washington. 

Mr.  Barr  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  w^hich  he  joined  in 
1853.  while  residing  in  Ohio,  and  has 
filled  many  important  and  trustworthy  of- 
fices in  this  church,  having  been  recording 


steward  since  1903,  has  been  Sunday 
school  superintendent  for  nine  years,  and 
has  ever  been  a  faithful  and  earnest  worker 
in  the  cause. 

He  is  a  republican  and  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  party  to  which  he  has  given 
his  allegiance.  He  was  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  justice  of  the  peace  in  1887,  a  po- 
sition which  he  held  until  1900,  when  he 
resigned. 

David  Henry  Barr  is  a  man  of  genuine 
worth  and  an  earnest  Christian  gentleman. 
He  has  been  a  faithful  servant  of  his  coun- 
try in  times  of  war,  and  has  just  as  faith- 
fully served  his  own  village  in  times  of 
peace  and  prosperity.  It  is  a  matter  of 
pride  with  him  that  he  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  a 
man  who  has  worked  out  his  own  career 
and  pushed  his  way  steadily  upward  de- 
pending upon  his  own  resources  to  make 
his  own  position  in  life.  That  he  has  l^een 
eminently  successful  is  proved  by  his  life 
histoi"y. 


.  PALUS  E.  EVERTS. 

Palus  E.  Everts  is  the  owner  of  a  valu- 
able farm  property  of  two  hundred  and 
forty-three  acres  of  arable  land  and  in  ad- 
dition he  owns  fifty-five  acres  of  timber 
land.  In  the  control  of  his  farming  in- 
terests he  displays  good  business  ability 
and  executive  force  and  is  meeting  with 
well  merited  prosperity.  He  was  born 
near  Elmira.  New  York,  January  24, 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Lawrence  and  Alar- 
garet    (Wiggins)    Everts,   both   of   whom 
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are  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  The 
father  was  born  in  Schuyler  county, 
and  was  a  son  of  Aranthus  Everts,  who 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  whose  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  ^largaret  Mat- 
thews. Having  arrived  at  years  of  ma- 
turity, Lawrence  Everts  was  married  in  the 
Empire  state  to  Miss  Margaret  Wiggins, 
a  daughter  of  W'ilHam  Wiggins,  also  a 
native  of  New  York.  In  the  year  1844 
they  left  the  east  and  came  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  settling  on  a  fann  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  on  section  36,  Jeffer- 
son township.  Upon  the  place  was  a  small 
cabin  and  a  few  acres  had  been  plowed 
but  otherwise  the  entire  tract  was  unim- 
proved. He  built  a  house,  broke  the 
prairie  and  transformed  the  once  wild  tract 
into  richly  cultivated  fields,  continuing  the 
work  of  improvement  until  he  had  as  fine 
a  farm  as  could  be  found  in  the  township. 
As  a  worthy  pioneer  settler  he  assisted 
materially  in  the  early  development  and 
progress  of  this  section  of  the  state  and 
his  worth  as  a  citizen  was  widely  acknowl- 
edged. In  the  family  were  three  sons  and 
six   daughters. 

Palus  E.  Everts,  the  second  in  order 
of  birth,  remained  with  his  parents 
throughout  their  lifetime.  The  father 
passed  away  in  1865  and  the  mother's 
death  occurred  in  1874.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  Iowa  and  for  a 
short  time  attended  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  He  was 
trained  to  all  the  duties  and  labors  that 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist  and  he 
continued  to  work  upon  the  home  farm 
until  after  the  death  of  his  parents,  when 
he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  property  which  then  comprised 


one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  tillable 
land  and  eighty  acres  of  timber  land.  He 
has  since  added  to  his  possessions  until  he 
now  has  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
acres  of  land,  which  is  rich  and  product- 
\\t,  while  his  timber  tract  has  been  re- 
duced to  fifty-five  acres,  the  remainder 
having  been  cleared.  In  1882  he  erected 
a  residence  of  eight  rooms,  and  in  1886 
he  built  a  good  barn  thirty-four  by  forty- 
four  feet  with  basement.  The  place  is 
well  tiled  so  that  drainage  has  made  the 
fields  productive  and  he  altogether  has  a 
well  improved  property.  In  the  tilling  of 
the  soil  he  has  shown  a  good  knowledge 
of  the  value  of  rotating  crops  and  a  thor- 
ough understanding  of  the  needs  of  the 
different  kinds  of  grain  which  he  raises. 
He  annually  harvests  good  crops  and  in 
addition  he  raises  horses,  catle  and  hogs, 
his  sales  of  stock  each  year  materially  in- 
creasing his  bank  account. 

In  December,  1874,  INIr.  Everts  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  E. 
^Montgomery,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
attended  Howe's  Academy  in  Mount 
Pleasant.  Her  father  was  Samuel  Mont- 
gomery, a  native  of  Ohio.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  four  children:  Clara,  now  the 
wife  of  Clyde  Hodges,  of  Guide  Rock, 
Nebraska;  Catherine, Mary, and  Clark,  all 
at  home.  The  family  are  well  known  in 
the  county  and  have  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends.  ]\Ir.  Everts  is  independent  in 
politics,  having  always  preferred  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  business  in- 
terests and  his  capable  management  of 
his  fami  has  gained  him  rank  with  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  and  use- 
ful  one    and   he    has    the    satisfaction   of 
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knowing  that  his  success  has  been  honor- 
ably gained  without  regard  to  fraudulent 
measures.  It  has  resulted  entirely  from 
his  strong  and  earnest  purpose,  guided  by 
sound  judgment  and  supplemented  by  un- 
faltering diligence. 


EDWIN  SPENCER  GILL. 

Edwin  Spencer  Gill,  a  retired  farmer 
now-  residing  in  Mount  Pleasant,  was  born 
near  New  Baltimore,  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  October  5,  1828,  a  son  of  Selmon 
and  Margaret  (Dorette)  Gill.  The  father 
was  born  in  the  state  of  ^Maryland  on  the 
15th  of  December,  1790,  while  the  moth- 
er's birth  occurred  in  that  state  October 
6th,  of  the  same  year.  In  early  life  Mr. 
Selmon  Gill  learned  the  trade  of  an  edge 
tool  maker,  which  pursuit  he  followed  for 
ten  years.  He  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
war  of  1 8 12,  and  although  he  was  never 
called  out  for  active  duty,  he  stood  ready 
at  all  times  to  respond  in  case  of  his  coun- 
try's need  of  further  aid.  It  was  on  the 
19th  of  December,  181 3,  that  he  wedded 
Miss  Margaret  Dorette,  the  wedding  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  Rev.  M.  Bever- 
ley Waugh,  who  was  the  second  bishop 
in  America.  In  the  year  1820  or  1821 
Selmon  Gill  removed  with  his  family  to 
Ohio  and  there  he  carried  on  farming  and 
blacksmithing  with  excellent  success  until 
1843,  ^vhen  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  on 
a  farm  in  Lee  county,  where  he  made  his 
home  with  his  son  Edwin  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occvu^red  in  1862.  The 


mother  passed  away  three  years,  after  their 
arrival  in  Iowa,  her  death  occurring  in 
1846.  Mr.  Gill  gave  his  early  political 
support  to  the  whig  party,  and  afterward 
endorsed  republican  principles.  Having  lost 
his  first  wife  he  was  married  again  in  Ohio 
on  the  /th  of  July,  1850,  his  second  un- 
ion being  with  Miss  Margaret  Chamber- 
lain. By  the  first  marriage  there  were  nine 
children:  William,  Henry  H.,  Elenorah, 
Joshua,  Selmon,  Margaret,  Mary  William, 
Edwin  Spencer,  Amanda  and  Rosanna 
Matilda,  but  Edwin  S.  is  the  only  one  now 
li\-ing.  There  were  two  children  of  the 
second  marriage,  James  Harrison  and 
Lucretia. 

Edwin  Spencer  Gill  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  here  he  spent  twenty  days  in 
school.  The  schoolhouse  had  lieen  built 
three  years  after  he  arrived  in  Lee  county, 
and  it  was  there  that  he  continued  his  stu- 
dies for  the  brief  period  mentioned.  He 
first  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  being 
thus  employed  until  he  was  able  to  buy 
a  farm  of  his  own,  when  he  invested  in 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Franklin  township,  Lee  county.  He  first 
erected  the  small  buildings  which  were 
mdst  needed,  and  from  time  to  time  he 
added  further  impro^■ements.  This  farm 
he  sold  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  in  January, 
1862,  he  bought  a  new  raw  farm  of  one 
hundred  sixty  acres,  in  Cedar  township, 
which  fami  was  later  one  of  the  finest  in 
this  section  of  the  state,  not  having  any 
land  that  was  not  tillable  and  productive, 
building  fine  barns  and  granaries,  and  at 
the  time  he  left  the  farm,  about  nine  years 
ajio.    he    owned    the    finest    house    in    the 
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neighborhood,  it  having  been  erected  in 
1875.  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand  dollars. 
He  placed  his  fields  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  annually  harvested  good 
crops  as  a  reward  for  his  labors.  On 
selhng  that  farm,  in  1900,  to  W.  B.  See- 
ley  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Henry 
county,  about  six  miles  from  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, \^•hich  he  owned  until  September  24, 
1905,  when  he  sold  this  property  and 
bought  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acres,  five  miles  west  of  Mount 
Pleasant.  In  May,  1898,  he  built  a  beau- 
tiful cottage  on  the  corner  of  Locust  and 
East  Clay  streets  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  It  stands  in 
the  midst  of  a  well  kept  lawn,  adorned 
with  fine  roses  and  flowers  of  all  kinds. 
There  are  also  various  kinds  of  fruit,  in- 
cluding pears,  plums  and  apples,  and  he 
has  a  nice  garden. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1853,  Mr.  Gill 
was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  McCracken, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Perrin) 
McCracken.  The  mother  died  during  the 
early  girlhood  of  her  daughter.  John  Mc- 
Cracken was  born  in  Delaware,  October 
I,  1802.  When  three  years  old  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Franklin  county,  Ohio. 
He  grew  up  as  a  fanner,  and  in  1824  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Perrin.  She  died  in  1837, 
and  three  children  survived.  He  was  a 
class  leader  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  for  forty  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred Januaiy  7,  1890.  He  followed 
farming  throughout  his  entire  life  and  died 
in  Iowa.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had 
three  children:  Susan,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Plarrison  Brown,  and  after  ]iis 
death  married  Wesley  Harrison,  a  promi- 
nent man  of  Lee  county;  Nancy  A.,  who 


became  Mrs.  Gill;  and  Jacob  Elijah,  who 
married  a  Miss  McCord.  and  afterward 
wedded  Miss  Garrett.  Eollowing  the  death 
of  his  first  wife  John  ]\IcCracken  wedded 
Miss  Elizabeth  Collins,  who  is  now  living 
with  her  son,  near  LaCrew,  Iowa,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Mrs. 
Gill  was  born  in  1830,  and  for  more  than 
a  half  century  our  suljject  and  his  wife 
have  traveled  life's  journey  happily  to- 
gether. They  have  become  the  parents 
of  seven  children :  Elizabeth  Ellen,  born 
in  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Emery  Pease,  of 
Sharon.  Iowa,  and  has  two  children. 
Nancy  Amelia,  born  in  1856,  is  the  wife 
of  Augustus  McKey,  of  California;  Flora 
Anna,  born  in  1858,  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Hampton,  of  LaCrew,  Lee  county,  Iowa. 
Fannie  Alice  died  when  twenty-three  years 
of  age.  Edwin  Herbert  married  Aggie 
Gardener  and  follows  farming  near  Dover, 
Iowa.  John  Francis  died  at  the  age  of 
six  years.  William  died  when  about  three 
years  of  age.  He  and  his  brother  John 
died  of  diphtheria.  The  children  who  have 
reached  mature  years  have  all  been  af- 
forded excellent  educational  privileges, 
some  of  them  attending  college  in  Salem 
and  some  having  been  students  in  Howe's 
Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  Two 
of  the  daughters,  Elizabeth  Ellen  and 
Nancy  y\melia,  have  been  successful  teach- 
ers of  Lee  county. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gill  has  always  been  a 
stalwart  republican  and  for  a  very  long 
period  served  as  school  director  in  Lee 
county.  The  cause  of  education  has  al- 
wa}'S  found  in  him  a  stalwart  friend  and 
he  has  put  forth  earnest  and  effective  ef- 
fort to  improve  the  pulilic  school  system. 
He  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  trustee  for  twenty-five  years 
and  for  some  time  has  been  church  stew- 
ard. When  Mr.  Gill  came  to  Iowa,  this 
part  of  the  state  was  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, covered  largely  with  timber.  He  is 
an  intelligent  man  whose  life  has  been 
characterized  by  enterprise  and  who  has 
ever  displayed  a  pleasant,  genial  nature, 
so  that  he  has  won  many  friends.  In  the 
early  days  the  Indians  were  more  nu- 
merous than  the  white  settlers  and  there 
were  many  difficult  conditions  of  pioneer 
life  to  be  met  but  as  the  years  passed 
Mr.  Gill  overcame  all  of  the  hardships 
in  his  path  and  worked  his  way  steadily 
upward  to  success,  being  now  in  posses- 
sion of  a  comfortable  competence.  His 
kindly  spirit,  genial  disposition  and  hon- 
orable principles  have  greatly  endeared  him 
to  those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated 
and  he  is  respected  l)y  all. 


REV.  JONATHAN  LEE. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Lee  is  well  known  in 
Henry  county  in  connection  with  his 
farming  interests  and  as  a  minister  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  one  who  has  labored 
long  and  effectively  for  the  moral  de- 
velopment of  the  community  and  the  up- 
lifting of  his  fellow  men.  He  has  wielded 
a  wide  influence  and  what  he  has  ac- 
complished has  made  his  name  an  hon- 
ored one  wherever  he  is  known.  He  was 
born  in  Vernon,  Indian^,  on  the  9th  of 
November,    1839.      His   paternal    grand- 


father, Mark  Lee,  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  with  his  family  removed  from 
that  state  to  Indiana  in  1821.  About  two 
years  later  both  he  and  his  wife  died  of 
milk  sickness  and  were  buried  in  the  same 
grave.  Their  son,  Martin  Lee,  was  born 
in  Kentucky  but  w'as  reared  in  Indiana, 
and  having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity, 
w^as  married  at  Vernon,  that  state,  to 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Riley,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Her  parents 
were  Rev.  Oliver  and  Elizabeth  (Harri- 
son) Riley.  Her  father  was  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
served  as  chaplain  in  the  war  of  1812 
with  a  Virginia  regiment.  She  was  a 
cousin  of  President  Harrison.  At  the 
time  of  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin  Lee  settled  on  a  farm  near  Ver- 
non, Indiana,  where  they  remained  for 
two  years,  and  in  1840  they  drove  across 
the  country  with  co\'ered  wagons  to  Tip- 
pecanoe township,  Henry  county,  Iowa. 
It  was  then  a  largely  undeveloped  region 
but  here  and  there  a  few  settlements  had 
been  made  to  show  that  the  w^ork  of  im- 
provement had  been  begun.  Mr.  Lee  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  uncultivated  land 
on  section  31,  Tippecanoe  township,  and 
at  once  began  to  plow  and  plant  the  fields 
and  in  due  course  of  time  he  gathered  rich 
harvests.  For  a  long  period  he  was  close- 
ly associated  with  farming  interests  here 
and  he  died  in  this  county  in  April,  1899. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  November,  1903. 
and  thus  the  county  lost  two  of  its  promi- 
nent, worthy  and  respected  pioneer  set- 
tlers. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Lee  is  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
of  whom  two  sons  and  one  daughter  died 
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in  childhood,  while  the  others  reached 
mature  years.  He  was  less  than  a  3'ear 
old  when  brought  from  Indiana  to  Iowa 
and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the 
district  schools  of  Tippecanoe  township. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home 
farm  with  his  parents,  working  in  the 
fields  through  the  months  of  summer  and 
until  crops  were  harvested  in  the  late 
autumn.  His  times  was  thus  occupied 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  when  he  determined  to  engage  in 
farming  on  his  own  account  and  bought 
forty  acres  of  land  in  brush  on  section 
31,  Tippecanoe  township.  A  log  cabin 
had  been  built  on  the  tract  and  he  at  once 
began  to  improve  the  land.  At  the  same 
time  he  began  preaching  the  gospel  as  a 
minister  of  the  Baptist  church,  having 
studied  for  this  holy  calling  under  the' 
direction  of  the  Rev.  M.  Elliott,  the  first 
Baptist  preacher  ordained  in  Iowa.  Rev. 
Jonathan  Lee  was  ordained  at  Glasgow 
in  1857,  and  engaged  in  preaching  in  ad- 
dition to  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
farm.  For  many  years  he  lived  in  a  log 
cabin,  his  home  being  formed  of  that 
primitive  character  until  1883,  when  he 
built  his  present  frame  residence,  com- 
prising seven  rooms  in  a  two-story  build- 
ing with  an  addition  containing  kitchen 
and  pantry.  He  has  resided  on  this  farm 
since  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own 
account,  and  has  extended  its  boundaries 
until  it  now  comprises  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  arable  and  productive 
land  on  sections  29,  30  and  31.  Tippe- 
canoe township. 

While  Rev.  Lee  has  succeeded  in  his 
farming  operations  and  has  become  one 
of    the   substantial   agriculturists   of    his 


community,  he  has  also  devoted  consid- 
erable time  to  the  work  of  the  church  and 
is  now  pastor  of  two  different  churches. 
He  was  also  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church 
at  Seymour,  Wayne  county,  Iowa,  for 
eight  years;  at  Harrisburg,  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  for  fifteen  years;  and  at 
West  Point,  Lee  county,  for  a  short  time. 
He  is  now  pastor  of  the  Glasgow  church 
at  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  and  an  out- 
station  of  Tippecanoe  township.  His  first 
ministerial  work,  however,  was  done  at 
Rome,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  preach- 
ing in  the  railroad  depot  and  he  built  a 
meeting  house  there.  He  also  preached  for 
twelve  years  in  the  village  of  Salem  and 
for  two  years  in  Bonaparte  and  he  has 
acted  as  supply  pastor  at  Mount  Pleasant 
and  other  places.  He  is  now  moderator 
of  the  Keokuk  Baptist  Church  Associa- 
tion, which  position  he  has  filled  since 
1900,  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
board  of  the  Iowa  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion since  1898.  Thus  his  labors  have 
been  most  untiring,  earnest  and  effective 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  his  church 
and  in  advancing  moral  development  and 
in  the  various  localities  with  which  he  has 
been  connected.  He  has  also  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Old  Settlers'  Association  of 
Salem  since  1895,  and  in  this  connection 
is  widely  known,  and  has  been  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Savings  Bank  of  Rome  since 
its  organization. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1858,  Rev.  Lee 
was  joined  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri- 
mony to  Miss  Mary  Harter,  who  was 
born  in  Indiana  February  12,  1839,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Har- 
ter) Harter,  both  natives  of  Indiana. 
Mrs.  Lee  passed  away  January  16,  1869, 
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leaving  three  children :  Amanda,  who 
was  born  March  23,  1859,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Wood,  of  Fairbury,  Nebraska ; 
Curtis,  who  was  born  September  16, 
1861,  married  Annie  Cline  November  i, 
1882,  and  is  living  in  Jefferson  county, 
Iowa;  and  Edwin,  who  was  liorn  Novem- 
ber 12,  1866,  married  Nellie  Cook  Oc- 
tober 17,  1887,  and  resides  in  Salem 
township,  this  county. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1869,  Rev. 
Lee  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
Boyd,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county, 
Indiana,  June  22,  1850,  and  accjuired  her 
education  in  Earlham  College,  in  Rich- 
mond, that  state.  Her  parents  were  Dr. 
J.  B.  and  Nancy  (Fender)  Boyd,  natives 
of  South  Carolina.  Her  mother  died 
when  Mrs.  Lee  was  but  a  babe  and  she 
was  reared  by  her  grandparents,  James 
and  Nancy  (Ruby)  Boyd,  natives  of 
Kentucky.  On  the  2nd  of  March,  1869, 
she  came  to  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  her 
grandparents  having  died,  and  lived  with 
an  uncle,  Jacob  Fender,  until  her  mar- 
riage. A  Fort  Worth  (Texas)  daily  pa- 
per, under  the  heading,  "After  Forty 
Years,"  gives  the  following  reference  to 
the  arrival  of  Mrs.  Jonathan  Lee,  of  Tip- 
pecanoe township,  Henry  county,  in  Fort 
Worth : 

"One  of  the  most  pathetic  scenes  which 
has  taken  place  at  the  Union  depot  for  a 
long  while  occurred  this  morning  imme- 
diately after  the  arrival  of  the  Rock  Is- 
land passenger  train  from  the  north.  Dr. 
J.  B.  Boyd,  ex-county  treasurer,  was  at 
the  depot  to  meet  his  daughter,  whom  he 
had  not  seen  since  she  was  four  years  of 
age — forty  years  ago.  The  Doctor  told 
Officer  Fulford  that  he  was  expecting  his 


daughter,  Mrs.  Alice  Lee,  but  did  not 
know  how  she  looked  nor  did  she  know 
him.  Officer  Fulford  found  her  after  the 
arrival  of  the  train  and  took  her  to  her 
aged  father.  When  she  saw  the  Doctor 
she  said,  Ts  this  Pa?'  and  both  almost 
broke  down  and  wept  with  joy  over  the 
reunion.  x\s  stated,  her  mother  died  when 
she  was  a  little  child  and  her  father  left 
her  with  his  mother  when  she  was  but 
four  years  old  and  came  to  Texas  with  the 
intention  of  going  on  to  Mexico.  He  was 
here  only  a  few  da3^s  when  the  war  broke 
out  and  he  was  taken  into  the  Confed- 
erate army  as  surgeon.  After  the  war 
he  established  himself  in  Fort  Worth  and 
married.  Following  his  mother's  death 
his  daughter  was  taken  care  of  by  an 
uncle  and  Doctor  Boyd  lost  track  of  her 
until  about  ten  years  ago.  They  have  been 
corresponding  since  but  could  not  man- 
age to  see  one  another  until  this  morn- 
ing, when  she  came  in  from  Henry 
county,  Iowa." 

Dr.  Boyd  died  in  the  spring  of  1899. 
He  had  served  for  sixteen  years  as  county 
treasurer  of  Fort  Worth  county,  Texas, 
and  was  an  influential  citizen  there. 

Lnto  Rev.  Lee  and  his  second  wife 
were  born  five  children:  Oliver  B.,  born 
January  4,  1872,  married  Ella  Wilson 
August  3.  1889,  has  charge  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  at  Ot- 
tumwa,  Iowa.  Lydia,  born  March  31, 
1876,  died  on  the  3d  of  August,  of  that 
year.  Roe  F.,  born  September  26,  1877. 
died  October  31,  1893.  Milo  D.,  born 
September  3,  1882,  died  September  21, 
1883.  Raymond  J.,  born  August  20, 
1886,  wedded  Mary  A.  Bausm^n  and  re- 
sides on  the  home  farm. 
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During"  his  pastorate  Rev.  Lee  has  mar- 
ried over  seven  hundred  and  eighteen 
couples  and  there  has  been  one  minister 
in  Iowa  who  has  surpassed  this  record. 
His  poHtical  support  is  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party  but  he  has  Ijeen  without 
aspiration  for  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
undivided  attention  to  his  business  affairs 
and  to  his  church  work  and  in  both  he  has 
achieved  a  measure  of  success  which  is 
certainly  gratifying  and  commendable. 
His  life  has  in  many  respects  been  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  others  and  his 
influence  in  behalf  of  religiqus  progress  is 
immeasurable. 


EDWARD   LIVINGSTON   PENN. 

Edward  Livingston  Penn,  who  was  the 
first  exclusive  dry  goods  merchant  of 
Mount  Pleasant  and  for  many  years  fig- 
ured prominently  in  business  circles  as  a 
representative  of  commercial  and  banking 
interests  here,  w^as  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  14th  of  August, 
18 14,  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth 
(Livingston)  Penn.  The  father  was  de- 
scended from  Admiral  Penn,  who  was  also 
the  father  of  William  Penn,  but  Edward 
Livingston  Penn  traced  his  line  of  de- 
scent from  Richard  Penn,  a  brother  of  the 
founder  of  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  of  Abraham  Penn  was  a  master 
builder  of  the  king's  dock  yards  at  Chat- 
ham, England,  and  his  histoiy  is  remem- 
bered to  this  day  in  that  locality.  He  was 
born  in  England,  and  when  about  eight- 
een or  nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  to 


sea   to   learn    navigation.      He   won    pro- 
motion as  a  seaman  until  he  became  first 
mate   of    a    vessel    which    was    afterward 
wrecked.  Being  picked  up  by  an  American 
sailing  vessel  he  was  brought  to  Philadel- 
phia,  \\here  he   remained   for   some  time 
and  then  returned  to  England.      Having 
received    a    cordial    welcome    and    Ijeing 
greatly  pleased  with  the  new  world  he  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia  and  for  some  time 
he  continued  to  follow  the  sea.     He  was 
captain  of  a  merchantman  for  many  years. 
While  making  his  home  at  Philadelphia, 
he  was  married  to  Ivliss  Elizabeth  Living- 
ston, a  daughter  of  Captain  James  Liv- 
ingston, who  won  distinction  as  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,   and  gave  his 
life  upon  the  altar  of  liberty  at  the  battle 
of  Brandy  wine.  Her  mother  was  Ann  But- 
ler, a  direct  descendant  of  Pierce  Butler, 
duke  of  Ormond,  who  was  the  first  gov- 
ernor of  Ireland,   and  for  whom  Dublin 
Castle  was  built.     The  family  histoiy  can 
be    traced  back   for  about  one    thousand 
years.     With  his  father  Captain  Abraham 
Penn  removed  to  Ohio,  and  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming  in  the  vicinity  of  Cir- 
cleville.     It  was  the  desire  of  his  wife  to 
g'et  her  sons  away   from   the  sea   which 
caused  the  removal  to  that  inland  vicinity. 
There  Captain  Penn  spent  his  remaining 
days,    his   death   occurring   when   he  had 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.     He 
was  a  Friend,  or  Quaker,  in  religious  faith 
but  his  wife  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Episco- 
pal church. 

Edward  Li\ingston  Penn  spent  his 
earlv  .vouth  in  his  native  city,  but  when 
alK)ut  twelve  years  of  age  went  with  his 
parents  to  Ohio,  and  when  a  youth  of 
fourteen,   desiring  to  enter  business  life. 
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his  father  took  him  to  the  town  of  Cir- 
cleville,  Ohio,  g'iving  him  a  new  suit  of 
clothes  and  fifty  cents  in  money.  He  also 
secured  for  him  a  position  in  the  store  of 
a  Air.  Will,  and  from  that  time  on  Ed- 
ward Livingston  Penn  provided  for  his 
own  support.  He  was  taken  into  the 
home  of  the  merchant  who  employed  him, 
but  in  six  months  he  was  offered  better 
wages  than  his  first  employer  could  offer 
and  accepted  the  new  position.  There  he 
remained  for  some  time,  after  which  he 
went  to  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  but  soon  left 
that  place  for  Lafayette,  Lidiana,  and  be- 
fore a  year  had  passed  in  his  new'  posi- 
tion he  was  made  manag'ing  partner  of  the 
business.  He  seemed  to  possess  natural 
aptitude  for  merchandising,  and  became  a 
partner  in  the  fimi  of  Fowler  &  Penn,  con- 
ducting the  store  at  Lafayette,  and  also  a 
second  mercantile  establishment  at  Rens- 
selaer, Lidiana.  Mr.  Penn  was  thus  iden- 
tified with  commercial  interests  in  the 
Hoosier  state  until  1856.  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  store  there  and  came  to  ]\Iount 
Pleasant.  Here  he  opened  the  first  ex- 
clusive dr}-  goods  establishment  of  the 
city,  it  being  also  the  first  store  to  conduct 
a  business  upon  the  cash  system.  He  not 
only  sold  but  also  bought  for  cash  and  suc- 
ceeded in  the  new  enterprise  from  the  be- 
ginning. Later  he  added  to  his  dry  goods 
store  a  boot  and  shoe  department,  which 
was  opened  in  1867.  Li  i860  he  had 
erected  a  store  building,  now  known  as 
the  Union  block  and  there  he  conducted 
an  extensive  and  growing  business  for 
many  years,  but  for  about  two  decades 
prior  to  his  death  he  was  not  active  in  the 
management  of  commercial  interests.  A 
gentleman  of  resourceful  business  ability. 


he  extended  his  efforts  to  other  fields  of 
labor  and  became  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  First  National  Bank  and  later  one 
of  its  incorporators.  He  was  chosen  a 
member  of  its  first  directory  and  afterward 
was  elected  president,  which  position  he 
held  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  lived  to 
see  that  institution  become  one  of  the  solid 
financial  concerns  of  the  county,  con- 
ducting a  business  of  considerable  extent. 
Mr.  Penn  was  also  the  promoter  of  a  bank 
at  AVinfield  in  connection  with  his  Ijrother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Clark.  He  possessed  keen 
discernment  and  every  step  in  his  career 
was  carefully  and  thoughtfully  made.  He 
therefore  advanced  steadily  toward  the 
objective  point  and  for  many  years  was 
classed  with  the  most  prosperous  as  well 
as  most  enterprising  citizen  of  ]\Iount 
Pleasant. 

In  August,  185 1, Mr. Penn  was  married 
to  Miss  Amelia  Weaver,  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Close)  Weaver. 
They  had  three  daughters  :  Ella  Amelia ; 
Lula  Bertha,  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  In- 
gersoll,  of  Chicago;  and  Kate  Alma,  now 
the  wife  of  A.  H.  Cole,  of  the  Cole 
Brothers  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Chicago.  Mr.  Penn  built  a  beautiful  home 
at  No.  408  North  Jefferson  street  in  1856, 
and  it  is  still  one  of  the  fine  residences 
of  the  city.  At  that  time  it  occupied  a 
whole  square  and  was  unequaled  by  any 
building  in  Mount  Pleasant. 

Politically  a  republican,  Mr.  Penn 
might  have  attained  to  high  official  honors 
had  he  so  desired  but  he  cared  not  for 
office  as  a  rew-ard  for  party  fealty.  Li 
matters  of  citizenship,  however,  he  was 
never  remiss  and  his  labors  proved  a 
tangible   factor   in   many  movements   for 
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general  improvement  and  progress.  For  a 
long  period  he  was  one  of  the  most  faith- 
ful workers  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity and  for  about  forty  years  was  pres- 
ident of  its  executive  board.  He  also  gave 
liberally  to  the  support  of  the  college  and 
the  cause  of  public  education  found  in  him 
a  warm  friend.  Active  and  earnest  in 
church  work  he  identified  himself  with 
the  [Methodist  Episcopal  denomination. 
Liberal  in  many  ways,  he  had  no  prejudice 
against  a  thing  because  it  was  new  and 
was  not  slow  in  giving  general  support 
to  plans  and  projects  for  the. upbuilding  of 
public  interests.  His  charities  were  many 
but  to  most  people  they  were  unknown  for 
in  his  life  he  exemplified  the  precept  not 
to  let  the  left  hand  know  what  the  right 
hand  was  doing.  He  died  May  i,  1901, 
mourned  by  all,  having  for  forty-five  years 
been  a  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant.  His 
successful  business  career  excited  the  ad- 
miration of  his  contemporaies,  his  honor- 
able methods  won  their  respect,  and  his 
charitable  spirit,  his  kindly  disposition, 
and  the  helping  hand  which  he  was  con- 
tinuously extending  won  him  the  love  and 
deep  regard  of  his  fellow  men. 


JOSEPH  W.  THOMPSON. 

Joseph  W.  Thompson,  a  florist  carry- 
ing on  business  in  Center  township,  just 
outside  of  the  city  limits  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, where  he  owns  forty-four  acres  of 
land,  is  one  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  his  line  of  trade  in  eastern  Iowa,  and  his 


business  is  now  extensi\-e  and  profitable, 
owing  to  his  thorough  understanding  of 
floriculture,  his  practical  methods,  his  close 
application  and  keen  business  discernment. 
He  was  born  in  Cumberland  county,  Eng- 
land, April  I,  1850,  his  parents  being  Jo- 
seph and  Marv'  (Richardson)  Thompson, 
who  were  likewise  natives  of  that  country. 
The  father  died  when  his  son  Joseph  was 
but  two  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  after- 
ward married  John  Jackson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.  She  died  in  England 
and  her  remains  were  interred  in  that 
country  near  the  burial  place  of  her  first 
husband.  Joseph  W.  Thompson  was  the 
only  child  of  the  first  marriage,  and  there 
were  three  by  the  second  marriage,  one 
brother,  James,  being  killed  on  the  rail- 
road in  England  in  1873.  He  was  the  eld- 
est son  of  the  second  marriage,  and  the 
others  are  John  and  Thomas,  both  of 
whom  yet  reside  near  the  old  family  home 
in  England. 

Joseph  W.  Thompson  spent  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native 
land,  acquiring  a  fair  English  education 
there  and  then,  attracted  by  the  business 
conditions  and  possibilities  of  the  new 
world,  he  sailed  for  the  United  States  in 
1 87 1,  landing  in  New  York  after  a  voy- 
age of  eleven  days.  He  spent  se\-en  months 
in  the  eastern  metropolis  and  for  four 
months  was  engaged  in  gardening  in  New 
Jersey.  In  1872,  however,  he  continued 
his  westward  way  to  the  [Mississippi  val- 
ley, reaching  Mount  Pleasant  on  the  T7th 
of  March,  1872.  Here  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Mr.  Hanson,  and  later  he  became 
a  student  in  the  original  school  founded 
and  conducted  by  Professor  Howe.  His 
earlv  education  had  been  in  the  pay  schools 
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of  his  native  land,  and  he  further  quahfied 
for  a  business  career  by  his  study  in  this 
city. 

Immediately   after   leaving   school    Mr. 
Thompson  was  married,  the  wedding  be- 
ing celebrated  on  tlie  3d  of  March,  1875, 
Miss     Frances    M.    Sharp    becoming    his 
wife.      She  was   born   in   Henry   county, 
March  2,  1852,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
W.  P.  and  Mary  (Finley)  Sharp,  the  for- 
mer born  in  Indiana  in  1819,  and  the  latter 
in  Tennessee,  in  18 18.     The  father  came 
to  the  west  at  an  early  day,  and  was  an 
itinerant  minister  of  the  Methodist  church, 
proclaiming    the    gospel    in    and    around 
Mount  Pleasant,  his  labors  being  an  effect- 
ive factor  in  the  moral  development  of  the 
community.    Many  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county   still  cherish  his  memoiy  and 
the  influence  of  his  noble  upright  life  is 
still  manifest  in  those  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.     During  the  period  of  the  Civil 
war  he  served  for  three  months  in  defense 
of  the  Union  cause.      In  early  manhood 
he  wedded  Mary  Gains  Finley,  who  was 
born  in  Overton  county,  Tennessee,  about 
twenty   miles    from    Monroe,    the    county 
seat,   May   i,    18 18.     Her  ancesti-y,   both 
lineal  and  collateral,  is  distinctively  Amer- 
ican.   John  Hancock,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  an 
uncle  of  her  grandfather,   William  Han- 
cock, who  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  be- 
longing to  a  South  Carolina  regiment,  and 
who  w^as  killed  in  battle.     Clem  Hancock, 
a  brother  of  William  Hancock,  was  a  reg- 
ular soldier  under  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son in  the  war  of   1812,   and  was  killed 
in   the  battle  of   New  Orleans.      William 
Hancock  married  Martha  Henderson,  and 
after  her  father  died  her  grandmother  took 


her  to  Tennessee.     Mrs.  Sharp  was  one  of 
a  family  of  sixteen  children,  all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased,   with  the  exception  of 
Catherine,  who  became  the  wife  of  John 
H.    Strain,   who  died  in   1874,   while  his 
widow  now  lives  in  Bussey,  Iowa,  at  the 
home  of  her  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Anderson.     Rev.  Sharp  died  in  1892, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Kansas,  where  he 
had  lived  retired  for  several  years.     His 
wife  survived  him  for  about  thirteen  years, 
and  died  June  19,  1905,  her  remains  being 
interred  by  the  side  of  her  husband.     Mr. 
Sharp  was  one  of  the  early   Masons   of 
Heniy   county,   and   was   a   republican   in 
politics.      Mrs.    Shai-p,   like  her  husband, 
was  a   consistent  Christian   and  her  life 
was  filled  \\\i\\  many  good  deeds  and  acts 
of   benevolence.      She   met    her   husband 
for  the  first  time  at  a  meeting  of  the  Cum- 
berland    Presbyterian   church,    and     they 
were  married  September  2,   1840.     After 
living  for  eight  years  upon  his   fann  in 
Indiana,     they    came   to    Henry    county, 
Iowa,   in   1849,   ^^^cl  purchased  a   farm  a 
mile  and  a  half  north  of  Stringtown.  Later 
they    owned    a    farm    adjoining   the    city 
limits,  where  they  lived  many  years,  and 
after  that  they  removed  to  Richwood  and 
later  to  Centei'ville,   Kansas,  where  their 
last  days  were  passed.     Mrs.  Sharp  at  the 
time  of  her  death  had  seven  children,  thir- 
ty-two grandchildren  and  twenty-six  great- 
grandchildren.    Of  the  seven  children  six 
reached  years  of  maturity.     George  mar- 
ried Jane   Dean,   a  niece  of  Henry  Clay 
Dean,  and  now  resides  at  Eldora  Springs, 
Missouri.     Finley  was  drowned     Alonzo 
married  May  Logsdon  and  resides  in  Linn 
county,  Kansas.  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Thompson.     Sarah  is  the  widow  of  Frank 
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Mitts  and  lives  in  Woods  county,  Okla- 
homa, Ella  is  the  wife  of  John  DeGroodt, 
of  Woods  county,  Oklahoma. 

The  marriage  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son has  been  blessed  with  nine  children, 
of  whom  eight  are  now  living,  and  all  were 
born  in  Henry-  county.  Walter,  born  Jan- 
uary 1 6,  1876,  is  timekeeper  in  the  Tubu- 
lar Works,  in  Kewanee,  Illinois.  Oliver, 
born  December  zy,  1877,  is  employed  at 
the  same  plant.  Hattie,  born  March  12, 
1 88 1,  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Howe,  of 
]\Iount  Pleasant,  and  has  one  child,  Jo- 
seph Harold.  Edith,  born  September  15, 
1883,  and  Grace  E.,  born  November  6, 
1885,  are  at  home.  William  Frederick, 
born  October  26,  1887,  is  with  his  broth- 
ers, in  Kewanee,  Illinois.  Elsie,  born  Au- 
gust 30,  1890,  and  Ruth  Emma,  born 
March  22,  1893,  are  also  with  their  par- 
ents. The  daughters,  Hattie  and  Edith, 
are  graduates  of  the  Mount  Pleasant 
Academy. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Thompson  spent 
one  year  in  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  fanning  and  during  the 
succeeding  six  years  he  carried  on  garden- 
ing just  east  of  Mount  Pleasant.  In  1882 
he  removed  to  his  present  home,  having 
forty-four  acres  of  land  adjoining  Mount 
Pleasant,  in  Center  township.  This  was 
originally  the  Timothy  Whiting  residence 
and  later  the  State  Reform  School  for 
Girls,  being  used  for  the  latter  purpose 
for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the 
school  was  removed  from  ]\Iount  Pleasant 
to  Mitchellville,  Iowa.  During  the  first 
three  years  of  his  residence  here  Mr. 
Thompson  engaged  in  gardening  and  in 
raising  small  fruits,  and  in  1885  he  es- 
tablished his  greenhouse.     In  1891  he  was 


given  charge  of  the  state  greenhouse  and 
gardens  at  the  asylum,  continuing  in  that 
position  for  seven  years,  while  Mrs. 
Thompson  conducted  the  home  place.  She 
is  as  well  versed  in  the  care  of  plants  and 
shrubs  as  Mr.  Thompson  and  carefully 
conducted  the  business.  Since  his  retire- 
ment from  the  state  position  he  has  con- 
centrated his  energies  upon  the  building 
up  of  the  business  at  his  present  place  of 
residence.  He  raises  all  kinds  of  garden 
vegetables  and  flowers,  under  glass,  and 
has  recently  completed  a  new  greenhouse 
and  boilerhouse,  and  will  complete  two 
more  greenhouses  in  1906.  One  of  the 
greenhouses  will  be  used  for  lettuce,  another 
for  roses  and  a  third  for  carnations 
and  bedding  plants,  he  having  the  largest 
and  best  collection  in  Mount  Pleasant. 
These  are  all  equipped  with  modern  im- 
provements and  conveniences  for  the 
proper  heating,  ventilation  and  light  and 
that  the  business  has  steadily  grown  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  Thompson 
now  employs  from  six  to  seven  men  each 
year,  and  has  constantly  increased  his 
equipment  to  its  present  capacity,  so  that 
he  is  now  raising  all  kinds  of  plants  and 
furnishes  a  large  supply  of  cut  flowers 
to  the  city  market.  He  has  developed  his 
-business  along*  modern  lines  and  a  vei'y 
extensive  patronage  is  accorded  him,  so 
that  he  is  now  prospering  in  his  under- 
takings. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  a  Bryan  democrat  and 
has  filled  the  oflice  of  road  supen-isor.  For 
thirty-two  years  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  Society,  belonging  to 
Mystic  Lodge,  No.  55,  and  he  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.     He  belongs  to  the  Episcopal 
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church  and  his  wife  to  the  Methodist 
church  and  they  are  worthy  Christian  peo- 
ple. Mr.  Thompson  is  a  typical  English- 
man, possessing  ready  wit,  excellent  busi- 
ness discernment  and  enterprise  and  his 
labors  are  ably  supplemented  by  the  efforts 
of  his  wife.  They  are  both  generous  as 
well  as  enterprising  and  their  good  quali- 
ties have  A\on  for  them  a  host  of  warm 
friends. 


HARRY  K.  SMITH. 

Harry  K.  Smith,  a  well  known  and  active 
representative  of  commercial  interests  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  is  now  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  ^■ehicles,  was  born  in  Wayne 
township,  this  county,  ]\Iay  2/,  i860,  his 
parents  being  Sylvester  and  Delilah  Jane 
(Conn)  Smith.  He  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of 
\A'ayne  to^^'nship  and  was  upon  the  home 
farm  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  when 
he  married  Miss  Margaret  Ann  McKee, 
of  ^^^ashington  county,  Iowa,  the  wed- 
ding being  celebrated  on  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1884. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  on  a  farm  in  Wayne  township,  where 
Mr.  Smith  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  for  two  years.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  purchased  a  store  at 
\A'ayne  and  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising for  three  years.  He  also  became 
postmaster  under  the  Harrison  adminis- 
tration and  thus  the  position  of  postmas- 
ter was  filled  successively  by  the  grand- 


father, father  and  grandson.  He  con- 
ducted a  successful  mercantile  enterprise 
there  but  eventually  sold  out  and  bought 
the  grain  and  lumber  business  at  Olds, 
building  an  elevator  there.  He  w^as  first 
in  partnership  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Peterson  &  Smith  and  when  Mr.  Peter- 
son disposed  of  his  interests  the  firm  be- 
came Smith  &  Lamme,  an  association  that 
was  maintained  for  many  years.  The  firm 
did  an  excellent  business  for  a  number  of 
years  and  then  sold  out  after  wdiich  they 
came  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  bought  the 
Leedham  &  Baugh  lumber  and  planing 
mill.  This  was  the  only  planing  and  house 
finishing  mill  in  the  city  and  in  connec- 
tion with  dealing  in  lumber  they  con- 
ducted an  extensive  and  profitable  busi- 
ness which  they  carried  on  until  January. 
1904.  At  that  date  they  disposed  of  their 
lumber  yard  and  mill  but  still  as  the  firm 
of  Smith  &  Lamme  purchased  an  estab- 
lished agricultural  implement  business. 
The  partnership  was  maintained  until  the 
spring  of  1905.  when  Mr.  Smith  pur- 
chased Mr.  Lamme's  interest  and  is  now 
in  business  alone.  He  conducts  the  only 
enterprise  of  the  kind  in  Mount  Pleasant 
and  has  a  large  wareroom  on  South  Jef- 
ferson street  for  storing  agricultural  im- 
plements and  vehicles.  His  trade  is  now 
larg'e  and  the  business  is  bringing  to  him 
a  very  gratifying  financial  return. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been 
born  tW'O  daughters  and  two  sons :  Ethel, 
Ora  S.  and  Ira  J.,  twins,  and  Delilah  M. 
The  parents  were  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church  at  Olds  and  Mr.  Smith 
was  its  treasurer.  Since  their  removal  to 
Mount  Pleasant  he  has  become  a  trustee 
of  the  church  here.     He  has  built  a  home 
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on  Poplar  street,  a  fine  residence  which 
he  and  his  family  now  occupy  and  where 
the  true  spirit  of  hospitality  and  good 
cheer  reign  supreme.  He  has  been  active 
in  republican  politics  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Central  Executive  Committee. 
In  1904  he  was  elected  without  opposition 
to  the  office  of  county  supervisor  and  is 
proving"  a  capable  officer.  The  heavy 
flood  in  the  spring  of  1905  made  much  ex- 
tra work  for  the  board.  Mr.  Smith  has 
always  been  loyal  in  citizenship,  co-oper- 
ating in  many  measures  for  the  general 
g-ood  and  his  aid  can  be  always  counted 
upon  where  the  general  welfare  is  con- 
cerned. His  life  has  been  active,  his  ac- 
tions manly  and  sincere  and  he  is  justly 
classed  with  the  most  honorable  and  pros- 
perous business  men  of  Mount  Pleasant. 


SAMPSON  LEWIS. 

Sampson  Lewis,  who  since  1877  has 
been  engag'ed  in  a  milling  business  in 
Lowell,  is  one  of  the  representative  men 
whose  enterprise  and  activity  are  an  im- 
portant element  in  the  general  prosperity 
and  growth  of  the  communit}'.  He  was 
bom  in  Highland  county,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 26,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Bowers)  Lewis.  The  father  died 
in  Indiana  during  the  early  boyhood  of 
our  subject,  who  in  1842,  when  a  youth 
of  eight  years,  came  with  his  mother  t(^ 
Iowa.  They  made  their  way  to  Henr}' 
county,  locating  just  west  of  New  Lon- 
don on  a  farm  owned  bv  a  brother  of  Mr. 


Lewis,  who  came  in  1838.  The  mother's 
death  occurred  in  New^  London  township 
in  1847,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in 
Brooks  cemetery,  west  of  the  village  of 
New  London.  In  her  family  were  ten 
children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living. 
The  record  is  as  follows :  John  :  Rebecca, 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Martin:  William. 
who  died  while  serving  in  the  Mexican 
war:  Eva.  who  became  Mrs.  Gardner,  and 
after  the  death  of  her  first  husband  wed- 
ded \\'illiam  Goudy ;  James  and  David. 
both  deceased ;  Mrs.  Eliza  Cooper ;  Samp- 
son ;  Rachel,  who  has  passed  away ;  and 
Thomas,  who  died  while  serving  in  the 
Civil  war. 

L^pon  the  farm  on  which  he  located  on 
coming  to  Henry  county,  Sampson  Lewis 
remained  until  he  removed  to  Baltimore 
township,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Lowell. 
He  had  here  purchased  a  mill,  which  he 
operated  until  1888.  when  he  purchased 
the  mill  opposite  the  old  one.  He  has 
since  been  conducting  all  of  the  milling- 
business  of  this  section.  His  mill  is  op- 
erated entirely  by  water  power,  and  is 
thoroughly  equipped  for  doing  all  kinds 
of  grinding.  The  building  is  a  three-story 
structure,  fifty-two  by  fifty-six  feet,  and 
is  supplied  with  good  machinery,  so  that 
excellent  work  is  done.  The  mill  dam  is 
owned  and  kept  in  repair  by  ^Ir.  Lewis, 
and  the  mill  is  located  just  across  the 
bridge  from  the  business  part  of  the  town. 
In  the  conduct  of  this  enterprise  he  has 
met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success, 
for  he  produces  excellent  grades  of  flour 
and  feed,  and  for  his  products  finds  a 
readv  and  profitable  sale  on  the  market. 

In  lanuary,  1867.  Mr.  Lewis  was  united 
in  marriap-e  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Walters,  a 
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daug-hter  of  Archibald  Walters.  vSix  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  marriage : 
Flora,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
Gerber,  of  Fort  Madison;  William  Mer- 
ton,  who  is  living  in  Colfax;  Lola,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  Andrew, 
who  died  when  two  months  old ;  Albert, 
who  died  when  four  years  of  age;  and 
Bertha,  at  home.  Mr.  Lewis  became  a 
Mason  in  New  London.  Iowa,  about  1880. 
and  is  still  affiliated  with  the  craft.  He 
likewise  belongs  to  the  Baptist  church, 
and  is  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
moral  development  as  well  as  material 
progress  of  his  community.  He  seems  to 
have  made  no  mistake  in  chang'ing  his  oc- 
cupation, for  since  leaving  the  farm  he 
has  developed  and  carried  on  a  good  busi- 
ness in  Lowell,  and  now  has  a  gratifying 
patronage  being  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  the  communitv. 


NOAH  SCHRIVER. 

Noah  Schriver.  who  at  one  time  was 
closely  identified  with  building  opera- 
tions in  Henry  county  but  is  now  living 
retired  after  a  successful  business  career, 
has  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  He  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
York  county  on  the  nth  of  March,  1841, 
his  parents  being  Philip  and  Sarah 
(Knisely)  Schriver,  natives  of  York  and 
Perry  counties,  Pennsylvania,  respectively. 
The  father  was  a  cabinetmaker  and  general 
mechanic  and  continued  to  spend  his  en- 
tire life  in  the  Keystone  state,  where  he 


died  about  1886,  having  survived  his  wife 
for  ten  years. 

Mr.  Schriver  of  this  review  spent  his 
youth  in  his  parents'  home,  acquired  a 
common  school  education  and  learned  the 
cabinetmaker's  trade  there.  He  went  to 
Pittsburg  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years 
and  completed  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
trade,  during  which  time  he  also  attended 
night  school  in  order  to  study  architecture. 
He  spent  seven  years  in  that  city  and  came 
to  the  west  well  equipped  by  practical  ex- 
perience and  broad  knowledge  for  a  suc- 
cessful business  career.  In  1867  he  re- 
moA'ed  to  ]\ fount  Pleasant,  where  he  car- 
ried on  business  as  a  building  contractor 
until  1882.  He  was  a  carpenter  at  the 
asylum  for  two  years  and  for  twenty 
3'ears  was  foreman,  having  charge  of  the 
carpenter  work  there.  He  then  retired 
from  active  business  life  and  is  now  living 
with  his  son,  John  C.  Schriver.  In  March, 
1866,  Noah  Schriver  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Luvina  Chronister,  who 
was  born  in  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1844.  a  daughter  of  John  and  Kate 
(Heikes)  Chronister,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania. 
This  marriage  has  been  blessed  witli  two 
sons  and  two  daughters:  John  C,  who  is 
actively  engaged  in  farming  in  Baltimore 
township;  William  H.,  a  caipenter  by 
trade,  living  in  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he 
is  also  assistant  mail  carrier;  Edna  A.,  the 
wife  of  William  H.  Kile,  a  farmer  of 
Mount  Pleasant ;  and  Lenora  Gertrude, 
who  died  in  1904.  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right 
of  franchise  Mr.  Schriver  has  been  a  stal- 
wart advocate  of  repul)lican  principles  and 
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tlumgii  not  an  office  seeker  has  taken  an 
acti\-e  interest  in  the  work  of  his  partv. 
While  in  Pennsylvania  he  heiong"ecl  to  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  bnt  i-^ 
not  associated  with  that  organization  now. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  intense  and  well 
directed  activity  and  he  was  for  many 
years  widely  known  as  a  prominent  repre- 
sentative of  building'  interests  in  Henry 
county. 

John  C.  Schri\er  is  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing, wide-awake  and  practical  business 
men  of  Baltimore  township  carrying  on 
general  farming,  in  addition  to  which  he 
raises  Shropshire  sheep  and  Angora  goats, 
also  draft  horses,  shorthorn  cattle  and 
Poland  China  hogs.  He  likewise  has  a 
stone  quarry  and  his  varied  business  in- 
terests are  capably  managed,  bringing  him 
a  gratifving  competence.  He  was  born  in 
Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania,  August  19, 
1867.  and  largely  acquired  his  education 
in  Central  school  at  Mount  Pleasant,  hav- 
ing come  to  this  county  in  the  late  fall  of 
that  vear.  He  was  a  resident  of  the  county 
seat  from  that  time  until  Februaiy,  1898, 
and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  was  first 
employed  as  a  carpenter  on  the  insane  asy- 
lum. He  made  all  of  the  sash  in  the  west 
wing  of  the  asylum,  spending  six  months 
in  that  way.  He  afterward  engaged  'n 
teaming  there  for  several  years  and  later 
he  rented  a  farm  at  Mount  Pleasant  that 
has  since  been  divided  into  town  lots  and 
is  known  as  Judge  Kilpatrick's  place.  He 
resided  upon  that  tract  of  land  for  five 
}'ears,  after  which  he  removed  to  the 
J(  .hnson  place,  adjoining  the  corporation 
limits  of  the  city  on  the  east.  Three  years 
were  spent  there  and  in  February,    1898. 


he  brought  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  on  sections  5  and  6,  Baltimore 
township,  which  was  partially  improved. 
There  was  a  small  frame  house  of  four 
rooms  and  the  place  was  also  to  some  ex- 
tent under  cultivation.  There  is  still  about 
fifty  acres  of  the  place  that  is  covered  with 
timber  and  brush.  He  first  built  a  large 
Ijarn,  thirt}-two  b}-  thirty-two  feet,  and 
then  put  an  addition  to  the  house,  adding 
four  more  rooms  and  a  cellar.  He  has 
enclosed  his  fields  with  wire  fencing  and 
he  has  upon  his  land  a  good  stone  quarn-, 
\\-o\\\  which  he  takes  out  building  stone 
of  good  (juality  which  he  hauls  to  Xew 
London.  He  follows  general  farming  to 
some  extent,  raising  the  cereals  best 
aflapted  to  soil  and  climate  luit  is  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  stock-raising.  He  has 
aboiit  one  hundred  head  of  sheep  and  from 
thirty  to  forty  head  of  goats.  He  also 
has  about  five  head  of  draft  horses  and 
raises  from  twenty  to  thirty  head  of  short- 
horn cattle  each  year  while  his  Poland 
China  hogs  numl)er  from  forty  to  fifty 
annuallv.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of 
stock  and  is  thus  enabled  to  make  judicious 
purchases  and  profitable  sales.  He  has 
never  married  and  his  parents  reside  with 
him,  the  farm  being  a  well  improved  prop- 
erty. He  belongs  to  Henry  Lodge,  Inde- 
]>endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  to  the  L^niversalist  church, 
while  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
democracv.  He  was  brought  to  this 
countv  in  his  infancy  and  has  always  re- 
sided here  and  is  numbered  among  the  pro- 
gressive and  successful  business  men. 
whose  activity  and  diligence  constitute  the 
force  that  has  l)rouglit  to  him  his  present 
enviable  ])(^sition  in  l)usiness' circles. 
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WILLIAM  ROBERT  GLANDON. 

William  R.  Glanclon  has  passed  the 
eighty-fourth  milestone  on  life's  journey, 
but  is  a  most  active  man,  enjoying  in  large 
degree  his  .physical  faculties,  while  his 
mental  powers  seem  unimpaired.  He  is 
recog-nized  as  one  of  the  respected  and 
valued  citizens  of  Mount  Pleasant,  where 
he  is  now  residing  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
well  earned  rest.  His  parents  were  ^Vil- 
liam  jand  Mary  Magdalene  (Peacock) 
Glandon.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,  and  when  young  came  to  Amer- 
ica, settling  in  Maryland,  where  he  was 
reared  and  married.  He  followed  farm- 
ing there  until  1830,  when  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  in  Harrison  county  of  the  lat- 
ter state  the  subject  of  this  review  was 
born  on  the  24th  of  September,  1821. 
The  father  devoted  his  time  and  energies 
to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Ohio  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  April  2,  1848.  His 
widow  afterward  removed  westward  to 
Illinois,  and  spent  her  last  days  in  Ma- 
comb, that  state,  \\'here  she  passed  away 
October  16,  1866.  Mr.  Glandon  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  his  wife's  father  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  In 
politics  he  was  a  democrat,  and  held  sev- 
eral township  offices.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glan- 
don were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
but  eight  of  the  number  are  now  deceased. 
The  father  was  born  June  28,  1785,  and 
the  mother  on  the  13th  of  May,  1795.  and 
their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  May, 
181 1.  The  following  is  a  record  of  their 
children :  Mary  Ann,  born  October  2, 
181 3,  is  deceased.  James,  born  April  24, 
181 5,  has  passed  away.  Elizabeth  Susan, 
born    February    17,    18 17,    and    Isabella 


Jane,  born  August  7,  18 18,  are  also  de- 
ceased. W.  R.,  of  this  review,  is  the  fifth 
of  the  family.  John  O.,  born  February 
5,  1824,  resides  in  Illinois.  Julia,  born 
September  14,  1826,  is  deceased.  Lucre- 
tia,  born  March  10,  1829,  and  Harriet  J., 
born  April  7,  1832,  have  departed  this 
life.  Eli  P.,  born  August  6,  1834,  died 
and  was  buried  September  8,  1905.  Ag- 
nes C.,  bom  May  7,  1839,  is  living  in 
Ohio. 

William  R.  Glandon  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  Harrison 
county,  Ohio,  and  after  putting  aside  his 
text-books  remained  with  his  father  and 
assisted  him  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm 
until  he  was  more  than  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  married  and  started 
out  in  life  on  his  own  account.  On  the 
6th  of  October,  1842,  Mr.  Glandon 
wedded  JVIiss  Phoebe  Romans,  who  was 
born  September  26,  1821,  and  died  Janu- 
ary 23,  1848.  In  their  family  were  three 
children.  Mrs.  H.  Julia  Hufif  is  deceased. 
She  had  thirteen  children,  Eva,  Louisa, 
William,  Judd,  Rhoda,  Ina,  Charles, 
Orva,  John,  Emma,  Edward,  Ralph,  and 
Ola.  O.  D.  Glandon,  the  second  child  of 
the  first  marriage,  was  born  in  1846,  and 
resides  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  His 
children  are  Mary,  Howard,  Anna,  Dell 
and  Ray,  all  of  whom  are  living.  J.  A. 
Glandon,  the  youngest  child  of  the  first 
marriage,  resides  in  Mexico,  Missouri, 
and  has  six  children. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1850,  Mr. 
Glandon  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  Nancy  Atkinson, 
who  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  18 16,  and  bore  the 
maiden   name   of   Xancv   Thomas.      She 
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died  in  Alarch,  1854.  By  this  marriage 
tiiere  were  three  children.  Ehnira  be- 
came the  wife  of  WilHam  Arnold,  and  is 
deceased.  Their  children  were  William, 
Lettie,  Carrie,  Gertrude,  Alyra,  Henry, 
and  Nettie.  Mary  Katherine  Glandon, 
the  second  child  of  the  second  marriage, 
is  the  widow  of  Valentine  Cupp,  and  re- 
sides in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa.  Her 
children  are  Lola,  Burdette,  George,  Myr- 
tis,  Nettie,  AA'illiam,  Ethel,  Katie  and  two 
who  are  deceased.  The  third  child  of  the 
second  marriage  died  in  infancy. 

The  third  marriage  of  Mr.  Glandon  oc- 
curred August  21,  1856,  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Beatty  becoming  his  wife.  Her  parents 
were  George  B.  and  Sarah  ( Urie) 
Beatty,  who  were  of  Scotch-Irish  parent- 
age. The  father  was  born  on  the  Emer- 
ald Isle,  and  was  six  years  of  age  when 
brought  to  America.  He  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  as  a  life  work,  and 
died  in  1858,  his  remains  being  interred 
in  Pennsylvania.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  about  1808,  died  in  1875.  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa. 
Unto  My.  and  Mrs.  Beatty  were  born  ten 
children:  Margaret,  Nancy,  William, 
Thomas,  and  Joseph,  all  now  deceased ; 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  W.  R.  Glandon  ;  Emily, 
the  wife  of  William  Fulton,  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania;  David,  a  rail- 
road man  residing  in  Allegheny  City, 
Pennsylvania;  Joseph,  who  is  living  at 
the  Soldiers'  home  in  Marshalltown, 
Iowa;  and  Adeline,  deceased.  The  par- 
ents were  both  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  There  was  one  child  born 
of  Mr.  Glandon's  third  marriage,  but  died 
at  the  age  of  three  months.  He  had  an 
adopted  daughter,  Jennie  Glandon.   who 


married  and  had  eleven  children.  Edwin 
Glandon  was  an  adopted  son,  and  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Cook,  and  they  had  two 
children,  Laura  and  Howard.  There  are 
now  about  fifty-five  grandchildren,  sixty- 
five  great-grandchildren  in  all.  Louisa 
Huff,  a  grandchild  of  Mr.  Glandon,  mar- 
ried Ephraim  Sluth,  and  has  ten  children. 
William  Huff'  has  eight  children.  Rhoda 
Huff  married  and  has  five  children.  Ina 
Pluff  married  and  has  four  children.  Ola 
Huff'  married  and  has  five  children.  Liz- 
zie Crawford  married  Mr.  Alay  and  has 
fi\e  children.  Laura  Atkinson  married  Wil- 
liam Newell  and  has  two  children.  Mrs. 
Mary  Green,  daughter  of  O.  B.  Glandon, 
has  one  child.  Annie  Glandon  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Bruner  and  has  one  child. 
Dell  Glandon  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Sage  and 
has  one  child.  Elbert  Glandon,  son  of  J. 
A.  Glandon,  has  two  children.  Howard, 
son  of  O.  D.  Glandon,  is  married  and  has 
four  children.  Of  the  children  of  Mrs. 
Cupp,  Lola  has  three  children,  Burdette 
two.  George  four  and  Myrtis.  now  Mrs. 
Pittman,  one.  Her  first  husband  was  a 
Mr.  Barker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huff,  who 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  died 
within  fifteen  minutes  of  each  other,  in 
Farmington,  Van  Buren  count}-.  L^wa.  of 
congestive  chills. 

From  the  time  of  his  first  marriage  un- 
til 1850,  covering  a  period  of  twenty- 
eight  years,  ^Ir.  Glandon  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  Ohio.  He  then  purchased  a 
farm  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  success- 
fullv  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  1865.  He  then  cams  to  Iowa, 
settling  in  Winchester.  \'an  Buren  county, 
wliere  he  purchased  a  good  tract  of  land, 
devoting  his  attention   to  its  further  de- 
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velopment  and  improvement  until  1876. 
In  that  year  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Mid- 
dleton,  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  purcliased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  which  he  operated  until  1891, 
when  he  sold  out.  and  has  since  lived  re- 
tired, making  his  home  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. In  his  farm  work  he  was  energetic 
and  industrious,  and  his  labors  were 
crowned  with  a  gratifying  measure  of 
success,  bringing-  him  the  handsome  com- 
petence that  now  enables  him  to  rest  from 
further  business  cares  and  enjoy  the  fruits 
of  his  former  toil.  In  politics  he  has  al- 
ways been  an  earnest  democrat,  believing 
firmly  in  the  principles  ol  the  party,  and 
while  living  in  Middleton  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  five  years.  He  has 
also  filled  the  offices  of  school  inspector, 
road  supervisor  and  judge  of  elections. 
He  and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  an  elder  for  thirty  years,  often 
a  delegate  to  the  synod  and  presbytery,  and 
was  once  a  delegate  to  the  general  assem- 
bly. He  resides  near  the  fair  grounds, 
where  he  has  one  acre,  having  invested  his 
property  in  mortgages,  and  during  his 
residence  in  Mount  Pleasant  he  has  gained 
many  warm  friends,  who  esteem  him  for 
his  genuine  worth,  and  respect  him  for 
what  he  has  accomplished. 

Mr.  Glandon  has  in  his  possession  an 
old  Bible,  published  in  1846,  which  he 
prizes  very  highly.  He  purchased  it  for 
a  dollar — one  day's  pay  for  cradling.  At 
the  death  of  Mrs.  McDowell,  grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  Glandon,  she  left  money 
enough  to  buy  a  Bible  for  each  of  her 
children,  and  Mrs.  Glandon  now  has  the 
one  which  was  owned  bv  her  mother,  it 


being  published  in  18 13.  These  old  vol- 
umes of  holy  writ  are  much  prized  in  the 
Glandon  household. 


JAMES  J.   O'LAUGHLIN. 

James  J.  O'Laughlin,  the  extent  and 
scope  of  whose  business  operations  make 
him  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  en- 
terprising citizens  of  Henry  county  as  the 
proprietor  of  an  extensive  department 
store  in  Rome,  is  the  owner  of  about  five 
hundred  acres  of  land  and  is  an  extensive 
feeder  and  general  dealer  in  stock,  mak- 
ing large  shipments  each  week  to  the  Chi- 
cago markets.  He  also  handles  the  grain 
from  this  town  and  is  widely  recognized 
as  one  of  the  far-seeing,  energetic  and 
prosperous  business  men  of  this  part  of 
the  state,  his  ready  recognition  and  utili- 
zation of  opportunities  being  strong  and 
forceful  elements  in  his  prosperity.  It 
has  always  been  cited  as  a  matter  of  pride 
when  a  man  has  started  out  empty-handed 
and  worked  his  way  upward,  but  while 
Mr.  O'Laughlin  received  some  assistance 
as  one  of  the  inheritors  of  his  father's  es- 
tate, he  has  nevertheless  manifested  good 
1)usiness  ability,  sagacity,  and  force  of 
character  in  enlarging^  the  scope  of  his 
activities  and  developing  his  business 
along  modern  lines  until  his  commercial 
interests  are  well  developed. 

Mr.  O'Laughlin  was  born  in  Rome  on 
the  1 6th  of  December,  1867,  and  as  the 
name  indicates,  comes  of  Irish  ancestry, 
his    parents   being   Peter   and    ]\Iargaret 
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(Quinn)  O'Laughlin,  who  were  natives 
of  County   Clare,   Ireland.      In  the  year 

1856  the  father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
the  United  States.  He  resided  for  some 
time  in  Xew  York,  where  he  learned  the 
hatter's  trade  and  then  made  his  way 
westward  to  Henry  county.  Iowa,  taking 
up  his  abode  in  Rome.  He  was  employed 
at  railroad  work  for  about  a  year  and  in 

1857  he  embarked  in  merchandising  at 
Rome,  where  he  carried  on  business  until 
1865,  when  he  returned  to  Ireland,  where 
he  was  married.  Six  months  later  he 
again  came  to  Iowa  and  resumed  business 
in  Rome,  Here  he  established  a  grocery 
store  but  after  tw^o  years  he  extended  the 
field  of  his  labors  by  adding  to  his  stock 
a  line  of  general  merchandise.  In  his 
business  affairs  he  prospered  and  his  la- 
bors w-ere  atended  with  a  gratifying 
measure  of  success.  In  1876  he  built  a 
large  brick  building,  forty-four  by  sev- 
enty-four feet,  and  three  stories  in  height. 
It  is  one  of  the  good  business  blocks  in 
the  county  and  although  it  was  erected 
thirty  years  ago  it  has  been  kept  in  such 
excellent  condition  and  was  built  so  sub- 
stantially that  it  does  not  look  to  have 
had  more  than  three  or  four  years  wear. 
The  enterprise  and  business  activity  of 
Mr.  O'Laughlin  enabled  him  to  carry  for- 
ward to  successful  completion  whatever 
he  undertook  and  thus  his  trade  constant- 
ly increased  along  the  line  of  mercantile 
venture  and  brought  him  a  gratifying  in- 
come. He  also  made  judicious  invest- 
ment in  real  estate  and  was  the  owner  of 
about  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  of  which 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  lay  in  1  ;p- 
pecanoe  township,  while  the  remaining 
one  hundred  and  fortv  acres  was  in  1'ren- 


ton  township.  He  was  a  large  shipper  of 
cattle  and  hogs  and  he  also  owned  an  ex- 
tensive grain  elevator  which  he  conducted 
until  1 89 1,  when  he  discontinued  business 
along  that  line.  He  was  widely  recog- 
nized for  many  years  as  a  most  prominent 
resident  of  Tippecanoe  township,  owing 
to  the  extent  and  validity  of  his  business 
interests.  He  based  his  lousiness  prin- 
ciples and  actions  upon  the  rules  which 
govern  strict  and  unswerving  integrity 
and  unfaltering  enterprise,  was  watchful 
of  opportunities  and  quick  to  utilize  legiti- 
mate business  advantages  which  always 
occur  in  trade  circles. 

In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Peter 
O'Laughlin  were  six  children :  Michael 
T.,  who  died  March  17,  1899,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-three  years;  James  J.,  who  is 
living  in  Rome;  Peter;  Patrick  H.,  also 
in  Rome;  Margaret,  who  died  January 
17,  1892,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years; 
and  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  ^lari- 
nus  Nelson  and  is  connected  with  a  med- 
ical business  in  Chicago. 

James  J.  O'Laughlin  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  Rome 
until  fifteen  years  of  age  and  the  follow- 
ing year  entered  upon  his  business  career 
as  an  employe  in  his  father's  store  at 
Rome.  Lie  thoroughly  learned  the  busi- 
ness, familiarizing  himself  with  it  in  ev- 
erv  detail  and  remained  in  the  store  as 
an  active  assistant  of  his  father  until  the 
latter's  death  in  1896.  The  estate  being 
settled,  with  his  brother  Patrick  he  pur- 
chased the  interests  of  the  other  heirs, 
not  only  in  the  mercantile  business,  but 
also  in  stock-raising  antl  farming  inter- 
ests left  by  his  father.  The  brothers  con- 
tinued  in   business   under   the  firm   style 
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of  J.  J.  &  P.  H.  O'Laughlin  until  1904, 
when  on  account  of  the  \\\  heaUh  of  Pat- 
rick H.  O'Laughhn,  James  J.  O'Laugh- 
hn  purchased  his  interests  and  is  now  sole 
proprietor  of  the  large  department  store 
at  Rome  and  other  interests  controlled  by 
the  firm.  He  is  conducting  a  modern  and 
model  enterprise  of  this  character  and  has 
one  of  the  great  mercantile  establishments 
of  the  county.  He  has  a  team  in  the 
country  carrying  a  stock  of  goods  to  va- 
rious patrons  throughout  the  county  and 
gathering  produce.  Air.  O'Laughlin, 
however,  does  not  confine  his  attention 
entirely  to  his  mercantile  interests  but 
extends  his  activities  to  other  fields  of  la- 
bor, in  which  he  is  equally  successful  ow- 
ing to  his  sound  Vjusiness  judgment,  keen 
sagacity  and  unfaltering  diligence.  He 
is  the  owner  of  about  five  hundred  acres 
of  land  and  is  an  extensive  feeder  and 
general  dealer  in  stock  and  is  on  the 
Chicago  market  almost  every  week  with 
from  one  to  six  car  loads  of  stock.  He 
likewise  handles  the  grain  from  this  point 
and  his  operations  in  this  direction  prove 
a  remunerative  source  of  income,  while 
furnishing  an  excellent  market  to  the  pro- 
ducers in  this  part  of  the  county. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1896,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  O'Laughlin  and  Miss 
Laura  Bright,  who  was  born  in  Win- 
chester. Indiana,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Nelson  Bright.  Her  educaticju  was  ac- 
quired in  the  common  schools  of  her  na- 
tive city  and  in  Rome,  Iowa.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  James 
Henry,  who  was  born  on  Christmas  day, 
1898.  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  O'Laughlin  hold 
membership  in  the  Catholic  church  of 
Alount  Pleasant  and  he  exercises  his  right 


of  franchise  in  support  of  the  Democracy. 
He  has  been  a  factor  in  business  life  in 
Tippecanoe  township  since  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years  and  displays  the  same  strong 
and  sterling  characteristics  which  were 
manifest  in  his  father's  active,  useful  and 
honorable  career.  He  is  now  meeting 
with  success  in  his  undertakings  and  en- 
joys an  unassailable  reputation  for  reli- 
ability and  enterprise. 


MICHAEL  M'CORMICK. 

Alichael  McCormick,  residing  in  Ca- 
naan township,  has  for  long  years  been 
closely  associated  with  the  agricultural 
interests  and  with  care  and  the  improve- 
ment of  his  business  afifairs,  through  fru- 
gality and  industry  he  has  worked  his  way 
upward  from  a  humble  financial  position 
to  one  of  affluence.  He  was  born  in 
County  Roscommon.  Ireland,  in  March, 
1837,  a  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  (Row- 
ley) McCormick.  He  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  }'(juth  in  his  native  coun- 
try and  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Ireland,  ^^^len  a  young-  man  he  became 
ambitious  to  see  something  of  the  world 
and  profit  by  the  better  business  oppor- 
tunities which  he"  heard  were  to  be  en- 
joyed in  the  United  States.  He  therefore 
made  arrangements  for  leaving  his  old 
home  and  bidding  adieu  to  friends  and 
native  land  he  sailed  for  America,  land- 
ing at  New  York  city  on  the  loth  of  June. 
1857.  He  then  made  his  way  to  Rens- 
selaer   countv.     New     York,     where    he 
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worked  as  a  farm  hand  until  1861,  when, 
becoming-  convinced  that  he  might  more 
readily  obtain  a  farm  of  his  own  in  the 
new  and  growing  west,  he  made  his  way 
to  Burhngton,  Iowa,  in  April,  1861,  and 
thence  to  Mount  Pleasant.  In  Henry 
county  he  secured  farm  labor  after  spend- 
ing eight  months  as  outside  watchman  at 
the  Mount  Pleasant  insane  asylum. 

Before  coming  to  Iowa  Mr.  McCor- 
mick  was  married  on  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1861,  to  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1837.  She  pursued  her  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools  of  Schuyl- 
kill county,  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents 
were  Barnard  and  Margaret  (Flynn) 
Smith,  the  former  liorn  in  CountA'  Cavin, 
Ireland,  and  the  latter  near  Dublin,  Ire- 
land. They  came  to  the  United  States 
about  1832. 

After  working  at  farm  labor  for  a  time 
in  Henry  county,  Mr.  McCormick,  of  this 
review,  rented  sixty-five  acres  of  land, 
which  he  culti\'ated  for  three  vears,  and 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  on  section 
18,  Canaan  township,  which  at  that  time 
was  a  tract  of  raw  prairie.  He  built  all 
of  the  fences  and  the  buildings  on  his 
place  and  otherwise  improved  it,  and  as 
the  years  passed  and  the  country  became « 
more  thickly  settled  his  farm  greatly  ap- 
preciated in  value,  and  the  property  for 
which  he  paid  fifteen  dollars  per  acre  is 
today  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  acre,  owing  to  the  care 
and  labor  he  has  bestowed  upon  it  and  the 
excellent  improvements  he  has  made.  In 
1895  h^  purchased  sixty  acres  just  across 
the  road  in  Marion  township.  There  were 
no  improvements  upon  it  and  the  changes 


that  have  been  wrought  there  are  due  to 
his  labors  and  supervision.  He  has  also 
invested  in  ninety-eight  and  three-quar- 
ters acres  adjoining  his  original  farm  on 
the  south,  upon  which  his  two  sons  live, 
their  sister  keeping  house  for  them.  This 
was  purchased  in  1899.  In  1904  an- 
other purchase  of  sixty-five  acres  was 
made,  and  today  Mr.  McCormick  and  his 
sons  own  three  hundred  and  four  acres 
of  very  valuable  and  productive  farm  land 
in  Canaan  township. 

Unto  Mi",  and  Mrs.  McCormick  have 
been  born  four  sons  and  four  daughters: 
Mary,  who  is  acting  as  housekeeper  for 
her  brothers ;  Charles,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  years;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  Edward  Fitzpatrick.  a  resident  of  New 
London  townshi]:) ;  John,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Hurley,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  in  connection  with  Dennis  Ma- 
rony  in  Mount  Pleasant;  Francis  J.,  also 
of  Canaan  township;  Margaret,  the  wife 
of  John  Fitzpatrick,  of  New  London  town- 
ship, and  Emmet  B.,  likewise  of  Canaan 
township.  All  of  the  children  were  bom 
in  the  township  where  tlie  family  home  is 
still  maintained.  Air.  McCormick  belongs 
to  the  Catholic  church  of  Mount  Pleasant 
and  helped  to  build  the  present  structure 
and  as  his  means  have  increased  he 
has  been  a  liberal  supporter  and  he 
votes  with  the  democracy.  He  has 
ne\er  had  occasion  to  regret  his  determi- 
nation to  seek  a  home  in  .\nierica,  for  he 
here  found  the  opportunities  he  sought 
and  by  judicious  use  of  these  he  has  made 
steady  advancement  in  business  life  until 
he  is  today  the  owner  of  valuable  landed 
possessions  in  his  adopted  country. 


134 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


HARRY  G.  KIXG. 

Harry  G.  King,  who  is  engag-ed  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Mount  Union,  is  a 
most  enterprising  merchant,  his  intense 
and  well  directed  activity  having  won  for 
him  a  foremost  position  in  the  ranks  of 
the  business  men  in  his  part  of  the  county. 
His  keen  discrimination  enables  him  to 
readily  understand  business  situations  and 
to  find  a  solution  for  difficulties,  wliile  his 
unfaltering  energy  and  perseverance  have 
enabled  him  to  surmount  the  various  ob- 
stacles which  are  ever  encountered  in  a 
business  career.  He  is  one  of  Henry 
county's  native  sons,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Scott  township  on  the  7th  of 
June,  1862.  He  comes  of  Scotch  lineage, 
his  maternal  grandfather,  William  Lau- 
der, having  been  born  in  Scotland.  His 
parents  were  George  A.  and  Margaret 
(Lauder)  King,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Broome  county.  New  York.  They 
were  reared  and  married  in  the  Empire 
state,  and  by  rail  journeyed  westward  to 
Burlington,  Iowa,  whence  they  came  to 
Scott  township.  There  the  father  de\-oted 
his  energies  to  agricultural  piu"suits  for 
many  years,  or  until  the  death  of  his  wife, 
which  occurred  on  the  home  farm  in  1 897. 
Mr.  King  afterward  came  to  Mount 
Union  to  live  with  his  son,  Harry  G.,  and 
in  1900  he  went  on  a  visit  to  Oswego, 
Kansas,  where  his  death  occurred  on  the 
1 6th  of  November  of  that  year.  His  re- 
mains were  brought  back  to  Henry 
county,  the  interment  being  made  in  Win- 
field  cemetery. 

Harry  G.  King  supplemented  his  early 
educational  privileges,  obtained  in  the  dis- 
trict   schools,    bv    studv    in    the    Normal 


school  at  Columbus  Junction,  Iowa,  and 
also  in  Morning  Sun.  this  state.  He  early 
Ijecame  familiar  with  the  duties  and  la- 
bors incident  to  the  development  and  cul- 
tivation of  a  farm,  and  continued  upon 
the  old  homestead  in  Scott  township  un- 
til the  spring  of  1897,  when  he  came  to 
]\Iount  Union,  where  he  purchased  the 
hardware  business  of  H.  R.  Williams, 
conducting  the  store  until  he  sold  out  to 
the  firm  of  Hillyard  &  Cornic.  Mr.  King 
then  purchased  the  grain  elevator  from 
J.  A.  Baxter,  and  conducted  it  until  the 
I  St  of  October,  1904,  when  he  withdrew 
from  the  grain  trade,  a  stock  company  of 
farmers  being  formed  to  carry  on  the  ele- 
vator business.  He  next  purchased  from 
\\'illiam  Kenyon  the  lumber  business, 
which  was  the  first  established  in  Mount 
L^nion.  the  date  of  that  event  being  1892. 
Mr.  King  now  handles  all  kinds  of  build- 
ing materials,  including  lumber,  brick, 
lime,  plaster  and  cement,  and  is  also  a 
dealer  in  hard  and  soft  coal.  He  supplies 
a  large  territory  with  these  commodities, 
and  the  extent  of  his  business  may  be  in- 
dicated somewhat  by  the  fact  that  be- 
tween the  ist  of  October,  1904,  and  the 
I  St  of  October,  1905,  he  received  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  carloads  of  building 
materials  and  coal.  His  trade  is  certainly 
very  gratifying,  and  it  has  been  built  up 
along  honorable  lines,  so  that  his  success 
is  well  merited. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1898,  yii:  King 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Rose 
Featherby,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines 
county,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  there.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Lu- 
ther and  Margaret  (Van  Demark)  Tal- 
bott,  and  was  married  prior  to  the  time 
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she  wedded  Mr.  King,  her  first  husband 
liaving  been  Roy  Featherby,  b}-  whom 
she  had  one  son,  Glenn,  who  was  born  in 
September,  1891.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
King  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Alta, 
whose  birth  occurred  on  April  27,  1899. 
The  parents  occupy  an  enviable  position 
in  social  circles,  and  their  own  home"  is 
noted  for  its  generous  and  gracious  hospi- 
tality. In  his  political  views  Air.  King  is 
an  earnest  and  stalwart  republican,  hav- 
ing always  supported  the  party  since  at- 
taining his  majority.  He  has  filled  the 
office  of  township  clerk  since  1900.  and 
at  all  times  manifests  a  watchful  spirit  in 
connection  with  public  interests  that  has 
resulted  in  tang-ible  aid  to  movements  for 
the  general  good.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  is  widely  known  in  the 
county  where  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed  and  where  he  has  so  directed  his 
labors  and  life  as  to  win  the  confidence 
and  good  will  of  his  fellowmen. 


WILLIAM  THOMAS  MORROW. 

Public  opinion  is  not  divided  concern- 
ing the  business  ability  and  personal  worth 
of  \Villiam  Thomas  Morrow,  one  of  the 
representative  and  respected  merchants  of 
Lowell,  where  he  is  conducting  a  general 
store,  his  success  being  the  merited  reward 
of  his  close  application  and  honorable  deal- 
ing. He  is  a  native  son  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Belmont  county  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1863,   and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah 


(Richie)  Alorrow.  He  was  about  ten 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Iowa  with 
his  parents,  the  family  home  being  estab- 
lished near  Winfield.  The  father,  how- 
ever, was  soon  aftenvard  called  to  his 
final  rest,  his  remains  being  interred  at 
Lowell.  He  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
fifty-five  years  and  was  survived  for  a 
number  of  years  by  his  widow,  who  died 
in  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years, 
and  was  also  laid  to  rest  in  Lowell  ceme- 
ter)'.  In  their  family  were  ten  children : 
Robert,  Anna,  Mar}',  Martin,  Elizabeth, 
Sarah,  William  T.,  Margaret,  John  and 
Emmett.  Of  this  number  Martin  and 
Anna  are  now  deceased. 

William  T.  Alorrow  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  Henry  county,  fol- 
lowing the  removal  to  Iowa.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life  and  early  became  famil- 
iar ^^•ith  the  duties  and  labors  incident  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  fields.  He  continued 
to  engage  in  farming  until  1885,  when, 
thinking  that  he  would  find  commercial 
pursuits  more  congenial,  he  abandoned  the 
plow  and  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  Wil- 
liamson store  at  Lowell  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  during  which  time  he 
gained  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the 
methods  in  vogue  in  commercial  circles. 
In  1888  he  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising in  partnership  with  George  B.  Jack- 
man  under  the  firm  name  of  Jackman  & 
Morrow,  continuing  in  Lowell  for  five 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  i^eriod, 
Emmett  Richie  Morrow,  a  brother  of  our 
subject,  purchased  Mr.  Jackman's  inter- 
est and  the  firm  of  Morrow  Brothers  ex- 
isted for  about  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  Mr.   Morrow  of  this   review 
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purchased  his  brothers  interest  and  has 
since  carried  on  the  business  alone,  save 
for  a  brief  period  of  atout  six  months, 
when  Harry  Watton  was  his  partner.  He 
now  carries  a  fuh  hne  of  general  merchan- 
dise such  as  is  usually  found  in  a  store 
of  this  kind.  His  stock  embraces  gro- 
ceries, dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  light 
hardware,  crockery  and  glassware,  and  he 
has  secured  a  good  patronage,  which  is 
constantly  growing,  for  his  business  meth- 
ods are  such  as  to  win  trade.  He  is  care- 
ful in  the  selection  of  his  stock  in  order 
to  secure  goods  that  will  please  the  \'aried 
tastes  of  the  general  public  and  his  earnest 
effort  to  meet  the  wishes  of  his  customers 
has  been  one  of  the  strong  and  salient  feat- 
ures in  his  success.  In  1888  in  connection 
with  Mr.  Jackman,  he  built  the  large  store 
building,  forty-four  by  seventy-eight  feet, 
the  main  room  being  twenty-four  by  sev- 
enty-eight feet.  There  are  two  other 
rooms,  which  are  used  for  tiour,  for  boots 
and  shoes  and  other  goods.  Mr.  Morrow 
has  also  erected  a  large  barn.  0^■er  the 
store  is  a  large  hall  and  also  an  office, 
whicli  is  now  occupied  by  a  physician. 

In  Januar}',  1887,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Morrow  and  Miss  Amelia 
Brown,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah 
Brown.  They  have  two  children :  Susie, 
a  student  of  music  in  Burlington,  and  Vic- 
tor, who  is  attending  the  public  schools. 
Mr.  Morrow  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  at  Lowell  and 
has  held  the  office  of  venerable  consul  for 
two  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  his  life  is  in  har- 
mony with  its  principles.  His  advocacy 
of  all  measures  for  the  material  develop- 
ment, intellectual,  social  and  moral  prog- 


ress of  the  community  is  manifest  in  tan- 
gible effort  for  the  public  good,  and  his 
worth  as  a  citizen,  business  man  and  friend 
is  unciuestioned. 


HUGH  COZIER. 


Having  retired  from  the  actual  respon- 
sibilities of  general  farming  and  being 
able  to  intrust  his  interests  to  his  son.  Air. 
Hugh  Cozier  is  now  residing  at  his  beau- 
tiful home  in  Canaan  township,  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  his  labors,  in  the  luxurious 
surroundings  his  industry  and  persever- 
ance have  created. 

Hugh  Cozier  was  bom  in  Clark  county, 
Ohio.  -  September  20,  1839,  thus  having 
reached  an  age,  ripened  by  living,  but  still 
young  enough  to  enjoy  many  years  of 
peaceful  happiness.  Through  his  mother, 
Hannah  Carter,  born  in  Clark  county,  he 
was  related  to  Governor  Goeble,  of  Ken- 
tucky, his  paternal  grandfather  being 
Benjamin  Cozier,  of  Connecticut,  and  his 
grandmother  Sarah  Craig.  His  father, 
John  Cozier,  of  Clark  county,  Ohio,  was 
a  tanner  by  trade,  and  afterward  a  mil- 
ler. In  December,  1855,  he  came  with  his 
family  to  Mount  Pleasant  to  engage  in 
farming  which  pursuit  he  followed  until 
his  death  in  1863.  His  wife  passed  away 
in  1857.  After  the  death  of  his  parents 
he  leased  farms  in  Henry  county,  and  in 
1870.  on  May  12,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  V.  Nixon.  Miss 
Nixon  was  born  at  Guyandotte,  Cabelle 
county.    West    Virginia.    December    29. 
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1843.  ^'"^^  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents 
who  settled  in  Jackson  county.  Thev  re- 
mained there  several  years,  then  removed 
to  Danville.  Des  Moines  county,  and  in 
1867  took  up  their  residence  in  Canaan 
township.  Henry  county.  She  received 
her  education  in  the  schools  of  Iowa,  hav- 
ing left  West  Virginia  at  too  tender  an 
age  to  have  attended  school  there. 

!Mr.  Cozier  and  his  wife  have  three 
living  children :  Caddie,  born  November 
16.  1871.  married  Lemuel  Whittaker,  a 
farmer  of  Henry  county.  They  have  one 
son,  Karl,  born  December  30.  1897.  Mary 
Frances,  at  home,  born  September  15, 
1893.  and  John  Edward,  of  Canaan  town- 
ship. After  his  marriage  he  leased  a  farm 
in  Canaan  township  for  two  years,  and 
in  1872  he  bought  seventy-five  acres  in 
section  18.  This  land  was  unim- 
proved, and  the  task  of  breaking  it  up 
began  immediately  to  prepare  for  the 
abundant  harvests  to  come.  He  built  a 
house  of  two  rooms  and  made  a  prairie 
stable  the  first  year ;  afterward  had  a  shed 
stable.  He  now  has  the  place  improved 
and  well  tiled.  In  1893  he  remodeled 
the  house,  converting  it  into  a  comfort- 
able and  commodious  dwelling  of  eight 
living  rooms,  with  closets  and  pantries 
for  the  convenience  of  his  famih',  and 
adding  a  summer  dining-room  to  com- 
plete the  comforts. 

In  1875  ^^  bought  eighty  acres  in  sec- 
tion 17,  just  opposite  the  road  north 
of  his  first  farm.  This  was  raw  prairie, 
and  has  been  fenced,  tiled  and  provided 
with  a  dug  well.  He  added  also  sixty 
acres  joining  on  the  east  of  section  17, 
which  had  an  old  barn  and  house. 
He  rebuilt  the  house,  changing  it  from  a 


building  one  and  a  half  stories  high,  con- 
taining four  rooms,  to  a  two-story  build- 
ing with  six  rooms.  His  son  now  lives  on 
this  farm.  He  married  Orlena  Alice 
Short,  who  was  born  in  Henry  county,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Samantha 
(Zeigler)  Short. 

Mr.  Hugh  Cozier  has  devoted  his  life 
to  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  but 
an  illness  in  1898  compelled  him  to  retire 
from  active  duties,  though  he  can  still 
advise  and  help  by  his  mature  judgment 
those  of  the  vounger  generation. 


DAVID  S.  M'COXXAUGHEY,  ^I.  D. 

Dr.  David  S.  McConnaughey  is  known 
throughout  the  counties  of  Washington 
and  Henry  as  an  able  professional  man 
of  experience,  ripened  by  years  of  prac- 
tice in  his  profession,  and  the  result  of 
this  experience  gives  ample  proof  of  the 
esteem  and  confidence  in  which  he  is  held 
by  the  community- 

Dr.  McConnaughey  was  born  in  Law- 
rence county,  Pennsylvania,  July  8,  1837, 
and  is  a  son  of  David  P.  and  Catherine 
( Thomson)  McConnaughey.  ^^''este^l 
Pennsylvania,  land  of  the  "Scotch  Irish," 
had  been  the  birthplace  of  the  family  for 
several  generations,  and  it  was  there  that 
the  parents  of  the  Doctor  were  born  and 
reared.  David  iMcConnaughey,  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subject,  and  the 
maternal  grandfather,  Alexander  Thom- 
son, were  both  soldiers  of  the  war  of 
1 8 12,  the  former  losing  his  life  in  that 
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struggle.  David  McConnaughey,  father 
of  Dr.  AlcConnaiighey,  was  bom  in  Lan- 
caster county  in  1805,  and  was  married 
in  Pennsylvania  to  Catherine  Thomson, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Indiana  county, 
that  state,  in  1804.  A  hatter  by  trade, 
David  McConnaughey  followed  that  pur- 
suit in  Pennsylvania  until  1853,  when  he 
removed  to  Denmark,  Lee  county,  Iowa, 
and  for  two  years  occupied  and  cultivated 
a  farm  which  he  rented.  In  1855,  wish- 
ing to  become  possessor  of  a  farm  of  his 
own,  he  went  to  ^\'"ashington  county, 
where  he  took  up  a  tract  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  land.  This  he  cultivated  and  im- 
proved, making  his  home  thereon  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1900,  while  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1888. 

Dr.  McConnaughey  spent  his  boyhood 
days  under  the  parental  roof,  and  had 
good  school  advantages,  which  enabled 
him  to  fit  himself  for  his  chosen  profes- 
sion. When  a  lad  in  Pennsylvania,  he 
attended  the  public  schools,  and  after  com- 
ing to  Iowa  became  a  pupil  of  Denmark 
Academy.  After  removing  to  Washington 
county,  he  entered  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian college  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
which  institution  was  afterward  wrecked 
by  wind  and  totally  destroyed  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  was  never  rebuilt.  While 
not  engaged  with  the  duties  of  the  school- 
room, Dr.  McConnaughey  worked  upon 
the  home  farm,  and  had  just  completed  a 
term  of  school  teaching  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  In  response  to 
the  nation's  call  for  troops,  he  enlisted  on 
the  I  St  of  November,  1861,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  F,  Eleventh  Iowa 
infantry.  The  regiment  was  attached  to 
the  western  division,  but  in  the  winter  of 


1 86 1 -2  Dr.  McConnaughey  became  dis- 
abled, and  on  account  of  illness  was  dis- 
charged. On  the  23rd  of  September, 
1862,  however,  when  the  Thirtieth  Infan- 
try regiment  of  Iowa  was  organized,  he 
again  enlisted,  joining  Company  K,  and 
received  the  appointment  of  quartermas- 
ter-sergeant of  the  regiment  on  the  field 
and  staff.  He  was  with  the  army  of  the 
west  at  Vicksburg,  and  participated  in  the 
Ijattle  of  Chickasaw  Bayou  on  the  28th 
of  December,  1862.  In  1863  he  was  again 
discharged,  and  this  time  returned  to  his 
home  in  \\'ashington  county. 

Having  determined  upon  the  practice 
of  medicine  as  a  life  work.  Dr.  ]^IcCon- 
naughey,  in  1865,  entered  Rush  Medical 
College  at  Chicago,  remaining  a  student 
in  that  institution  until  the  spring  of  1866, 
when  he  entered  the  Keokuk  (Iowa) 
Medical  College  and  received  his  diploma 
in  1867.  He  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Riverside,  Washington 
county,  where  he  remained  until  1869. 
when  he  removed  to  Way  land,  then  called 
Marshall,  practicing  here  for  seven  vears. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  he  again  re- 
turned to  Washington  count}'  and  after 
making  his  home  there  for  five  years  went 
to  Avoca,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  in 
active  practice  for  seven  years.  He  then 
again  went  to  Washington  county  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  his  children  better  busi- 
ness connections  and  opporunities,  but 
later  he  again  established  his  home  in 
Wayland,  where  he  has  since  lived. 

In  the  fall  following  his  graduation — 
in  October  1867 — Dr.  McConnaughey 
was  married  to  Miss  Josephine  Terrey,  a 
daughter  of  J.  L.  L.  and  Sarah  (Mounts) 
Terry,  for  many  years  residents  of  Wash- 
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ingtoii  county.  The  father  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  while  the  mother  was  born  in 
Indiana.  Both  came  of  ancestors  who 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
Terry  family  was  established  in  Virginia 
in  colonial  days  and  representatives  of  the 
name  removed  from  the  Old  Dominion  to 
Kentucky.  The  parents  of  ]\Ir.  Terry 
were  slave-holding  people,  but  he  became 
a  strong  anti-slavery  man.  He  was  also 
strenuously  opposed  to  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  He  possessed  strong  men- 
tality, marked  individuality  and  force  of 
character  and  became  widelv  and  favor- 

c 

ably  known.  He  located  in  Washington 
county  about  1837,  and  was  an  important 
factor  in  the  development  and  prog- 
ress of  that  part  of  the  state,  not 
only  along  material  lines  but  also 
in  upholding  the  legal,  political  and 
moral  status  of  the  community.  He 
was  a  typical  southern  gentleman  of 
high  spirit,  of  unquestioned  honor  and 
warm  impulses,  fearless  in  defending  ev- 
ery cause  that  he  believed  to  be  right.  His 
genuine  personal  worth  won  him  the  re- 
spect and  good  will  of  all  who  knew  him 
and  he  ever  stood  as  the  champion  of 
progress,  reform  and  improvement.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  McConnaughey,  was  born 
in  Washington  county,  Iowa,  and  by  her 
marriage  to  Dr.  McConnaughey  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  four  children,  but 
they  lost  one,  Baga  Zetta,  who  was  born 
in  1869  and  died  in  1879.  Those  still  liv- 
ing are :  Harry  David,  now  an  advertis- 
ing agent  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  James 
Terry,  a  physician  living  in  Olds,  Iowa; 
and  Grace,  at  home. 

Dr.    McConnaughey    belongs    to    the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is  an  ad- 


vocate of  its  doctrines  and  teachings.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  republican  but  does  not 
care  to  hold  office,  believing  that  his  first 
duty  is  to  his  profession.  He  has  long 
been  a  resident  of  Iowa  and  for  many 
years  of  the  village  where  he  is  now  re- 
siding. He  has  lived  during  the  nation's 
peril  and  offered  himself  with  courage 
and  enthusiasm  in  her  defense.  His  has 
also  been  a  life  of  usefulness  in  the  com- 
munity and  service  to  others,  devoted  to 
the  alleviation  of  sufferings  and  uplifting 
of  humanity. 


NESTOR  A.  J.  YOUNG. 

Nestor  A.  J.  Young,  who  has  lived  in 
Henry  county  for  sixty  years,  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  is  now  li\-ing  retired  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  having  passed  the  sev- 
enty-seventh milestone  on  life's  journey. 
He  is  therefore  enjoying  the  rest  which 
should  ever  come  with  advanced  years, 
when  life's  duties  at  an  earlier  date  have 
been  ably  and  faithfully  performed.  He 
was  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  October  22, 
1828,  his  parents  being  Nestor  and  Abi- 
gail (Emerson)  Young,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Nerw  Hampshire,  where 
the}^  were  reared.  The  father  was  a  house 
carpenter  by  trade  and  also  became  a  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
In  1846,  when  his  son,  N.  A.  J.  Young, 
was  seventeen  years  of  age  the  father 
came  west  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Heniy 
county  on  a  farm  three  and  a  half  miles 
northeast  of  Mount  Pleasant.  The  land 
was  then  raw  and  unimproved,  but  he  at 
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once  began    its   development  and   cnltiva- 
tion  and  made  a  good  home  for  his  famih' 
there.     He  engaged  in  preaching  as  a  local 
minister  of  the  Methodist  church,  devot- 
ing the  week  days  to  the  labors  of  his  farm, 
while  on  Sunday  he  took  his  place  in  the 
pulpit,  thus  continuing  in  active  life  until 
February,    1863,    when  he   was   called   to 
his  final  rest.     He  was  a  gallant  soldier  of 
the  war  of  1812  and  was  always  loyal  in 
citizenship.     In  his  political  views  he  was 
a  democrat  until  a  short  time  prior  to  his 
death,  when  he  became  a  republican.     Fra- 
ternally he  was  an  Odd  Fellow  and  both 
he  and  his   wife  were  life-long  members 
of  the  Methodist  church.     The  death  of 
Mrs.  Young  occurred  in  1863.    After  their 
sons  went  to  the  war  the  parents  returned 
to  Cincinnati,  where  they  had  a  daughter 
living,  and  both  are  buried  in  Spring  Grove 
cemetery   of   that   city.      In   their    family 
were   fourteen  children,   tweh'e  of  whom 
reached  adult  age,  ten  of  the  number  being 
girls.     The  eldest  child  died  unnamed  in 
infancy.     The  others  were:  Charles  F.  C, 
a  sailor;  Elmira  and  Jane,  twins,  both  de- 
ceased; Jonathan  E.  C,  Mary  Ann,  Susan 
M.  G.,  and  Harriet,  her  remains  now  lying 
buried  in  the  old  cemeteiy  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, all  of  whom  have  passed  away;  N.  A. 
J.,  of  this  review;  Eliza  and  Julie,  both 
deceased;  Arthur  M.  B.,  who  served  for 
ten  montlis  in  the  Civil  war  and  then  be- 
cause of  injuries  had  to  return  home,   is 
now   a   resident  of   Colorado  City,    Colo- 
rado; Helen,  who  became  the  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Tracy  and  after  his  death  wedded  a 
Mr.  Thompson,   \^'hile  her  third  husl)and 
is  Mr.  Jordan,  with  whom  she  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  Fanny, 
who  died  when  four  years  of  age. 


Nestor  A.  J.  Young  is  largely  self-edu- 
cated, having  acquired  the  greater  part  of 
his  knowledge  through  reading  and  ex- 
perience. He  spent  six  or  eight  months 
in  study  in  a  district  school  in  Ohio  and 
he  remained  on  'a  farm  with  his  father 
until  about  the  time  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. In  the  meantime,  however,  he 
learned  and  followed  the  carpenter's  trade 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  fields. 
He  was  afterward  employed  by  his 
brother-in-law  in  Ohio  in  a  men's  furnish- 
ing goods  store,  and  as  the  years  passed 
he  embraced  every  opportunity  that  he  be- 
lieved was  for  his  own  advancement  in 
the  business  world. 

On  the  i8th  of  July,  1850,  Mr.  Young 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
J.  \Villlx>urn,  a  daughter  of  Zachariah  and 
Ellen  ( Plunkett)  Willbourn  and  a  native 
of  Sang-amon  county.  Illinois,  born  May 
29,  183 1.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky and  her  mother  in  Georgia.  They 
were  fanning  people  and  Mr.  Willbourn 
also  conducted  a  stone  yard.  In  1833  he 
came  to  Iowa,  when  the  Indians  were  far 
more  numerous  than  the  white  settlers  and 
wild  deer  roamed  at  will  over  the  prairies 
or  through  the  forests.  He  engaged  in 
farming  in  Henry  county,  aiding  in  the 
reclamation  of  the  district  for  the  uses 
of  civilization.  He  operated  the  first  horse 
power  grist  mill  in  the  county,  also  had  a 
water  power  sawmill,  while  from  his 
quarry  he  furnished  much  of  the  stone  for 
the  State  Asylum.  In  1840  he  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  and. 
his  death  (xcurred  on  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber. 1879.  both  being  interred  near  their 
old  home  in  this  county.  Mr.  Willbourn 
was-  a  stalwart  democrat,  but  at  the  time 
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of  the  Civil  war  ^^•as  an  athocate  of  the 
Union  cause  and  \\as  very  generous  in  liis 
assistance  to  the  soldiers.  He  was  also 
charitable  to  those  in  need  and  freely  ex- 
tended a  helping  hand  to  those  who  were 
wcrthy  of  assistance.  He  held  member- 
ship in  the  Baptist  church,  while  his  wife 
belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  In 
their  family  were  eight  children :  ]\Ia- 
tilda,  who  is  the  widow  of  Mathew  Wil- 
son and  resides  in  Cass  county,  Iowa ;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Young;  Allen  K..  deceased; 
Robert  Randolph;  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
John  Danbrun,  of  Des  Moinps;  Nancy  El- 
len, had  one  child,  deceased;  two  who  died 
in  infancy. 

In  1862  Mr.  Young  left  his  family. 
feeling  that  his  first  duty  was  to  his 
country  in  her  hour  of  peril  and  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  on  the  23d  of  September 
of  that  year  for  a  term  of  three  years  as  a 
member  of  Company  K,  Thirtieth  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Mr.  Young  had  com- 
mand of  a  company,  serving  with  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant,  the  captain  being  de- 
tailed as  assistant  surgeon.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  first  attack  on  A^icksburg — the 
battle  of  Haines  Bluff — and  was  also  in 
the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post.  After  the 
last  named  battle  he  was  in  the  hospital  for 
two  months,  when  on  account  of  disability 
he  was  compelled  to  resign.  The  resigna- 
tion was  accepted,  to  take  effect  June  4, 
1863.  Followdng  his  return  from  the  war 
he  was  in  ver}-  poor  health  for  a  }-ear  or 
two  and  remained  upon  his  farm  in  Wash- 
ington countv\  Iowa.  Afterward,  how- 
e\'er,  he  sold  this  property  and  bought  an 
improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres    in    Trenton    township,    in     Henry 


county,  where  he  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  three  years.  He  then 
rented  that  place  and  bought  another  fann, 
but  he  also  rented  that  land,  and  has  lived 
in  Mount  Pleasant  since  1874,  having  in 
that  year  retired  from  acti\-e  connection 
with  agricultural  interests,  although  still 
owning  nearly  two  hundred  acres  in  Salem 
township.  In  1875,  however,  he  became 
collector  for  Cole  Brothers,  his  territory 
covering  six  counties  near  the  center  of  the 
state.  On  the  i6th  of  February,  1905,  he 
])urchased  his  present  attractive  home  at 
No.  300  West  Monroe  street,  where  he  is 
now  living  retired. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  has  been 
Ijorn  one  son,  Emmet  C,  who  was  born 
July  21,  185 1,  in  Hemw  county  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Tippecanoe  township.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Emma  Virginia  Scott  and  they 
had  five  children,  of  whom  three  are  liv- 
ing. Genevieve  M.  is  the  wife  of  !vlalan 
Harshbarger,  a  farmer.  Hubert  Elmer, 
who  is  also  a  farmer,  married  Elizabeth 
Lee  and  has  eight  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  living;  Anna  May.  Alyrtle  E.,  Mary, 
Masel,  Andrew,  Elsie  and  an  infant  daugh- 
ter. Jessie  E.  married  Manly  Frazier.  a 
fanner,  and  has  two  children,  Emmet  and 
Len.  They  celebrated  their  siher  wedding 
when  they  had  traveled  life's  journey  to- 
gether for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In 
1900  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  at  their  pleasant 
home  on  East  Madison  street,  the  Grand 
Army  Post  and  \\'oman's  Relief  Corps,  as 
well  as  many  other  friends  being  in  at- 
tendance, and  now  they  ha\e  lived  as  man 
and  wife  for  fifty-five  years,  sharing  witli 
each  other  in  the  joys  and  sorrows,  ad- 
\'ersity  and  prosperity  which  checker  the 
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careers  of  all.  They  are  a  most  worthy, 
respected  and  esteemed  couple  of  Henry 
count}'.  They  liaA-e  seen  many  changes 
here  as  the  county  has  emerged  from  pio- 
neer conditions  and  taken  on  its  present 
advantages  and  improvements.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Young  has  always  been  a  demo- 
crat, his  first  office  being  that  of  road  su- 
pervisor, while  he  resigned  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  in  order  to  form  his 
company  and  join  the  army  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war.  He  has  also  been  school 
director,  marshal  and  constable  in  Alount 
Pleasant.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  de- 
voted members  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  at  one  time  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  stewards.  His  life  has  been 
honorable,  his  actions  manly  and  sincere, 
and  though  he  has  never  sought  public 
notoriety  that  would  gain  him  reputation 
outside  of  his  home  district,  he  has  in  the 
daily  affairs  of  life,  by  faithful  discharge 
of  duty  and  by  loyalty  to  right  rules  of 
conduct,  won  the  regard  and  good  will 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 


SANFORD   BOYD. 

Sanford  Boyd,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  in  Tippecanoe  township,  is 
a  native  of  Ohio,  his  birth  having. oc- 
curred in  Guernsey  county  on  the  nth  of 
April,  1852  His  father,  Thomas  Boyd, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  when 
he  had  arrived  at  years  of  maturity  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Abels,  who  was 
born   in    Ohio,    and   whose    father,    John 


Abels,  became  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Tippecanoe  township,  Henry  county, 
Iowa.  He  was  well  known  as  a  pioneer 
resident  and  contributed  in  substantial 
measure  to  the  work  of  early  development 
and  improvement  here.  The  marriage  of 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Boyd  was  celebrated  in 
Ohio,  where  they  owned  a  farm,  which  he 
continued  to  operate  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  passed  away  April  29,  1869, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  his  birth 
having  occurred  March  10,  1805.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  January  24,  18 12, 
died  on  the  27th  of  February,  1892,  hav- 
ing reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty 
years.  In  their  family  were  eleven  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  five  daughters,  of 
whom  Sanford  Boyd  is  the  youngest. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  he  pur- 
sued a  limited  education,  but  his  oppor- 
tunities in  that  direction  were  somewhat 
meagre  for  his  services  were  needed  upon 
the  home  farm.  He  remained  at  home  un- 
til sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  left  Ohio 
and  came  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  with  his 
sister-in-law.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources 
and  whatever  success  he  has  achieved  is 
attributable  entirely  to  his  labors.  He  was 
employed  for  a  few  months  in  various  ca- 
pacities and  then  took  up  farm  work  for 
he  believed  that  the  outdoor  existence 
would  prove  beneficial  to  his  health,  which 
was  in  a  somewhat  precarious  condition, 
his  lungs  seeming  to  be  affected.  He  con- 
tinued to  labor  as  a  fann  hand  for  three 
and  a  half  years  and  was  greatly  benefited 
by  this  life  in  the  open  air. 

On  the  expiration  of  that  period  Mr. 
Boyd  was  married  on  the  26th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1878,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilson,  who 
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was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Henry 
count}',  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  M.  and 
Salhe  (Davis)  Wilson,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Indianapohs,  Indiana,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Ohio.  Her  paternal  grandfather 
was  John  Wilson  and  her  maternal  grand- 
father John  Davis,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  his  marriage  Mr.  Boyd 
rented  a  tract  of  land  in  Baltimore  town- 
ship, whereon  he  lived  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  then  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  a  farm  in  Center  township  for  one 
year.  He  next  removed  two  miles  south 
of  Mount  Pleasant  in  the  same  township, 
making  his  home  upon  that  property  for 
three  years,  when  his  savings  justified  his 
purchase  of  land  and  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  the  southern 
part  of  Center  township.  To  this  he 
added  twenty  acres  and  he  improved  the 
place  by  additions  to  the  house  and  barn 
and  in  other  ways,  at  the  same  time  keep- 
ing his  fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, so  that  as  the  years  passed  he  pros- 
pered. He  continued  to  reside  upon  this 
place  until  1893,  when  he  sold  and  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  years.  In  1896  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  on  section  12,  Tippecanoe  township. 
This  had  been  improved  and  with  char- 
acteristic energy  he  began  its  further  cul- 
tivation and  development.  Later  he  added 
to  it  sixty-four  acres  and  a  further  pur- 
chase extended  the  boundaries  of  the 
farm  to  include  forty  more  acres.  He  has 
since  remodeled  the  house,  making  a  mod- 
ern residence  with  good  cellar  underneath. 
He  has  also  built  barns  and  remodeled 
the  other  buildings  upon  the  place  and  his 
farm  is  now  neat  and  thriftv  in  appear- 


ance and  gives  evidence  of  the  careful  su- 
pervision of  a  painstaking  and  progres- 
sive owner.  While  living  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant he  was  the  owner  of  a  good  residence 
on  Locust  street,  which  he  occupied  for 
three  years  and  then  sold  upon  returning 
to  farm  life.  Again,  however,  he  went  to 
Mount  Pleasant  in  1902,  and  bought  a 
home  at  the  corner  of  Jay  and  Henry 
streets,  where  he  lived  for  two  years,  when 
he  once  more  sold  out  and  n  the  fall  of 
1904  again  took  up  his  aliode  upon  his 
farm. 

Unto  Mr.  and  ]Mrs.  Boyd  have  been  born 
seven  children :  Myrtle,  who  was  born 
August  28,  1881 ;  Ralph,  who  was  born 
January  24,  1883.  and  is  now  engaged  in 
teaming  in  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he 
makes  his  home;  Grace,  born  February  t8, 
1885;  Earl  S.,  October  13,  1891;  Walter, 
Septembers,  1894;  Gladys,  May  8,  1897; 
and  Edith,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1899. 
The  youngest  daughter  was  badly  burned 
by  an  accident,  from  which  she  did  not  re- 
cover for  seven  months.  A  small  lioy  in 
trying  to  light  a  candle  put  a  taper  into  the 
stove  and  thereby  set  fire  to  the  dress  of 
little  Edith,  and  but  for  the  timely  arrival 
of  her  mother  and  a  neighbor  she  would 
have  been  burned  to  death.  She  has,  how- 
ever, now  reco^'ered  from  her  injuries. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  have  a  wide  and 
favorable  acquaintance  in  this  county, 
where  her  entire  life  has  been  passed  and 
where  Mr.  Boyd  has  lived  for  about  thir- 
tv-se\'en  vears.  Throughout  this  period  he 
has  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  men  who  class  him  with 
the  citizens  of  genuine  worth,  whose  reli- 
ability, business  integrity  and  loyalty  to 
the  general  good  have  made  them  promi- 
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iient  residents  of  their  community.  Mr. 
Boyd  has  served  as  school  director  in  Cen- 
ter township,  and  fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at 
Mount  Pleasant  maintaining  pleasant  rela- 
tionship w^ith  his  brethren  of  that  or- 
e"anization. 


SIMON  B.  W'YSE. 


Simon  B.  \\'yse.  at  one  time  an  active 
factor  in  mercantile  circles  in  Wayland, 
and  secretary  of  the  Wayland  Telephone 
Company,  and  also  of  the  \\''ayland  Invest- 
ment Company,  is  a  native  of  Fulton 
county,  Ohio,  born  on  the  22(1  of  July, 
1844.  He  comes  of  Swiss  ancestry,  his 
parents,  Peter  and  Catherine  (Brandt) 
Wyse,  having  both  been  natives  of  Swit- 
zerland. In  early  life,  however,  they  left 
the  land  of  the  Alps  and  came  to  the  new 
world,  their  marriage  being  celebrated  in 
Ohio,  where  unto  them  \\'ere  born  nine 
sons  and  three  daughters.  He  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming  in  Ohio,  owning 
a  good  tract  of  land  there,  his  attention 
being  devoted  to  its  further  development 
and  improvement  until  his  life's  labors 
were  ended  in  death  in  1856.  His  widow* 
afterward  sold  the  place. 

Simon  B.  \\'yse  was  a  youth  of  only 
twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  fa- 
ther's death  and  he  remained  at  home  with 
his  mother  until  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority. He  attended  the  common  schools 
and  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farm  lads,  devoting  the  summer  months 
to  the  work  of  the  fields,  while  in  the  win- 


ter seasons  he  pursued  his  studies.  In 
1867  he  became  a  resident  of  Jefferson 
township,  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  spent 
two  years  at  work  as  a  farm  laborer.  With 
the  capital  he  had  then  acquired  through 
his  earnings  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Trenton  town- 
ship and  resided  thereon  for  twelve  years, 
giving  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  land.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  rented  the  farm  and 
in  the  fall  of  1893  came  to  \A'ayland, 
where  he  embarked  in  general  merchandis- 
ing in  connection  with  C.  F.  Jacobs,  this 
relationship  being  maintained  for  three 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  ]\Ir.  Jacobs 
sold  his  interest  to  C.  C.  Schantz.  AMien 
only  three  years  had  passed  ]\Ir.  Wyse 
purchased  Mr.  Schantz's  interest  in  the 
iDusiness  and  continued  alone  in  general 
merchandising  until  1901,  when  he  sold 
out  to  J.  F.  Conrad  and  retired  altog"ether 
from  the  trade.  He  had  for  almost 
twenty  years  been  connected  with  com- 
mercial interests  in  the  town  and  had 
become  well  known  as  a  representative  of 
business  life  in  Wayland,  where  his 
straightforward  methods,  his  earnest  pur- 
pose and  his  indefatigable  energy  had  se- 
cured for  him  a  growing  and  profitable 
trade.  About  1900  he  sold  his  farm,  but 
he  now  owns  his  residence  in  \A'ayland, 
which  stands  in  the  midst  of  two  acres  of 
ground.  He  also  owns  a  house  and  one 
acre  in  another  part  of  the  town.  Alore- 
over  he  is  financially  interested  in  impor- 
tant business  enterprises,  being  the  secre- 
tary and  a  stockholder  of  the  AVayland 
Telephone  Company.  He  is  also  secre- 
tary of  the  Wayland  Investment  Company 
organized    for   the   purjxjse   of   improving 
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and  laying  out  town  lots.  The  company 
upon  its  organization,  in  1902.  owned 
forty  lots,  and  that  success  has  crowned 
their  efforts  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
they  have  only  eight  lots  remaining  at  this 
writing,  in  the  winter  of  1905-6. 

Mr.  Wyse  has  been  married  twice.  In 
May,  1870,  he  wedded  Miss  Hannah  Con- 
rad, who  was  born  in  \\^ayne  county, 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Henry  count^■  in  her 
girlhood  days.  There  were  four  children 
born  of  this  marriage :  Ella,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Tacoma,  \\'ashington ;  Emma,  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Davis,  of  this  township; 
Frank,  of  San  Francisco,  California;  and 
Lester,  who  is  a  student  in  Ames  Col- 
lege. The  wife  and  mother  died  in  De- 
cember, 1885.  In  October.  1889,  Mr. 
Wyse  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary 
Schantz,  who  was  born  in  W^ashington 
county,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian and  Barbara  (Rich)  Schantz,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Switzerland.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children.  By  the 
second  marriage  there  are  two  children : 
Leola  and  Emerson,  both  residing  at 
home. 

Mr.  \\'yse  \'otes  with  the  democracy 
and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politi- 
cal affairs  in  his  locality.  He  was  ap- 
pointed trustee  of  Trenton  township,  also 
of  Jefferson  township,  and  was  clerk  of 
Trenton  tow^nship.  Since  1903  he  has 
been  president  of  the  school  board  of  W^ay- 
land,  and  has  exercised  his  official  preroga- 
tives for  the  benefit  of  the  cause  of  public 
instruction.  He  belongs  to  the  Mennonite 
church,  and  is  an  esteemed  and  worthy 
citizen,  who  in  all  life's  relations  has  mer- 
ited the  trust  and  confidence  so  uniformly 
extended  to  him.     In  his  business  interests 


he  has  been  found  reliable  and  energetic 
and  his  well  directed  lators  have  brought 
him  a  measure  of  success  wdiich  numbers 
him  among  the  men  of  affluence  in  Way- 
land  and  enables  him  to  enjoy  a  well 
earned  rest. 


ORVILLE  HOW^E  KEITH. 

Orville  Howe  Keith  is  a  wide-awake, 
alert,  and  enterprising  business  man, 
who  in  Wayland  is  conducting  an 
elevator  business  and  also  is  engaged 
in  dealing  in  grain,  seeds,  coal,  and 
tile.  He  is  yet  a  young  man  and 
is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  the  county,  his 
birth  ha^•ing  occurred  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship on  the  1 2th  of  July.  1874.  His  fa- 
ther, John  Wesley  Keith,  was  born  in  In- 
diana and  was  married  in  that  state  to 
Miss  Susan  E.  Campbell,  who  was  also 
born  there  and  was  a  daughter  of  Hugh 
Campbell.  They  removed  from  Indiana 
to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  where  they  located 
upon  a  farm  given  them  b}"  her  father  and 
comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  unimproved  land  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship. It  was  a  tract  of  raw  prairie  on 
^^•hich  Mr.  Keith  broke  the  sod  and  pre- 
pared the  fields  for  cultivation.  He  built 
a  house  and  barn,  tilled  the  land  and  in 
course  of  time  garnered  rich  harvests.  .\s 
the  vears  passed  by  he  i)rospered  in  his 
undertakings  and  as  his  financial  resources 
increased  he  added  to  his  original  pni])erty 
until  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  from 
active  business  life,  in  1892.  he  was  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 
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He  removed  to  Wayland,  where  he  and 
his  wife  yet  make  their  home.  For  a  long 
period  he  was  an  active  factor  in  agricul- 
tural circles  and  his  labors  were  attended 
with  a  measure  of  success  that  now  sup- 
plies him  with  all  of  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Orville  Howe  Keitli  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his  parents' 
home,  and  in  his  early  boyhood  pursued 
his  studies  in  the  district  schools  near  by. 
He  afterward  attended  the  Iowa  Wesley  an 
University  for  two  years  and  also  pursued 
a  commercial  course  in  Elliott's  Business 
College  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  being  thus 
well  equipped  for  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  a  practical  business  career.  He 
also  received  ample  training  at  farm  labor, 
continuing  at  home  with  his  parents  until 
they  removed  to  Wayland  in  1891,  and, 
after  his  commercial  course  entered  as 
an  assistant  in  his  father's  hardware  store, 
in  Wayland,  Iowa,  whe];e  he  had  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Gardener  &  Roth  in 
189 1.  Mr.  Keith  was  then  married  on  the 
ist  of  January,  1896,  to  Miss  Edna  Earl 
Livingston,  who  was  born  in  Wayland  and 
pursued  her  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  town.  Her  parents  were  D.  M.  and 
Susan  (Vansant)  Livingston,  residents  of 
Wayland.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  a  daughter  and  two  sons :  Helen  F., 
born  May  26,  1897;  Lloyd  Wesley,  born 
March  23,  1900;  and  Max  Livingston, 
February  12,  1904. 

For  a  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Keith 
rented  a  farm  in  Washington  county,  and 
then  took  up  his  abode  upon  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  cultivated  and  improved 
for  two  years.  In  1900  he  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  a  business  in  Wayland,  be- 


coming a  dealer  in  grain,  seeds,  hay  and 
straw,  in  connection  with  A.  D.  Hayes. 
This  relation  was  continued  for  nearly  a 
year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Hayes 
sold  out  to  C.  M.  Roth,  who  sold  his  in- 
terest of  P.  P.  Showalter  on  the  23d  of 
November,  1903.  In  the  same  year  they 
began  dealing  in  coal  and  are  now  the  only 
merchants  handling  this  fuel  in  Wayland. 
They  also  have  the  only  grain  elevator 
here,  and  they  also  own  and  operate  an 
elevator  at  Coppock,  Iowa.  They  also 
handle  brick  and  tile  in  connection  with 
grain  '  and  seeds,  and  their  business  is 
rapidly  increasing.  They  weigh  all  the 
stock  in  this  locality  and  are  in  control 
of  a  trade  which  has  now  reached  ex- 
tensive proportions,  bringing  to  them  a 
g"ood  annual  return. 

Mr.  Keith  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  in  the  work  of 
which  he  takes  an  active  and  helpful  part. 
He  served  as  trustee  from  1902  until  1904, 
inclusive,  and  since  1904  has  been  steward. 
He  votes  with  the  democracy,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1902  was  elected  township  clerk. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  keen  business  in- 
sight and  sagacity,  and  added  to  this  is 
an  unabating  energy  which  enables  him  to 
readily  master  business  situations  and 
work  his  way  steadily  upward. 


WILLIAM  CLAIBORN  HUNT. 

There  is  no  name  in  Des  Moines  county 
which  carries  with  it  more  of  integrity,  of 
uprightness,  of  earnest  citizenship,  or  calls 
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forth  more  universal  expressions  of  re- 
gard, than  that  of  W.  Claiborn  Hunt,  now 
among  the  oldest  settlers  in  the  county. 
Whatever  of  virtue  in  the  character  of 
Mr.  Hunt,  whatever  of  quality  in  his  li\'- 
ing,  has  been  directly  founded  upon  traits 
inherited  from  an  ancestry  rich  in  the  vir- 
tues of  patriotism,  loyalty,  steadfastness, 
and  principle,  which  today  places  him  in 
the  foremost  ranks  of  the  highly  honored 
and  respected  men  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Hunt  was  born  January  21,  18 18, 
in  Bond  county,  Illinois,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  Bael  and  Esther  (Bartlett)  Hunt. 
His  father  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, February  2,  1771,  and  located  in 
Bond  county  in  181 1,  where  he  bought  a 
large  farm,  and  was  engaged  in  general 
farming  for  many  years.  He  died  Febru- 
ary 21,  1850,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Greenbrier  county,  West  Virginia, 
June  27,  1773,  and  survived  her  hus- 
band eight  years,  dying  September  10, 
1858.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  all  are  dead  but  three: 
Claiborn,  of  this  review;  Esther,  the  wife 
of  Peter  L.  DelasHmutt,  of  Montgomery 
county,  Iowa;  and  Louise  Hunt,  who  re- 
sides near  Chicago.  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Hunt 
were  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  the  latter  w'as  a  firm  democrat, 
but  by  no  means  an  office  seeker.  He 
served  all  through  the  war  of  18 12,  sta- 
tioned at  Edwardsville,  Madison  county, 
Illinois. 

Claiborn  Hunt  attended  the  district 
schools  in  Bond  county  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  later  pursued  his  studies  in  a 
little  old  log  schoolhouse  in  McDonough 
countv,  Illinois.     He  then  remained  on  his 


father's  farm  till  he  was  about  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Eddy- 
ville,  Iowa,  in  1836,  and  lived  alone  on  a 
piece  of  land  for  a  while. 

On  November  21,  1843,  ^^i*-  Hunt 
married  Miss  Ann  Smith,  who  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Martha  (Ellison)  Smith, 
and  was  born  in  Sutton,  England,  August 
15,  182 1.  A  full  history  of  her  parents 
will  appear  in  the  sketch  of  her  brother, 
Samuel  Smith,  on  another  page  of  this 
book.  Mrs.  Hunt  was  educated  in  the 
Moravian  school,  in  England,  and  came 
to  America  in  1835  '^'^'i^h  her  parents.  Af- 
ter the  marriage  of  this  worthy  couple  they 
settled  on  forty  acres  of  land  in  Union 
township,  Des  Moines  county,  and  at  first 
lived  in  a  little  log  house  in  the  old-fash- 
ioned pioneer  times.  From  time  to  time 
he  added  more  land,  made  the  improve- 
ments of  a  substantial  kind,  which  are  nec- 
essaiy  for  the  progressive  farmer,  and 
built  a  comfortable  brick  residence.  He 
carried  on  farming  and«stock-raising,  and 
continued  to  live  on  this  farm,  which  had 
increased  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
under  his  careful  management  and  gen- 
eral supervision  for  over  fifty-seven  years. 
In  1 90 1  Mr.  Hunt  sold  his  entire  farm, 
and  shortly  afterward  moved  to  the  city 
of  Burlington  and  purchased  a  beautiful 
home  at  10 1  Woodla\\n  avenue,  where  he 
and  ]\Irs.  Hunt  can  have  more  frequent 
social  intercourse  with  their  many  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  spend  the  evening 
of  their  active  and  well  spent  lives  in  ease 
and  pleasure.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt 
were  born  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are 
still  living:  Laura,  married  Albert  Gunn, 
of  Cobden,  Illinois,  and  died  in  1901, 
leaving    three  children,  Josephine,    Lucy 
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Elizabeth,  and  George;  William  A.,  an 
employe  of  the  Rand  Lumber  Company,  of 
Burlington,  Iowa,  residing  at  loi  Wood- 
lawn  avenue.  He  has  one  son,  Harvey, 
who  is  a  railway  postal  clerk,  and  lives 
with  his  parents.  Josephine  died  vSeptem- 
ber  28,  1872.  Esther  is  the  wife  of  H. 
J.  Whipple,  who  had  three  children  by  his 
former  marriage.  Amy.  Elsie  and  James, 
who  are  students  in  a  Boston  college.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Whipple  formerly  resided  in 
South  Dakota,  but  now  live  in  Cuba. 
Charles  C,  who  is  also  in  Cuba  with  hi-D 
sister.  Martha  B.  married  Fremont  Jack- 
son and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Kansas.  She 
has  three  children.  Claiborn,  Josephine 
Denirah  and  Frances.  Francis  Bell,  a 
farmer  in  Burlington  township,  who  has 
three  children,  Xixon  Claiborn,  Gray  and 
Robert.  Dr.  John  P.,  a  prosperous  den- 
tist in  Mount  Pleasant.  Iowa,  has  seven 
children,  Ethel  May,  James.  Arthur.  Paul, 
Annie  Christine,  Alice  and  Walter. 

Mrs.  Hunt  has  .been  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  church  for  over  fifty 
}Tars.  and  in  her  younger  days  was  much 
interested  in  Sunday-school  work.  j\Iv. 
Hunt  has  always  cast  his  vote  for  the 
democratic  candidates,  but  did  not  care 
for  office,  though  he  served  his  township 
as  school  director  for  six  years.  Time  has 
dealt  gently  with  this  aged  and  worthy 
couple,  as  soon  the  sixty-third  anniversary 
of  their  marriage  will  Ije  celebrated — a 
happy  occurrance  which  falls  to  the  lot  of 
but  very  few.  ^Irs.  Hunt  made  a  visit 
to  the  land  of  her  birth  alone  several  j^ears 
ago,  and  Mr.  Hunt  is  also  physically  able 
to  visit  his  children  often.  They  have 
noted  many  vast  changes  in  the  county 
during    their    long    sojourn    throug"h    life. 


and  can  give  some  very  interesting  ac- 
counts of  the  pioneer  times  of  fifty  years 
ago.  Wdiat  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  have  ac- 
complished in  life  by  their  moral  and  up- 
right lives  cannot  be  measured  in  words; 
the  fruits  of  their  living  will  go  on  be- 
yond the  borders  of  the  present,  and  blos- 
som again,  bringing  into  the  lives  of  those 
yet  to  come  the  beauty  and  richness  of  un- 
selfish pioneer  lives,  strong  in  the  elements 
upon  which  a  statehood  is  always  founded. 


JOHN  P.  HUNT,  D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  John  P.  Hunt,  practicing  his  pro- 
fession in  Mount  Pleasant  since  1900, 
with  constantly  growing  success  that  is 
indicative  of  his  efficient,  modern  methods 
and  his  business  ability  as  well,  was  born 
in  Burlington  on  the  13th  of  September. 
1863.  ^  son  of  Claybourne  and  Ann 
(  Smith)  Hunt.  The  common  schools  in 
the  Hunt  settlement  afforded  him  his  early 
educational  privileges  and  he  afterward  at- 
tended the  Burlington  Academy  and  the 
Iowa  State  University,  at  Iowa  City.  In 
the  latter  institution  he  prepared  for  his 
profession,  being  graduated  from  the  den- 
tal department  with  the  class  of  1885.  He 
then  located  for  practice  at  Pella.  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  for  eig'ht  years,  and 
while  there  was  interested  in  the  Central 
University,  n()^^'  known  as  Central  Col- 
lege, of  which  he  was  trustee  and  secretary 
for  nearly  seven  years,  doing  effective  serv- 
ice for.  its  ui)bui](ling  and  improvement. 
In  1893  he  removed  to  DesAIoines.  Iowa, 
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where  he  engaged  11  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, receiving  a  Hberal  share  of  the 
pubHc  support,  l)ut  in  1900  he  disposed  of 
his  business  interests  there  and  came  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  induced  to  this  step  by 
the  fact  that  he  preferred  a  residence  in 
a  small  town  and  also  by  reason  of  the  su- 
jDerior  educational  advantages  that  he 
could  here  afford  his  children. 

In  ]\Iount  Pleasant  Dr.  Hunt  became 
the  successor  of  Dr.  Beers,  a  successful 
dentist  who  for  many  years  has  been  a 
successful  practitioner  at  this  place. 
Through  his  personal  ability  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  holding  the  patronage  of  his 
predecessor  and  also  adding  to  it.  and  to- 
day he  has  a  large  business  that  brings 
him  gratifying  financial  returns  annually. 
He  practices  along  modern,  scientific  lines, 
keeping  in  touch  with  the  advanced  thought 
of  the  profesfion.  its  experiments  and  dis- 
coveries. In  no  calling  has  there  been 
more  rapid  ad\ance  than  there  has  in  den- 
tistry. The  methods  of  practice  have  been 
entirely  revolutionized  within  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  and  Dr.  Hunt  in  his 
work  employs  onl}'  the  most  modern  meth- 
ods and  yet  those  whose  practical  utility 
have  been  proven.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  Southeastern  Iowa  Dental 
Societv,  in  which  he  is  still  associated. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1889,  Dr. 
Hunt  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Sex- 
ton, of  Pella,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  J.  B. 
Sexton,  now  of  Des  Moines,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  seven  children,  Ethel  M., 
James  C,  Arthur  E.,  John  Paul,  Anna 
C,  Alice  Sarah  and  Walter  Sexton. 

Dr.  and  ]Mrs.  Hunt  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  church,  and  while  in  Pella  he  served 
as  deacon  and  clerk  of  the  church  and  as 


superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  tak- 
ing a  most  active  and  helpful  interest  in 
the  various  departments  of  church  activ- 
ity. He  has  transferred  his  membership 
to  the  church  in  Mount  Pleasant,  but  has 
had  no  opportunity  for  ofificial  sen-ice,  al- 
though requested  to  accept  office.  He  has 
purchased  here  a  pleasant  home  and  a  farm 
of  twenty-one  acres  on  South  Main  street, 
and  there  spends  his  leisure  hours  after 
putting  aside  the  professional  duties  of  the 
day.  Genial  in  manner,  with  a  deference 
for  the  opinions  of  others  that  arises  from 
true  courtesy.  Dr.  Hunt  has  gained  many 
friends  and  much  personal  popularit}". 


WILLIAM   LO\'ETTE   POWELL. 

W.  L.  Powell,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  business  in  Mount  Pleasant  and 
is  thoroughly  conversant  with  realty 
values  in  this  city  and  section  of  the  state, 
\\'as  born  near  Columbus,  Franklin  county, 
Ohio,  January  14,  185 1,  a  son  of  George 
W.  and  Nancy  (McCracken)  Powell.  The 
father  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  when  a  young  man  went  to 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1864.  In  that  year  he  arrived  in  Lee 
county,  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  county  in  Ma- 
rion township.  His  entire  life  was  devoted 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  died  May, 
1883.  He  was  a  liberal  democrat  and  held 
\'arious  township  offices  in  Lee  county. 
A  lifelong  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  he  took  an  active  and  help- 
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ful  part  in  its  work  and  filled  all  of  the 
local  offices  of  the  church  save  that  of 
preacher.  His  wife  was  born  and  reared 
in  Ohio  and  by  their  marriage  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  ten  are  living.  Clarissa  A.,  the 
eldest,  married  W.  A.  Geese  and  they  re- 
side in  Mount  Hamill,  Iowa.  They  have 
five  children :  Otis  Taft,  a  civil  engineer 
in  Arkansas;  Emma,  who  married  Elijah 
Tyner,  who  resides  upon  a  farm  near  Sa- 
lem, Iowa,  and  by  whom  she  has  six  chil- 
dren; Effie,  the  wife  of  Frank  A\'orthing- 
ton,  paymaster  in  the  Western  Wheel 
Scraper  Works,  at  x\urora,  Illinois; 
Frank,  who  resides  upon  a  farm  near 
Mount  Hamill,  and  married  Letitia 
Brown;  and  Nannie,  who  married  Joseph 
Reid,  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Aurora,  Illi- 
nois. Syrena  Powell,  the  second  child  of 
George  W.  Powell,  married  Oliver 
Hempy,  by  whom  she  had  three  children. 
Ella  married  William  King,  near  Parsons, 
Kansas.  They  have  ten  living  children,  Ida, 
now  the  wife  of  E.  Hough,  a  merchant  of 
Mount  Hamill.  They  have  one  son.  Ol- 
ive, who  married  Rev.  J.  L.  Dimmitt,  a 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  Sturgis,  South  Dakota.  They 
have  three  children.  Her  second  husband 
was  Mathew  Newby.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newby  are:  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Sherman  Taylor,  a  farmer  of  Cedar 
township,  Lee  county,  Iowa;  Alta,  a  mis- 
sionary of  the  Methodist  church,  in  Nan- 
chang,  China;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Clyde 
Bell,  a  farmer  living  near  Mount  Hamill; 
Ada  and  Edward,  twins,  at  home;  and 
Joseph,  who  married  Anna  Bell,  a  sister 
of  Clyde  Bell,  also  near  Mount  Hamill, 
Iowa. 


J.  T.  Powell,  the  third  member  of  the 
family  of  George  W.  Powell,  resides  near 
LaCrew,  Iowa.  He  married  Miss  Clara 
Miller,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  they  have 
five  children :  Elmer,  a  farmer  of  Davis 
county,  Iowa,  who  married  Ollie  Cald- 
well; Nannie,  the  wife  of  Commodore 
Dawson,  a  farmer  near  LaCrew;  Aldia, 
who  married  Berry  Paschal,  and  has  one 
child,  their  home  also  being  on  a  farm  near 
LaCrew;  Emma,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa; 
and  Lulu,  the  wife  of  William  Young, 
a  farmer,  near  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  David 
M.  Powell,  the  fourth  member  of  the  fam- 
ily, married  Miss  Arey  Overton,  and  re- 
sides in  Cedar  township,  Lee  county.  They 
had  three  children :  George,  of  Lee 
county,  who  married  Luella  Ransom;  Dr. 
Charles  Powell,  near  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
who  married  Neilie  Buechler,  and  has 
one  child;  and  Allie,  who  is  living  in 
Alount  Hamill,  Iowa,  and  who  married 
Dr.  Wright,  of  Farmington,  Iowa,  where 
he  died,  leaving  three  children.  The  wife 
of  David  Powell  died  in  April,  1905. 
Aurilla  J.  Powell,  the  fifth  member  of 
the  family,  is  the  wife  of  P.  M.  Mathews, 
of  \Varren,  Iowa,  and  they  have  five  liv- 
ing children  and  four  who  are  deceased : 
Jesse,  who  is  married  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, lives  in  Clark  county,  Missouri; 
Floyd,  proprietor  of  a  general  store  in 
Stockport,  Iowa,  who  married  Miss  Rus- 
sell, of  Warren,  Iowa,  and  has  one  child; 
Nannie,  the  wife  of  James  McGeehan,  who 
is  living  on  a  farm  near  Primrose,  Iowa; 
George,  who  married  Miss  Murray  and 
resides  on  a  farm  near  Warren,  Iowa ; 
and  Stella,  who  is  at  home.  John,  the 
sixth  of  the  familv,  married  Sarah  Over- 
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ton,  by  whom  he  has  two  children  and  is 
Hving  retired  in  Pineville,  Missouri.  Of 
his  children,  Frank  married  LuUa  Cruick- 
shank,  by  whom  he  has  three  children. 
They  reside  in  Arkansas,  although  their 
postoffice  is  Caverna,  Missouri;  Charles 
is  married  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Arkan- 
sas, and  has  two  children.  William  L. 
Powell,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, is  the  seventh  in  his  father's  family. 
George  Theodore,  the  next  younger,  mar- 
ried Cora  Mathews  and  is  a  stock  dealer 
living  at  Mount  Hamill.  Oliver  L.,  now 
of  Donnelson,  Iowa,  married  Hattie  Deal- 
er, who  died  in  1903.  Laura,  the  tenth 
member  of  the  family,  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
R.  H.  Todd,  of  New  Sharon,  Iowa,  and 
they  have  two  sons,  Fred  and  Ray.  Olive 
Powell  died  in  infancy,  while  Mrs.  Nancy 
Powell,  the  mother,  passed  away  in  1897. 
The  parents  were  buried  in  Clay  Grove 
cemetery,  in  Lee  county. 

William  L.  Powell  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Iowa,  and  after  attain- 
ing his  majority  pursued  a  commercial 
course  in  Keokuk,  being  graduated  at  the 
Bayles  Commercial  College,  in  that  city. 
He  then  returned  to  his  father's  farm, 
which  was  his  home  until  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  after  which  he  owned  a  farm  in 
Cedar  township,  where  he  etsablished  his 
first  home.  He  bought,  sold  and  resided 
on  different  farms  in  Lee  county,  having 
usually  a  good  fann  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  During  that  time  he  carried 
on  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  In 
1896  he  left  the  farm  and  located  in  Mount 
Pleasant  and  has  here  made  his  home. 
Always  having  been  interested  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  he  was  in  Mount  Pleasant 
variously  engaged,  until  1901,  when,  w'ith 


his  family,  he  went  to  the  different  parts 
of  the  Pacific  coast,  after  his  children  had 
finished  their  school  education,  spending 
the  season  there.  After  their  return  to 
Mount  Pleasant  Mr.  Powell  became  more 
actively  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, with  office  over  the  State  National 
Bank,  doing  business  under  the  name  of 
Stewart  &  Powell,  handling  both  city  and 
farm  lands  to  a  large  extent,  and  also 
has  become  largely  interested  in  the  emi- 
gration business  to  Texas  and  other  parts. 
He  still  retains  his  Lee  county  homestead 
and  other  valuable  property. 

Mr.  Powell  was  married  April  19, 
1877,  to  Miss  Julia  Courtright,  of  Lee 
county,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Eliza 
(Taylor)  Courtright  and  a  native  of 
Washington,  Illinois,  born  in  September, 
1853.  Her  father  was  a  fanner  by  oc- 
cupation, and  died  in  the  year  1883,  while 
his  w^ife  passed  away  in  1891.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  by  the  first  union  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  now  living 
— John  Courtright,  who  married  Nancy 
Mallett,  and  resides  at  Rockville,  Mis- 
souri. Mary  Courtright,  the  eldest  child 
of  the  second  marriage,  became  the  wife 
of  W.  S.  Smith,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children,  and  their  home  is  in  Portland, 
Oregon.  Edward,  living  near  Edmonton. 
Canada,  married  Emma  Barnes,  and  has 
four  children  living.  Julia  is  now  Airs. 
Powell.  Mrs.  Eliza  Courtright  was  also 
married  twice,  her  first  husband  being  Jo- 
seph Fashner,  by  whom  she  had  one  child. 
Cyrena,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Bell,  who  re- 
sides near  Big  Mound.  Iowa,  and  by 
whom  she  has  three  children.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Powell  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren. Ada  and  Pearl,  both  at  home.    The 
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former  is  a  graduate  of  the  Conservatory 
of  Music  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Pearl  is 
a  graduate  of  Howe's  academy,  later  at- 
tended the  State  Normal  School  at  Cedar 
Falls,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Henry 
county  schools. 

Mr.  Powell  was  made  a  Mason  at  West 
Point  over  thirty  years  ago,  and  on  com- 
ing to  Mount  Pleasant  demitted  to  Mount 
Pleasant  Lodge,  Xo.  8,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  and  daughters  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  until  1893. 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a  republican. 
He  never  aspired  to  office,  howe\'er,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  undivided  attention  to 
his  business  interests.  In  1896  he  came  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  has  built  a  fine  mod- 
ern home  on  Broadway,  where  he  now 
resides.  In  his  business  life  he  has  been 
prosperous,  and  is  a  pleasant  and  affable 
man,  who  has  broad  and  liberal  views, 
the  result  of  extensive  travel  and  observa- 
tion. 


PROFESSOR  LINCOLN  ANTRIM. 

Professor  Lincoln  Antrim,  a  well 
known  educator  of  Iowa,  formerly  con- 
nected with  the  system  of  public  education 
in  the  state  and  now  at  the  head  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Academy,  a  preparatory 
school  of  note,  was  born  in  Wilmington. 
Clinton  county,  Ohio,  on  the  loth  of  July, 
i860,  his  parents  being  Calvin  Hackney 
and   Jane    ( Cohagen)    Antrim.      The  ■  fa- 


ther was  also  a  native  of  Clinton  county, 
Ohio,  where  the  grandfather,  Hiram  An- 
trim, settled  in  pioneer  days,  removing  to 
the  Bucke}'e  state  from  Pennsylvania.  He 
follo\\ed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and 
Calvin  H.  Antrim  was  reared  to  that  pur- 
suit and  continued  as  a  farmer  there  for 
many  years.  He  was  married  in  Clinton 
county  to  Miss  Jane  Cohagen,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Cohagan,  also  a  pioneer 
resident  of  that  locality.  The  young 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a 
farm  and  he  continued  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  fields  in  Ohio  until 
1867,  and  in  1877  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Iowa,  settling  near  Primrose, 
Lee  county,  where  he  first  rented  land.  In 
1888  he  removed  to  Orosi,  California, 
where  he  and  his  wife  now  reside.  They 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  in  their  family  were  seven 
children,  of  whom  Lincoln  is  the  youngest. 
Professor  Antrim  of  this  review  ac- 
quired his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Clinton  county  and  after  com- 
ing to  Iowa  attended  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Cedar  Falls,  being  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1888.  at  which  time  the 
clegree  of  Bachelor  of  Didactics  was  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Subsequently  he  entered 
the  ^\'estern  Normal  School  in  Page 
county,  Iowa,  and  was  graduated  in  1890 
with  the  degree  of  iMaster  of  Science.  His 
entire  life  has  been  devoted  to  educational 
work.  On  the  completion  of  his  collegiate 
course  he  accepted  the  position  of  prin- 
cipal of  the  graded  schools  at  Primrose, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years, 
when,  in  connection  with  Professor  C.  W 
Larkin,  he  established,  in  1898,  the  Mount 
Pleasant    Academy,    for   the  purpose    of 
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teaching-  an  academic  course,  fitting  the 
students  for  ah  colleges  and  universities. 
They  later  instituted  a  commercial  course, 
including  stenography,  typewriting  and 
various  forms  of  commercial  work.  This 
school  seemed  to  fill  a  needed  jjlace  in 
educational  circles  and  has  heen  a  success 
from  the  beginning,  there  being  an  average 
attendance  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
pupils.  The  schoolrooms  are  commodious 
and  centrally  located  on  the  north  side  of 
the  squire  and  are  fitted  with  all  modern 
conveniences  connected  with  such  institu- 
tions and  with  the  latest  appliances  that  fa- 
cilitate the  work  of  the  pupil.  In  1902 
Professor  Larkin  retired,  leaving  Pro- 
fessor Antrim  as  sole  proprietor  and  man- 
ager of  the  school.  There  is  a  large  at- 
tendance not  only  from  this,  but  also  from 
other  states,  and  the  Mount  Pleasant  Acad- 
emy ranks  as  one  of  the  excellent  prepara- 
tory- schools  of  eastern  Iowa. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1889,  Professor 
Antrim  was  married  to  Miss  Ida  L.  Smith, 
of  Primrose,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Chris 
and  Henrietta  Smith.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Primrose  high  school,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  was  a  capable  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Lee  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  An- 
trim have  tw^o  children,  Florence  and 
Etta,  and  they  occupy  a  beautiful  home 
at  No.  603  East  Washington  street,  which 
w^as  built  by  Professor  Antrim  in  1897.  ^^ 
is  tastefully  furnished  and  shows  many 
e\'idences  of  the  culture  and  refinement  of 
the  family.  He  and  his  wnfe  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  his 
fraternal  relations  are  wdth  Mount  Pleasant 
Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Eastern  Star,  Lodge,  No.  6, 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independent 


Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  is  past 
grand  and  also  past  chief  patriarch.  He 
is  likewise  past  master  workman  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
is  one  of  the  three  trustees  of  Mystic 
Lodge,  No.  55.  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  having  the  trust  of  over  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  has  given  his  life  to  a 
profession  which  is  of  eminent  service  to 
his  fellow  men,  and  his  zeal  and  enthusi- 
asm in  his  chosen  calling,  supplementing  a 
naturally  strong  mind,  ha\-e  made  him  an 
educator  whose  abilitv  is  recognized. 


HARLAN  E.  \\ALKER. 

Harlan  E.  Walker,  cashier  of  the  Rome 
Savings  Bank,  was  born  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  on  the  ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1877.  His  father,  Jesse  Walker,  was 
a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and  in  1842 
came  to  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  with 
his  parents.  Here  he  was  reared,  and 
early  became  familiar  with  the  conditions 
of  pioneer  life  v^^hich  existed  in  Iowa  when 
this  was  a  frontier  state.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Des  Moines  county  in  1866  to  Miss 
Maria  Chrisinger,  a  nati\e  of  Ohio,  in 
which  state  the  birth  of  her  father.  John 
Chrisinger.  also  occurred.  Ft)llowing  his 
marriage.  Jesse  Walker  came  to  Henry 
county,  settling  in  Canaan  township  upon 
a  farm  which  he  rented  and  cultivated  for 
a  number  of  years,  thus  gaining  his  start 
in  life.  He  afterward  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  was  impr(^\ed.  and 
he  began  its  further  cultivation  and  de- 
velopment.    1\)  this  he  has  added  a  tract 


154 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


of  forty  acres,  and  now  has  a  well  culti- 
vated farm,  on  which  everything  is  in 
nice  shape.  For  a  long  period  he  contin- 
ued actively  in  the  work  of  agricultural 
progress,  but  is  now  living  retired  in  New 
London,  Iowa. 

Harlan  E.  Walker  pursued  his  early 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  aft- 
erward further  continued  his  studies  in 
Elliott's  Business  College,  at  Burlington, 
spending  seven  and  a  half  months  in.  that 
institution,  when  twenty-three  years  of 
age.  He  felt  the  need  of  better  educa- 
tional facilities  as  a  preparation  for  life's 
practical  and  responsible  duties,  and 
therefore  became  a  student  in  that  insti- 
tution. During  the  year  following  his 
commercial  course  he  remained  at  home, 
and  on  leaving  the  farm  he  first  was  em- 
ployed as  bookkeeper  for  the  J.  E.  Peter- 
son Company  in  a  large  general  store  at 
New  London.  After  filling  this  position 
with  credit  to  himself  and  the  satisfaction 
of  his  employers  for  nearly  one  and  a  half 
years,  he  was  appointed  assistant  cashier 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  New  Lon- 
don, where  he  obtained  his  first  practical 
knowledge  of  the  banking  business.  Hav- 
ing proved  his  ability  in  this  line,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  position  of  cashier  in 
the  Rome  Savings  Bank  at  the  time  of  its 
organization,  on  the  23d  of  January, 
1905,  he  being  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  bank,  and  at  the  first  meeting  was 
elected  a  director,  which  position  he  has 
since  held.  The  bank  was  incorporated 
with  a  capital  of  $12,500,  Robert  S.  Gillis 
being  president,  and  Jonathan  Lee,  of  Sa- 
lem, vice  president,  and  is  doing  a  suc- 
cessful business.  The  success  of  this  in- 
stitution is  larg-elv  attributable  to  the  ef- 


forts of  Mr.  Walker,  who  has  been  active 
in  the  management  of  the  bank,  and  has 
increased  its  business  to  gratifying  pro- 
portions in  the  year  of  its  existence. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1905,  oc- 
curred the  marriage  of  Mr.  Walker  and 
Miss  Estella  Parriott,  who  was  born  in 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Mason  and  Margaret  (Hayes)  Parriott, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Henry 
county.  Mrs.  Walker  pursued  her  edu- 
cation in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Henry  county.  The  young  couple  occupy 
an  enviable  position  in  the  social  circles, 
and  are  greatly  esteemed  for  their  influ- 
ence in  church  circles  as  well,  belonging 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churcli,  in  the 
work  of  which  they  take  an  active  and 
helpful  interest,  Mr.  Walker  now  serving 
as  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  in  Rome.  He  votes  with  the  de- 
mocracy, and  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  at  New  London.  He  has  also  taken 
the  degrees  of  the  subordinate  lodge  and 
encampment  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  at  New  London,  and  in 
his  life  is  true  to  the  teachings  of  these 
societies,  which  are  based  upon  mutual 
helpfulness  and  brotherly  kindness. 


LEWIS  GODFREY  BAUGH. 

Lewis  Godfrey  Baugh,  deceased,  fig- 
ured prominently  for  many  years  in  busi- 
ness circles  in  Mount  Pleasant,  and  his 
enterprise  and  capability  won  him  a  grat- 
ifying   measure    of    success,    while    his 
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straigiitforward  dealing  gained  for  him 
an  honorable  name.  He  was  bom  in  Lou- 
don county,  Virginia,  January  9,  1827, 
and  represented  an  old  family  of  that 
state.  His  father,  Lewis  K.  Baugh,  also 
a  native  of  Loudon  county,  was  born 
November  19,  1795.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  died 
at  the  ^■enerable  age  of  ninety  years.  Lewis 
K.  Baugh  also  learned  and  followed  the 
millwright's  trade.  In  his  native  state  he 
was  married  to  ]Miss  Bradle,  who  was 
born  in  Alexandria,  Virginia.  January  31, 
1797.  When  their  son  Lewis  was  three 
years  of  age  they  removed  to  Ohio,  set- 
tling in  Miami  county,  whence  they  after- 
ward went  to  Preble  county,  that  state. 
About  1855  they  came  from  Ohio  to  Iowa, 
and  the  father's  death  occurred  in  Lee 
county  on  the  loth  of  September,  1862. 
The  mother,  however,  spent  her  last  days 
in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  where  she  passed 
away  on  the  5th  of  March,  1855. 

Lewis  G.  Baugh  accjuired  a  public 
school  education  in  Ohio,  and  under  the 
direction  of  his  father  learned  the  mill- 
wright's trade  and  also  mastered  the 
trades  of  carpentering  and  cabinet-mak- 
ing. Before  leaving  the  Buckeye  state,  he 
was  married,  on  the  21st  of  June,  1853. 
to  Miss  Jane  Darst,  the  wedding  being 
celebrated  in  Miami  county.  Her  father 
was  the  Rev.  John  Darst,  a  prominent 
minister  of  tlie  Dunkard  church.  Her 
mother  died  when  Mrs.  Baugh  \vas  onlv 
three  weeks  old.  In  her  parents'  family 
were  seven  children,  three  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Mrs.  Hachenberg,  who  for  a 
number  of  years  has  been  a  widow,  is  now 
living  with  Mrs.  Baugh,  and  they  are  the 
only  surviving  daughters  of  the  family. 


In  1857  Lewis  G.  Baugh  came  with  his 
family  to  Iowa,  settling  near  \\'est  Point, 
Lee  county,  and  in  May,  1858,  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  be- 
gan work  at  his  trade.  He  was  a  natural 
mechanic,  and  was  very  successful  in  all 
the  work  which  he  undertook,  giving  ex- 
cellent satisfaction  by  his  capability  and 
expert  workmanship.  In  June.  1872.  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  H.  K.  Leed- 
ham,  now  deceased,  in  the  establishment 
and  conduct  of  a  planing  mill,  lumber  yard 
and  house  furnishing,  they  having  the 
leading  business  of  its  kind,  giving  em- 
ployment to  from  fifteen  to  twenty  men. 
They  at  the  same  time  were  extensivelv 
engaged  in  contracting  and  l)uil(ling.  put- 
ting up  many  of  the  best  houses  in  the  citv. 
and  were  associated  in  this  business 
enterprise  for  more  than  twenty-nine 
years.  From  the  beginning,  this  indus- 
trial concern  proved  a  profitable  invest- 
ment, and  they  were-  accorded  a  liberal 
patronage,  which  constantlv  grew  as  the 
years  went  by,  and  brought  to  them  a  grat- 
ifying financial  reward  for  their  labor. 
The}'  were  both  men  of  good  business  abil- 
ity and  executive  force,  Mr.  Baugh  hav- 
ing the  superintendency  of  the  mechanical 
part  of  the  work,  while  Mr.  Leedham  at- 
tended to  the  business  management  of  the 
ofiice. 

L^nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baugh  were  born 
five  children :  Florence,  who  died  when 
about  twenty  years  of  age :  Julia,  who  died 
August  4.  1874,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years;  John,  who  died  July  9.  1874.  when 
twelve  years  of  age:  Edith,  who  was 
drowned  in  1884.  when  sixteen  years  of 
age ;  and  Charles,  who  died  in  September. 
1892,  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
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In  his  political  views  Mr.  Baugh  was 
an  earnest  republican,  giving  his  support 
to  that  party  throughout  his  entire  life. 
For  many  years  he  held  membership  in 
Henry  Lodge,  No.  lo,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
filled  all  of  its  ofiices.  In  1882  he  built 
one  of  the  finest  residences  of  the  city  and 
therein  spent  his  remaining  days,  his  death 
occurring  August  8,  1902.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  Forest  Home  cemetery, 
and  his  loss  was  deeply  regretted  by  all 
who  knew  him,  because  of  his  splendid 
traits  of  character,  his  high  and  honorable 
manhood,  his  devotion  to  commendable 
principles,  and  his  allegiance  to  the  ties  of 
friendship  and  of  the  home  life.  His 
widow  has  in  her  possession  a  fine  carbon 
portrait  of  her  husband,  made  a  short 
time  prior  to  his  death.  It  is  not  only  a 
work  of  considerable  artistic  merit,  but 
presents  a  splendid  likeness  of  him,  its 
fidelity  to  nature  being  the  subject  of  much 
praise  on  the  part  of  many  friends  who 
knew  him.  Mrs.  Baugh  is  a  lady  of  cul- 
ture and  pleasant  manner,  highly  esteemed 
in  the  community  where  she  has  now  made 
her  home  for  almost  a  half  century. 


JOHN    AUGUSTINE    SCHREINER. 

John  Augustine  Schreiner,  city  and 
county  surveyor,  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Ohio,  March  2,  1848,  his  parents 
being  Theodore  and  Anna  M.  (Tuttle) 
Schreiner.  The  father  was  born  in  Ba- 
varia, Germanv,  near  the  ancient  historic 


city  of  Worms,  June  15,  181 1,  and  was  a 
son  of  the  Rev.  Carl  Julius  Schreiner,  who 
was  a  prominent  minister  of  the  Lutheran 
Evangelical  church  in  the  town  of  Gro- 
sen.  There  he  remained  in  the  active 
work  of  the  ministry  up  to  the  time  of  his 
deatli,  which  occurred  in  1818.  Theodore 
Schreiner  then  went  to  live  with  his  uncle, 
with  whom  he  found  a  good  home  and  in 
the  village  academy  he  pursued  his  studies, 
the  curriculum  embracing  Latin,  French 
and  English.  At  an  early  age  he  began 
learning  the  cabinet  maker's  trade  and  af- 
ter\\ard  tra^Tled  through  Germany,  Aus- 
tria, Italy,  Switzerland  and  France.  In 
June,  1833,  he  joined  a  colony  of  two 
hundred  emigrants  of  his  native  town 
who  sailed  from  Havre,  France,  to 
Baltimore  in  an  American  brig.  Dur- 
ing the  voyage,  which  covered  fifty- 
six  days.  Mr.  Schreiner  aplied  him- 
self to  the  practical  study  of  the  Eng- 
lish language  and  made  such  progress  that 
he  was  chosen  leader  by  his  companions 
liecause  of  his  knowledge  of  the  tongue. 
He  led  a  party  of  seventy-five  to  Mis- 
souri, where  they  intended  to  locate,  but 
because  of  the  lack  of  water  there  they  re- 
turned to  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
where  several  farms  \\ere  purchased  and 
a  German  colony  established.  These  peo- 
ple soon  became  naturalized  American  citi- 
zens. They  were  of  a  deeply  religious 
nature  and  erected  a  house  of  worship.  As 
there  w'as  no  ordained  minister  they 
elected  a  lay  preacher  and  Mr.  Schreiner 
because  of  his  superior  education  and 
early  training  was  called  to  the  office,  and 
some  years  later  he  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled as  a  minister  of  the  German  Evan- 
gelical church  and  he  served  the  people  as 
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pastor  for  twenty  years,  ministering  at 
different  times  to  three  congregations  and 
exerting  a  splendid  influence  for  good  in 
his  community.  He  also  followed  his  trade 
in  Ohio  until  1855,  when  he  came  to 
Iowa,  reaching  ^Nlount  Pleasant  on  the 
19th  of  August.  Here  he  became  a  con- 
tractor and  builder  and  was  identified  with 
the  early  impro^•ement  of  the  city.  In 
i860  he  began  the  manufacture  of  sash, 
doors  and  blinds  and  conducted  his  plant 
for  twelve  years,  evidences  of  his  handi- 
work being  seen  in  many  of  the  earlv 
buildings  of  the  city.  He  retired  from  ac- 
tive business  life  in  1880,  but  for  many 
years  thereafter  figured  prominently  in 
Masonic  circles.  He  was  initiated  into  the 
order  in  ]Mount  Pleasant,  August  22, 
1856,  and  the  following  November  was 
made  a  Master  ^Mason.  Soon  afterward 
he  was  chosen  tyler  of  his  lodge  and  he 
became  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Henry 
chapter,  No.  8,  March  14,  1857.  He  was 
soon  appointed  tyler  of  the  chapter  and  he 
attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree  at 
Des  Moines  in  June,  1864,  hut  transferred 
his  membership  to  Jerusalem  Command- 
ery.  No.  7,  Knights  Templar,  of  Mount 
Pleasant  on  its  organization  and  was  made 
sentinel  thereof.  In  June,  1859,  he  was 
appointed  grand  tyler  at  the  sixteenth  an- 
nual convocation  of  the  grand  lodge  at 
Davenport,  and  for  thirty-seven  consecu- 
tive years  served  in  that  capacity.  In 
1863  he  was  appointed  to  the  same  posi- 
tion in  the  grand  chapter,  and  in-  the  grand 
commandery  in  1864,  filling  the  different 
positions  with  credit  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  the  members  of  the  craft.  He 
was  presented  with  many  valuable  pres- 
ents  and  testimonials    from   the   different 


bodies,  including  a  beautiful  tyler  sword 
gold  watch,  medal  etc.  He  was  elected 
an  honorary  member  of  the  grand  lodge 
for  faithfulness  and  efficient  service  in  the 
responsible  office  of  grand  tyler.  In  1870 
he  was  chosen  grand  scribe  and  in  that  ca- 
pacity he  represented  the  grand  chapter  at 
the  triennial  session  of  the  general  grand 
chapter  of  the  United  States  at  Baltimore, 
in  1 87 1.  He  was  also  elected  an  honor- 
ary member  of  the  grand  commandery 
and  elected  a  member  of  Damascus  Coun- 
cil No.  13,  Royal  and  Scottish  Masons, 
in  which  he  was  sentinel  in  the  local  lodge 
and  in  the  grand  council.  He  attained  the 
32d  degree  of  the  Scottish  rite,  and  was 
grand  captain  of  the  guards  in  the  grand 
consistory  of  Iowa.  On  the  15th  of  June, 
1887,  h^  became  a  member  of  the  ]\Iystic 
Shrine,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  was  prob- 
ably better  known  in  Masonry  in  Iowa  than 
any  other  man,  save  perhaps  the  grand 
secretary,  and  with  few  exceptions  was 
longer  in  official  service.  The  golden  wed- 
ding ceremony  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schreiner 
was  performed  in  the  Masonic  hall  in  the 
presence  of  about  four  hundred  friends, 
and  they  were  presented  with  many  ^'alu- 
able  and  beautiful  gifts,  including  a  beau- 
tiful silver  tea  set  from  the  state  senate. 
On  the  occasion  of  their  sixtieth  wedding 
anni\-ersary  the  celebration  was  held  at 
the  home  of  their  son.  It  was  on  the  nth 
of  January,  1835,  that  Mr.  Schreiner  was 
married  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Anna 
M.  Tuttle,  who  was  born  in  Bristol,  Con- 
necticut, February  27,  18 12.  and  when 
four  years  of  age  was  taken  to  Ohio  by 
her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joel  Tuttle. 
Both  her  father  and  mother  died  in  the 
Buckeye  state.     In  politics  Air.  Schreiner 
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was  always  a  stanch  republican,  and  he 
held  the  office  of  door-keeper  in  the  state 
senate  from  1876  until  1886.  He  was  a 
man  of  commanding  presence,  tall  and 
straight  and  of  fine  bearing,  was  a  broad 
reader  and  an  intelligent,  cultured  gentle- 
man, who.  wherever  he  was  known,  gained 
many  warm  friends. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Schreiner 
were  born  six  children.  Mary  Caroline, 
the  eldest,  married  A.  E.  Wagstaff  and 
died  August  24,  1859.  They  had  one 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy.  Charles 
Julius,  the  second  of  the  family,  married 
Emma  Stewart,  by  \\  hom  he  has  fi\-e  chil- 
dren. He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Eleventh 
Iowa  Infantry  throughout  the  Civil  war, 
and  now  resides  in  Mount  Pleasant.  Rev. 
Edwin  Luther  Schreiner,  the  third  of  the 
family,  was  married  in  1869  to  Martha 
M.  Robinson,  who  died  in  1892,  leaving 
two  daughters,  Mary  and  Olive.  He  re- 
sides in  Albia,  Iowa,  where  he  has  charge 
of  the  Methodist  church.  In  1901  he  was 
married  again,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Anna  Johjison.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier of  Company  F,  First  Iowa  Infantry 
in  the  Civil  war,  responding  to  the  presi- 
dent's first  call  f  J  troops  and  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Wilson  Creek.  In  1862 
he  went  out  with  what  was  called  the 
squirrel  hunters  of  Ohio,  a  regiment  from 
Cincinnati,  who  furnished  their  own  rifles. 
Later  he  was  attached  to  the  Christian 
commission.  He  entered  the  Methodist 
conference  in  1865.  and  for  forty  years 
has  been  a  minister  of  the  church.  Theo- 
dore M.  Schreiner,  the  fourth  member  of 
the  family,  was  born  in  1843,  '^'"'^^  is  a 
printer  by  trade.  He  enlisted  in  1861  in 
Company   K.    Sixth    Iowa   Infantn',    was 


captured  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  died 
as  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Macon,  Georgia, 
in  September,  1862,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  the  national  cemetery  at  Ander- 
scjnville,  Georgia.  John  Augustine  Schrei- 
ner is  the  fifth  of  the  family.  M.  O. 
Schreiner,  the  youngest,  was  born  in  Ohio 
in  1852,  and  is  a  carpenter  of  Alount 
Pleasant.  He  married  Miss  Georgia 
Parker.  The  parents  were  members  of 
the  L^niversalist  church,  of  which  Theo- 
dore Schreiner  served  as  trustee  for  many 
years.  He  passed  away  April  14,  1897, 
and  his  wife  afterward  died  at  the  home 
of  her  son,  John  A.,  the  remains  of  both 
being  interred  in  Forest  Home  cemetery. 

John  Augustine  Schreiner  supplemented 
his  early  education,  acquired  in  the  com- 
schools,  by  study  in  Howe's  Academy,  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  in  the  Iowa  Wes~ 
leyan  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1868,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Soon  after 
leaving  school  he  began  railroad  engineer- 
ing and  construction  work,  and  for  nearly 
forty  years  he  has  l^een  county  sur\'eyor 
and  civil  engineer.  He  was  one  of  the  civil 
engineers  during  the  construction  of  the 
\\'orld's  Columbian  Exposition,  at  Chi- 
cago, and  he  was  the  assistant  engineer 
on  the  Waba.sh,  Pacific  &  St.  Louis  Rail- 
road for  four  years.  He  was  also  con- 
nected with  the  sur\-eys  of  the  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  rivers  for  the  general  gov- 
ernment, and  in  the  line  of  his  profession 
has  done  .important  work  in  connection 
with  railroad  construction  and  general 
surveying  and  engineering. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1893.  Mr. 
Schreiner  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Em- 
erson,  a   daughter   of    Sylvester   and   El- 
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niira  (Fuller)  Emerson,  Ijuth  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  born  in 
1825,  and  the  latter  in  1826.  The  mother 
died  on  Christmas  day  of  1891,  and  the 
father's  death  occurred  on  the  17th  of  De- 
cember, 1900.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade, 
and  in  March,  1862,  he  brought  his  fam- 
ily to  Iowa,  settling"  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
where  he  opened  a  tailoring  establishment. 
He  spent  a  part  of  his  time  during  his 
residence  here  as  head  cutter  for  the  lead- 
ing clothing  store  of  Mount  Pleasant — the 
Eshelman  store — with  which  he  was  con- 
nected for  thirty  years.  He  ficted  as  cut- 
ter and  had  charge  of  the  operative  de- 
partment of  the  business.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  have  now  passed  away,  their  remains 
being  interred  in  Forest  Home  cemetery. 
In  their  family  were  three  children,  James 
W.  died  in  March,  1901,  at  the  age  of 
forty-six  years,  leaving  a  wife  who,  in 
her  maidenhood,  was  Miss  Nellie  Vogel. 
Mary  is  now  Mrs.  Schreiner.  Charles  F., 
who  married  Miss  Jane  Grubb,  resides  in 
California.  Mrs.  Schreiner  was  born  in 
Ohio,  June  16,  1858,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Schreiner  resides  at  510  North 
Main  street.  He  has  completed  a  resi- 
dence of  fifty  years  in  Henry  county,  and 
lias  witnessed  many  changes  in  Mount 
Pleasant  and  the  outlying  districts.  He 
witnessed  the  first  burial  in  the  Forest 
Home  cemetery,  which  occurred  in  No 
vember,  1856,  fifty  years  ago.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  republican  and  he  belongs  to 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  being 
entitled  to  membership  therein  because  of 
his  service  as  a  member  of  Company  A. 
Forty-fifth     Iowa     Infantry     during     the 


Civil  war.  He  was  only  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  enlisted  and  he  served  for 
one  hundred  days  during  the  last  part  of 
the  war,  his  regiment  being  called  to  re- 
lieve soldiers  and  act  on  guard  duty.  Mrs. 
Schreiner  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  l)oth  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  held  in  high  regard  here,  being  repre- 
sentatives of  old  pioneer  families  while 
their  excellent  qualities  of  heart  and  mind 
endear  them  to  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
Mr  Schreiner  has  led  a  busy  and  useful 
life  and  at  all  times  has  been  honorable 
and  straightforward  in  his  business  rela- 
tions, so  that  he  has  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
associated  in  his  widely  diversified  busi- 
ness, social  and  fraternal   relations. 


NICHOLAS  T^IILLER. 

Nicholas  Miller  is  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Henry  county  and  one  of 
its  oldest  living  residents,  having  passed 
the  eighty- fourth  milenonr  on  life's  jour- 
ney. He  makes  his  home  in  New  London 
township,  where  he  is  now  enjoying  a 
well  earned  rest.  He  conies  of  German 
lineage  and  the  Miller  family  was  es- 
tablished in  Pennsylvania  at  an  early 
day.  Jacob  Miller,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, removed  from  the  Keystone  state 
to  Perry  county,  Ohio,  settling  in  ScMiier- 
set  about  1810,  finding  a  wild  and  unim- 
proved district  there,  much  n\  the  land 
being  still  in  jxxssession  of  the  govern- 
ment.     He  took   up  a  half  section,   the 
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deed  being  signed  by  Thomas  Jefferson 
and  his  attention  was  devoted  to  the  cul- 
tivation and  improvement  of  his  farm  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1826.  He  left  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Nicholas  Miller  is  the 
youngest  and  the  only  one  now  surviving. 
Nicholas  ]\Iiller  was  born  in  Perry 
county,  Ohio,  June  7,  1822,  and  pursued 
his  education  according  to  the  old  sub- 
scription plan.  The  schoolhouse  was 
built  of  logs  and  the  children  who  could 
pay  the  largest  subscription  received  all 
of  the  attention  from  the  teacher,  while 
the  other  scholars  were  told  to  study  their 
A  B  C's.  Nicholas  Aliller,  whose  parents 
were  in  limited  financial  circumstances, 
belonged  to  the  latter  class.  His  mother, 
however,  taught  him  as  best  she  could 
although  her  own  education  had  been 
acquired  only  in  the  German  town.  In 
his  youth  he  was  trained  to  the  labors  of 
the  farm,  early  becoming  familiar  with 
the  arduous  task  of  cultivating  and  im- 
proving new  land.  Following  the  fa- 
ther's death  all  of  the  farm  was  sold  ex- 
cept about  seventy  acres  which  the 
mother  retained.  When  thirteen  years 
of  age  Nicholas  Miller  began  learning 
wagonmaker's  trade,  being  bound  out  by 
his  guardian  to  a  very  cruel  man  whom 
he  w\as  to  serve  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority and  in  remuneration  for  his  work 
was  to  receive  his  board  and  clothing. 
He  continued  v/ith  him  for  three  years 
and  his  clothing  in  that  time  was  not 
worth  more  than  ten  dollars. He  then  de- 
termined that  if  his  mother  was  willing 
he  would  seek  another  employer.  The 
mother,  however,  did  not  consent  but  his 
guardian  bound  him  out  to  a  second  mas- 


ter for  four  dollars  per  month  and  when 
he  had  completed  his  apprenticeship  he 
was  paid  eighty  dollars. 

About  that  time  Mr.  Miller  removed 
westward  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and 
with  his  little  capital  he  purchased  two 
lots  in  New  London,  on  which  he  erected 
a  shop  and  a  house.  He  had  planned  to 
be  married  in  the  spring  but  owing  to  the 
death  of  the  bride's  father  the  marriage 
was  not  celebrated  until  the  succeeding 
autumn.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  Morris, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Morris.  Later  Mr. 
Miller  pmxhased  property  about  a  half 
mile  south  of  the  public  square,  com- 
prising ninety  acres  of  land  on  section  27, 
New^  London  township.  There  he  lived 
for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he  dis- 
posed of  that  farm.  He  had  previously 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
acres  and  later  he  sold  a  part  of  this  to 
his  son-in-law,  John  A.  Ebblom  but  still 
retained  ninety-one  acres  of  the  tract. 
He  has  placed  all  of  the  improvements 
upon  the  farm  and  built  his  residence,  do- 
ing the  greater  part  of  the  work  himself. 
He  now  has  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  the 
township,  the  land  having  been  culti- 
vated and  improved  until  it  is  today  one 
of  the  most  valuable  and  productive  tracts 
in  this  portion  of  the  county.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  Mr.  Mil- 
ler has  also  raised  some  cattle  and  hogs 
but  now  he  is  practically  living  retired 
and  makes  his  home  with  his  son-in-law, 
Air.  Ebblom. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Aliller  became  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children,  of  whom  seven  are 
yet  living.  They  also  reared  other  chil- 
dren, making  the  number  twenty-six 
in  all. 
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\\'hen  Mr.  Miller  came  to  this  county 
it  was  largely  a  wild  and  unbroken  tract 
of  land,  in  wdiich  the  work  of  improve- 
ment and  progress  had  scarcely  been  be- 
gun but  he  has  seen  it  converted  into  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  productive  dis- 
tricts that  can  be  found  in  all  the  Missis- 
sippi valley.  As  an  agriculturist  he  took 
an  active  and  helpful  part  in  the  work  of 
general  improvement  but  he  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker  nor  sought  to  fig- 
ure prominently  in  public  affairs  in  that 
connection.  On  one  occasion  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peac,e  but  would 
not  cjualify.  However,  he  served  for 
over  forty  years  as  school  director  and 
the  cause  of  education  has  found  in  him 
a  warm  friend.  Realizing  his  own  lack 
in  this  direction  he  resolved  that  others 
should  not  suffer  likewise  if  his  aid  and 
influence  could  secure  for  them  good 
schools  and  he  has  always  favored  the 
employment  of  competent  teachers  and 
the  upholding  of  a  high  standard  of  pub- 
lic education.  He  has  long  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  New  Lon- 
don and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  has 
held  various  offices.  He  is  now  one  of 
the  venerable  citizens  of  this  part  of  the 
county,  respected  and  honored  for  what 
he  has  accomplished  through  a  long,  busy 
and  useful  life.  All  that  he  has  pos- 
sessed or  enjoyed  has  Ijeen  acquired 
through  his  untiring  labors.  His  youth 
was  the  period  of  earnest  toil  but  he  de- 
veloped thereby  a  self-reliance  and  force 
of  character  that  have  made  him  a  strong 
and  successful  man  and  a  review  of  Henry 
county  w^ould  not  be  complete  without 
mention  of  his  name. 


DAVID   C.   LANGSTON. 

David  C.  Langston,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  who  at  one  time  was  closely  as- 
sociated with  building  operations  in 
]Mount  Pleasant,  but  is  now  living  retired 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his 
former  toil,  was  born  June  2,  1826,  in  the 
village  of  Dunlapsville,  Union  county, 
Indiana,  his  birth  place  being  his  father's 
farm.  He  was  a  son  of  James  and  Jane 
(Cook)  Langston.  The  father  was  born 
in  Charleston,  Pennsylvania,  April  3, 
1797,  and  the  mother's  birth  occurred  in 
that  state,  February  8,  1799.  They  were 
married  on  the  i8th  of  March,  18 19,  and 
in  order  to  provide  for  his  family  ^Nlr. 
Langston  followed  the  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. He  was  also  a  minister  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  in  Union  county,  Indiana,  and 
in  the  later  years  of  his  life  he  removed  to 
Wabash,  Indiana,  where  he  also  made  his 
home  upon  his  farm,  devoting  his  ener- 
gies to  its  cultivation  and  improvement. 
He  died  in  October,  1875,  leaving  behind 
him  the  priceless  heritage  of  an  untar- 
nished name.  His  wife  survived  until 
1877,  and  her  remains  were  interred  near 
New  London,  Iowa,  while  Rev.  Langston 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Wabash,  Indiana.  Mrs. 
Langston  was  also  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  and  like  her  husband  was  an 
earnest  Christian.  In  their  family  were 
twelve  children,  but  David  is  the  only  one 
now  living.  The  others  were:  John 
Cook,  Jeniza,  Hiram,  Rol^ert,  Bennet,  Al- 
len, Mary  Jane,  George  W.,  and  Emily. 

David  C.  Langston.  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  record.  ac(|uircd  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Union  county,  Indiana, 
after     which   he    learned    the    carpenter's 
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trade  under  the  direction  of  an  uncle,  fol- 
lowing that  pursuit  for  three  years  in  his 
native  state.  He  was  married  in  Indiana, 
Januar}'  29,  1846,  and  in  1848  came  to 
Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  near  Burlington, 
where  he  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  for  six  years.  He  next  removed 
to  a  farm  north  of  New  London  and  his 
attention  was  devoted  to  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  there  for  six  years,  after  which  he 
brought  his  family  to  Mount  Pleasant, 
still  making  his  home  at  the  place  where 
he  first  located  here,  although  his  original 
house  was  burned.  He  lives  at  No.  309 
East  Madison  street,  where  he  is  com- 
fortably located  in  a  pleasant  resident 
part  of  the  city. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr. 
Langston,  responding  to  the  country's 
call  for  aid,  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany K,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry  and 
served  for  three  years.  He  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Hainesville  Bluff,  Arkansas 
Post,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  the  siege 
of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  and  then,  his 
health  becoming  seriously  impaired,  he 
was  sent  to  Eustus  House  Hospital,  at 
Keokuk.  Iowa  He  had  done  duty  under 
command  of  Generals  Grant  and  Sher- 
man and  after  being  honorably  discharged 
he  returned  to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  it 
required  two  years  for  him  to  recuperate 
from  his  military  service.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  began  contracting  for  car- 
penter work,  built  the  first  elevator  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  has  erected  many  resi- 
dences and  barns,  probably  numbering 
thirty  in  this  city  and  county.  He  was 
thus  closely  associated  with  building  o])- 
erations  for  a  number  of  years.  Init  is  now 
living  retired. 


On  the  29th  of  January,  1846,  Mr. 
Langston  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hannah  Moore,  who  was  born  February 
II,  1824.  in  Franklin  county, Indiana,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Moore,  a  farmer 
of  that  state.  Both  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  Indiana,  and  there 
they  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  but 
all  are  now  deceased,  with  the  exception 
of  Mrs.  Langston.  Unto  our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  six  children :  La- 
fayette, who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine 
years;  Amanda,  wdio  died,  the  wife  of  \V. 
A.  Coulter,  leaving  six  children :  Henry, 
of  Oregon,  who  married  Ella  Holt, 
and  has  nine  living  children :  Mary, 
the  wife  of  John  J.  Hill,  of  Louisa  county, 
by  whom  she  had  two  children ;  Frank, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  and 
Anna,  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langston  are  devoted  and 
\alued  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  In  politics  he  is  an  inflexible 
adherent  of  republican  principles,  and  for 
four  and  a  half  years  he  served  as  over- 
seer of  the  city  poor.  He  has  been  re- 
tired for  ten  years,  enjoying  a  well  earned 
rest.  In  manner  he  is  exceedingly  genial 
and  pleasant,  and  is  a  gentleman  whom  to 
know  is  to  respect  and  honor. 


WILLIAM    F.    McCLARY. 

William  F.  McClary.  deceased,  who 
was  interested  in  various  industrial  and 
commercial  purusits  in  M(Uint  Pleasant 
for  many  vears  and  thus  an  active  factor 
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in  the  substantial  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  the  city,  was  l^orn  at  CanterburA-, 
Xew  Hampshire,  June  25,  1842.  There 
he  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  while  the 
public  schools  afforded  him  his  educational 
privileges.  Before  leaving  the  east  he  was 
married  ]\Iarch  27,  1862,  to  ^Nliss  Celes- 
tia  A.  Dicy,  a  native  of  Xorthfield. 

William  F.  McClary  was  a  son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Lydia  C.  (  Huntoon)  McClarv, 
Benjamin  was  born  in  Sanbornton,  Xew 
Hampshire,  and  as  a  young  man  went  to 
Canterbury,  being  both  a  carpenter  and 
farmer.  He  there  married  Lydia  E.  Hun- 
toon and  then  resided  on  and  operated  her 
father's  farm  until  they  came  west  with  his 
son  in  1862.  Here  he  worked  at  the  car- 
penter's trade.  Here  both  he  and  his 
wife  died.  They  were  in  the  east  mem- 
bers of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church. 
Celestia  A.  Dicy  was  born  at  Xorth- 
field. her  parents  being  Samuel  and  Lydia 
(Gale)  Dicy.  She  was  there  educated 
and  later  in  Canterbury  at  the  same  school 
with  ^L".  McClary,  and  later  both  attended 
Gilmanton  Academy.  She  taught  school 
for  a  short  time  before  her  marriage. 
Samuel  Dicy  was  born  at  Laconia,  a  son 
of  Samuel  Dicy.  He  grew  up  as  a  farmer 
and  at  Gilmanton  he  married  Miss  Gale, 
and  settled  in  Xorthfield,  where  he  owned 
a  farm.  He  continued  to  live  there  until 
his  death.  They  were  also  members  of  the 
Free  W^ill   Baptist  church. 

Believing  that  he  might  ha\e  l^etter 
business  opportunities  in  the  new  l)ut 
growing  west,  Mr.  McClary  soon  after 
his  marriage  came  to  Mount  Pleasant, 
where  he  opened  a  hardware  store  which 
he  conducted  successfully  for  many  years, 
securing   a    STOod    trade    which    made   his 


business  a  profitable  one.  He  was  also 
employed  by  the  company  that  installed 
the  water  works  system  and  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  plant  during  the  time  it 
was  under  prixate  ownership.  He  also 
acted  as  superintendent  several  years  af- 
ter the  city  purchased  the  plant.  At  dif- 
ferent times  he  was  interested  in  various 
manufacturing  enterprises  that  were  es- 
tablished in  Mount  Pleasant,  holding  stock 
in  a  number  and  thus  contributing  to 
the  sul)stantial  upbuilding  of  the  city.  As 
his  financial  resources  increased  he  made 
judicious  investments  in  property,  becom- 
ing the  owner  of  business  buildings  in 
Mount  Pleasant  and  also  farm  lands  in 
Henry  county,  besides  always  having  in 
home  on  X^orth  Wdiite  street,  where  ]Mrs. 
McClary  still  lives. 

On  coming  to  Mount  Pleasant  '\l\\  Mc- 
Clary worked  as  a  tinner  in  the  stores  of 
Joseph  Howe.  James  Shaw  and  Baron 
Evans  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then 
embarked  in  the  hardware  business,  the 
firm  name  being  first  Grifiith.  Burket  & 
McClaiy.  Later  the  firm  sold  out  and  he 
bought  out  the  McGregor  hardware  store, 
which  he  conducted  alone. 

Mr.  McClary  took  a  very  dee])  and  help- 
ful nterest  in  the  work  of  public  prog- 
gress  and  gave  acti\'e  co-operation  to 
movements  that  have  been  of  material  ;md 
far-reaching  benefit  here.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  cit}'  council  for  the  second 
ward  and  exercised  his  official  preroga- 
ti\es  in  behalf  of  movements  of  reform 
and  progress.  He  always  voted  with  the 
republican  party  and  never  faltered  in  his 
allegiance  to  its  principles,  for  he  believed 
that  it  contained  the  best  elements  of  good 
government.     Although  he  had  extensive 
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and  important  business  interests  he  never 
concentrated  his  energies  upon  his  private 
concerns  to  the  exclusion  of  ah  outside 
affairs,  but  recognized  his  duties  and  ob- 
Hgations  to  others  and  of  citizenship  and 
fully  met  them. 

Mr.  McClary  was  an  honored  repre- 
sentative of  Henry  Lodge,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  served 
as  noble  grand  and  he  was  also  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  grand  lodge  and  one  of 
its  officers.  He  likewise  held  member- 
ship in  the  grand  encampment  and  served 
in  various  official  [X)sitions  in  the  local  en- 
campment. As  deputy  grand  he  had  charge 
of  the  installation  of  officers  in  this  vicinity 
at  different  times,  and  was  captain  of  the 
staff  for  many  years.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  many 
years.  It  was  on  the  27th  of  Septem1:er, 
1902,  that  Mr.  McClary  was  called  to  his 
final  rest,  leaving  his  widow  and  only  son, 
Frank  E.  McClary,  who  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  made  an  un- 
tarnished record  and  unspotted  reputation 
as  a  business  man.  In  all  places  and  under 
all  circumstances  he  was  loyal  to  truth, 
honor  and  right,  justly  valuing  his  own 
self-respect  as  infinitely  more  to  be  pre- 
ferred than  wealth,   fame  and  position. 


FRANK  E.   McCLARY. 

Frank  E.  McClary,  although  one  of  the 
younger  representatives  of  business  life 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  real  estate  operations,  has  made  a  cred- 


itable name  and  gained  desirable  success. 
He  is  a  native  son  of  this  city,  his  parents 
being  William  F.  and  Celestia  A.  (Dicy) 
McClary,  who  are  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  The  son  accjuired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  pursued  a 
business  course  in  Howe's  Academy. 
Completing  his  education  he  became  in- 
terested in  newspaper  work  and  was  the 
founder,  owner  and  publisher  of  the  Daily 
Mail,  an  independent  sheet  which  had  a 
good  circulation.  On  disposing  of  that 
paper,  however,  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
was  connected  with  the  Times-Herald, 
remaining  in  the  office  for  a  year.  His 
next  business  connection  was  with  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
Company,  with  which  he  was  associated 
for  five  years,  being  at  first  engaged  on 
the  construction  work  when  the  double 
track  was  being  laid  across  the  state.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  given  a  position  in  the 
general  offices  of  the  road  at  Chicago. 

Mr.  McClary  returned  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant after  the  death  of  his  father  to  look 
after  the  many  interests  which  he  had  left 
here  and  in  connection  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  estate  he  opened  a  real  estate 
office  and  has  since  been  enga.ged  in  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  lands.  He  has  nego- 
tiated many  important  realty  transfers 
and  has  thoroughly  informed  himself  con- 
cerning property  values  in  this  city  and 
outlying  districts.  For  two  years  he  was 
also  interested  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Ice 
Company  and  was  also  manager  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Oil  Company. 

Recognized  as  a  leader  in  public  affairs 
and  an  active  worker,  Mr.  McClary  was 
called  to  office  in  1905,  being  elected  a 
member    of  the  citv  council  from  the  sec- 
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ond  ward.  He  is  now  chairman  of  the 
street  and  alley  committee  and  is  also 
serving  on  other  committees  and  in  the 
former  position  has  made  a  special  effort 
to  institute  permanent  and  needed  im- 
pn^vements  in  the  streets.  He  belongs  to 
Henry  lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  also  the  encampment,  the  can- 
ton and  Rebekah  divisions  of  Odd  Fel- 
lowship. 

In  May,  1895,  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
Mr.  McClary  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Anna  Ackerman  and  they  have  two 
children,  Ella  and  Earl.  They  occupy  a 
pleasant  home  on  White  street  and  are 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  city, 
occup3nng  an  enviable  position  in  social 
circles. 


HERMAN  MAGDEFRAU. 

Each  community  has  a  few  citizens 
who  are  recognized  as  leaders  in  business 
and  public  life,  whose  opinions  are  a  po- 
tent influence  in  public  affairs  and  whose 
labors  are  effective  and  lieneficial  in  ad- 
vancing general  good.  Of  this  class  of 
citizens  Mr.  Magdefrau  is  a  representa- 
ti\'e  and  Wayland  owes  much  to  his  ef- 
forts in  its  behalf.  He  is  there  success- 
fully engaged  in  general  merchandising, 
and  thereby  contributes  to  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  village.  He  has  also 
given  tangible  support  to  all  plans  and 
movements  instituted  for  the  welfare  of 
the  county  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  rec- 
ognizing his  worth  and  ability  have  fre- 
quently called  him  to  public  office.     At  the 


present  time  he  is  serving  for  the  second 
term  as  a  member  of  the  city  council. 

Mr.  Magdefrau  was  born  in  Prusssia, 
Germany,  on  the  25th  of  September,  1845, 
a  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Fleichman) 
Magdefrau,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Germany,  in  which  country  the  birth  of 
Christian  Fleichman,  the  maternal  grand- 
father, also  occurred.  In  the  schools  of 
his  native  country  Herman  Magdefrau 
pursued  his  education  and  remained  in  his 
parents'  home  until  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  attracted  by  the  op- 
portunities of  the  new  world,  he  resolved 
to  try  his  fortune  in  the  United  States. 
Accordingly  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and 
native  land  and  sailed  for  New  York  city 
in  May,  1866,  accompanied  by  his  broth- 
er Charles.  In  Germany  he  had  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade  and  he  remained  in  the 
eastern  metropolis  from  May  until  Sep- 
tember, 1866,  working  at  that  occupation. 
On  leaving  New  York  he  came  direct  to 
Henry  county,  settling  in  ]\[ount  l''leas- 
ant,  where  his  brother  John  was  eniplo}-ed 
at  cabinet  making.  ]\Ir.  Magdefrau 
worked  at  shoemaking  for  two  different 
men  in  Mount  Pleasant  for  a  brief  pe- 
riod and  then  went  to  Trenton,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  emi)loyed  for  six  weeks.  He 
then  returned  to  ]\Iount  Pleasanl.  where 
he  worked  from  Christmas  until  tlie  fol- 
lowing April,  when  he  came  to  Wayland, 
arriving  here  on  the  igth  of  April,  1867. 
Here  he  emliarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  establishing  a  shoe  shop,  which 
he  conducted  for  two  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  small  stock  of  ready  made  shoes 
and  gradually  developed  a  business  in  that 
line.  In  1890  he  retired  altogether  from 
the  business  of  manufacturing  shoes,  con- 
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centrating  his  energies  upon  the  sale  of 
reach'  made  goods.  He  now  carries  a  large 
and  well  selected  line  of  boots  and  shoes 
and  has  a  good  trade.  When  he  ceased 
to  make  shoes  he  added  to  his  business 
a  stock  of  groceries  and  queensware  and 
he  further  extended  the  field  of  his  opera- 
tions in  August,  1 90 1,  by  the  purchase  of 
a  good  line  of  dry  goods.  He  has  since 
conducted  a  general  store  and  has  a  large 
patronage,  so  that  the  amount  of  business 
which  he  transacts  annually  reaches  an 
extensive  figure. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1873,  ]Mr. 
Mag'defrau  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Rinner,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  with  her  parents  went  to  Canada 
when  about  eight  years  of  age.  Her  fa- 
ther was  Conrad  Rinner.  Unto  ^Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Magdefrau  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren: Harry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  a 
year  and  a  half;  two  sons,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  a  daughter  who  died  when  two  and 
a  half  years  old:  Elmer,  who  died  in  1901, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years :  and  Albert 
and  Frank,  who  are  in  business  with  their 
father.  The  wife  and  mother  died  Janu- 
ary 26,  1894,  and  her  death  was  deeply 
regretted  by  many  friends  as  well  as  her 
immediate  family.  On  the  ist  of  Octo- 
ber. 1897,  Mr.  Magdefrau  was  again  mar- 
ried, his  second  union  being  with  Mrs. 
Anna  Gustin.  a  native  of  Alsace,  France, 
and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Schaad.  Mr.  and 
]\Irs.  Magdefrau  occupy  an  enviable  posi- 
tion in  social  circles  and  their  own  home 
is  a  very  hospitable  one.  Mr.  Magdefrau 
is  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  stalwart  advocates 
and  leaders  of  his  party  in  this  section  of 
the  countv.     He  has  served  for  three  terms 


as  justice  of  the  peace,  his  decisions  being 
strictly  fair  and  impartial.  He  has  also 
been  town  assessor  for  two  terms  and 
mayor  for  two  terms,  and  is  now  serving 
for  the  second  term  as  councilman.  Xo 
higher  testimonial  of  capability  and  loy- 
alty could  be  given  than  the  fact  that  he 
has  been  re-elected  to  each  office  to  which 
he  has  been  chosen,  showing  that  his  serv- 
ice has  been  all  that  is  exemplary.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  he  is  filling  the  office  of  trustee. 
He  is  a  man  of  broad  sympathies  and  the 
poor  and  needy  have  found  in  him  a 
friend.  He  stands  as  a  splendid  type  of 
our  German-American  citizenship.  By 
perseverance,  determination  and  honor- 
able effiirt  he  has  overthrown  the  ob- 
stacles wdiich  barred  his  path  to  success 
and  reached  the  goal  of  prosperity,  while 
his  genuine  worth,  broad  mind  and  pub- 
lic spirit  have  made  him  a  director  of 
public  thoug"ht  and  action. 


CHARLES  CLIFFORD  ANDERSON. 

Charles  Clifford  Anderson,  representing 
agricultural  interest  of  Henry  county,  was 
born  Alay  4,  1868,  on  the  farm  on  which 
he  yet  resides,  in  Marion  township.  His 
parents,  E.  D.  and  Eliza  J.  (Smith)  An- 
derson, were  natives  of  Ohio,  the  father's 
birth  having  occurred  in  Highland  county 
on  the  loth  of  December,  1828.  Eliza  J. 
Smith  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio, 
December  8,  183 1,  where  she  was  married. 
Her  death  occurred  in  Henrv  countv,  Feb- 
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mary  14,  1872.  He  was  a  stock-raiser 
and  in  1856  came  to  the  west,  settling  in 
Heniy  county  upon  the  farm  where  our 
subject  now  resides,  in  1866.  To  the 
further  cultivation  and  development  of 
that  property  he  devoted  his  energies, 
bringing  his  farm  up  to  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. In  December,  1872,  he  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  to  j\Iiss 
Hattie  J.  Spry,  of  Henry  county,  who  is 
now  living  with  our  subject. 

Mr.  Anderson  died  November  15,  1895, 
and  both  he  and  his  first  wife  are  buried  in 
Hickory  Grove  cemetery.  Mr.  Anderson 
was  an  earnest  republican,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  consistent  Christian  people, 
holding  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  served  as 
class  leader  for  forty  years.  Their  reli- 
gious belief  permeated  their  lives  and  they 
were  devoted  followers  of  the  golden 
rule.  In  their  family  were  four  children : 
Carroll  B. ;  Ella  L.,  the  widow  of  Homer 
Spiy;  Frank  L. ;  and  Charles  Clifford,  of 
this  review,  all  children  of  the  first  wife. 

The  last  named  at  the  usual  age  began 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Ma- 
rion township,  and  throughout  his  entire 
life  has  been  connected  with  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  has  long  been  an  ex- 
tensive horse-breeder,  owning  fine  regis- 
tered English  shire  horses,  and  now  has 
eight  stallions,  the  head  of  his  herd  being 
Alexander,  Xo.  7,218,  and  Lord  Curzon, 
Xo.  7.038.  He  also  has  fine  registered 
Percheron  and  road  horses.  Mr.  Anderson 
breeds  many  young  horses,  and  always  has 
good  stock  on  hand  for  sale,  and  is  known 
throughout  this  section  as  one  of  the  best 
judges  of  horses  in  this  vicinity. 

On  the  loth  of  May,  1893,  occurred  the 


marriage  of  Mr.  Anderson  and  Miss  Lena 
Sutton,  a  teacher  of  Henry  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Martha  J.  (Craig) 
Sutton.  Her  father  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  mother  in  Ohio. 

He  was  supennsor  of  the  ]Mount  Pleas- 
ant Hospital  for  the  Insane  for  eight  years 
after  which  he  was  in  the  government  em- 
ploy in  South  Dakota  in  connection  with 
the  Indian  agency  for  eighteen  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Trenton  township,  where 
he  has  a  stock  farm. 

Mr.  Anderson's  political  position  is  not 
an  equivocal  one,  for  he  is  a  stalwart 
champion  of  republican  principles  and 
fearless  in  defense  of  his  honest  convic- 
tions. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  attend  and 
support  the  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
chapel,  but  Mrs.  Anderson,  an  accom- 
plished and  refined  lady  of  pleasing  person- 
ality, is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  of 
Mount  Pleasant.  A  self-made  man,  he  has 
eagerly  embraced  the  opportunities  for  ad- 
vancement and  has  realized  that  labor  is 
the  basis  of  all  success  and  has  therefore 
worked  persistently  and  diligently  in  his 
efforts  to  acquire  a  competence.  He  is 
also  reliable  in  his  dealings  and  has  the 
friendly  regard  of  many  with  whom  he  is 
associated 


JOSEPH  HARRISON. 

Joseph  Harrison,  sexton  of  the  ceme- 
tery in  Scott  township  and  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  seventy-three 
acres,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Iowa, 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1861,  and  his  entire 
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life  has  been  spent  in  this  state.  He  is  by 
birth,  training  and  preference  a  typical 
citizen  of  the  middle  west,  belonging  to 
that  class  whose  diligence  and  enterprise 
have  been  the  source  of  the  rapid  and  sub- 
stantial development  of  this  section  of  the 
country.  His  father,  William  Harrison 
was  born  in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  in  18 17 
and  was  a  son  of  Shadrach  Harrison,  who 
in  the  year  1827  removed  with  his  family 
from  Ohio  to  Cass  county,  Michigan, 
which  was  then  a  pioneer  district  in  which 
the  work  of  development  and  improve- 
ment had  scarcely  been  begun.  There 
the  family  remained  for  seven  years,  when 
in  1834  they  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  pio- 
neer residents  of  Louisa  county,  Iowa. 
AVilliam  Harrison  was  at  that  time  a 
young  man  of  seventeen  years  and  he 
assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing 
new  land  and  converting  it  from  a  wild 
state  into  one  of  rich  fertility.  In  1842 
he  removed  from  Louisa  to  Jefferson 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  again  settled  upon 
a  farm,  devoting  his  entire  life  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Susanna  Mace,  a  native  of  Tennes- 
see and  for  a  long  period  they  traveled 
life's  journey  together,  being  separated  by 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Harrison  in  September, 
1893.  Mr.  Harrison  survived  for  almost 
ten  years,  passing  away  in  March,  1903. 

Joseph  Harrison  of  this  review  was 
reared  upon  the  old  family  homestead  in 
Jefferson  county  and  worked  with  his 
father  upon  the  farm,  which  comprised 
three  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  very  rich 
and  productive  land  and  of  which  his 
father  retained  the  ownership  until  1890. 
Joseph  Harrison  there  lived  until  1889, 
when  he  went  to  Nebraska,  spending  a 


year  in  that  state.  He  then  returned  to 
Jefferson  county,  sold  his  portion  of  the 
old  home  place  and  afterward  went  to 
Wapello,  Iowa.  Following  his  marriage 
he  bought  a  farm  of  seventy-three  acres 
located  on  the  southern  half  of  section  15, 
Scott  township,  and  hereon  has  built  a  fine 
residence  and  also  substantial  barns  and 
outbuildings  ample  for  the  shelter  of 
grain  and  stock.  In  fact  he  has  carried 
forward  the  work  of  development  and 
improvement  in  so  progressive  a  manner 
that  his  labors  have  been  attended  with  a 
high  measure  of  success.  He  has  drilled 
a  well  which  is  one  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  in  depth,  has  divided  his  place  into 
fields  of  convenient  size  by  wire  fences, 
has  placed  considerable  time  on  the  farm 
and  thus  enhanced  its  productiveness  and 
has  planted  three  and  a  half  acres  to 
pears,  apples  and  small  fruits.  He  has  an 
excellent  farm  and  altogether  his  place  is 
one  of  the  most  attractive  and  best 
improved  in  the  township.  He  took  up 
his  abode  thereon  on  the  9th  of  March, 

1892,  and  has  wrought  a  splendid  trans- 
formation in  the  appearance  of  the  farm 
since  that  time.  He  has  also  been  engaged 
in  dealing  in  nursery  stock  since  1899 
and  N.  R.  Heath,  living  west  of  Win- 
field,  has  a  five-acre  orchard  of  cherry 
trees  containing  eight  hundred  trees 
which  were  secured  from  Mr.  Harrison. 
The  latter  has  also  been  agent  for  Leyda 
&  Company,  dealers  in  tomb  stones  at 
Burlington,  Iowa,  since   1894.     In  July, 

1893,  he  was  appointed  sexton  of  the 
Scott  township  cemetery  which  adjoins 
his  place.  Prior  to  this  time  the  cemetery 
was  overrun  w^ith  wild  grass  and  weeds 
but  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  kept  cities  of 
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the  dead  in  this  section.  Everything  is 
orderly  and  neat  in  appearance  and  flow- 
ers and  trees  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of 
the  place,  showing  the  careful  supervision 
and  labor  of  Mr.  Harrison. 

(3n  the  17th  of  August,  1891,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Joseph  Harrison 
and  Miss  Isabelle  M.  Anderson,  a  daugh 
ter  of  Albert  and  Mary  E.  (Spangler) 
Anderson,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
this  county.  Mrs.  Harrison  was  also  born 
in  this  county  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Wayne  township.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother 
of  three  children :  Edith  May,  born  July 
30.  1896;  and  Joseph  Earl,  born  January 
12.  1899,  and  Arnold,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy, was  born  in  1895. 

Mr.  Harrison  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party  and  in 
November,  1904,  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  assessor  of  Scott  township  as  the 
successor  of  Edward  Neil,  his  incumbency 
to  continue  until  1906.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Fraternal  Aid  Association  of  Law- 
rence, Kansas,  and  in  his  religious  faith  is 
a  Presbyterian.  Since  starting  out  in  life 
on  his  own  account  he  has  won  a  very 
desirable  measure  of  success  and  in  an 
analyzation  of  his  life  record  it  will  be 
found  that  his  proseprity  is  due  to  his 
earnest  purpose  and  unremitting  diligence. 


CHARLES  WHITE  GAMBELL. 

Charles  White  Gambell,  carrying  on 
business  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  in 
which  direction  he  has  gained  more  than 


local  reputation,  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  May  8,  1847, 
and  is  a  son  of  Harvey  and  Catherine- 
(Cooper)  Gambell,  the  former  a  native  of 
Shelby  county,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of 
\A'ashington  county,  Pennsylvania.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  John  Gambell. 
a  native  of  New  York,  while  the  maternal 
grandfather  was  Sylvenus  Cooper,  who 
was  born  in  the  Keystone  state.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  married  January 
I.  1837,  and  in  1855  emigrated  westward 
to  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  settling  upon  a 
farm  where  they  lived  for  two  years. 
They  then  came  to  Henry  county  and  the 
father  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  sections  13  and  14,  Scott 
township.  He  also  entered  a  quarter  sec- 
tion in  Warren  county,  which  was  wild 
prairie,  not  a  furrow  having  been  turned 
or  an  improvement  made  thereon,  but  this 
tract  he  gave  to  his  son  LeRoy,  who  de- 
veloped and  cultivated  it.  The  father 
devoted  his  energies  to  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  throughout  his  entire  life 
and  became  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of 
his  community  in  the  middle  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  He  also  followed  his 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  while  living  on  the 
farm.  His  death  occurred  in  1868  and 
the  mother  survived  until  1892. 

Charles  White  Gambell  was  a  young 
lad  of  eight  summers  when  brought  by 
his  parents  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa. 
He  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  afterward  spent  one 
year  as  a  student  in  Howe's  Academy  in 
Mount  Pleasant.  Through  the  periods  of 
vacation  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
labors  of  the  home  farm  and  gained  com- 
prehensive and  practical  knowledge  of  the 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


best  methods  of  carrying  on  the  farm 
work,  so  that  when  he  started  out  in  hfe 
for  himself  he  was  well  equipped  for  the 
care  of  field  and  meadow.  He  was  the 
youngest  of  four  sons  and  since  coming 
to  Henry  county  has  resided  continuously 
upon  the  old  Gambell  homestead.  He 
inherited  forty  acres  of  this  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death  and  forty  acres  when 
his  mother  passed  away,  while  the  remain- 
ing eighty  acres  of  the  old  home  place  was 
inherited  by  his  brother,  John  C  who 
held  it  until  his  death.  In  October,  1903, 
Charles  W.  Gambell  added  ten  acres  of 
timber  land  on  section  15,  Scott  township. 
He  carries  on  general  farming,  his  fields 
being  richly  cultivated  and  returning  to 
him  golden  harvests.  He  is  also  success- 
fully engaged  in  stock-raising,  having 
from  three  to  fifteen  head  of  horses  each 
year,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  head  of 
short-horn  cattle,  from  fifty  to  seventy 
head  of  Poland  China  hogs  and  usually 
from  forty  to  fifty  head  of  sheep. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1874,  Mr.  Gam- 
bell was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate 
A.  Haight,  who  was  born  in  McLean, 
New  York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
G.  and  Luthera  (Reed)  Haight,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  Empire  state. 
Mrs.  Gambell  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  York  and  of  Iowa  and 
after  completing  her  own  education  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching  for  several 
terms  in  this  state,  proving  a  capable  edu- 
cator. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gambell  has 
been  born  one  son,  Charles  Oscar,  whose 
birth  occurred  January  i,  1875,  and  who 
served  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  First 
Colorado  Infantry,  at  the  time  of  the 
Spanish-American  war.     He  was  sent  to 


the  Philippines  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Manila,  being  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  that  city.  He  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  in  the 
Winfield  high  school,  in  which  he  spent 
three  years.  He  spent  some  time  in  Colo- 
rado but  is  now  a  farmer  of  Louisa 
county,  Iowa,  capably  controlling  his 
agricultural  interests.  In  March,  1902, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Almina  Hewitt,  a 
native  of  Louisa  county  and  they  have  one 
child,  Raymond  LeRoy,  born  October  i, 
1904. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Gambell 
have  an  attractive  home  upon  their  farm, 
it  being  a  pleasant  house  of  six  rooms, 
which  he  remodeled  in  1889.  It  stands 
in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  finest  lawns  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  adorned  with 
splendid  shade  trees,  which  make  the 
place  one  of  the  attractive  features  of  the 
landscape.  He  gives  his  political  support 
to  the  Republican  party  and  since  1903 
has  served  as  trustee. 

In  March,  1902,  he  was  appointed  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  Scott  township  to  fill 
a  vacancy  which  expired  January,  1903, 
and  has  been  his  own  successor  ever  since, 
prior  to  his  appointment  as  justice  of  the 
peace  he  served  six  years  as  constable.  His 
religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  member- 
ship in  the  Presbyterian  church. 


HOMER   J.    GILFILLAN,    M.   D. 

Dr.  Homer  J.  Gilfillan,  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
is  a  native  son  of  Iowa,  his  birth  having 
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occurred  in  Milton,  Van  Buren  county,  on 
the  28th  of  April,  1868.  He  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  George  W.  and  Josephine  (Swartz) 
Gilfillan.  His  paternal  grandparents  were 
Dr.  Edward  and  Mary  (McKinley)  Gil- 
fillan, the  former  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. The  grandfather  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  W^ashington  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  for  forty  years,  and  was 
the  beloved  family  physician  in  many  a 
household.  He  died  there  in  1853,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1854.  In  the 
family  were  eight  children,  of  whom  two 
are  now  living,  John  F.  Oberlin  Gilfillan 
married  Sarah  Reed  and  is  a  retired  farmer 
residing   in   Milton,    Iowa. 

The  other  surviving  member  of  the  fam- 
ily of  Dr.  Edward  Gilfillan  is  Dr.  George 
Gilfillan,  who  was  born  in  West  Alex- 
ander, Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
October  25,  1835,  and  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  there,  af- 
ter which  he  attended  the  academy  in  his 
native  town.  Following  his  father's  death 
he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Swartz  as  his  preceptor,  and  under  his 
direction  pursued  his  reading  and  cpialified 
for  practice.  He  came  west  in  1855,  mak- 
ing his  way  direct  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where 
he  attended  school  for  tw(3  terms  and  then 
came  to  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  first 
practicing  in  Bentonsport. 

On  the  9th  of  May.  1861,  Dr.  George 
Gilfillan  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine 
O.  Swartz,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Swartz,  of 
Keosauqua,  Iowa,  his  former  preceptor. 
She  was  born  in  Wnieeling,W^est  Virginia, 
in  1836,  and  was  educated  in  the  semi- 
nary in  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  of 
which  she  is  a  graduate.     Unto  this  mar- 


riage eight  children  have  been  born,  of 
whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The  others 
are :  Edward,  a  book  merchant  residing 
in  Chicago;  Dr.  H.  J.  Gilfillan.  of  this 
review ;  Marietta,  the  wife  of  Dr.  James 
Hainline.  of  Denver,  Colorado;  Stella,  a 
teacher  of  instrumental  music  in  Chicago; 
Nellie,  who  is  also  a  music  teacher  in  that 
city ;  and  Maud,  who  is  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Henry  county. 

Dr.  George  \N .  Gilfillan  is  a  Mason  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  Mrs. 
Gilfillan  belongs  to  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps.  They  reside  at  No.  301  North 
^lain  street.  In  his  practice  Dr.  Gilfillan 
makes  a  specialty  of  the  diseases  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  this  branch  of  medical  science. 
In  186 1  he  settled  in  Milton,  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until 
August,  1895,  when  he  removed  to  Chi 
cago,  where  he  continued  in  general  ])rac- 
tice  until  190 1.  He  then  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant  and  as  his  health  does  not  permit 
of  general  practice  he  is  confining  his 
attention  to  stomach  troubles.  Mrs.  Gil- 
fillan has  taken  a  most  active  interest  in 
music  since  she  was  graduated  in  1854 
from  the  seminary  in  Pennsyh'ania  and 
has  been  extremely  successful  as  a  music 
teacher.  Although  now  a  grandmother 
she  still  keeps  up  her  practice  in  music, 
and  gives  lessons.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilfillan  have  many  excellent  qualities  of 
heart  and  mind  that  have  endeared  them 
to  all  with  whom  they  have  come  in  con- 
tact and  the  family  is  one  of  prominence 
in  Henry  county. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Gilfillan  was  educated  at  the 
common   schools   and   the  high    school   of 
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Alilton,  after  which  he  was  with  the  Mil- 
ton Herald  for  four  years,  and  then  he 
established  the  Tri-County  Independent,  a 
\\'eekly  newspaper  at  Milton,  which  he 
conducted  successfully  for  a  time.  He 
then  took  a  course  in  pharmacy  at  the 
Highland  Park  College,  at  Des  Moines. 
He  then  entered  the  college  of  Physicians 
and  Surg"eons,  at  Keokuk,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine  in  1896. 

Soon  after  his  graduation  he  located 
at  Trenton,  this  count}',  where  he  estab- 
lished a  good  general  practice.  Selling  his 
practice  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in 
Chicago,  in  1901,  and  then  located  in 
Mount  Pleasant  in  October,  the  same  year. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Henry  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  State  Medical 
Society  and  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  also  examiner  for  a  num- 
ber of  the  most  prominent  life  insurance 
companies. 

Here  he  has  a  well  equipped  office  on 
North  Alain  street  and  enjoys  a  large  pat- 
ronage, which  includes  an  extensive  coun- 
try practice.  He  keeps  in  touch  with 
modern  research  along  medical  and  sur- 
gical lines,  and  is  a  scientific  practitioner, 
whose  ability  is  well  indicated  by  the  lib- 
eral patronage  that  is  accorded  him. 

Dr.  Gilfillan  has  a  beautiful  home  with 
elegant  surroundings  located  at  412  North 
Main  street,  where  he  has  all  the  comforts  . 
of  a  modern  home. 

On  the  24th  of  August.  1893,  Dr.  Gil- 
fillan was  married  to  Miss  Clara  M.  Moon, 
of  Milton,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  William 
T.  and  Arminda  (Pabst)  Moon,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Gilfil- 
lan was  born  in  Ohio,  October  21,   1873, 


and  began  her  education  in  the  schools  of 
that  state,  while  later  she  continued  her 
studies  in  Milton,  Iowa.  Six  children 
ha\'e  been  born  unto  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Gil- 
fillan, all  of  whom  are  living:  Pauline, 
Esther,  William,  Harold,  Dorothy,  and 
Clarence. 

Dr.  Gilfillan  is  connected  with  the  Odd 
Fellows,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  he  has  served  as  a  trus- 
tee. In  his  practice  he  has  made  a  credit- 
able name,  adhering  closely  to  a'  high 
standard  of  professional  ethics,  and  con- 
ducting his  business  along  scientific  lines, 
which  has  resulted  in  successful  accom- 
plishment. 


J.  LOUIS  WHITNEY. 

J.  Louis  Whitney,  of  the  firm  of  Whit- 
ney &  Berg-dahl,  leading  building  contrac- 
tors, of  Mount  Pleasant,  was  born  in  this 
city,  January  12,  1870,  a  son  of  William 
and  Nancy  (Lambert)  Whitney.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  native  of  Shelby  county,  Ohio, 
and  in  early  manhood  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  he  followed  the  business 
of  contracting  and  building,  erecting 
many  of  the  substantial  structures  of  this 
city,  including  residences,  business  blocks 
and  churches.  His  labors  also  extended 
to  other  towns  and  he  was  regarded  as  a 
leading  contractor  of  his  day  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  Here  he  married  Aliss 
Nancy  Lambert,  who  came  to  Iowa  from 
Illinois  with  her  father,  Isaac  Lambert, 
and  his  family,  who  cast  in  their  lot  with 
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the  early  settlers  of  Henry  county,  making 
the  journey  thither  with  teams  before  the 
era  of  railroad  building.  The  father  and 
mother  are  still  living,  and  he  is  engaged 
in  business  at  Ottumwa,  \\-here  they  have 
resided  since  1900.  They  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Christian  church. 

In  the  public  schools  J.  Louis  Whitnev 
accjuired  his  education  and  then  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  under  the  direction  of 
his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated 
from  his  early  youth.  He  continued  with 
him  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  began  contracting  on  hi^s  own  account. 
He  afterward  spent  live  years  and  ten 
months  at  the  hospital,  in  the  employ  of 
the  state  working  at  his  trade,  when  he  re- 
sumed building  operations  and  soon  be- 
came recognized  as  a  leading  builder  of 
this  city,  giving  employment  to  three  or 
four  men.  In  1900  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  K.  A.  Bergdahl,  also  a  practical 
carpenter  and  mill  man,  under  the  firm 
style  of  Whitney  &  Bergdahl.  They  have 
erected  a  number  of  the  best  houses  of 
Alount  Pleasant,  and  also  did  the  carpen- 
ter work  on  the  buildings  of  Parsons  Col- 
lege, at  Fairfield.  They  furnished  em- 
ployment to  twenty-two  men  and  are  most 
successful  contractors,  with  a  business  that 
has  constantly  grown  in  volume  and  im- 
portance. In  the  spring  of  1905  they  took 
the  contract  for  erecting  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  building,  known  as 
the  Seeley  Memorial  building,  the  finest 
structure  in  Mount  Pleasant,  built  at  a 
cost  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  and 
the  work  is  being  carried  rapidly  forward 
and  will  be  completed  on  the  Tst  of  May, 
1906.  On  this  andtheirotherbuilding  oper- 
ations, which  are  also  extensive,  they  give 


employment  to  between  forty  and  fifty 
men.  They  are  today  the  leading  con- 
tractors in  this  section,  and  not  only  do 
they  erect  buildings  for  others  but  are  also 
speculative  builders,  buying  unimproved 
property  on  which  they  erect  buildings  for 
sale. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  married  on  the  ist  of 
June.  1 89 1,  to  Miss  Anna  Thompson,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Thompson,  of  Jef- 
ferson county,  Iowa.  She  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  but  \yas  reared  in  Jefferson 
county,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become 
the  mother  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter : 
Carl  D.,  Alice  Lucile  and  Richard  H. 
Mrs.  Whitney  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  Mr.  Whitney  at- 
tends its  services  and  contributes  to  its 
support.  They  have  a  fine  home  on  South 
White  street,  which  he  erected  and  it  is 
not  only  attractive  architecturally,  but  it  is 
also  celebrated  for  its  warm-hearted  and 
generous  hospitality.  Mr.  Whitney  be- 
longs to  Henry  Lodge,  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  been 
noble  grand,  and  he  has  also  taken  the 
encampment  degree.  He  likewise  affili- 
ates with  the  Modern  ^Voodmen  of  Amer- 
ica. In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  but  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  office,  prefer- 
ring to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
business  affairs.  That  the  building  in- 
terests of  Mount  Pleasant  have  some  most 
competent  representative  men  who  have 
attained  high  i^iroticiency  in  this  line  of 
industrial  art,  is  evidenced  throughout  tiiis 
beautiful  city  in  its  fine  residences,  sub- 
stantial business  blocks  and  modern  pub- 
lic buildings.  The  firm  of  Whitney  & 
Bergdahl,  of  which  J.  Louis  Whitney  is 
the  senior  partner,  are  receiving  a  liberal 
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share  of  the  pnl)Hc  ijatronage  in  this  hue 
because  of  an  a]:)ihty  and  business  integ- 
rity that  have  won  for  them  an  enviable 
position  in  industrial  circles.  Moreover, 
Air.  Whitney  is  well  known  socially  and 
in  the  city  of  his  birth,  which  has  also 
always  been  the  city  of  his  residence,  he 
has  a  wide  circle  of  warm  friends. 


CHARLES  G.  GLOECKLER. 

Charles  G.  (iloeckler,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  rising  young  lousiness  men  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  was  born  in  Portage 
City,  Wisconsin.  November  15,  1872,  and 
is  a  son  of  Bernard  and  Mary  (Nauer) 
Gloeckler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany,  and  as  young  people  came  to 
America,  settling  in  Pc^rtage  City,  Wis- 
consin, where  they  were  married.  The 
father  there  followed  the  occupation  of 
farming  until  his  death  in  1883,  and  the 
mother  still  lives  at  the  old  home  place. 

Charles  G.  Gloeckler  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  in  the 
business  college  at  Portage  City  and  then 
entered  a  marble  shop,  where  he  learned 
bis  trade,  working  there  for  four  vears. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went 
to  Milwaukee,  where  he  w^as  employed 
for  a  time  in  a  wholesale  yard,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Portage,  where  he 
\\'as  employed  as  a  marble  cutter  for  one 
summer.  He  next  made  his  way  to  the 
scjuthern  part  of  the  state,  where  he 
worked  for  about  four  years  at  Bos- 
cobel.     Grant     count  v.     Wisconsin,     fol- 


lowing which  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Lineas,  the  county  seat  of  Linn 
county,  Missouri,  whence  he  came  to 
Mount  Pleasant  in  December,  1895.  Here 
he  worked  as  a  salesman  for  a  marble 
house  for  two  years,  and  in  1897  he  began 
business  on  his  own  account,  being  located 
for  fi\-e  years  on  West  Monroe  street,  and 
in  January,  1903,  moved  to  his  present  lo- 
cation on  South  Jefferson  street,  near  the 
public  square,  in  a  building  erected  for  his 
firm,  they  giving  a  long-time  lease.  Here 
he  has  a  power  plant  and  the  latest  appli- 
ances for  his  w'ork.  He  started  in  a  good 
shop,  but  with  a  small  stock,  and  at  first 
employed  but  one  man.  He  has,  however, 
made  a  success  of  the  business  and  now  re- 
ceives a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patron- 
age and  furnishes  employment  to  three 
^^•orkmen,  while  his  sales  extend  through- 
out the  county  and  to  some  extent  into 
adjoining  counties.  He  has  done  much 
of  the  best  work  in  his  line  in  this  vicin- 
itv.  and  has  made  continuous  progress  in 
his  business  career,  being  now  at  the  head 
of  a  large  and  profitable  trade. 

Mr.  Gloeckler  has  also  taken  an  active 
interest  in  democratic  [Xjlitics  since  coming 
to  Henry  county,  and  is  now  at  the  head 
of  the  democratic  organization,  being  the 
chairman  of  the  county  central  committee. 
He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  congres- 
sional committee  and  has  served  in  similiar 
capacities  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  for  a  time  political  editor  of  the 
Free  Press,  the  democratic  paper  of  the 
county.  He  gives  earnest  and  thoughtful 
consideration  to  each  question  of  import- 
ance concerning  the  political  condition  of 
state  or  nation  and  is  fearless  in  his  ad- 
vocacv  of  what  he  l^elieves  to  be  rieht. 
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On  the  26th  of  September,  i8g8,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Gloeckler 
to  Miss  Mattie  S.  Stearns,  a  daughter  of 
Royal  H.  and  Mary  Jane  (Stearns) 
Stearns.  The  father  was  born  near  Rock- 
ingham, Vermont,  of  okl  Xew  England 
stock,  his  ancestors  having  come  to  the 
new  world  with  Governor  Winthrop.  The 
grandfather.  Hubbard  Stearns,  was  a 
fanner  of  Rockingham,  and  there  Roval 
H.  Stearns  lived,  owning  the  old  home- 
stead until  coming  to  Creston.  Iowa.  He 
married  Mary  Jane  Stearns,  descended 
from  the  same  famil}-  but  through  another 
line,  being  the  daughter  of  Eastman 
Stearns,  also  a  farmer  near  Rockingham', 
and  a  well  educated  man.  Miss  Alary 
Jane  Steams  was  educated  at  Knox  Col- 
lege, Galesburg.  Illinois,  her  uncle  Jona- 
than Blanchard,  being  president  of  that 
institution  at  that  time.  He  later  founded 
the  well  known  business  college  at  Whea- 
ton,  Illinois. 

Prior  to  her  marriage,  Mrs.  Stearns  had 
been  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of 
northern  Iowa.  Her  daughter,  now  the 
wife  of  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the 
Mount  Pleasant  high  school,  and  then 
graduated  from  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Or- 
atory, in  the  class  of  1891,  and  after  teach- 
ing in  the  Mount  Pleasant  public  schools, 
she  later  attended  the  Lyam  School  of 
Oratory  for  one  year  and  then  the  Co- 
lumbia School  of  Oratory,  in  Chicago, 
with  a  view  of  becoming  a  teacher  of  phys- 
ical culture.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Pi 
Beta  Phi  sorority,  and  at  present  is  en- 
gaged in  library  work.  Mrs.  Gloeckler  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  her  husband  contributes  to  its  support. 


Fraternally  Mr.  Gloeckler  is  connected 
with  the  Modern  W^oodmen  of  America 
and  has  served  as  Venerable  Consul  in  the 
local  lodge.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  and  pow- 
erful physique,  pleasant  and  agreeable 
manner  and  courteous  disposition.  His 
life  most  happily  illustrates  what  may  be 
attained  by  faithful  and  continued  effort 
in  carr3'ing  out  an  honest  purpose. 

Integrity,  activity  and  energy  ha\'e  been 
the  crowning  points  of  his  success  and  his 
connection  with  the  business  interests  of 
Mount  Pleasant  has  been  of  advantage 
to  the  city,  promoting  its  material  wel- 
fare. 


TIMOTHY   LAXGDOX    AXDREW'S, 
M.  D. 

A  life  of  usefulness  now  crowned  with 
years  and  honors — such  in  brief  is  the  his- 
tory of  Dr.  Timothy  Langdon  Andrews, 
now  living  retired  in  Mount  Pleasant.  He 
has  passed  the  eighty-seventh  milestone 
on  life's  journey,  his  birth  having  cx:curred 
in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  on  the  9th  of 
Mav.  18 19.  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Parkhill)  Andrews.  His  ancestors  be- 
came residents  of  the  new  world  during 
the  colonial  eixx:h  in  the  histoiy  of  the 
country.  His  father.  Rev.  William  An- 
drews, was  a  Congregational  minister  and 
during  his  active  connection  with  the  pas- 
toral work  of  the  church  was  located  at 
Windham,  Danbur\^  and  Cornwall,  Con- 
necticut, his  death  cK'curring  in  the  last 
named  place,  while  his  wife  passed  away 
at  Marietta,  Ohio.    Thev  had  six  sons  and 
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a  daughter,  and  five  of  the  sons  became 
ministers  of  the  Congregational  denomina- 
tion, while  the  other  also  entered  profes- 
sional life. 

The  early  boyhood  days  of  Dr.  Andrews 
were  spent  in  Danbury  and  Cornwall,  Con- 
necticut, and  after  acquiring  his  elemen- 
tary education  in  the  common  schools  he 
subsequently  attended  the  Cornwall  Acad- 
emy, acquiring  a  good,  liberal  education. 
He  likewise  profited  by  instmction  from 
his  father,  who  was  a  most  highly  edu- 
cated man.  When  he  had  completed  his 
own  course  of  stud}-  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  and  was  variously  employed  in 
his  early  manhood.  For  a  time  he  con- 
ducted a  store,  but  becoming  imbued  with 
a  desire  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine 
his  life  work,  he  began  studying  with  Dr. 
North,  of  South  Cornwall,  afterward 
entering  the  Vermont  Medical  Col- 
lege, at  Castleton,  Vermont,  where 
he  w^as  graduated  in  November,  1845, 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medinine. 
Leaving  New  England  for  a  more  con- 
genial climate,  for  he  believed  the  rigorous 
winters  of  New  England  were  detrimental 
to  his  health,  he  made  his  way  to  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  immediately  after  his  gradua- 
tion, and  there  spent  some  time  in  attend- 
ing medical  lectures  and  visiting  hospitals. 
Later  he  went  to  Clarksville^  Tennessee, 
v/here  for  a  year  he  engaged  in  teaching  in 
an  academy.  Believing  that  his  lungs  were 
affected,  in  the  spring  of  1847  he  went  to 
New  Orleans,  hoping  to  be  benefited  by 
the  change,  and  there  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  medicine.  In  January,  1849, 
he  was  employed  by  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society  as  physician  and  surgeon 
to^    accompany   a   cargo   of    emancipated 


slaves  to  Liberia,  Africa.  Cholera  broke 
out  on  shipboard  and  eighteen  died  in  the 
first  few  days,  but  the  disease  was  checked 
before  there  were  any  more  deaths.  The 
^•oyage  lasted  seventy  days.  On  leaving 
Africa  in  April,  the  same  year.  Dr.  An- 
drews crossed  the  ocean  to  South  Amer- 
ica, landing  first  at  Brazil  an  dafterward 
went  to  Rio  Janeiro.  Not  finding  any  boat 
to  take  him  back  to  New  Orleans,  he  be- 
came a  passenger  on  a  German  vessel 
bound  for  San  Francisco  by  the  way  of 
Cape  Horn,  and  arrived  at  the  Golden 
Gate  in  November,  1849.  There  per- 
forming various  services  acting  as  in- 
spector of  customs,  as  editor  of  a  news- 
paper and  as  a  school  teacher.  In  the 
spring  of  1851  he  made  a  voyage  into  the 
Southern  Pacific  waters  and  remained 
on  an  island  of  the  Navigator  or  Samoan 
group  for  four  months,  trafiicking  with 
the  natives.  He  then  returned  by  wa}'  of 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  where  he  spent 
several  months  with  a  cousin.  Rev.  Lor- 
rin  Andrews,  a  missionary  in  Honolulu. 
In  March.  1855.  Dr.  Andrews  returned 
to  New  England  by  the  Nicaraugua  route 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  located 
at  Marietta,  Ohio,  where  in  the  spring  of 
1856  he  assumed  editorial  control  of  the 
Marietta  IntcUigcnccr,  a  whig  newspaper. 
While  acting  as  its  editor  and  publisher, 
he  used  his  influence  for  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party  and  the  adoption  of 
its  principles,  supporting  John  C.  Fre- 
mont for  president  and  Salmon  P.  Chase 
for  governor  of  Ohio.  He  made  a  close 
study  of  the  great  questions  wdiich  resulted 
in  the  organization  of  the  party  and  was 
the  chanipion  of  the  principles  which  gave 
it  birth. 
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In  May,  1856,  Dr.  Andrews  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Childs,  of 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  who  died  in 
January,  1871,  at  Orient,  Adair  county, 
Iowa,  leaving  five  children :  John  F. ; 
Daisy,  now  the  wife  of  Howard  E.  Fide, 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island ;  Edward  C. ; 
Herbert  B..  and  Laura  A.,  the  wife  of 
Walter  F.  Fowler,  of  Kansas  City.  The 
sons  are  now  residents  of  Los  Angeles, 
California. 

Impaired  health  and  the  close  confine- 
ment necessary  to  his  editorial  work 
obliged  Dr.  Andrews  to  abandon  the  field 
of  journalism,  and  in  1862  he  removed  to 
Niagara  Falls,  wdiere  he  remained  until 
1869.  In  that  year  in  company  with  his 
eldest  son  he  made  his  way  to  Iowa,  set- 
tling in  Adair  county,  wdiere  his  family 
later  joined  him.  There  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  and  to  the  practice  of 
medicine.  In  October,  1874,  following  the 
death  of  his  wife,  he  removed  to  Creston, 
Iowa,  his  children  having  in  the  meantime 
returned  to  the  east.  Having  changed  his 
professional  views  and  embraced  homeo- 
pathy. Dr.  Andrews  entered  its  practice  in 
Creston,  where  he  continued  until  1883, 
when  he  went  to  Wichita,  Kansas,  and  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  se- 
cured a  large  patronage,  which  claimed  his 
attention  until  about  1890.  He  then  went 
to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where,  in  collabo- 
ration with  Mrs.  Andrews,  he  wrote  for 
the  St.  Joseph  Daily  Nczi's  and  the  Journal 
of  Commerce,  of  which  he  w^as  editor.  He 
had  been  married  in  the  meantime,  on  the 
27th  of  March,  1877,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  E. 
AMiite,  a  daughter  of  William  H.  Taylor, 
one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  and  in  1892,  following  the 


death  of  Mrs.  Taylor,  they  returned  to  this 
county  to  care  for  Mr.  Taylor,  with  whom 
they  remained  until  his  demise.  Here  Dr. 
Andrews  has  since  lived  retired.  He  and 
his  wife  attend  and  support  St.  Michael's 
Episcopal  church.  Mrs.  Andrews  was 
born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  November  30, 
1839,  her  parents  being  W.  H.  and  Susan 
H.  (Talbot)  Taylor.  She  was  a  resident 
of  Marietta  while  the  Doctor  was  an  edi- 
tor there  during  her  girlhood  days.  In 
1865,  in  Henry  county,  she  became  the 
wife  of  Edward  T.  \\'hite,  then  a  resident 
of  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  He  was  the 
founder  of  the  Free  Press,  a  republican 
paper  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  later  was 
editor  of  a  paper  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa, 
where  his  death  occurred.  Mr.  Taylor 
was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  this 
county  and  owned  and  conducted  a  fruit 
farm  near  the  town. 

Dr.  Andrews  in  the  midst  of  a  busy  life 
has  given  considerable  attention  to  the 
study  of  botany  and  collected  a  fine  her- 
barium, which  he  gave  to  Ames  Agricul- 
tural College  in  1903.  He  kept  this  up 
from  time  of  graduation  at  all  times  and 
all  places.  One  plant  which  he  discovered 
in  California  was  named  in  his  honor  by 
Dr.  Torrey,  the  celebrated  botanist.  Al- 
ways fond  of  scientific  research  and  in- 
vestigation, he  has  continually  broadened 
his  knowledge  as  the  years  have  advanced. 
His  life  record  has  contained  various  ex- 
periences, and  in  his  visits  to  many  parts 
of  the  globe  he  has  gained  the  culture  and 
learning"  which  only  travel  can  bring.  The 
Doctor,  a  man  of  strong  religious  nature, 
has  lived  his  religion  in  his  every-day  life. 
His  character  is  one  of  beauty,  and  today 
he  is  one  of  the  honored  and  esteemed  citi- 
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zens  of  Mount  Pleasant,  spending'  the  eve- 
ning of  life  here  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
well  merited  rest. 


REV.  THOMAS  J.  MYERS,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Myers,  one  of  the 
leading  Methodist  Episcopal  divines  of 
southeastern  Iowa,  now  serving  for  his 
second  term  as  presiding  elder  of  the  Bur- 
lington district,  was  born  near  Lafayette, 
Indiana,  June  7,  1840,  his  parents  being 
Reuben  and  Sally  (Moore)  Myers.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Abraham  ]\Iyers, 
was  born  August  14,  1777,  and  died  May 
23,  1849,  while  his  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Catherine  Bare,  was  born 
February  13,  1778.  and  died  October  28, 
1854.  Reuben  Myers  was  a  native  of 
York  county,  Pennsylvania,  born  March 
29,  181 5,  the  family  having  been  estab- 
lished in  the  new  world  in  colonial  daj'^s 
by  German  ancestors.  When  a  young  man 
he  removed  to  Indiana,  and  was  married 
in  W^arren  county  that  state,  to  Miss  Sally 
Moore,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ross  county,  Ohio,  May  7,  1819. 
Her  father,  Edward  Moore,  was  a  soldier 
of  the  war  of  181 2.  Reuben  Myers  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming  in  War- 
ren county,  near  the  city  of  Lafayette,  un- 
til 1843,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling 
at  Agency,  Washington  township,  Wa- 
pello county,  near  where  the  new  purchase 
was  made.  He  both  pre-empted  and  en- 
tered land,  receiving  government  warrants 
signed  by  James  K.  Polk,  then  president 


of  the  United  States.  Giving  his  attention 
to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  his 
farm,  he  spent  his  remaining  days  in  that 
locality,  although  his  death  occurred  at 
the  home  of  his  son,  Dr.  Myers,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1901.  Two  years  before,  on  the 
19th  of  January,  1899,  his  wife  had  died 
upon  the  old  homestead.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  JMethodist  Episcopal  church 
and  belonged  to  the  first  class  organized 
in  Wapello  county.  Mr.  Myers  also  as- 
sisted in  building  the  first  school  near  his 
home  in  Iowa,  and  it  was  afterward  used 
for  a  meeting  place.  Especially  interested 
in  religious  work,  he  acted  as  a  local  min- 
ister for  the  Methodist  denomination,  and 
his  home  was  always  open  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  Methodist  circuit  rider 
and  for  preachers  of  other  denominations 
as  well.  His  business  interests  were  care- 
fully conducted  and  he  became  an  exten- 
sive and  prosperous  farmer,  owning  five 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  and  productive 
land. 

Rev.  Myers,  educated  in  the  district 
schools  in  early  youth,  afterward  attended 
an  academy,  the  building  of  which  was 
erected  by  his  father  and  a  few  other 
progressive  men  in  the  neighborhood  in 
the  town  of  Ashland.  In  1858  he  entered 
the  Iowa  \\^esleyan  L^niversity,  in  which 
he  remained  until  1861,  when  he  put  aside 
his  text-books  in  order  that  he  might  aid 
his  country  in  the  struggle  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Union.  He  joined  the  First 
Iowa  Cavalry,  June  13,  only  two  months 
after  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon  and 
went  into  camp  at  Burlington,  after  which 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis  and 
thence  proceeded  southward  to  Pea  Ridge, 
iVrkansas,   arriving  there  just  two   days 
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after  the  battle.  Rev.  Myers  saw  active 
service  in  the  western  department,  in  Mis- 
souri, Arkansas,  and  Texas.  He  was  also 
at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Blackwater,  Silver  Creek, 
Prairie  Grove.  Bayou  ]\Ieter,  Little  Rock 
and  the  siege  of  that  city.  The  First  Iowa 
afterward  participated  again  against  the 
rebel  forces  and  the  most  important  en- 
gagement was  at  j\Iarke  Mills.  Rev.  Myers 
served  as  first  duty  sergeant,  and  was  also 
home  on  recruiting  service  for  four 
months.  He  was  then  at  Little  Rock,  Ar- 
kansas, on  detached  service  under  Captain 
Swain,  in  the  mustering  and  disbursing 
office  for  the  last  six  months  of  his  term 
of  enlistment,  and  was  mustered  out  on 
the  9th  of  September,  1864.  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  three  years  and  three  months  after 
the  date  of  his  enlistment. 

Having  determined  to  make  the  minis- 
try his  life  work,  he  entered  Garrett  Bib- 
lical Institute,  at  Evanston,  Illinois,  where 
he  pursued  the  theological  course  and  then 
joined  the  Iowa  conference  in  1869.  be- 
ing assigned  to  New  Sharon,  Iowa,  as  his 
first  charge.  He  was  also  the  first  pastor 
of  that  circuit.  With  zeal  and  energy 
he  entered  upon  his  work,  collected  sub- 
scriptions and  had  the  church  at  Forest 
Home  well  under  way  at  the  end  of  his 
first  year's  pastorate.  The  next  year  he 
was  transferred  to  Sigourney,  Iowa, 
where  he  also  spent  a  year,  followed  by  a 
year's  pastorate  at  Otley,  Iowa.  He  was 
for  two  years  at  Bellefontaine,  and  for 
three  years  at  Kirksville,  being  in  charge 
of  the  erection  of  the  parsonage  of  the 
improvement  of  the  church.  In  the  fall 
of  1 87 1  he  was  ordained  deacon  by  Bishop 
Ames,  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  in  1873  or- 


dained   elder    by    Bishop    Bowman,    at 
Washington,  Iowa. 

On  severing  his  connection  with  the 
Kirksville  charge  Rev.  Myers  went  to 
Kossuth  and  his  three  years'  service  there 
was  followed  by  a  three  years'  pastorate 
at  Danville  church,  at  which  time  he 
erected  the  house  of  worship  and  pur- 
chased the  parsonage,  changing  the  loca- 
tion of  both  from  the  old  to  the  new  town. 
When  the  church  was  nearing  completion 
it  was  demolished  by  what  is  known  in 
history  as  the  Grinnell  cyclone,  and  it  was 
therefore  necessary  that  the  work  be  un- 
dertaken again.  Following  a  year's  pas- 
torate at  the  south  church  in  Burlington, 
Dr.  Myers  was  then  appointed  to  the 
Burlington  district  as  presiding  elder  by 
Bishop  Foster,  having  twenty-six  charges 
with  nearly  seventy  churches.  Dr.  Myers 
remained  as  presiding  elder  for  six  years, 
being  the  first  man  west  of  the  Mississippi 
who  ever  served  for  that  length  of  time. 
When  his  term  as  presiding  elder  was 
over  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Cen- 
terville  church  and  bought  a  parsonage 
location,  after  which  he  began  the  circula- 
tion of  the  subscription  list  for  the  Ijuild- 
ing.  At  the  end  of  one  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed presiding  elder  for  the  Keokuk 
district,  and  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant, 
building  his  present  home  at  that  time.  Fie 
served  there  for  six  years,  and  prior  to  the 
end  of  the  term  was  appointed  treasurer 
of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  Later 
he  was  appointed  financial  agent  for  the 
school  and  held  both  offices  for  five  years, 
from  1897  until  1902.  He  was  also  ap- 
pointed a  meni1)er  of  the  board  of  trustees 
in  1888  and  is  still  acting  in  that  capacity, 
while  since  1905  he  has  been  a  member  of 
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the  executive  committee.  During  his 
trusteeship  the  chapel  and  science  hall  and 
also  Hersey  hall  have  been  built.  In  1902 
he  was  again  appointed  presiding  elder 
of  the  Burlington  district,  an  unusual 
precedent  for  one  man  to  serve  one  district 
for  two  terms.  He  is  still  holding  his  po- 
sition and  is  also  college  treasurer.  His 
work  in  behalf  of  the  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity is  indeed  worthy  of  note.  He  was  the 
last  financial  agent  and  his  services  con- 
tinued from  1897  until  1902,  during  which 
time  he  acted  as  treasurer  as  well.  He  took 
charge  during"  the  financial  depression 
which  swept  over  the  country  wrecking 
thousands  of  business  enterprises  and  the 
country's  confidence.  Business  had  not 
again  entered  upon  an  era  of  prosperity. 
The  people  were  cautious  and  contribu- 
tions were  limited  and  difficult  to  secure. 
After  some  months  in  active  service  in  be- 
half of  the  institution  he  saw  the  impos- 
sibility of  raising  funds  to  liquidate  the 
large  and  growing  debt  but  he  rallied  a 
few  friends  who  were  men  of  property 
and  with  them  he  put  his  personal  credit 
back  of  the  institution  and  held  its  busi- 
ness interests  steady  until  the  country 
could  recover  from  its  embarrassment  and 
alarmed  financial  condition.  Iowa  being  an 
agricultural  country  had  not  sufl:'ered  to 
the  extent  that  other  parts  of  the  Union 
had  done,  but  its  farming  community  was 
cautious  and  became  imbued  with  the  idea 
that  they  were  suffering  financially  and 
that  they  must  wait  until  times  were  bet- 
ter. Meanwhile  the  authorities  of  the  col- 
lege under  the  financial  secretaryship  of 
Rev.  Myers  and  the  efficient  services  of 
President  Stafford  waited  for  better  times. 
Historv  can  never  give  an  account  of  the 


real  value  of  his  services  at  that  time  for 
the  anxious  days  and  nights  spent  by  Dr. 
Myers,  nor  pay  the  debt  of  gratitude 
which  they  owe  him  for  the  financial  value 
of  his  services  to  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1869,  at 
Victoria,  Knox  county,  Illinois,  Rev. 
Myers  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Mor- 
rison, a  daughter  of  John  and  Harriet 
Morrison,  the  former  a  business  man  of 
that  place.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Myers 
were,  for  long  years  before  coming  to  Illi- 
nois, leading  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  in  Senecaville,  Ohio. 
The  mother,  Harriet  Morrison,  died  in 
Homer,  Illinois,  April  7,  1871.  The  fa- 
ther, John  Morrison,  died  at  Fairmount 
July  15,  1893.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Myers  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  sons  and  a 
daughter.  The  eldest  is  Dr.  Edward  Mor- 
rison, a  practicing  physician  and  surgeon, 
of  Boone,  Iowa,  who  was  born  May  12, 
1872,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University  with  the  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  in  1893,  while  that  of  Master 
of  Arts  degree  was  conferred  upon  him 
in  1896.  He  completed  a  course  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  Northwestern 
University,  at  Chicago,  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1900,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  house  staff  of  Mercy  Hos- 
pital for  two  years.  He  is  now  practicing 
successfully  in  Boone.  Mary  L.  Myers, 
who  was  graduated  from  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science,  in  1895,  ^^'^^  married  February 
5,  1902,  to  Lieutenant  Edward  W. 
Hearne,  of  Mount  Clair,  New  Jersey. 
Charles  Haven,  who  was  born  January  10, 
1880,  was  graduated  from  the  Iowa  Wes- 
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leyan  University  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  in  1902.  and  is  noAv  a  student  in 
the  Drew  Theological  University,  at  Mad- 
ison, Xew  Jersey,  and  is  also  pursuing  a 
course  in  Columbia  University,  New 
York,  for  his  [Master's degree.  John  F.,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  is  with  his  parents 
in  Mount  Pleasant.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  was  also  a  student  in  the 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  He  is  also 
completing  his  graduating  course  in  the 
Conservatoiy  of  Music,  and  is  considered 
one  of  the  finest  musicians  of  tjie  citv,  hav- 
ing a  very  fine  voice.  During  the  tenn 
of  1905-6  he  was  the  leader  of  the  Univer- 
sity Glee  Club.  Choosing  commercial 
life,  however,  he  left  the  uniA'ersity  proper 
before  completing  the  course. 

Dr.  Myers  received  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity  from  the  Southwestern 
Kansas  College,  at  Winfield,  Kansas,  in 
June,  1902.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Mat- 
thias post.  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
of  Burlington,  and  in  matters  of  citizen- 
ship is  deeply  interested  but  has  found  lit- 
tle time  for  co-operation  in  pul^lic  move- 
ments aside  from  his  work  in  behalf  of  the 
churcli  and  religious  education.  He  is, 
however,  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments 
and  broad  humanitarian  principles,  which 
qualities  have  been  shadowed  forth  be- 
tween the  lines  of  this  review  and  more- 
over there  is  an  abiding  charity  and  kindly 
sympathy  in  him  that  has  ^^•on  him  uni- 
form confidence  and  regard, .  while  his 
mental  qualities  have  gained  him  the  re- 
spect and  admiration  of  his  fellow  men, 
especially  throughout  the  middle  west, 
where  he  has  taken  a  prominent  and  ac- 
tive part  in  Methodism  for  many  years. 


GARY  S.  KESINGER. 

Gary  S.  Kesinger.  of  Rome,  is  a  native 
son  of  Ohio,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Lancaster  on  the  17th  of  September,  1859. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  J.  Kes- 
inger, the  father  being  born  in  Rocking- 
ham county,  Virginia,  on  the  31st  day  of 
October,  181 5,  later  removing  to  Ohio, 
where  he  still  lives.  Rebecca  J.  Kes- 
inger, the  daughter  of  John  Cozine,  was 
born  in  Bedford  county.  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  1 2th  day  of  October.  1826,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eig'ht  years  and  ten 
months,  August  13,  1895. 

Gary  S.  Kesing-er  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  obtained  a  common 
school  education.  He  continued  with  his 
father  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  began  learning  telegraphy,  and  was 
employed  at  different  points  along  the 
road  until  1892.  when  he  came  to  Rome. 
Here  he  established  a  general  repair  shop, 
and  in  1902  he  extended  the  scope  of  his 
business  activity  and  operations  by  adding 
a  feed  mill,  doing  his  grinding  by  power 
furnished  by  a  nine-horse-power  gasoline 
engine.  In  the  more  recently  established 
enterprise  he  is  meeting  with  good  suc- 
cess, finding  it  a  profitable  investment. 

In  October,  1890,  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Kesinger  j\nd  Miss  May  F. 
Paxston,  who  was  born  in  Rome,  in  Jan- 
uary, 1872,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of 
Matthew  and  G.  C.  (Anderson)  Paxston. 
the  former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Sweden, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kesinger  have  one  son, 
Harry  Allen,  born  October  ,3,  1891.  Mr. 
Kesinger  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and 
is  interested  in  the  success  and  growth  of 
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his  party,  and  has  served  for  more  than 
one  year  as  township  trustee.  He  has  also 
been  school  director  for  two  years,  and 
the  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm 
and  helpful  friend.  In  fact,  his  interest 
extends  to  every  movement  or  plan  for 
the  g"eneral  good,  and  he  endorses  all  pro- 
gressive measures. 


THOMAS  WASHINGTON  COOPER. 

Thomas  Washington  Cooper  is  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm  in  Wayne  town- 
ship upon  which  is  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence, good  barns  and  large,  substantial 
sheds.  Moreover  he  has  set  out  maple, 
pine  and  ornamental  trees  and  he  has  a 
splendid  orchard  and  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  born  in  Highland 
county.  Ohio,  April  2t^,  1843.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  John  Cooper,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  his  father,  Jesse 
Cooper,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Having  arrived  at  years 
of  maturity  he  married  Miss  Mary  Elea- 
nor Rees,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eleanor  (Dowm- 
ing)   Rees. 

Thomas  Washington  Cooper,  son  of 
Jesse  and  Mary  E.  (Rees)  Cooper,  was  a 
public  school  student  in  Ohio  in  his  early 
boyhood  days,  later  attended  the  Leba- 
non (Ohio)  College,  and  afterward  pre- 
pared for  a  business  career  by  a  course  of 
study  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial 
College,  at  Columbus,  Ohio.     He  was  a 


\'oung  man  of  but  nineteen  years,  when, 
in  June,  1862.  he  responded  to  the  coun- 
try's call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  Com- 
pany F,  Sixtieth  Ohio  Infantry.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  in  Vir- 
ginia and  on  the  15th  of  September,  1862, 
Mr.  Cooper  was  captured  by  the  Confed- 
erate troops  in  that  state.  Two  days  later, 
however,  he  was  paroled  and  was  sent 
to  Camp  Douglas  near  Chicago,  where  he 
was  discharged  in  December,  1862.  He 
remained  at  home  for  three  months  and 
then  re-enlisted  in  the  Eleventh  Ohio 
Cavalry  to  fight  the  Indians,  becoming  a 
meml^er  of  that  command  in  August. 
1863.  He  was  assigned  to  service  at  Fort 
Laramie  and  afterward  in  Idaho,  now 
Wyoming.  Once  a  severe  battle  occurred 
at  Mud  Springs  and  was  continued  to 
Rush  Creek,  eight  miles  distant.  The 
Indian  chiefs  were  Sitting  Bull  and  Red 
Cloud.  The  white  men  killed  ninety- 
seven  Indians  and  among  the  soldiers 
there  w'ere  seven  killed  and  about  eleven 
wounded.  The  regiment  remained  there 
until  August,  1866,  when  the  troops  were 
discharged. 

W' hen  the  country  no  longer  needed  his 
services  Mr.  Cooper  returned  to  Ohio, 
where  he  attended  school  until  the  spring 
of  1867.  He  then  came  to  Henry  county 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie 
land  in  Wayne  township,  for  which  he 
paid  about  nine  dollars  per  acre.  Today 
he  would  refuse  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  per  acre,  so  greatly  has  the  land 
appreciated  in  value,  owing  to  the  rapid 
settlement  of  the  country  and  the  excel- 
lent improvements  that  he  has  placed 
upon  his  farm.  After  making  the  pur- 
chase  he   broke   the   prairie   and   built   a 
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house,  twenty-two  b}-  twenty-four  feet, 
and  one  and  a  half  stories  in  height. 
There  he  Hved  until  1902,  when  he  re- 
modeled the  dwelling"  and  now  has  a  com- 
fortable home  of  five  rooms.  The  entire 
farm  is  surrounded  by  a  woven  wire  fence 
that  also  divides  the  place  into  five  fields. 
In  1877  he  built  a  barn,  twenty-four  by 
thirty-six  feet,  and  afterward  erected 
thereon  a  shed,  which  extends  on  tw(3 
sides  of  the  barn.  The  value  and  at- 
tractive apeparance  of  the  place  have  been 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  maple,  pine  and 
ornamental  trees  which  he  has  set  out  and 
he  likewise  has  an  orchard  containing 
forty  apple  trees,  thirty  peaches  trees  and 
six'  plum  trees,  from  which  he  gathers 
good  harvests.  Fie  carries  on  general 
farming,  the  well  tilled  fields  bringing  to 
him  good  harvests,  and  he  also  raises  cat- 
tle, horses  and  hogs. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1867,  Mr. 
Cooper  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Hannah  Thornburg,  who  was  born  in 
Clinton  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Jane  (Sharp)  Thornburg.  She 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
her  native  county.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren :  Leanora,  the  wife  of  Oliver  P. 
Hough,  who  resides  upon  a  part  of  her 
father's  farm;  and  Alva  Curtis,  who  is 
also  living  upon  a  part  of  the  old  home 
place.  Mr.  Cooper  has  resided  upon  his 
present  farm  for  about  thirty-nine  years 
and  it  is  today  a  splendidly  improved 
property,  which  gives  every  evidence  of 
his  care  and  supervision.  He  was  born 
I  »f  Quaker  parentage  and  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  with 
which  he  was  connected  until  1893.  when 
he  joined  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  church. 


In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  has 
twice  been  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Wayne  township.  In  community  afifairs  he 
is  deeply  interested,  desiring  the  best  de- 
velopment of  the  township  and  county, 
and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  general  prog- 
ress have  been  a  matter  of  public  benefit. 


GEORGE  W.  NEFF. 

It  is  always  of  interest  to  examine  into 
the  history  of  a  self-made  man  and  note 
the  methods  that  he  has  followed  and  the 
business  principles  that  he  has  practiced 
in  carrying  on  his  life  work  and  winning 
thereby  the  success  which  all  men  seek. 
Mr.  Neff,  starting  out  for  himself  at  a 
\'ery  early  age,  has  become  one  of  the 
prosperous  residents  of  Henr}^  county, 
where  for  many  years  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing, while  at  the  present  time  he  is  liv- 
ing, while  at  the  present  time  he  is  living 
retired  in  Wayland  in  the  enjoyment  of  well 
earned  ease.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Tuscarawas 
county  on  the  loth  of  July,  1855.  His 
father,  Jacob  Neff.  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  married  Christina  Johnson,  a 
native  of  Scotland.  In  their  family  were 
four  sons  and  four  daughters  and  the 
parents  died  when  George  W.  Neff  was 
but  two  years  of  age.  The  children  then 
went  to  live  in  different  homes  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  George  W.  Neff  was 
taken  by  Jacob  D.  Yoder  with  whom  he 
lived  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he 
left     Ohio   and   came   to   Henry    county, 
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Iowa,  where  he  worked  for  Mr.  Yoder's 
son,  Phihp,  who  was  extensively  engaged 
in  sheep  raising.  Mr.  Neff  took  charge 
of  the  ranch,  which  he  managed  for  two 
and  a  half  years,  and  later  he  worked  for 
James  Laird  on  a  large  farm  for  eight 
months.  Desiring,  however,  that  his  la- 
bors should  be  of  more  direct  benefit  to 
himself,  he  rented  a  farm  from  Philip 
Yoder  and  operated  it  for  a  year  in  con- 
nection with  one  of  his  brothers.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  took  charge  of  the 
stock  ranch  owned  by  Daniel  Turney,  one 
of  the  prominent  stockmen  of  eastern 
Iowa.  The  place  was  located  near  Tren- 
ton, and  he  remained  in  charge  for  thir- 
teen months. 

It  was  about  that  time  that  Mr.  Nef¥ 
was  married,  winning  as  a  companion  and 
helpmate  for  life's  journey  Miss  Mattie 
Sommers,  whom  he  wedded  on  the  28th  of 
December,  1870.  She  was  born  in  Holmes 
county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Sommers,  he.  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  she.  a  native 
of  Ohio.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  Neff 
rented  a  portion  of  the  last  farm  on  which 
he  had  worked,  remaining  thereon  a  year, 
after  which  he  again  operated  a  leased 
farm  for  a  year.  Subsequently  he  pur- 
chased forty-five  acres  of  land  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Iowa,  which  was  covered 
with  brush.  This  he  cleared  and  culti- 
vated, improving  it  and  adding  to  it  until 
the  place  comprised  one  hundred  acres, 
upon  which  he  resided  for  thirteen  years. 
In  1886  he  traded  that  property  for  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  Way- 
land  on  the  north  and  there  he  built  a  resi- 
dence and  barn  and  otherwise  improved 
the  property.     His  attention  was  devoted 


to  general  agricultural  pursuits  there  for 
about  sixteen  years,  when  he  sold  all  of 
the  farm  with  the  exception  of  about  three 
acres.  He  thus  keeps  two  town  lots  and 
upon  the  place  he  has  a  fine  modern  resi- 
dence, containing  twelve  rooms  heated 
with  furnace  and  supplied  with  water.  It 
ine  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  best 
equipped  residences  of  W'ayland  and  in 
this  home  Mr.  Neff  is  now  enjoying  the 
comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  which  have 
been  secured  to  him  through  his  own  well 
directed  labor.  Lqx)n  tliis  place  he  also 
has  a  large  barn  thirty  by  forty  feet. 
There  is  a  well  kept  lawn  surrounding  his 
home,  which  is  tastefully  furnished  and 
which  is  the  center  of  a  cultured  society 
circle.  In  addition  to  his  other  property 
Mr.  Neff  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Marion  township,  Wash- 
ington county,  which  he  keeps  well  stocked 
with  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  this  being 
operated  by  two  of  his  sons.  Miles  and 
Gola. 

.Unto  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neff  have  been 
born  ten  children :  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Lute,  a  resident  of  Jefferson  town- 
ship; Miles  P.,  residing  in  Wayland;  Jo- 
seph, who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Arnold,  who  w^as  killed  by  a  horse  when 
nine  years  of  age;  Maud,  the  wnfe  of 
William  Barnet,  a  druggist,  of  Wayland; 
Fred,  Gola  H.,  Randolph,  L}-dia,  and 
Martha,  all  at  home.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Mennonite  church,  and 
Air.  Neff  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  republican  party,  but  has  never  sought 
or  desired  office  as  a  reward  for  party 
fealty.  His  life  has  indeed  been  a  busy 
one,  for  from  an  early  age  he  has  earned 
his  own  living,   often  through  hard  and 
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self-denying  labor.  As  the  years  have  gone 
by,  however,  he  has  prospered  and,  hav- 
ing acquired  a  handsome  competence,  he 
is  now  enabled  to  live  retired. 


HEZEKIAH  SMITH  JERREL. 

H.  S.  Jerrel,  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  Marion  township,  who  displays 
excellent  business  ability  and  executive 
force  in  the  management  of  his  agricul- 
tural interests,  was  born  in  W'ashington 
county,  Indiana,  February  21.  1839,  his 
parents  being  Charles  F.  and  Jane  D. 
(Davis)  Jerrel.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
William  Jerrel,  was  one  of  the  North  Car- 
olina heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
serving  for  seven  years  in  defense  of  the 
colonies  in  their  endeavor  to  secure  inde- 
pendence, remaining  with  the  army  until 
victory  rewarded  the  earnest  efforts  of  the 
soldiers.  He  reached  the  very  advanced 
age  of  one  hundred  and  seven  years.  His 
last  years  were  spent  near  Greencastle, 
Indiana.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Enoch  Davis,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  18 1 2  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine 
years.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  North 
Carolina  and  his  later  days  in  Indiana. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both 
natives  of  Guilford'  county,  North  Caro- 
lina, born  in  1801.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  at  an  early  day 
in  the  development  of  Indiana  removed  to 
that  state,  where  he  carried  on  farming 
until  1850,  when  he  came  to  Iowa.  He 
settled  upon  a  farm  of  forty  acres  near 


the  present  home  of  our  subject,  remaining 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
March  4,  1864.  His  widow  long  survived 
him  and  died  in  1900,  in  her  ninety-ninth 
year,  at  which  time  her  remains  were  in- 
terred by  the  side  of  her  husband's  in 
Hickory  Grove  cemetery.  ]\Ir.  Jerrel  was 
a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  fre- 
quently acted  as  deputy  sheriff.  His  wife 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
In  their  family  were  ten  children,  but  only 
three  are  now  living:  Ruth,  the  wife  of 
Robert  Loudon,  who  resides  at  Russell, 
Lucas  county,  Iowa;  H.  S.,  of  this  re- 
view, and  Susan,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Cof- 
fin, who  is  now  living  in  Oskaloosa. 
Abner  D.  Jerrel,  an  elder  brother  of  our 
subject,  served  in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting 
in  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry^  and  acting  as 
a  teamster  to  carry  provisions. 

H.  S.  Jerrel  acquired  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  also  in  Henry  county,  being  a  youth 
of  eleven  years  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  Iowa.  He  re- 
mained upon  the  old  homestead  until  his 
father's  death,  and  soon  afterward  made 
preparation  for  having  a  home  of  his  own 
by  his  marriage  on  the  17th  of  March, 
1864,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Patton,  who 
was  born  in  Fayette  county.  Pennsylvania, 
November  4,  1839,  and  when  eleven  years 
of  age  was  brought  to  Iowa  b}'  her  parents, 
David  and  Susan  (Haveley)  Patton.  Her 
father  was  also  a  native  of  Fayette  county, 
born  Januar}^  4,  1807,  while  the  mother's 
birth  occurred  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  May  27,  t8it.  In  the  east 
Mr.  Patton  learned  and  followed  the  trade 
of  a  bridge  cari:)enter  and  cabinet-maker. 
and  in   i8si  he  came  westward  to  Iowa, 
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settling  on  a  farm  in  Henry  county.  His 
last  days,  however,  were  spent  in  Van 
Buren  county,  where  he  died  November 
13,  1861,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in 
the  same  county  March  4.  1859.  They 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  after  their  removal 
to  Iowa  Mrs.  Patton  became  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church.  Mr.  Patton 
belonged  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  gave  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  republican  party.  In  their  family 
were  ten  children,  of  whom  three  are  liv- 
ing: Elizabeth  D..  now  Mrs.  Jerrel,  who 
was  educated  in  Howe's  Academy  and 
taught  school  in  Henry  and  Van  Buren 
counties  before  her  marriage ;  Augustus 
B.,  who  wedded  Ida  Davis  and  is  living 
in  Ogden.  Utah,  and  Margaret  L..  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Railey,  of  New  Castle.  Col- 
orado. One  son  of  this  family.  William 
D.  Patton,  served  for  nine  months  in  the 
Civil  war,  being  a  member  of  Company 
C,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  on  account  of  illness. 
In  the  year  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Jerrel 
purchased  thirty-seven  and  a  half  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valu- 
able farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  on  section  16,  Marion  township.  He 
has  built  an  attractive  residence  in  modern 
style  of  architecture  and  the  house  is  con- 
veniently arranged  and  tastefully  fur- 
nished. In  1876  he  erected  substantial 
barns  and  outbuildings  and  he  has  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  becoming  one  of  the  pros- 
perous residents  of  the  community.  He 
.now  feeds  about  four  car  loads  of  cattle 
each   vear   and   raises   and    feeds    Poland 


China  hogs  extensive!}'.  In  his  business 
interests  he  shows  keen  discernment  and 
unfaltering  enterprise  and  is  seldom,  if 
ever,  at  error  in  matters  of  judgment  con- 
nected with  agricultural  and  live  stock 
interests. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerrel  have  been 
born  five  children.  Charlemagne  M.,  the 
eldest,  born  in  Henrys  county,  December 
12.  1864,  was  educated  in  Howe's  Acad- 
emy and  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University 
of  ]Mount  Pleasant.  He  then  took  up  the 
study  of  law  with  the  firm  of  Woolson  & 
Babb,  and  following  his  admission  to  the 
bar  by  examination,  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  for  ten  years,  but  his  health 
failed  and  he  was  compelled  to  return  to 
his  parents"  farm.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masons  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican 
and  is  now  serving  for  his  fourth  year  as 
township  clerk.  Clinton  O.  Jerrel,  Doctor 
of  Dental  Surgery  is  the  second  of  the  fam- 
ily and  was  born  on  the  homestead  farm, 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  Howe's 
Academy  and  the  state  university.  He  pre- 
pared for  practice  of  dentistry  in  the  last 
named  and  was  graduated  in  1891.  He 
then  practiced  in  Pennsylvania  from  April. 
1 89 1,  until  August,  1893,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Mount  Pleasant.  Here  he  has 
built  up  a  good  practice  and  is  widely  ac- 
quainted. He  was  an  ambitious  boy  and 
is  a  self-educated  as  well  as  self-made  man. 
having  worked  his  way  through  college. 
He  has  high  ideals  concerning  the  respon- 
sibilities and  duties  of  the  profession,  and 
by  his  conscientious  work  and  efficient 
professional  service  has  gained  the  esteem 
and  trust  of  the  community.  In  politics 
he  is  an  independent  republican.     Dr.  Burt 
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O.  Jerrel.  the  third  son,  was  born  March 
2,  1869,  and  after  attending  Howe's  Acad- 
emy in  Mount  Pleasant  and  Elhott's  Busi- 
ness College  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  attended 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Chicago  Med- 
ical College,  of  Chicago.  Illinois.  He  now 
lives  in  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  where  he  is  en- 
joying a  large  and  prosperous  practice. 
He  married  Miss  Rosa  Blanchard,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Blanchard,  of  Oska- 
loosa. and  they  have  one  child,  Louise, 
who  was  born  July  21.  1902.  Alfretta 
Jerrel.  born  September  30.  1872.  attended 
the  district  schools,  also  Howe's  Academy 
and  the  Wesleyan  University,  and  has 
taught  to  some  extent  in  the  country 
schools,  but  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents.  Alfred  B.  Jerrel,  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  born  August  12,  1875,  w'as 
also  a  student  in  Howe's  Academy,  and 
is  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad  Company  at  Au- 
rora, Illinois,  where  he  has  a  good 
position. 

Mr.  Jerrel  votes  with  the  democratic 
party,  but  has  no  desire  for  the  honors 
nor  emoluments  of  public  office.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jerrel  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as 
a  trustee.  He  has  long  lived  in  the  county, 
where  he  has  witnessed  many  changes, 
and  he  is  a  self-made  man,  whose  earnest 
labors  have  wrought  success,  making  him 
one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  his 
community.  He  is  now  classed  with  the 
old  settlers  of  the  county,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  genial  people,  w^ho  have  a  very 
large  circle  of  friends,  w'hich  is  practically 
co-extensive  with  their  acquaintance  and 
no  review  of  the  county  would  be  com- 
plete w'ithout  mention  of  this  family. 


GUSTAV  JERICHO. 

Gustav  Jericho,  whose  life  is  an  illus- 
tration of  die  fact  that  America  offers 
splendid  business  opportunities  to  young 
men  of  energy  and  determination  and  that 
labor  finds  its  just  reward  in  this  coun- 
try where  effort  is  unhampered  1)y  caste 
or  class,  has  for  fifty- four  years  been  a 
well  known  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant. 
He  is  today  enjoying  a  well  earned  ease 
after  a  long  period  of  active  connection 
with  business  interests  in  the  city.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Prussia.  Germany.  June 
I.  1838,  his  parents  being  Frederic  Wil- 
liam and  Ann  Sophia  Jericho.  The  father 
Axlio  was  a  saddler  and  harness  maker  in- 
trade,  died  in  1841,  leaving  several  small 
children  to  care  for  his  widow.  She  kept 
her  family  together,  and  in  1858  came  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  she  remained  until 
her  death,  in  1889,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  years. 

Gusta\-  Jericho  was  a  youth  of  thirteen 
years  when  he  came  with  his  mother  to 
the  new  world  in  185 1.  He  has  since  been 
dependent  upon  his  own  resources  and  lie- 
gan  earning  his  living  here  by  learning  the 
harness  maker's  trade.  He  also  attended 
the  public  schools  and  fitted  himself  t\)r 
college,  subsequent  to  which  he  entered  the 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  When  his 
education  was  completed  he  made  his  way 
to  Jackson,  Missouri,  where  for  two  years 
he  was  engaged  in  house  painting  and  on 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  returned 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  entered  the 
employ  of  his  brother,  who  conducted  a 
saddleiT  establishment  in  this  city.  In 
i860  Mr.  JericJKT  went  to  Cliicago,  where 
he  was  employed  at  painting,  and  on  the 
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breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  on  May  i, 
1861,  he  enhsted  in  the  Sturges  Independ- 
ent Rifle  Company  of  Sharpshooters.  With 
this  command  he  did  service  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  company  was  afterward  at- 
tached to  the  Anny  of  the  Potomac,  with 
which  he  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Fair  Oaks,  Gaines  Mills,  Malvern  Hill 
and  other  important  engagements.  He 
was  orderly  or  first  sergeant  of  his  com- 
pany and  was  mustered  out  in  November, 
1862. 

Again  returning  to  Mount  Pleasant  ^Ir. 
Jericho  once  more  resumed  the  harness 
maker's  trade  and  later  he  represented 
Cole  Brothers  in  soliciting  patronage  for 
their  lightening  rods.  On  severing  that 
business  connection  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  house  painting,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1890.  His  sons  having  been 
educated  for  pharmacists  Mr.  Jericho  then 
purchased  a  drug  store  at  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Monroe  streets,  the  leading 
business  corner  of  the  city,  and  success- 
fully conducted  the  store  until  he  turned 
it  over  to  his  sons  a  few  years  ago.  He 
has  since  lived  retired  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  well  earned  rest  and  the  visible  evi- 
dence of  his  life  of  enterprise  and  capable 
management  is  seen  in  his  fine  brick  resi- 
dence at  the  comer  of  Green  and  White 
streets,  and  other  valuable  city  property, 
including  the  Brazelton  House  block 
which  he  held  till  1906,  and  also  in  his 
farm  in  Van  Buren  county. 

Mr.  Jericho  was  married  in  Chicago,  in 
May,  i860,  just  prior  to  his  enlistment  in 
the  army,  to  Miss  Louisa  Flam,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  from  whence  she  came  to 
America  wnth  her  father,  following  her 
mother's    death.      Mr.    and    Mrs.    Jericho 


ha^•e  become  the  parents  of  eight  children 
who  yet  survive :  Gustav  B.,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  drug  firm  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant; Richard,  who  is  in  Chicago;  John 
H.,  a  druggist  of  this  city;  Frederic,  who 
is  conducting  a  similar  enterprise  in  Fair- 
field, Iowa;  William,  of  Mount  Pleasant; 
Anna,  the  wife  of  Gustav  Grau,  of  Mount 
Pleasant;  Albert,  who  is  a  druggist  at 
Cantrell,  Iowa ;  and  Ernest,  a  drug'gist  of 
Monmouth,  Illinois,  and  who  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry  during  the  Spanish-American 
war. 

Air.  Jericho  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has 
been  its  noble  grand.  He  also  belongs 
to  ]\IcFarland  post.  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  well  deserves  the  praise 
which  is  conferred  in  the  term,  "'a  self- 
made  man,"'  for  he  came  to  America  with- 
out money  and  has  gained  his  position  in 
the  business  and  financial  circles  in  Henry 
county  owing  to  his  determination,  stal- 
wart energy  and  imremitting  diligence. 
He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  this 
city,  respected  by  all,  and  his  example  is 
well  worthv  of  emulation. 


WILLIAM  KING  HOBART. 

William  K.  Hobart,  who  lives  in  a 
])leasant  home  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  belongs 
to  that  class  of  citizens  who  win  the  ad- 
miration and  respect  of  all  by  what  they 
have  accomplished  by  individual  efifort 
and  alone  honorable  lines.     Mr.  Hobart  is 
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entirely  a  self-made  man  and  all.  that  he 
has  enjoyed  and  possessed  has  been  won 
throngh  well  directed  labor,  guided  by 
sound  business  judgment.  He  was  born 
March  4,  1836,  in  Oneida  county,  New 
York,  the  son  of  William  and  Axie  (In- 
graham)  Hobart.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  Oneida  county.  The  father  was 
in  his  early  life  a  prosperous  miller  in 
city  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  learning  the  trade 
from  his  father,  who  was  a  wealthy  mil- 
ler of  that  city.  The  family  was  a  fam- 
ily of  great  wealth  in  Ireland,  but  owing 
to  the  law  of  primo-geniture,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  William,  who  was  not  the 
oldest  son,  did  not  inherit  much  of  this. 
He  was,  however,  equipped  with  a  good 
education,  being  especially  proficient  in 
mathematics,  and  being  also  gifted  with 
much  determination  of  character,  he  de- 
cided to  come  to  the  new  world,  feeling 
that  here  he  would  find  better  opportuni- 
ties for  advancement.  He  first  came  to 
the  state  of  New  York  some  three  or  four 
years  before  his  marriage.  Here  he  felt 
the  disadvantage  of  his  unfamiliarity  with 
the  American  people  and  their  ways,  and 
in  order  to  make  himself  accjuainted  with 
them,  became  a  pack-peddler.  Of  this 
he  made  a  partial  success  financially,  as 
well  as  learning  the  all  important  facts 
about  the  country  and  the  people  of  which 
he  had  started  out  in  search.  He  was 
married  in  Oneida  county.  New  York,  and 
lived  there  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
family  then  came  to  McDonough  county. 
Illinois,  in  185 1.  where  he  bought  a  small 
tract  of  timber  land,  but  which  they  never 
improved.  The  family  on  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, and  later,  on  coming  to  the  west,  were 
veiy  poor,  so  that  it  has  been  a  struggle 


against  the  greatest  odds,  by  which  our 
subject  has  attained  the  honored  and  re- 
spected position  of  financial  independence 
which  he  now  occupies.  Onmoving  to  Iowa 
the  father  bought  a  farm  in  Scott  town- 
ship, near  Winfield,  a  place  of  180  acres, 
all  wild  prairie  land.  This  his  sons,  our 
subject  and  his  brothers,  improved,  and  on 
it  they  built  a  house  where  the  father  lived 
till  the  time  of  his  death.  His  remains 
now  lie  buried  in  Forest  Home  cemetei-y, 
in   Mount  Pleasant. 

William  King  Hobart  received  his 
early  education  in  public  and  subscription 
schools  near  his  home.  These  opportu- 
nities were  very  limited,  but  he  inherited  a 
taste  for  learning  and  was  willing  to  en- 
dure some  discomforts  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  education  that  he  so  much  de- 
sired. For  a  time  he  did  chores  and  odd 
jobs  to  pay  his  way  in  school  and  by  the 
time  that  that  became  impracticable,  he 
had  formed  a  taste  for  reading,  and  had 
learned  how  to  study,  so  that  he  was  able 
to  go  on  and  educate  himself.  He  has 
always  been  a  close  reader  of  the  best 
books,  a  patron  of  literary  societies,  and 
a  constant  attendant  at  the  higher  grade 
of  lectures,  and  has  kept  well  posted  on 
all  current  events  and  the  leading  ques- 
tons  of  public  interest  and  policy  through- 
out the  world,  so  that  today  he  ranks 
among  the  best  informed  as  well  as  well 
educated  men  of  Mount  Pleasant. 

In  his  boyhood,  Mr.  Hobart  learned 
the  trade  of  the  carpenter,  serving  his  ap- 
prenticeship while  he  was  living  in  Illi- 
nois. He  worked  for  a  year  for  the  firm 
of  Hewey  &  Behmiller  without  wages. 
He  was  to  a  large  extent  a  natural  me- 
chanic,   and  enjoyed  his  work  so    much 
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that  he  has  followed  it  for  most  of  his 
lifetime  since.  He  worked  on  a  farm  for 
a  short  time,  tending  the  home  place  dur- 
ing one  season  during  the  war,  while  his 
brothers  were  at  the  front.  He  and  his 
brothers  have  a  war  record  of  which  any 
family  might  \vell  be  proud.  Six  broth- 
ers of  them — Frederick  E.,  Milo,  Frank- 
lin, Joseph,  William  K.,  and  Mortimer — 
were  all  in  the  war,  and  served  an  aver- 
age of  three  years  each,  although  one  was 
killed  in  the  first  year  of  the  war.  Morti- 
mer gave  up  his  life  for  his  country  at  the 
l)attle  of  Shiloh,  on  April  6.  1862.  Three 
of  the  brothers  underwent  the  unspeak- 
able horrors  of  Andersonville  prison,  Wil- 
lian  K.,  himself  being  held  there  in  captiv- 
ity for  seven  long  months,  and  suffering 
hardships  from  which  his  system  has 
never  recovered. 

Mr.  Hobart  enlisted  at  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  being  one  of  the  original 
"three  months"  men,  and  took  part  in  the 
l)attle  of  Wilson  Creek.  Missouri.  After 
the  time  of  his  first  enlistment  had  expired, 
he  returned  to  Iowa  in  October,  i86t, 
and  remained  on  the  farm  until  January, 
1862,  when  he  re-enlisted.  His  company 
rendezvoused  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  then  went 
to  Missouri.  He  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F,  of  the  Seventeenth  Iowa.  Their 
first  engagement  was  at  Macon,  jNIissouri. 
After  this,  they  crossed  the  Mississippi 
river  and  joined  General  Lyons.  At  the 
end  of  this  year  he  re-enlisted,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1863  joined  his  regiment  at 
Huntsville,  Alabama,  and  went  with  Sher- 
man on  his  famous  "march  to  the  sea." 
At  Tilton,  Georgia,  his  entire  regiment, 
except  one  company,  about  three  or  four 
hundred  men,  was  captured.     Mr.  Hobart 


w^as  among  the  number  who  were  cap- 
tured, and  he  was  taken  to  Cahaba  to 
prison.  From  there  he  was  removed  to 
Millen,  and  later  to  Andersonville,  where 
for  seven  months  he  endured  the  worst  de- 
privations that  were  known  throughout 
this  most  cruel  of  wars.  His  brothers, 
Joseph  and  Frank,  were  fellow  captives 
with  him  in  Andersonville.  Mr.  Hobart 
was  finally  exchanged  at  Vicksburg,  but 
he  is  still  a  sufferer  from  the  effects  of  the 
hardships  of  those  days  of  trial.  He  was 
finally  honorably  discharged  at  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  and  his  grateful  country  tries 
now  to  show  in  some  small  degree  her  a])- 
preciation  of  his  services  by  allowing  him 
a  pension  of  twelve  dollars  a  month,  al- 
though his  natural  reluctance  to  take  such 
a  step  he  never  applied  for  one  until  a  few 
years  ago. 

Of  the  other  brothers  who  survi\-ed  the 
war,  two,  Frederick  and  Milo,  have  since 
passed  to  the  world  beyond;  Joseph  lives 
at  ^Vinfield,  this  county;  and  Franklin  re- 
sides at  Ventura,  California. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Hobart 
resumed  ^^'ork  at  his  trade,  and  was  very 
successful.  Prior  to  devoting  himself  ex- 
clusi\'ely  to  his  trade,  he  and  his  lirothers. 
purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
Scott  tov/nship,  and  he  took  one-fourth 
of  that  and  farmed  it,  for  a  time,  doing 
some  carpentering  at  the  same  time.  In 
1868  he  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
gave  his  entire  time  to  his  trade.  Two 
years  afterward  he  built  a  comfortable 
home  in  a  very  pleasant  location  in  the 
city,  and  has  since  made  his  residence 
there,  an  honored  citizen,  who  has  filled 
an  important  place  in  the  industrial,  so- 
cial, and  political  affairs  of  the  city. 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


195 


Mr.  Hobart  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Eliza  W.  Graves,  daug-hter  of  Enoch 
Graves,  of  Wayne  township,  Henry  coun- 
ty, one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  state 
of  Iowa.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
three  daughters  and  one  son.  Lillian, 
who  was  a  successful  teacher  in  Mount 
Pleasant  prior  to  her  marriage,  is  the  wife 
of  John  Walker,  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University,  and  now  a  devoted 
minister  of  the  gospel  in  Hinton.  a  suburb 
of  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren :  Hobart  and  Mildred.  The  second 
daughter,  Mary,  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  for 
three  or  four  years  was  deputy  auditor 
here,  and  also  held  a  commission  as  notary 
public.  She  was  the  second  woman  in 
Iowa  to  hold  a  notary's  commission.  She 
is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Robinson,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer,  of  Wayne  township,  and  they 
are  the  ])arents  of  one  child,  Ralph  Edgar. 
Mr.  Hobart' s  son,  Ralph  E.,  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  took 
one  year  in  the  Alount  Pleasant  .Vcademy, 
following  a  commercial  course.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Delia  Hughes,  of  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, and  makes  his  home  in  Omaha, 
where  he  has  a  good  position  as  l)Ook- 
keeper  in  a  large  wholesale  grocery.  Miss 
Clara  B.  Hobart  also  received  her  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, supplementing  this  by  a  stenographic 
course  of  one  year  at  the  Northern  Illi- 
nios  Normal  College,  at  Dixon,  Illinois. 
She  has  been  engaged  in  the  work  of 
teaching  for  several  years,  having  had  ex- 
perience in  Wayland,  Bedford,  and  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  she  has  proven 
herself  eminently  successful  as  a  discip- 
linarian, and  efficient  in  imparting  instruc- 


tion. Mr.  Hobart  has  a  family  of  which 
he  may  well  be  ])roud,  and  their  home  is 
a.  center  of  hospitality  to  an  ever-increas- 
ing circle  of  friends  who  value  them  for 
what  they  themselves  have  done  and  are. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobart  are  faithful  mem- 
bers and  sui)porters  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  can  be  counted  upon  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  in  any  time  of  need.  He 
was  originally  a  memljer  of  the  Christian 
church,  1)ut  on  coming  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant found  that  that  denomination  had  no 
organization  here,  so  transferred  his  mem- 
bership to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
in  this  city.  Mr.  Hobart  has  always  been 
a  close  student  of  the  leading  political 
questions  of  the  day,  and  has  always  voted 
with  die  Republican  party.  He  voted  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  Senator,  when  Lin- 
coln made  his  famous  campaign  in  which 
he  was  defeated  by  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
that  being  the  first  vote  that  ^h.  Hobart 
ever  cast.  He  has  taken  a  strong  inter- 
est in  cpiestions  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community,  and  served  the  third 
ward  on  the  city  council  for  a  period  of 
two  years  some  years  ago.  He  has  a  \'ery 
wide  fraternal  acciuaintance,  having  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  lodge  history  of  the 
city.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma.sonic  or- 
der, and  has  held  a  number  of  minor  of- 
fices. He  belongs  to  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  passed 
through  the  chairs.  He  has  kept  up  his 
memories  of  war  times,  and  the  asstx'ia- 
tions  widi  his  old  time  comrades  by  his 
membership  in  the  Cirand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  of  which  he  was  at  one  time  the 
commander. 

Mr.  Hobart  is  still  actively  engaged  in 
his  trade,  at  which  he  has  had  a  degree 
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of  success  iimisual  to  the  followers  of  any 
trade,  and  is  still  a  craftsman  of  cunning 
skill,  but  he  expects  soon  to  retire  from 
active  life,  leaving  the  brunt  of  the  bur- 
den of  the  day  to  a  younger  generation, 
while  he  enjoys  a  well  earned  rest  from 
the  heat  of  the  day.  He  began  life  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder,  without  aid  and  with- 
out capital,  and  all  he  has  acquired  has 
come  to  him  by  virtue  of  his  own  frugal- 
ity, industry,  care  and  natural  talents.  He 
deserves  great  credit  for  what  he  has  ac- 
complished, and  his  success  under  such 
conditions  is  a  more  fitting  commentary 
on  his  character  than  any  tribute  that 
might  be  framed  in  words. 


JAMES  M.  WIDEMAN. 

Business  activity  and  energ)'  have  been 
the  salient  features  in  the  life  record  of 
James  M.  Wideman,  who  is  now  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  harness  in 
Wayland.  He  has  a  well  appointed  es- 
tablishment and  is  doing  a  good  business, 
his  annual  sales  reaching  a  gratifying  fig- 
ure. Mr.  Wideman  is  an  eastern  man,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  1 8th  of  January,  1853.  His 
parents  were  Philip  and  Mary  J.  (Barr) 
Wideman,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany 
and  the  latter  oi  the  Keystone  state.  He 
was  at  one  time  engaged  in  merchandising 
in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  also  lived 
for  some  time  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  furniture.     His  first  wife  died  during 


their  residence  in  that  city.  It  was  after 
this  time  that  he  made  his  home  in  Pitts- 
burg, whence  he  removed  to  Iowa  in 
1853,  settling  in  Burlington,  where  he 
conducted  a  general  store  for  three  years. 
In  the  winter  of  1856  he  went  to  Talley- 
rand, Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  A\here  he 
conducted  a  mercantile  enterprise  for 
about  eight  years  or  until  1864,  when  he 
removed  to  a  farm  in  the  same  county, 
trading  his  town  property  for  his  land. 
After  de\'Oting  a  few  months  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  he  left  the  farm  and  went 
to  Washington,  Iowa,  where  he  estab- 
lished a  drug  store,  which  he  conducted 
for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  ^lar- 
shall,  (now  Wayland),  where  he  also  con- 
ducted a  drug  business.  He  was  post- 
master under  President  Hayes,  filling  the 
position  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  October,  1880.  He  was  an 
energetic  business  man,  thoroughly  re- 
liable in  his  dealings  and  whatever  success 
he  achieved  was  attributable  entirely  to  his 
own  efforts.  His  widow  still  survives  him 
and  now  makes  her  home  with  her  son 
James. 

In  his  first  year  James  M.  Wideman 
was  brought  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa 
by  his  parents,  and  his  education  was 
largely  acquired  in  the  common  schools 
of  Washington,  this  state.  He  accompa- 
nied his  parents  on  their  various  removals 
during  his  boyhood  and  youth  and  ere 
attaining  hismajority  went  toKeota.Iowa, 
where  he  learned  the  harness-making  trade, 
spending  four  years  in  mastering  the  busi- 
ness and  becoming  thereby  an  expert 
workman.  In  1875  he  established  a  har- 
ness-making shop  in  Wayland,  renting  the 
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second  story  of  a  frame  building  for  four 
years.  He  afterward  erected  a  frame 
building,  which  he  occupied  until  1900, 
when  he  built  a  fine  brick  business  block 
tuenty-four  by  seventy  feet.  He  occu- 
pies the  first  floor  with  his  harness  shop 
and  manufactured  goods,  and  the  second 
floor  is  divided  into  four  offices,  which 
he  rents.  He  deals  in  harness,  saddles, 
collars  and  oils,  and  in  fact,  carries  every- 
thing found  in  a  first  class  establishment 
of  this  character.  He  also  has  a  Landis 
sew^ing  machine,  weight  six  hundred 
pounds  and  also  the  latest  impro\^ed  ma- 
chinery of  other  descriptions  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  business.  His  shop 
is  one  of  the  best  equipped  in  this  portion 
of  the  country  and  he  carries  a  stock  of 
goods  to  the  value  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. His  Landis  machine  is  a  wonder- 
ful piece  of  mechanism,  saving  the  labor 
of  nine  men. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1886,  ]\Ir. 
Wideman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Alary  Lucetta  Henthorn,  who  was  born 
in  Henry  county,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Jefferson  Henthorn.  Two  children  were 
born  of  this  union :  Stella  Elizabeth,  on 
the  2 1  St  of  July,  1887,  and  James  Owen, 
on  the  1 2th  of  Januaiy,  1890.  The  latter 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months  and  the 
wife  and  mother  passed  away  November 
3,  1893,  her  death  being  deeply  deplored 
by  many  friends  by  reason  of  her  many 
excellent  traits  of  heart  and  mind,  which 
had  endeared  her  to  all  with  whom  she 
came  in  contact. 

Mr.  Wideman  is  an  inflexible  adherent 
of  republican  principles,  having  given  his 
support  to  the  party  since  attaining  his 
majority.     He  was  one  of  the  first  coun- 


cilmen  of  Wayland,  serving  in  that  office 
for  six  years,  and  he  was  also  town  clerk 
for  two  years.  Community  affairs  are 
matters  of  deep  interest  to  him  and  his 
co-operation  can  always  be  counted  upon 
to  further  any  movement  for  the  public 
good.  His  success  in  business  has  been 
uniform  and  rapid  and  undoubtedly  re- 
sults largely  from  his  persistency  of  pur- 
pose in  following  out  a  line  of  work  in 
which  he  embarked  as  a  young  tradesman. 
His  earnest  desire  to  please  his  patrons 
and  his  well  known  reliability  are  also 
elements  in  his  success.  The  greater  part 
of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  Iowa,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  resided  in  Henry 
county  and  his  life  record  is  typical  of  the 
spirit  of  western  enterprise  and  accom- 
plishment. 


WILLIAM  HENDRICKS  JACKSOX. 

William  Hendricks  Jackson,  residing  in 
Rome,  where  he  is  now  practically  living 
retired,  was  ftjr  many  years  connected 
with  agricultural  interests  in  Henry  coun- 
tv  and  thus  gained  the  competence  that  en- 
al)les  him  now  to  live  in  well  earned  ease. 
He  was  born  in  Nauvoo,  Illinois,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  W.  Jackson,  a  native  of  Ken- 
tuckv,  who  in  that  state  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  McGill,  also  born  in  Ken- 
tucky. The  father  followed  farm  lalior 
there  for  some  time  and  then  hoping  to  im- 
prove his  financial  condition  by  a  removal 
to  Illinois  took  up  his  abode  near  Nauvoo. 
Hancock    countv,   where  he  became    the 
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owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land.  There  he 
resided  until  the  fall  of  1833,  when  he  en- 
tered land  on  Sknnk  river  in  Trenton 
township,  hecoming  the  owner  of  over  five 
hundred  acres,  all  of  which  was  covered 
with  timber.  This  he  cleared,  performing 
the  arduous  task  incident  to  cutting  away 
the  trees  and  grubbing  out  the  stumps,  but 
in  the  course  of  years  the  fields  were  culr 
tivated  and  brought  forth  good  harvests. 
At  the  time  he  took  u])  his  abode  on 
Skunk  river  there  were  yet  many  Indians 
in  the  county,  and  there  were  wild  ani- 
mals to  menace  the  stock.  Wolves  fre- 
quently made  the  night  hideous  with  their 
howling  and  caused  depredations  among 
the  stock.  Deer  and  other  wild  game  could 
]je  liad  in  abundance,  and  thus  meat  was 
secured  for  many  a  pioneer  meal.  Various 
hardships  and  trials  were  to  be  endured, 
but  there  w^ere  also  many  pleasures  which 
are  uncommon  at  the  present  day.  Upon 
the  homestead  which  he  cultivated  and 
impro\'ed  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson 
spent  their  remaining  days,  the  death  of 
the  father  occurring  about  1844,  while 
the  mother  survived  until  1856. 

William  H.  Jackson  pursued  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Iowa 
and  following  his  father's  death  he  re- 
mained for  eight  years  with  his  mother 
upon  the  old  homestead,  when,  in  1852, 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  crossed  the 
plains  with  oxteams  to  Oregon,  where  he 
prospected  for  gold.  He  was  also  con- 
nected with  a  pack  train  in  that  country 
and  remained  for  twelve  years  in  Oregon 
and  for  three  years  was  in  the  gold  fields 
of  northeastern  Idaho.  He  likewise  spent 
three  years  in  California,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  mining  for  gold  and  in  lum- 


bering, and  he  became  familiar  with  the 
history  of  that  section  of  the  country  dur- 
ing a  most  picturesque  epoch  there.  In 
November,  1868,  he  returned  by  steamer 
on  the  Missouri  river  from  Fort  Benton, 
being  sixty  days  upon  the  way.  He  left 
the  river  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  wliere  he 
took  a  stage  to  Des  Moines,  and  thence 
proceeded  by  rail  to  Mount  Pleasant.  He 
traded  his  packing  interests  to  his  brother 
Thomas  for  his  interest  in  the  old  home- 
stead, and  thus  Mr.  Jackson  of  this  re- 
view came  into  possession  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  Fol- 
lowing" his  return  to  Henry  county  he  at 
once  l,egan  to  cultivate  and  improve  this 
tract,  and  he  has  since  added  forty  acres 
to  the  original  farm.  He  now  owns  two 
hundred  acres  on  section 33,  Trenton  town- 
ship, about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Rome, 
and  has  eighty  acres  on  section  18,  Tippe- 
canoe township,  which  is  covered  with 
timber.  He  is  thus  the  owner  of  exten- 
sive landed  interests,  aggregating  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  the  income 
from  his  property  supplies  him  with  a 
comfortable  living.  He  built  a  large  barn 
on  his  place  in  Trenton  township.  The 
residence  upon  the  old  homestead  was 
built  by  his  father  and  Mr.  Jackson  re- 
sided there  continuously  until  March  15, 
1905,  when  he  removed  to  Rome  and  pur- 
chased a  fine  home,  containing  seven 
rooms  and  cellar.  This  house  stands  in 
the  midst  of  four  large  lots  and  the  land 
is  kwell  kept  and  the  place  is  altogether 
one  of  the  attractive  residences  of  the  vil- 
lage. Since  leaving  the  farm,  his  son, 
Harry  O.  Jackson,  has  conducted  it. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1869,  Mr.  Jack- 
son was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mar- 
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garet  Kershner,  who  was  l)orn  in  Greene 
county,  Ohio,  March  19,  1844,  and  ac- 
quired her  education  in  the  pubhc  schools 
of  that  state.  Her  parents  were  Wilham 
E.  and  Ehzabeth  (Kinney)  Kershner,  the 
former  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  lat- 
ter of  Greene  county,  Ohio.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Daniel  Kershner,  was  born 
in  Maryland  and  married  a  Miss  Hicks, 
while  John  Kinney,  the  maternal  grandfa- 
ther, was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Miss 
Kershner  came  to  Rome  with  her  aunt  in 
1865,   her  parents  being  dead. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack- 
son has  been  blessed  with  five  children : 
George  Perry,  who  was  born  August  zj, 
1 87 1,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years; 
Alfred  Harvey,  who  was  born  March  19, 
1875,  and  died  November  2,  1880;  Julia 
Jane,  born  March  30,  1877;  Hari-y  Oliver 
September  13,  1880,  married  Lena  Riley; 
and  Enna  Myrtle,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 9,  1882,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Oscar 
W.  Sandburg,  a  resident  farmer  of  Tippe- 
canoe township. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Jackson  is  a 
democrat  who  keeps  well  informed  on  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  day  and  always 
supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
party.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  for  over  forty  years,  but  is  now 
independent  in  religious  faith  and  is  in- 
terested in  all  that  pertains  to  the  material, 
intellectual,  and  moral  progress  of  his 
community.  His  life  has  been  an  active 
one,  in  which  his  labor  has  been  crowned 
with  success.  His  youth  was  a  period  of 
earnest  toil  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
and  has  since  been  dependent  entirely  upon 
his  own  resources.     While  for  many  vears 


interestetl  in  farming  interests  in  this 
county  he  worked  energetically  and  per- 
sistently and  moreover  maintained  hon- 
orable principles  in  all  of  his  business 
transactions.  It  was  through  his  unfalter- 
ing" diligence  and  earnest  purpose  that  he 
accjuired  a  handsome  competence,  liecom- 
ing"   the   owner  of   largfe   landed   interests. 


CORNELIUS   C.   CASE. 

Corel ius  C.  Case,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  rising  young  business  men  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  conducting  a  carriage  and  wa- 
gon repair  shop  and  general  blacksmithing 
business,  was  born  in  Blairstown,  Benton 
county,  Iowa.  June  2t^.  1870.  his  parents 
being  Separate  and  Samantha  (Bacheler) 
Case.  The  father,  a  farmer  l^y  occupa- 
tion, w^as  born  in  Indiana,  but  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Clinton  county,  Iowa, 
and  later  purchased  a  farm  in  Benton 
countv.  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  active  business  life.  He  died  at  the 
home  of  his  son  near  Belle  Plain,  and  the 
mother  passed  away  in  1879,  at  Blairs- 
town. 

Cornelius  C.  Case,  having  pursued  his 
elementary  education  in  the  schools  of 
Benton  county,  continued  his  studies  in 
Iowa  Seminary,  at  Blairstown,  after 
which  his  attention  was  devoted  to  farm 
work  in  Benton  county  until  he  came  to 
Mount  Pleasant  in  1894.  Here  he  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  the  employ  of  others  until  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  brother  under  the 
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firm  style  of  Case  Brothers.  They  car- 
ried on  the  business  which  had  formerly 
been  established  by  the  brother,  Cornelius 
C.  Case  having  purchased  a  half  interest 
and  until  1903  conducted  a  general 
wagon  repair  and  blacksmithing  shop. 
Since  that  time  Cornelius  C.  Case  has 
been  sole  proprietor,  having  purchased 
his  brother's  interest  and  he  now  conducts 
an  extensive  and  successful  business  at 
No.  213  East  Monroe  street  which  he  re- 
cently erected  and  fitted  with  improved 
machinery  for  his  work,  where  he  fur- 
nishes employment  to  three  men  and  at 
the  same  time  does  active  work  in  the 
shop  himself.  His  patronage  has  con- 
tinually increased  and  he  is  now  in  charge 
of  a  good  remunerative  business.  Al- 
though he  came  to  the  county  without 
capital  his  ability  and  industry  have  been 
the  strong  elements  in  success. 

On  the  I  St  of  June.  1898,  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  Mr.  Case  was  married  to  Miss 
Bertha  Nicholson,  a  daughter  of  John 
Nicholson,  one  of  the  early  residents  here. 
Her  grandfather,  Thomas  Nicholson,  is 
still  living  in  Mount  Pleasant.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Case  have  three  sons :  John,  Ever- 
ett, and  Charles.  They  attend  and  sup- 
port the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  Mrs.  Case  is  also  a  member  and 
they  own  and  occupy  a  pleasant  home  on 
East  Monroe  street,  which  is  one  of  the 
fine  residence  streets  of  the  city.  Mr.  Case 
votes  with  the  Republican  party  and  be- 
longs to  Mystic  Lodge,  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows.  Although  a  young 
man  he  has  won  a  creditable  position  in 
industrial  circles  and  his  strong  and  sa- 
lient characteristics  are  such  as  argue  well 
for   future   success. 


ISAAC  LINDER. 

Isaac  Linder,  a  prominent  representa- 
tive of  business  interests  in  New  Lon- 
don, where  he  is  now  associated  with  the 
lumber  trade,  was  born  in  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  on  the  7  th  of  July,  1841,  and 
in  his  life  has  manifested  the  enterpris- 
ing spirit  which  has  been  the  dominant 
and  intiuencing  factor  in  the  rapid  and 
substantial  upbuilding  of  the  middle  west. 
He  comes  of  a  family  of  German  and 
English  ancestry  that,  however,  has  been 
represented  in  America  through  a  number 
of  generations.  Members  of  the  family 
removed  from  Virginia  to  Indiana  and 
in  1839  the  father  of  our  subject  removed 
to  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa.  In  1840 
he  returned  to  Indiana,  where  he  was 
married  and  then  with  his  bride  again 
made  his  way  to  this  state,  settling  in 
Pleasant  Grove  township,  Des  Moines 
countv,  where  they  resided  for  many 
years,  his  attention  being  given  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits.  Mrs.  Linder 
passed  away  in  New  London  in  1893,  but 
the  father  is  still  living,  having  cele- 
brated the  eighty-ninth  anniversay  of  his 
birth  on  the  10th  of  November,  1905.  In 
the  family  of  this  worthy  couple  were 
four  children,  of  whom  the  following  are 
yet  living:  Isaac,  of  this  review;  Wil- 
liam L.,  a  resident  of  Burlington;  and 
Mary  M.,  the  wife  of  Allen  Lee,  a  resi- 
dent of  Washington  township,  Des 
Moines  county.  The  other  child,  Henry 
Clay,  died  in  infancy.  In  his  political 
views  the  father  was  originally  a  whig 
and  upon  the  dissoulition  of  that  party 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
with  which  he  has  since  affiliated.     He  is 
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now  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  residents 
of  eastern  Iowa,  having  for  ahiiost  seven 
decades  made  his  home  in  this  state. 

Isaac  Linder.  whose  name  introduces 
this  review  acquired  a  common  school 
education  in  his  native  county  and  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming.  As 
soon  as  old  enough  to  handle  the  plow 
he  took  his  place  in  the  fields  and  through 
the  summer  months  aided  in  the  work  of 
cultivation.  He  continued  to  follow  farm- 
ing until  1894  in  Pleasant  Grove  and 
Washington  townships  and  then  came  to 
New  London,  leaving  the  farm  on  ac- 
count of  his  health.  For  a  few  years 
thereafter  he  rested  from  further  labor 
and  thereby  recuperated  his  health.  He 
did  not  again  engage  in  any  business  ven- 
ture until  he  joined  Wilford  D.  Wallar 
in  the  lumber  trade. 

The  luml^er  business  now  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  Linder  &  Wal- 
lar, was  established  in  1895  by  the  firm 
of  Codner  &  Swift,  who  continued  in 
control  of  the  enterprise  until  1898,  when 
they  were  succeeded  by  the  present  firm. 
They  handle  all  materials  found  in  a  first 
class  lumber  yard,  including  all  building- 
supplies  and  they  are  doing  a  jobbing  busi- 
ness as  lumber  merchants  as  well.  Their 
yard  is  located  at  the  east  end  of  Depot 
street  on  East  Boundary  street.  Their 
patronage  is  extensive,  having  constantly 
developed,  and  their  business  increasing 
through  their  capable  management,  their 
straightforward  dealing  and  earnest  desire 
to  please  their  patrons. 

Mr.  Linder  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  of  New  London,  which  he 
joined  in  1894.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Cumberland    Presbyterian    church.     His 


home  relations  have  Ijeen  very  pleasant. 
On  the  7th  of  January,  1865,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Finetta  Zion, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Gana- 
way)  Zion,  and  a  native  of  Des  Moines 
county.  Four  children  have  been  born 
unto  them:  Luella,  the  wife  of  Parne 
Talbert,  a  resident  of  Washington  town- 
ship, Des  Moines  county;  William  A., 
who  is  also  living  in  that  township;  Ella 
May,  at  home;  and  Elizabeth  A.,  the  wife 
of  Perrell  Hemmings,  of  New  London. 
The  members  of  the  household  occupy 
an  enviable  position  in  social  circles  and 
the  friends  of  the  family  are  almost  as 
numerous  as  their  acquaintances.  Mr. 
Linder  has  led  an  active,  busy  life,  in 
which  close  and  unremitting  attention  to 
his  interests  has  been  a  dominant  element 
in  his  success.  His  fellow  townsmen 
speak  of  him  as  on.e  worthy  of  their  trust 
and  he  is  classed  with  the  citizens  of  New 
London,  whose  commercial  activity  and 
enterprise  constitutes  the  basis  of  the 
citv's  growth  and  development. 


JOHN  FRANCIS  HEMMIXCiS. 

John  Francis  Hemmings.  who  has  been 
engaged  in  the  milling  business  in  New 
London  since  September,  1890,  and  is  a 
most  prominent  representative  of  the  in- 
dustrial interests  of  the  village,  was  born 
in  Danville  township,  Des  Moines  county, 
Iowa,  May  31,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Wilks)  Hemmings.  William 
and  lohn  Hemmings  came  from  England 
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to  America  and  located  first  in  Augusta 
township,  Des  Moines  county,  but  after 
four  years  removed  to  Danville  township, 
where  John  Hemmings  spent  his  remain- 
ing days.  His  birth  occurred  January  24, 
1834,  and  his  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Catherine  (Xutt)  Hemmings.  His  en- 
tire life  was  devoted  to  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  he  became  known  as 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative 
farmers  of  Danville  township.  He  was 
also  active  and  influential  in  public  af- 
fairs and  at  one  time  served  as  road  su- 
pervisor. His  life  was  ever  honorable 
and  upright  and  exemplified  his  belief  in 
the  teachings  of  the  Congregational 
church,  with  which  he  long  held  mem- 
bership, being  identified  with  the  organi- 
zation of  that  denomination  at  Danville, 
where  for  many  years  he  served  as  one 
of  the  church  trustees.  He  died  October 
12,  1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years 
respected  and  honored  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  \\'ilks,  who 
was  born  in  Oxfordshire,  England,  Sep- 
tember 9,  1836,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Alice  (Williams)  Wilks.  Her 
mother  died  in  New  London,  September 
29,  1897,  ^t  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  having  been  born  in  1808.  Fol- 
lowing the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Hemmings  resided  upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  until  1891,  when  she  removed, 
to  New  London,  where  she  purchased  a 
nice  home  that  she  has  since  occupied. 
She  still  retains  possession  of  one  farm 
in  Danville  township,  however,  and  some 
timber  land,  but  she  sold  the  old  home 
place  in  1904.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hem- 
mings were  born  the  following  named : 
Mary  A.  now  the  wife  of  T-  ^^  •  Carden ; 


Alice  Ellen,  the  widow  of  J.  P.  Sharp; 
Frederick  is  a  resident  of  Perry,  Iowa, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  hard- 
ware merchant.  James  Archibald  is  a 
l^arber  of  Holiday,  Missouri.  Jesse  P. 
is  a  clerk  in  the  Brown  mercantile  estab- 
lishment, in  New  London,  and  married 
Lizzie  Linder.  Ray  ^^'ilks  is  employed 
as  a  salesman  in  a  clothing  store  in  Al- 
bia,  Iowa. 

John  Francis  Hemmings,  the  other 
member  of  the  family,  was  reared  upon  the 
old  homestead  farm  in  Danville  town- 
ship, Des  Moines  county,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  there. 
\Adien  not  busy  with  his  text-books  he 
worked  in  the  fields  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged until  twenty-five  years  of  age. 
Since  September,  1890,  however,  he  has 
been  connected  with  milling  interests  in 
New  London.  At  that  time  in  connection 
with  his  brother-in-law,  John  Wesley 
Carden,  he  built  the  elevator  located  north 
of  the  depot  in  New  London  on  the  site 
of  the  old  elevator  which  was  erected  by 
J.  M.  Crawford.  The  new  plant  has  a 
storage  capacity  of  eighteen  thousand 
bushels.  Mr.  Hemmings  and  Mr.  Carden 
also  installed  a  flour  and  feed  mill  outfit 
equipped  with  a  thirty  horse  power  steam 
engine.  In  1905.  however.  Mr.  Hem- 
mings made  a  change  by  replacing  the 
steam  engine  by  a  twenty-fi\'e  horse 
p(3wer  gasoline  engine.  The  elevator 
building  is  no\v  used  for  two  business  en- 
terprises, as  the  milling  interest  is  now  a 
separate  institution.  For  two  years  the 
elevator  was  conducted  by  J.  A\\  Carden 
&  Company,  under  the  name  of  the  New 
London  Roller  Mills,  the  capacity  of  the 
milling  plant  being  thirty-five  barrels.  For 
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about  live  years,  however,  no  flour  has 
been  ground  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  wheat.  The  partnership  with  Mr. 
Garden  continued  for  about  seven  vears, 
but  four  years  after  the  erection  of  the 
property  it  was  leased  to  I.  H.  Redfearn, 
who  continued  its  operation  for  about 
two  years,  when  Mr.  Garden  returned. 
Later  the  plant  was  leased  by  H.  H.  God- 
ner  and  E.  Swift,  who  remained  in  charge 
for  a  year  and  Mr.  Godner  continued  for 
a  year  longer.  During  the  succeeding 
year  the  plant  was  not  operated.  At  the 
time  Mr.  Godner  withdrew  he  sold  his 
half  interest  to  Anton  Totemeier  and 
about  a  year  later  A.  D.  Hayes  purchased 
his  interest  and  has  since  -conducted  the 
grain  business.  Following  the  erection 
of  the  plant  Mr.  Hemmings  has  continu- 
ously been  in  control  of  the  milling  busi- 
ness and  is  now  grinding  corn,  graham 
and  buckwheat  flours.  The  cost  of  the 
plant  was  about  eight  thousand  dollars. 
It  is  now  in  operation  each  day  and  the 
products  there  manufactured  find  a  ready 
sale  on  the  market  because  of  their  ex- 
cellence. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  1891,  Mr. 
Hemmings  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Aliss  Anna  Laura  Sperling,  a  daughter 
of  Edward  Ludlow  and  Jennie  ( Wing) 
Sperling.  Her  mother  was  twice  mar- 
ried, her  first  husljand  being  a  Mr. 
Hays.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  four  children :  Wil- 
liam Sperling,  Bernice  Helen,  Gladys 
May,  and  Alice.  The  parents  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Middletown,  in  which  Mr.  Hemmings 
at  one  time  served  as  trustee.  In  busi- 
ness he  has  achieved  success  through  hon- 


orable effort,  untiring  industry  and  ca- 
pable management.  By  perseverance  and 
determination  he  has  overthrown  the  ob- 
stacles which  barred  his  path  and  he  is 
esteemed  in  the  \-illage  in  which  he  makes 
his  home  for  his  genuine  worth,  his 
broad  mind  and  public  spirit. 


GHRISTIAN  HESS  SWEARINGEN. 

Ghristian  Hess  Swearingen,  a  highly 
respected  and  enterprising  citizen  of 
Henry  county,  was  born  November  25, 
1853,  ""»  Scott  township,  where  he  still 
makes  his  home.  He  is  a  son  of  Louis 
and  Glarinda  (Kelly)  Swearingen,  the 
former  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter 
of  Glark  county,  Ohio.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Swearingen,  was  also 
a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion.  The  par- 
ents were  married  in  Glark  county,  Ohio, 
whence  they  removed  to  Louisa  county, 
Iowa,  in  October,  1849,  ^"<^^  two  years 
later  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Scott 
township,  Henry  county,  where  the  father 
entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  from  the  government.  The  farm 
was  situated  on  section  14  and  the  place 
was  entirely  raw  and  unimproved,  but 
with  characteristic  energy  he  began  its 
cultivation  and  development  and  as  the 
years  passed  by  he  transformed  the  wild 
prairie  into  very  productive  flelds.  He 
afterward  bought  forty  acres  of  timber 
land  on  section  14  and  later  he  purchased 
an  additional  tract  of  timber  land  of  forty- 
five  acres  in  section   10,  Scott  township. 
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He  made  all  of  the  improvements  upon 
his  property,  his  first  home  being  a  little 
frame  dwelling  of  one  room  which  shel- 
tered ten  people.  A  year  later  he  put  an 
addition  to  the  house,  adding  two  more 
rooms,  twenty-two  by  eighteen  feet  each. 
From  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Henry 
county  until  his  death  he  resided  continu- 
ously upon  the  old  family  homestead  with 
the  exception  of  two  years,  which  were 
passed  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  He  died 
in  the  former  state  on  the  loth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1891,  having  long  survived  his 
wife,  who  passed  awav  about  the  vear 
1858. 

In  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple 
were  ten  children,  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  Christian  H.  Swear- 
ingen  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth.  He 
was  reared  upon  the  old  home  farm  and 
remained  continuously  under  the  parental 
roof  until  after  he  had  attained  his  major- 
ity with  the  exception  of  a  brief  period  of 
six  months.  When  twenty-two  years  of 
age  he  began  working  as  a  farm  hand  in 
the  neighborhood  but  continued  to  reside 
with  his  father.  On  the  15th  of  January, 
1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Samantha  Dolman,  a  native  of 
Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Elnora  (Roberts)  Dolman, 
the  former  also  a  native  of  Guernsey 
county,  while  the  mother's  birth  occurred 
in  Illinois.  Mrs.  Swearingen  was  reared 
in  Ohio  but  first  met  her  husband  while 
visiting  her  uncle  in  Scott  township, 
Henry  county.  They  were  married,  how- 
ever, in  her  native  state.  Four  children 
graced  this  union :  Glen,  born  in  June, 
1883  ;  Carrie,  who  was  born  in  December, 
1885,  and  is  a  successful  school  teacher; 


George,  born  March  2,  1894;  and  Elnora 
Margaret,  who  was  born  in  June,  1896. 

Mr.  Swearingen  \'otes  with  the  Democ- 
racy and  upon  that  ticket  has  been  elected 
to  the  office  of  road  supervisor.  He  has 
also  served  as  school  director  and  in  com- 
munity affairs  is  deeply  interested,  desir- 
ing the  substantinal  good  and  progress  of 
his  community.  His  entire  life  has  been 
devoted  to  general  agricultulral  pursuits 
and  he  is  now  operating  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  land  in  Scott  township  and 
owns  ten  acres  of  timber  in  Louisa  coun- 
ty. He  has  always  lived  in  this  town- 
ship where  he  is  favoral)ly  known. 


ALFRED   yi.   VAN  ALLEN. 

The  life  record  of  Alfred  M.  Van  Al- 
len is  a  contradiction  of  the  old  adage 
that  "a  prophet  is  never  without  honor 
save  in  his  own  country,"  for  in  the  city 
of  his  birth  where  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed  Mr.  Van  Allen  has  attained  to  a 
position  of  prominence  in  connection  with 
the  profession  which  stands  as  a  conserva- 
tor of  right,  liberty  and  justice.  He  has 
indeed  made  a  creditable  record  at  the  bar 
and  has  been  accorded  a  distinctively  rep- 
resentative clientage  which  is  an  indication 
of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  profes- 
sional al)ility  by  the  general  public. 

Born  in  Mount  Pleasant  on  the  3d  of 
October,  1869,  Mr.  Van  Allen  is  a  son 
of  George  C.  and  Jane  M.  (Wright)  Van 
Allen,  who  coming  to  this  city  in  the  pe- 
riod of  the  Civil  war,  maintained  their  res- 
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idence  here  until  called  to  their  final  rest, 
the  father  passing"  away  in  1902,  after 
long  years  of  active  connection  with  the 
practice  of  law  and  the  abstract  business. 
His  ancestors  \vere  among  the  Hollanders 
who  settled  in  Albany,  New  York,  prior 
to  the  war  for  independence,  and  three 
of  them.  Increase  Child.  Robert  Acker- 
man  and  Cornelius  Van  Allen,  participated 
in  that  conflict  as  members  of  the  Albany 
County  iMilitia.  The  maternal  ancestors 
of  our  subject  came  to  this  country  from 
England  during  an  early  period  in  the  col- 
onization of  the  new  world  and  his  great- 
great-grandfathers,  Caleb  ^Vright  and 
\Villiam  Woodw'orth,  fought  under  Gen- 
eral Washington  in  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence, the  latter  holding  a  captain's 
commission. 

The  public  school  system  of  Mount 
Pleasant  afforded  Mr.  Van  Allen  the  early 
educational  privileges  he  enjoyed  and 
later  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University  until  he  had  com- 
pleted the  work  of  the  junior  year.  He 
then  put  aside  his  text-books  for  a  more 
specifically  literary  course  in  order  to 
prepare  for  the  bar  as  a  student  in  his 
father's  law^  office  serving  therein  as  law 
clerk  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  from  his 
fourteenth  year.  At  a  later  date,  1893.  he 
matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  the 
Iowa  State  University,  and  w^as  under  the 
tutelage  of  Chancellor  McClain,  annota- 
tor  of  the  Iowa  code,  and  author  of  Mc- 
Clain's  Criminal  Law  and  other  legal  pro- 
ductions. He  likewise  studied  under 
Judge  Withrow,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
in  June,  1894,  w^as  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Iowa  City. 

Immediately   afterward    Mr,    Van   Al- 


len opened  an  office  in  iNIount  Pleasant, 
where  he  has  continued  in  the  regular 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession,  making 
steady  advancement  until  he  occupies  a 
position  among  the  foremost  representa- 
tives of  the  legal  fraternity  in  his  native 
city.  Since  his  father's  death,  in  1902, 
he  has  continued  the  abstract  work  w-hich 
has  been  a  specialty  in  the  Van  Allen  law 
office  since  its  establishment  in  the  '60s. 
From  his  previous  experience  and  the 
careful  schooling  which  he  received  both 
in  the  home  office  here  and  in  the  law 
school  in  Iowa  City  Mr.  Van  Allen  was 
enabled  to  continue  the  work  uninterrupt- 
edly and  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Mr.  Van  Allen  is  a  member  of  the 
Sigma  Nu,  a  college  fraternity,  and  of  the 
McClain  chapter  of  the  Phi  Delta  Phi,  a 
legal  fraternity.  He  has  been  called  to  va- 
rious positions  of  trust  and  is  now  sole 
agent  for  the  Iowa  State  Savings  Bank 
of  Burlington  for  Henry  county.  A  re- 
publican in  his  political  affiliation  he  has 
figured  quite  prominently  in  the  political 
circles  in  eastern  Iowa  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  a  member  of  the  republican 
county  central  committee.  He  was  for 
three  years  its  secretary  and  acted  as  its 
chairman  in  1897-8.  He  made  a  vigorous 
canvass  of  the  county  for  a  number  of 
years  in  behalf  of  the  party,  and  in  1904 
he  was  elected  county  attorney  of  Henry 
county  and  is  now  serving  his  first  term 
with  eminent  satisfaction  to  the  commu- 
nity. He  is  a  man  whose  devotion  to  his 
party  comes  from  principle  and  not  from 
any  desire  for  personal  gain,  and  yet  any 
positions  that  might  be  conferred  upon 
him  in  the  line  of  his  profession  would 
receive  his  most  earnest  attention,   while 
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his  ability  would  well  qualify  him  for  high 
honors  in  this  regard.  In  the  spring  of 
1904  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  third 
ward  in  the  city  council,  receiving  an  un- 
usually large  majority,  and  after  taking 
his  seat  therein  was  assigned  impjrtant 
duties  on  various  committees,  being  made 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways, 
means  and  light,  and  a  member  on  the  im- 
portant committee  on  streets  and  alleys. 
The  former  has  had  charge  of  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  water  and  light  plant,  and  the 
street  committee  has  instituted  many  im- 
provements in  its  special  department  of 
service.  Fraternally  Mr.  Van  Allen  is 
connected  with  Henry  lodge.  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant and  his  church  membership  is  with  the 
Presbyterian  denomination.  Personally  he 
has  qualities  which  make  for  individual 
popularity  and  has  won  warm  friendship 
because  of  an  honoraljly  private  life,  pro- 
fessional capability  and  devotion  to  the 
general  good. 


WILLIAM  RAMEY  COLE. 

William  Ramey  Cole,  since  1840  a  resi- 
dent of  Mount  Pleasant,  has  passed  the 
Psalmist's  span  of  three  score  years  and 
ten,  reaching  the  seventy-fifth  milestone 
on  life's  journey,  and  a  review  of  his  life 
shows  active  connection  with  business  in- 
terests, reform  measures  and  progressive 
movements  that  ha\-e  been  of  great  scope 
and  far-reaching  benefit.  He  is  still  ac- 
tively associated  with  many  important  in- 
terests both  of  a  commercial  and  humanita- 


rian character  and  gives  out  of  the  rich 
stores  of  his  experience  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind.  ]\Ir.  Cole  was  born  in  Dear- 
born county,  Indiana,  August  12,  1828, 
a  son  of  Solomon  and  Sarah  (Ramey) 
Cole.  The  father  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  of  English 
descent.  The  grandfather.  \\'illiam  Ra- 
mey, was  also  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  the  year  1840  came  with  his  family 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  He  had  visited 
the  state  about  1838,  and  had  purchased 
land  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  the 
city.  On  the  second  trip  he  w^as  accom- 
panied by  his  son,  Solomon  Cole,  who  pur- 
chased land  in  Jefferson  township.  Event- 
ually he  became  the  owner  of  a  large,  pro- 
ductive and  profitable  farm,  making  it  his 
home  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  po- 
litical allegiance  was  gi^'en  to  the  Whig 
party  until  its  dissolution,  and  entertaining 
strong  abolition  principles  he  then  joined 
the  Republican  party,  which  was  formed 
to  pre\'ent  the  further  extension  of  slav- 
ery. Both  he  and  his  w-ife  held  member- 
ship in  the  Baptist  church  and  their  Chris- 
tian faith  permeated  their  daily  life.  The 
mother,  surviving  her  husband,  passed 
away  in  Pierce  City,  Missouri. 

William  R.  Cole  was  a  youth  of  twelve 
years  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Iowa,  and  his  early  education,  acquired  in 
Indiana,  was  supplemented  by  study  in  the 
common  schools  of  Henry  county,  while 
later  he  attended  Howe's  Academy  and 
then  matriculated  in  Lombard  University, 
at  Galesburg.  Illinois,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
while  subsequently  the  Master  of  Arts 
degree  was  conferred  upon  him.  He  was 
after\A-ard    graduated    from   the    Harvard 
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Divinity  School  in  1864,  and  was  ordained 
at  Harvard  in  the  Unitarian  church.  He 
came  west  as  a  missionary  of  that  church, 
his  field  being  southeastern  Iowa.  He  was 
always  an  active  worker  and  after  filling 
his  duties  as  the  representative  of  the 
church  which  sent  him  to  the  west  he  en- 
tered actively  upon  reform  work. 

Rev.  Cole  was  married  to  Miss  Cor- 
delia Throop,  daughter  of  George  Throop, 
and  a  native  of  New  York.  She  was  a 
lady  of  broad,  liberal  education,  and  was 
a  most  able  assistant  of  Mr.  Cole  in  his 
efforts  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  In 
1870  they  entered  together  the  field  of 
work  in  behalf  of  temperance,  social  pu- 
rity and  the  equality  of  men  and  w'omen  be- 
fore the  law,  both  writing  and  speaking 
upon  the  subjects.  Mrs.  Cole  was  par- 
ticularly happy  in  her  mode  of  address 
and  pulpits  and  platforms  all  over  the 
state  wTre  open  to  her,  while  audiences 
listened  to  her  with  deep  and  earnest  at- 
tention and  her  words  of  truth  and  wis- 
dom sank  deep  into  many  hearts.  She 
handled  her  subjects  delicately  yet  force- 
fully and  her  logical  reasoning  and  strong 
arguments  never  failed  to  impress  her  au- 
ditors. Mr.  Cole,  equally  earnest  in  his 
advocacy  of  these  movements,  labored  ef- 
fectively, nor  has  he  ceased  to  feel  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  questions  which 
have  direct  bearing  upon  the  w^elfare  of 
humanity.  Another  event  in  his  life  rec- 
ord equally  worthy  of  attention  is  his  con- 
nection with  important  business  interests. 
He,  with  his  brothers,  James  W.,  R.  S. 
and  J.  J.  Cole,  has  probably  organized  more 
successful  business  \entures  than  any  other 
man  in  this  part  of  the  state.  From  the 
time  he  attained  his  majority  he  kept  his 


hand   ujxjn   the  helm  of   some   successful 
commercial   or '  industrial   venture   and   is 
now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Harris  &  Cole 
Brothers,   lumber  merchants,  w^iose  sales 
amount  to  six  hundred  thousands  dollars 
annually.     They  deal  in  lumber  and  also 
manufacture  house  finishing  goods,  often 
buying   tracts    of    land   of   five   thousand 
acres  in  order  to  cut  the  timber  therefrom. 
Their  present  business  is  located  at  Cedar 
Falls  and  was  established  by  Mr.  Cole  of 
this  review  in  1874.     The  firm  also  owns 
another  factory  at  Metropolis,  Illinois,  and 
one  at  Columbiana,  Tennessee,  furnishing 
employment  to  a  large  force  of  workmen 
in  the   mills   and  also  of   salesmen   upon 
the  road.      Mr.  Cole  is  one  of  the  manag- 
ing directors  of  the  company.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  lightning  rod 
business  as  early  as    1847,   and  has  con- 
tinued with  a  company  now  conducting 
one  of'  tlie  most  extensive  lightning  rod 
plants  in  the  United  States,  at  St.  Louis. 
In  his  Various  business  ventures  he  has 
been   associated   Avith   his   brothers   under 
the  fimi  style  of  Cole  Brothers,  a  name 
that  has  become  well  known  in  trade  cir- 
cles throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land.     The  lightning  rod  business  was 
begun  on  a  small  scale,  but  the  output  of 
the  house  is  now  very  extensive  and  the 
manufactured   product   is   shipped   to   va- 
rious  parts  of  the  Union.      William   R. 
Cole  w^as  also  an  organizer  of  the  business 
of    Cooper   &   Cole  Brothers,     wholesale 
dealers  in  plumbing  supplies,  windpumps 
and  pumps,  at  Lincoln,   Nebraska.     This 
business  had  its  origin  twenty  years  ago 
and  has  developed  into  a  large  and  paying 
enterprise.     Mr.  Cole  has  been  one  of  its 
principal  managers  and  the  Cole  Brothers 
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are  now  owners  of  three-quarters  of  the 
stock.  In  the  various  business  enterprises 
mentioned  these  brothers  are  all  interested. 
They  have  lived  through  three  great  finan- 
cial panics  in  this  country  and  have  lost 
large  amounts,  but  each  time  have  man- 
aged to  weather  the  storm  and  eventually 
recuperate  their  lost  possessions.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  industrial  and  commercial 
pursuits  ]\Ir.  Cole  has  agricultural  inter- 
ests, being  the  owner  of  a  farm  lying 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  adorned  by  a  beautiful  home. 
At  the  same  time  he  continues  his  writing 
on  subjects  of  great  interest,  spending  at 
intervals  a  few  days  at  each  headcjuarters 
to  finance  the  business,  after  which  he  re- 
turns to  his  office  in  Mount  Pleasant.  He 
is  now  editor  and  founder  of  the  Dial  of 
Progress,  published  at  Des  Moines,  the 
organ  of  the  anti-saloon  league,  and  has 
labored  for  a  balance  of  political  power  in 
the  state.  He  has  now  almost  succeeded 
in  bringing  this  paper  t(^  the  point  for 
which  he  has  long  been  striving,  having 
worked  upon  it  for  seven  years  and  spend- 
ing large  sums  in  placing  it  in  its  present 
influential  position. 

In  1899  Mr.  Cole  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the 
28th  of  April,  of  that  year.  Her  breadth 
of  character,  deep  sympathy,  and  strong 
intellectuality  made  her  a  power  for  good 
in  the  state  and  she  did  much  toward  mold- 
ing public  thought,  influence  and  opinion. 
Commanding  unifomi  respect  and  confi- 
dence at  the  same  time  she  won  the  deep 
love  of  those  who  came  within  the  circle 
of  her  friendship.  She  left  five  children, 
Ralph  J.  and  Lulu  Lucretia  having  pre- 
ceded her  to  the  home  bevond.     Ernest  C, 


Hugh  A.  and  Arthur  F.  constitute  the 
firm  of  Cole  Brothers'  Sons,  of  Chicago, 
who  control  a  patent  for  and  manufacture 
the  hot  blast  stove.  They  are  successful 
business  men  and  have  developed  a  large 
industry  there.  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Robert  Carothers,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Olive  is  the  wife  of  Elbert  Smith,  a  large 
stockholder  and  manager  of  the  finii  of 
Baker,  Vaughter  &  Company,  of  Chicago. 
While- Mr.  Cole  has  labored  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  state  at  large,  he  has  also 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  matters  of  local 
progress  and  for  twenty  years  has  been 
a  trustee  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity, assisting  in  raising  large  sums  of 
money  for  this  institution.  The  imjxDrt- 
ance  of  his  life  work  cannot  be  fully  esti- 
mated until  the  business  interests  and  re- 
form movements  which  he  has  instituted 
find  their  full  fruition  in  the  affairs  of  this 
world.  That  he  has  been  actuated  by  a 
spirit  of  humanitarianism  and  that  his  ef- 
forts have  been  most  effective,  far-reach- 
ing and  beneficial  are  matters  acknowledged 
by  all.  In  his  business  life,  too,  he  has 
held  to  high  ideals,  recognizing  that  eveiy 
business  should  be  a  source  of  service  to 
the  public  as  well  as  of  profit  to  the  pro- 
moter and  he  has  \vrought  along  lines  of 
integrity  and  fair  dealing  that  might  well 
serve  as  an  example  in  this  age  where  the 
spirit  of  self-seeking  is  too  pronounced. 
He  has  never  been  too  occupied  with  per- 
sonal interests  to  perfomi  the  duty  which 
each  man  owes  to  his  fellow  men  and  with 
a  sense  of  conscientious  obligation  has 
worked  to  ameliorate  the  hard  conditions 
of  life  and  to  do  away  with  existing  cir- 
cumstances which  prove  detrimental  to 
the  race. 
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GEORGE  S.  COLLINS. 

George  S.  Collins,  who  for  more  than  a 
half  centmy  has  resided  in  Henry  county, 
where  he  is  now  successfully  engaged  in 
farming,  was  horn  in  Ohio  county,  Indi- 
ana, on  the  30th  of  Octo1)er,  1845,  ^''is 
parents  being  Henry  B.  and  Catherine 
(Shannon)  Collins,  natives  of  New  York 
and  Pennsyh'ania  respecti\'ely  and  the  lat- 
ter a  daughter  of  George  Shannon.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  was 
celebrated  in  Indiana,  where  they  resided 
upon  a  farm  until  the  sprjng  of  1850, 
when,  thinking  to  have  better  opportunities 
for  the  accjuirement  of  a  comfortable  com- 
petence in  the  new  and  growing  west,  they 
made  their  way  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the 
Mississipper  river  to  Burlington,  whence 
they  drove  across  the  country  to  Balti- 
more townshp,  Henr}^  axmty.  Here  Mr. 
Collins  invested  in  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  acres  of  land  on  .section  29,  which  was 
partially  improved  but  was  largely  cov- 
ered with  timber  and  brush.  There  was  a 
little  log  cabin  on  the  place  but  soon  after- 
ward Mr.  Collins  built  another  log  house, 
whicli  was  more  commodious  and  sub- 
stantial. He  then  gave  his  atention  to 
clearing  and  tilling  the  fields,  taking  away 
the  brush  and  timber  and  placing  the  land 
uufier  the  plow,  so  that  in  course  of  time 
good  harvests  were  garnered.  He  lived 
in  bis  log  house  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  30th  of  July,  1877.  Later  in 
that  year  the  family  erected  a  frame  resi- 
dence and  the  widow  continued  to  reside 
upon  the  home  farm  until  her  death,  Avhich 
occurred  in  1885. 

George  S.  Collins  was  the  youngest  son 
in  a  family  of  three  sons  and  six  daugh- 


ters, hve  of  his  sisters,  however,  being 
younger  than  he.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  the  old  home  place  and  is  indebted 
to  the  public  school  system  of  Baltimore 
township  for  the  educational  privileges  he 
enjoyed.  He  worked  in  the  fields  through 
the  sumiiTer  months,  aiding  in  the  task  of 
plowing,  planting  and  harvesting  and  he 
continued  upon  the  old  homestead  until  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
l:rated  on  the  8th  of  January,  1874,  Miss 
Ellen  Shelledy  becoming  his  wife.  She 
was  born  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  April 
25,  1852,  and  her  education  was  acquired 
in  the  district  schools  there.  Her  par- 
ents were  Gary  D.  and  Carrie  Amanda 
Shelledy,  the  former  born  Julv  30,  1822, 
and  the  latter  June  10,  1825.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Stephen  Shelledy,  \vas  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Greybeard  Regiment  of  Iowa 
in  the  Civil  war.  He  had  also  serx'ed  as 
a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  thus 
did  valuable  military'  service  for  his  coun- 
try on  two  different  occasions.  Caiw  D. 
Shelledy  was  a  saddlemaker  by  trade  and 
manufactured  the  first  saddle  ever  made  in 
Mou.nt  Pleasant.  He  married  and  lived 
on  a  farm  in  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  l)ut  his 
wife  did  not  live  long  and  later  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Jane  Hale.  About  i86i  he 
])urchased  a  farm  on  Skunk  ri\'er  in  Balti- 
more township,  Henry  county,  where  he 
resided  until  1877,  when  he  sold  that  ])r()p- 
erty  and  bought  another  farm  in  Balti- 
more township,  residing  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  July,  1892.  In 
the  family  were  five  children,  Mrs.  Ct^l- 
lins  being  the  third  in  order  of  l)irth. 

Fohowing  tlicir  marriage  ^\v.  Collins 
1)uilt  a  house  on  the  home  farm  and  op- 
crated  the  land  until  after  his  mother  died. 
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when  he  purchased  the  interest  of  the 
other  hek's  in  the  property\  He  has  since 
resided  on  the  old  homestead  in  the  house 
which  was  built  in  1877.  He  owns  here 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  of  land 
on  sectoin  29,  Baltimore  township,  which 
is  arable  and  producti^'e.  He  has  fenced  the 
entire  fann  with  wire  fencing  and  has 
made  good  substantial  improvements.  He 
has  a  horse  and  hay  barn,  thirty-six  by 
sixty  feet  and  he  uses  the  latest  improved 
machinery  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
fields.  In  connection  with  the  production 
of  crops  best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate 
he  also  raises  Red  Durham  cattle  and 
Houdan  chickens,  having  now  on  hand 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  fowls. 
Unto  jMr.  and  Airs.  Collins  have  been 
born  four  children :  Caiy  A.,  bom  July 
9,  1875,  and  now  living  in  Jackson  town- 
ship; William  Roy.  born  February  9, 
1882,  also  a  resident  of  Jackson  township ; 
Albert  Ross,  who  was  born  July  9.  1887, 
and  is  at  home,  and  Nellie  Myrtle,  born 
January  29,  1892.  Air.  Collins  is  a  firm 
believer  in  the  teachings  of  the  Alethodist 
•Episcopal  church  and  served  as  one  of  its 
trustees  for  many  years.  His  political  al- 
legiance is  given  to  the  democracy  and 
he  has  served  as  road  supervisor.  Every 
movement  that  is  calculated  to  benefit  the 
township  or  county  receives  his  endorse- 
ment, for  he  is  a  public-spirited  citizen 
and  one  whose  aid  can  be  counted  upon 
to  further  progressive  public  measures. 
Almost  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  in 
the  count3%  for  he  was  less  than  five  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  the  removal  oi  his 
parents  from  Ohio  county.  Indiana,  to 
Iowa.  Thus  for  fifty-six  years  he  has  been 
a  witness  of  the  many  changes  that  have 


occurred  here  as  the  wild  and  unsettled 
prairie  and  forest  regions  have  been  con- 
verted into  fine  farms  with  here  and 
there  flourishing  towns  and  villages  in 
their  midst.  The  experiences  of  pioneer 
life  were  familiar  to  him  in  his  }'outh  and 
he  assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  devel- 
oping a  new  farm.  He  has  seen  many 
changes,  but  none  have  been  more  marked 
than  in  the  methods  of  farming.  In  the 
old  days  the  work  of  the  fields  was  done 
largely  by  hand,  but  such  labor  has  been 
supplanted  by  the  work  of  machinery  and 
agricultural  implements,  rendering  the 
life  of  the  farmer  now  a  comparatively 
easy  one.  although  any  successful  man  is 
always  busy,  and  Air.  Collins  is  no  ex- 
ception to  this  rule. 


HEZEKIAH    DEAIAREE    \\'ALKER. 

H.  D.  ^^'alker  has  for  many  years  fig- 
ured prominently  in  fraternal  circles  in 
Iowa,  and  is  particularly  well  known 
throughout  the  state  in  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias circles,  for  since  1874  he  has  occupied 
the  position  of  grand  keeper  of  the  rec- 
ords and  seal.  He  has  a  very  wide  and 
favorable  acquaintance  in  Alount  Pleas- 
ant, where  he  makes  his  home,  and  al- 
though he  is  now  seventy-five  years  of 
age  he  is  yet  a  hale  and  hearty  man.  giv- 
ing out  of  the  rich  stores  of  his  wisdom 
and  experience  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
In  addition  to  his  duties  in  connection 
with  the  fraternity,  he  is  also  conducting 
a  successful  insurance  business. 
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Mr.  W^alker  was  born  near  Chambers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  i6th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1830,  his  parents  being  WllHam  and 
Mary  (Houghtehn)  Walker.  The  family 
is  of  Irish  lineage.  The  grandfather 
A\'a,ker  Avas  born  in  Scotland,  and  came 
to  America  in  his  youth  with  his  parents, 
who  settled  near  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania, 
at  an  early  period  in  the  development  of 
that  state.  Having  arrived  at  years  of 
maturity,  the  grandfather  was  married. 
His  wife  was  born  on  the  island  of  Man- 
hattan, and  was  of  Holland  parentage. 

William  AA'alker,  father  of.  Hon.  H.  D. 
Walker,  was  born  in  Franklin  county. 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  Carlisle  learned  the 
trade  of  shoemaking,  which  he  afterward 
conducted  for  many  years  in  the  borough 
of  Newville,  Cumberland  county.  Penn- 
sylvania. He  finally  abandoned  shoemak- 
ing and  bought  a  farm  near  Gettysburg, 
in  Adams  county,  on  which  he  lived  until 
his  death,  in  1854.  Following  her  hus- 
band's decease,  his  wife  afterward  came 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry  county,  and 
made  her  home  with  her  S(3n.  H.  D. 
\\'alker.  until  she  was  called  to  her  final 
rest,  in  1878,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  Both  were  devoted  in  their 
loyalty  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  in 
which  they  long  held  membership,  and 
they  were  most  highly  respected  people 
of  the  community  in  which  they  resided. 
In  their  family  were  five  children,  but 
only  two  are  now  living,  the  younger  be- 
ing Alexander  ]\IcLain,  who  is  now  living 
at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania.  He  served 
as  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

H.    D.     Walker    of    this    review    was 
reared  upon  his  father's  farm  on  the  fam- 


ous site  of  the  1)attle  of  Gettysburg,  and 
when  eighteen  years  of  age  entered  upon 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  plasterer's  trade, 
becoming  an  expert  workman.  He  then 
traveled  to  some  extent,  being  employed 
as  a  journeyman  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Tennessee 
and  Texas,  until  the  autumn  of  1854, 
when  he  located  at  Piqua,  Miami  county, 
Ohio. 

There  on  the  13th  of  March,  1856,  Mr. 
A\'alker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Isabella  Redman,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Esther  Redman,  who  were  natives  of 
Penns\dvania.  Her  father  was  a  brick- 
layer by  trade  and  during  the  early  girl- 
hood of  his  daughter  he  removed  from  the 
Keystone  state  to  Ohio,  where  his  remain- 
ing days  were  passed.  His  widow  after- 
ward went  to  live  with  a  brother  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  she  died.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Redman  had  five  children,  of  whom  four 
vet  survive:  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  is 
living  in  Piqua.  Ohio;  David  E..  a  resi- 
dent of  Falmouth.  Kentucky;  Mahala, 
the  widow  of  William  Barr,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Isabella,  now  Mrs.  Walker;  and 
fames  Buchanan,  who  served  in  an  Ohio 
regiment  during  the  Civil  war,  and  died 
in  the  soldiers'  home  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Red- 
man was  a  democrat  in  his  political  views 
but  never  sought  nor  desired  office.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  were  born  four 
children:  Charles  D.,  the  eldest,  bom  in 
IMount  Pleasant,  April  30.  1857,  was  mar- 
ried April  14,  1885,  to  Miss  Mamie  Ho- 
liart,  and  they  have  one  child,  Hezekiah 
Frederick.  He  is  a  plasterer  and  makes 
his  home  in  this  city.  Mary  B.,  born  April 
17,  1859,  was  married  November  2t,, 
t88o    to  H.   B.   Adams,  of  Aurora,  Illi- 
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nois.  ^^■ho  is  connected  with  the  street 
raihvay.  She  has  one  child,  Roma  Hattie, 
the  wife  of  Adams  Lemon  and  by  this 
marriage  there  is  a  daughter.  Roma  Flor- 
ence. Plattie  AI.,  born  July  23,  1863,  is 
the  wife  of  H.  J.  DeLaubenfels,  a  civil 
engineer,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  by 
whom  she  has  one  child,  Max  Walker. 
William  F.,  born  December  15,  1865,  died 
February  14,  1886,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years. 

Mr.  Walker  has  for  many  years  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  die 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  He  was 
initiated  into  the  former  in  Pic|ua,  Ohio. 
In  October,  1856,  he  removed  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  resided 
and  he  at  once  demitted  to  Henry  Lodge, 
No.  10,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. After  filling  all  of  the  local  offices, 
he  became  a  grand  master  in  i860.  In 
1S78  he -was  elected  grand  representative 
to  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  anrl  served 
in  that  capacity  at  the  session  held  in  Balti- 
more, in  both  the  years  September,  1878 
and  1879.  He  was  re-elected  to  die  same 
position  and  was  representative  to  the  ses- 
sion held  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1880,  and  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in 
1881.  He  ser\'ed  on  the  committee  on 
judiciar)'. 

He  became  a  patriarch  by  uniting  with 
the  Industry  Encampment,  No.  18,  at  its 
institution  in  October,  1857,  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  chair  of  grand  patriarch  in 
1869.  In  1870  he  became  much  interested 
in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternitv  and 
with  twenty-five  others  sent  a  petition  to 
the  Supreme  Lodge  of  the  world  for  a  dis- 


pensation to  organize  Eastern  Star  Lodge, 
No.  6,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  JMount 
Pleasant,  Iowa.  He  was  thereafter  unani- 
mously elected  the  first  chancellor  com- 
mander and  became  a  past  chancellor  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1870,  while  in  1872  he  was 
duly  elected  a  representati\-e  to  the  grand 
lodge  and  at  the  session  of  that  body  at 
Burlington,  Iowa,  on  the  9th  and  loth  of 
July,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  elected  and 
duly  installed  grand  vice  chancellor,  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  until  Januaiw  29, 
1873,  on  which  date  he  was  elected  grand 
chancellor  and  served  for  one  vear.  The 
interests  of  the  office  were  materially  ad- 
A'anced  and  his  ability  and  zeal  won  for 
him  a  reputation  that  resulted  in  his  elec- 
tion to  the  responsible  position  of  grand 
keeper  of  records  and  seal  of  this  juris- 
diction. In  1874  he  was  elected  to  that  po- 
sition and  has  been  re-elected  at  each  suc- 
ceeding election  to  the  present  time  (1906) 
covering  a  period  of  more  than  thirty-one 
years.  He  devotes  almost  his  entire  time 
to  the  vast  interests  of  the  order  and  the 
conspicuous  part  he  has  taken  and  the 
great  ability  he  has  manifested  in  his  ad- 
ministration of  the  duties  of  the  office  have 
won  for  him  the  title  of  "The  Model 
Knight."  In  his  home  city  and  in  fact  in 
many  places  in  the  state  ]\Ir.  AA^alker  is 
afifectionately  and  familiarly  termed  "Dear 
Daddy  \\^alker,"  an  expression  which  at 
once  indicates  the  near  and  kindly  feeling 
entertained  for  him  by  his  many  friends 
and  his  almost  fatherly  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  those  who  have  formed  his  ac- 
quaintance. His  political  support  is  given 
to  the  repulilican  party  but  he  is  without 
aspiration  for  preferment  in  that  direc- 
tion.    His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Consrre- 
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gatioiial  church  and  is  a  lady  whose  ex- 
cellent traits  of  heart  and  mind  have  en- 
deared her  to  all.  They  reside  at  No. 
403  South  Jefferson  street,  where  they 
have  li\'ed  for  forty-eight  years,  there 
ha\-ing  l)een  only  a  few  houses  in  the 
neighborhood  \\hen  they  took  up  their 
abode  there.  They  both  number  their 
friends  by  the  hundreds  and  because  of 
their  personal  characteristics  they  have  the 
love  and  esteem  of  the  great  majority  of 
those  with  whom  they  have  been  brought 
in  contact,  ^ir.  Walker  in  his  life  has  ex- 
emplified the  beneficient  spirit  of  the  fra- 
ternities with  which  he  has  been  so  closely 
and  actively  connected,  and  he  stands  for 
a  high  tvpe  of. fraternal  fidelity. 


WILLIAM  ARCHIBALD. 

William  Archibald,  now  deceased,  was 
for  many  years  a  worthy  and  respected 
citizen  of  Henry  county,  where  he  devoted 
his  energies  with  signal  success  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming.  He  was  born  in 
New  Haven,  Ohio,  October  2.  1834,  his 
]>arents  being  Dr.  Edmond  and  Belinda 
(Calhoun)  Archibald,  the  former  a  native 
of  Alassachusetts  and  the  latter  of  Indiana. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  William 
and  Elizalieth  Archibald,  natives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  maternal  grandfather 
was  Major  John  Calhoun,  who  served  as 
a  soldier  of  the  war  of  181 2.  The  parents 
were  married  n  Indiana  and  arrived  on 
the  present  site  of  Lowell,  in  Baltimore 
township,   Henry  county.   Iowa,   in    1837, 


although     the     town   had   not     }"et     been 
founded.  They  traveled  westward  by  way 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  Fort 
Madison,     and   tlience   drove   across     the 
country  in  wagons  to  Lowell,  which  name 
was  given  to  the  town  by  Dr.  Archibald 
in  honor  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts.     He 
entered  land  adjoining  the  town  site  and 
thus  established  his  home  in  the  midst  of 
a  wild  and  unimproved  district.     The  In- 
dians made  their  way  up  and  down  the 
Skunk  ri\'er  in  their  canoes  and  pitched 
their  tents  in  the  forests,  hunting  for  wild 
game.     The  trees  were  uncut,  the  stream^ 
unbridged  and  the  prairie  land  uncultivated 
and  in  fact,  the  most  far-sighted  could  not 
have  dreamed  that  within  a  short  space  of 
time  all  of  this  was  to  be  converted  into 
highly   cutlivated    farms   with   flourishing 
towns  in  their  midst.     The  land  which  Mr. 
Archibald  secured  was  covered  with  tim- 
ber and  in  the  midst  of  the  green  forest  he 
built  a  log  cabin  and  then  began  to  clear 
and  improve  the  land.  His  first  home  was 
one  and  a  half  mles  west  of  Lowell  and 
there  he  made  many  improvements.     Later 
he    lived  for  many  years  in  the    village, 
where  he  died  Ap.ril  26,  1878,  having  for 
several  years  survived  his  wife.     H^e  was 
one   of   the   honoreil   and    \-alued    pioneer 
residents    of    this    part    of    the    state    and 
aided  in  laying  broad  and  deep  the  founda- 
tion for  the  development  of  the  county. 

Willam  Archibald  si)ent  his  Ixw-hood 
days  in  his  parents"  home  in  Lowell,  there 
remaining  until  his  marriage,  which  was 
celebrated  on  the  6th  of  Septeml^er.  1834. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  accpiired  a  good 
education  in  tlie  district  sch(X)ls  of  Lowell. 
He  wedded  Miss  Sarah  Hufstedler,  wh<") 
was  b(->rn  in  Parke  comity.  Indiana,  Jan- 
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uary  ii,  1835,  ^"^  attended  the  public 
schools  of  that  state.  Her  parents  were 
Martin  and  Maiy  (Kirkum)  Hufstedler. 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Illinois  respect- 
iveh".  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archibald 
ha\'e  been  born  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. A\'illiam  M.,  born  September  3, 
1855,  married  Kate  Fleenor,  who  was  born 
in  Des  iVioines  county,  Iowa,  March  19, 
1865.  They  resided  near  Clarinda,  Iowa, 
where  he  died  November  14,  1901,  leaving 
two  cliildren:  Grace  A.,  born  July  5, 
1891  :  and  Irvin  A..  1)orn  February  25, 
1898.  ^lary  Frances,  born  May  11,  1858, 
is  the  wife  of  Howard  Root,  of  Kansas 
City,  Kansas  and  has  two  children :  Archi- 
bald W..  bora  April  6,  1886;  and  Richard 
Ross,  born  May  2,  1888.  George  W., 
born  May  20,  i860,  died  July  30,  1903. 
Viola,  bom  April  26,  1866,  is  the  wife  of 
John  Stewart,  of  Lee  county,  Iowa,  and 
their  children  are  Beatrice  and  Rastus.  Al- 
bert K.,  bom  October  6,  1868,  Harry  E., 
September  23,  1871.  and  Emest,  May  ly, 
1874,  are  all  that  home. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Archibald 
resided  in  Lowell  until  1896,  when  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acres  011  section  20,  which  was 
partially  improved.  He  erected  a  resi- 
dence of  nine  rooms  in  1903  and  it  is  one 
of  the  attractiA'e  farm  residiences  in  this 
part  of  the  county".  He  built  two  large 
barns  upon  tlie  place.  It  is  divided  into 
fields  of  con^"enient  size  and  he  carried  on 
general  farming  in  connection  with  his 
two  sons  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  work, 
but  ill  health  at  length  forced  him  to  re- 
tire. At  length  he  was  compelled  to  un- 
dergo an  operation  on  the  20th  of  .Vpril. 
1906,  but  he  never  rallied  therefrom  and 


died  about  midnight  on  Saturday  night, 
the  2ist  of  April.  His  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Lowell  cemetery  on  the  24th,  and 
his  death  was  deeph^  regretted  by  many 
friends.  He  had  passed  the  seventy-first 
milestone  on  life's  journey.  His  political 
allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican 
party  and  his  religious  faith  was  indicated 
l)y  his  membership  in  tlie  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  church  at  Bethany.  All  who 
knew  him  respected  him  for  his  many 
sterling  traits  of  character  and  his  good 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind.  In  his  busi- 
ness he  prospered,  owing  to  his  carefully 
directed  efforts  and  he  left  his  family  in 
comfortable  circumstances. 


REV.   ELI  H.   CODDINGTON. 

Rev.  Eli  H.  Coddington,  deceased,  was 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  ministry  in  Iowa,  and  although 
he  has  departed  this  life,  his  influence  yet 
remains  as  a  potent  element  for  good  and 
his  memory  is  yet  a  blessed  benediction  to 
those  who  knew  him.  He  was  bom  in 
Champaign  county,  Illinois,  July  i,  1837, 
a  son  of  William  and  Lucinda  (Wray) 
Coddington.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in 
Maryland  and  came  west  to  Iowa,  both 
he  and  his  wife  dying  in  Hillsboro,  Henry 
county.  In  their  family  were  eight  chil- 
dren, but  only  two  are  now  living.  Caro- 
line is  the  widow  of  Greenberry  Trekell, 
a  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Cyrena 
is  the  widow  of  David  Taylor,  who  is  liv- 
inp-  at  Neleieh,  Nebraska. 
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Eli  H.  Coddington  was  a  young  lad 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Iowa, 
and  his  early  education  was  acquired  in 
tlie  public  schools  of  Henr}-  county.  He 
afterward  entered  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University  at  j\Iount  Pleasant  in  1859, 
and  while  a  student  there  he  belonged  to 
the  Hamline  Literary  Society.  His  alma 
mater  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  in  1870. 

Rev.  Coddington  responded  to  the  first 
call  for  volunteers  to  aid  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion  in  the  south,  leaving 
college  for  that  purpose  and  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  F,  Fourteenth  Iowa 
Infantry,  in  1861.  He  w-as  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson  in  February, 

1862,  losing  his  left  arm,  having  a  shoul- 
der joint  amputation,  which  always  caused 
him  trouble.  Because  of  disability  thus 
occasioned,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  a  few  months  later.  After 
his  wound  healed  he  re-entered  college  in 

1863,  but  in  1864  again  left  that  institu- 
tion for  the  war,  being  commissioned  cap- 
tain of  Company  H,  Forty-fifth  Iowa  In- 
fantry. He  served  for  the  full  term  of 
his  enlistment  and  then  once  more  became 
a  college  student,  finishing  his  course  in 
1866.  He  was  particularly  interested  in 
the  study  of  langiiages  and  he  could  read 
the  Bible  in  English,  Latin,  Greek,  Ger- 
man, French  and  Italian.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  conference  in  1866 
and  was  assigned  that  year  to  the  pastorate 
of  the  Methodist  church  in  Troy,  wdiere 
he  remained  until  1868.  He  w^as  pastor 
at  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  in  1869,  at  Mount 
Pleasant  in  1870  and  at  Fairfield  from 
1 87 1  and  1873,  at  each  place  doing  much 
Sfood  and  leaving  manv  warm  friends. 


On  the  24th  of  December,  1866,  at 
Troy,  Iowa,  Rev.  Coddington  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Belle  (Graham)  Tannehill, 
who  was  born  in  Champaign  county, 
Ohio,  December  30.  1842,  a  daughter  of 
W^illiam  C.  and  Sarah  (Patterson)  Gra- 
ham. Her  father  was  a  grandson  of  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 
His  birth  occurred  Februar}^  15,  1816,  in 
Tennessee  and  his  wife  was  born  in  the 
same  state,  December  28,  18 15.  In  their 
early  married  life  the  parents  of  ]\Irs. 
Coddington  removed  to  Ohio,  where  Mr. 
Graham  followed  farming  until  1845, 
when  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Dax'is 
county,  w'here  he  again  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  died  November  30, 
1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years,  and 
his  remains  were  interred  in  Adair  county, 
Iowa.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Coddington 
died  December  20,  1857,  and  was  buried 
in  Davis  county,  Iowa.  In  the  family  of 
this  worthy  couple  were  five  children,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Coddington  is  the  eldest.  The 
others  are  as  follows:  ]\Iartha  J.  is  the 
wife  of  F.  L.  Spurgeon,  of  Orient.  Iowa, 
and  has  four  children.  Andrew  M.  mar- 
ried Miss  Louisa  Unkefer,  iDy  whom  he 
has  four  children  and  their  home  is  at 
Carl,  Iowa.  Howard  A.,  who  married 
Miss  Alice  Caldwell.  Ijv  whom  he  has 
three  children,  resides  in  the  state  of 
Washington,  and  during  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Exposition  at  Portland,  Oregon, 
he  had  charge  of  the  exhibits  from  his 
state.  Sarah  'M.  is  the  wife  of  William 
Hoskins,  of  Lawrence,  Kansas,  and  has  five 
children.  After  losing  his  first  wife,  ^Ir. 
Graham  married  Miss  Ann  Yost,  In* 
whom  he  had  three  children:  Ida  W..  the 
wife  of  Elmer  F.   Bennett,  of  Portland, 
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Oregon,  and  the  mother  of  four  children; 
Josephine,  the  wife  of  John  Stewart,  of 
Randolph,  Nebraska,  and  the  mother  of 
one  child,  and  William  L.,  of  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, who  married  Miss  Bertha  Gandy 
and  has  two  children.  ]\Ir.  Graham  was 
a  whig  in  his  political  views  and  after- 
ward became  a  republican.  He  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  church,  in  which 
he  served  as  class  leader  and  steward,  while 
his  first  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church. 

Unto  'My.  and  Mrs.  Coddington  were 
born  four  children,  but  only  one  is  now 
living.  Clinton  G.,  the  eldest,  born  De- 
cember 7,  1867,  in  Troy,  Iowa,  died  in 
Denver,  Colorado,  in  November,  1894. 
He  pursued  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  schools  of  Mount  Pleasant  and  in  1884 
entered  the  Iowa  \\'esleyan  University, 
which  his  father  had  previously  attended, 
and  became  a  member  of  the  same  literaiy 
society  to  which  his  father  had  belonged. 
He  likewise  held  membership  with  the  Phi 
Delta  Theta  and  was  a  delegate  to  its 
national  convention  at  Galesburg,  Illinois, 
in  1890.  He  won  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  in  1893.  He  was  local  editor  of  the 
Iowa  Weslcyan  and  delivered  the  master's 
oration  in  1893.  After  leaving  college 
he  became  assistant  editor  of  the  Randolph 
Times  at  Randolph,  Nebraska,  where  he 
remained  until  his  health  failed  in  1894. 
He  died  suddenly  of  acute  pneumonia.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
fraternity  and  the  Masonic  lodge  and  his 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  was  a  bright  and  talented 
young  man.  and  as  a  college  friend  was 
ideal,  faithful  and  true.  His  death  was  a 
most  severe  l)low  to  his  mother,  for  in  him 


were  centered  man}-  proud  hopes  and 
around  him  were  many  far-reaching  plans. 
He  possessed  a  most  sunny  disposition, 
full  of  life  and  joy,  and  he  had  a  faculty 
of  binding  his  friends  closer  to  him  as 
the  years  passed  by.  He  possessed  a  native 
American  wit  and  was  able  to  produce 
laughter  in  an  entire  company,  at  the  same 
time  keeping  a  sober  face  himself.  He 
had  been  conducting"  the  Randolph  Times 
for  a  year  wath  great  success  when  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  Nebraska  and  go  to  Cqlo- 
rado  for  his  health.  He  was  well  fitted 
for  a  journalistic  career  in  every  respect, 
but  his  ambition  was  too  great  for  his 
strength.  His  ideas  upon  religious  ques- 
tions were  broad  and  liberal,  and  while  he 
did  not  subscribe  to  any  creeds  or  dogmas, 
he  recog'nized  in  nature  ample  evidence  of 
a  Creator.  In  his  business  life  he  w^as 
ambitious  to  excel,  was  quick  to  grasp  an 
idea,  was  fruitful  in  imagination  and  had 
a  mind  stored  with,  well  selected  and  useful 
knowledge,  and  his  language  gave  every 
evidence  of  being  well  chosen.  He  did  not 
readily  take  up  new  friends,  but  his  ac- 
quaintance bore  the  test  of  time  and  all 
who  knew  him  learned  to  respect  him  and 
manv  ga^•e  to  him  their  lasting  friendship 
and  regard.  In  social  circles  he  was  often 
the  light  and  life  of  a  company  because 
of  a  mind  well  stored  with  information  as 
well  as  wit  and  with  a  fund  of  apt  quo- 
tation, which  he  readily  used.  During 
his  last  days  many  of  his  college  friends 
and  schoolmates  called  upon  him  and  did 
what  they  could  for  him  in  his  sickness, 
and  when  the  end  came  they  bore  his  re- 
mains home  and  he  was  laid  tenderly  to 
rest  bv  the  side  of  his  father.  He  died  in 
the  home  of  his  attending  physician  with 
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his  (lexoted  mother  at  his  bedside,  and  as 
the  end  came  he  joined  A\ith  her  in  singing 
the  hymn.  "On  Christ,  the  Sohd  Rock,  I 
stand."  Ernest  M.  Coddington,  the  sec- 
ond child  of  the  family,  was  born  May  30, 

187 1,  and  died  in  1872.  Laura,  the  sur- 
viving daughter,  was  born  September   i, 

1872,  in  Fairfield,  Iowa,  and  in  Alount 
Pleasant  high  school  prepared  for  col- 
lege work,  and  in  1887  entered  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University,  from  which  she  was 
graduated  in  1893  ^"^  ^^o^'^  t^"*^  Master  of 
Arts  degree  in  1896.  She  belonged  to  the 
Ruthean  Literary  Society  and  the  P.  E.  O. 
Sisterhood.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the 
graded  schools  of  ]\Iount  Pleasant  from 
1895  until  1899.  spent  the  following  year 
as  a  teacher  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and 
taught  in  Lake  Side,  Washington,  in 
1900-01,  while  her  mother  visited  there. 
She  holds  a  teacher's  state  certificate.  On 
the  3d  of  August,  1 90 1,  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
French  L.  Eason  and  they  reside  at  ]\Iadi- 
son,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Eason  being  a  com- 
mercial traveler.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren:  French  Leon,  born  August  i,  1902, 
and  Marjorie,  born  April  30,  1905. 
Manly  G.  Coddington,  the  youngest  child 
of  the  family,  was  born  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, JanuaiT  29,  1876,  and  died  in  August 
of  that  year.  Two  of  the  children  were 
buried  in  Mount  Pleasant  by  the  side  of 
the  father,  and  the  little  son.  Ernest,  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Fairfield  cemetery. 

Mr.  Coddington  was  a  republican  in  his 
political  views  and  he  took  all  of  the  de- 
grees in  Odd  Fellowship,  continuing  his 
active  connection  with  the  order  until 
within  a  few  3rears  prior  to  his  death.  He 
passed    away   July    30,    1877.    at    Mount 


Pleasant,  when  forty  years  of  age.  His 
life  did  not  co\-er  a  very  long  period,  but 
it  was  one  of  usefulness,  and  the  world 
is  better  for  his  having  livec\.  He  was 
devoted  to  his  family  and  to  his  church 
and  he  accomplished  great  good  in  the 
world. 

At  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Rev.  Eli 
H.  Coddington,  Mrs.  Coddington  was  a 
widow,  having  been  married  on  the  17th 
of  April,  1862,  to  N.  H.  Tannehill,  who 
was  born  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  in 
1837,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In 
September  following  his  marriage  he  en- 
listed for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  joining 
Company  I,  Thirteenth  Iowa  Infantry,  at 
Troy,  this  state.  He  became  ill  when  on 
toat  near  Vicksburg,  going  to  re-enforce 
General  Grant,  and  died  in  the  hospital 
at  Lake  Providence,  Louisiana,  of  typhoid 
fever,  February  10,  1863.  when  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  was  buried  there, 
being  laid  to  rest  in  a  soldier's  grave,  hav- 
ing given  his  life  in  defense  of  the  Union. 
Fraternally  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  politi- 
cally a  republican,  and  religiously  was 
connected  with  die  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Thus,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
Mrs.  Coddington  was  left  a  widow.  Both 
of  her  husbands  fought  under  the  stars 
and  stripes.  The  spring  following  the 
death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Tannehill  was 
commissioned  as  a  hospital  nurse  at  Ben- 
ton Barracks,  St.  Louis,  and  on  the  ist 
of  June,  1865,  she  received  a  commission 
as  a  delegate  of  the  L'nited  States  Chris- 
tian Commission.  F(->llowing  the  loss  of 
her  husband,  she  was  anxicnis  to  have  her 
time  and  attention  employed,  and  taught 
school  until  a  place  had  been  made  for 
her  in  the  hospital.     Benton  Barracks  was 
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one  of  the  largest  hospitals  in  the  west  and 
included  the  amphitheater  and  other  build- 
ings on  the  fair  grounds  of  the  St.  Louis 
Agricultural  Society.  Often  there  were 
two  thousand  patients  there,  and  the  insti- 
tution was  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Russell, 
of  Natick.  Massachusetts,  who  was  in  every 
way  fitted  for  this  responsible  position. 
During  the  first  day  of  her  hospital  service 
Mrs.  Coddington  had  a  smallpox,  case  in 
her  A\ard.  but  the  man  was  soon  removed 
to  the  isolation  hospital.  She  escaped  the 
smallpox,  but  was  taken  down  with 
measles.  As  soon  as  she  recovered,  how- 
ever, she  again  resumed  her  work  as  a 
nurse.  In  March,  1865,  she  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Nashville  Hospital,  where 
Dr.  Russell  had  gone  as  surgeon  in  charge. 
Before  she  left  Benton  Barracks  the  sol- 
diers in  the  ward  where  she  had  been  for 
nearly  a  year  presented  her  with  an  elegant 
silk  dress  pattern  as  a  token  of  their  good 
will  and  appreciation  of  her  kindness  to 
them.  On  the  ist  of  June,  1865,  she  was 
called  to  St.  Louis  to  enter  the  work  of 
the  Christian  Commission  and  remained 
there  until  December  3,  1865,  when  she 
returned  to  her  home  in  Troy,  Iowa,  reach- 
ing there  in  time  for  the  celebration  of 
her  twenty-third  birthday  after  an  absence 
of  two  years.  Here  she  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  Rev.  Coddington,  who  had 
seven  successful  years  in  the  ministr}' 
after  that  time,  followed  by  four  years  of 
intense  suffering.  He  left  two  children, 
but  the  son  has  since  died,  leaving  Mrs. 
Coddington  with  one  daughter.  ]\Irs.  Cod- 
dington possesses  a  remarkable  memory, 
and  the  sketch  of  her  life  during  her  two 
years  of  hospital  service  she  wrote  with- 
out referring:  to  anv  notes,  and  this  article 


is  found  in  a  book  entitled,   "Our  Army 
Nurses,"   compiled  by  ]Mary  A.   Gardner 
Holland  in  1895.     It  is  a  very  interesting 
record  and  shows  not  only  the  work  of 
Mrs.  Coddington,  but  also  displays  schol- 
arly ability  in  its  compilation.     Mrs.  Cod- 
dington is  a  most  estimable  lady,  popular 
with  a  large  circle  of  friends.     Her  life 
has  been  greatly  devoted  to  good  work. 
Since  the  death  of  Mr.   Coddington  she 
has   made   her  home   in   ]\Iount   Pleasant 
and  has  been  very  active  in  church  work, 
acting  as  district  secretary  of  the  mission- 
ary  society.      For   twenty-two   years    she 
had   charge  of   the  primary   class   in   the 
Sunday  school  and  had  hoped  to  remain 
as  its  teacher  for  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
but  impaired  hearing  necessitated  her  giv- 
ing up  the  work.    One  of  her  pupils  when 
she   took   charge   of   the   class   was   Max 
Babb,  son  of  Judge  Babb,  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, who  at  the  time  of  her  resignation  as 
primary^  teacher  was  serving  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  school.     From  time 
to  time  she  received  many  beautiful  pres- 
ents from  the  school  in  token  of  appre- 
ciation of  her  work.     She  was  junior  vice- 
president  of  the  department  of  Iowa  of 
the  Women's  Relief  Corps  for  one  year, 
filling  that   position  at  the   time   of  her 
son's  death.     She  took  the  federal  census 
in  the  two  wards  in  Mount  Pleasant  in 
1890,  and  she  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Women's  Relief  Corps,   in  which 
she  has  serv-ed  as  president,  vice-president 
and  chaplain.    She  has  also  been  recording 
secretary  and  treasurer  in  the  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  societies,  but  has  been 
obliged  to  retire  from  more  active  connec- 
tion with  these  various  organizations  be- 
cause of  her  hearing.     Her  life  has  been 
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indeed  filled  with  good  deeds,  acts  of  mercy 
and  works  of  kindness,  and  many  there  are 
who  bless  her  memory  because  of  the  as- 
sistance that  she  has  rendered  and  the  influ- 
ence she  has  exerted  toward  nobler  living 
and  higher  ideals. 


MRS.  LOUISA  WEIBLEY. 

]\Irs.  Louisa  Weibley.  who  for  twenty 
years  has  resided  in  Mount  Pleasant,  hav- 
ing taken  up  her  abode  here  in  September, 
1885,  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Iowa, 
March  22,  1842,  and  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  state. 
Her  parents  were  Jacob  and  Dorothy 
(Fitchner)  Krumm.  The  father  was  born 
in  Gennany  and  when  eighteen  years  of 
age,  having  come  to  America,  he  settled 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  while  subsequently  he 
became  one  of  the  first  residents  in  the 
vicinity  of  Merrimac.  There  he  entered 
land  from  the  government  and  developed 
a  good  farm.  He  was  married  in  Ohio 
to  ]Miss  Dorothy  Fitchner,  but  both  are 
now  deceased. 

Mrs.  Weibley  acquired  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  common  and  German  schools 
in  the  home  locality  and  remained  with  her 
parents  until  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  the  Rev.  John  Schnakanberg,  a  minis- 
ter of  the  German  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  w^as  located  for  two  years  at 
Wapello,  Iowa,  and  his  last  pastorate  was 
in  Burlington.  He  had  also  served  at 
one  time  at  Long  Creek.  Their  marriage 
occurred  October  11,  i860.    To  this  union 


were  born  two  daughters,  Mary  and 
Emma.  The  former  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Besser,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
they  have  three  children :  Merle,  Milton 
and  Ethel.  Emma  became  the  wife  of 
Rev.  William  Heppe,  D.  D.,  of  Portland, 
Oregon,  and  they  also  have  three  children  : 
Waldo,  Ralph  and  Ruth. 

Following  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band, Mrs.  Schnakanberg  returned  to  her 
parents'  home  and  there  remained  until 
her  marriage  to  Christopher  Weibley  on 
the  25th  of  June,  1867.  Her  second  hus- 
band w^as  a  miller  engaged  in  business  at 
that  time  in  Merrimac,  Jefferson  county, 
Iowa.  For  a  year  they  made  their  home 
there,  after  which  he  spent  one  year  in  the 
mill  at  Lancaster,  this  state,  but  later  re- 
turned to  milling  operations  in  Jefferson 
county.  He  also  spent  eight  years  upon  a 
farm  in  that  county,  and  on  selling  the 
property  removed  to  Keokuk  county, 
where  he  owned  and  operated  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon  which 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death  on  the 
1 2th  of  October,  1878.  Unto  :\Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Weibley  were  born  seven  children, 
but  the  two  eldest,  daughters,  died  within 
a  week  of  membranous  croup,  and  George 
died  of  the  same  disease  wdien  five  years 
of  age,  just  before  the  father's  death.  The 
surviving  sons  are:  Jacob,  a  musician  of 
New  York  city,  who  has  become  a  promi- 
nent vocalist  and  is  still  studying  his  art; 
William,  w^ho  is  an  architect  and  carpen- 
ter and  resides  at  home  with  his  mother, 
and  Edward,  who  is  engaged  in  the  poul- 
try business. 

In  1885  Mrs.  Weibley  removed  to 
:\Iount  Pleasant  in  order  to  afford  her 
children  better  educational  privileges.     She 
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kept  boarders  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
family  needs  while  her  children  were  in 
school,  and  she  certainly  desen^es  great 
credit  for  what  she  accomplished,  having 
fully  done  a  mother's  part  to  her  fatherless 
sons.  She  built  a  nice  home  on  West 
Pearl  street  opposite  the  main  college 
building  and  has  here  since  resided.  She 
belongs  to  the  German  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  while  her  sons  hold  member- 
ship in  the  English  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  In  church  work  and  in  the  mis- 
sionary society  she  has  taken  an  active  and 
helpful  part.  The  family  are  highly  re- 
spected here,  and  Mrs.  Weibley  enjoys  the 
Avami  esteem  and  admiration  of  all  who 
have  true  regard  for  the  worth  and  value 
of  character. 


HEMAN  ALPHOXSO  WHITE. 

Upon  the  farm  \\here  he  now  lives  in 
Tippecanoe  townshp,  Heman  A.  AMiite  was 
born  on  the  7th  of  April,  1851,  a  son  of 
Wallace  and  Jane  E.  (Higgins)  White, 
the  foraier  a  native  of  Delaware  and  the 
latter  of  Vermont.  The  father  came  to 
Heniy  county,  Iowa,  about  1838,  settling 
in  Mount  Pleasant  when  it  contained  but 
three  houses.  He  was  a  carpenter  and 
worked  at  his  trade  in  the  embryo  city. 
He  also  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  section  2,  Tippecanoe 
township,  which  was  covered  with  timber 
and  on  this  he  cleared  seventy-seven  acres, 
which  he  made  his  home  place.  In  1850 
he  supplemented  his  little  log  cabin  by  a 
frame  house,  in  which  was  a  fireplace.  He 


also  built,  in  i860,  a  barn  which  is  still 
in  use.  He  resided  u'pon  this  farm  until 
the  fall  of  1864,  when  his  life's  labors 
were  ended  in  death,  but  he  is  still  sur- 
\-ived  by  his  Avife,  who  was  born  in  1824, 
and  therefore  has  reached  the  very-  ad- 
A-anced  age  of  eighty-tAvo  years.  In  their 
family  Avere  ten  children,  six  sons  and 
four  daughters. 

Heman  A.  \\'hite,  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth,  spent  his  boyhood  days  under  the 
parental  roof,  remaining  with  his  mother 
until  1870  and  in  the  meantime  he  ac- 
quired a  fair  English  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  On  leaving  home  he  Avent 
to  Kansas,  whence  he  afterward  made  his 
way  to  ^Missouri  Avith  an  uncle,  remaining 
there  for  six  months.  He  next  removed 
to  PottaAvattamie  county,  loAva,  Avhere  he 
Avorked  at  farming  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
after  Avhich  he  returned  to  the  homestead 
residing  thereon  until  his  marriage.  It 
was  on  the  i8th  of  May,  1873,  that  he 
Avedded  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Fordyce,  Avho 
was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Robert  Fordyce,  a  native 
of  Ohio.  Her  education  Avas  acquired  in 
the  common  schools  and  by  this  marriage 
there  ha\'e  been  born  four  children  :  James 
P..  now  living  in  California;  Hugh  R., 
at  home :  Efifie  Jane,  a  nurse  noAV  in  Tip- 
ton, Iowa ;  and  Ora  Adele,  Avho  is  a 
student  in  HoAve's  Academy,  Avhich  is  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  knoAvn  schools  of 
Southeastern  Iowa. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  ]Mr. 
\Miite  remained  upon  the  old  homestead 
and  then  spent  a  year  at  farm  labor  in  the 
employ  of  others.  He  next  purchased  six- 
ty-one acres  of  land  just  Avest  of  the  old 
home  place  and  built  thereon  a  ncAV  house, 
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a  stable,  corn  crib,  a  well,  and  made  otber 
improvements.  His  attention  was  assidu- 
ously given  to  the  cultivation  and  develop- 
ment of  the  farm  until  1898,  when  he 
traded  that  place  for  the  interest  of  his 
brother  ^^'allace  in  the  old  homestead  and 
remo^■ed  to  the  fami,  purchasing  the  in- 
terest of  the  other  heirs.  He  now  has  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land 
in  one  body.  The  residence  was  built  by 
his  mother  in  1887.  The  farm  is  sup- 
])lied  with  modern  equipments.  ^Ir. 
White  raises  here  the  various  cereals 
adapted  to  the  climatic  conditions  of  the 
country,  and  he  also  raises  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs.  In  his  political  views  he  is  an 
earnest  republican,  and  is  now  serving 
as  president  and  director  of  the  school 
board.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  He  has  lived  in  the  county 
for  more  than  half  a  century  and  is  a 
representative  of  one  of  its  oldest  pioneer 
families,  the  name  of  White  having  been 
associated  wdth  its  agricultural  develop- 
ment from  the  period  when  much  of  the 
land  was  still  government  property,  and 
the  work  of  improvement  had  scarcely 
been  inaugurated  by  the  white  pioneer 
man. 


THOMAS  G.  ROOK. 

Thomas  G.  Rook,  wdio  has  been  operat- 
ing the  farm  upon  w^hich  he  now^  resides 
in  Jackson  township  since  1854,  w^as  bom 
in  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  on  the  27th  of 
August,  183 1.     His  father,  t)r.  Jonathan 


Stanford  Rook,  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina  and  a  son  of  Stephen  Rook.  Ha\'- 
ing  reached  years  of  maturity,  Jonathan 
S.  Rook  was  married  to  Miss  Amy  Hol- 
der, also  a  native  of  North. Carolina  and 
a  daughter  of  William  Holder.  Her  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Solomon  Greathouse, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  pioneers  to  cross  the  mountains 
and  penetrate  into  the  wild  western  region 
lying  beyond  the  Alleghanies.  He  went 
down  the  Ohio  river  and  up  the  Tennessee 
river  with  a  keel  boat  and  made  his  way 
into  the  forest  region  of  that  unde\'eloped 
and  unsettled  state,  and  he  crossed  the 
Blue  Ridge  mountains  at  a  place  now 
called  Blue  Ridge,  frequently  following  an 
old  Indian  trail  or  else  making  his  own 
■road.  He  was  a  Moravian  preacher  and 
passed  much  of  his  life  in  northern 
Georgia,  proclaiming  the  gospel  in  fron- 
tier districts.'  Dr.  Rook,  the  father  of 
Thomas  G..  prepared  for  the  practice  of 
medicine  as  a  student  in  a  Philadelphia 
medical  college,  and  devoted  his  life  to 
the  practice  of  the  profession.  He  was 
married  in  Georgia  and  after  residing 
there  for  a  time  removed  to  Illinois,  driv- 
ing across  the  country  in  a  wagon  in  1825. 
His  destination  was  Shelby  county,  where 
he  resided  until  ^'^^^J.  when  he  drove  to 
Salem,  Iowa,  and  was  the  first  college-bred 
physician  of  this  vicinity.  He  practiced 
in  the  village  and  surrounding  district  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1844,  and  was  a  prominent  pioneer 
physician  with  accurate  knowledge,  broad 
humanitarian  principles  and  deep  interest 
in  his  profession.  His  wife  long  survived 
him,  passing  away  in  1889.  The  family 
of  Dr.  Jonathan  S.  Rook  consisted  of  three 
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children,    two    daughters    and    one    son. 
Thomas    G.    Rook,   the  youngest,     Hved 
with  his  mother  until  1850.     He  was  only 
about  six  years  of  age  when  the  family 
came  to  Iowa  and  amid  pioneer  conditions 
he  was  reared.     He  attended  school  in  a 
log  meeting  house  used  as  a  place  of  wor- 
ship by  the  Friends  or  Quakers  and  thus 
he    acquired    his    education.     He    was    a 
youth  of  only  thirteen  years  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death,  and  he  contiued  to  live 
with   his   mother  until   nineteen   years   of 
age,  when  in  1850  he  joined  a  party  from 
Salem  and  vicinity  and  went  to  California, 
attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold.     The 
party  drove  across  the  plains  to  Oregon, 
whence  they  proceeded  southward  to  the 
Golden  state,  being  nine  months  upon  the 
way.     Their  first  location  was  at  Shasta, 
Butte  City,  as  it  was  then  called,   about 
twenty  miles  from  Mount  Shasta.     After 
remaining    there   for  a  year,    Mr.     Rook 
went  to  Sierra  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged    in   prospecting   and    mining.      In 
connection   with   another  member  of   the 
company  with  whom  he  had  traveled  west- 
ward he  owned  the  Monte  Cristo,  which 
has  proved  to  be  a  ver)^  rich  mine.     After 
a  year  passed  there,  during  which  time  he 
had  succeeded  in  accumulating  three  thou- 
sand dollars,   he  started   from   California 
for  his  old  home  in  Iowa,  making  the  jour- 
ney by  way  of  the  isthmus  and  the  Nica- 
ragua route,  and  on  to  New  York,  whence 
he  continued  across  the  country  to  Salem, 
Iowa.    He  arrived  here  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober,  1853,  and  invested  his  earnings  in 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Jackscwi  township,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  also  owned  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  purchased 


from  James  Richey,  the  first  white  settler 
in  this  locality.  Mr.  Rook's  home  is  lo- 
cated on  section  18,  Jackson  township,  and 
he  has  continuously  given  his  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  his  property  since 
1854.  One  of  the  first  things  he  did  was 
to  dig  a  well  and  immediately  afterward 
he  began  breaking  prairie.  In  1855  he 
built  a  brick  house  of  six  rooms,  into 
which  he  moved.  As  the  years  have  gone 
by  he  has  worked  energetically  and  inde- 
fatigably  and,  moreover,  has  made  judi- 
cious investments  wdiich  have  proven  very 
profitable.  From  time  to  time  he  has 
bought  and  sold  land,  and  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  more  than  a  thousand  acres  of 
fine  blue  grass  land  in  Jackson  and  Salem 
townships.  He  has  produced  some  of  the 
largest  crops  of  corn  ever  raised  in  this 
community  and  stands  as  a  prominent  rep- 
resentative of  agricultural  interests,  so  di- 
recting his  labors  that  the  result  is  entirely 
satisfactory  and  places  him  in  the  front 
rank  among  the  prominent  farmers  of 
Flenry  county.  He  also  owns  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Harri- 
son county,  Missouri,  and  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Decatur  county, 
Iowa,  where  his  son  George  now  resides. 
The  place  u^xju  which  Mr.  Rook  makes  his 
home  is  called  the  Oak  Grove  stock  farm. 
Here  he  raises  Percheron  draff  horses 
and  also  has  full-blooded  registered  stal- 
lions at  the  head  of  his  herd.  He  keeps 
about  forty-five  head  of  horses,  also  has 
ninety-five  head  of  Hereford  cows  and 
raises  a  few  sheep.  His  is  the  finest  blue 
grass  stock  farm  in  this  part  of  the  state, 
and  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  best 
methods  of  raising  stock,  knows  the  char- 
acteristics and  the  value  of  the  different 
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breeds  and  has  made  the  Oak  Grove  stock 
farm  famous  for  the  animals  raised 
theron,  and  his  farm  is  justly  considered 
one  of  the  best  conducted  and  hnely  kept 
in  this  part  of  the  state. 

In  March,  1855,  Mr.  Rook  was  united 
in  marriag-e  to  Maiy  Spurrier,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio  and  was  a  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Amy  (Barrett)  Spurrier.  She 
died  leaving  five  children,  who  were  born 
of  this  union :  Eva,  who  is  living  in  Den- 
ver with  her  sister;  Aldora,  the  widow 
of  Augustus  Boeger  and  a  resident  of 
Denver ;  Lincoln ;  Frank,  a  stock-shipper 
residing  at  Blue  Ridge,  Georgia ;  and 
Jessie,  the  wife  of  Hugh  Evans,  of  Butte, 
Montana.  In  November,  1869,  ^^^'-  Rook 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Barbara  Jimeson,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  have  six  children, 
who  are  living:  George,  who  is  living  in 
Decatur  county,  Iowa ;  Henry,  a  resident 
of  Jackson  township;  Lou,  the  wife  of  M. 
Benizer,  of  Decatur  county ;  and  Charles, 
Walter  and  Cophine,  all  at  home.  Stan- 
ford, the  oldest,  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-four years.  Mr.  Rook  is  independent 
in  his  political  views,  and  yet  is  deeply 
interested  in  questions  of  citizenship  and 
advocates  all  prog"ressive  movements  that 
have  for  their  basis  the  common  good. 
He  is  pre-eminently  a  business  man 
and  one  who  has  wielded  a  wide  influence 
in  agricultural  circles  in  the  county  in 
which  almost  his  entire  life  has  been 
passed.  He  is  intensely  practical  and  his 
life  of  continued  business  activity  has  been 
crowned  with  a  measure  of  prosperity 
that  classes  him  with  the  most  substantial 
and  respected  agriculturists  of  the  com- 
munity. 


WILLIAM  WASHINGTON  TULL. 

The  tide  of  emigration  which  was  stead- 
ily flowing  westward  about  the  middle  of 
of  the  nineiteenth  century  brought  the  Tull 
family  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  since 
1840  representatives  of  the  name  have 
been  active  and  in  fluential  factcjrs  in  agri- 
cultural life  here.  At  .the  time  of  the  ar- 
ri\'al  of  his  parents  William  Washington 
Tull  was  only  about  four  years  old.  He 
was  born  in  New  Haven.  Ohio.  Eebruary 
26,  1836,  a  son  of  James  and  Amelia 
(Tull)  Tull,  who  were  second  cousins 
and  were  nati\es  of  the  state  of  Delaware. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  Wheatley 
Tull  and  the  maternal  grandfather  was 
Jefferson  Tull.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  Delaware  and  removed  from  the 
east  to  Ohio,  where  James  Tull  followed 
the  occupaton  of  farming  until  1840.  He 
then  went  to  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  ac- 
companied by  his  family  and  a  year  later 
removed  to  Henr}-  county,  Iowa,  settling 
in  Baltimore  township,  where  he  pur- 
cliased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  Alud  creek. 
There  he  assiduously  carried  on  farming 
but  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  his 
new  home,  his  death  occurring  in  1843. 
His  wife  lixed  for  many  years  on  the  old 
homestead,  after  wliich  she  remo\-ed  to 
Harrison  county,  Iowa,  where  she  died  in 
1899,  at  the  age  oi  eighty-seven  years. 
In  the  family  were  three  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, but  with  the  e.xception  of  William 
W.  Tull,  who  was  the  third  in  carder  of 
birth,  all  are  now  deceased. 

In  the  district  scIkh^Is  he  acquired  his 
education.  He  was  reared  amid  the  wild 
scenes  and  environments  of  pioneer  life, 
for  Henry  count\'  was  still  a  frontier  set- 
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tlement  when  his  parents  took  up  their 
atode  here.  The  unbroken  prairie  stretched 
for  miles  away  and  along  the  streams  there 
was  a  dense  growth  of  timber.  Few  roads 
had  been  laid  out  and  many  of  the  now 
thriving  towns  and  villages  of  the  county 
had  not  yet  sprung  into  existence.  There 
were  difficulties  to  be  met  and  obstacles 
to  be  overcome  in  founding  a  home  on 
the  frontier  and  because  of  the  fathers 
early  death  Mr.  Tull  soon  became  familiar 
with  the  arduous  task  of  developing  a 
new  farm.  He  remained  with  his  mother 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage  on  the  15th 
of  March,  1857,  on  which  date  he  made 
Miss  Mary  Lucinda  Kirkpatrick  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  July 
15,  1837,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  Kirkpatrick,  natives  of  Illi- 
nois. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tull  were  bora 
four  children :  Ida,  who  became  the  wife 
of  Eh  Kerr  and  died  in  1899;  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Robert  Rank,  of  Lee  county,  Iowa ; 
Charles  G.,  living  in  Gosper  county,  Ne- 
braska; and  Frank  at  home. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Tull  re- 
sided in  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  for  two 
years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period 
he  purchased  ninety  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 20,  Baltimore  township.  This  was 
but  partially  improved.  He  has  rebuilt 
the  house,  has  fenced  the  place  and  built 
a  barn,  thirty-four  by  forty  feet,  which 
gives  ample  shelter  for  his  horses  and  hay. 
He  has  also  set  out  a  small  orchard  of 
apples  and  peachesi  and  has  added  ten 
acres  of  timber  to  the  place.  The  first 
ninety  acres  which  he  bought  is  all  plowed 
land,  lays  along  the  Skunk  river  bottom 
and  is  as  good  soil  as  can  be  found  in  all 
this  county.     He  has  a  windmill  upon  his 


place  and  good  farm  implements  and  he 
successfully  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  until  the  year  1906,  when,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ill  health  he  leased  the  land. 
He  raises  horses,  also  cows  for  daily  pur- 
poses and  Poland  China  hogs.  His  busi- 
ness has  been  carefully  directed  and  his 
valuable  property  represents  a  hfe  of  in- 
dustry and  enterprise. 

In  1902  Mr.  Tull  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  tlie  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on 
the  30th  of  June,  o-f  that  year,  and  was 
laid  to  rest  in  Bethany  cemeteiy.  On  the 
24th  of  October,  1903,  he  wedded  Mrs. 
Rachel  Hall  Porter,  who  was  bora  in  Jen- 
nings county,  Indiana,  February  15,  1843, 
a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Julia  (Under- 
wood) Hall,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  Her  paternal 
grandparents  were  Charles  and  Rachel 
Hall,  natives  of  Ohio,  and  her  maternal 
grandparents  w^ere  Gideon  and  Silena 
(Underwood)  L^nderwood,  the  former 
born  in  Kentucky  and  the  latter  in  Vir- 
ginia. Though  of  the  same  name  they  were 
not  related.  Mrs.  Tull  was  married  in  Jen- 
nings county,  Indiana,  to  Elijah  Grin- 
stead,  the  wedding  day  being  October  4, 
1863.  Their  children  were:  Qiarles  D., 
of  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa;  Gideon,  liv- 
ing in  Henry  county ; J.Edward,  of  Balti- 
more township;  George  W.,  also  of  Des 
Moines  county;  and  J.  William,  who 
makes  his  home  near  Cameron,  Missouri. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  January 
5,  1875,  and  on  the  19th  of  September, 
1879,  Mrs.  Grinstead  became  the  wife  of 
Reuben  Porter,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia. They  were  married  in  Henry  county 
and  had  two  children :  Julia,  the  wife  of 
Ed  Feterman,  of  New  London  township; 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


22: 


and  Amos  V.,  who  is  living-  in  Lee  county, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Porter  died  Januar}^  11,  1899, 
and  in  1903  his  widow  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  Mr.  Tuh. 

For  twelve  years  Mr.  Tull  has  served 
as  a  trustee  of  die  Methodist  Protestant 
church,  of  which  he  has  long  been  a  de- 
voted member.  He  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  democracy,  and  has  acted  as 
road  supeiwisor  and  school  director.  He 
has  intimate  knowledge  of  the  events 
which  have  marked  the  progress  and  de- 
velopment of  the  county,  hayng  for  two- 
thirds  of  a  centuiy  made  his  home  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  ^Matters  which  to  others 
were  kno\Mi  merely  through  histoiy  are  to 
him  matters  of  experience.  He  can  re- 
member when  the  settlements  were  widely 
scattered  and  when  one  could  ride  for  long 
distances  across  the  prairie  without  com- 
ing to  a  fence  or  a  house  to  impede  his 
progress.  Long  since  the  land  has  been 
claimed  and  the  greater  part  of  it  has 
been  converted  into  productive  fields.  Mr. 
Tull  has  home  his  full  share  in  the  work 
of  progress  along  these  lines  and  his  well 
improved  fami  property  indicates  a  life 
of  enterprise  and  diligence. 


THOMAS  NICHOLSON. 

Thomas  Nicholson,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Henry  county,  was  born  April  5,  1820, 
in  Hertford,  North  Carolina,  his  parents 
being  John  and  Sarah  (Lacey)  Nicholson, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  state. 


as  were  the  paternal  grandparents,  Nathan 
and  Penina  (Parker)  Nicholson.  The 
mother  of  Thomas  Nicholson  died  when 
he  was  only  about  four  years  of  age,  leav- 
ing two  sons,  the  brother  being  William 
Nicholson,  who  was  born  January  17, 
1822,  and  lived  in  Mount  Pleasant  until 
1 90 1,  when  he  removed  to  Omaha,  where 
he  now  resides.  The  father  went  with  his 
family  to  Indiana,  settling  thirty  miles 
east  of  Indianapolis  in  1832.  He  was  a 
second  time  married,  and  there  were  seven 
half-brothers  and  sisters,  namely:  Joshua 
Nicholson,  who  was  born  May  11,  1826, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years ;  James 
Nicholson  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fisher, 
twins,  born  October  16,  1830;  Elias,  who 
died  about  1842;  Mrs.  Eliza  Ann  Kerr, 
bom  October  28,  1834;  and  Jonathan 
Nicholson  and  Mrs.  Martha  Young,  also 
twins,  born  February  14,   1838. 

Thomas  Nicholson  was  only  twelve 
years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  fa- 
ther on  the  removal  to  Indiana.  There  he 
resided  until  1843,  '^vhen  he  came  to  Iowa, 
driving  cattle  across  the  state  of  Illinois, 
crossing  the  Mississippi  on  the  ice  at  Bur- 
lington on  the  14th  of  March,  of  that 
vear.  He  then  drove  across  the  country 
to  Salem,  arriving  on  the  i6th  of  March. 
For  two  years  he  engaged  in  lireaking 
prairie  near  Salem.  In  1844  he  went  to 
Mahaska  county  and  broke  the  first  prai- 
rie in  the  county.  On  the  5th  of  October, 
1844,  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Maxwell, 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  ^Margaret  (Heav- 
enridge)  Maxwell,  the  former  a  native  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  latter  of  Mis- 
sissippi. Unto  this  marriage  were  bom 
six  children  :  Margaret  H.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  John  A.,  living  in  Mount  Pleas- 
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ant ;  Nathan,  who  is  represented  elsewhere 
in  this  work ;  Josie,  of  Van  Buren  county, 
Iowa;  \\'i]]iam  H.,  of  Kansas;  and 
Thomas  A.,  of  Stockport,  Iowa. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Thomas 
Nicholson  settled  upon  his  father-in-law's 
fann.  He  cleared  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty acres  of  land,  placing  it  under  cultiva- 
tion. In  1845  '"'is  father-in-law  died  and 
he  inherited  as  his  portion  of  the  estate 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which 
he  had  cleared  and  improved.  Heafterward 
added  to  his  farm  fifty-two  acres  of  land, 
this  heing  the  tract  upon  which  Nathan 
Nicholson  now  resides.  This  was.  re- 
ceived from  his  mother-in-law,  who  was 
an  invalid,  and  was  given  to  him  as  a 
recompense  for  the  care  which  he  had  be- 
stowed upon  her  after  the  death  of  her 
husband.  Throughout  his  entire  life  Mr. 
Nicholson  continued  to  carry  on  farming, 
working  earnestly  and  untiringly  in  the 
development  of  his  land,  which  became 
rich  and  productive.  His  wife  passed 
away  July  10,  1890.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Orthodox  Friends  church  and  has 
lived  an  upright,  honorable  life,  at  peace 
with  all  men  and  respected  by  all  with 
whom  business  or  social  relations  have 
broueht  him  in  contact. 


REV.  SEBASTIAN  GERIG. 

Among  the  residents  of  Henry  county, 
who  have  come  from  other  countries  to 
make  a  home  in  the  land  where  freedom 
is    everv   man's   birthright,    is     Sebastian 


Gerig.  He  resides  upon  a  farm  of  thirty- 
seven  and  one-half  acres  near  Wayland 
and  has  improved  and  cultivated  it  and 
added  many  modern  appliances  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  both  himself 
and  his  family.  Upon  purchasing  this 
property  in  1903,  he  erected  a  handsome 
nine-room  house  and  equipped  it  with 
closets,  halls,  a  large  cellar,  a  furnace  and 
many  modern  conveniences. 

Sebastian  Gerig  and  his  wife  are  both 
of  French  extraction.  Mr.  Gerig  was 
born  in  Alsace,  France,  on  the  27th  of 
May,  1838.  being  one  of  a  family  of  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
His  father  'was  Jacob  Gerig  and  his 
mother,  Elizabeth  Zimmerman.  At  the 
age  of  eight  years  he  was  left  an  orphan 
and  being  the  second  in  age  in  the  family 
went  to  live  with  his  older  brother.  ^Vhen 
he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  left 
his  brother's  care  and  secured  employ- 
ment for  one  year,  then,  ha\'ing  decided  to 
try  his  fortunes  in  America,  he  came  to 
this  country  and  eventually  found  his  way 
to  Alount  Pleasant,  arriving  there  in  June, 
1856.  Soon  he  went  to  Davis  county, 
Iowa,  and  for  four  years  set  himself  to 
the  task  of  breaking  the  prairie  and  work- 
ing the  land  with  a  team  of  oxen.  At  the 
end  of  six  years  he  went  to  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  pur- 
suits, then  to  Henry  county,  still  following 
the  life  of  a  farmer. 

On  September  11,  1864,  ^^  wedded 
Miss  Magdalena  Goldsmith,  who  was  born 
in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  on  January  22, 
1847.  Her  father.  Joseph  Goldsmith,  like 
Mr.  Gerig,  was  also  a  native  of  Alsace, 
France,  having  been  born  there  June  18, 
1796.       Her    mother.     Elizabeth    Miller, 
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was  of  German  birth,  the  place  of  her  na- 
tivity being  Hesse  Darmstadt.  She  was 
born  Febrnaiy  17,  1807.  Mr.  Goldsmith 
came  to  this  country  \\hen  but  eighteen 
years  of  age  and  Mrs.  Goldsmith  emi- 
grated with  her  parents  when  twelve  years 
old.  They  were  married  in  Canada  and 
Mr.  Goldsmith  later  became  the  organizer 
of  the  Mennonite  church  in  the  Canadian 
\'illage  where  he  lived  for  the  following 
seven  years.  They  then  moved  to  Butler 
county,  Ohio,  and  carried  on  farming  un- 
til 1846,  wdien  they  again  changed  their 
home,  this  time  going  to  Lee  county,  Iowa, 
where  Air.  Goldsmith  purchased  a  farm 
and  continued  to  live  upon  it  for  nine 
years.  While  living  in  Lee  county  he  de- 
voted himself  assiduously  to  the  cause  of 
religion  and  founded  Mennonite  churches 
in  Lee,  Henry,  and  Johnson  counties.  Alf- 
ter  selling  his  farm  in  Lee  county  in  1855, 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Trenton  township,  Henry  county,  kept 
this  farm  until  1870,  when  he  retired  from 
acti\'e  life  and  he  and  his  wife  went  to 
live  with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Gerig.  Air. 
Goldsmith  died  in  April,  1878,  and  Mrs. 
Goldsmith  on  August  18,  1900. 

For  five  years  succeeding  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Gerig  and  his  wife  lived  in  Trenton 
township  with  Mrs.  Gerig's  parents.  Mr. 
Gerig  then  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  Jefferson  township.  Here  they 
resided  for  two  years,  then  purchased  an- 
other farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
two  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Way- 
land,  living  upon  it  until  1898,  when  they 
again  moved,  this  time  to  a  little  tract  of 
seven  acres.  In  1903  Mr.  Gerig  sold  his 
land  and  purchased  the  farm  where  he  now 
resides. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerig  have  a  family  of  ten 
living  children  :  Joseph,  of  Johnson  county. 
Arkansas ;  Jacob,  of  Washington  county, 
Iowa;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Roth,  of 
Henry  county;  Lydia,  Mrs.  Jacob  Eigsti, 
of  Morton,  Illinois;  Annie,  Airs.  W^illiam 
Wyse,"  of  Jefferson  township;  Mollie,  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Orendorff,  of  Wayne  township ; 
Levina,  Mrs.  Amos  Wyse,  of  Jefferson 
to\Anship ;  Eva,  Mrs.  Daniel  Leichty,  of 
Washington  county,  Iowa ;  Emma  and 
A'linnie,  at  home.  Two  children  died  in 
childhood;  Samuel,  born  November  7, 
1876,  died  March  30,  1878;  and  Helena, 
born  February  5,  1875,  and  died  January 
19,  1880. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Gerig  is  an 
Amish  Mennonite,  having  been  ordained 
as  a  minister  in  1870.  Mr.  Gerig  is  a 
close  follower  of  the  doctrines  of  his 
church,  which  have  changed  very  little 
since  its  inception,  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. The  theology  is  ascetic  rather  than 
dogmatic,  and  the  doctrine  of  non-resist- 
ance, baptism  by  sprinkling,  and  the  cele- 
l:)ration  of  the  Lord's  supper,  are  adhered 
to.  Marriages  with  non-believers  are  for- 
l^idden  and  obedience  to  the  law  in  all 
things,  except  those  contrary  to  God's 
laws,  such  as  taking  of  oaths,  taking-  up 
arms  in  time  of  war.  and  capital  inmish- 
ment  is  strictly  enforced.  The  custom  of 
washing  of  the  feet  of  the  saints  is  still 
practiced  by  the  Mermonites.  .\  church 
was  organized  in  Henry  county,  in  1850, 
by  Mr.  Goldsmith,  father-in-law  of  our 
subject.  Since  Mr.  Gerig's  ordination  he 
has  taken  into  the  church  over  two  hun- 
dred nieml)ers.  In  the  summer  of  1905, 
alone,  twcntx-fne  members  were  added  to 
the  fold. 


230 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


Sebastian  Gerig-  is  a  self-educated  man, 
a  man  who  has  made  much  of  his  life, 
who  has  devoted  his  talents  and  energies 
to  the  duties  before  him.  He  has  been 
successful  as  a  farmer  and  man  of  busi- 
ness and  has  conrtibuted  his  efforts  to  the 
cause  of  religion,  striving  always  to  aid 
and  benefit  his  fellow  men  and  to  bring 
them  to  see  the  lig'ht  as  he  sees  it.  He 
has  been  influential  in  bringing  many 
whom  he  has  met  into  the  right  path, 
while  his  own  life  has  been  one  worthy  of 
a  true  and  upright  man. 


\MLLIAM  C.  ORNDORFF. 

A\'illiam  C.  Orndorff,  proprietor  of  the 
New  London  Stock  Farm  in  Baltimore 
township,  is  an  enterprising  business  man, 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  work  to 
which  he  gives  his  attention.  He  is  now 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  breeding  and 
raising  Hereford  cattle,  Shropshire  sheep, 
Duroc  Jersey  hogs  and  good  horses,  and 
his  business  has  reached  extensive  and 
profitable  proportions. 

A  son  of  Franklin  and  Frances  (Mc- 
Elhinney)  Orndorff,  he  was  born  in  Den- 
mark. Lee  county,  Iowa,  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1863,  and  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  various  schools.  He  was  reared 
to  the  occupation  of  farming,  which  he 
has  always  followed,  with  the  exception 
of  about  three  and  a  half  years  spent  in 
the  livery  business  in  Mediapolis  with  the 
firm  of  Hukill  &  Johnson.  He  sold  his 
interest  to  a  Mr.  Walker  and  then  came 


to  Henry  county,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
from  the  Alallam  estate.  For  seven  years 
he  lived  upon  that  property,  and  then  in 
1900  bought  of  Mr.  Kennedy  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  acres  of  land,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  is  situated 
on  section  2  and  the  remainder  on  section 
3,  Baltimore  township.  This  is  one  of 
the  best  stock  farms  of  the  county,  and 
Mr.  Orndorff  has  gained  more  than  local 
reputation  as  a  breeder  and  raiser  of 
fine  stock.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
breeding  of  Hereford  cattle,  having  twen- 
ty-five head  upon  his  place,  and  he  has 
made  various  displays  of  his  stock  at 
county  and  state  fairs,  receiving  a  num- 
ber of  first  premiums.  He  is  also  breed- 
ing fine  Shropshire  sheep,  having  at  the 
present  time  from  ninety  to  one  hundred 
head,  including  some  of  the  finest  ani- 
mals to  be  found  in  Iowa,  and  on  his 
sheep  he  has  also  won  various  first  pre- 
miums at  different  stock  shows.  His 
hogs  are  of  the  Duroc  Jersey  breed,  and 
he  has  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  head 
of  as  fine  animals  as  can  be  found  in 
Henry  county.  He  likewise  handles  a 
great  many  horses  each  year  and  the 
New  London  Stock  Farm  has  became 
well  known  because  of  the  fine  grade  of 
cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  hogs  there  bred 
and  raised.  Mr.  Orndorff's  business 
methods  also  commend  him  to  the  con- 
fidence and  trust  of  those  with  whom  he 
has  dealings,  for  he  is  found  at  all  times 
reliable,  never  misrepresenting  his  stock. 
In  fact,  he  has  no  need  to  do  this,  for 
he  handles  only  high  grade  animals,  and 
is  therefore  able  to  command  high  market 
prices.      He  is  a   member  of  the  Duroc 
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National  Association,  of  the  Shropshire 
Association  and  is  a  stockholder  and  di- 
rector in  the  Henry  County  Fair  Asso- 
ciation. 

On  the  27th  of  February.  1889,  oc- 
curred the  marriage  of  Mr.  Orndorff 
and  Miss  Emma  N.  Collar,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Milton)  Collar.  Five 
children  have  been  born  unto  them :  By- 
rel,  Cora,  Rex,  Mark  and  Franklin  C, 
all  of  whom,  except  the  last,  are  students 
in  the  public  schools.  Mr.  Orndorff  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and 
his  fraternal  relations  connect  him  with 
Xew  London  Lodge,  Lidependent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  which  he  joined  at  Medi- 
apolis.  He  has  also  passed  all  of  the 
chairs  of  the  Encampment  and  is  a  wor- 
thy representative  of  this  organization. 
His  business  career  has  been  character- 
ized by  steady  and  continuous  advance- 
ment along  lines  which  neither  seek  nor 
require  disguise. 


HORATIO  W.  VAX  DYKE. 

Horatio  A\\  Van  Dyke,  one  of  the  en- 
terprising merchants  of  Wlnfield,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  dealing  in  grain,  tile 
and  feed,  is  a  native  son  of  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  born  January  14,  1855. 
His  father,  Benjamin  Van  Dyke,  was  a 
native  of  Delaware  and  was  a  son  of  W'il- 
liam  and  Frances  (Cartwright)  Van 
Dyke.  In  the  state  of  Ohio  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Frances  A\'alker,  who  was 
born   in   Muskingum   county,   Ohio,   and 


was  a  daughter  of  Horatio  and  Susan 
(Sadler)  Walker,  who  were  also  natives 
of  that  state.  Following  their  marriage 
they  made  their  journey  westward  by 
wagon  from  Ohio  to  Indiana,  where  they 
spent  one  season  and  then  came  on  to 
Iowa,  settling  upon  a  farm  in  L'nion 
township,  Des  Moines  county,  in  the  fall 
of  1839,  when  this  state  was  still  under 
territorial  rule  and  when  the  work  of 
improvement  and  progress  seemed  scarce- 
ly begun  in  the  locality  in  which  they 
took  up  their  abode.  They  were  worthy 
pioneer  people,  who  aided  in  the  work  of 
reclamation,  performing  the  arduous 
service  incident  to  the  development  of  a 
new  farm  in  a  frontier  district  of  the  then 
far  west. 

Horatio  W.  Van  Dyke  was  reared  un- 
der the  parental  roof,  living  with  his  par- 
ents upon  the  home  farm  in  Union  town- 
ship up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  He 
acquired  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  Denmark  Academy,  in  Lee 
county,  and  early  became  familiar  with 
the  work  of  the  field  and  meadow.  On  the 
loth  of  March,  1881.  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Etta  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Den- 
mark, Lee  county,  and  also  acquired  her 
education  in  the  academy  there.  Her  par- 
ents were  Thomas  and  Mary  (Brown) 
Taylor,  the  former  a  native  of  Xew 
Hampshire  and  the  latter  of  Massachu- 
setts. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Dyke  has 
been  born  one  son.  Eugene  Taylor  Van 
Dyke,  who  is  now  associated  with  his  fa- 
ther in  business  and  in  which  he  will  ap- 
parently make  a  success. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Van  Dyke 
began  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
Des  Moines  countA-.   where  he  remained 


232 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


until  the  spring  of  1892.  He  placed  his 
land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
added  modern  improvements  and  devel- 
oped an  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  two  acres.  In  the  year  mentioned. 
liowe\-er.  he  sold  his  property  there  and 
removed  to  Jefferson  county,  where  he 
l)OUght  two  hundrecl  andtwent}'-five  acres 
of  land,  making  his  home  thereon  until 
1S96.  when  he  retired  from  active  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits  and  on 
the  20th  of  July,  of  that  year,  removed 
to  ^^"infield.  becoming  a  factor  in  mer- 
cantile life  in  that  village.  He  purchased 
the  business  of  Young  &  Lamme.  dealers 
in  grain,  tile  and  feed,  which  is  the  only 
business  of  the  kind  in  the  tr)wn.  He 
admitted  his  nephew.  B.  F.  Van  Dyke,  to 
a  partnership  and  the  relation  between 
them  was  maintained  until  January  i. 
1905.  when  Mr.  Van  Dyke  purchased  his 
nephew's  interest  and  took  his  son  into 
the  store  as  a  partner.  He  handles  well 
and  sewer  tile,  baled  hay.  straw,  feed  and 
all  kinds  of  grain  and  has  an  elevator 
with  a  capacity  of  twenty-five  thousand 
bushels.  The  business  has  constantly  in- 
creased since  he  assumed  charge  about 
ten  years  ago  and  he  now  has  a  liberal 
patronage,  which  is  bringing  him  a  good 
financial  return  annually. 

In  his  religious  faith  Mr.  Van  Dyke 
is  a  Methodist,  while  his  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  Republican  party.  He 
served  as  township  clerk,  while  residing 
in  Union  township.  Des  Moines  county, 
filling  the  office  for  three  terms  but  other- 
wise has  sought  no  political  perferment. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  Aid 
of  Lawrence.  Kansas,  an  insurance  or- 
ganization.    Having  spent  his  entire  life 


in  this  section  of  Iowa  Mr.  Van  Dyke 
is  well  known  in  his  native  county  and 
also  in  Henry  county  and  is  justly  ac- 
counted one  of  the  enterprising  business 
men.  possessing  the  spirit  of  progress  and 
perseverance  which  have  dominated  this 
part  of  the  state  since  the  early  pioneers 
reclaimed  the  district  for  the  uses  of  civ- 
ilization. He  has  made  a  creditable  busi- 
ness record  and  is  meeting  with  richly 
merited  success. 


WILLIAM  MATTHEW  HUTTOX. 

^\''illiam  Matthew  Hutton  has  resided 
perhaps  in  Plenry  county  longer  than  any 
other  resident  here,  having  for  seventy 
years  made  his  home  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  has  now  retired  from  active 
business  life,  making  his  home  in  Mount 
Pleasant.  He  was  named  for  his  two 
uncles,  William  and  Matthew  Hutton  and 
was  born  in  Sangamon  county.  Illinois, 
near  Auburn  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Springfield  on  the  4th  of  July.  1832,  his 
parents  being  Samuel  and  Maiw  (Levi) 
Hutton.  The  father  was  probably  a  native 
of  North  Carolina  and  from  that  state 
removed  to  Tennessee,  making  his  home 
for  some  years  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Nashville.  Throughout  his  entire  life  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  It 
was  in  1820  that  he  became  a  resident  of 
of  Illinois,  where  he  lived  for  fourteen 
years.  There  he  entered  land  from  the 
government,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer 
residents  of   Sangamon  county  and   ^^■ith 
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the  work  of  culti\'ation,  development  and 
improvement  he  was  closely  associated  in 
in  the  early  days.  In  his  family  were  six 
sons  and  three  daughters,  but  only  two 
are  now  living,  the  daughter  being  Mrs. 
Mary  Cole,  who  has  lost  her  husband  and 
made  her  home  witli  her  children  until  she 
died,  in  December,  1905.  It  was  in  the 
spring  of  1835  that  Samuel  Hutton  came 
to  loAA'a,  locating  about  a  mile  from  the 
public  square  of  Mount  Pleasant.  After 
planting  crops  he  returned  to  Illinois  and 
then  brought  his  family  to  Iowa. 

Among  the  children  was  William  Mat- 
thew Hutton,  who  at  that  time  was  but 
three  years  old  and  he  has  now  for  se\-- 
enty  years  been  a  resident  of  Henry 
county,  being  without  doubt  the  oldest 
li\dng  settler  here.  There  were  but  few 
cabins  when  he  arrived,  the  county  seat 
being  a  little  collection  of  clapboard  cabins 
and  shanties.  The  public  square  was  a 
sheep  pasture  and  at  long  distances 
throughout  the  county  might  be  found  pio- 
neer homes,  but  the  work  of  improvement 
and  cultivation  had  been  scarcely  begun. 
Mr.  Hutton  lived  in  true  pioneer  style, 
sharing  in  the  hardships  and  privations  in- 
cident to  the  settlement  of  a  frontier.  He 
attended  a  subscription  school  in  Mount 
Pleasant  until  the  public  schools  were  es- 
tablish.ed  in  the  rural  districts.  His  first 
teacher  was  Moffett  Snyder,  who  ga\T  in- 
struction in  reading,  writing  and  arithme- 
tic, and  a  few  other  preliminary  Ijranches. 
The  last  school  which  Mr.  Hutton  at- 
tended was  taught  by  Professor  Howe, 
who  at  the  time  he  established  his  school 
was  living  atout  five  miles  in  the  country 
and  went  each  morning  to  the  city  to 
teach.     Mr.  Hutton  was  under  his  instruc- 


tion when  about  twenty-five  years  of  age 
but  altogether  his  educational  privileges 
were  meager,  for  he  could  attend  scIkooI 
only  at  intervals,  the  remainder  of  his 
time  being  given  to  fann  labor.  Through- 
(,uit  his  active  business  career  he  has  car- 
ried on  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
it  is  only  recently  that  he  has  put  aside  the 
duties  of  the  farm  in  order  to  live  retired. 
He  has  made  his  home  in  the  count}'  since 
1835  and  from  his  father  he  inJierited  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  or 
more.  The  father  died  September  12, 
1857,  "^vhen  about  seventy  years  of  age, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  Jefferson 
township,  where  one  of  his  daughters  is 
also  buried.  The  mother,  however,  was 
buried  in  Forest  Home  cemetery,  passing 
'awayr,at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  She  had 
almost"  no  sickness,  her  death  occurring 
•simply  from  old  age.  As  stated,  Mr.  Hut- 
|:on  inherited  the  old  homestead  and  con- 
tinued the  work  of  improvement  and  cul- 
tiA-ation  there.  For  many  years  he  carried 
on  the  lators  of  the  field  and  also  engagetl 
in  the  raising  of  stock.  He  was  quite  suc- 
cessful and  at  the  time  his  health  failed 
he  was  capably  managing  his  business  in- 
terests, so  tjiat  he  realized  a  net  profit  of 
about  one  thousand  dollars  each  year  from 
his  farm.  He  owned,  until  recently,  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  valuable  land 
which  he  rented  to  his  son-in-law.  It  is 
one  of  the  best  farms  of  its  size  in  the 
county,  the  soil  being  rich  and  product- 
ive, and  in  addition  to  the  tilling  of  the 
fields  there  are  good  i)asture  lands,  which 
are  well  watered  with  unfailing  si)rings. 
Mr.  Hutton  improved  the  place  with  good 
buildings,  including  a  two-story  residence, 
large  and  substantial  l)arns,  granaries  and 
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sheds.  In  fact,  all  of  the  improvements 
upon  the  property  ha\-e  been  placed  there 
by  Mr.  Hutton  and  the  farm  is  pleasantly 
and  conveniently  located  about  one  mile 
from  the  public  square  of  Mount  Pleasant. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  Mr.  Hutton  was 
united  in  marriag-e  to  Miss  Mary  Watson, 
a  daughter  of  James  Watson,  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  Iowa,  who  on  coming  from 
Illinois  to  this  state  first  located  in  Van 
Buren  county.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hut- 
ton have  been  born  nine  children,  of  whom 
four  sons  and  four  daughters  reached 
years  of  maturity,  while  one  died  in  in- 
fancy. Charles,  a  farmer  about  two  miles 
from  Glasgow,  Jefferson  county,  Iowa, 
married  Belle  Smith  and  has  a  son,  Wal- 
ter. James,  who  follows  farming  in  De- 
Kalk  county,  Missouri,  wedded  Minnie 
Pennington  and  has  t^^'o  sons,  Ralph  and 
Ross,  twins.  Alvin  died  when  about  six- 
teen years  of  age.  Benton  met  \\\t\\  an 
accident  when  about  ten  years  of  age  that 
has  blighted  his  life.  Etta  is  the  wife  of 
John  Beck  who  has  operated  her  father's 
farm  and  they  have  three  children,  Velma, 
Marguerite  and  Mildred.  Emma  is  liv- 
ing at  home  with  her  father.  Lily,  A\'ho 
had  a  college  education,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Berg,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
furnace  and  plumbing  business  at  Way- 
land,  Io\\'a,  and  by  whom  she  has  one  child, 
Doris.  Alice,  who  also  completed  a  col- 
lege course,  is  the  wife  of  Guy  Johnson,  of 
Chicago,  and  has  two  children,  G^^'ethalyn 
and  Ralph.  Her  husband  occupies  a  good 
position  with  a  large  firm  in  Chicago  and 
also  owns  land  in  Canada. 

On  June  30,  1894,  Mr.  Hutton  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
whose  remains  \\-ere  interred  in  the  Eorest 


Home  cemetery.  Upon  the  old  homestead 
farm  where  he  had  so  long  resided  and 
where  he  had  carefully  conducted  busi- 
ness affairs  Mr.  Hutton  continued  to  live 
until  1 90 1,  when  he  purchased  a  good 
residence  at  No.  507  South  White  street, 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  democratic  party  but  at  the  time  of 
the  Civil  war  became  an  advocate  of  re- 
publican principles  and  has  since  supported 
the  party,  frequently  attending  its  county 
conventions  as  a  delegate.  He  has  held 
some  school  offices  but  has  never  sought 
political  preferment.  Great  changes 
have  occurred  during  his  connection  with 
lienry  county,  few  men  ha\'ing  so  long 
witnessed  its  developement  and  progress. 
The  history  of  the  pioneer  settlement  of 
this  part  of  the  state  would  be  incomplete 
without  the  record  of  Air.  Hutton,  who, 
from  the  earliest  de\'elopment  of  the 
count3^  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  its 
substantial  growth  and  impro\'ement.  The 
davs  of  chivalry  and  knighthood  in  Europe 
camiot  furnish  more  interesting  or  ro- 
mantic tales  than  our  own  western  history. 
The  red  men  still  visited  the  neighborhood 
A\hen  he  took  up  his  abode  here  and  the 
native  timber  was  uncut,  while  the  prai- 
ries were  still  covered  with  wild  grasses. 
Today  this  section  of  the  countr}'  is  one 
of  the  most  attractive  in  Iowa  and  the 
result  is  due  to  such  men  as  Mr.  Hutton, 
whose  name  is  inseparably  interw^oven  with 
the  annals  of  this  region. 

As  Mr.  Hutton  is  one  of  the  longest 
residents  of  Henry  county,  having  lived 
near  Mount  Pleasant  for  seventy-one 
years,  we  take  pleasiu^e  in  i)resenting  his 
portrait  from  a  recent  photograph. 
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DR.  MARY  CONNER  KEITH. 

Dr.  Mary  Conner  Keith,  an  osteopathic 
physician  of  Mount  Pleasant,  to  whom 
has  come  well  merited  success,  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  Asbury  and  Martha  Jane 
(Gray)  Conner.  The  father  was  born  in 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  in  1835,  and  his 
parents  were  also  American  born.  His 
father,  John  Connor,  is  living  in  Cort- 
land, Nebraska,  at  the  very  advanced  age 
of  ninety-one  years.  He  enl'isted  during 
the  Civil  war,  and  ser\'ed  throughout  that 
long  strife  with  the  "Greybeards,"  and 
is  now  the  only  Greybeard  living.  Two 
of  his  sons  were  in  the  war,  being  with 
the  Fourth  Iowa  CaA'alry.  He  had  five 
sons,  two  of  whom  are  living  in  Iowa  and 
two  in  the  west,  while  Francis  A.  Conner 
is  deceased.  A  cousin,  J.  P.  Conner,  is  a 
member  of  congress  from  the  tenth  dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  and  lives  in  Denison,  this 
state.  \\'hen  a  young  man,  Francis  A. 
Conner  came  to  Henry  county,  locating 
in  Mount  Pleasant  in  1866.  His  early 
life  Avas  devoted  to  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. He  held  many  offices  in  Henry 
county,  and  long  continued  in  the  public 
service,  and  over  the  record  of  his  official 
career,  as  well  as  his  private  life,  there 
fell  no  shadow  of  wrong  nor  suspicion 
of  evil.  He  was  much  interested  in  poli- 
tics, giving  stalwart  support  to  the  repub- 
lican party,  and  in  its  councils  his  opin- 
ions bore  weight  and  influence.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  church,  and 
earnestly  desired  the  moral  development 
of  the  community.  His  death  occurred 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  September  22,  1901. 
and  came  as  a  personal  loss  to  many  who 
knew  him  and  had  eiven  him  their  warm 


friendship  and  regard.  His  wife  was  born 
in  Barnesville,  Ohio,  in  1835,  and  with 
her  parents  went  to  Salem,  Iowa,  where 
in  December,  1856,  she  gave  her  hand  in 
marriag-e  to  Mr.  Conner.  She  was  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  or 
Quakers,  liut  is  now  a  Methodist  in  re- 
ligious belief.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  five  children,  of  whom 
four  are  living.  Lydia  B.  is  the  wife  of 
W.  H.  Upton,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  in  Marion  township,  about  four 
miles  north  of  Mount  Pleasant.  They 
have  four  children  :  Marion,  born  in  Oc- 
tober. 1894;  \Y.  Harold,  in  November, 
1896:  Donald  C,  in  January,  1898,  and 
Francis,  in  April,  1901.  Mantie  is  the 
wife  of  Edwin  I.  Thompson,  a  traveling 
man  residing  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Ruth  C, 
born  September  19,  1888;  Mary  L., 
March  i,  1890;  and  E.  Warren,  born 
August  14,  1899.  R.  Gertrude  is  the 
wife  of  R.  \\\  Pitman,  manager  of  the 
Western  Newspaper  Emion  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  and  has  three  children :  Helen 
May,  born  March  15,  1897;  Martha  A., 
September  8,  1899;  and  jNIalcolm  G.,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1902.  Sherman  Conner,  the 
only  son  of  the  family,  died  when  two 
years  of  age. 

Dr.  Keith,  the  eldest  daughter  in  the 
Conner  family,  first  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Pleasant  and  afterward 
Howe's  Academy,  and  later  she  became  a 
court  reporter  and  also  taught  stenog- 
raphy in  a  college  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
for  three  years.  On  the  26th  of  October, 
1887,  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
James  Aylmer  Keith,  who  was  born  in 
Chicago,  and  is  a  son   of  A.   L.   Keith. 
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The  Keiths  are  of  Scotch  hneage,  and  can 
trace  their  ancestry  l^ack  to  the  thirteentli 
centm-y.  George  Keith,  who  was  an  earl, 
escorted  Napoleon  to  his  place  of  exile  at 
Helena.  A.  L.  Keith  was  for  some  years 
engaged  in  the  clothing  business  in  Chi- 
cago, and  afterward  removed  to  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  where  he  carried  on  the  stock 
business.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now 
living  in  Chicag'o,  howexer.  the  former 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  and  the 
latter  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  They 
had  two  children,  of  whom  Charles  A. 
Keith  is  now  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  in  Chicago.  James  Aylmer 
Keith  was  educated  in  the  Chicago 
schools,  and  after  completing  a  high 
school  course  by  graduation,  continued 
his  studies  in  the  State  University  at  Lin- 
coln, Nebraska.  He  was  for  some  time 
a  general  agent  in  the  insurance  business 
in  the  northwest,  but  now,  on  account  of 
ill-health,  he  is  obliged  to  reside  in  the 
west  and  on  the  western  coast.  Li  his 
political  views  he  is  a  rejjublican,  and  fra- 
ternally is  connected  with  the  Alasons  and 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  1901  Dr.  Mary  C.  Keith,  of  this  re- 
view, entered  the  Osteopathic  College  ai 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  from  which  she  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1903.  She  has 
also  taken  post-graduate  work  along  the 
same  line,  and  has  studied  under  Dr. 
Charles  H.  Hoffman,  bacteriologist  at 
Des  Moines,  who  is  a  celebrated  scientist, 
now  located  in  Kirksville.  Following  her 
graduation,  she  likewise  did  special  work 
in  gynecology,  orificial  surgery  and  dis- 
eases of  women  under  Dr.  Byron  Robin- 
son, of  Chicago,  who  has  an  international 
reputation,  and  she  practiced  for  a  year 


in  Des  Moines  while  pursuing  her  post- 
graduate work  there.  She  also  conducted 
clinics  during  that  period,  and  in  August, 
1903,  she  came  to  Mount  Pleasant,  and  is 
now  located  at  No.  209  North  Main 
street.  She  has  met  with  phenomenal 
success  during  her  residence  here,  having 
a  very  large  and  profitable  practice,  and 
is  the  only  lady  physician  in  the  county. 
She  came  to  this  city  in  order  to  live  with 
her  widowed  mother,  after  the  death  of 
her  father. 

Dr.  Keith  has  membership  relations 
with  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, and  also  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  to  the  Epworth 
League.  She  takes  great  interest  in  her 
work,  and  has  become  a  most  able  expo- 
nent of  osteopathy,  being  a  constant  stu- 
dent, and  thus  continually  enlarging  her 
field  of  usefulness. 


ALCETUS  D.  LATTA. 

Alcetus  D.  Latta,  who  since  1865  has 
been  a  resident  of  Iowa  and  is  now  carry- 
ing on  general  farming  and  stock-raising 
in  Scott  township,  was  born  in  Ross  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  October  3,  1844.  His  father, 
Moses  Latta,  was  likewise  a  native  of  that 
county  and  there  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Nichols,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Ellen  Nichols,  who  were  natives  of 
Ohio.  In  the  paternal  line,  however, 
Mr.  Latta  comes  of  Irish  lineage,  his  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  James  Latta,  having 
been  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle. 
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Alcetns  D.  Latta  was  reared  in  Ohio 
and  is  indebted  to  the  public  school  sys- 
tem of  that  state  for  the  educational 
privileges  he  enjoyed.  When  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority  he  sought  a  home  in 
the  west  for  he  believed  that  he  might 
have  better  business  opportunities  in  a 
district  where  competition  was  not  so 
great.  Accordingly  he  made  his  way  by 
steamer  from  his  native  state  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  and  thence  by  rail  to  Louisa 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  arrived  in  the  fall 
of  1865.  The  following  spring  his  parents 
also  came  and  the  father  purchased  a 
farm  near  Grand  View  in  Louisa  county 
and  Mr.  Latta  of  this  sketch  assisted  in 
the  development  and  improvement  of  that 
place  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage.  On 
the  27th  of  February,  1867,  he  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Louisa 
county,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Jane  ( Shellabarger )  Thompson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
and  the  latter  of  Xenia,  Greene  county, 
Ohio. 

Following  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Latta 
lived  upon  his  father-in-law's  farm  near 
Grand  View  for  twelve  years  and  in 
1880  he  came  to  Scott  township,  Henry 
county,  where  he  purchased  sixty  acres 
of  land  lying  on  sections  3  and  10.  He 
has  made  all  of  the  improvements  on  this 
place,  including  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing, sixteen  by  twenty-four  feet,  and  a 
story  and  a  half  in  height,  to  which  he 
has  since  built  an  addition  one  story  in 
height  and  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet.  He 
devotes  his  time  and  energies  to  the  till- 
ing of  the  soil  and  to  stock-raising.  He 
has  resided  continuously  upon  his  pres- 


ent farm  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and 
its  splendidly  improved  condition  is  the 
result  of  his  care  and  labor. 

Unto  Mr.  and  jVIrs.  Latta  were  born 
eight  children :  May,  now  the  wife  of 
Edward  McMath,  a  farmer  residing  in 
Davis  county,  Iowa ;  Alpha,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  se^'en  years ;  Edith,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years:  Harlin,  whose 
death  occurred  when  two  years  old ;  Wil- 
liam, who  died  when  seventeen  years  of 
age ;  Scott,  who  is  living  at  home ;  Jen- 
nie, who  died,  the  wife  of  William  Boz- 
man,  a  farmer  living  in  Wapello  county, 
Iowa ;  and  Addie,  the  wife  of  Ralph  Pat- 
ton.  The  wife  and  mother  died  of  pneu- 
monia February  18,  1886. 

Mr.  Latta  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  He  has 
been  elected  supervisor  a  number  of 
times.  He  belongs  to  the  ^Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  his  life  has  been 
guided  in  harmony  with  its  principles 
and  teachings.  As  the  years  have  gone 
bv  he  has  worJ^ed  persistently  and  earn- 
estlv  as  a  farmer  to  clear  and  improve 
the  property  which  he  now  owns  and  he 
is  today  in  possession  of  a  good  farm  in 
Scott  township. 


CHARLES  HOBBIE. 

Charles  Hobbie  is  the  owner  of  a  valu- 
able farm  of  two  hundred  acres  on  sec- 
tion 26,  Canaan  township,  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  agriculturists 


240 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


of  his  community,  a  position  to  which  he 
has  attained  through  his  own  well  di- 
rected efforts.  He  has  placed  his  depend- 
ence upon  no  outside  aid  or  influence,  but 
has  relied  upon  the  substantial  qualities 
of  earnest  and  indefatigable  effort  to  win 
him  success  in  life.  A  native  of  Germany, 
his  birth  occurred  near  Oldenburg,  on  the 
25th  of  April,  i860,  his  parents  being 
Eilert  and  Lena  (Mahlmann)  Hobbie.  In 
the  year  1870  Eilert  Hobbie  came  with 
his  family  to  America  and  made 
his  way  to  Danville,  Des  Moines  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  where  he  rented  a  house.  For 
a  year  he  was  employed  in  the  lumber 
yard  in  that  city  and  then  finding  an  ad- 
vantageous opportunity  to  purchase  a 
farm,  he  invested  in  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  27,  Canaan  township,  Henry 
county.  Upon  this  place  was  a  small 
house  of  two  rooms  and  the  farm  was 
fenced.  He  afterward  built  a  more  com- 
modious and  substantial  residence,  and  as 
the  years  went  by  he  carried  on  the  work 
of  the  farm  in  capable  and  energetic  man- 
ner, resulting  in  the  acquirement  of  a  com- 
fortable competence.  He  has  added 
eighty  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  and 
now  has  an  excellent  property,  comprising 
a  cjuarter  section  of  land.  He  and  his 
wife  still  live  upon  the  old  homestead 
farm  there,  and  are  respected  and  worthy 
residents  of  their  neighborhood. 

Charles  Hobbie  spent  the  first  twenty- 
two  years  of  his  life  under  the  parental 
roof.  He  attended  school  in  Germany 
prior  to  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
the  United  States,  which  event  occurred 
when  he  was  about  ten  years  of  age.  He 
then  continued  his  studies  in  the  schools 
of  Iowa,  and  through  the  periods  of  va- 


cation he  assisted  in  the  farm  labor,  early 
becoming  familiar  with  the  arduous  task 
of  developing  fields  and  improving  the 
property.  After  attaining  his  majority 
he  joined  his  brother  Richard  and  Mr. 
Haverdego  in  establishing  a  tile  factory 
in  Des  Moines  county.  They  equipped 
their  plant,  and  for  five  years  engaged  in 
its  operation,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
Charles  Hobbie  sold  his  interest  and  went 
to  southwestern  Nebraska,  homesteading 
a  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Frontier  county.  He  there  lived  for 
about  five  years,  during  which  time  he 
made  the  initial  improvements  upon  the 
farm.  Later  he  returned  to  Henry  coun- 
ty, where  he  rented  land  for  two  years, 
and  then  invested  his  earnings  in  forty 
acres  on  section  22,  Canaan  township, 
making  it  his  place  of  abode  for  two  years. 
On  selling  that  property,  he  bought  eighty 
acres  on  section  25  of  the  same  township, 
and  made  his  home  thereon  for  six  years. 
W^hen  he  disposed  of  that  property,  he 
became  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  on 
section  26,  Canaan  township,  where  he 
now  lives.  This  had  already  been  culti- 
vated to  some  extent,  and  he  has  since 
carried  on  the  further  work  of  develop- 
ment and  improvement,  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  to  the 
raising  of  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs. 
Both  branches  of  his  business  are  proving 
profitable,  and  the  neat  and  thrift)?-  ap- 
pearance of  his  place  indicates  his  careful 
supervision  and  practical  methods.  When 
he  first  purchased  property  here  he  paid 
fifty-five  dollars  per  acre  for  his  forty-acre 
tract,  which  after  two  years  he  sold  for 
seventy-one  dollars  per  acre.  In  1896  he 
bought  eighty  acres  at  sixty  dollars,  which 
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he  sold  six  years  later  for  seventy  dollars, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1901  he  paid  seventy- 
five  dollars  for  his  present  place,  which  is 
today  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty  dol- 
lars per  acre.  This  is  due  to  the  excellent 
improvements  he  has  made  upon  his  farm 
and  the  high  state  of  cultivation  to  which 
he  has  brought  his  fields,  and  it  indicates  a 
life  of  untiring  and  well  directed  thrift  to 
produce  such  splendid  results. 

On   the   2d   of   November,    1882,   Mr. 
Hobbie  was  united  in  marriage  to    ■Miss 
Annie  jMeyer.  who  was  bom  near  Olden- 
burg, Germany,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Fred 
and  Mary    (Meinaenken)    Meyer.      This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children : 
August,  born  August  23,  1883,  and  Ida 
M.,  bom  on  the  4th  of  October,    1885. 
Both  are  still  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
the  members  of  the  family  are  esteemed 
in  the  social  circles  in  which  they  move. 
Mr.    Hobbie  and   his   family   attend  the 
Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  holds  mem- 
bership, and  he  votes  with  the  democracy. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  local  lead- 
ers of  the  party,  and  since  1899  has  served 
as  township  trustee.     Matters  of  public 
progress  are  of  interest  to  him,  and  his 
efforts  in  behalf  of  the  general  welfare 
have  been  of  a  practical   and   beneficial 
nature.   He  certainly  deserves  much  credit 
for  what  he  has  accomplished  in  the  busi- 
ness  world,    for   he   started   out   empty- 
handed  and  without  the  aid  of  wealth  or 
influential    friends.      He   has    acquainted 
himself  with  business  conditions,  and  has 
so  directed  his  efforts  that  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  and  possessor  of  a 
good  competence,  and  has  that  which  is  of 
more   importance,   the  respect  and   good 
will  of  his  fellow  men. 


SAMUEL  GREEX. 

Samuel  Green  has  for  sixty-two  years 
resided   in   Henry  county,   being  one  of 
its  native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Trenton  township,  October  12,   1843, 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.      His 
father,  James  C.  Green,  was  a  native  of 
Bristol  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  son 
of    Robert    Morris    and    Annie    (Page) 
Green,    who   were  natives   of   Maryland. 
Having    arrived    at    years    of    maturity, 
James  C.  Green  wedded  Jane  Morrison, 
also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state  and 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah    (Ted- 
row)  Morrison,  likewise  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania.    In  the  fall  of  1836,  James  C. 
Green  came  to  Iowa,  crossing  the  coun- 
try  from   Pennsylvania  by  wagon.     He 
journeyed  from  Illinois  with  a  ]\Ir.  Up- 
degraff  and  took  up  his  abode  at  Trenton. 
His  .brother,  Joseph,  arrived  in  the  county 
the  following  spring  and  lived  here  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1892,  when 
he  was  eighty-five  years  of  age.     James 
Green  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when   he   arrived   in   Henry   county,    his 
birth  having  occurred  in  January,   181 5. 
Few  white  men  had  penetrated  into  the 
forests  or  crossed  the  prairies  of  this  part 
of  the  state  at  that  time  and  all  was  wild 
and    unimproved.     Mr.    Green    took    up 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
on  section  10,  just  west  of  Trenton,  and 
in  fact  four  of  the  town  lots  of  Trenton 
were  at  one  time  a  part  of  his  farm.     He 
at   once  began   the   difficult   task   of   re- 
claiming the  land  for  the  uses  of  civiliza- 
tion.    He  built  a  log  cabin  and  cleared 
away  the  timber,  for  much  of  the  farm 
was  covered  with  the  native  growth  of 
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forest  trees,  although  it  bordered  on  the 
prairie.  This  work  was  followed  by  the 
plowing"  and  planting,  and  in  due  course 
of  time  good  harvests  were  garnered. 
There  were  nine  children  in  the  family, 
five  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom 
four  sons  and  one  daughter  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely :  Mrs.  Annie  Turney,  of 
Saunders  county,  Nebraska ;  Joseph  and 
Charles,  who  are  residing  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant;  James  C,  of  Winfield,  Iowa,  and 
Samuel,  of  this  review.  The  father  de- 
parted this  life  June  6,  1888,  and  the 
mother's  death  occurred  on  the  19th  of 
November,   1895. 

Samuel  Green  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  after  acquiring  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  common  schools 
continued  his  studies  in  Howe's  Academy 
at  Mount  Pleasant.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage he  took  up  his  abode  upon  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in- Jef- 
ferson township,  which  he  had  purchased, 
and  there  he  resided  until  1901,  when  he 
removed  to  the  old  home  place  at  Trenton. 
He  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  and  thus  became  owner  of  a  valu- 
able property  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  1903.  His  son,  Maurice, 
resides  upon  the  old  homestead  property 
in  Jefferson  township.  Mr.  Green  car- 
ries on  general  farming  and  also  raises 
y\berdeen  Angus  cattle,  having  from 
twenty  to  thirty  head  upon  his  farm  each 
year.  In  connection  with  his  son  he  also 
raises  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  head 
annually.  His  entire  life  has  been  de- 
voted to  farming  and  stock-raising  anrl 
his  thorough  understanding  of  the  busi- 
ness has  made  him  one  of  its  prosperous 
and  prominent  representatives  in  this  part 


of  the  county.  He  accomplishes  what  he 
undertakes  by  reason  of  gtalwart  purpose 
and  indefatigable  energy  and  he  is  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, his  landed  interests  being  very 
valuable. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1873.  Mr. 
Green  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Jael  Everts,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
township,  Henry  county,  October  11, 
1850,  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were 
Aranthus  and  Margaret  (Mathews) 
Everts,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
New  York.  Lawrence  Everts,  father  of 
Mrs.  Green,  was  born  in  Schuyler  county, 
New  York,  and  wedded  Margaret  Wig- 
gins, also  a  native  of  that  place  and  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Smith) 
Wiggins,  born  in  the  Empire  state.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  have  been  born  four 
children:  John  E.,  who  was  born  on  the 
home  place,  October  19,  1875;  Maurice, 
who  is  living  in  Jefferson  township ;  Jo, 
a  daughter,  born  September  3,  1889,  and 
Ruth,  born  December  25,  1893.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Green  is  a  democrat 
and  always  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  party,  but  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired office,  preferring  to  give  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  his  business  affairs. 
Few  men  have  longer  resided  in  the 
county  or  are  more  familiar  with  the  his- 
tory of  its  development  and  progress. 
He  has  watched  the  many  changes  as  the 
county  has  become  thickly  settled  and  its 
broad  prairies  have  been  divided  into 
farms,  which  are  now  highly  cultivated 
and  improved.  Many  of  the  present 
thriving    towns    and    villages    have    also 
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sprung  up  within  his  memory,  and  as  the 
era  of  invention  has  wrought  marked 
changes  in  the  methods  of  Hfe  and  busi- 
ness activity,  he  has  kept  abreast  with 
the  universal  progress  and  is  today  a  lead- 
ing representative  of  agricultural  in- 
terests. 


JAMES  S.  CAMPBELL. 

James  S.  Campbell  well  deserves  men- 
tion among  the  representative  citizens  of 
Henry  county  because  of  an  active  busi- 
ness life,  untiring  devotion  to  the  general 
good  and  also  by  reason  of  the  possession 
of  those  sterling  traits  of  character  which 
in  every  land  and  clime  command  respect 
and  confidence.  He  chose  as  a  life  work 
the  occupation  of  farming,  following  it 
successfully  for  a  long  period  and  is  now 
living  retired  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well 
earned  ease. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  born  in  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  June  4,  1828,  a  son  of  Rob- 
ert and  Margaret  (Archibald)  Campbell. 
The  father  was  born  January  26,  1800,  in 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  mother's  birth  occurred  in  the  same 
county  on  the  i6th  of  June,  1806.  Follow- 
ing the  occupation  of  farming  as  a  life 
work  Robert  Campbell  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  that  pursuit  first  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  afterward  in  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  subsequently  in  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  becoming  a  resident  here  on  the 
15th  of  May,  1865.  He  purchased  a  farm 
and  his  attention  was  devoted  to  its  fur- 
ther development  and  cultivation  up  to 


the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred 
June  17,  1877.  He  had  for  about  five 
years  survived  his  wife,  who  di^d  No- 
vember 30,  1872,  their  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery.  Both 
were  devoted  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  and  Mr.  Campbell  gave  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  democracy.  He 
held  several  township  offices  but  his  en- 
ergies were  more  largely  concentrated 
upon  his  business  affairs  although  in  no 
duty  of  citizenship  was  he  ever  remiss.  He 
was  watchful  of  opportunities  for  his 
business  advancement  and  for  the  general 
progress  as  well,  and  his  devotion  to  his 
community  made  hint  a  representative 
resident  of  this  part  of  Iowa.  L^nto  Mr. 
and  j\Irs.  Campbell  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  yet  living:  Sarah 
Jane,  living  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  is 
the  widow  of  Thompson  Chambers,  who 
died  three  years  ago ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
James  Patton,  a  resident  of  Heniy  county, 
Iowa;  William  resides  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant; Milton  N.  is  living  in  Denver,  Colo- 
rado; Daniel  resides  in  New  London, 
Iowa. 

The  second  member  of  the  family  is  J. 
S.  Campbell,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review.  In  the  country  schools  of  his  na- 
tive state  he  received  his  education.  His 
privileges  in  that  direction,  however,  were 
very  limited  but  by  experience,  reading 
and  observation  he  has  greatly  broadened 
his  knowledge  and  has  learned  many  valu- 
able lessons  that  have  been  of  practical 
use  to  him  in  his  later  business  life.  After 
putting  aside  his  text-books  he  remained 
with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm  not 
only  until  he  had  attained  his  majority  but 
for  some  fifteen  years  after  his  marriage 
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and  practically  had  the  management  of  his 
home  place.  He  was  married  on  the  27th 
of  December.  1849,  in  Polk.  Ashland 
county,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Ruth  Cole,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Etheliah  (Cole)  Cole, 
and  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  born 
August  21,  1 83 1.  Her  father  was  born 
in  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, followed  the  occupation  of  farming 
and  was  also  a  local  minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist church  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  died  during  the 
early  part  of  the  '70s.  and  were  buried  in 
Ashland  county.  In  their  family  were 
ten  children  but  only  two  are  living :  Eliz- 
abeth, now  the  widow  of  Chester  Mat- 
thews, and  a  resident  of  Ohio  ;  and  Rachel 
who  is  the  widow  of  Isaac  Gordon  and 
also  lives  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Cole  was  a  republican  in  his  political 
views. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  began  their  do- 
mestic life  in  the  Buckeye  state  and  re- 
mained residents  of  Ashland  county  until 
1865.  Several  years  before  he  had  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Ohio  which  he  cultivated 
and  improved  until  his  removal  to  Iowa 
and  here  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  five  acres  om  improved  land  in 
Henry  county.  He  began  farm  work  and 
continued  to  cultivate  that  place  until 
1880,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  near  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. He  was  a  general  agriculturist  and 
stock-raiser,  continuing  in  the  business 
until  1896,  when  he  retired  and  purchased 
his  beautiful  hcjme  at  No.  501  South  Wal- 
nut street. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  were  born 
ten  children :  W.  E.,  born  in  Ohio,  No- 
vember   24.     1850.  resides    in    Woodson 


county,  Kansas.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Chandler  who  has  had  six  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living:  Clark,  Herman, 
Ethel,  Ruth  and  Lee.  Irene,  the  second 
member  of  the  father's  family,  was  born 
in  Ohio  November  7,  1852,  and  is  the 
wife  of  E.  McPeek,  of  Burlington,  by 
whom  she  has  three  children,  Mamie,  Roy 
and  Dallas.  Of  this  family  Mamie  is 
the  wife  of  Robert  Willis,  who  is  a  con- 
ductor on  the  railroad  and  resides  in  Bur- 
lington, and  they  have  one  child.  Wanda. 
Roy  McPeek  married  Miss  Ida  Feasman 
and  is  living  in  Arizona.  Dallas  is  in  the 
depot  at  Burlington.  Margaret  J.  Camp- 
l)ell.  the  third  member  of  the  family,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  August  24,  1855,  and  died 
when  eight  years  of  age.  Anna  D.,  born 
in  Ohio,  February  25,  1857,  died  in  early 
girlhood.  Mary  L.,  born  in  Ohio  May  i, 
at  home.  Milton  E.,  born  in  Ohio  June 
30,  1862,  married  Miss  Jessie  Courtney, 
by  whom  he  has  three  daughters,  Marie, 
Clela  May  and  Roma.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing as  sheriff  of  Henry  county.  Lydia, 
l^orn  June  2y,  1863,  died  in  childhood. 
Lillian  A.,  born  in  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
November  15,  1867.  is  the  wife  of  John 
Deal,  residing  in  St.  Francis.  Kansas, 
and  they  have  six  children,  Blanche,  Earl, 
Marie  (deceased).  Floyd.  Mina.  Pearl 
and  Merle.  Thomas  C.  born  in  Henry 
county,  February  8,  1871,  is  deceased. 
Robert  Clyde,  born  in  this  county  Sep- 
tember 6,  1873,  is  now  deputy  sheriff 
under  his  brother.  He  was  only  six  weeks 
old  at  the  time  of  his  mother's  death, 
for  she  passed  a.way  on  the  27th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1873,  her  remains  being  interred 
in  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery.  She  was  a 
devoted  and  lo\-ino-  wife  and  mother  and 
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an  earnest  Christian  woman,  and  her 
many  excellent  traits  of  character  en- 
deared her  to  those  \\\t\\  whom  she  was 
associated.  She  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  church,  of  which  Mr.  Camp- 
bell is  also  a  member  and  in  the  work  of 
the  church  he  has  taken  a  very  active  and 
helpful  part,  serving  as  steward,  class 
leader  and  also  as  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Campbell 
is  a  stalwart  democrat  who  has  served 
as  supervisor  and  school  director  and  he 
was  also  constable  of  Hei\ry  county  in 
1876.  He  became  agent  of  the  Campbell 
cheese,  manufactured  by  his  brothers, 
and  for  twenty-eight  years  sold  that  prod- 
uct in  eastern  and  northwestern  Iowa, 
conducting  the  business  in  connection 
with  his  farming  interests  but  now  he  has 
put  aside  business  cares  to  spend  his  re- 
maining days  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well 
earned  rest  and  is  now  in  the  seventy- 
eighth  year  of  his  age.  His  has  been  a 
useful,  active  and  honorable  life  and  he 
can  look  back  over  the  past  without 
regret. 


JOHN  HAYWOOD  RANDOLPH. 

John  Haywood  Randolph,  whose  life 
exemplified  all  the  traits  of  the  good  and 
therefore  truly  great  citizen  and  whose 
activity  in  business  and  public  affairs  made 
him  one  of  the  representative  and  honorefl 
men  of  his  day  in  Mount  Pleasant,  was  a 
native  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  dis- 


tinguished families  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
being  a  descendant  of  Peyton  Randolph. 
His  natal  day  was  November  13.  1804. 
His  parents  were  also  natives  of  Rich- 
mond. Virginia,  but  in  boyhood  he  was  left 
an  orphan.  He  attended  school  to  some 
extent  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and  after- 
ward greatly  broadened  his  knowledge 
through  travel  and  experience  in  business 
life.  The  opportunities  and  possibilities 
of  the  great  and  growing  west  seemed  to 
invite  him  and  in  1836  he  became  one  of. 
the  firm  of  Chase  Kimball  &  Company, 
which  continued  in  the  dry  goods  trade  in 
Burlington  for  a  number  of  years.  Later 
Mr.  Randolph  came  to  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  and  established  the  second  store  in 
Henry  county,  his  predecessor  in  the  field 
of  commercial  pursuits  here  being  a  Mr. 
Presley  Saunders.  For  some  time  Mr, 
Randolph  carried  on  his  store,  meeting 
\^•ith  merited  success  in  his  undertaking's 
and  after  disposing  of  his  mercantile  en- 
terprise he  turned  his  face  toward  the  set- 
ting sun.  At  the  time  of  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  California  he  was  attracted  to  the 
west  by  the  hope  of  rapidly  realizing  a 
fortune  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  in  1849 
made  his  way  to  the  golden  state,  where 
he  remained  for  a  year,  interested  in  min- 
ing. He  took  with  him  seven  men,  pay- 
ing their  transportation,  that  he  might 
have  the  benefit  of  their  assistance,  and 
while  in  the  mines  he  was  in  charge  of 
twenty  men. 

Following  his  return  from  California. 
Mr.  Randolph  became  an  active  factor  in 
the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Henry  county.  He  hauled 
the  lumber  from  Burlington  with  which 
to  build  his  residence  on  East  Washing- 
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ton  street.  It  required  almost  a  year  to 
complete  his  home,  for  he  gave  to  it  his 
personal  supervision  in  his  leisure  hours. 
\Mien  the  task  was  accomplished  he  em- 
barked in  the  hardware  business,  which 
he  conducted  successfully  for  a  number  of 
years,  or  until  selling  out  to  Mr.  Hawley. 
He  then  retired  permanently  from  business 
life,  thus  crowning  years  of  intense  and 
well  directed  activity  by  a  period  of  ease. 
He  was  known  everywhere  as  the  soul  of 
honor  whether  in  business  relations,  in 
in  public  life  or  in  social  girles.  He 
was  called  by  the  complimentary  title  of 
Colonel  Randolph  and  he  enjoyed  to 
the  full  extent  the  good  will  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  was  as- 
sociated, while  those  who  came  within  the 
closer  circle  of  his  friends  entertained  for 
him  a  deep  affection.  In  the  midst  of  an 
active  business  career  he  found  hunting  a 
great  source  of  pleasure  and  recreation,  be- 
ing a  lover  of  the  chase  from  his  boyhood 
days  and  always  keeping  a  pack  of  hunt- 
ing, and  bird  dogs. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1837,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  John  He}^vood 
Randolph  and  Miss  Lucinda  Caulk,  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  (Hemphill) 
Caulk  and  a  native  of  Guilford  county, 
Xorth  Carolina,  born  on  the  loth  of  May, 
18 18.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
of  Scotch-Irish  lineage.  In  1833  her  fa- 
ther, who  was  a  farmer  of  North  Carolina, 
removed  westward  to  Georgetown,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  remained  two  and  one-half 
years,  when  in  1836  he  came  to  Henry 
county,  Iowa.  He  bought  a  large  tract  of 
land  adjoining  Mount  Pleasant,  which  he 
improved  by  both  bringing  the  land  under 
cultivation,  and  with  a  good  residence  and 


other  farm  buildings.  This  place  also  had 
one  of  the  best  springs  hereabouts,  and  on 
account  of  the  alunidant  supply  of  fine 
water  one  or  two  troops  of  cavalry  were  en- 
camped there  during  organization  prepara- 
tory to  going  to  the  front  during  the  Civil 
war.  The  farm  is  now  owned  in  part  by 
G.  B.  Seeley  and  he  uses  it  for  fine  stock. 
He  remained  one  of  the  worthy  and  re- 
spected residents  of  this  part  of  the  state 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
1855.  His  wife  also  passed  away  in 
Henry  county.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  but  onlytwoare  now  living, 
the  sister  of  Mrs.  Randolph  being  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Allen,  the  widow  of  Reuben  Allen, 
who  died  recently  in  Des  ^loines,  where 
^Irs.  Allen  still  makes  her  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Randolph  became  the  parents  of 
five  children :  Amanda  Melvina  and  Wil- 
liam Henry, l)oth  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
Emily;  John  jMilton;  and  Charles,  who 
died  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Emily  Randolph,  born  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant, 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  in  1844,  is  the  wife 
of  Joshua  W.  Satterthwait,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Mira,  born  Januaiy  21, 
1865,  "^^'ho  married  William  Benedict,  of 
Pasadena,  California,  and  died  in  1890; 
Lulu,  born  April  23,  1867,  the  wife  of 
Hiram  Sherman  Nettleton,  of  Seattle, 
\\^ashington,  who  is  engaged  in  the  furni- 
ture business  and  by  whom  she  has  two 
children,  Emily  and  Alice;  Stella,  born 
October  10,  1869,  was  educated  in  the  high 
school  and  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Colum- 
bia School  of  Oratory,  of  Chicago,  and 
was  a  teacher  of  the  State  Normal  School 
nearly  six  years,  is  the  wife  of  Harry 
Smith,  of  Chicago ;  and  Gladys,  born  July 
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lo,  1885,  a  graduate  of  the  Mount  Pleas- 
ant high  school  and  also  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Nonnal  School,  of  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa.  ]\[rs.  Satterthwait  is  a  very  intelli- 
gent lady  of  natural  culture  and  refine- 
ment and  is  a  devoted  memher  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  She  is  now  living  in 
Mount  Pleasant  in  order  to  care  for  her 
widowed  mother,  Mr.  Randolph  having 
died  June  11,  1873.  They  still  live  on 
the  old  homestead  on  East  Washington 
street.  John  ^lilton  Randolph,  the  only 
son,  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  in  1845, 
and  has  always  been  emplo.yed  as  a  lum- 
ber salesman.  He  passed  his  boyhood 
vouth  and  early  manhood  until  twenty- 
five  vears  of  age  in  Mount  Pleasant  and 
he  has  lived  at  different  times  in  Nebraska, 
Texas,  and  Dakota,  where  he  has  been 
nected  with  the  lumber  trade  and  at  the 
present  writing  he  is  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines.  He  married  Miss  Emma  Cady, 
of  Dakota,  and  they  have  three  sons  and 
one  daughter :  Paul,  Charles.  Peyton  and 
Ruth. 

At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  John  ]\I. 
Randolph  served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union 
army  for  three  months. 

J\lrs.  Randolph's  people  have  long  been 
connected  with  the  Episcopalian  church 
and  jNIr.  Randolph's  preference  was  for 
that  denomination.  He  gave  the  lot  upon 
which  the  Episcopal  church  is  built  in 
Mount  Pleasant  and  he  was  a  generous 
contributor  to  church  and  charitable  enter- 
prises and  to  movements  for  the  public 
good.  He  was  a  most  honorable  and  up- 
right man,  and  his  word  was  as  good  as 
any  bond  ever  solemnized  by  signature  or 
seal.  For  five  or  six  years  prior  to  his  de- 
mise he  was  in  poor  health  but  he  main- 


tained his  interest  in  public  affairs  to  the 
last.  He  had  prospered  in  his  former 
years  of  activity  and  had  learned  that  suc- 
cess is  ambition's  answ^er.  He  was  thus 
enabled  to  leave  his  family  in  comfort- 
able financial  circumstances  but  more  than 
that  he  was  able  to  leave  to  them  an  untar- 
nished name.  He  is  now  numbered  among 
the  honored  dead  of  Henry  county ;  but 
he  left  behind  a  memory  which  will  be 
cherished  as  long  as  any  who  knew  him 
are  still  upon  this  earth,  for  he  endeared 
himself  closely  to  those  with  whom  he  was 
associated  and  won  their  warmest  regard 
and  friendship  by  reason  of  a  kindly  spirit, 
genial  disposition,  unfailing  courtesy  and 
deference  for  the  opinions  of  others. 


OTIS  SHERMAN  OSGOOD. 

Otis  Sherman  Osgood,  now  deceased, 
was  widely  and  fa\-orably  known  in  Henry 
county,  so  that  his  life  record  cannot  fail 
to  proA-e  of  interest  to  many  who  were  his 
friends  during  the  years  of  his  active  con- 
nection with  this  part  of  the  state.  He 
was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1837,  a  son  of  Orin  and  Sarah 
(Flint)  Osgood.  The  father  was  a  mer- 
chant and  died  when  a  comparatively 
voung  man,  Init  the  mother  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, Imt  only  two  are  now  living :  Charles, 
a  resident  of  Bethel,  Vermont;  and  Jean- 
nette,  who  is  the  widow  of  George  Poor 
and  resides   in   Haverhill,   Massachusetts. 
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The  parents  were  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  and  were  people  of  genuine 
personal  worth. 

Otis  Sherman  Osgood  pursued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Royalton,  Vermont, 
and  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  an 
engineer  in  a  factory  in  Clinton,  Massa- 
chusetts. After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted  in  May,  186 1,  in  the  Fif- 
teenth Massachusetts  Infantry.  He  had 
noted  the  progress  of  events  in  the  south, 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  there  and 
their  threatening  attitude  toward  the  Un- 
ion and  resolved  that  if  a  blow  was  struck 
he  would  stand  in  defense  of  the  Federal 
government.  Therefore  during  the  earliest 
days  of  the  strife  between  the  two  sections 
of  the  country  he  joined  the  army.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Antietam  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1862,  and  was  in  the 
hospital  in  Maryland  until  January,  1863, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  and  a 
comrade  was  sent  home  with  him  to  South 
Royalton,  Vermont,  \\nien  he  had  suffi- 
ciently recovered  his  health  to  resume  busi- 
ness he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
hoop  skirts,  in  which  he  continued  for 
many  years.  In  1867  ^""^  removed  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  where  he  conducted  a  simi- 
lar business  until  hoop  skirts  went  out  of 
style  and  there  was  no  longer  a  market  for 
the  article.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  life  insurance  business,  so 
continuing  until  his  life's  labors  were 
ended  in  death. 

On  the  nth  of  June,  1867,  Mr.  Os- 
good was  united  in  marriage  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  to  Miss  Seraphine  Hastings, 
who  was  born  in  Bath,  New  Hampshire, 
May  30,  1842,  a  daughter  of  Larkin  and 


Hulda  (Moulton)  Hastings.  Her  great- 
grandfather on  the  paternal  side  w-as  killed 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  her 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  that  struggle, 
as  was  her  maternal  grandfather,  who  like- 
wise served  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  the 
maternal  line  she  traces  her  ancestry  back 
to  one  of  the  passengers  w^ho  came  to  the 
new  world  on  the  Mayflower.  Her  par- 
ents remained  residents  of  New  Hamp- 
shire throughout  their  entire  lives.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Hardwick,  Vermont, 
and  her  mother's  birth  occurred  in  Lyman, 
New  Hampshire.  ]\Ir.  Hastings  was  su- 
perintendent of  schools  in  his  early  man- 
hood, afterward  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming  and  later  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing. A  short  time  prior  to  the  Civil  war 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  sen- 
ate of  New  Hampshire  and  served  for  sev- 
eral terms,  being  a  leading  member  of  the 
upper  house.  He  voted  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  being  the  only  one  of  his  fam- 
ily to  espouse  this  cause.  He  was  a  man 
of  strong  personality  and  individuality, 
who  kept  thoroughly  informed  concern- 
ing all  the  important  questions  and  issues 
of  the  day  and  he  left  his  impress  for  good 
upon  the  public  life  of  his  state.  He  died 
in  April,  1900,  in  his  ninetieth  year,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  in  July,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
four  daughters  are  yet  living,  the  youngest 
being  Mrs.  Osgood.  The  others  are  as 
follows :  Jeannette  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Frazier,  a  resident  of  Reno,  Nebraska ; 
Luella  is  the  wife  of  Lorain  Turner  liv- 
ing in  Lisbon,  New^  Hampshire ;  Lurance 
E.  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Thompson, 
who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war  and  later 
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she  married  a  ]\Ir.  Rice,  but  is  again  a 
widow  and  now  resides  at  the  old  home  of 
her  father  in  Monroe.  New  Hampshire, 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Osgood  were  bora 
two  children  :  Bert  Larkin.  the  elder,  Ijorn 
in  Burlington,  Iowa,  on  Christmas  day,  of 
1869,  ^s  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  resides 
in  Alvin,  Texas.  He  was  nominated  for 
congress  as  representative  from  the  ninth 
district  of  Texas  in  1904.  He  is  engaged 
in  the  oil  and  lumber  business  and  at  one 
time  was  postmaster  at  Alvin.  At  length 
he  resigned  that  position  and  recommended 
his  deputy  as  his  successor,  so  they  ex- 
changed places,  and  Mr.  Osgood  is  now 
serving  as  deputy  postmaster  there.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  O.  Abraham,  of  Em- 
poria, Kansas,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren :  Helen  May,  Otis  Ernest  and  Irene 
Ramona,  aged,  respectively,  eleven,  eight 
and  fi\'e  years.  Irene  Ramona,  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Osgood,  was  educated  in  the  Wes- 
leyan University,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
in  the  Conservatory  of  Music  of  this  city, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Blod- 
gett,  of  Harrison  county,  Iowa,  who  is 
superintendent  of  schools  in  the  city  of 
Logan.  They  have  one  child,  Charles  Os- 
good Blodgett. 

Mr.  Osgood,  the  husband  and  father, 
died  March  6,  1890,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  Forest  Home  cemetery.  He 
was  a  stanch  republican  in  politics  and 
for  many  years  served  as  assessor  in 
Mount  Pleasant.  His  fraternal  affiliation 
was  with  the  Masons  and  he  attained  the 
Knights  Templar  degree.  The  family 
home  was  on  Webster  street.  Mr.  Os- 
good was  ill  for  some  time  prior  to  his 
death  and  as  the  expenses  were  necessarily 


great,  he  left  his  family  with  little  means. 
The  care  of  the  children  devolved  upon 
Mrs.  Osgood,  who  has  done  a  mother's 
full  part  by  her  son  and  daughter,  giving 
them  excellent  educational  privileges,  thus 
well  equipping  them  for  life's  practical  and 
responsible  duties.  Through  her  careful 
management,  good  judgment,  economical 
spirit  and  great  industr}'  she  was  enabled 
to  pay  off  all  the  indebtedness  left  by  her 
husband  and  is  now  in  possession  of  a 
comfortable  competence.  She  possesses 
rare  business  qualifications  and  has  dis- 
played a  most  commendable  spirit  in  car- 
ing for  her  children  and  in  managing  her 
property  interests.  She  is  a  lady  of  nat- 
urally strong  intellectual  force,  acquired 
a  good  education  in  the  schools  of  New 
Hampshire  and  is  possessed  of  a  most  re- 
tenti\-e  memory.  She  belongs  to  the  Chris- 
tian Science  church,  was  one  of  its  first 
readers,  was  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  and  one  of  the  first  trustees  of 
the  church.  After  the  organization  of  the 
society  Mrs.  Northrup  acted  as  its  first 
reader  and  Mrs.  Smith  as  its  second 
reader.  The  church  was  organized  in 
1898  and  Iniilt  a  little  chapel  on  North 
Jefferson  street,  having  about  twenty-two 
members.  Mrs.  Osgood  no\v  resides  at 
the  corner  of  East  Washington  and  Adams 
streets,  and  she  has  many  warm  friends  in 
the  community.  In  June.  1890.  she  was 
elected  department  i)resident  of  the  Wcnn- 
en's  Relief  Corps  in  Des  Moines  for  a  year 
and  in  the  fall  of  1900  she  was  chosen 
county  recorder  of  Henry  count)-,  which 
position  she  filled  for  two  terms,  after 
which  she  was  strongly  urged  to  run  upon 
an  independent  ticket  but  declined  to  do 
so.     She  was,  however,  at  once  appointed 
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deputy  in  the  office  by  her  successor.  She 
has  also  conducted  a  real-estate  and  insur- 
ance business  and  has  been  quite  success- 
ful. She  certainly  deserves  great  credit 
for  what  she  has  accomplished,  displaying 
the  strong  business  qualities  usually  at- 
tributed only  to  the  other  sex  and  at  the 
same  time  manifesting  those  commend- 
able v/omanly  traits  which  ever  awaken 
regard  and  respect. 


CYRUS   HARLAX, 


Cyrus  Harlan,  deceased,  was  a  man 
whom  to  know  was  to  respect  and  honor 
and  his  life  history  should  find  a  place 
upon  the  pages  of  the  county's  annals.  He 
was  born  in  Indiana  in  1833  and  died 
February  3,  1899,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years.  His  parents  were  Valentine  and 
Elizabeth  (Pauley)  Harlan.  The  father 
died  many  years  ago  in  Indiana,  where 
he  had  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry  of  the  Christian 
church.  His  widow  afterward  came  to 
Iowa  and  lived  with  her  son  Cyrus,  her 
death  occurring  in  Hillsboro,  while  her 
remains  were  interred  in  Bayles  ceme- 
tery. \^alentine  Harlan  was  married 
three  times  and  had  fifteen  or  sixteen 
children,  but  only  two  are  now  living, 
Alexander  and  Nathan,  both  of  whom  are 
residents  of  Nebraska. 

Cyrus  Harlan  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Indiana  and  came 
to  Iowa  in  1853,  when  a  young  man  of 
twenty  years,  settling  on  a  farm  which 


was  situated  partly  in  Van  Buren  and 
partly  in  Lee  county.  There  he  resided 
continuously  until  his  death  and  his  time 
and  energies  were  devoted  to  the  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  of  his  place.  He 
built  a  nice  home,  a  good  barn  and  other 
outbuildings  necessary  for  the  shelter  of 
grain  and  stock. 

In  1852  j\Ir.  Harlan  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Anderson,  the 
wedding  being  celebrated  in  Indiana. 
Unto  them  were  born  four  children,  but 
all  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception 
of  Mathew  Harlan,  who  is  living  in  Hills- 
boro. On  the  7th  of  February,  1882,  Mr. 
Harlan  was  again  married,  his  second  un- 
ion being  with  j\Irs.  Mary  E.  Hastings, 
who  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1 84 1,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Valentine  C.  and  Mary  E.  (Walton) 
Purdom,  the  former  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky and  the  latter  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri. The  name  of  Purdom  has  been 
long  associated  with  material,  intellectual 
and  moral  progress  in  Iowa.  Elijah 
Purdom,  widely  known  as  Uncle  Elijah, 
was  a  ver}^  prominent  and  zealous  Metho- 
dist. He  was  among  the  first  to  cross 
the  river  at  Keosauqua,  and  was  the  first 
white  man  to  own  the  large  tract  of  land 
at  that  place,  part  of  which  is  now  used 
and  known  as  the  Purdom  cemetery.  His 
life  was  the  exemplification  of  goodness 
and  manly  virtues.  Valentine  C.  Pur- 
dom, father  of  Mrs.  Harlan,  came  to 
Iowa  when  his  daughter  was  only  four 
years  of  age,  settling  at  Keosauqua.  He 
was  a  Methodist  minister  who  rode  the 
circuit,  doing  much  good  for  his  fellow 
men  and  leading  many  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  truth  as  taught  in  the  gospel.     He 
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served  his  country  as  captain  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  was  a  prominent  Mason,  at- 
taining the  highest  degrees  conferred  in 
Iowa.  He  joined  the  fraternity  in  early 
Hfe  in  Kentucky  and  was  ever  loyal  to 
its  teachings  and  purposes.  His  political 
allegiance  was  given  to  the  Democracy. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six 
children,  but  with  the  exception  of  Airs. 
Harlan  all  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  Pur- 
dom  died  in  California  in  1854,  having 
gone  there  on  a  trip  and  his  widow  passed 
away  the  following  year  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  The  members  of  their  house- 
hold were  as  follows:  A\^illiam  Purdom. 
the  eldest  of  the  family,  was  drowned  in 
the  Mississippi  river  between  Keokuk  and 
St.  Louis  while  on  his  way  home  from 
California.  He  was  looking  over  the 
boat  rail  and  the  gold  which  he  had 
around  him  in  a  belt  caused  him  to  lose 
his  balance  and  his  life  was  thus  termi- 
nated. Alary  E.,  now  Airs.  Harlan,  is 
the  next  of  the  family.  Lucinda  married 
Edward  Day,  and  both  are  deceased. 
Amelia  married  Lewis  Bowers  and  both 
ha\'e  passed  away,  leaving  a  son.  John 
W.  Bowers,  who  is  now  living  in  Seattle, 
Washington.  James  enlisted  in  an  Illi- 
nois regiment  in  the  early  part  of  the 
Civil  war  and  was  killed  in  battle.  One 
child  died  at  birth. 

Airs.  Harlan  spent  her  girlhood  days 
in  her  parents'  home,  being  reared  and 
educated  in  Keosauqua,  Iowa,  and  on  the 
9th  of  January,  1853,  she  gave  her  hand 
in  marriage  to  John  C.  Hastings,  who 
was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
181 2.  His  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth 
Hastings,  were  natives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle  and  on  coming  to  America   settled 


in  Ohio,  where  their  remaining  days  were 
passed.  In  their  family  were  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  John 
C.  Hastings  was  first  married  in  1842  to 
Jane  Plew  and  they  had  one  child,  Wil- 
liam, who  was  born  in  1844  and  married 
Adeline  Kerr.  After  losing  his  first  wife 
William  Hastings  wedded  Cora  Dunson 
and  they  had  a  little  girl,  Gladys  B.  They 
resided  on  the  old  Hastings  farm  in  V^an- 
Buren  county,  Iowa.  Airs.  Jane  (Plew) 
Hastings  died  in  1845,  and,  as  before 
stated,  in  1853  Air.  Hastings  wedded 
Aliss  Purdom.  He  had  been  educated  for 
the  practice  of  law  and  for  the  ministry 
while  living  in  Ireland,  but  impaired 
health  caused  him  to  give  his  attention  to 
farming  as  the  outdoor  life  proved  much 
more  beneficial  than  the  indoor  existence 
of  a  professional  career.  Socially  he  was 
a  master  Alason,  and  politically  was  a 
democrat.  He  died  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years  and  his  widow,  Airs. 
Hastings,  afterward  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  Cyrus  Harlan,  who  had  lost 
his  first  wife  in  1880.  She  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  her  second  hus- 
band on  the  3d  of  February,  1899.  and 
in  October,  1900,  Airs.  Harlan  came  to 
live  in  Hillsboro.  Here  she  bought  a 
large  piece  of  ground  and  erected  the  fin- 
est residence  in  the  town.  It  is  built  in 
attractive  and  modern  style  of  architec- 
ture, is  tastefully  furnished  and  stands  in 
the  midst  of  a  beautiful  and  well  kept 
lawn.  Both  of  her  husbands  were  enter- 
prising- and  progressive  business  men, 
highly  respected  in  the  cnmmunity.  They 
stood  for  good  citizenship,  for  honesty 
in  business  dealings,  for  fidelity  in  friend- 
ship and  devotion  to  the  ties  of  home,  and 
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each  made  her  existence  a  happy  one. 
Mrs.  Harlan  has  heen  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  from  the  age  of  nine 
years  and  has  hAed  an  earnest,  devoted 
Christian  hfe.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  has  filled  every  office  in  the 
local  lodge  and  is  now  treasurer.  She 
has  done  much  good  in  the  world  and  has 
shed  around  her  much  of  life's  happiness. 
The  poor  and  needy  have  found  in  her  a 
friend  and  those  in  affliction  have  received 
her  heartfelt  sympathy.  She  has  long 
been  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  and 
most  highly  esteemed  ladies  of  Hillsboro 
and  Henry  county.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  World's  Fair  Fraternal  Building 
Association  at  St.  Louis.  Missouri,  in 
1904,  which  entitled  her  to  the  rights, 
benefits  and  privileges  of  such  member- 
ship. She  is  now  the  only  surviving 
member  of  an  honored  and  prominent 
pioneer  family  and  no  history  of  this 
county  would  be  complete  without  men- 
tion of  her  life.  Her  many  good  traits 
of  heart  and  mind  have  endeared  her  to 
those  with  whom  she  has  come  in  con- 
tact and  her  example  is  indeed  well 
worthy  of  emulation.  Mr.  Harlan  was 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  and  a  re- 
view of  the  county  would  not  be  complete 
without  mention  of  him. 


CHARLES  D.  WOOD. 

Charles  D.  \\'ood  resides  upon  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  one  acres  in  Center 
township,  and  his  well  improved  property 


is  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of  thrift 
and  industry.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Ouincy,  Illinois,  on  the  12th  of  December, 
1837,  his  parents  being  Daniel  and  Edith 
(Athens)  Wood.  The  father  was  born 
in  the  state  of  Xew  York  and  the  moth- 
er's birth  occurred  in  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
\\'ood  devoted  his  attention  to  farming, 
and  on  coming  westward  to  Illinois  in 
1835,  settled  upon  a  farm  where  he  re- 
sided for  three  years,  after  which  he  took 
up  his  abode  in  Henry  county,  then  an  al- 
most unbroken  and  uninhabited  district, 
save  for  the  red  men.  who  still  pitched 
their  wigwams  in  the  forest.  He,  how- 
ever, aided  in  the  work  of  reclamation, 
and  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  here  until  his  death,  wliich  oc- 
curred September  10,  1881.  His  wife 
passed  away  June  8,  1866,  and  was  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery  at  Mount  Pleasant. 
Earnest  Christian  people,  they  were  de- 
A'oted  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church  for  forty  or  fifty  years,  and 
the  teachings  of  the  Bible  were  a  perme- 
ating influence  in  their  lives.  ]\Ir.  Wood 
voted  with  the  Republican  party,  but  never 
aspired  to  office,  preferring  to  give  his 
attention  to  his  private  business  affairs. 
In  their  family  were  six  children,  of  whom 
Charles  D.  is  the  youngest.  The  others 
are  as  follows :  Laura  A.  became  the 
wife  of  John  M.  Hanson,  and  both  are 
deceased.  Theodocia  B.  married  ^^^  W. 
Kendall,  and  has  now  departed  this  life, 
while  her  husband  died  while  in  the  Civil 
war.  John  F.  married  Susan  Shuck,  and 
both  are  deceased.  Daniel  C.  married 
Miss  Lavenburg,  and  they,  too,  have  de- 
parted this  life. 

Charles  D.  W^ood  acquired  his  educa- 
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tion  in  the  log  schoolhouses  of  Henry 
county,  studying  his  lessons  while  seated 
upon  a  slab  bench.  In  one  end  of  the 
room  was  a  large  fireplace,  and  the  fur- 
nishings were  very  crude.  After  leaving 
school  he  went  to  Kansas,  when  that  state 
was  a  territor}-,  and  where  he  engaged  in 
the  border  ruffian  war,  also  using  his  vote 
to  make  that  state  a  liome  for  free  men. 
There  he  carried  on  farming  to  some  ex- 
tent, also  conducted  a  grocery  and  de- 
voted his  attention  to  other  business  pur- 
suits. He  remained  until  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  he  retmmed  eastward, 
and  at  Pittsfield,  Illinois,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Second  Illinois  Ca\'alrv,  serving  for 
one  year,  during  which  time  he  was  on 
guard  duty  at  Paducah  and  other  points 
in  Kentucky.  He  was  then  honorably 
discharged  on  account  of  illness.  Follow- 
ing his  retiu'n  from  the  war,  he  settled  in 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  until  1872,  when  he  went  to 
California,  where  he  eng"aged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  two  years.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Henry  county,  and  took  up  his 
abode  upon  his  present  farm  in  Center 
township,  south  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Here 
he  has  since  carried  on  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  stock-raising,  and  he 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  one  acres  of 
land,  which  is  rich  and  arable,  producing 
excellent  crops  annually  and  also  furnish- 
ing splendid  pasturage  for  the  stock.  He 
is  also  one  of  the  largest  egg  and  chicken 
producers  in  the  county.  He  has  remod- 
eled the  house  and  equipped  the  place  with 
modern  buildings  and  the  latest  improved 
machinery,  and  his  farm  indicates  his 
careful  supervision  in  its  well  kept  ap- 
pearance. 


On  the  1 2th  of  February.  1863,  ]\Ir. 
\\'ood  was  married  to  Miss  Adda  W'illi- 
ford,  who  was  born  in  Henry  county, 
May  8,  1844.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  father  followed 
farming  throughout  his  entire  life.  In 
1836  he  came  to  Henry  county,  casting  in 
his  lot  with  its  pioneer  settlers  and  assist- 
ing materially  in  the  work  of  early  de- 
velopment and  improvement.  He  lived 
to  see  a  marked  change  in  the  county,  and 
his  death  here  occurred  April  4,  1885. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rose 
Hedrix,  and  died  in  August,  1899.  ^^^'■ 
W'illiford  was  a  republican,  stanch  in  sup- 
port of  the  party,  and  he  served  as  road 
supervisor  and  as  school  director.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  laid  to  rest  in  a  pri- 
vate burial  ground  known  as  the  \\'illi- 
ford  cemetery.  They  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  living :  Samuel, 
who  married  Miss  Sarah  Bailey,  and  re- 
sides at  Georgetown,  Colorado ;  Susan, 
the  wife  of  A.  Rogers,  who  is  living  in 
Nebraska ;  Stephen,  who  married  Miss 
Hudson,  and  resides  in  Portland.  Oregon ; 
Robert,  who  married  Almeda  Nicholas, 
and  is  living  in  Salem.  Iowa :  Lucretia. 
who  married  Andrew  Huggins,  and  lives 
in  Henry  county.  Iowa ;  and  Mrs.  Wood. 

Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  five  children,  all  natives  of 
Henry  county.  Florence  is  the  wife  of 
James  Leech,  of  Center  township,  and  has 
five  children:  Cordelia.  Grace,  Vemon. 
Pearl,  and  Pauline.  Edith  is  the  wife  of 
Clayton  Dann,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they 
have  eight  children :  Charles  Edgctr, 
Ernest  Creighton,  Frank  Jackson,  Mary. 
Raymond.  Romney.  Gilbert,  and  Linn. 
Ada  lives  with  her  parents.    May  V.  is  the 
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wife  of  Augustus  Ackerman,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  has  three  children.  Alpha, 
Frederick  and  Lois.  Roscoe  is  at  home. 
Mr.  Wood  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  fifteen  years  has  served  as 
school  director,  the  cause  of  education 
finding  in  him  a  warm  and  helpful  friend. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  God,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  thus  main- 
taining- pleasant  relations  with  his  old 
army  comrades,  who,  with  him,  wore  the 
blue  uniform  upon  southern  battlefields 
He  came  to  Mount  Pleasant  when  there 
were  few  houses  here  and  no  railroads, 
when  neighbors  were  far  apart,  and  when 
Indians  were  numerous  in  this  portion  of 
the  state.  There  were  also  wolves  and 
other  wild  animals,  while  deer  and  other 
wild  game  furnished  many  a  meal  to  the 
settlers.  He  has  watched  the  introduction 
of  all  modern  improvements,  including 
the  railroad,  the  telegraph  and  the  tele- 
phone, and  all  kinds  of  electrical  machin- 
ery, ancl  has  kept  pace  with  the  general 
progress  along  agricultural  lines.  He  and 
his  wife  are  intelligent,  accommodating, 
and  worthy  people,  enjoying  the  esteem 
of  neighbors  and  friends,  and  well  do  they 
deserve  mention  among  the  representative 
citizens  of  the  county. 


FRANK  C.  DAVEY. 

Among  the  successful  farmers  of  Ca- 
naan township  are  many  who  were  born 
and  bred  upon  the  farm,  who  have  fol- 


lowed agricultural  pursuits  all  their  lives 
and  have  become  representative  men  in 
the  community  in  which  they  live.  There 
are  many  who  have  gained  the  deserved 
prominence  they  now  enjoy  through  their 
own  energy  and  steadfastness  of  purpose. 

A  young-  and  successful  farmer  of  such 
a  type  is  Frank  C.  Davey,  who  was  born 
in  Canaan  township,  July  5,  1871,  on  the 
place  where  he  now  resides.  He  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  home  place, 
assisting  his  father  in  the  farm  work, 
when  he  was  too  young  to  take  responsi- 
bilities. He  attended  school  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  received  a  good  general 
education. 

He  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Maria  (Shop- 
bell)  Davey  and  is,  through  his  father, 
of  English  descent,  the  elder  Davey  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Devonshire,  England. 
His  mother's  parents,  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Huskin)  Shopbell,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Lewis  Davey  went  to  New  London  and 
married  there  in  185 1  and  lived  upon  a 
farm  which  he  leased  until  1861.  He 
then  purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  27, 
Canaan  township,  a  piece  of  land  which 
was  then  in  an  uncultivated  state.  He 
made  many  needed  improvements  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1902  left  the  land 
in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  lived 
to  see  most  flattering  results  of  his  early 
labors.  His  wife,  the  great  helper  in  his 
early  days  of  wresting  his  land  from  the 
wilderness,  is  still  living  and  is  passing 
her  declining  years  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Anderson,  of  Aurora,  Illi- 
nois. 

Frank  C.  Davey  has  always  lived  upon 
the  old  homestead  where  he  has  devoted 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


255 


his  time  and  energy  to  his  chosen  calling. 
In  1 90 1  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  the 
farm  originally  belonging  to  his  father, 
and  in  1904  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
more  of  the  home  place.  He  is  a  prac- 
tical farmer  and  confines  himself  to  no 
one  line,  but  follows  general  farming, 
raising  hogs,  cattle  and  horses. 

October  2"/,  1902,  Mr.  Davey  married 
Miss  Ida  M.  Ross,  who  was  a  native  of 
Wapello,  Louisa  county,  Iowa.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Hector  Ross  (of  Canadian 
birth)  and  ]\Iary  Ross.  She  gained  her 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Medi- 
apolis,  where  she  was  a  student  until  she 
completed  the  coiu'se  of  studies. 

Mr.  Davey  is  a  practical  farmer  and  is 
a  man  who  is  constantl}-  seeking  the  im- 
provement of  his  productive  and  well 
tilled  lands.  He  is  politically  a  democrat, 
but  does  not  care  to  take  an  active  part 
in  politics,  preferring  rather  to  aid  in 
good  government  by  being  a  conscien- 
ii-ious,  faithful  citizen,  devoted  to  the  wel- 
fare of  both  home  and  countrv. 


ELI  SEELEY. 


Eli  Seeley,  who  was  one  of  the  early 
promoters  of  development  and  progress 
in  Lee  county  and  became  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  promi- 
nent men  of  eastern  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Fairfield  county,  Connecticut,  May  7, 
1 81 2.  When  he  was  about  fifteen  years 
of  age  his  father  died,  leaving  him  to 
battle  for  himself.     He  continued  a  resi- 


dent of  his  native  state,  however,  until 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  and  worked 
at  the  carpenter's  trade,  when  his  health 
was  somewhat  impaired,  then  he  trav- 
eled to  some  extent,  both  on  sea  and  land. 
Subsequently  he  was  employed  in  a  clock 
factory  at  Ansonia,  Connecticut,  and  in 
1 84 1  arrived  in  Iowa.  Taking  up  his 
abode  in  Harrison  township,  Lee  county, 
he  entered  a  tract  of  land  from  the  gov- 
ernment and  then  returned  to  his  old 
home  as  he  had  come — on  horseback. 
The  return  trip,  however,  was  made  for 
the  express  purpose  of  completing  arrange- 
ments whereby  he  might  identify  his  in- 
terests with  those  of  the  middle  west  and 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa  he  drove  a 
flock  of  one  thousand  sheep  with  one 
horse  and  a  dog.  Reaching  his  destina- 
tion, he  began  improving  his  place  and 
having  free  range  because  of  the  unset- 
tled condition  of  the  country  at  that  time 
he  handled  large  numbers  of  sheep,  hav- 
ing as  many  as  five  thousand.  As  he 
prospered  in  his  undertakings  he  also 
added  to  his  landed  possessions  until  he 
had  about  five  thousand  acres  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  also  well  known  as 
a  capitalist  and  money  lender,  first  loan- 
ing money  here  for  friends  in  the  east 
and  later  on  his  own  account.  He  was 
known  as  one  of  the  most  successful  men 
of  Lee  county,  the  extent  and  importance 
of  his  business  being  such  as  to  make  him 
a  leader  in  real-estate  and  agricultural 
operations.  He  also  extended  his  ef- 
forts into  other  fields  of  activity  and  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  the  Farm- 
ers' and  Traders'  Bank  at  Bonaparte, 
Iowa,  becoming  a  member  of  its  board 
of  directors,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
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until  failing  health  oi3liged  him  to  resign 
as  he  could  no  longer  attend  to  the  meet- 
ings of  the  board. 

Mr.  Seeley  was  united  in  marriage 
May  I,  1845.  to  Miss  Martha  Beeler,  who 
was  born  May  14,  182 1.  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Jane  Beeler,  who  came  to  Iowa 
in  1836,  locating  on  a  tract  of  land  ad- 
joining the  Seeley  homestead.  Mr.  See- 
ley boarded  with  the  Beeler  family  dur- 
ing the  early  years  of  his  residence  here 
and  eventually  married  the  daughter  of 
the  household.  They  became  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  reached 
years  of  maturity,  but  four  of  the  num- 
ber are  now  decased,  Mettie,  Theodore 
F.,  Ada  and  George  L.  Those  still  liv- 
ing are:  Lucy  J.,  now  the  wife  of  S.  B. 
Davis,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri ;  and 
W.  B..  who  is  represented  on  another 
page  (^f  this  work. 

Mr.  Seeley  gave  unfaltering  support 
to  the  Republican  party  but  was  never  an 
aspirant  for  ofifice.  preferring  to  concen- 
trate his  energies  upon  his  business  af- 
fairs. He  was  watchful  of  opporunity 
and  accordingly  embraced  every  advan- 
tage promising  honorable  success.  He  was 
one  of  the  men  of  ability  to  whom  the 
great  west  is  indebted  for  the  part  which 
he  took  in  its  reclamation,  transforming 
it  from  a  wild  domain  to  the  uses  of  civil- 
ization. His  efforts  were  crowned  with 
success.  •  He  attended  and  supported  the 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  Mrs.  See- 
ley is  a  member.  She  still  survives  her 
husband  who  departed  this  life  April  3, 
1896,  and  makes  his  home  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  having  for  many  years  been  a 
resident  of  this  state  so  that  she  is  num- 
bered among  its  worthy  pioneer  women. 


WILLIAM  BEELER  SEELEY. 

The  name  of  Seeley  is  so  closely  inter- 
woven with  the  business  history  and  de- 
velopment of  Mount  Pleasant  and  east- 
ern Iowa  that  no  record  of  this  part  of 
the  state  would  be  complete  without  men- 
tion of  the  representatives  of  the  name 
who  have  figured  so  prominently  here.  W. 
B.  Seeley,  banker,  agriculturist,  and 
stock-raiser,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  is  too 
well  known  in  this  locality  and  through- 
out the  state  to  need  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  A'olume.  He  was  born  in 
Harrison  township,  Lee  county,  Iowa,  on 
March  4,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  Eli  and 
Martha  (Beeler)  Seeley.  who  are  repre- 
sented elsewhere  in  this  work.  At  the 
usual  age  he  became  a  public  school  stu- 
dent, mastering  the  elementary  branches 
of  learning  in  Primrose,  Iowa,  while  later 
he  attended  Elliott's  Business  College,  at 
Burlington.  He  then  matriculated  in  the 
law  department  of  the  L'niversity  of 
Iowa,  and  was  there  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1886,  receiving  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  This  was  the  first  class  that  was 
graduated  after  the  installation  of  the 
two  years'  course. 

Returning  to  Lee  county  Mr.  Seelev 
became  associated  with  his  father  who 
had  extensive  business  interests,  to  the 
supervision  of  which  he  devoted  his  time 
and  energies  until  the  father's  death.  He 
was  married  March  4,  1890,  to  Miss  Eliz- 
abeth J.  Ketcham,  who  was  born  August 
27.  1869.  and  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Ketcham,  one  of  the  pio- 
neer and  highly  respected  families  of  Van 
Buren  county.  Mr.  Ketcham,  together 
with  Mr.  Seeley's  father,  helped  to  organ- 
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ize  the  Farmers'  and  Traders"  State  Bank 
of  Bonaparte,  Iowa,  in  the  early  '80s. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  first 
board  of  directors,  which  position  Mr. 
Ketcham  still  holds,  as  well  as  vice-presi- 
dent. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seeley  located  on 
Clover  Lawn  farm  near  the  old  homestead 
where  Mr.  Seeley  continued  to  supervise 
and  take  charge  of  the  more  important 
business  affairs  of  his  father,  which  were 
now  becoming  burdensome  to  him.  At 
the  latter's  demise  the  younger  son. 
George  Lincoln  Seeley,  was  appointed  ad- 
ministrator, acting  in  that  capacity  until 
his  own  death,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1897, 
when  \\\  B.  Seeley  was  appointed  admin- 
istrator de  bonus  non,  so  serving  until  the 
estate  was  settled  up  and  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  in  June,    1905. 

Li  1900  Mr.  Seeley  removed  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  at  once  began  the  erection 
of  a  most  beautiful  and  palatial  residence 
at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Saunders 
streets,  which  was  completed  in  1902. 
Since  taking  up  his  abode  in  this  city  his 
attention  has  largely  been  given  to  bank- 
ing interests,  breeding  and  exhibiting  fine 
stock,  as  well  as  agricultural  interests, 
which  he  had  been  conducting  before 
.  moving  here.  He  has  thus  figured  in  fi- 
nancial circles  for  some  time,  having  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  the  Citizens' 
Mutual  Bank  at  Donelson,  Iowa,  of  which 
he  is  the  president.  He  also  aided  in  or- 
ganizing the  First  National  Bank  of 
Farmington,  Iowa,  of  which  he  is  like- 
wise the  president.  Both  of  these  insti- 
tutions are  on  a  splendid  basis,  having 
had  a  prosperous  existence  and  are  re- 
garded as  among  the  most  reliable  finan- 
cial concerns  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr. 


Seeley  is  likewise  extensively  interested 
in  farming  lands  and  owns  a  fine  stock 
farm  near  Mount  Pleasant,  known  as  the 
Springdale  stock  farm,  on  which  he  is 
raising  fine  Aberdeen  Angus  cattle.  He 
has  here  a  number  of  imported  animals 
and  all  are  fine  registered  stock.  The 
farm  has  a  noted  spring  upon  it,  which 
gives  it  its  name.  It  was  here  that  in 
the  fall  of  1 86 1  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  the  Fourth  Iowa 
Cavalry  encamped  while  organizing  and 
the  spring  furnished  a  plentiful  supply 
of  water  for  all  the  men  and  horses  during 
the  four  or  five  months  of  the  encamp- 
ment here.  Mr.  Seeley  now  has  a  fine 
herd  and  has  carried  off  many  prizes  at 
state  fairs  and  international  shows.  At 
the  head  of  his  herd  stands  Blackbird 
Ito,  which  took  first  prize  over  everything 
in  his  class  in  the  entire  circuit  in  1904, 
including  the  World's  Fair  at  St.  Louis. 
Mr.  Seeley  is  also  engaged  in  the  breed- 
ing of  Poland  China  hogs  with  Iowa 
Sunshine,  77.325,  at  the  head  of  the 
herd  found  on  the  Springdale  stock  farm. 
He  continues  to  operate  the  Clover  Lawn 
farm  in  Harrison  township,  Lee  county, 
which  comprises  one  square  section  of  land 
and  is  the  original  home  farm  of  the  fam- 
ilv.  There  he  engages  in  the  breeding  of 
cattle,  horses,  hogs,  and  sheep.  Aside 
from  the  stock  farms,  herein  referred  to, 
Mr.  Seeley  has  other  land  interests  ag- 
gregating over  three  thousand  acres.  His 
banking-,  farming,  and  stock-raising  in- 
terests are  extensive  and  have  made  him 
well  known  throughout  the  state  and  be- 
yond the  borders  of  Iowa  as  well.  In  ad- 
dition to  giving  his  attention  to  these  in- 
terests, however.  Mr.  Seelev  has  devoted 
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much  time  to  a  work  that  is  creditable  and 
of  much  vakie  to  the  city  of  Mount 
Pleasant.  Upon  the  death  of  his  brother, 
George  Lincoln  Seeley,  W.  B.  Seeley  and 
Sherman  Taylor  were  appointed  admin- 
istrators of  the  estate  at  his  request.  The 
deceased  brother  had  expressed  ideas  al- 
though somewhat  indefinitely  that  his  es- 
tate be  used  for  the  beautifying  of  the 
home  cemetery  at  Sharon,  and  for  the 
benfit  of  young  men.  His  wish  in  refer- 
ence to  the  cemetery  has  been  fully  car- 
ried out  and  Sharon  has  become  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  cemeteries  in  the  en- 
tire state.  In  order  to  carry  out  his  de- 
sires in  the  other  direction,  the  adminis- 
trators decided  upon  the  erection  of  the 
beautiful  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation building  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  manual  training  de- 
partment in  connection  therewith.  It 
was  first  planned  that  the  building  was  to 
cost  about  forty  or  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, but  the  plans  have  since  been  en- 
larged and  improved  upon  until  at  the 
completion  this  memorial  building  will 
have  cost  seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 
Much  thought  and  effort  have  been  re- 
quired in  carrying  out  this  desire  of  the 
deceased  brother  to  whom  it  will  stand 
as  a  memorial  for  many  years  to  come 
and  at  the  same  time  it  proves  the  devo- 
tion of  Mr.  Seeley  to  his  brother,  and  to 
the  city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seeley  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  children,  Florence,  June 
and  Benjamin  Eli.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican.  At  the  republican  county  con- 
vention held  June  2.  1906.  Mr.  Seeley 
was  unanimously  endorsed  for  state  sena- 
tor, and  the  delesrates  to  the  senatorial 


convention,  chosen  at  this  meeting,  were 
instructed  to  cast  the  solid  vote  of  the 
county  for  him.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  he  is  one  of  the  church  trus- 
tees at  Sharon.  Of  keen  discernment  in 
business  affairs,  of  unfaltering  enterprise, 
and  stalwart  purpose  he  successfully  man- 
ages his  interests  until  today  he  is  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  and  representative 
men  of  southeastern  Iowa.  He  is  like- 
wise known  as  a  pleasant,  social  compan- 
ion, and  a  devoted  husband  and  father, 
and  in  the  community  where  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed  the  circle  of  his  w-arm 
friends  is  verv  extensive. 


GEORGE  LINCOLN  SEELEY. 

George  Lincoln  Seeley,  wdiose  name  is 
endeared  to  all  residents  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant and  a  monument  to  whose  life  and 
memory  is  seen  in  the  beautiful  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  building  of 
this  city,  was  born  in  Harrison  township, 
Lee  county,  Iowa,  May  15,  1865,  his  par- 
ents being  Eli  and  Martha  (Beeler)  See- 
ley, mention  of  whom  is  made  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  He  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  graded  schools  of  Primrose, 
Iowa,  and  afterward  attended  Howe's 
Academy  in  Mount  Pleasant.  He  early 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  busi- 
ness, being  the  youngest  and  only  child 
remaining  at  home,  was  a  great  help  and 
comfort  to  his  aged  parents.  After  his 
father's  death  he  was  appointed  admin  is- 
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trator  of  the  estate,  but  his  health  soon 
began  to  fail  and  in  December  following- 
he,  with  his  brother,  T.   F.   Seeley,  and 
family,     went   to    Texas,    where   he     re- 
mained  until   his   death   on  the   24th   of 
May,    1897.      He   was   well-to-do    for   a 
man  of  his  age,  and  when  realizing  that 
the  end  of  his   days   was  drawing  near 
he    expressed   a    desire   that   his    means 
might  be  used  to  beautify  Sharon  ceme- 
tery and  also  for  the  benefit  and  advance- 
ment of  young  men.     His  plans  were  not 
matured  but  were  expressed  to  his  brother 
and     sisters,    who    were    with    him     and 
though  he  did  not  definitely  decide  upon 
any  course  for  them  to  pursue,  his  admin- 
istrators— his  brother.  W.  B.  Seeley,  and 
his     friend,    Sherman   Taylor,   who    had 
been  appointed  at  his  request — have  car- 
ried out  his  wishes.     He  had  remarked 
that   "Sharon   was   the   dearest   spot   on 
earth   to   him,"   and   since   his   death   his 
administrators   have  carried  out  his   de- 
sire to  have  Sharon  cemetery  beautified 
and      improved.        They     enlarged     the 
grounds   to   twice   the   original    size   and 
have  fenced  the  entire  plot  by  first  mak- 
ing    a    foundation    three    feet    in     the 
ground  and  building  thereon  a  fine  gran- 
ite coping   surmounted   by   a   galvanized 
iron  fence.     At  the  entrance  there  is  a 
beautiful     and     massive     gatew^ay     and 
through  the  efforts  and  labors  of  the  ad- 
ministrators Sharon  has  been  made  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  rural  cemeteries  in 
the  country.     After  much  study  and  in- 
vestigation the  administrators  have  also 
built    a  fine  memorial  building  for    the 
Young    Men's    Christian    Association    at 
Mount  Pleasant,  in  connection  with  which 
is  a  fully  equipped  manual  training  school. 


Thus  the  locality  in  which  Mr.  Seeley 
lived  and  labored  is  yet  benefiting  by  his 
efforts,  his  forethought  and  his  generos- 
ity. He  was  a  member  of  the  Sharon 
Presbyterian  church  and  a  man  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  In  busi- 
ness transactions  he  was  the  soul  of  honor 
and  integrity,  and  he  had  a  broad  hu- 
manitarian spirit  which  reached  out  to 
his  fellow  men,  desiring  the  greatest  good 
and  best  development  for  all.  The  splen- 
did Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
building  is  a  fitting  monument  to  an  hon- 
orable  career. 


JAMES  FRANKLIN  SARGENT. 

James  Franklin  Sargent,  deceased,  who 
in  the  years  of  an  active  business  life,  won 
the  full  trust,  confidence  and  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizeps  and- became  known  as  one 
of  the  representative  residents  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  was  born  in  Plymouth,  New 
Hampshire,  June  11,  1829.  He  was  de- 
scended from  New  England  ancestry  of 
some  prominence.  His  father  served  as  a 
member  of  the  New  Hampshire  legisla- 
ture and  James  F.  Sargent  was  of  the 
eighth  generation  in  the  line  of  descent 
from  William  Sargent,  who  settled  in 
Amesbury,  New  Hampshire,  at  a  very 
early  period  in  the  colonization  of  Amer- 
ica. His  father  was  a  farmer  and  teacher 
and  gave  to  his  son  good  educational  privi- 
leges for  those  days.  When  a  youth  of 
twelve  years  James  F.  Sargent  went  to 
an  academy  to  live  and  study  and  he  spent 
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his  summer  months  in  Waltham,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  learning  the  jewelers  trade. 
In  the  autumn  he  would  again  enter  school 
and  he  thus  continued  to  divide  his  time 
between  the  acquirement  of  an  education 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  jeweler's  busi- 
ness until  he  had  finished  his  school  life. 
He  then  went  to  New  York  in  search  of 
a  location,  and  while  there  he  was  advised 
b}'  a  friend  to  seek  employment  with  the 
firm  of  Taylor  &  Main  in  Utica,  New 
York.  He  did  so  and  was  given  a  good 
position  with  that  house,  continuing  there 
for  five  or  six  years.  After  a  year,  desir- 
ing to  go  home  on  a  visit,  his  firm  allowed 
him  his  vacation  time,  and  on  reaching 
the  postoffice  he  found  a  letter  from  the 
firm  enclosing  a  fifty-dollar  check  with 
the  request  that  he  accept  it  as  a  token 
of  their  appreciation  of  his  valuable  serv- 
ice. After  six  years  spent  with  Taylor  & 
Main  he  resigned,  to  the  deep  regret  of 
his  employers. 

Seeming  trivial  things  often  prove  of 
utmost  importance  in  the  life  of  the  indi- 
vidual, and  so  it  happened  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Sargent,  who  one  day  heard  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Stewart,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman, 
then  of  Mount  Clemens,  telling  the  firm 
of  Taylor  &  Main  that  the  Iowa  town  in 
which  he  lived  did  not  have  a  jeweler  and 
that  the  citizens  of  Mount  Pleasant  were 
therefore  obliged  to  go  to  Burlington  for 
everything  that  they  needed.  Thinking 
that  it  might  prove  an  advantageous  field 
for  him,  Mr.  Sargent  made  arrangements 
to  come  to  the  west,  and  after  reaching 
Mount  Pleasant  sought  Dr.  Stewart,  who 
gave  him  such  assistance  as  he  could  in 
making  a  start  here.  He  located  in  Henr\' 
county  in  1855,  when  Mount  Pleasant  was 


yet  a  new  town,  and  opened  a  jewelry  store, 
his  first  location  being  in  the  w^est  side 
of  the  square.  He  occupied  one-half  of 
the  store  of  Mr.  Brasleton.  who  used  the 
other  half  for  banking  purposes.  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Sargent  removed  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Tiffany  corner,  and  there  he 
conducted  a  fine  store  and  enjoyed  a  large 
trade  until  1875.  when  he  removed  to  a 
store  ^^•hich  he  purchased  on  the  north  side 
of  the  square  and  which  is  still  owned  by 
Mrs.  Sargent.  There  he  conducted  busi- 
ness until  his  retirement  alx)ut  twelve  years 
before  his  death.  He  was  long  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  and  representative 
merchants  of  the  city.  He  always  carried 
a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  goods 
thoroughly  up-to-date,  and  his  earnest  de- 
sire to  please  his  patrons  and  his  honorable 
lousiness  methods  secured  him  a  trade  that 
made  his  labor  very  profitable. 

Mr.  Sargent  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Maling.  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
who  died  leaving  no  children.  In  1864 
he  built  a  fine  brick  residence  on  North 
Main  street,  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 
After  losing  his  first  wife,  he  was  married 
on  the  28th  of  October,  1880.  to  Miss 
Emma  Christina  Kelson,  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, and  they  had  one  daughter,  Birdie 
Eleanora,  who  pursued  her  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Conservator^^  of  Music,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  James  I.  Pa\nie,  of  Chicago. 

\Vhen  Mr.  Sargent  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant  he  had  been  accustomed  to  at- 
tend the  Presbyterian  church  and  he  sang 
in  its  choir.  He  gave  liberally  toward  the 
building  of  the  new  church  which  was 
erected  here  soon  after  his  arrival,  and 
with  others  he  arranged  for  a  good  organ 
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and  music  for  the  dedication,  but  some  of 
the  deacons,  disproving  of  organs  in 
churches,  made  them  take  it  out.  Mr. 
Sargent  never  again  entered  that  church. 
Nevertheless,  throughout  his  entire  hfe 
he  manifested  broad  humanitarian  princi- 
ples and  a  helpful,  kindly  spirit,  and  many 
there  are  who  have  benefited  by  his  gen- 
erous assistance.  He  passed  away  March 
27,  1899,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years, 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mount 
Pleasant  mourned  the  loss  of  one  of  its 
representative  men,  who  throughout  an 
active  business  career  had  contributed  to 
the  general  prosperity  as  well  as  to  his  in- 
dividual success.  He  was  interested  in 
all  that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  the  city 
and  was  the  champion  of  many  of  its  pro- 
gressive measures.  His  life  was  honor- 
able,  his  actions  manly  and  sincere  and  he 
was  ever  fearless  in  defense  of  a  course 
which  he  believed  to  be  right.  Following 
the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Sargent 
sold  the  large  home  and  built  a  pleasant 
residence  on  West  Monroe  street,  where 
she  is  now  living. 


JUDSON  OLIN  BALL,  D.D.  S. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Ball  has  attained  more  than 
local  prominence  as  a  representative  of  the 
dental  fraternity  and  in  other  fields  of  la- 
bor his  activity  has  been  of  a  most  benefi- 
cial nature  in  the  development  and  prog- 
ress of  Henry  county.  With  keen  insight 
into'  business  situations  and  affairs  he  has 
carefully  utilized  his  opportunities  and  has 


made  steady  progress  along  the  lines  that 
ultimately  reach  the  objective  point.  A 
native  of  Jasper  county,  Illinois,  Dr.  Ball 
was  born  on  the  28th  of  January,  i860, 
his  parents  being  Amos  and  Eliza  Jane 
(  Early)  Ball,  the  former  of  English  and 
the  latter  of  Irish  lineage.  The  mother  of 
George  Washington  was  a  great-great- 
aunt  of  Dr.  Ball.  His  great-grandfather, 
whose  name  was  either  John  or  Caleb, 
served  under  Washington  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  and  is  supposed  to  have 
held  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  The  grand- 
father of  Amos  Ball  was  also  one  of  the 
heroes  of  the  war  for  independence  and 
afterward  served  in  the  war  of  18 12.  Fol- 
lowing the  close  of  hostilities  in  the  sec- 
ond war  with  England  he  became  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
was  well  known  in  connection  with  the  re- 
lig-ious  and  educational  work  of  that  de- 
nomination. Amos  Ball,  father  of  our 
subject,  died  in  1890,  his  remains  being 
interred  in  Pennsylvania,  while  his  widow 
now  resides  in  Bellingham.  Washington. 
Dr.  J.  O.  Ball,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  spent  the  days  of  his  childhood 
in  his  parents  home  and  supplemented  his 
preliminary  education  by  an  academic 
normal  course  in  Edinburgh,  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  afterward  entered  the  State 
University  of  Iowa,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  n  the  class  of  1883.  He  pur- 
sued a  partial  course  of  study  in  the  West- 
ern Reserve  Dental  School  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  He  began  practice  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1879,  ^"d  after  a  year 
removed  to  Pike  county.  Illinois,  remain- 
ing at  Barry  for  one  year.  He  then  went 
to  Hannibal,  Missouri,  where  he  spent  a 
vear  and  three  months  and  since  1882  he 
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has  been  engaged  in  practice  in  Mount 
Pleasant.  Keeping  abreast  with  the  prog- 
ress made  by  the  dental  fraternity  he  has 
become  one  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  his  profession  in  the  county  and  his 
reputation  for  superior  skill  and  ability 
has  also  become  known  throughout  the 
state.  He  has  a  remarkably  extensive 
practice — a  fact  which  indicates  that  his 
work  has  given  uniform  satisfaction.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  International  and  Na- 
tional dental  associations  and  has  been  a 
contributor  to  some  of  the  professional 
journals. 

As  Dr.  Ball  has  prospered  in  his  under- 
takings he  has  made  judicious  investments 
in  property  and  now  has  valuable  real  es- 
tate interests  in  Henry  county  and  Des 
Moines  and  also  in  Kansas.  He  likewise 
has  petroleum  lands  in  the  latter  state  on 
which  three  producing  wells  have  already 
been  developed.  He  is  the  chief  promoter 
and  organizer  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Washington  Interurban  Railway  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  secretary,  while  Jo- 
seph Green  is  president.  This  company 
expects  to  begin  its  survey  and  enter  ini- 
tial arrangements  for  the  building  of  its 
line  in  the  fall  of  1906  and  when  carried 
forward  to  completion  the  line  will  prove 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  Mount  Pleasant 
and  the  district  through  which  it  runs, 
also  giving  Mount  Pleasant  competitive 
freight  facilities.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Bell  Oil  &  Gas  Company, 
of  which  he  is  still  a  director.  This  com- 
pany s  conducting  .a  successful  business  in 
Kansas. 

In  1883  in  this  city  Dr.  Ball  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Allen,  a 
daughter  of  J.  N.  Allen,  who  was  clerk  of 


the  court  here  for  twelve  years  and  is 
widely  known  throughout  Henry  county. 
He  died  in  1881,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Forest  Home  cemetery  and  his 
widow  now  resides  with  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Ball.  Unto  this  marriage  have  been  born 
three  children.  Helen,  born  July  7,  1884, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  of  the 
class  of  1 90 1,  and  afterward  spent  a  year 
and  a  half  as  a  student  in  the  Iowa  Wes- 
ley an  University.  She  has  given  special 
attention  to  the  study  of  music  and  is  now 
assisting  her  father  in  the  office.  Florence, 
born  April  9,  1892,  is  a  public-school  stu- 
dent. Xewton  Allen,  born  September  29, 
1897,  completes  the  family. 

Dr.  Ball  is  very  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles,  having  taken  the  degrees  of  the 
lodge,  chapter  and  commandery,  and  in 
the  lodge  has  held  all  of  the  offices  save 
that  of  worshipful  master.  He  likewise 
belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. '  Influential  and  active  in  com- 
munity affairs  his  labors  have  been  of 
direct  and  permanent  good  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  city  and  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  municipal  interests.  He  was 
first  elected  alderman  to  represent  the 
third  ward  in  1895.  His  principal  work 
was  in  connection  with  the  water  and 
lighting  departments,  being  chairman  of 
the  two  committees,  having-  these  things 
in  charge.  From  the  beginning  he 
stood  for  reform,  progress  and  improve- 
ment and  was  much  interested  in  electric 
lighting.  He  personally  drew  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  electric  light 
plant  as  it  stands  today.  The  agitation 
of  this  subject  caused  a  contest  such  as 
the  community  had  never  witnessed,  but 
the  matter  was  brought  before  the  people 
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in  a  general  election  and  the  plans  were 
adopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  as 
the  result  of  w^hich  there  was  established 
a  municipal  lighting  plant  second  to  none 
in  the  state.  During  the  time  of  con- 
struction Dr.  Ball  had  the  full  supervision 
of  the  work.  When  this  had  been  com- 
pleted and  its  success  proven  he  undertook 
the  task  of  the  establishment  of  a  better 
water  system  for  Mount  Pleasant  and 
again  met  with  strong  opposition,  but 
after  eighteen  months  of  persistent 
effort  gave  to  the  city  a  water  plant  of 
which  the  city  has  every  reason  to  be 
proud.  Not  only  is  the  quality  of  the 
water  unsurpassed  by  the  quantity  is  also 
sufficient  for  the  public  needs  of  Mount 
Pleasant  should  it  grow  far  beyond  the 
anticipation  of  its  most  enthusiastic  ad- 
herents. The  quality  of  the  water  has 
been  pronounced  by  both  the  state  chemist 
and  the  bacteriologist  absolutely  whole- 
some, having  no  substance  of  any  kind 
detrimental  to  health.  The  consolidation 
of  the  light  and  water  plants  under  one 
roof  and  management,  the  water  being 
pumped  by  electricity  carried  from  the 
electric  light  station,  was  another  task 
which  Dr.  Ball  undertook.  To  accom- 
plish this  required  much  hard  work  on 
his  part  and  many  days  and  nights  spent 
at  the  plants.  Having  accomplished  this, 
he  has  declined  any  further  political 
honors.  He  established  two  newspapers 
to  conduct  his  fight  for  municipal  owner- 
ship— The  Citizen'  Daily  Bulletin  and  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Record — editing  and 
conducting  both.  The  improvement  in 
the  streets  of  the  city  is  also  largely  attrib- 
utable to  his  efforts.  In  his  political  affili- 
ation he  is  independent  but  stands  for  in- 


tegrity in  politics  and  for  opposition  to  all 
misrule  in  municipal  affairs.  He  has  never 
been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seek- 
ing. In  fact,  the  position  of  councilman 
was  forced  upon  him.  After  once  selected, 
however,  he  entered  heart  and  soul  into 
the  work  and  since  the  accomplishment 
of  the  purpose  for  which  he  stood  he  has 
declined  any  further  political  honors.  He 
stands  as  a  high  type  of  American  man- 
hood, placing  the  general  welfare  before 
partisan  measures  and  the  advancement  of 
his  city's  interest  before  personal  aggran- 
dizement. He  is  a  man  of  broad  outlook, 
readily  recognizing  opportunities  and 
bringing  to  bear  the  practical  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  ideal,  at  the  same 
time  marshaling  his  forces  with  the  pre- 
cision of  a  military  commander.  His  fit- 
ness for  leadership  is  widely  recognized 
and  he  has  left  the  impress  of  his  individu- 
ality for  good  upon  public  thought  and 
action.  In  1892  Dr.  Ball  built  a  large  and 
beautiful  residence  at  No.  500  West  ]\Ion- 
roe  street,  his  fine  lawn  embracing  a  quar- 
ter of  a  block.  It  is  today  one  of  the  most 
attractive  homes  in  the  city  and  in  fact 
was  one  of  the  first  modern  residences. 
Here  Dr.  Ball  resides,  surrounded  by 
modern  comforts. 


WILLIAM  C.  C.  LINKINS. 

William  Christopher  Columbus  Lin- 
kins,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  now 
engaged  in  general  farming  in  Baltimore 
township,   was  born   in    Morgan  county. 
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Ohio,  December  14,  1840,  his  parents  be- 
ing George  \V.  and  Jnha  (Campbell)  Lin- 
kins.  In  1846  the  parents  removed  to 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  here  in  the 
early  schools  William  obtained  his  educa- 
tion. The  father  was  a  painter  and  plas- 
terer, who  also  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  and  in  early  life  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  became  a  brick- 
maker  and  manufactured  the  tirst  brick 
that  was  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  state  insane  asylum  at  Alount 
Pleasant,  the  work  being  done  upon 
the  grounds.  He  continued  to  fol- 
low brick  making  until  1882,  but  in  the 
meantime,  in  1872,  he  invested  in 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  Baltimore  town- 
ship. He  took  up  his  abode  thereon 
and  has  resided  here  continuously  since, 
although  at  different  times  he  has 
engaged  in  brick  manufacturing  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  county  and  state.  There 
were  some  improvements  upon  the  farm 
when  it  came  into  his  possession.  He 
has  erected  a  new  residence  and  other 
buildings  and  he  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing, his  fields  being  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  so  that  he  annuallv  har- 
vests good  crops.  He  also  raises  about 
forty  head  of  Poland  China  hogs  each 
year.  The  farm  is  pleasantly  located  on 
section  3,  not  far  from  New  London,  so 
that  the  advantages  of  urban  life  are 
easily  obtainable. 

In  the  darkest  hour  of  the  country's 
history  Mr.  Linkins  stood  loyally  by  the 
LInion,  his  patriotic  spirit  aroused  by  the 
attempt  of  the  south  to  thwart  the  will  of 
the  national  government.  He  enlisted 
on  the  25th  of  September.  1861,  as  a 
member  of  Company  G,  Eleventh  Iowa 


Volunteer  Infantry,  at  New  London.  The 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland  and  he  was  under  com- 
mand of  General  Sherman.  He  contin- 
ued in  active  service  until  December, 
1863,  when  he  was  shot  through  the  leg 
at  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  his  foot  was 
also  injured.  He  remained  in  the  regi- 
mental hospital  for  a  long  time  and  was 
then  honorably  discharged.  Later,  how- 
ever, when  he  had  recovered  his  health 
he  re-enlisted  in  the  same  company  and 
served  until  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  honorably  discharged  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  in  June,  1865.  He  was  mus- 
tered out  there  and  received  his  discharge 
papers  in  Davenport,  Iowa.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  participated  .in  the  grand  re- 
view in  Washington,  where  the  victorious 
army  marched  through  the  streets  of  the 
city  amid  the  cheers  of  a  grateful  people. 
He  had  taken  part  in  a  number  of  hotly 
contested  engagements  and  was  always  a 
most  loyal  and  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Lnion  cause.  When  the  war  was  over 
he  returned  to  his  home  and  resumed  the 
pursuits  of  civil  life  again,  engaging  in 
Ijrick  making.  In  more  recent  years, 
howe\'er,  he  has  entirely  put  aside  that 
business  and  now  concentrates  his  en- 
ergies upon  his  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing interests. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1873,  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  Mr.  Linkins  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Hutson,  who 
was  born  February  16,  1852,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Martha  Cath- 
arine (Neff)  Hutson.  The  father  came 
to  Burlington  from  Ohio  in  1835,  walk- 
ing all  the  way  accompanied  by  another 
young  man.     He  finally  settled  in  Union 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


267 


township,  Des  Moines  county,  where  he 
lived  imtil  after  the  war,  in  which  he 
served  as  a  loyal  defender  of  the  Union. 
In  1868  he  removed  to  New  London, 
Henry  county,  and  for  many  years  was 
a  respected  and  w^orthy  resident  of  that 
village.  His  death,  however,  occurred 
in  Missouri  in  1904,  when  he  was  eighty- 
four  years  of  age.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Linkins  have  been  born  five  children: 
Laura  B.  is  the  wife  of  Harrison  Wood- 
ruff, of  Illinois.  Louella  is  the  wife  of 
Wilson  Jackson,  a  resident  of  AA'eaver, 
Lee  county,  Ivinnia  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Carter,  of  New  London  township.  W'il- 
liam  P.,  residing  in  New  London,  mar- 
ried Maggie  Fetterland.  Fred  is  a  stu- 
dent in  the  district  schools. 

The  family  have  a  pleasant  and  attract- 
ive home  upon  the  farm  in  Baltimore 
township,  which  Mr.  Linkins  purchased 
a  third  of  a  century  ago.  All  of  the  im- 
provements there  have  been  made  by 
himself.  He  even  remodeled  his  house, 
doing  all  of  the  carpenter  work  save  to 
.  the  amount  of  about  twenty-one  dollars. 
He  is  a  natural  mechanic  and  his  ability 
in  this  direction  enables  him  to  keep  ev- 
erything about  his  place  in  good  repair. 
Politically  he  is  an  earnest  republican,  but 
without  aspiration  for  office.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Protestant 
church  and  has  taken  an  active  and  help- 
ful part  in  its  work,  serving  as  class  leader 
and  also  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  He  likewise  affiliates  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  has  been  adjutant  ([uarter- 
master,  assistant  quartermaster  and  in 
fact  has  held  nearly  all  of  the  offices  in  the 
organization.      Public      opinion      is      not 


divided  concerning  the  character  of  Mr. 
Linkins.  who  has  made  a  creditable 
military  record  and  has  been  found  loyal 
in  citizenship  at  all  times,  reliable  in 
business  and  faithful  in  friendship. 
The  strong  and  salient  traits  of  his 
character  are  those  which  in  every  land 
and  clime  aw'aken  confidence  and  respect. 
He  having  at  all  places  and  times  proved 
himself  a  man. 


EDWARD   E.    TAFT. 

Edward  E.  Taft.  a  dealer  in  sto\-es  and 
tinware  in  Mount  Pleasant,  having  a  well 
equipped  establishment,  which  is  accorded 
a  liberal  patronage  by  reason  of  the  busi- 
ness methods  of  the  owner,  which  neither 
seek  nor  require  disguise,  is  a  native  son 
of  this  city,  born  on  the  yih.  of  February, 
1858.  His  parents  were  Titus  A",  and 
Kate  (Edwards)  Taft,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  The  father's  birth  occurred  June 
4,  1806,  and  he  came  to  Henry  county. 
Iowa,  in  the  early  '40s.  locating  in  Mount 
Pleasant  when  this  city  was  a  small  vil- 
lage. Here  he  opened  a  little  general 
store,  but  suffered  loss  by  fire  during  what 
is  known  as  the  Tiffany  conflagration, 
and  did  not  resume  business  in  that  line. 
He  afterward,  however,  conducted  a  shoe 
shop  and  was  the  owner  of  several  small 
farms,  but  lived  practically  retired  from 
i860.  He  was.  however,  closely  associ- 
ated with  the  pn\gress  and  imi)rovement 
of  Mount  Pleasant  for  many  years,  and 
laid  out  several  additions  to  the  city,  buy- 
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ing  the  ground  and  subdividing  it  into 
town  lots.  He  not  only  contributed  to  the 
material  welfare,  but  also  aided  in  the  in- 
tellectual and  moral  progress  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  church,  con- 
tributing generously  toward  the  erection 
of  the  house  of  worship  and  acting  as 
deacon  of  the  church  for  many  years.  He 
died  February  22,  1889,  and  his  remains 
were  buried  in  the  old  cemetery.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  December  22,  181 5, 
passed  away  on  the  22d  of  February, 
1878,  being  at  that  time  sixty-two  years 
of  age.  There  were  two  children  of  this 
union,  but  the  elder  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  was  twice  married.  Miss  Edwards 
becoming  his  second  wife. 

Edward  E.  Taft,  reared  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools,  and  afterward  contin- 
ued his  studies  in  Howe's  Academy,  thus 
becoming  well  equipped  for  life's  practi- 
cal and  responsible  duties.  When  he  left 
school  he  learned  the  tinner's  trade,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Mr.  Crane,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  serving  a  two  years'  apprentice- 
ship, and  he  afterward  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  trunks,  following  that 
pursuit  for  several  years,  but  gradually 
he  merged  his  establishment  into  a  tin 
shop,  and  about  1881  concentrated  his 
energies  entirely  upon  such  a  business.  In 
1882  he  began  handling  Royal  Oak  stoves. 
He  was  first  located  on  East  Monroe 
street,  but  his  store  there  was  destroyed 
by  fire  on  the  25th  of  June,  1905,  and 
he  resumed  business  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Washington  streets,  having-  there  one 
of  the  best  and  largest  tin  stores  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  but  at  present  has  a  large  double 


store  on  East  Monroe  street.  He  also 
handles  furnaces  and  heating  and  cooking 
stoves  in  connection  with  tinware,  and 
has  an  extensive  trade,  which  is  indicative 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the  general 
public,  and  also  proves  his  fair  and  hon- 
orable methods  in  all  business  transac- 
tions. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Whittaker  &  Taft,  a  recently  formed 
partnership,  handling  farm  implements 
and  vehicles. 

In  March,  1878,  Mr.  Taft  was  married 
to  Miss  Emma  J.  McClarran,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  February  11,  1854, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
McClarran.  William  McClarran  was 
born  in  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania, 
April  12,  1820,  grew  up,  and  in  Pennsyl- 
vania married  Mary  Dougherty,  July 
4,  1844,  and  there  followed  black- 
smithing.  In  the  spring  of  1855  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Mount  Pleasant,  and 
followed  his  trade  during  his  life,  dying 
December  7,  1887.  He  was  a  republican, 
and  served  as  sheriff  of  Henry  county. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in 
the  Methodist  church,  and  Mrs.  McClar- 
ran survived  her  husband  until  about 
1900.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children.  John,  who  served  in  the  Civil 
war,  died  in  1895,  leaving  six  children. 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Daugh- 
erty,  of  Rock  Island,  Iowa.  Emma  J.  is 
now  Mrs.  Taft.  William,  living  in  Au- 
rora, Illinois,  married  Anna  Butterfield, 
and  has  three  children.  Frank  married 
Laura  Land,  has  a  large  family,  and  lives 
in  Aurora.  Ella  is  head  lady  in  a  corset 
factory  in  Aurora.  Milton,  living  in  Rock 
Island,  Iowa,  married  Lillie  Barnhouse, 
now  deceased,  and  has  two  children.    Hat- 
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tie  is  the  wife  of  W^illiam  Tate,  of  Hous- 
ton. Texas,  and  has  four  children.  ]\Ivra 
is  the  wife  of  Lafayette  Burnett,  of  Au- 
rora, Illinois,  and  has  five  children. 

Mrs.  Taft  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  and  both  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  w-ell  known  in  social  circles  in  Mount 
Pleasant.  They  live  upon  a  part  of  the 
old  home  lot  formerly  owned  by  his 
father,  Mr.  Taft  having  erected  his  house 
in  1880.  Unto  him  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  seven  children,  and  the  family 
circle  yet  remains  unbroken  by  the  hand 
of  death.  Claude  is  now  assisting  in  his 
father's  store.  Kate  is  the  wife  of  James 
Thompson,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  has  a 
daughter.  Edna,  who,  however,  is  called 
Eunice.  Ralph,  who  is  employed  in  the 
scraper  works  at  Aurora,  Illinois,  married 
Sadie  Mitchell  and  has  one  child,  Claude. 
Ethel  is  at  home.  Hazel,  Vera  and  Myra 
are  all  students  in  the  public  schools. 

Mr.  Taft  has  ever  given  his  support  to 
the  democracy,  following  in  his  father's 
footsteps  in  this  direction.  The  latter 
served  as  alderman  of  Mount  Pleasant  for 
several  terms,  but  Edward  Taft  has  no 
aspiration  in  that  direction,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business 
affair.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  and  fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Odd  Fellow^s,  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
Court  of  Honor.  He  has  always  been 
very  successful  in  business  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  representatives  of  commercial  in- 
terests in  this  city.  He  is  a  pleasant  man. 
gentlemanly  in  deportment,  courteous  in 
his  treatment  of  others,  and  in  his  mercan- 
tile career  has  won  a  gratifying  and  well 
merited  measure  of  success. 


PROF.  BE.XJAMIX  LAVELLE 
COZIER, 

Professor  Benjamin  Lavelle  Cozier,  a 
man  of  broad  scientific  and  literary  attain- 
ments, was  for  many  years  principal  of 
the  public  schools  of  Mount  Pleasant  and 
left  the  impress  of  his  individuality  upon 
the  intellectual  development  and  progress 
of  this  city  and  section  of  the  state.  He 
was  born  near  Springfield,  Ohio,  March  14, 
1833,  a  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (Carter) 
Cozier.  The  father  was  owner  of  a  lum- 
ber mill  and  was  also  a  contractor,  sup- 
plying in  that  capacity  large  amounts  of 
lumber  ad  ties  to  the  railroad  companies 
during  the  construction  of  their  lines.  He 
acquired  considerable  wealth,  but  lost 
heavily  by  fire  and  later  removed  to  the 
\-icinity  of  Findlay,  Iowa,  where  he  turned 
his  attention  to  agriculaural  pursuits. 
There  the  members  of  the  family  are 
buried. 

Professor  Cozier  was  one  of  thirteen 
children  and  in  the  public  schools  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  until  fourteen  years  of 
age.  when  he  entered  the  Springfield  Acad- 
emy, while  subsequently  he  matriculated 
in  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware, 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  and  the  honors  of  the 
class  of  1854.  He  excelled  in  his  class  as 
a  linguist  and  mathematician  and  had  the 
record  of  solving  every  mathematical  yivoh- 
lem  in  his  course — a  record  that  has  not 
since  been  equaled.  Following  his  gradu- 
ation, he  was  elected  to  a  position  in  the 
Pittsburgh  Female  College,  where  he 
taught  for  one  year,  and  on  resigning  he 
came  to  low-a  in  1856,  here  entering  ujwn 
the  study  of  law  in  Mount  Pleasant.     He 
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^^•as  thus  engaged  when  on  the  24th  of  Au- 
gust, 1863,  he  enhsted  for  service  with 
the  Fourth  Iowa  Battery.  The  command 
was  on  duty  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  there  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged July  14,  1865.  He  contracted 
inflammatory  rheumatism  owing  to  the  ex- 
posures and  hardships  of  w^ar  and  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health  was  made  lieutenant 
quartermaster,  which  position  he  filled 
with  much  credit  to  himself  and  the  satis- 
faction of  his  superiors. 

Following  his  return  to  the  north.  Pro- 
fessor Cozier  engaged  in  teaching  in  Mount 
Pleasant  and  for  thirteen  years  was  the 
principal  of  the  high  school  and  also  su- 
perintendent of  the  city  schools.  Fie  in- 
stituted many  needed  reforms  and  progres- 
sive movements.  During  that  time  he 
graded  the  schools  and  brought  about  many 
other  progressive  steps  whereby  the  pub- 
lic school  system  of  Mount  Pleasant  was 
l)rought  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency. 
The  cause  of  education  in  this  city  owes 
much  to  his  efforts  and  is  yet  benefiting 
by  the  stimulating  effect  of  his  labors  and 
the  high  ideals  which  he  introduced  in 
public  education  here.  Because  of  ill 
health  Professor  Cozier  resigned  and 
turned  his  attention  to  the  drug  business 
but  after  a  short  time  became  a  furniture 
merchant,  in  which  line  he  continued  suc- 
cessfully for  ten  years.  He  was  ever  a 
student,  however,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
capable  and  learned  botanists  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  He  read  broadly,  consid- 
ered deeply  and  continually  added  to  his 
knowledge  through  research,  experiment 
and  in\'estig"ation.  He  was  a  gentleman  of 
wide  scientific  and  literaiy  attainments  and 
was  indeed  a  helpful  factor  in  the  intel- 


lectual   development  of  this  part  of    the 
state. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  1869,  Professor 
Cozier  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta  L. 
Florv',  of  Mount  Pleasant,  who  survives 
him.  Her  parents  were  George  W.  and 
Phoebe  (Shadel)  Flory.  Her  father  was 
bor  at  Hagestown,  Mai'yland,  in  18 10, 
and  as  a  young  man  went  to  Ohio,  being 
married  in  Loudonville,  that  state,  on  the 
4th  of  Alarch,  1841.  They  resided  near 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  where  Mrs.  Cozier  was 
born,  the  father  having  charge  o  fthe  mills 
there.  He  came  to  Mount  Pleasant  June 
8,  1854,  and  was  at  first  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, but  afterward  took  charge  of 
the  Oakland  flouring"  mills.  In  later  years 
he  retired  from  active  business  life,  sj^^end- 
ing  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  well  earned  rest.  His  death  occurred 
October  2,  1898,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  July  4,  1896.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  of  whom  Francis  Marion 
^vas  killed  at  the  battle  of  Atlanta  in  1864. 
None  of  the  family  are  now  living,  with 
the  exception  of  Mrs.  Cozier,.  In  religi- 
ous faith  they  were  Lutherans  and  lived 
in  consistance  with  their  belief. 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Cozier  were  mem- 
bers of  St.  Michael's  Episcopal  church 
and  he  served  as  secretary  of  the  vestry  for 
many  years  and  was  lay  reader  of  tlie 
church  for  a  long  time.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  act- 
ing as  second  commander  of  McFarland 
Post.  He  also  belonged  to  Xenium  Lodge, 
No.  207,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, and  for  seven  consecutive  years  was 
worshii:)ful  master  and  also  acted  as  its 
secretary.  He  was  likewise  a  member  and 
secretary  of  Hemw  Chapter,  No.  7.  Royal 
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Arch  ]\Ia?ons,  and  secretary  of  Jerusalem 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  for  about 
twelve  years,  while  Mrs.  Cozier  has  been 
a  memljer  of  the  Eastern  Star  since  its 
first  institution,  being  a  charter  member 
of  Bethdehem  Chapter,  and  was  conductress 
ten  years,  matron  two  years  and  is  now 
secretaiy  and  is  also  past  associate  grand 
matron  and  has  held  other  offices.  She 
has  also  been  active  in  the  Woman's  Relief 
Coq^s,  and  in  the  local  corps  has  been 
secretary  for  se\'en  years,  treasurer  seven 
vears.  and  at  present  is  its  president,  while 
in  the  Department  of  Iowa  she  was  depart- 
ment treasurer  for  two  years  and  also 
chairman  of  the  executive  board  the  fol- 
lowing year.  He  departed  this  life  August 
7,  1904,  leaving  behind  him  the  record  of 
an  honorable  life  fraught  with  good  deeds 
and  a  helpful  spirit  toward  his  fellow 
men.  While  he  never  sought  prominence 
in  political  circles,  he  stood  as  an  exponent 
of  loyal  and  progressive  citizenship  and  of 
indi\-idual  development  and  progress  and 
his  life  was  an  exemplification  of  the  prin- 
ciples in  which  he  believed.  Mrs.  Cozier 
still  resides  in  ^Nbjunt  Pleasant  and  for 
many  years  has  been  an  active  member  of 
the  Ladies'  Library  Association  of  which 
she  is  now  serving  as  treasurer.  She  took 
a  helpful  part  in  the  building  of  the  Car- 
negie Library,  the  ladies  contributing  one 
thousand  dollars  on  the  lot  and  six  thou- 
sand volumes  as  a  nucleus  for  the  present 
excellent  library,  while  on  the  day  of  dedi- 
cation they  presented  a  beautiful  clock 
that  cost  one  hundred  and  twenty-fi\e  dol- 
lars. Mrs.  Cozier  still  lives  in  the  home 
of  her  parents,  which  was  afterward  the 
home  of  herself  and  husband,  a  fine  old 
brick  residence  on  South  Jefferson  street. 


ELW^OOD  HOLADAY. 

For  more  than  a  half  century  Elwood 
Holaday  has  been  a  resident  of  Henry 
county.  It  was  here  that  he  was  born,  his 
birthplace  being  in  Salem  township,  his 
natal  day  June  27,  1850.  He  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
North  Carolina,  tracing  his  ancestry  back 
to  James  and  Nellie  Holaday,  who  were 
natives  of  that  state.  Their  son,  Abram 
Holaday,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  became  a 
farmer,  following  that  pursuit  in  the  state 
of  his  nativity  until  his  removal  to  Orange 
county.  Indiana,  where  he  again  carried 
on  general  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
afterward  removed  to  Park  county,  Indi- 
ana, where  he  owned  land  and  improved 
a  farm,  making  it  his  place  of  residence 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1844. 
He  had  been  married  in  North  Carolina 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Dicks,  also  a  native  of 
that  state  and  for  many  years  she  was  a 
faithful  companion  and  helpmate  to  him 
on  life's  journey.  Following  his  demise 
she  went  to  Kansas,  where  she  lived  with 
one  of  her  children  until  her  death  in 
1871. 

William  Holaday,  father  of  Elwood 
Holaday,  was  born  in  Orange  county, 
Indiana,  and  was  there  reared  in  a  fron- 
tier district  amid  the  usual  scenes  and 
environments  of  pioneer  life.  He  wedded 
Miss  Malinda  Woody,  who  was  born  in 
Lawrence  county.  Indiana,  a  daughter  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  (Crawford)  Woody. 
who  were  natives  of  North  Carolina  but 
removed  in  an  early  day  to  the  Hoosier 
state.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Holadav  occurred  April  5.  1S49, 
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after  which  they  drove  from  Indiana  to 
Henr}^  county,  Iowa,  being  eleven  days 
upon  the  way.  Their  destination  was 
Salem  township  and  here  Mr.  Holaday 
rented  land  for  several  years,  but  during 
that  period  owned  two  lots  and  a  house  in 
Salem,  where  he  conducted  a  tannery  for 
some  time.  Eventually  he  bought  a  farm 
in  Jackson  township,  where  he  and  his 
wife  made  their  home  for  eight  years.  On 
disposing  of  that  property.  Air.  Holaday 
purchased  land  north  of  Salem,  where  he 
carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
for  fourteen  years  and  then  again  sold 
out.  .  He  next  bought  eighty-two  and  a 
half  acres  on  section  6.  Salem  township, 
wdiich  had  been  originally  covered  with 
timber,  but  at  that  time  was  improved. 
There  he  made  his  home  throughout  his 
remaining  days,  his  death  occurring  on 
the  nth  of  April,  1885.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  February  14,  1820,  still  resides 
upon  that  place  with  her  son  Elwood.  In 
the  family  were  but  two  children,  the 
daughter  being  Elizabeth,  who  became 
the  wife  of  J.  H.  Maxwell,  of  Tippecanoe 
township  and  who  died  in  May,  1884. 

Elwood  Holaday  has  always  resided 
with  his  mother,  he  owning  the  old  home 
place,  which  comprises  eighty-two  and  a 
half  acres  of  good  farm  land.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  was 
trained  to  farm  labor  under  the  direction 
of  his  father.  He  is  progressive  yet  prac- 
tical in  all  of  his  work  and  his  fields  are 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  so  that 
he  annually  harvests  good  crops.  Here 
he  also  raises  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  and 
keeps  high  grade  animals.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  a  wide-awake,  alert  and  enter- 
prising business  man. 


On  the  13th  of  February,  1879,  Mr. 
Holaday  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Louisa  Lamm,  who  was  born  in  Tippe- 
canoe township  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Keziah  (Denney)  Lamm, 
who  were  natives  of  North  Carolina.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Holaday  now  have  a  daughter 
and  two  sons:  Florence  C,  who  was 
born  December  2,  1881 ;  R.  F.,  born 
February  14,  1883;  and  \\^illiam,  March 
18,  1885.  Mrs.  Holaday  died  May  16, 
1889.  They  were  members  of  the  society 
of  Friends  and  she  was  buried  in  the 
church  yard  at  Salem.  Mr.  Holaday  is 
recognized  as  a  stahvart  supporter  of 
republican  principles  and  a  leader  in  local 
ranks  of  his  party.  He  has  filled  all  of 
the  township  offices  w^th  the  exception  of 
that  of  assessor  and  for  nine  years  was 
township  trustee.  The  duties  of  these 
positions  he  has  discharged  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity,  reflecting  credit  upon 
himself  and  giving  entire  satisfaction  to 
his  constituents. 


PAYTON  W.  COOK. 

Payton  W.  Cook,  carrying  on  general 
farming  on  section  5,  Salem  township, 
where  he  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
is  a  native  son  of  this  township,  having 
been  born  on  the  15th  of  April,  1842.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  Eli  and  Eliza- 
beth (Denney)  Cook,  natives  of  Ohio, 
who  in  the  year  1836  came  to  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  settling  in  Salem  township, 
where  Mr.  Cook  entered  land  from  the 
government.     He  thus  became  the  owner 
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of  many  acres  northwest  of  Salem  and  he 
also  obtained  possession  of  large  holdings 
in  Salem  township.  He  had  thirteen 
children,  to  all  of  whom  he  gave  land 
with  the  exception  of  one  son,  who  went 
to  California  and  was  never  heard  from 
again.  He  was  closely  associated  with 
early  pioneer  development  in  his  part  of 
the  state  and  when  he  passed  away  in 
May,  1874,  the  community  mourned  the 
loss  of  a  representative  pioneer.  He  had 
survived  his  wife  for  onl}^  a  brief  period, 
her  death  having  occurred  in  February, 

1874. 

John  Cook,  son  of  Eli  Cook  and  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Ohio  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Henry  county  in  1836. 
Here  he  assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of 
developing  new  land  and  converting  it 
into  a  productive  farm.  In  Salem  town- 
ship he  wedded  Miss  Sarah  Wilson,  a 
native  of  Indiana  and  a  daughter  of  Pay- 
ton  and  Hannah  (Holliday)  Wilson,  the 
former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  lat- 
ter of  North  Carolina.  Payton  Wilson 
came  to  Henry  county  in  1837  and  he, 
too,  entered  land  from  the  government, 
securing  claims  in  Salem  and  Tippecanoe 
townships  and  adding  to  his  property 
until  his  landed  possessions  aggregated 
over  five  hundred  acres.  There  were 
eight  children  in  his  family,  to  each  of 
whom  he  gave  a  part  of  his  land.  Plis 
home  place  was  situated  on  section  3, 
Salem  township.  It  was  entirely  unim- 
proved when  he  entered  it,  but  his  per- 
sistent labor  and  well  directed  diligence 
transformed  it  into  a  good  farm,  upon 
which  he  lived  until  his  death  on  the  Tst 
of  March,  1868.  His  wife  passed  away 
on  the  4th  of  February,  1858.    After  their 


marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Cook  settled 
upon  a  farm  near  Salem,  but  afterward 
removed  to  Tippecanoe  township,  where 
he  resided  for  a  few  years.  Later  they 
again  took  up  their  abode  in  Salem  town- 
ship and  Mr.  Cook  gave  his  attention  to 
general  agricultural  pursuits  up  to  the 
time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred  Febru- 
ary 26,  1890.  His  wife  survived  him  for 
about  fourteen  years,  her  death  occurring 
December  31,  1904. 

Payton  W.  Cook  is  the  eldest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  sons  and  two  daughters  and 
eight  of  the  number  are  yet  living,  four 
being  residents  of  Henry  county.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  days  under  the  parental 
roof  and  mastered  the  common  branches 
of  learning  by  attending  the  district 
schools.  In  the  summer  months  he 
worked  in  the  fields  and  he  remained  with 
his  father  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when 
he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  on 
a  tract  of  rented  land,  being  thus  engaged 
for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  purchased  twenty  acres  on  section  31, 
Tippecanoe  township,  but  ne\'er  moved 
into  that  place.  He  afterward  bought 
eighty  acres  on  section  4,  Salem  township 
and  resided  there  for  five  years.  In  1881 
he  sold  that  property  and  invested  in 
ninety-two  acres,  which  had  once  been 
covered  with  timber  but  was  all  cleared  at 
that  time.  He  has  since  added  to  the 
property  until  he  now  owns  two  hundred 
acres  on  section  5,  Salem  townshi]),  where 
he  carries  on  general  farming  and  also 
raises  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  He  has 
good  grades  of  stock  upon  his  place  and 
his  annual  sales  bring  a  gratifying  finan- 
cial return.  He  also  produces  good  crops 
and  has  a  well  ecjuipped  farm,  where  the 
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result  of  care  and  well  directed  effort  are 
plainly  visible. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1861,  Mr. 
Cook  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Bales, 
who  was  born  in  Salem  township,  April 
2,  1845,  '^  daughter  of  Curtis  and  Mary 
(Johnson)  Bales,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Indiana.  Her  father  was  a  son 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Thornburg)  Bales, 
who  were  likewise  natives  of  the  Hoosier 
state.  The  maternal  grandparents,  how- 
ever, were  Jonathan  and  Hannah  John- 
son, natives  of  North  Carolina.  Mrs. 
Cook  was  a  public  school  student  in  Salem 
township  and  has  a  wide  and  favorable 
acquaintance,  many  of  her  friends  having 
known  her  from  her  early  girlhood  days 
to  the  present.  By  this  marriage  there 
have  been  born  five  children :  Lillie  A. 
became  the  wife  of  Havila  Corsbie  and 
after  his  death  married  Murray  Corsbie, 
brother  of  her  first  husband,  their  home 
being  now  in  Nebraska.  Grant,  who  was 
born  in  1864  and  resided  in  Salem  town- 
ship, died  in  1894.  Charles  B.  is  living 
in  Grundy  county,  Missouri.  Nellie  is 
the  wife  of  Edward  Lee,  of  Salem  town- 
ship. William  H.  is  still  upon  the  old 
home  farm. 

Mr.  Cook  is  a  birthright  Quaker  and 
has  always  maintained  his  allegiance  to 
the  Society  of  Friends.  He  votes  with 
the  Republican  party  and  was  elected  and 
served  for  one  term  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
but  he  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the 
sense  of  office  seeking,  preferring  to  leave 
office  holding  to  others,  while  he  concen- 
trates his  attention  and  energies  upon  his 
business  affairs  in  order  to  provide  a  com- 
fortable living  for  his  family  and  a  com- 
petency for  old  age. 


SOLOMON  PAUL  STEPHENSON. 

Solomon  Paul  Stephenson,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  grain  and  lumber  business 
at  Olds,  controlling  a  trade  of  extensive 
proportions,  was  born  in  Wayne  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  on  the  29th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1870,  his  parents  being  Oliver  and 
Mary  (Johnson)  Stephenson.  His  father 
came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in  1847. 
In  that  year  the  cholera  was  raging 
throughout  the  country  and  several  of  the 
relati\-es  were  buried  while  the  party  were 
journeying  to  the  west.  They  soon  pur- 
chased land  in  Jefferson  county,  where 
they  resided  until  1866,  when  they  came 
to  Henry  county.  Oliver  Stephenson  had 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  covered 
with  dense  brush  in  Jefferson  county  and 
had  cleared  and  improved  that  tract.  In 
1866  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  18,  Wayne  township,  to 
which  he  afterward  added  another  quar- 
ter section.  He  likewise  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  Wallace  county, 
Kansas,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Kearney  county,  Nebraska,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Buena  Vista  county, 
Iowa,  and  another  sixty  acres  on  section 
33,  Wayne  township.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  all  of  this  property  with 
the  exception  of  the  quarter  section  in 
Kearney  county,  Nebraska,  which  he  had 
sold.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stephenson  were  eleven  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  still  living,  while  Arthur  died 
in  infancy  and  Melvin  died  in  childhood. 
Those  who  still  survive  are  as  follows : 
Tillie  became  the  wife  of  John  E.  Lindell, 
who  resided  on  a  farm  about  two  miles 
and   a   quarter  east  of   Swedesburg,   but 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


277 


who  died  in  January,  1905  ;  Caroline  is 
the  wife  of  Rev.  Christian  Swenson,  a 
minister  now  Hving  in  Mechapolis,  Iowa ; 
Charles  is  the  next  of  the  family ;  Clara  is 
the  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  Brynolf  Wester- 
Innd.  also  a  preacher  who  has  charge  of  a 
church  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota ;  Solomon 
P.  of  this  review^;  Archie  Oliver,  who  is 
living  in  Olds ;  Alma  and  Etta,  both  resid- 
ing in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota ;  George,  who 
is  a  student  in  the  University  of  Chicago 
and  makes  his  home  with  Solomon  P. 
Stephenson.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  July  16,  1898,  at  the.  age  of  sixty- 
four  years  and  the  mother  died  August 
26,  1 89 1,  aged  fifty-four  years. 

Solomon  P.  Stephenson  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  near  his  home  and 
in  Augustana  Business  College  at  Rock 
Island,  Illinois,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1895. 
A\'hen  he  had  put  aside  his  text-books  he 
joined  his  brother,  Charles,  in  business  at 
Buena  Vista.  Iowa,  in  the  control  of  a 
general  mercantile  store,  which  they  con- 
ducted for  seven  or  eight  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  they  removed  to 
Winfield.  where  they  again  conducted  a 
general  store  and  at  the  same  time  they 
engaged  in  the  elevator,  grain  and  lum- 
ber business  at  Olds,  S.  P.  Stephenson 
having  charge  of  their  interests  in  Win- 
field  and  Charles  Stephenson  at  Olds.  In 
1903,  however,  they  sold  their  interests  in 
the  former  place  and  concentrated  their 
energies  upon  the  development  of  the 
business  at  Olds.  Their  trade  has  reached 
large  proportions  and  the  proprietors  are 
numbered  among  the  prominent  business 
men  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

On  the  22nd  of  September,  1897,  Mr. 


Stephenson  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Florence  Morgan,  also  a  native  of 
Wayne  township,  Henry  county.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson  has  been  born  a 
daughter,  Lurene  Janette.  who  was  born 
Noveml)er  2,  1902.  The  parents  occupy 
an  enviable  position  in  social  circles  and 
their  own  pleasant  home  is  justly  cele- 
brated for  its  gracious  and  pleasing  hos- 
pitality. In  his  business  career  Mr. 
Stephenson  has  ever  been  watchful  of 
opportunities  and  by  their  utilization  has 
made  steady  and  gratifying  progress 
toward  the  goal  of  affluence.  Realizing 
that  close  application  and  indefatigable 
energy  constitute  the  real  basis  of  success 
he  has  worked  persistently  and  energet- 
ically as  the  years  have  gone  by  and 
although  he  is  yet  a  comparatively  young 
man  he  is  also  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Wayne  township.  Mr. 
Stephenson  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  church  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch 
republican.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
party  and  in  March,  1905,  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  mayor,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. 


ISAIAH  T.  IRWIX. 

Isaiah  T.  Irwin,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war  and  a  representative  farmer  of  Scott 
township,  was  born  in  Belmont  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1844,  rep- 
resenting one  of  the  old  families  of  that 
part  of  the  state.  His  father.  George 
Irwin,  was  also  born  in  Belmont  county, 
as  was  his  wife,   who  bore  the  maiden 
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name  of  Elizabeth  Campbell.  She  be- 
longed to  one  of  the  prominent  repre- 
sentative families  of  that  part  of  the  state, 
the  Campbells  being  represented  in  the 
United  States  senate  and  in  congress.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  John  Campbell, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  Ohio, 
taking  an  active  part  in  shaping  the  policy 
of  the  commonwealth  and  represented 
Ohio  in  the  United  States  senate. 

George  Irwin  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
who  also  owned  and  operated  a  saw  mill 
in  Ohio,  being  connected  with  industrial 
pursuits  in  Belmont  county  until  his  re- 
moval to  Iowa,  in  185 1.  He  took  up  his 
abode  in  Lee  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
carpentering  for  six  years  and  on  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  he  removed  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  was  identified 
with  building  operations  until  1867.  In 
that  year  he  retired  from  active  connec- 
tion with  his  trade  and  bought  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Scott  township,  on  which 
he  successfully  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  life's  labors 
were  ended  in  death  in  1883.  His  wife 
also  remained  upon  the  old  homestead 
until  her  demise  in  1885.  In  their  family 
were  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters. 

Isaiah  T.  Irwin,  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth,  was  a  student  in  the  public  schools 
of  Lee  and  of  Henry  counties  and  re- 
mained upon  the  home  farm  with  his  par- 
ents up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  on  the  6th  of  August, 
1875,  Miss  Jane  Reed  becoming  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Mary 
(Bennett)  Reed,  who  came  to  Iowa  in 
1849.  A  year  later  they  returned  to  Ohio. 


but  after  three  years  once  more  came  to 
this  state,  so  that  Mrs.  Irwin  was  reared 
here,  acquiring  her  preliminary  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  Henry  countv, 
while  later  she  attended  Howe's  Acad- 
emy, in  Mount  Pleasant.  The  marriage 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  has  been  blessed 
with  nine  children :  Lulu,  a  resident  of 
Nebraska ;  Glenn,  also  of  Nebraska ; 
Clara  and  Nellie,  who  are  teaching 
school;  Myrtle,  Gladys,  Harry,  Gilbert 
and  George,  all  of  whom  are  at  home. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Irwin  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  in  Scott  town- 
ship, whereon  he  lived  for  six  years.  He 
then  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  five  years  and  upon  his 
return  to  Iowa  he  sold  his  first  place  and 
bought  eighty  acres  on  section  28.  Here 
he  has  built  a  house  of  seven  rooms  and 
.also  a  barn  for  the  shelter  of  hay  and 
stock,  forty  by  fifty  feet.  He  has  replaced 
the  hedge  fences  by  wire  fencing  and  has 
added  many  modern  equipments,  so  that 
he  now  has  a  splendidly  improved  prop- 
erty from  which  he  annually  harvests 
good  crops.  He  also  raises  and  feeds 
cattle  and  has  about  thirty-five  head  of 
Poland  China  hogs.  He  also  has  four 
horses  used  in  working  the  farm. 

Mr.  Irwin  has  devoted  his  entire  life 
to  agricultural  pursuits  save  for  the  pe- 
riod spent  in  the  Civil  war.  In  March, 
1862,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Sev- 
enteenth Iowa  Infantry,  but  was  rejected 
on  account  of  his  youth,  being  then  but 
seventeen  years  of  age.  He  afterward 
went  to  Missouri,  however,  and  succeeded 
in  joining  Company  D,  Second  Missouri 
Cavalry,  which  was  assigned  to  service  in 
the  western  division  and  with  which  he 
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continued  until  March,  1865.  He  proved 
a  valuable  and  loyal  soldier,  never  falter- 
ing in  the  performance  of  any  duty,  and 
in  March,  1865,  was  mustered  out  at  St. 
Louis,  after  which  he  returned  to  Mount 
Pleasant  and  soon  resumed  his  farming 
operations.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  His 
labors  have  been  guided  by  practical  judg- 
ment and  supplemented  by  keen  business 
discernment  and  as  the  years  have  gone 
by  he  has  won  a  fair  measure  of 
prosperity. 


ARTHUR  ENDERSBY. 

Arthur  Endersby,  who,  through  his  ca- 
pable control  of  extensive  and  important 
business  interests  has  become  one  of  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  Henry  county,  so  that 
he  is  now  enabled  to  live  a  retired  life, 
was  born  in  Crampton,  England,  March 
II,  1835.  His  parents,  Benjamin  and 
Eliza  (Buck)  Endersby,  were  also  na- 
tives of  that  country,  the  former  born  in 
1796  and  the  latter  in  181 1.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  1841 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in  an 
old-time  sailing  vessel,  taking  up  his 
abode  in  Hillsboro,  Iowa,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  store  in  connection  with  his 
brother.  His  brother,  William  Endersby, 
was  in  the  Indian  war  of  England.  After 
living  in  Hillsboro  for  a  time  Benjamin 
Endersby  removed  to  Van  Buren  county, 
where  he  spent  his  last  days  upon  a  farm. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Chris- 


tian church,  died  in  Hillsboro,  and  both 
were  laid  to  rest  in  Bayles  cemetery.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  named : 
Arthur;  Elizabeth,  who  married  George 
Sturdivant  but  both  are  now  deceased ; 
William,  who  was  for  three  months  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Hillsboro;  Sarah  Ann,  who  died 
of  diptheria  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years; 
Edmond,  who  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany D,  Fourteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
died  May  18,  1862,  after  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  his  death  oc- 
curring at  Bonaparte,  Iowa,  from  the  ef- 
fect of  measles  and  the  later  exposure 
during  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson ;  Mrs. 
Isabelle  Chandler,  who  died  and  is  buried 
in  Leonard,  Kansas;  Mary,  who  died  at 
the  home  of  her  brother  Arthur  when  six- 
teen years  of  age;  John,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  Oben,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years;  Sarah  Ann,  who  is  living  in  Okla- 
homa ;  and  Lucretia,  of  Linn  county, 
Kansas,  who  married  William  Crawshaw, 
who  died  in  the  fall  of  1905. 

Arthur  Endersby  was  a  public  school 
student  in  England  and  also  continued 
his  studies  in  the  schools  of  Hillsboro, 
Iowa,  subsequent  to  the  removal  of  the 
family  to  America.  He  afterward  re- 
mained with  his  father  upon  the  home 
farm  until  he  had  attained  his  majority 
and  in  1857  he  went  to  California  in 
search  of  gold.  Just  prior  to  his  sojourn 
in  the  west  he  was  married  on  the  15th 
of  November,  1856,  to  Anna  Mary 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
April  15,  1841,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
David  Smith.  Her  parents  were  of  Eng- 
lish descent  but  were  born  in  Ohio  and  in 
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185 1  Mr.  Smith  brought  his  family  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Van  Biiren  county.  He 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade  but  after  com- 
ing to  this  state  turned  his  attention  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  At  a  later  date  he 
removed  to  Rice  county,  Kansas,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years, 
having  long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed 
away  in  Lee  county,  Iowa.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  seven  children,  of  Avhom  four 
are  living :  Pamelia,  the  wife  of  Fred 
Endersby,  a  half-brother  of  Arthur  En- 
dersby,  and  a  resident  of  Oklahoma ;  Eliz- 
abeth, the  wife  of  Joseph  Weeks,  living 
at  Salem  with  her  father-in-law ;  Lide, 
who  married  Emory  Criswell.  of  Mis- 
souri; and  DaN'id,  who  married  Mary 
Beason  and  lives  in  Kirksville.  Missouri. 
Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr. 
Smith  wedded  a  Miss  Buckles  and  had 
three  children :  \\"illiam  and  his  sister, 
who  are  residents  of  Kansas ;  and  Emma, 
deceased.  Mrs.  Endersby  died  May  18, 
1905,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Bayles,  now 
known  as  Plea.sant  Grove  cemetery,  her 
death  being  deeply  regretted  by  man}' 
friends  whom  she  had  won  through  her 
many  excellent  traits  of  heart  and  mind. 
She  had  become  the  mother  of  twelve 
children :  Susan  Elizabeth,  born  in  Lee 
county,  Iowa.  November  11,  1858,  is  the 
wife  of  George  Hixson,  of  Colorado,  and 
has  four  children,  Loren,  Rex.  Ryan  and 
Verna.  Alvadus  Oben,  born  in  Van  Bu- 
ren  county,  April  21,  1861,  wedded  Mary 
Cook,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Vic- 
tor and  Darrell,  their  home  being  in  Al- 
berta, Canada.  Arthur  E.,  born  in  Van 
Buren  county,  December  21,  1863.  iii^r- 
ried  May  Shannon,  resides  in  Canada  and 
has  two  children.    Ulvsses  Smith,  born  in 


Van  Buren  county,  November  2,  1865, 
and  now  living  in  eastern  Oregon,  mar- 
ried Ella  Harlan,  and  has  five  children, 
Claude,  Sadie,  Valentine,  Edmond  and 
an  infant  daughter.  Vincent  C,  born  in 
Van  Buren  county,  Alay  5,  1868,  died 
September  19,  1887,  and  was  buried  in 
Bayles  cemetery.  William  E.,  born  in 
Van  Buren  county,  August  10.  1870, 
lives  in  eastern  Montana.  Robert  L.,  born 
January  25,  1873,  died  on  the  20th  of 
February  following.  Alonzo  D.,  born 
January  31,  1874,  is  residing  in  Montana. 
Leonidas,  born  in  Van  Buren  county,,  on 
June  18.  1876,  attended  the  Bloomfield 
(Iowa)  College,  was  there  taken  ill  and 
died  ^Nlarch  17,  1895,  ^is  remains  being 
interred  at  Bayles.  Lorenzo  N..  born  in 
V^an  Buren  county,  January  24,  1878. 
married  Goldie  Horn  and  lives  in  Van 
Buren  county.  Octavia  N.,  born  in  Van 
Buren  county,  September  10,  1880,  is  act- 
ing as  her  father's  housekeeper.  David 
Benjamin,  born  September  18,  1883,  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Bonaparte  College  and 
died  April  i,  1903. 

Mr.  Endersby  is  a  democrat  and  has 
served  as  road  supervisor  and  was  elected 
as  justice  of  the  peace  but  would  not  qual- 
ify for  that  office.  His  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  church,  and  was  a 
most  estimable  lady.  Mr.  Endersby  has 
resided  in  Hillsboro  since  March.  1905, 
owning  a  beautiful  home  in  the  northern 
part  of  that  village.  He  also  has  four 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  Van  Buren  county,  and  placed  all 
of  the  improvements  upon  that  property 
except  the  house.  He  was  quite  an  ex- 
tensive cattle  and  hog  feeder,  and  raised 
manv  fine  Clvdesdale  horses.       He  sold 
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sixty-five  at  his  sale  in  1897.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Farmers'  and  Traders'  Bank  of  Hillsboro. 
He  and  his  youngest  son  have  an  interest 
in  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  good 
land  in  \Mnnipeg,  Canada.  Mr.  En- 
dersby  is  now  living  retired,  enjoying  a 
well  earned  rest.  He  was  for  many  years 
actively  connected  with  agricultural  in- 
terests and  by  his  close  application,  ca- 
pable management  and  earnest  purpose 
he  won  a  gratifying  measure  of  pros- 
perity and  now  in  possession  of  a 
comfortable  competence,  is  enjoying  a 
well  earned  rest  in  Hillsboro,  while  a 
large  circle  of  warm  friends  in  this  part 
of  Iowa  esteem  him  for  his  genuine 
worth  and  admire  him  for  what  he  has 
accomplished.  After  leaving  the  farm  he 
\vith  his  wife  made  a  trip  through  Colo- 
rado, spending  one  summer  there  and  the 
following  winter  in  Des  Moines,  and  then 
li^-ed  in  Bonaparte  for  three  years  and  af- 
ter a  time  on  a  farm  again  came  to  Hills- 
boro, where  he  bought  a  home. 


EDMUND  ENDERSBY. 

The  name  of  Endersby  has  been  closely 
and  honorably  associated  with  the  history 
of  Henry  county  through  many  years.  Ed- 
mund Endersby  of  this  review  was  born 
in  Crampton,  Bedfordshire,  England,  on 
February  26,  1827,  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Sarah  (Ibbs)  Endersby,  wdio  w^ere 
also  natives  of  England.  In  the  year 
1832  his  parents  came  to  America,  taking 
passage  on  a  sailing  vessel  which  weighed 


anchor  at  Liverpool  and  reached  the  har- 
bor of  Xew  York  after  a  voyage  of  nine 
weeks.  The  father  had  conducted  a  tavern 
in  England  and  on  coming  to  the  new 
w^orld,  he  settled  in  Jacksonville.  Illinois, 
upon  a  farm,  where  he  lived  for  nine 
years.  In  1841  he  came  to  low^a  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  near  Hillsboro,  upon  a 
part  of  which  Edmund  Endersby  is  now 
living.  The  father  lived  in  Hillsboro  for 
three  years,  keeping  a  general  store  in 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Benjamin. 
He  then  sold  out  and  went  on  a  farm  west 
of  Hillsboro,  where  he  lived  for  several 
years,  then  sold  it  and  went  to  Texas,  liv- 
ing there  for  some  time.  He  then  came 
to  the  "half-breed  tract,"  in  Lee  county, 
where  he  farmed  for  a  number  of  years, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Sioux  City, 
where  his  death  occurred  three  or  four 
years  later.  He  was  eighty-four  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  Hillsboro  in  August, 
1 841,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Hillsboro 
cemetery,  while  Mr.  Endersby's  remains 
were  interred  near  Sioux  City.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  w'as  first  a  w^hig  and  af- 
terward a  .democrat,  and  both  he  and  his 
wafe  were  members  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. In  their  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren :  ^^'illiam,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Fligg- — both  are  deceased ;  Frederick,  first 
married  Ellen  Holiday  and  later  Margaret 
^lontgomery,  of  Hillsboro,  and  all  have 
passed  away:  Sarah,  who  died  in  Eng- 
land in  infancy;  Sarah,  the  second  of  the 
name,  who  died  in  England ;  Edmund,  of 
this  review ;  Susanna,  the  widow  of 
(ieorge  Chapman  and  a  resident  of  Jef- 
ferson, low^a;  and  Elizabeth  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Dr.  Cottle  and  resides  in  l^iirHeld. 
Fowa. 
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Edmund  Endersby  was  educated  in 
Morgan  county.  Illinois,  near  Jackson- 
ville, and  remained  upon  his  father's  farm 
in  Illinois  and  at  home  in  Hillsboro  until 
he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
as  a  farmer  on  the  farm  west  of  Hills- 
boro. He  was  married  November  27, 
1847,  to  Miss  Charity  E.  Graham,  who 
was  born  in  Indiana.  December  4,  1826. 
and  was  a  daughter  of  John  \\\  and 
Alaria  E.  (Long)  Graham,  the  former  a 
native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Joseph 
Graham,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
as  was  her  brother  Jonathan.  It  was 
Jonathan  Graham  who  poured  the  water 
on  the  powder  house  in  Kentucky  when 
the  Indians  were  trying  to  fire  it,  so  as  to 
burn  the  city  and  the  port  of  Harrisburg. 
Joseph  Graham,  the  grandfather,  was  a 
pioneer  minister  in  Kentucky  and  Indi- 
ana, and  he  afterward  preached  in  Coles 
county,  Illinois,  during  its  early  settle- 
ment, his  death  there  occurring.  His 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Rhoda 
Canut.  John  W.  Graham,  father  of  Mrs. 
Endersby,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  removed  to  Coles  county,  Illinois, 
during  the  early  girlhood  of  his  daugh- 
ter Charity.  There  his  death  occurred  in 
1839.  when  he  was  forty  years  of  age. 
In  the  following  year  his  widow  came  to 
Iowa  and  afterward  married  Andrew  F. 
Simons,  who  followed  farming  in  Henry 
county.  There  were  two  children  of  this 
marriage:  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Alfred 
Giauque,  of  Nebraska;  and  William,  de- 
ceased. There  were  also  two  children  by 
the  mother's  first  marriage:  Charity  E., 
now  Mrs.  Endersby;  and  Benjamin  K. 
Graham,  who  died  at  the  ajje  of  ten  vears. 


The  half-brother,  ^^'illiam  Simons,  died 
at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  from  the  effect  of 
disease  contracted  in  the  Civil  war.  In 
politics  Mr.  Graham  was  a  democrat  and 
both  parents  were  members  of  the  ]\letho- 
dist  church.  L^nto  Air.  and  Airs.  Endersby 
have  been  born  six  children,  all  born  in 
Van  Buren  county :  Emily,  born  August 
31,  1848.  became  the  wife  of  Charles 
Hutchison,  but  died  later;  Sarah  Maria, 
born  July  29,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  David 
Perry,  of  Belleville,  Kansas,  and  had  four 
children :  Edmund,  now  deceased ; 
Charles,  of  Kansas,  who  is  married  and 
has  one  child;  Carleton,  also  of  Kansas; 
and  Mary,  who  is  living  with  her  mother ; 
George  Albert  Endersby,  born  July  3, 
1856,  and  living  in  Van  Buren  county, 
married  Josie  Starky,  and  after  her  death 
wedded  Dell  Frazier.  By  his  first  wife  he 
had  two  children  :  Alary  Lucile.  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Robbins,  by  whom  she  has  a  son, 
Harold ;  and  George  A.  Endersby,  Jr. ; 
Mary  Ellis  Endersby,  born  October  27, 
4858,  died  May  2,  1862;  John  F.  En- 
dersby, born  July  19,  1861,  died  Sep- 
tember 23,  1868;  Albert  E.,  born  No- 
vember 5,  1869,  married  Aliss  Sophia 
Bennett  and  has  one  child.  Melvin  E. 
Endersby,  their  home  being  in  Van  Bu- 
ren county. 

In  his  political  views  Edmund  Enders- 
by has  always  been  a  stalwart  republican 
and  has  been  called  to  various  township 
offices.  His  wife  is  a  sincere  and  de- 
voted member  of  the  Christian  church.  In 
1900  he  remo\-ed  to  Hillsboro,  where  they, 
now  occupy  a  nice  cottage  and  Mr.  En- 
dersby is  living  retired  from  active  farm 
labor.  He  owns  two  hundred  and  sev- 
entv  acres  of  land  in  Van  Buren  county. 
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whereon  his  youngest  son  now  resides. 
He  has  Hved  continuously  in  Iowa  since 
coming-  to  this  state  in  1841,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  years  spent  in  CaHfornia, 
beginning  in  1852,  making  his  home  in 
Henry  and  Van  Buren  counties.  He  has 
always  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits,  leading  an  active,  useful  life  so 
that  he  is  enjoying  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  his  fellow  men. 

He  and  his  wife  have  traveled  life's 
journey  happily  together  for  over  fiftv- 
eight  years  and  they  are  yet  enjoying 
good  health  and  good  spirits,  belonging 
to  that  class  of  citizens  who  shed  around 
them  much  of  life's  sunshine.  In  all  busi- 
ness relations  Mr.  Endersby  has  been 
honorable  and  straisfhtforward. 


MATHIAS  AXDERSOX. 

Mathias  Anderson,  who  is  living  on 
section  34,  A\'ayne  township,  where  for 
many  years  he  has  devoted  his  energies 
to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  has  now 
passed  the  seventy-seventh  milestone  on 
life's  journey  and  is  a  respected  and  ven- 
erable gentleman,  who  is  entitled  to  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  men  by  reason  of 
what  he  has  accomplished,  for  he  started 
out  in  life  empty-handed  and  without  any 
advantages  to  aid  him.  He  was  born  in 
Sweden  on  the  23d  of  November.  1828, 
his  parents  being  Andrew  and  Mary  C. 
Anderson.  He  never  had  any  school 
privileges,  but  in  the  hard  school  of  ex- 
perience, where  all  sooner  or  later  become 


students,  he  learned  many  valuable  les- 
sons. He  was  only  ten  years  of  age  when 
he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world  by  working  at  farm  labor  and 
he  was  thus  employed  as  the  years  went 
by.  so  that  his  youth  was  a  period  of 
earnest  and  unremitting  toil.  He  contin- 
ued his  service  as  a  farm  hand  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1857,  when  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Hilda  C.  Tunquist.  He  had 
come  to  America  in  1855  and  following 
his  marriage  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Jef- 
ferson county,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at 
farm  labor  for  three  years.  He  then  re- 
moA-ed  to  Henderson  county,  Illinois,  and 
four  years  later,  in  1864,  arrived  in 
\Va}'ne  township,  Henry  county.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  carefully  hoarded  his 
earnings  with  the  desire  to  accumulate 
enough  to  purchase  a  farm  and  here  he 
invested  his  savings  in  forty  acres  of  land 
on  section  34.  It  was  then  a  tract  of  wild 
prairie,  but  soon  his  labors  transformed  it 
into  a  richly  cultivated  farm.  He  built 
a  house  and  barns  and  otherwise  im- 
proved the  place  and  he  now  carries  on 
general  farming,  raising  the  cereals  best 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  two  chil- 
dren :  Olive,  who  is  the  wife  of  Franc 
Olson,  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Scott 
township;  and  Phenie,  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Lauger,  a  resident  farmer  of  \\'ayne 
township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  now 
live  together  at  their  pleasant  home  and 
have  traveled  life's  journey  as  man  and 
wife  for  almost  a  half  century.  He  votes 
with  the  Republican  jxarty  and  belongs 
to  the  Lutheran  church.  Starting  in  life 
as  he  did  without  any  advantages  to  aid 
him  he  has  made  a  splendid  record  in  the 
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business  world  through  honest}'  and  in- 
dustry and  is  now  in  possession  of  a  com- 
fortable competence. 


CAPTAIN  LOT  ABRAHAAI. 

The  broad  prairies  of  Iowa  have  fur- 
nished splendid  opportunities  to  the  agri- 
culturist, and  taking  advantage  of  the  nat- 
ural resources  of  the  state  in  this  regard 
have  been  many  men  of  excellent  business 
capacity,  keen  discernment  and  untiring 
industry,  who,  through  the  utilization  of 
the  opportunities  here  afforded,  have  ad- 
vanced to  a  position  of  affluence,  if  not  of 
wealth.  To  this  class  belongs  Captain 
Abraham,  now  recognized  as  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  of  Center  township, 
Heni-y  county.  Moreover,  he  is  an  hon- 
ored veteran  of  the  Civil  Avar  and  is  a 
vecognized  leader  in  republican  circles.  He 
stands  as  a  high  type  of  our  American 
manhood,  manifesting  business  integrity, 
public-spirited  citizenship,  and  due  regard 
for  man's  obligations  to  his  fellow  man. 

Captain  Abraham  was  born  in  Butler 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  i8th  of  April,  1838, 
a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (McCue)  Abra- 
ham. When  three  years  of  age  he  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Center  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  his  father  purchasing 
land  on  section  35,  where  the  son  still  re- 
sides. John  Abraham,  however,  was  not 
long  permitted  to  enjoy  his  new  home, 
being  called  to  his  final  rest.  He  left  a 
widow  with  seven  small  children,  one  of 
whom  was  born  subsequent  to  the  father's 


demise.  With  most  commendable  courage 
and  resolution,  Mrs.  Abraham  kept  her  lit- 
tle flock  together  until  her  sons  and  daugh- 
ters had  attained  adult  age  and  were  able 
to  care  for  themselves.  The  educational 
advantages  of  the  locality  were  poor  and 
the  "temple  of  learning"  was  but  a  log 
building.  Through  broad  reading,  general 
observation  and  experience,  however, 
Captain  Abraham  has  obtained  a  good 
education.  Being  the  eldest  son,  he  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  and  was  yet  a 
young  lad  wdien  brought  before  the  busi- 
ness world.  After  he  had  attained  his 
majority  he  and  his  brother  began  -pur- 
chasing the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  home  property,  and  to  the  further  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  the  land 
Captain  Abraham  devoted  his  time  and 
attention,  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war  in  t86i. 

He  then  enlisted  for  three  years'  serv- 
ice as  a  private  of  Company  D.  Fourth 
Iowa  Cavalry.  \\'lthin  six  months,  how- 
ever, he  had  been  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant,  having  passed  through 
the  intermediate  grade  of  orderly  sergeant. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  he  had  become  cap- 
tain. The  regiment  first  went  with  Curtis 
through  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  later 
participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
was  with  Sherman  on  the  ^Meridian  expe- 
dition in  February,  1864.  In  1864  Captain 
Abraham  was  on  active  duty  under  Gen- 
erals Sturgis  and  Smith,  and  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  made  a  trip  after  Price 
through  Missouri.  He  then  re-enlisted 
\\ith  his  company  for  three  years  more 
and  from  there  received  his  \-eteran  fur- 
lough, and  in  1865  returned  to  Nashville, 
but  was  too  late  for  the  battle  there.     His 
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command  was  then  attached  to  Wilson's 
cavalry  corps,  and  from  that  point  started 
on  the  Georgia  campaign.  Captain  Ahra- 
ham  was  prominent  in  his  command,  and 
General  Upton  in  his  report  says  of  him : 
"The  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  dismounted, 
under  Captain  Lot  Abraham,  passed 
through  the  breach,  turned  to  the  right, 
charged  the  redoubt,  capturing  ten  guns, 
and  then  sweeping  across  the  bridge  with 
the  flying  rebels,  captured  two  howitzers 
loaded  with  cannister.  Mounted  com- 
panies from  the  same  regiment  followed 
in  the  rear  of  Captain  Abraham,  and  after 
crossing  the  bridge  turned  to  the  right 
and  charged  in  flank  the  works  at  the 
lower  bridge.  *  *  *  Captain  Lot 
Abraham,  Company  D,  Fourth  Iowa,  for 
his  gallantry  at  Columbus,  Georgia.  April 
15,  1865,  and  at  Selma,  Alabama,  April  2, 
1865.  is  recommended  for  brevet  major." 
These  extracts  are  from  pages  four  sev- 
enty-one, four  seA-enty-five  and  four  sev- 
enty-seven of  volume  forty-nine  of  the 
official  reports  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
On  page  four  eighty-two  of  the  same  vol- 
ume General  Winslow  says :  'T  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  rank  of  major 
by  brevet  be  conferred  on  Captain  Lot 
Abraham,  Company  D,  Fourth  Iowa  Cav- 
alry. This  officer  has  frequently  displayed 
great  courage,  handled  his  command  in  a 
very  gallant  manner  at  Columbus  and 
Selma,  captured  a  four-gun  battery  at 
Selma  repulsing  the  enemy  in  his  attempt 
to  recover  it."  Also  complimentary  men- 
tion is  found  in  other  places  of  the'  war 
reports  concerning  Captain  Abraham's 
service.  Following  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties he  was  sent  to  Washington,  Georgia, 
where  he  paroled  Wheeler's  ca\alry.  spend- 


ing two  months  there  in  charge  of  the  gov- 
ernment property.  He  also  had  charge 
of  the  archives  of  the  Confederacy  and 
sent  car  loads  of  such  material  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  He  was  discharged  at  At- 
lanta, August  8,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home,  Captain  Abra-- 
ham  soon  began  independent  farming,  pur- 
chasing one-half  of  the  old  homestead,  to 
which  he  added  from  time  to  time  until 
he  owned  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  but 
he  has  since  sold  one-half  of  this  to  his 
son.  He  has  Ijeen  a  prominent  stock-raiser 
and  feeder  and  his  live  stock  has  found 
ready  sale  on  the  market.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  making  a  specialty  of  breeding 
registered  Hereford  cattle,  he  having  pur- 
chased eighteen  of  Captain  Beckwith's  reg- 
istered white-faced  females,  and  has  prob- 
ably the  best  anirfial  in  the  county  to  head 
his  herd,  and  pure  bred  Duroc  Jersey 
hogs. 

Captain  Abraham  is  recognized  as  a 
distinguished  republican  leader  in  his  dis- 
trict, active  in  support  of  the  party,  while 
his  labors  are  most  effective  in  advancing 
i^-s  interests.  He  has  served  for  a  num- 
ber of  times  as  chairman  of  the  Central 
County  Committee  and  has  put  forth  ef- 
fective effort  in  securing  the  nominations 
of  good  candidates.  He  was  nominated 
and  elected  in  1881  to  the  senate,  serving 
from  1882  until  1884,  being  a  member 
of  that  body  during  the  last  session  held 
in  the  old  capitol  and  the  lirst  in  the  new 
capitol.  He  was  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee on  agriculture  and  four  other  com- 
mittees, including  that  on  prohibition.  Me 
was  elected  on  the  republican  ticket,  but 
was  known  as  an  ardent  advocate  of  pro- 
hibition principles.     He  took  a  most  ac- 
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tive  and  helpful  part  in  passing  the  pro- 
hibitory law  in  1884  and  was  also  active  in 
his  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  state.  He  also  became 
widely  known  through  his  efforts  to  pre- 
vent the  acceptance  of  passes  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  thereby  placing 
themseh-es  under  obligations  to  further 
legislative  movements  for  the  benefit  of 
the  railroad  companies,  often  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  public  at  large.  \Vhile  not 
holding  ofiice  since  his  retirement  from 
the  senate.  Captain  Abraham  has  never 
faltered  in  his  efforts  to  benefit  his  state 
and  country'  by  his  active  political  work 
and  he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  republican  party  in  Henry  county. 
He  has,  moreover,  wide  and  favorable  ac- 
quaintance in  Grand  Army  circles,  his 
membership  being  in  McFarland  Post,  No. 
20,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which 
he  has  served  as  commander.  For  many 
years  he  has  attended  the  state  encamp- 
ments and  is  an  active  worker  in  behalf 
of  the  interests  of  the  old  soldiers.  He 
was  likewise  a  delegate  to  the  national 
encampments  at  ^Minneapolis,  Pittsburg, 
Cleveland  and  San  Francisco,  and  in  a 
private  capacity  has  attended  many  other 
meetings  of  the  national  body  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Captain  Abraham  was  married  in  1865, 
soon  after  his  return  from  the  war,  to  ]\Iiss 
Sarah  C.  Alden,  a  sister  of  John  B.  Alden, 
a  well  known  publisher  of  New  York  city. 
She  was  killed  in  a  runaway  accident, 
August  5,  1888,  leaving  three  daughters 
and  a  son.  John  G.,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  Ames  Agricultural  College,  married 
Miss  Alice  Barger  and  is  now  a  well 
known     farmer     of     Jackson     township. 


Sarah,  who  was  also  educated  at  Ames 
College,  is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Waugh, 
an  extensive  rice  planter  living  near  Gal- 
veston, Texas.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  George 
Wright  and  resides  in  Jackson  township. 
Kate  is  the  wife  of  Morton  Bourne,  of 
Long  Beach,  California.  For  his  second 
wife  Captain  Abraham  chose  Mrs.  Mary 
E.  Blacker,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Blant. 
She  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Ohio, 
where  she  resided  until  the  time  of  her 
marriage  to  Captain  x\braham  on  the  22c\ 
of  October,  1891.  They  now  have  one 
son,  Frank  P. 

Captain  Abraham  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Christian  church.  He  believes  in 
Christianity  without  creed,  recognizing 
that  the  true  spirit  of  religion  is  found  in 
Biblical  teaching  and  not  in  its  interpre- 
tation l3y  men.  He  has  been  an  extensive 
traveler,  visiting  eveiw  state  and  territory- 
of  the  Union  and  also  the  Canadian  prov- 
inces. He  has  likewise  traveled  abroad, 
visiting  England,  France,  Switzerland, 
Italy  and  other  sections  of  Europe,  also 
Syria,  Palestine  and  Eg}-pt.  He  has  been 
a  close  and  careful  observer  of  the  forms 
and  customs  of  the  various  people  whom 
he  has  met  and  through  travel  and  read- 
ing has  become  a  broad-minded,  intelli- 
gent man.  He  possesses,  moreover,  a  re- 
tentive memory  and  his  mind  is  stored 
with  many  interesting  reminiscences  of  his 
trips.  He  has  over  four  hundred  camera 
views  of  different  scenes,  a  portion  of 
which  he  has  had  made  into  stereopticon 
slides  for  the  entertainment  of  himself  and 
friends.  Captain  Abraham  is  always  in 
touch  with  the  progress  of  the  times  in 
business  life,  in  political  thought,  in  re- 
ligious sentiment  and  in  the  general  move- 
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ment  of  the  world  toward  a  higher  civiH- 
zation,  and  he  has  been  a  forceful  factor 
in  molding  public  thought  and  opinion, 
leaving  the  impress  of  his  individuality 
for  good  upon  many  lines  of  thought  and 
activity. 


JAMES  H.  REED. 

James  H.  Reed,  who  has  always  lived 
upon  the  farm  which  is  naw  his  home. 
which  is  situated  in  Wayne  township,  and 
as  a  native  son  of  Henry  county  and  one 
of  its  representative  agriculturists  he  well 
deserves  mention  in  this  volume.  His 
natal  day  was  October  28,  1859,  and  he 
is  descended  from  old  families  of  Mary- 
land, his  paternal  grandparents,  John  and- 
Nancy  (Marshall)  Reed,  having  both 
been  natives  of  Maryland.  William  A. 
Reed,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1842  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Washington  county,  Iowa,  the  family 
home  being  established  on  a  farm  in 
Crawford  township.  There  he  was  reared 
amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life  and 
assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  develop- 
ing a  new  farm.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  up  to  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Huston,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  Clark  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
(Ellis)  Huston,  the  former  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Reed  had  come  to  Iowa  with  her  parents 
in  1839,  settling  in  Henry  county  but 
the  following  year  her  father  entered  land 


in  Washington  county.  She  was  trained 
to  the  duties  of  the  household  and  was 
thus  well  c|ualified  to  take  charge  of  a. 
home  of  her  own  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  began  their 
domestic  life  in  Wayne  township.  Henry 
county,  ^vhere  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  11. 
This  was  wild  prairie,  unimproved  by  any 
building,  and  not  a  furrow  had  been 
turned  but  the  breaking  plow  soon  turned 
the  sod  and  in  due  course  of  time  good 
crops  were  harvested.  He  first  broke  a 
small  amount  of  prairie  but  increased 
the  amount  each  year  until  the  entire 
place  was  under  cultivation.  He  also 
built  a  little  log  house,  eighteen  feet 
square,  and  lived  in  true  pioneer  style, 
remaining  in  the  cabin  home  until  1856, 
when  the  log  house  was  torn  down  and 
a  frame  residence  of  six  rooms  was 
erected,  this  building  being  thirty-six  by 
forty-six  feet.  He  hauled  the  lumber 
from  Burlington,  it  taking  nearly  two 
days  for  the  trip  over  muddy  roads,  for 
while  there  is  no  richer  or  more  product- 
ive land  for  the  cultivation  of  crops  with 
the  rain  upon  the  black  soil  the  highways 
are  often  rendered  almost  impassable.  In 
those  early  days  he  would  haul  wheat  to 
Skunk  River  to  have  it  ground  into  Hour. 
It  was  a  long-  distance  to  mill  and  mar- 
ket, but  much  of  the  ])n)ducts  for  home 
consumption  were  produced  upon  the 
farm.  Deer  were  to  be  seen  in  great 
herds  and  there  were  wild  lnrke\s  and 
prairie  chickens,  so  that  the  settler  who 
was  a  good  shot  had  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining a  plentiful  supply  of  fresh  meat 
for  the  table.  There  were  also  timber 
wolves,    wild   cats,    Knx   and   other   wild 
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animals,  showing  that  civiHzation  had  not 
advanced  far  at  that  time.  He  built  a 
prairie  stable  and  also  a  horse  barn  about 
the  time  he  erected  the  house.  There  were 
no  churches  or  schools  in  this  vicinity 
but  hospitality  reigned  supreme  in  the 
pioneer  homes  and  the  settlers  were  al- 
w^ays  willing  to  assist  each  other  in  any 
way  possible.  The  farm  machinery  was 
somewhat  crude  and  much  of  the  labor 
now  done  by  improved  agricultural  im- 
plements was  then  performed  by  hand. 
Mr.  Reed  carried  on  general  farming  and 
also  raised  stock  and  as  the  years  passed 
by  he  prospered  in  his  undertakings.  The 
marriage  of  ]\Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  Reed  which 
was  celebrated  in  February,  1856.  was 
blessed  with  nine  children :  Eliza,  the 
wife  of  Clinton  T.  Hall ;  John,  of  Henry 
county;  ^^'illiam.  who  died  at  the  age  of 
five  years ;  Xancy,  at  the  age  of  four 
years;  James  H.,  of  this  review;  Vashti 
M.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Huntsberry ;  Eliz- 
abeth, the  wife  of  C.  R.  Miller ;  Margery, 
who  died  in  infancy ;  and  Alice,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years.  The  death  of 
the  father  occurred  on  the  26th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1903.  and  thus  passed  away  one 
of  the  honored  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
county,  who  did  much  to  assist  in  the 
early  and  substantial  development  of  this 
part  of  the  state.  He  was  a  typical  pio- 
neer resident,  willing  to  endure  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  of  frontier  life  in  or- 
der to  make  a  good  home  for  his  family 
and  at  the  same  time  he  contributed  to  the 
work  of  public  progress  and  improve- 
ment. His  w^idow  still  sur\'i\es  him  and 
now  resides  in  Winfield. 

James  H.  Reed  has  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  the  farm  \\here  he  }'et  makes  his 


home,  having  been  reared  to  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  and  after  putting  aside 
his  text-books  giving  his  entire  attention 
to  the  further  development  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  fields.  In  his  early  youth  he 
attended  the  common  schools  and  after- 
^^"ard  continued  his  studies  in  Howe's 
Academy.  In  all  his  farm  work  he  has 
been  practical,  methodical  and  progres- 
si\'e.  accomplishing  much  by  perseverance, 
unfaltering  determination  and  sound 
judgment.  He  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  1904.  He  also  owns  eighty 
acres  adjoining  on  the  east.  He  carries 
on  general  farming  and  also  raises  horses, 
cattle  and  hogs.  He  has  the  place  well 
tiled,  so  that  the  land  is  very  productive 
and  he  annually  harvests  good  crops.  He 
has  remodeled  the  house,  put  a  cellar  un- 
der it,  has  good  barns,  corn  cribs  and 
sheds  and  in  fact  has  a  well  equipped  farm 
property  which  indicates  his  careful  su- 
pervision and  practical  methods. 

Mr.  Reed  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Martha  Shafer,  who  was  born  in 
Jackson  township,  Henry  county,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Adam  Shafer,  a  native  of 
\\'ilkesbarre,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Reed 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and 
is  an  estimable  lady,  who  has  made  many 
friends  in-  the  locality  in  which  she  re- 
sides. The  children  born  of  this  mar- 
riage are  as  follows :  Allen,  a  farmer  of 
Wayne  township,  Henry  county :  Elmer ; 
Jennie,  Leslie.  Roscoe,  Raymond,  Marie, 
and  Nettie,  all  at  home. 

Both  Mr.  and  Airs.  Reed  are  wideb- 
and favorably  kno\\n  in  the  community 
where  they  make  their  home  and  a  friend- 
1}'  spirit  has  rendered  their  home  a  hos- 
pitable one.  its  good  cheer  being  greatly 
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enjo}'ed  by  many  who  know  them.  They 
are  members  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
church,  and  Mr.  Reed  exercises  his  right 
of  franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Repubhcan  party,  with 
which  he  has  affihated  since  attaining  his 
majority.  He  has  worked  persistently 
day  after  day  in  the  conduct  of  his  busi- 
ness interests,  finding  ample  opportunity 
in  farm  labor  for  the  exercise  of  his  tal- 
ents and  his  industry  and  meeting  thereby 
the  success  which  is  the  just  reward  of 
earnest   labor. 


JOHX  EDGAR  PETERSOX. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  and,  at  tlie 
same  time,  one  of  the  most  versatile  busi- 
ness men  of  New  London  is  Mr.  Edgar 
Peterson,  born  in  the  state  of  Iowa  and 
educated  in  the  county  where  he  now 
lives,  his  interests  have  always  been  con- 
cerned in  the  welfare  and  in  the  prosper- 
ity of  his  native  city.  As  a  representa- 
tive business  man ;  as  an  active  and  earn- 
est worker  in  all  that  tends  to  promote  the 
best  interests  of  the  municipality  and  of 
the  individual.  Mr.  Peterson  stands  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  the  successful  business 
men  of  the  community. 

His  father,  Robert  Henry  Peterson, 
was  of  Scotch  extraction,  his  ancestors 
having  come  from  Scotland  several  gen- 
erations ago.  They  chose  Westmore- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  as  their  home 
and  here  Robert  Henry  was  born,  reared 
and  educated.     In  his  earlv  manhood  he 


was  a  farmer  and  a  school  teacher;  later, 
in  Iowa,  he  became  a  merchant.  In  1855 
he  went  to  Monroe  county  and  in  1871 
to  New  London.  He  wedded  Sarah  Eliz- 
abeth Shelleday  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children,  one  of  whom,  Robert 
Howard,  died  in  infancy.  The  three  now 
living  are  John  Edgar,  Ida  A.  and  Laura 
(Mrs.  W.  H.  Spurgeon),  who  resides  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  The  mother 
died  in  1882,  aged  forty-six  years  and  the 
father  passed  away  in  1897.  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years. 

John  Edgar  Peterson  was  born  in 
Monroe  county,  Iowa,  October  12,  1861, 
and  lived  there  until  he  was  nine  years 
of  age,  when  his  parents  moved  to  New 
London.  Here  in  the  public  schools  he 
obtained  his  general  education,  acquiring 
at  the  same  time  the  solid  foundation  for 
his  business  career  by  spending  his  spare 
time  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's  store.  Thus 
in  his  boyhood,  he  gained  an  insight  into 
business  methods  and  a  knowledge  of 
mercantile  life,  that  has  enabled  him  to 
become  the  successful  proprietor  where 
he  began  as  clerk. 

In  1889,  he  assisted  in  organizing  the 
business  of  the  old  bank  and  in  incor- 
porating the  institution  under  the  name 
of  the  New  London  Banking  Company. 
He  became  the  first  president.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  established  in  1900.  He 
became  vice  president  of  this  company 
and  still  continues  in  that  position.  '\\'hen 
the  Henry  Count}-  I'elephone  Company 
was  formed  he  was  one  of  the  promoters 
and  stockholders.  At  the  present  time 
he  is  vice  president  and  the  only  (Mie  of 
the    original   stockholders  left   with    tlie 
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company.  The  capital  stock  represented 
is  seventeen  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  and  the  company  controls 
lines  in  Des  Moines  and  Henry  counties 
and  has  connections  with  the  larger  cities. 

In  spite  of  his  other  manifold  enter- 
prises, John  Edgar  Peterson  has  always 
been  deeph*  interested  in  the  growth  and 
progress  of  New  London.  He  was  one 
of  the  men  most  instrumental  in  helping 
to  form  the  New  London  Lnpro\'ement 
Company,  which  in  1892  platted  all  the 
north  part  of  the  town,  laying  out,  at  that 
time,  eighty-five  lots.  The  New  London 
Land  Company  is  also  indebted  to  Mr. 
Peterson  as  one  of  its  originators.  Eighty 
lots  on  the  south  side  of  town  were 
platted  by  this  company.  The  Lynn  ad- 
dition of  forty  lots  on  the  northwest,  also 
the  Philpot  addition  of  forty  acre-tracts 
in  the  eastern  part  of  town  and  the  New- 
land  addition  of  about  forty  lots  were  laid 
out  by  the  Henry  County  Land  Company, 
of  which  Mr.  Peterson  was  one  of  the 
promoters.  j\Ir.  Peters(3n  is  also  inter- 
ested in  farm  lands  and  owns  some  fine 
tracts  in  London  township. 

Socially  J.  E.  Peterson  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge,  No. 
185,  of  New  London,  and  was  at  one 
time  a  trustee  of  the  local  lodge.  In  reli- 
gious matters,  Mr.  Peterson  is  a  member 
of  the  Alethodist  Protestant  church  in 
which  he  has  always  been  an  earnest  and 
efficient  worker,  while  for  many  years  he 
has  been  a  valued  trustee. 

On  September  28,  1886,  John  Edgar 
Peterson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Flor- 
ence Lee,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Lease)  Lee.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children :     Ruth,  Norma,  Glenn  and 


Mary.  The  three  older  children  are  in 
school  in  New  London. 

Mr.  Peterson  's  father  was  the  founder 
of  the  mercantile  concern  which  Mr.  Pe- 
terson now  owns.  It  was  incorporated 
in  January.  1904,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Peterson  is 
president  and  general  manager ;  Mrs.  J. 
E.  Peterson  is  vice  president ;  and  R.  H. 
Dameron  is  secretary. 

In  1902  and  '03  ]\Ir.  Peterson  built, 
upon  the  main  street  of  New  London,  a 
large  and  substantial  business  block  for 
the  accommodation  of  his  mercantile  in- 
terests. It  is  sixty  by  eighty  feet  and  is 
divided  into  three  departments.  On  the 
ground  floor  is  one  department  used  ex- 
clusively for  men's  and  boys'  clothing; 
another  for  ladies'  and  children's  shoes 
and  dry  goods  and  the  other  for  gro- 
ceries. On  the  upper  floor  is  a  line  of 
carpets,  cloaks,  wall  paper,  furnishings 
and  queensware. 

A  man  of  great  energy  and  business 
enterprise,  Mr.  Peterson  well  deserves 
the  esteem  and  high  regard  in  which  he 
is  held  by  his  fellow  men.  He  has  been 
one  of  the  promoters  of  many  of  the  lead- 
ing enterprises  connected  with  the  growth 
and  development  of  his  home  city.  By 
his  uprightness  in  business,  by  his  hon- 
orable private  life,  he  has  earned  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him. 


ROBERT  BARCLAY  COX. 

Robert  Barclay  Cox,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Salem  township,  represents  one  of  the 
old  families  of  New  England,  his  ances- 
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try  being  traced  back  to  John  Cox,  who 
was  one  of  three  brothers  who  came  to 
the  United  States  in  colonial  days.  They 
crossed  the  Atlantic  from  England,  their 
native  country,  and  John  Cox  settled  near 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  in  1725.  His 
brother  Isaac  afterward  returned  to  Eng- 
land, married  an  East  India  lady  and 
going  to  her  native  country  there  spent 
his  remaining  days.  The  third  brother, 
Thomas  Cox,  became  a  resident  of  South 
Carolina.  Benjamin  Cox,  son  of  John 
Cox  and  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  He  wedded 
Martha  Garretson,  also  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  state.  Their  son,  Jeremiah 
Cox,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  was  married 
three  times.  He  had  seven  children  by 
the  first  wife  and  three  by  the  second 
wife.  For  his  third  wife  he  chose  Cath- 
erine Morrison,  also  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  unto  them  were  born  eight 
children,  which  number  included  Robert 
Cox,  father  of  our  subject.  The  grand- 
parents had  removed  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  Indiana  and  it  was  where  the  city 
of  Richmond,  Indiana,  now  stands  that 
Robert  Cox  was  born  on  the  i8th  of 
July.  181 1.  He  lived  with  his  mother 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  his  father 
having  died  nine  years  previous.  On  the 
31st  of  August.  1837,  he  married  Miss 
Martha  Butler,  who  was  born  near 
Jamestown,  West  Virginia,  July  17.  18 18. 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Jane 
(Durham)  Butler,  who  were  born  in  Vir- 
ginia. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Cox  began 
their  domestic  life  in  Montgomery  county, 
Indiana,  and  unto  them  were  born  four 
sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  Robert 


Barclay  Cox  was  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth.  The  father  devoted  his  attention 
to  general  agricultural  pursuits  for  many 
years,  thus  providing  for  his  wife  and 
children.  His  last  days  were  spent  in 
Kokomo,  Indiana,  where  he  died  Novem- 
ber 16,  1892,  having  for  more  than  thir- 
teen years  survived  his  wife,  who  also 
passed  awav  in  Kokomo,  August  16, 
1879. 

Robert  B.  Cox,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  born  in  Darlington, 
Montgomery  county,  Indiana,  January  5, 
1847,  ^^^^  pursued  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  state.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  early  becoming  con- 
versant Avith  all  the  work  that  falls  to  the 
lot  of  the  agriculturist  as  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  improvement  of  the  home 
farm  in  Indiana.  He  lived  with  his  par- 
ents until  his  marriage  and  afterward 
spent  one  year  near  Plainfield,  Indiana, 
\Ahere  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school. 
He  then  removed  to  Dublin,  Wayne 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  was  emplo}-ed 
as  miller  in  a  gristmill  for  three  months, 
when,  thinking  that  he  might  enjoy  better 
business  opportunities  in  a  less  thickly 
settled  district  but  one  which  was  rapidly 
growing,  he  came  to  Iowa,  arriving  at 
Burlington  on  the  23d  of  March,  187 1. 
The  following  morning  he  went  to  Oska- 
loosa,  where  he  secured  employment  in  a 
woolen  mill,  being  thus  engaged  until  the 
succeeding  fall.  He  then  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Salem  township,  which  he  rented 
for  seven  years  and  the  capital  which  he 
saved  from  his  earnings  then  enabled  him, 
in  1879,  to  purchase  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  on  section  7.  Jackson  township,  of 
which  fifty-five  acres  was  timber,  while 
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the  remainder  was  improved.  He  has 
cleared  fifteen  acres  more  of  the  timber 
land  and  now  has  a  well  developed  farm 
property  on  which  he  has  placed  many 
modern  equipments  including  the  latest 
improved  machinery  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  fields.  He  has  built  two 
barns,  drilled  wells,  made  a  cellar  under 
the  house  and  has  fenced  his  place  and 
now  he  raises  various  kinds  of  grain  and 
also  cattle  and  hogs. 

It  was  on  the  i8th  of  October,  1869. 
that  Mr.  Cox  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Amanda  I.  Hayworth,  who  was 
born  near  Rural  Dale.  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio.  September  23,  1848,  and 
pursued  her  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Indiana,  to  which  state  she 
went  with  her  parents  when  about  six 
years  of  age.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
George  ^^^  and  Caroline  E.  (Kirk)  Hay- 
worth,  the  former  a  native  of  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of 
Muskingum  county,  Ohio.  Her  paternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Susanna 
(Mayfield)  Hayworth  and  her  maternal 
grandparents  were  Elisha  and  Catherine 
(Barr)  Kirk.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox 
have  been  born  three  daughters  and  one 
son :  Josephine,  who  was  born  October 
I,  1870,  and  died  July  7.  1871  ;  Lillus, 
who  was  born  August  10,  1872,  and 
became  the  wife  of  Carl  Hedges,  of 
Thorntown,  Indiana,  while  her  death 
occurred  February  18,  1903;  Gertrude, 
who  was  born  March  4,  1875,  and  is  the 
wife  of  Guy  Hedges,  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa ;  and  Walter,  who  was  born  April 
10,  1882,  and  is  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Cox  is  a 
republican  and  keeps  well  informed  on  the 


questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  so  that  he 
is  able  to  support  his  position  by  intelli- 
gent argument.  He  belongs  to  the  Soci- 
ety of  Friends  and  his  life  has  been  in 
consistent  harmony  with  his  professions. 
Li\-ing  at  peace  with  all  men  he  has  been 
honorable  in  his  business  dealings,  never 
taking  advantage  of  the  necessities  of 
others  in  a  trade  transaction  and  manifest- 
ing a  considerate  and  kindly  spirit  which 
has  won  for  him  the  high  respect  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 


HON.  WASHINGTON  MULLEN. 

Hon.  Washington  Mullen  is  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  productive  farms  of  Scott 
township,  whose  excellent  location  is  also 
one  of  its  attractive  features.  He  is  one 
of  the  enterprising  and  energetic  agri- 
culturists of  the  community  and  more- 
over is  well  known  in  political  circles,  be- 
ing recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent 
workers  in  the  Republican  party.  A  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  his  birth  occurred  in  Mont- 
gomery county  on  the  30th  of  June,  1838, 
and  he  is  descended  from  Virginia  ances- 
try. His  paternal  grandfather  was  Isaac 
Mullen,  who  was  born  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion and  was  married  there  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Haynes,  a  native  of  the  same 
state.  They  removed  to  Warren  county, 
Ohio,  where  Nathan  Mullen,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared.  Hav- 
ing reached  man's  estate  he  wedded  Miss 
Mary  A.  Borton,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  as  were  her  parents,  Edward  and 
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Alary  (Braddock)  Borton.  For  some 
time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  Mullen  re- 
sided in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio,  and 
then  thinking  to  have  better  business  op- 
portunities in  Iowa,  they  started  for 
Henry  county,  traveling  by  rail  to  New- 
London.  At  the  same  time  Washington 
Mullen  came  by  boat  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  landing  at  Keokuk  and 
bringing  with  him  the  household  goods 
and  live  stock  belonging  to  his  father.  He 
then  dro^•e  across  the  country  from  Keo- 
kuk to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  the  family 
remained  until  October,  when  they  took 
up  their  abode  in  Trenton,  Henry  county, 
the  parents  there  residing  until  1859.  In 
that  year  they  returned  to  Ohio,  continu- 
ing their  residence  in  the  Buckeye  state 
until  called  to  their  final  rest,  Mr.  Mullen 
departing  this  life  in  1881,  while  his  wife 
survived  until  1894.  In  their  family  were 
ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Washington  Mullen  is  the 
eldest.  One  brother  and  three  sisters  still 
survive,  the  brother  and  two  of  the  sis- 
ters being  residents  of  Ohio,  while  one 
sister  makes  her  home  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
Utah. 

Washington  Mullen  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  which 
he  attended  until  seventeen  years  of  age. 
when  he  came  to  Iowa,  as  before  de- 
scribed. In  May.  1856,  his  father  purchased 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
situated  in  the  northwest  part  of  Scott 
township.  Eighty  acres  of  this  has  since 
been  sold  and  subdivided  as  town  lots 
of  Winfield,  while  the  remaining  eighty 
acres  is  still  devoted  to  farm  purposes. 
Mr.  Mullen  of  this  review  returned  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents  and  remained  for 


six  months,  but  he  was  pleased  with  the 
west  and  its  business  opportunities  and 
returned  to  Henry  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  his  father  owned.  There 
was  a  house  of  two  rooms  upon  the  place 
which  is  now  used  as  a  corn  crib  and  in 
that  little  home  he  took  up  his  abode.  In 
the  fall  of  1862  he  built  a  barn,  twenty- 
four  by  thirty-four  feet,  and  in  1879 
he  replaced  his  first  house  by  a  large  ten- 
room  residence  built  in  modern  style  of 
architecure  and  supplied  with  many  mod- 
ern equipments  and  conveniences.  He  has 
enclosed  the  farm  with  a  fence  and  has 
the  entire  place  well  tiled.  There  are 
two  hundred  rods  of  hedge  fence  upon  the 
place,  while  the  remainder  is  woven  wire. 
He  also  has  a  cattle  barn,  thirty-two  by 
seventy  feet,  built  in  1893.  which  is  also 
used  for  hay.  A  deep  well,  seventy-two 
feet,  furnishes  an  abundant  supply  of 
water  which  is  pumped  by  a  windmill. 
His  farm  is  most  conveniently  located  and 
is  unsurpassed  in  productiveness  by  any 
tract  of  land  in  the  county.  The  entire 
place  lies  within  the  corporation  limits  of 
Winfield.  but  he  is  exempt  from  village 
taxation.  Everything  about  his  place  pre- 
sents a  well  kept  appearance,  indicating 
the  careful  supervision  of  the  owner,  who 
is  practical  and  systematic  in  his  busi- 
ness methods,  energetic  and  determined 
in  all  that  he  undertakes. 

On  the  6th  of  October,  1859.  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Washington  Mul- 
len and  Miss  Elizabeth  Felgar,  who  was 
born  in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  and  with  her 
parents  came  to  Henry  county  several 
years  before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Mullen. 

She  pursued  her  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Iowa  and  is  a  daughter  of 
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Samuel  and  Lucretia  (Trout)  Felgar. 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Washing- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania.  On  emigrat- 
ing w^estward  they  took  up  land  in  Tren- 
ton tow^nship,  Henry  county,  and  were 
pioneer  residents  of  the  state,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  her  death.  Mr. 
Felgar  assisted  in  the  early  improvement 
and  development  of  Henry  county  and 
aided  in  planting  the  seeds  for  the 
future  growth  and  progress.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mullen  were  born  the 
following  named :  Lucinda,  the  wife 
of  J.  W.  James,  an  attorney  of  Hast- 
ings, Nebraska ;  Alberta,  who  married 
George  Keeper,  who  is  a  farmer  of  Scott 
township ;  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  John  A. 
Baxter,  a  lumber  dealer  of  Winfield ; 
Henry  and  Harrison,  twins,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  months ;  and  Virginia, 
who  married  Fred  Gilyert,  who  resides 
upon  her  father's  farm.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  February  5,  1901,  and  her 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Winfield  cem- 
etery. Mrs.  Mullen  was  an  estimable 
lady,  who,  during  the  long  years  of  her 
residence  in  Henry  county  had  made 
many  friends,  so  that  her  death  was 
deeply  regretted. 

While  carefully  and  successfully  con- 
trolling his  business  interests,  Mr.  Mul- 
len has  at  the  same  time  found  opportu- 
nity to  faithfully  discharge  his  duties  of 
citizenship  and  moreover  has  taken  an  ac- 
tive and  helpful  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  is  a  standard  advocate  of  republican 
principles  and  has  been  called  to  all  of 
the  township  offices  save  that  of  assessor. 
He  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  party,  his 
efforts  being  far-reaching  and  beneficial 
and  in   1897  he  was  called  to  represent 


his  district  in  the  twenty-sixth  general  as- 
sembly of  Iowa,  where  he  served  as  a  ca- 
pable member,  giving  to  each  question 
careful  and  earnest  consideration  and  sup- 
porting with  all  his  strength  the  measures 
which  he  deemed  w'ould  prove  of  public 
benefit  or  opposing  in  equally  strong  man- 
ner every  interest  that  he  believed  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  good  of  county  or 
commonwealth.  He  is  justly  classed  with 
the  representative  men  of  Henry  county 
and  has  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaint- 
ance among  the  leading  citizens  of  this 
and  other  portions  of  the  state. 


CHARLES  A.  MILLER. 

Charles  A.  Miller  is  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  on 
sections  13  and  14,  Scott  township,  and 
has  an  attractive  residence  on  the  latter 
section.  His  place  is  well  improved  and 
the  richly  cultivated  fields  are  the  visible 
evidence  of  the  life  of  thrift  and  enter- 
prise led  by  the  owner.  Mr.  Miller  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Juniata  county,  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1864,  his  parents  being  John 
and  Mary  E.  (Eirsman)  Miller,  both  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  The  father's  birth 
occurred  in  Franklin  county,  near  the  line 
of  Fulton  county,  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1824.  His  parents  were  J.  P.  and  Mar- 
garet (Ferl)  Miller,  the  former  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  the  latter  of  Scotch-Irish 
lineage.  John  Miller  remained  under  the 
parental   roof  until  twenty-one  years  of 
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age,  when  he  started  out  upon  an  inde- 
pendent business  career  and  learned  the 
miller's  trade,  which  he  followed  in  Penn- 
sylvania until  1878.  He  then  came  to 
Iowa,  reaching  Morning  Sun  on  the  ist 
of  April,  1878,  and  soon  afterward  he 
settled  upon  a  farm  in  Scott  township, 
Henry  county,  where  the  family  resided 
for  nineteen  years.  This  was  known  as 
the  Patterson  farm  and  the  father  con- 
tinued the  work  of  cultivation  and  im- 
provement up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  August,  1888.  His 
widow  continued  to  reside  upon  the  old 
home  place  until  1893  and  then  went  to 
live  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Boltz, 
near  Morning  Sun,  Louisa  county.  Mrs. 
Miller  has  made  her  home  with  her  son 
Frank  since  June,  1905,  he  having  lost  his 
wife  in  January  of  that  year. 

Mrs.  Miller  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Cassandra  (Smith)  Eirsman,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father's  birth  having  occurred  in  York 
county.  The  daughter  was  reared  in  the 
Buckeye  state,  and  in  February,  1853, 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John  Miller, 
with  whom  she  happily  traveled  life's 
journey  for  thirty-five  years,  when  they 
were  separated  in  death.  It  was  in  1878 
that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Iowa.  They  became  the 
parents  of  six  children :  Jacob,  a  farmer 
residing  in  Missouri;  George,  who  died 
in  Kansas  in  December,  1887;  Flora  B., 
the  wife  of  George  Swearingen,  of  Sioux 
City,  Iowa ;  C.  Frank,  of  Scott  township ; 
Charles;  Sadie.  E.,  the  wife  of  J.  E 
Boltz,  of  Louisa  county,  this  state. 

Charles  A.  Miller,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review,  was  reared  to  manhood 


in  the  state  of  his  nativity,  spending  his 
boyhood  days  in  his  parents'  home  and 
acc[uiring  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Having  arrived  at  years  of  ma- 
turity he  was  married  in  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1894,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Freeman,  who  was  born 
in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  Octo- 
ber 2,  1868,  a  daughter  of  Azel  and 
Frances  (Nixon)  Freeman,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Fayette  county,  whence 
they  came  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  al^out 
1869,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Scott  town- 
ship. Their  daughter  was  reared  in 
Pennsylvania  and  in  Iowa  and  after  at- 
tending the  common  schools  spent  two 
years  in  pursuing  the  scientific  course  in 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  She  also 
took  a  course  in  Elliott's  Business  College 
at  Burlington.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler have  been  born  two  children :  Flor- 
ence E.,  born  June  22,  1895 ;  and  Lucile, 
born  April  29.   1898. 

Charles  A.  Miller  remained  at  home 
up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage  and  then 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  con- 
nection with  his  brother.  Later  he  pur- 
chased his  brother's  interest  but  sold  the 
entire  farm  to  him  in  1896,  in  which  year 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tions 13  and  14,  Scott  township.  To  this 
he  has  added  from  time  to  time  until  two 
hundred  acres  are  now  comprised  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  home  farm,  his 
dwelling  being  located  on  section  14.  He 
has  built  good  barns,  a  carriage  house 
and  hay  and  cattle  sheds  and  altogether 
has  a  splendidly  improved  property.  He 
carries  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
and  is  also  engaged  in  feeding  cattle  and 
hogs,  shipping  from  one  to  two  carloads 
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of  cattle  each  year.  Both  branches  of  this 
business  are  proving  remunerative  and 
he  is  classed  among  the  substantial  and 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  his  commu- 
nity. He  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  in  politics  is  a 
democrat. 


,  JOHN  E.  ELLIOTT. 

,  John  E.  Elliott  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  Rome  after  active  connection  with 
mercantile  interests  for  a  number  of  years, 
is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Henry  county. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Salem  township  on 
the  loth  of  July.  1867,  his  parents  being 
Charles  and  Sarah  (  Fetty)  Elliott,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Carroll  county. 
Ohio,  in  which  state  the}-  were  reared  and 
married.  They  continued  to  make  their 
home  there  until  1863,  when  they  removed 
to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  settling  in  Salem 
township,  where  they  resided  until  1868. 
In  that  year  they  came  to  Rome  and  Air. 
Elliott  was  employed  on  the  railroad  for 
many  years,  but  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  labor  in  living  retired.  His  wife 
departed  this  life  in  1895. 

John  E.  Elliott  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Rome.  No  event  of  special 
importance  occurred  to  vary  the  routine 
of  life  for  him  in  his  boyhood  days,  his  at- 
tention being  given  to  the  duties  of  the 
schoolroom,  the  pleasures  of  the  play- 
ground and  to  various  tasks  which  were 
from  time  to  time  assigned  to  him.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  started  out  in 
life  on  his  own  account,  being  employed 


as  a  farm  hand  for  a  year,  after  which  he 
accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  mercantile  house, 
being  thus  employed  until  the  fall  of  1892. 
He  then  embarked  in  merchandising  on 
his  own  account  and  for  twelve  years  was 
a  factor  in  commercial  circles  in  Rome, 
carrying  on  the  store  with  good  success 
until  November,  1904,  when  he  sold  out 
to  A.  A.  Carlson  &  Company.  He  has 
since  li\ed  retired  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
well  earned  rest,  having  during  his  active 
business  career  acquired  a  gratifying  com- 
petence. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1892,  Mr.  El- 
liott was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cora 
D.  Tracy,  who  A\as  born  in  Rome  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
village.  Her  parents  are  John  A.  and 
Ellen  (Duncanson)  Tracy,  both  of  whom 
are  natives  of  Jefferson  county.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  are  Bertha 
E.,  born  June  3.  1893;  Ruth  S.,  October 
22,  1895:  Mamie  F.,  September  12, 
1898:  and  Charles  Walter.  November 
5.  1900. 

Mr.  Elliott  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  republican  party  and  is  a  recog- 
nized leader  in  its  local  ranks,  doing  all  in 
his  power  to  promote  the  growth  and  in- 
sure the  success  of  the  organization.  He 
was  elected  village  clerk  of  Rome  in  the 
spring  of  1904  and  re-elected  in  1906.  He 
belongs  to  the  Modem  Woodmen  of 
.\merica.  camp  No.  7041.  in  which  he 
served  as  clerk  from  1899  ""til  1903,  and 
is  popular  and  prominent  in  business,  po- 
litical, fraternal  and  social  circles.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  have  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  this  county  and  have  many  warm 
friends. 
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DENNIS  MORONY. 

Dennis  jMorony,  prominent  and  active 
among  the  yonnger  business  men  of 
Mount  Pleasant  is  a  native  son  of  this 
city,  born  September  28,  i860.  His  par- 
ents were  Michael  and  Jnlia  ( Shanahan) 
Morony.  The  father  was  born  in  County 
Clare.  Ireland,  where  he  was  reared,  and 
when  a  young  man  he  came  to  New  York, 
where  he  met  and  married  Miss  Shana- 
han. The  year  1856  vvntnessed  his  arrival 
in  Iowa,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  early 
residents.  He  had  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade  in  his  native  country  and 
soon  after  reaching  this  city  he  opened  a 
shop  here,  which  he  ctmducted  for  about 
thirty-five  years.  He  was  the  best  known 
smith  in  all  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
had  a  very  extensive  business  so  that  as 
the  years  passed  he  acquired  a  good  busi- 
ness. In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  but 
never  aspired  to  office.  He  held  member- 
ship in  the  Catholic  church  and  died  in 
that  faith,  October  23,  1893.  His  widow 
still  survives  and  is  now  living  in  St. 
Louis.  Nine  children  of  the  family  were 
living  at  the  time  of  the   father's  death. 

Dennis  Morony.  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  began  his  busi- 
ness life  as  a  printer,  following  that  pur- 
suit for  four  years  as  an  employe  in  the 
Journal  office.  Later  he  became  a  clerk 
and  for  nine  years  was  in  the  service  of 
S.  W.  Garvin,  then  the  leading  dry  goods 
merchant  of  the  city.  He  was  likewise 
connected  wdth  other  commercial  enter- 
prises here,  and  in  1892  he  embarked  in 
business  on  his  own  account  as  a  success- 
ful dry  goods  merchant,  opening  his  store 


on  the  west  side  of  the  public  square.  He 
conducted  the  new  venture  successfully 
for  five  years  and  then  sold  out  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health.  In  1897  he  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business  and  has  proven 
that  he  is  eminently  fitted  for  this  line  of 
work  as  well.  In  1899  he  went  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  established  a  fine  business 
as  a  real-estate  agent  but  again  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  sell  out  at  a  time 
when  he  was  enjoying  a  large  clientage 
and  had  the  prospect  of  rapidly  acquiring 
a  splendid  competence.  He  had  become 
widely  known  and  was  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  forceful  men  on  Chestnut 
street,  doing  business  independently.  In 
tlie  fall  of  1900,  however,  he  returned  to 
Mount  Pleasant  and  again  opened  a  real- 
estate  office.  Later  he  admitted  L.  A. 
Traxler  to  a  partnership,  but  after  a  year 
purchased  his  interest  and  became  a  part- 
ner of  P.  J.  Hurley,  formerly  a  shoe  mer- 
chant of  this  city.  The  firm  of  Morony  & 
Hurley  has  continued  and  is  probably  do- 
ing the  heaviest  business  in  southeastern 
Iowa.  They  conduct  their  business  along 
modern  lines  of  real-estate  operations  and 
at  a  conversative  estimate  their  business 
reaches  one  million  dollars  annually,  and 
is  constantly  growing.  They  deal  in  lands 
throughout  the  first  congressional  district 
and  are  exclusively  a  real-estate  and  loan 
firm,  making  a  specialty  of  farm  lands. 
The}-  have  negotiated  many  impor- 
tant real-estate  transfers  and  their  enter- 
prise, keen  discernment  and  indefatigable 
energv  have  been  the  salient  features  in  a 
success  which  is  as  enviable  as  it  is 
gratifying. 

Politically    independent.    Mr.    Morony 
has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office  but 
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was  called  by  his  fellow  townsmen  to  the 
position  of  councilman  for  the  third  ward. 
He  refused  re-election,  but  at  a  more  re- 
cent date  was  again  chosen  for  the  office. 
During  his  connection  with  the  city  coun- 
cil he  was  chairman  of  the  light  committee 
and  negotiated  the  lease  where  the  plant 
now  stands.  He  was  also  active  in  the 
purchase  of  machinery  and  consolidation 
of  the  water  and  light  plants.  He  was  ac- 
tive in  the  organization  of  the  Citizens 
Commercial  Organization  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant and  was  elected  its  first  president.  This 
association  is  composed  of  leading  busi- 
ness and  monied  men  interested  in  the  im- 
provement and  benefit  of  Mount  Pleasant 
and  vicinity. 

Mr.  Morony  was  married  June  27, 
189 1,  to  Miss  Rebecca  ]\IcNoon,  of  this 
city,  and  they  have  eight  children :  Erma 
M.,  Florence  M.,  Miriam  C,  Paul  F., 
James  E.,  Louis  R.,  Catherine  E.  and 
John  J.  The  family  home  is  a  fine  resi- 
dence on  Green  street,  four  blocks  from  the 
court  house,  where  he  has  a  property  cov- 
ering eight  acres.  He  is  a  man  of  domes- 
tic tastes,  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his 
wife  and  children,  and  counting  no  per- 
sonal sacrifice  on  his  part  too  great  if  it 
would  enhance  the  happiness  or  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  family.  All  are  mem- 
liers  of  St.  Alphonsus  Catholic  church.  In 
business  affairs  he  is  energetic,  prompt  and 
notably  reliable  with  tireless  energ}^,  keen 
perception  and  honesty  of  purpose  com- 
Ijined  with  every-day  common  sense  and 
guided  by  resistless  will  power — these  are 
the  chief  characteristics  of  the  man,  and 
Avatchful  of  all  the  details  of  his  business 
and  of  all  indications  pointing  to  success 
he  has  made  steadv  and  consecutive  ad- 


vancement toward  the  goal  of  prosper- 
ity which  is  the  ultimate  aim  of  each  indi- 
^'idual  who  enters  business  life. 


WARREN  FREEMAN. 

A\^arren  Freeman,  who  was  born  in 
Champaign  county,  Ohio,  March  14,  1855, 
is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres  in 
Tippecanoe  township,  Henry  county.  In 
the  midst  of  this  property  stands  a  fine 
residence,  and.  in  fact,  his  is  one  of  the 
best  improved  farms  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  His  father,  Ira  Freeman,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Cayuga  county.  New  York,  but  re- 
moved from  the  Empire  state  to  Ohio  early 
in  life  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Sa- 
rah Starks.  They  took  up  their  abode  upon 
a  farm  in  Champaign  county  and  the  fa- 
ther devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits  there  for  a  long  period.  His  wife 
died  in  1861  and  he  later  married  again 
in  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1863  he  started 
with  teams  for  Iowa,  traveling  across  the 
country  on  a  journey  which  consumed  six 
weeks.  He  crossed  the  ^Mississippi  river 
at  Burlington,  camped  out,  west  of  the 
town,  over  night,  and  continued  on  his 
way  to  Mahaska  county,  where  Air.  Free- 
man bought  eighty  acres  of  prairie  land 
and  twent}'  acres  of  timber.  Locating 
upon  that  property  he  there  lived  for 
eighteen  months  and  when  he  sold  out 
there  he  bought  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  timber  land  in  Henr}'  county,  a 
part  of  which  had  been  cleared.     He  be- 
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gan  clearing  the  remainder,  and  at  differ- 
ent times  he  sold  off  portions  of  the  tract 
nntil  he  owned  bnt  eighty  acres  in  one 
place  and  thirty  acres  in  another,  a  total 
of  one  hundred  ten  acres. 

He  lived  a  busy,  useful  and  active  life 
and  won  a  fair  measure  of  success.  His 
death  occurred  in  1877,  while  his  second 
wife  still  resides  in  Mount  Pleasant,  mak- 
ing her  home  with  a  daughter. 

Warren  Freeman,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review,  was  a  young  lad  of  about 
eight  years  ^^'hen  brought  by  his  father  to 
Henry  county,  and  here  he  continued  his 
education  in  the  district  schools.  He  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming  and 
became  a  self-reliant,  energetic  young 
man,  whose  laudable  ambition  permitted 
him  to  save  his  earnings  until  he  had  cap- 
ital sufficient  to  enable  him  to  purchase 
the  original  Freeman  homestead  farm  of 
eighty  acres  upon  his  father's  death.  He 
was  married  on  the  2d  of  November, 
1882.  to  ]\Iiss  Louisa  E.  Hobbs,  who  was 
born  in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Lydia  (Rork) 
Hobbs,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
New  Jersey.  At  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  removed 
upon  the  old  homestead  farm  and  he  re- 
modeled the  house  and  barn  and  other- 
wise improved  the  property.  Two  years 
later  he  sold  out  and  for  a  year  lived  upon 
an  adjoining  farm.  In  1886  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 13.  Tipecanoe  township.  There  were 
no  improvements  upon  the  place  save  a 
fence,  and  he  first  built  a  small  frame 
dwelling  sixteen  by  twenty-four  feet.  In 
the  following  autumn  he  built  a  stable  and 
he  also  built  fences  to  surround  the  place 


and  also  to  divide  it  into  fields  of  con- 
\enient  size.  During  the  first  spring  he 
broke  forty  acres  of  land,  and  he  has  since 
continued  the  work  of  cultivation  and  im- 
provement with  unremitting  energy.  The 
farm  comprised  one  hundred  acres  of  till- 
able land,  while  the  remainder  was  cov- 
ered with  brush  and  timber.  He  has  built 
two  barns,  one  thirtv-six  bv  fortv  feet 
with  fourteen-foot  shed  on  two  sides, 
while  the  other  barn  is  twenty-four  by 
forty-two  feet  with  a  twelve-foot  shed  on 
both  sides.  In  1894  he  erected  a  comnio- 
dious  and  attractive  two-story  residence, 
containing  nine  rooms  and  cellar.  He  has 
added  to  his  farm  until  he  now  owns  two 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres  in  one 
body,  and  this  is  one  of  the  productive  and 
valuable  properties  of  the  township.  He 
engages  in  the  cultivation  of  the  cereals 
best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate,  and  he 
also  raises  horses  and  .shorthorn  Hereford 
cattle.  Since  1900  he  has  raised  Durock 
Jersey  hogs,  keeping  from  tifty  to  sixty 
head  per  year,  and  is  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  of  the  community. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  have  been 
IxM-n  five  children :  May  Florence,  Edna 
Linton,  Harry  P.,  John  Albert,  and  Milan 
Emmet,  who  are  all  at  home  with  their 
parents.  ^Irs.  Freeman  died  April  2T, 
T902.  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Oakland 
cemetery.  Mr.  Freeman  marrietl  Mrs. 
Emma  Ferine,  .\pril  2,  1904.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Theodore  Rork,  born  in 
this  county,  and  the  widow  of  Peter  Fe- 
rine. She  had  one  child.  Ella  (now  Mrs. 
Everett  Whaley,  of  this  township).  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Freeman  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  God.  at  Oakland  Mills,  and  in 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  republican. 
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His  connection  with  these  two  org'aniza- 
tions  indicate  the  character  of  the  man  who 
is  honorable  in  all  life's  relations,  fully 
meriting  the  trust  which  is  uniformly  ex- 
tended to  him  b}'  those  who  know  him.  He 
has  a  wide  acquaintance,  having"  li\ed  for 
about  forty-three  years  in  this  county,  and 
the  fact  that  many  of  his  stanchest  friends 
are  those  who  have  known  him  from  his 
boyhood  days,  is  an  indication  that  his 
has  been  a  life  characterized  by  all  the 
qualities  and  principles  which  make  for 
upright  manhood,  good  citizenship  and 
faithful  friensdhip,  and  a  review  of  Henry 
county  would  not  be  complete  without 
mention  of  Mr.  Freeman. 


JAMES  R.  ROSS. 


James  R.  Ross  is  the  o\\ner  of  a  farm 
of  seventy  acres  on  section  2"/,  Marion 
township,  constituting  a  well  improved 
property,  which  is  highly  cultivated  and 
returns  him  golden  harvests.  He  was 
born  near  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  De- 
cember 17.  1832,  his  parents  being  Sam- 
uel H.  and  Sarah  (Livingstone)  Ross, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  \\>stmore- 
land  county,  Pennsylvania. 

The  father's  birth  occurred  in  Novem- 
ber, I799,and  themotherwasborn  in  1803. 
Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity  he 
engaged  in  farming  in  Pennsylvania  and 
was  connected  w^ith  agricultural  interests 
in  that  state  until  1841,  when  he  came  to 
Iowa,  settling  northeast  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant,  where  he  rented  a  farm.     Later  he 


bought  eighty  acres  of  timber  land  in 
Center  township,  southwest  of  ]\Iount 
Pleasant,  and  his  attention  w^as  given  to 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  until  1876,  when  he 
retired  from  active  business,  and  lived  in 
]\Iount  Pleasant  until  1886.  He  then 
spent  his  remaining  days  in  the  home  of 
his  son,  James  R.,  passing  away  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1890,  when  a  little  more  than 
ninety  years  of  age.  Although  he  had 
attained  an  advanced  age  he  had  always 
enjoyed  good  health.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  September,  1887,  and  they  were 
laid  to  rest  in  Forest  Home  cemeten,-.  Mr. 
Ross  was  a  republican  in  his  political 
\iews  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
1)ers  of  the  L'nited  Presbyterian  church.  In 
their  family  were  ten  children,  of  whom 
six  reached  adult  age:  John  P.,  who  mar- 
ried ]Martha  Smith  and  resides  at  Big 
City,  Oregon ;  James  R. ;  Martha,  who  is 
the  widow  of  Thomas  Lash  and  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Oklahoma;  W.  F.,  who  died  in 
Nevada ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Hughlings.  de- 
ceased; and  Samuel  R..  who  resides  at  Big 
City,  Oregon. 

James  R.  Ross  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Pennsylvania  until  eight 
years  of  age  and  afterward  spent  four 
years  in  Iowa  as  a  district  school  student 
of  Henry  county.  Through  reading, 
travel  and  observation  he  has  added 
greatly  to  his  knowledge  and  is  now  well 
informed,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  gen- 
eral trend  of  thought  and  progress  of  the 
present  day. 

Making  his  home  under  the  parental 
roof,  he  worked  at  intervals  as  a  farm 
hand  until  i860,  when  he  left  Iowa  for 
Colorado,  attracted  by  the  discoveiy  of 
gold  in  that  state.     Not  long  afterward, 
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however,  he  returned  to  Marion  township, 
Henr}^  county,  and  in  1868  took  up  his 
ahode  upon  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  entirely 
unbroken.  With  characteristic  energy, 
however,  he  began  the  development  of  a 
farm  and  his  labors  soon  wrought  a  notice- 
able change  in  its  appearance.  He  had 
been  married  in  1866  to  ]\Iiss  Mary  A. 
Xeel,  who  w-as  born  in  Indiana  in  1834, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Rebecca 
Xeel.  They  had  two  children :  Elwood 
F.,  who  married  Xettie  Huber  and  is  liv- 
ing in  Mount  Pleasant,  their  children  be- 
ing three  in  number,  X'^eelie  C,  William 
F.  and  Ellis  L. ;  and  X'eel,  who  married 
\\  illian  A.  Zuhn  and  resides  in  Marion 
township  upon  a  farm  adjoining  the  Ross 
homestead.  Mrs.  Ross  died  in  1877  ^"^^ 
her  remains  were  interred  in  the  Alount 
Pleasant  cemetery. 

.On  the  8th  of  Xovember,  1880,  Mr. 
Ross  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Mols- 
bee,  who  was  born  in  V^ermilion  county, 
Indiana,  September  29,  1843.  ^'^'^^  "^^'^s  a 
daughter  of  Epps  and  Sarah  (Wright) 
Molsbee,  both  of  wdiom  were  natives  of 
Tennessee,  the  former  born  February  26, 
18 1 5,  and  the  mother  September  15,  18 10. 
Mr.  Molsbee  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Park 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died 
September  20,  1897,  having  for  several 
years  survived  his  w^ife,  Avhose  demise  oc- 
curred July  26,  1885.  They  were  buried 
in  Linebarger  cemetery  in  Indiana.  .  Mr. 
Molsbee  was  a  democrat,  unfaltering  in 
his  advocacy  of  the  principles  of  the  party. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  three 
children:  Laura  A.,  now^  Mrs.  Ross; 
Elizabeth    E.,   who   is   living  at   the    old 


homestead  in  Indiana;  and  William  E., 
who  resides  with  his  sister  upon  the  old 
home  farm.  The  last  tW'O  are  unmarried. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Molsbee  also  had  an  adopted 
son,  Preston  A.,  who  married  Ora  Rat- 
cliffe  and  resides  in  Bloomingdale,  Indi- 
ana, w'here  Elizabeth  Ellen  and  William 
Molsbee  also  make  their  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1884  Mr.  Ross  re- 
moved to  his  present  farm  which  com- 
prises seventy  acres  on  section  2j,  Marion 
township.  Here  he  engaged  in  farming 
for  ten  years,  but  for  the  past  decade  has 
rented  the  land  and  lives  retired.  At  the 
time  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  for  serv- 
ice in  the  L'nion  army,  but  on  account  of 
physical  disability  he  was  rejected  as  was 
his  brother,  W.  F.  Ross,  who,  however, 
served  for  three  months. 

^Ir.  Ross  has  ever  voted  in  support  of 
the  men  who  are  pledged  to  uphold  repub- 
lican principles.  He  is  deeply  interested  in 
educational  progress  and  has  served  as 
a  member  and  president  of  the  school 
board.  He  has  long  resided  in  Henry 
county  ha\-ing  come  here  in  pioneer  days 
when  the  district  was  largely  unbroken 
prairie  and  a  few  people  residing  here  felt 
that  the  uncultivated  ])rairie  tracts  would 
ne\er  be  of  much  \alue.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man  in  ever}-  sense  of  the  term  and 
his  life  record  proves  that  success  may 
be  attained  through  ])ersistent  and  earn- 
est effort.  At  tlic  same  time  a  ])leasant 
and  genial  manner  have  won  for  him 
warm  friendship  and  high  regard,  and  he 
is  classed  with  the  worthy  citizens  of  his 
community,  where  he  is  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  him.  having  resided  in 
the  vicinity  for  more  than  a  third  of  a 
centurv. 
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CHARLES  B.  GOE. 

Charles  B.  Goe,  one  of  the  leading  liv- 
erymen of  southeastern  Iowa,  having  a 
very  fine  stable  and  equipment  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  was  born  in  this  city  July  i6, 
1861,  a  son  of  Joseph  L.  and  Cynthia 
(Samuels)  Goe.  He  acquired  a  good 
practical  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  Howe's  Academy  and  as  a  Ixjy  he 
learned  the  livery  business  with  his  father, 
acting  as  his  assistant  for  some  time  and 
afterward  entering  into  partnership  with 
him  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  L.  Goe  & 
Son.  He  soon  took  active  charge  of  the 
business,  his  father  retiring  from  the  man- 
agement. He  built  a  fine  two-story  stone 
and  brick  liver}^  barn  on  North  Jefferson 
street,  with  a  frontage  of  forty  feet  and 
a  depth  of  one  hundred  and  fiftv  feet.  All 
of  the  building  is  used  for  a  stable  and 
repository,  except  a  space  sixty  by  forty 
feet,  constituting-  a  residence  flat  in  the 
front.  This  is  one  of  the  best  equipped 
livery  barns  in  southeastern  Iowa.  Mr. 
Goe  has  a  fine  line  of  carriages,  coupes, 
landaus,  etc.,  and  one  of  the  finest  funeral 
cars  in  the  state.  He  keeps  twenty-four 
head  of  horses,  and  enjoys  a  liberal  and 
growing  patronage,  by  reason  of  his 
straightforward  dealing  with  his  patrons 
and  his  earnest  desire  to  please. 

Mr.  Goe  was  married  May  27,  1885,  to 
Miss  Nellie  Cook,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  a 
daughter  of  William  Cook.  They  had 
one  son,  Joseph,  who  died  October  27, 
1903.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Goe  is  an 
earnest  republican,  strong  in  support  of 
the  party  and  its  principles,  and  active  in 
its  local  ranks.  He  has  represented  the 
first  ward  in  the  city  council,  and  during 


that  time  Main  street  was  paved.  Mr. 
Goe  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  fraternity.  He  has  a  wide 
acquaintance  in  the  city,  where  his  en- 
tire life  has  been  passed  and  where  he 
has  worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position 
among  the  successful  business  men,  be- 
coming a  recognized  leader  in  his  line  of 
activity  in  this  part  of  the  state. 


JOHN  ALFRED  ABRAHAMSON. 

John  Alfred  Abrahamson  is  the  owner 
of  an  excellent  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Wayne  township,  well  improved  with  all 
modern  accessories  and  equipments  and 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  and  progress  is 
manifest  in  his  work  and  constitutes  the 
secret  of  his  success.  He  is  yet  a  young 
man,  but  has  already  attained  a  very  cred- 
itable position  as  a  representative  of  ag- 
ricultural interests  in  his  native  county. 
He  was  born  in  Wayne  township,  No- 
vember 28,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Sophia  (Johnson)  Abrahamson.  The 
father,  a  native  of  Sweden,  came  to 
America  and  to  the  Mississippi  valley 
prior  to  the  Civil  war,  settling  first  in  Il- 
linois. At  the  time  of  hostilities  between 
the  north  and  the  south  he  enlisted  for 
service  in  behalf  of  the  Union  cause,  be- 
coming a  member  of  Company  K,  Eighty- 
fourth  Illinois  Infantry.  The  command 
was  ordered  to  the  front  and  he  took  part 
in  active  field  duty  until  he  was  shot  in 
the  leg  and  one  of  his  shoulders,  which 
disabled  him  for  some  time.  When  he  had 
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sufficiently  recovered  his  health  he  was 
stationed  to  guard  prisoners  and  he  thus 
continued  in  the  army  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  After  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Illi- 
nois, but  soon  removed  to  Iowa,  settling 
in  Jefferson  county,  for  a  short  time.  He 
afterward  purchased  fifty-three  acres  of 
farm  land  on  section  34,  Wayne  town- 
ship. Henry  county,  which  was  a  tract  of 
wild  prairie,  on  which  he  placed  all  of  the 
improvements.  He  afterward  traded  that 
farm  for  eighty  acres  in  the  western  part 
of  the  same  section  and  upon  the  new 
farm  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  September  30,  1877.  He 
worked  untiringly  year  after  year  to  de- 
velop his  property  and  transformed  a  wild 
tract  into  a  richly  cultivated  farm.  His 
widow  still  survives  him  and  continued 
to  reside  upon  the  old  homestead  until 
1904,  since  which  time  she  has  made  her 
home  with  her  son  John. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of 
John  Alfred  Abrahamson  we  present  to 
our  readers  the  life  record  of  one  whose 
persistency  of  purpose  and  unfaltering  en- 
ergy have  enabled  him  to  rise  from  a 
humble  financial  position  to  one  of  af- 
fluence. In  his  youth  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  worked  at  farm  labor 
upon  the  old  homestead,  remaining  with 
his  mother  until  twenty-six  years  of  age. 
He  was  then  married  on  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1898.  to  Miss  Hilma  Sophia  Peter- 
son, who  was  born  near  Stanton,  ]\Iont- 
gomery  county,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Oscar  and  Almeda  Sophia  (Swanson) 
Peterson,  the  former  a  native  of  Sweden 
and  the  latter  of  Jefferson  county,  Iowa.- 
The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahamson 


has  been  blessed  with  two  daughters  :  Bes- 
sie Almeda,  born  ]\Iarch  28,  1899:  and 
Myrtle  Naomi,  born  January  9,   1902. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Mr.  Abra- 
hamson has  been  connected  with  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  In  connection  with  his 
brother  Frank  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  six  acres  of  land  on  section  34, 
Wayne  township,  and  this  they  operated 
together  for  four  years.  Their  brother 
Oscar,  according  to  arrangements  pre- 
viously made,  was  then  taken  in  as  an 
equal  partner  and  the  business  interests 
were  conducted  by  the  three  brothers  until 
1900,  when  their  land  was  divided,  fifty- 
three  acres  coming  to  John  A.  Abraham- 
son  as  his  share.  He  has  purchased  from 
his  brother  on  the  north  an  amount  of 
land  sufficient  to  make  his  farm  eighty 
acres  in  extent  and  he  has  now  a  good 
and  well  improved  property,  having 
erected  a  house  of  six  rooms,  also  with 
pantry,  closets  and  halls.  He  afterward 
built  an  addition  to  and  remodeled  his 
barn,  which  is  thirty-four  by  thirty  feet, 
furnishing  ample  shelter  for  hay  and 
horses.  He  also  has  a  doulile  corn  crib, 
twenty-six  by  thirty-two  feet,  and  a  por- 
tion of  this  is  used  as  a  granary.  He  has 
drilled  a  well  to  the  depth  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  feet  and  he  carries  on 
general  fafming  and  also  raises  cattle  and 
hogs.  He  has  likewise  a  good  orchard 
upon  his  place,  containing  thirty  apple 
trees,  thirty  peach  trees  and  also  eight 
plum  trees  and  three  cherry  trees.  The  farm 
indicates  his  careful  supervision  and  prac- 
tical methods  in  its  splendidly  cultivated 
and  cared-for  appearance.  In  all  of  his 
work  Mr.  Abrahamson  is  practical  and 
quickly  recognizes  and  utilizes  any  busi- 
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ness  opptirtunity.  He  early  came  to  a 
realization  of  the  fact  as  stated  in  the  ad- 
monition of  the  old  Greek  philosopher, 
"Earn  thy  reward ;  the  gods  give  naught 
to  sloth,"  and  as  the  years  have  passed 
by  he  has  labored  so  energetically  that  he 
is  now  classed  with  the  substantial  agri- 
culturists of  Wayne  township.  He  votes 
with  the  Republican  party  and  he  holds 
membership  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
church,  and  at  all  times  he  is  recognized 
as  one  who  is  fearless  in  support  of  his 
honest  convictions. 

O.scAR  Victor  Abrahamson,  young- 
est brother  of  our  subject,  is  also  a  w'ell 
known  land  owner  of  this  community, 
having  a  well  improved  farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  34,  Wayne  township.  He 
was  born  August  11,  1874,  on  the  old 
home  place  and  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  then 
attended  the  Lutheran  Academy,  at  Wa- 
hoo,  Nebraska,  for  one  term.  He  worked 
on  the  farm  with  his  brothers  until  he  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  but  was 
never  very  robust,  and  on  account  of  fail- 
ing health  he  was  compelled  to  go  to  Ne- 
braska for  two  and  one-half  years,  then 
returned  to  Iowa.  He  completed  his  edu- 
cation in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Academy 
and  in  Elliott's  Business  College.  On  the 
29th  of  March,  1900,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Amelia  John- 
son, born  and  educated  in  Ottumwa, 
Iowa.  To  them  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren :  Prudence  Irene ;  and  Margaret 
Louise,  both  born  in  Wayne  township. 
Mr.  Abrahamson  is  a  man  who  has  not 
been  easily  discouraged,  and  though  hin- 
dered by  ill  health,  has  put  forth  every 
effort  to  overcome  all  difficulties,  and  his 


efforts  have  been  crowned  by  success  as 
is  shown  by  his  well  kept  and  prosperous 
ajipearing  farm  and  his  pleasant  home. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  church,  and  are  faith- 
ful attendants  of  that  bodv. 


JACOB   SHIVELY. 

Among  the  enter])rising  residents  of 
Jefferson  township  is  numbered  Jacob 
Shi\-ely,  who  was  born  in  this  township, 
May  27,  1 85 1,  and  is  a  son  of  Joel  and 
Naomi  ( Arnold)  Shively.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  Jacob  and  Barbara 
Shively,  nati\'es  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  state  they  removed  to  Ohio,  taking 
up  their  abode  in  Stark  county.  It  was 
there  that  Joel  Shively  was  born  and 
reared,  pursued  a  common-school  educa- 
tion and  gained  comprehensive  and  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  farm. 
He  wedded  Miss  Naomi  Arnold,  who  was 
born  in  Scioto  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(  Nowel)  Arnold,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia.  The  wedding  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joel  Shively  was  celebrated  in 
Scioto  county,  Ohio,  where  they  beg'an 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm,  remaining 
there  until  1839.  Thinking  to  have  still 
better  business  opportunities  in  what  is 
now  the  middle  west,  but  was  then  re- 
garded as  a  far  frontier  district,  they 
started  by  boat  for  Iowa,  ]3roceeding  down 
the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  rivers  to 
Burlington.  In  the  spring  of  1840  they 
took   up   their   abode   in   Jefferson   town- 
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ship.  Henr}-  county,  and  Mr.  Shively  en- 
tered land  from  the  government.  Not  a 
furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an  improve- 
ment made  upon  this  place  but  the  break- 
ing i^low  soon  did  its  work  and  grain  was 
sov:n  that  in  due  course  of  time  produced 
golden  harvests.  At  the  time  of  their  ar- 
riA'al  there  were  about  five  hundred  In- 
dians encamped  at  what  is  known  as  Shive- 
ly's  ford,  but  they  proved  friendly  to  the 
white  men.  Mr.  Shively  remembers  a  bull 
not  let  a  v.hite  man  come  near  the  house, 
dog  which  he  owned  and  which  would 
but  when  an  Indian  approached  he  would 
run  and  hide  under  the  house  and  would 
not  come  out  in  response  to  his  master's 
call.  The  father  built  a  log  cabin  upon 
his  place  and  began  life  in  Iowa  in  true 
pioneer  style.  The  greater  part  of  his 
land  was  covered  with  timber  and  much 
arduous  labor  was  required  to  improve 
and  develop  the  farm.  There  were  many 
deer  and  timber  wol\-es  were  frec[uently 
seen  and  killed,  while  other  wild  animals 
infested  the  forests.  If  the  supply  of  bread 
stuff  was  exhausted  some  member  of  the 
family  would  go  out  after  wild  turkeys 
at  night,  and  they  would  use  the  lireast 
meat  for  bread.  Owing  to  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  country  they  had  to  have 
their  grist  ground  at  Skunk  River,  east  of 
jNIount  Pleasant,  which  was  between 
twenty-five  and  thirty  miles  from  their 
home.  It  was  long  distances  to  market 
as  well,  and  there  were  no  railroad  facili- 
ties for  shipment  in  those  times.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  carpenter  and  he  hired  his  farm 
cleared  by  others,  while  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  building  operations.  He  had  about 
eighty  acres  of  his  farm  cleared  and  im- 
proved and  upon  the  place  was  a  log  cabin 


^\•hich  was  occujjied  by  the  family  until 
i860,  when'  he  erected  a  frame  house  of 
four  rooms  which  was  used  by  them  as  a 
dwelling  house  and  church,  being  utilized 
in  the  latter  way  until  after  the  war,  when 
a  new  church  was  erected  near  by.  Air. 
Shively  was  a  minister  of  the  United 
Brethren  church  and  was  untiring  in  his 
efforts  in  behalf  of  his  denomination.  He 
has  walked  as  far  as  twenty-two  miles  in 
one  day  in  order  to  preach  the  gospel,  re- 
turning the  succeeding  day.  As  stated, 
he  allowed  his  home  to  be  used  as  a  house 
of  worship  all  through  the  period  of  the 
Civil  war  and  he  put  forth  eveiy  effort 
in  his  power  to  promote  the  growth  of  the 
church  and  to  so\\'  the  seed  of  Christianity 
in  this  part  of  the  state.  His  influence 
was  widely  felt  and  w^as  most  beneficial. 
He  continued  to  reside  upon  the  home 
farm  until  his  demise,  which  occurred  Oc- 
tober 13,  1883,  when  he  was  about  sev- 
enty-five years  of  age,  for  he  was  born  on 
the  loth  of  July,  1808.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  July  20,  [810,  died  on  the  3d  of 
December,  1885.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  five  daughters,  Jacob 
Shively  being  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
One  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Davidson,  now 
resides  in  Wa.shington,  Iowa. 

Jacob  Shively  always  remained  upon 
the  home  fami,  caring  for  his  father  and 
mother  in  their  declining  years.  He  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools  and  was 
early  trained  to  the  labors  of  field  and 
meadow,  learning  the  best  time  and  meth- 
ods of  planting  the  crops,  cultivating  the 
soil  and  caring  for  the  harvests.  Follow- 
ing the  death  of  his  parents  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  old 
home  i)roperty  and  thus  continues  to  re- 
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side  upon  the  farm  which  has  been  hi?- 
place  of  residence  throughout  his  entire 
life.  He  carries  on  general  farming"  and , 
also  raises  stock,  black  polled  Angus  cat- 
tle and  Jersey  red  hogs.  He  is  an  excel- 
lent judge  of  stock  and  is  thus  enabled 
to  make  judicious  purchases  and  profitable 
sales.  He  always  has  good  grades  of 
stock  upon  his  place  and  finds  this  branch 
of  his  business  profitable.  He  has  erected 
a  house,  also  built  barns  and  corn  cribs 
and  other  structures,  which  show  the 
owner  to  be  a  man  of  progressive  ideas 
and  practicable  methods  in  his  farm  work. 
The  fields  are  well  tilled  and  everything 
about  the  place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  ap- 
pearance. His  residence  is  on  section  6, 
JefTerson  township,  where  he  has  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  in  addition  he  owns  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  7,  Jef- 
ferson township,  and  eighty-six  acres  in 
W^alnut  township,  Jefferson  county,  low^a. 
On  the  14th  of  May.  1872,  Mr.  Shive- 
ly  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Har- 
riet P.  Stones,  who  was  Ijorn  in  Mus- 
kingham  county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Jeffer- 
son township  with  her  parents  in  1856. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  J.  F.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Price)  Stones,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio.  Her 
paternal  grandparents,  James  and  Mary 
(Ashcroft)  Stones,  were  both  natives  of 
England  and  were  the  first  of  the  family 
to  seek  a  home  in  the  new  W'Orld.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Martin  Price,  was 
a  native  of  Ohio  and  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Judith  Edwards,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Maine.  Mrs.  Shively 
pursued  her  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  has  been  an  able  helpmate  and 
companion    to    her    husband    since    they 


started  upon  life's  journey  together  a 
third  of  a  century  ago.  Their  home  was 
Ijlessed  with  the  presence  of  nine  chil- 
dren :  Annie,  now  the  wife  of  Frank 
Neyens,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa ;  David,  who 
is  living  in  Henry  county ;  Ella,  the  wife 
of  E.  A.  Borgstrand,  of  this  county;  Eva, 
w'ho  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Charles  Ballard,  of  this 
county ;  Lucretia,  the  wdfe  of  Frank  Mc- 
Cune,  of  Washington  county,  Iowa;  and 
Joel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months; 
and  Judson  and  Arnold,  who  are  both 
staying  at  home. 

Mrs.  Shively  holds  membership  in  the 
United  Brethren  church  and  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Brotherhood  of  Amer- 
ican Yeomen,  while  his  political  view^s  are 
in  accord  with  republican  principles.  His 
entire  life  has  been  devoted  to  general  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  and  he  has  found  that 
labor  is  a  sure  and  safe  foundation  upon 
which  to  build  the  superstructure  of  suc- 
cess. Today  he  is  the  owner  of  a  valu- 
able farming  property,  the  greater  part  of 
which  has  been  acquired  through  his  own 
efforts  and  in  his  w^ork  he  is  found  as  a 
persistent,  energetic,  and  reliable  man. 


JOHN  SCHLATTER. 

Canada  has  furnished  to  the  United 
States  many  of  its  valued  citizens,  who, 
attracted  by  the  livelier  competition,  the 
greater  business  opportunities  aiid  the  ad- 
x'ancement  which  is  more  quickly  secured 
in  the  United  States,  have  crossed  the  bor- 
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der  and  by  embracing  the  opportunities 
of  this  country  have  worked  their  way 
steadily  upward.  To  this  class  belongs 
the  representatives  of  the  Schlatter  family, 
now  well  known  in  eastern  Iowa.  The 
subject  of  this  review  was  born  in  Ham- 
burg, Waterloo  county,  Ontario,  Canada, 
on  the  25th  of  June,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  R.  and  Lena  ( Christner)  Schlat- 
ter, the  former  a  native  of  Alsace.  France, 
and  the  latter  of  Byron,  Germany.  In 
1834,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  the  father 
bade  adieu  to  friends  and  native  land  and 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Canada,  believing 
that  he  might  have  better  business  oi)por- 
tunities  in  the  new  world  than  could  be  se- 
cured in  the  district  in  which  he  was 
reared.  He  was  married  in  Canada  and 
there  continued  to  reside  until  1856,  when 
he  removed  to  Washington  county,  Iowa, 
making  the  journey  by  rail  to  Rock  Is- 
land, Illinois,  which  was  then  the  terminus 
of  the  line.  He  continued  on  his  way  with 
wagons  to  Washington  county,  where  he 
purchased  an  improved  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  arable  land  and  also  bought 
eighty. acres  of  timber  land,  lying  in  Ma- 
rion township  near  the  Henry  county  line. 
His  remaining  days  were  devoted  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  his  efforts  wrought 
a  very  notable  transformation  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  his  place  as  he  brought  his 
fields  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  continued  to  reside  thereon  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1877.  His  wife 
long  survived  him  and  passed  away  in 
1896. 

John  Schlatter  was  a  youth  of  only 
about  five  years  when  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Iowa  and  his  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  common  schools  of  Washing- 


ton county.  He  was  reared  upon  the  home- 
stead farm  there  and  aided  in  its  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement,  giving  his  time  and 
energies  to  the  cultivation  of  field  and 
meadow  during  the  summer  months,  while 
in  the  winter  seasons  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools.  After  putting  aside  his  text- 
books his  undivided  attention  was  given 
to  farm  labor  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  when  his  father  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  near  Trenton  in 
Henry  county.  This  was  partially  im- 
proved. John  Schlatter  took  up  his  abode 
on  that  property,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  for  eight  years,  when  he  sold 
out.  He  then  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  prairie  land  in  Jefferson 
township,  which  had  been  improved  and 
tiled  all  save  forty  acres.  In  fact  it  was 
one  of  the  first  famis  tiled  in  the  county, 
the  work  having  been  done  by  Samuel 
Black,  who  was  then  the  owner.  Mr. 
Schlatter  took  up  his  abode  upon  this  place 
in  February,  1882,  and  resided  there  until 
1889,  when  he  bought  a  tw^enty-acre  farm 
one  mile  to  the  west  and  removed  to  the 
latter  place.  There  he  lived  for  four  years, 
^^■hen  he  sold  his  twenty-acre  tract  and 
on  the  20th  of  October,  1893,  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  improved  land  on  section 
22,  Jefferson  township.  His  energy  and 
business  ability  have  made  him  one  of 
the  substantial  agriculturists  of  the  com- 
munity. In  1897  he  built  a  good  barn, 
twenty-eight  by  forty-four  feet.  He  car- 
ries on  the  work  of  tilling  the  soil  and  an- 
nually harvests  good  crops.  He  also  raises 
Poland  China  hogs,  having  from  fifty  to 
seventy  head  each  year.  By  judicious 
investment  he  has  increased  his  landed  pos- 
sessions until  he  now  owns  two  hundred 
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and  fifty  acres,  including-  ten  acres  of  tim- 
ber, all  in  Jefferson  township. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1867,  Mr. 
Schlatter  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Miller,  who  was  born  in  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  and  attended  the  common  schools. 
Her  father  was  John  Miller,  who  in  early 
manhood  wedded  Annie  Raber,  and  both 
were  natives  of  Alsace,  Germany.  In  the 
family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlatter  are  six 
children :  Lena,  now  the  wife  of  Simon 
Gingerich,  a  resident  farmer  of  Jefferson 
township;  David,  who  carries  on  farming 
in  the  same  township;  Annie,  William, 
Emma  and  John,  all  at  home.  In  his  busi- 
ness affairs  Mr.  Schlatter  has  ever  been 
thoroughly  reliable  and  energ-etic  and  his 
farm  is  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life 
of  well  directed  enterprise  and  thrift.  In 
politics  he  is  independent,  voting  for  men 
and  measures  rather  than  party.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  Mennonite  church, 
has  served  as  trustee  since  1891,  contrib- 
utes liberally  to  the  support  of  the  church 
and  is  interested  in  all  that  tends  to  pro- 
mote the  material,  intellectual  and  moral 
development  of  his  community. 


THE  SAUNDERS  FAMILY. 

The  Saunders  family  has  been  identified 
with  the  early  settlement  and  growth  of 
Henry  county,  Iowa.  Presley  Saunders 
pre-empted  the  land  from  the  government 
in  the  year  1834  upon  which  Mount 
Pleasant  is  situated,  and  laid  out  the  town 
of  Mount  Pleasant  in  the  year  1835. 


In  1836  his  brother,  Alvin  Saunders, 
followed  him  to  Mount  Pleasant,  and,  in 
the  spring  of  1845,  his  brother  William  A. 
Saunders,  came  to  that  town,  and,  in 
1856,  his  cousin,  William  G.  Saunders, 
came  from  Kentucky  to  Mount  Pleasant. 

There  are  no  two  names  more  closely 
identified  or  better  known  in  Henry 
countv  than  W'illiam  G.  Saunders  and 
Presley  Saunders,  to  whom  this  article 
will  more  particularly  refer. 

The  Saunders  family  originally  came 
from  England,  and  the  first  one  of  the 
family  now  known  is  Henry  Saunders, 
wdio  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Culloden, 
Scotland,  in  1756.  His  son,  James  Saun- 
ders, married  Sarah  Gunnell  in  England, 
and  they  moved  to  America  in  1746  and 
settled  in  Virginia.  He  died  on  April  7, 
1778,  and  his  wife  died  September  21, 
1793.  Their  children  were  Mary,  born 
January  i,  1732;  William,  born  March 
21,  1741  ;  John  S.,  born  February  i,  1746, 
and  died  May  6,  1797;  Gunnell,  born 
March  10,  1748;  Barbara,  born  Febru- 
ary 20,  1750;  Presley,  born  Deceml)er  3, 
1752,  died  August  31.  1823  ;  Henry,  born 
September  21,  1755,  died  February  19, 
1823:  Moses  and  James,  born  November 
24,  1757;  Cyrus,  born  December  22,  1760, 
and  died  in  November,   1822. 

Gunnell  Saunders,  son  of  James  Saun- 
ders, above  mentioned,  lived  in  Virginia 
and  afterward  mo\'ed  to  Kentucky.  He 
had  six  sons,  William,  Oliver,  Gunnell, 
Sylvester,  Moses  and  Aaron. 

William  Saunders,  .son  of  Gunnell 
Saunders,  was  born  in  Virginia  on  March 
II,  1780,  and  when  quite  young  moved 
with  his  father  to  Kentucky,  where  he  re- 
sided until  the  date  of  his  death,  Febru- 
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arv  21,  1870.  He  was  married  when  quite 
voung  in  Kentucky  to  Margaret  Mauzy. 
She  was  of  French  descent  and  was  born 
in  1 78 1  near  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 
Her  parents  moved  to  Kentucky  when 
she  was  nine  years  of  age  and  settled  near 
Sherburne  in  the  same  neighborhood 
with  the  Saunders  family.  They  moved 
to  Mount  Pleasant  in  the  spring  of  1856. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saunders  were  reli- 
giously inclined  and  were  members  of  the 
Christian  church  at  Mount  Pleasant.  She 
died  June  15,  1869. 

The  children  of  \\'illiam  and  Margaret 
Saunders  were : 

Sarah,  who  married  James  Grant,  and 
who  had  six  children. — William.  Roland, 
Margaret,  Jennie,  James  Austin,  and 
Frank.  But  two  of  these  children  are  now 
living.  Margaret,  and  James  Austin,  both 
of  whom  are  residing  in  Mount  Pleasant. 

Eleanor  was  born  February  13.  1805. 
in  Fleming  county,  Kentucky,  and  mar- 
ried Isaac  Fouche  April  20.  1826.  Their 
children  were  Emily.  Margaret.  James. 
Mary,  Barbara.  Sarah,  George  \\'..  and 
Matilda.  Those  now  living  are  Emily 
Vandall  and  James  Fouche,  who  live  at 
Osceola,  Iowa;  Mary  Ball,  of  Fresno, 
California,  and  Barbara  R.  and  Matilda, 
of  Mount  Pleasant. 

Austin,  who  lived  and  died  in  Ken- 
tucky. He  left  one  daughter,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  D.  Ringo,  who  resides  at 
Sherburne  Mills.  Fleming  county.  Ken- 
tucky. 

Ann,  who  married  Mathew  G.  Jones. 
They  had  three  children. — Jefferson, 
Thomas  and  Goldsmith. 

Margaret,  who  married  James  Garvin. 
Thev     had     seven     children:        Jasper, 


Samuel  Wallace,  x\nn  Eliza,  Sarah 
Harriet,  Mecca,  and  Julia.  Of  these 
Jasper,  Samuel  W^allace,  Ann  Eliza, 
and  Harriet  are  still  living,  but  the 
only  one  who  now  resides  at  Mount 
Pleasant  is  Samuel  Wallace,  who  is 
an  honored  citizen  and  who  for  a  long 
time  has  been  identified  with  Henry 
county  and  Mount  Pleasant,  both  as  a 
citizen  and  an  official. 

William  G.  was  born  in  Fleming  coun- 
ty. Kentucky,  December  25,  181 5,  and 
on  May  25,  1843,  ^^  ^^'^s  married  by  his 
uncle,  Aaron  Saunders,  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  in  Fleming  county,  to  Harriet 
Eliza  Saunders,  the  fourth  daughter  of 
Henry  Saunders,  a  native  of  New  York 
state.  She  was  in  no  way  related  to  her 
husband.  She  was  born  in  Gallipolis, 
Ohio,  May  22,  1824,  and  died  in  Mount 
Pleasjant, .  August  5,  1886.  after  a  pro- 
tracted illness.  They  moved  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Mount  Pleasant  in  the  spring  of 
■  1858."  Mr.  Saunders  died  at  Mount 
-Pleasant  on  December  3.  1899.  A  more 
extended  description  of  the  life  of  Wil- 
liam G.  Saunders  will  hereafter  be  given. 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Charles  Saun- 
ders, of  Fleming  county.  Kentucky.  She 
died  in  Mount  Pleasant  April  5.  1901. 
leaving  one  son,  Francis  Marion,  who 
lives  in  Ohio. 

Mary  married  C.  \\'.  Saunders,  by 
whom  she  had  two  sons.  Worthy  and  Wil- 
liam P.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  married  Cummings  Brown.  They  had 
several  children,  and  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Brown  she  married  William  Tolle. 
Both  she  and  Mr.  Tolle  are  now  dead. 

Aaron,  the  youngest  son,  married  Mary 
Wrenchv    in    Kentuckv.    and    uKwed    to 
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Blythedale.  Missouri.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  Margaret,  AHce, 
John,  James,  Squire,  and  Ehzabeth.  They 
are  both  laid  to  rest  in  Blythedale 
cemetery. 

GuNNELL  Saunders,  a  brother  of  Wil- 
liam Saunders  and  a  son  of  Gunnell  Saun- 
ders, was  born  in  Virginia,  July  27,  1783, 
and  moved  with  his  father  to  Kentucky. 
He  there  married  Mary  ]\Iauzy.  a  sister 
of  the  wife  of  A\'illiam  Saunders.  They 
lived  on  a  farm  about  ten  miles  south  of 
Flemingsburgh,  in  Fleming  county.  Ken- 
tucky, until  about  1829,  when  they  moved 
to  a  sparsely  settled  part  of  Illinois  not 
far  from  Springfield,  where  his  son  Pres- 
ley located  the  year  previous.  He  moved 
to  Mount  Pleasant  in  the  year  1845,  and 
owned,  and  lived  in  a  small  brick  cot- 
tage where  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  now  stands.  He  died  Octo- 
ber 26,  1848.  His  wife  died  October  18, 
1 85 1.     Their  children  were: 

Jonathan  R.,  who  was  born  in  Fleming- 
county,  Kentucky,  on  February  17,  1802, 
and  who  married  Sarah  McKinnie,  De- 
cember 18,  1823.  They  afterward  moved 
to  Springfield,  Illinois,  where  he  died  on 
April  8,  1886.  Their  children  were  As- 
bury  H..  and  Milton.  Milton  died  at 
Springfield,  Illinois,  October  18,  1902, 
leaving  a  wife  and  several  children.  As- 
bury  H.  is  still  residing  at  Springfield.  He 
has  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Ralph  \\'.  Hayes, 
of  Washington.  D.  C. 

Nancy,  who  was  born  -in  Fleming- 
county,  Kentucky.  March  16.  1806,  and 
who  married  Amos  Locke.  They  moved 
to  Monroe  county,  Indiana,  wdiere  she 
died.  Their  children  were:  Mary  Ann, 
Frances,  Sarah,  Xancv,  Alvin,  lames,  and 


Louisa.  Sarah  married  Lloyd  A.  Smith, 
her  husband  having  died  years  ago.  She 
had  three  children.  She  is  now  living 
in  Mount  Pleasant.  Nancy  married 
Thomas  Williams.  She  and  her  brother 
Alvin  died  a  few  years  ago.  Louisa  mar- 
ried Granville  Whisnand,  and  they  are 
now  living  in  Colorado. 

Frances  was  born  in  Fleming  county. 
Kentucky,  February  21,  1807.  She  mar- 
ried Robert  MacKey  and  afterward  mar- 
ried Arthur  Miller,  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel. They  had  no  children.  She  died 
at  Mount  Pleasant,  February  24,  1878. 

Presley,  the  founder  of  Alount  Pleas- 
ant, was  born  in  Fleming  county,  Ken- 
tucky, July  II,  1809,  and  died  in  Mount 
Pleasant  July  19,  1889.  A  more  extended 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Presley  Saunders  will 
be  hereafter  given. 

George  w-as  born  in  Fleming  county, 
Kentucky,  August  6,  181 1,  and  afterward 
moved  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.  May  12,  1898. 

Alvin,  who  was  born  in  Fleming  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  July  12,  181 5,  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  in 
1829,  and  in  1836  he  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant.  He  was  appointed  postmaster 
of  Mount  Pleasant  by  President  Van  Bu- 
ren,  and  served  as  such  postmaster  while 
Mount  Pleasant  was  in  the  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  and  Iowa  Territories.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Iowa  state  senate  from 
1854  to  1861,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Republican  national  convention,  which 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  president. 
On  March  26,  1861,  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Lincoln  as  Governor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Nebraska,  which  ofiice  he  held 
until     Nebraska   was   admitted    into    the 
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Union  as  a  state,  March  27,  1867.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  banking  business  in 
Omaha,  and  in  1877  was  elected  as  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate  from 
that  state,  which  office  he  held  until  1883. 
He  was  identified  with  many  important 
projects  and  enterprises  in  Omaha,  such 
as  the  construction  of  the  Omaha  & 
Southwestern  Railroad,  the  gas  works, 
the  smelting  works  and  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi and  International  Exposition.  In 
1856  he  was  married  to  Marthena  Bar- 
low in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  died  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  November  i,  1899, 
and  was  buried  in  Forest  Lawn  cemetery, 
at  Omaha.  His  w4fe  survives  him.  They 
had  two  children, — Charles  L.,  who  re- 
sides in  Omaha  and  is  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business  and  is  president  of  the 
Omaha  Real  Estate  and  Trust  Company, 
and  Mary,  who  married  Russell  B.  Harri- 
son.    She  is  also  in  Omaha. 

William  A.  was  born  in  Fleming  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  August  4,  18 18.  He 
moved,  with  his  parents,  to  Springfield, 
Illinois,  in  1829,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1845  he  moved  from  Springfield  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile and  banking  business  for  a  time 
with  his  brothers,  Presley  and  Alvin. 
About  i860  he  went  into  the  mercantile 
business  by  himself,  in  which  business  he 
continued  until  the  date  of  his  death,  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1865.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant  and 
was  greatly  interested  in  church  work.  On 
October  23,  1850,  he  married  Louisa 
Dickey,  daughter  of  Samuel  Dickey,  at 
Mount  Pleasant.  She  was  born  October 
2y,  1826,  in  Indiana,  and  in  October, 
1838,  moved  with  her  parents  to  Mount 


Pleasant.  She  died  in  Omaha  October 
6,  1904,  and  was  buried  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. They  had  several  children,  but  all 
died  in  their  infancy,  except  one  son, 
William  A.,  who  now  resides  in  Omaha, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  law  business. 

Mount  Pleasant  became  the  home  of 
quite  a  number  of  the  Saunders  family, 
and  it  has  been  the  last  resting  place  of 
its  older  members.  Presley  Saunders  ob- 
tained a  lot  in  the  city  cemetery,  dedicated 
the  "family  circle,"  erected  a  monument, 
and  in  this  circle  many  members  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  family  have  been 
buried. 

We  wish  to  refer  again  to  William  G. 
Saunders,  who  came,  with  his  wife,  to 
Mount  Pleasant  in  the  spring  of  1858.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage  he  had  no  prop- 
erty, but,  from  time  to  time,  he  accumu- 
lated a  little,  when  he  opened  a  store  in  a 
small  place  in  Fleming  county,  Kentucky, 
known  at  Plumer's  Mill,  but  owing  to  its 
unhealthy  location  they  left  that  neigh- 
borhood and  went  to  Elizaville  in  that 
county,  where  they  remained  for  one  year, 
and  then  went  to  L^nion  Mills,  one  and 
one-half  miles  west  of  Elizaville.  There 
Mr.  Saunders  built  a  store  building  and 
a  small  dwelling. 

Good  news  being  brought  from  the  set- 
tlers who  had  gone  west,. they  determined 
to  sell  out  and  move  to  Iowa,  so,  in  the 
fall  of  1857,  they  sold  their  Union  Mills 
property  and  in  the  spring  of  1858  they 
moved  to  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  where 
he  remained  until  the  date  of  his  death. 
December  3,  1899,  except  for  two  years 
spent  in  La  Grange  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  dry  goods 
business.     After  coming  to  Mount  Pleas- 
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ant  he  went  into  the  mercantile  business 
and  as  late  as  about  1875  he  was  engaged 
in  the  dry  goods  business  at  Mount 
Pleasant. 

Mr.  Saunders  became  interested  in  the 
First  National  Bank  shortly  after  its  or- 
ganization in  1866,  and  w-as  director  and 
officer  in  that  institution  until  he  died.  He 
was  the  third  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  succeeding  Charles  Snider 
to  that  office. 

Mr.  Saunders  was  a  man  who  had 
strong  personalities,  was  kind  and  con- 
siderate, and  had  a  faculty  for  making 
friends.  He  was  a  man  who  believed  more 
in  action  than  in  words,  and  what  he  did 
will  live  after  him.  He  helped  many  a 
person  over  a  financial  chasm  and  the  nu- 
merous charitable  things  which  he  did 
will  never  be  known.  His  will,  which 
was  probated  in  Mount  Pleasant,  shows 
the  character  of  the  man.  By  that  instru- 
ment he  left  a  ^'aluable  estate,  and  remem- 
bered in  a  substantial  way  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  of  his-  relatives  and  friends 
living  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and 
from  the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  He  not  only  remembered  his 
relatives  and  friends,  but  he  gave  to  the 
city  of  Mount  Pleasant  a  donation  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  the  interest  on  which 
amount  was  to  help  maintain  the  city 
cemetery.  He  also  gave  the  Christian 
church  two  thousand  dollars  the  Chris- 
tian Science  society  a  like  amount. 

For  about  fifteen  years  before  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Saunders,  Sarah  Fouche,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Eleanor  Fouche,  sister  of 
Mr.  Saunders,  came  through  their  very 
urgent  solicitation  to  make  her  home 
with  them  and  live  as  their  own  dauohter. 


They  were  both  very  much  attached  to  her. 
She  was  so  sacrificing  and  kind  that  Mrs. 
Saunders  urged  her  to  stay  and  keep  the 
home  for  her  uncle.  She  promised  her 
before  her  death,  on  August  6,  1886,  to 
remain,  and  did  everything  she  could  to 
make  the  lonely  home  cheerful.  Mr.  Saun- 
ders mourned  the  death  of  his  wife  very 
much  and  had  a  memorial  of  her  life 
published  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  book  to 
all  her  friends.  While  he  was  not  iden- 
tified with  any  church,  yet  he  gave  liber- 
ally, and  practiced  the  golden  rule. 

His  niece  was  not  permitted  to  remain 
long  with  him,  as  the  staff  of  his  declin- 
ing years.  On  July  4,  1898,  she  was 
called  home,  and  he  was  left  alone. 

Barbara  R.  Fouche,  her  sister,  came  to 
take  her  place  in  the  home,  and  was,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  with  him.  Owing 
to  the  confidence  he  reposed  in  her,  he 
made  Miss  Fouche  the  trustee  of  a  con- 
siderable fund  that  he  left  for  charitable 
purposes.  ]\Iany  persons  mourn  his  death 
as  having  lost  a  friend  who  could  not  be 
replaced. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heavenly 
Father  to  remove  from  our  midst  our 
worthy  president,  William  G.  Saunders, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  his  death  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
has  lost  an  efficient  officer,  an  earnest 
worker,  and  a  stanch  friend,  and  that  his 
memory  will  always  be  revered  by  his 
brother  officers  and  the  stockholders  of 
the  bank,  with  which  he  was  so  long 
connected. 
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Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  on  the  records  of  the  bank,  a  copy 
of  the  same  be  sent  to  the  members  of  his 
household,  who  have  our  sincerest  sym- 
pathy, and  that  a  copy  be  given  the  city 
papers  for  publication. 

I.  P.  Van  Cise, 
T.  J.  Van  Hon, 
W.   E.   Keeler, 

Committee. 


WILLIAM  G.  SAUNDERS. 

William  G.  Saunders,  one  of  the  oldest. 
most  respected  and  influential  citizens  of 
this  city  and  county,  died  at  his  home  on 
South  Jackson  street  about  11  o'clock 
Sunday  evening,  December  3,  1899.  His 
death  resulted  from  heart  disease,  and  was 
entirely  unlocked  for  at  this  time,  al- 
though both  he  and  his  relatives  had  been 
warned  by  the  family  physician  that  he 
would  quite  likely  pass  away  in  that  man- 
ner. Mr.  Saunders  had  been  suffering 
from  a  complication  of  troubles  for  a 
long  time,  and  his  death  was  a  matter  of 
but  a  few  months  at  best.  However, 
lately  he  had  been  feeling  unusually  well, 
and  was  up  town  the  previous  Friday  at- 
tending to  business  matters.  The  same 
day  he  was  out  at  his  farm  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  erection  of  a  home. 
Sunday  he  seemed  unusually  bright  and 
ate  three  hearty  meals.  In  the  evening 
he  spent  some  time  looking  over  the  plans 
for  the  ne^v  farm  house,  and  went  to  bed 
at  the  usual  hour.  x-Xbout  eleven  o'clock, 
however,  his  nieces  heard  Mr.  Saunders 


groaning  but  reached  his  side  too  late 
to  relieve  him.  Dr.  Smith  stated  that  it 
was  a  plain  case  of  heart  disease. 

Mr.  Saunders  would  ha\'e  been  eighty- 
four  years  old  this  coming  Christmas.  He 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  came  to  Iowa 
in  the  early  '50s.  He  has  always  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  business  enterprises, 
and  is  thought  to  have  been  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  the  county.  He  was  at 
the  time  of  his  death  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  a  stockholder  in  the 
Savings  Bank.  Aside  from  this  he  pos- 
sessed large  holdings  of  real  estate  in  the 
city  and  county.  He  also  had  large  in- 
vestments in  Omaha  and  other  parts  of 
the  west.  His  estate  is  estimated  to  be 
worth  between  $300,000  and  $500,000. 
He  riiade  a  will  disposing  of  his  property 
this  fall. 

j\Ir.  Saunders  died  a  widower  and 
childless.  His  wife  died  about  fifteen 
years  ago  and  he  never  had  children.  He 
leaves  a  brother  and  two  sisters:  Mr. 
Aaron  Saunders,  of  Blytheville,  Missouri, 
Mrs.  William  Tolle,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia, and  J\lrs.  Elizabeth  Saunders,  of 
this  city. 

Mr.  Saunders  was  cared  for  at  his 
home  by  three  nieces,  Alisses  Rena,  Mag- 
gie and  Tillie  Fouche,  who  kept  house 
for  him  and  whom  he  regarded  as  his 
children. 

Mr.  Saunders  and  his  family  were  affil- 
iated with  the  Christian  church. 

WAS    A    LARGE    FUNERAL. 

The  funeral  of  \\'illiam  G.  Saunders 
was  held  from  his  late  residence  on  South 
White  street,  Thursdav  afternoon,  at  half 
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past  two  o'clock.  There  was  a  large  con- 
course of  relatives  and  friends  present  at 
the  last  rites  over  the  remains  of  this 
most  esteemed  citizen,  whose  influence  on 
the  town  has  been  marked  for  years.  The 
services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  H.  T. 
Clark,  of  Leon,  Iowa,  formerly  pastor  of 
the  Christian  church  of  this  city,  and  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  O.  W.  Rogers,  of  the  Con- 
gregational church.  Rev.  Cantrell,  of 
Chicago,  formerly  pastor  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  here,  and  also  by  Father  Bas- 
sler,  of  the  St.  Alphonsus  Catholic  church. 
The  several  addresses  were  very  feeling 
and  appropriate.  Special  music  was  fur- 
nished by  a  male  quartette  consisting  of 
Messrs.  R.  A.  Budde,  Fred  Van  Hon,  I. 
P.  Van  Cise  and  W.  E.  Keeler.  The 
active  pall  bearers  were  Messrs.  James  T. 
Whiting,  H.  E.  Snider,  C.  F.  Snider,  W. 
A.  Worthington,  James  T.  Gillis,  Charles 
Hughes,  H.  J.  Twinting,  AV  E.  Keeler, 
and  Fred  Van  Hon.  The  honorary  pall 
bearers  were  Alessrs.  G.  H.  Spahr,  E.  L. 
Penn,  C.  V.  Arnold,  I.  P.  Van  Cise  and 
J.  G.  Budde.  The  interment  was  in  the 
city  cemetery  in  the  "Saunders  Circle."' 
As  a  mark  of  respect  the  First  National 
Bank  was  closed  the  entire  day  and  the 
National  State  &  Savings  Bank  during 
the  afternoon  of  the  day  of  the  funeral. 
There  were  a  very  large  number  of  rel- 
atives of  the  deceased  here  from  abroad 
to  attend  the  funeral.  Aside  from  his 
relatives  he  had  an  extensive  acquaintance 
over  the  city  and  county  that  was  grieved 
to  learn  of  his  death,  even  though  it  had 
been  his  lot  to  round  out  his  four  score 
of  years  and  end  a  life  of  unusual  energy 
and  success.  Mount  Pleasant  as  a  com- 
munity loses  one  of  its  best  citizens. 


LAST    WILL    AND    TESTAMENT. 

The  last  will  and  testament  of  the  late 
William  G.  Saunders  was  filed  with  the 
clerk  of  the  court  last  Friday.  In  some  re- 
spects it  is  as  interesting  a  document  as 
has  been  filed  there  for  a  long  time.  It 
was  known  that  Mr.  Saunders  was  a  very 
wealthy  man,  and  naturally  there  was 
much  interest  among,  not  only  the  rela- 
tives and  intimate  friends  of  the  deceased, 
but  also  in  the  community,  especially  as 
it  was  known  that  it  was  his  intentions 
to  divide  his  estate  up  into  small  be- 
quests. The  will  was  made  August  i, 
1899,  and  is  written  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, and  in  his  own  style.  The  will 
is  witnessed  by  Messrs.  W.  E.  Keeler, 
Fred  Van  Hon,  and  H.  J.  Twinting.  W. 
A.  Saunders,  of  Omaha,  and  Barbara  R. 
Fouche,  of  this  city,  are  named  as  the  ex- 
cutors  of  the  will.  There  is  no  estimating 
the  amount  of  Mr.  Saunder's  fortune  but 
it  was  large. 

After  a  touching  tribute  to  his  de- 
ceased wife,  and  also  to  his  neice,  Sallie 
Fouche,  also  deceased,  he  made  his  first 
bequest  in  the  shape  of  $2,000  to  the  citv 
of  Mount  Pleasant,  the  interest  from 
which  should  be  perpetually  used  to  keep 
the  old  city  cemetery  in  order. 

He  gave  to  the  Christian  church  of  this 
city  $2,000  in  cash,  and  also  gave  to  the 
Christian  Science  Society  of  this  city 
$2,000  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a 
church  edifice. 

A    WISE    DISTRIBUTION. 

The  preliminary  work  of  settling  the 
estate  of  the  late  W.  G.  Saunders  has  al- 
ready been  begun  by  the  executors.  No- 
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tices  are  being  sent  out  to  the  beneficiaries 
and  many  a  home  will  be  made  glad.  Mr. 
Saunders  is  sleeping  the  last  sleep  in  the 
family  circle,  by  the  side  of  his  wife  and 
near  relatives,  but  his  deeds  of  love  and 
kindness  will  go  on  for  years  to  come.  It 
is  seldom  that  a  man  of  wealth  makes 
such  a  wise  and  satisfactory  distribution 
of  his  property.  It  seems  as  if  every  be- 
quest made  was  only  after  a  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  needs  and  merits  of  the 
beneficiary.  His  aim  seemed  to  be  to 
distribute  his  great  estate  where  it  would 
do  the  greatest  possible  good.  And  after 
providing  for  upwards  of  two  hundred 
relatives  and  friends  with  rare  discrimina- 
tion he  left  a  very  large  sum  to  be  held 
in  trust  for  the  needy.  The  amount  of 
good  that  IMiss  Fouche  can  do  with  that 
fund  is  beyond  words  to  express.  In 
scores  of  homes  the  checks  for  $1,000  and 
$500  will  come  as  a  Godsend,  relieving 
want  and  scattering  the  clouds  of  anxiety. 
W.  G.  Saunders  could  not  have  left  a 
greater  monument  to  his  own  worth  than 
his  own  last  "will  and  testament,"  and 
long  after  the  granite  shaft  that  has  been 
reared  in  the  "Saunders  Circle"  shall  have 
crumbled  to  dust  the  splendid  work  of  re- 
lieving want  and  suffering  will  still  go 
bravely  on. 

RESPECTS    A    DEAD    WIFE's    WISHES. 

As  preface  to  his  will  Mr.  Saunders 
says : 

"The  writer  of  this  document.  \\\  G. 
Saunders,  will  make  this  statement  or 
preface  in  connection  with  his  last  will 
and  testament  that  he  and  his  wife,  H. 
Eliza  Saunders,  who  died  August  5,  1886, 
having    labored    faithfully    together    all 


through  their  married  life,  and  was  so 
fortunate  as  to  accumulate  some  property, 
and  feeling  that  it  is  not  only  his  privi- 
lege, but  his  duty  to  bestow  on  those  of 
her  relatives  and  choice  as  well  as  those 
of  his  own  relatives,  knowing  it  would  be 
her  desire. 

TRIBUTE   TO   A    FAITHFUL   NIECE. 

Continuing  ]\Ir.  Saunders  pays  the  fol- 
lowing tribute  to  the  memory  of  Miss 
Sallie  Fouche,  who  died  last  year : 

"And  now  his  niece,  Sallie  E.  Fouche, 
who  had  lived  with  him  so  long  and  was 
always  so  faithful  and  kind  and  did  every 
thing  in  her  power  to  relieve  and  com- 
fort Mrs.  Saunders,  during  her  life  of 
affliction,  and  was  always  kind  to  me  in 
looking  after  every  comfort,  she  having 
passed  away  and  having  made  the  request 
that  her  sister,  B.  R.  Fouche,  should  take 
her  place  in  my  home,  and  inherit  her  be- 
quests in  property  that  was  intended  for 
her  to  be  given  to  B.  R.  Fouche.  and  as  I 
believe  partly  in  trust  for  others.  And 
now  I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  grant 
her  request  as  I  had  promised.  As  I  al- 
wavs  felt  like  remunerating  her  ior  her 
unselfish  life  and  as  this  is  the  only  way 
I  have  left  to  bestow  on  her  is  to  grant 
the  request,  with  these  preliminary  re- 
marks, I  will  proceed  to  write  my  last 
will  in  as  plain  a  manner  as  I  can.  so  as 
to  prevent  any  litigation  or  dissatis- 
faction." 

PAYS   AN   OLD  DOCTOr's   BILL. 

Possibly  the  best  testimony  in  support 
of  his  scrupulcnis  honesty  and  his  intent 
to  defraud  no  man  can  be  found  in  a 
note  to  his  will  which  reads  as  follows: 


\20 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


"This  is  to  certify  that  Benjamin  Dud- 
ley, of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  saved  my 
Hfe  by  a  surgical  operation  in  the  year 
1837,  and  giving  me  medical  attention  for 
two  months.  I  had  nothing  wherewith 
to  pay  the  Doctor  for  his  services,  but 
promised  him  as  soon  as  I  was  able  to  pay 
him  I  would  do  so.  His  usual  charges  in 
such  cases  would  be  $500.  I  did  not  feel 
able  to  pay  that  for  about  thirty  years. 
Since  then  I  have  neglected  to  pay  this 
debt  which  I  justly  owe  with  six  per  cent 
interest  until  paid.  Dr.  Dudley  having 
died  it  will  be  due  his  heirs." 

Just  what  Mr.  Saunders  estate  will 
amount  to  w411  not  be  known  until  the 
final  report  of  the  executors  it  made.  It 
is  believed,  however,  that  after  all  the 
legacies  are  paid  and  the  expenses  of  the 
settlement  of  the  estate  deducted  there  will 
still  be  left  a  large  sum  to  held  in  trust 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  It  is  thought 
that  it  may  amount  to  $100,000.  The 
interest  as  well  as  principal  is  to  be  de- 
voted to  the  need  of  the  poor  until  it  is 
all  used  up. 

It  was  also  a  graceful  thing  to  leave 
the  city  in  trust  the  $2,000  for  the  care 
of  the  city  cemetery.  In  this  plot  of 
ground  are  buried  not  only  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  Saunders  family,  but  also  a 
great  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town,  and  it  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  the 
relatives  of  these  to  know  that  the  ceme- 
tery will  now  be  cared  for,  as  it  should 
be.  The  city  of  Mount  Pleasant  has  never 
done  the  right  thing  by  the  old  cemetery, 
and  none  felt  it  keener  than  Mr.  Saun- 
ders. Half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  trust 
fund  go  to  the  general  care  of  the  ceme- 
tery   and    the    other  half    goes    to    the 


maintenance  and  permanent  care  of  the 
"Saunders  Circle." 

Another  handsome  remembrance  was 
the  gift  of  $2,000  to  the  Christian  church. 
This  church  has  been  struggling  under  a 
heavy  debt  for  a  number  of  years,  until 
the  members  lost  courage.  The  munifi- 
cence of  yh.  Saunders  pays  off  the  debt 
and  gives  to  the  members  new  hope  and 
courage. 

His  gift  to  the  Christion  Scientists  of 
the  city  is  said  to  be  in  memory  of  Miss 
Sallie  Fouche.  who  was  an  earnest  worker 
among-  them. 


PRESLEY  SAUNDERS. 

Presley  Saunders  was  born  in  Fleming 
county,  Kentucky,  July  11,  1809,  and  emi- 
grated to  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  the  year 
1828,  and  there  engaged  in  farming  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Black  Hawk  war 
in  1832.  He  enlisted  in  Captain  Moftet's 
company,  and  was  an  active  participant  in 
the  events  following,  which  lead  to  the 
capture  of  Black  Hawk.  The  treaty  of 
1833,  and  the  settlement  of  this  territory 
by  the  whites.  He  was  in  the  same  regi- 
ment with  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  they 
were  close,  intimate  and  personal  friends. 
In  1834  he,  with  his  four  companions, 
started  west,  and  finally  located  on  the 
site  of  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  set  his 
stakes  and  pre-empted  the  land  from  the 
government.  In  February,  1835,  he 
brought  his  family  from  Illinois.  In  1836 
he  opened  a  store  in  the  new  village  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  there  began  the  busi- 
ness life  which  he  followed,   with  strict 
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integrity  and  always  with  success,  for 
fifty-two  consecutive  years,  making  him 
the  oldest  merchant  in  the  state. 

In  the  early  days  Presley  Saunders, 
with  his  brothers,  Alvin  and  William  A., 
organized  a  private  bank,  which  they  op- 
erated safely  and  successfully.  In  the 
year  1862  this  bank  went  under  the  name 
of  Saunders,  Kibbin  &  Company,  and  con- 
tinued thus  up  to  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion as  the  First  National  Bank  of  Mount 
Pleasant.  Presley  Saunders  was  presi- 
dent of  the  First  National  Bank  from  the 
time  it  was  organized  up  to  the  date  of 
his  death,  July  19,  1889. 

In  1830  he  was  married  to  Aliss  Edith 
Cooper,  of  Sangamon  county,  Illinois,  but 
she  died  at  Mount  Pleasant  in  1836.  They 
had  one  child,  Alary,  who  married  John 
W.  !\IcCoy.  In  1837  Mr.  Saunders  was 
married  to  Huldah  Bowen.  She  was  born 
in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  in  181 7.  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rhoda  Bowen.  na- 
tives of  Maryland  and  Kentucky.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  four  children. 
Smith,  who  lived  in  Mount  Pleasant  for 
quite  a  number  of  years,  and  afterward 
moved  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  where  he 
died  on  April  15,  1901,  leaving  two  sons, 
Alvin  B.,  who  married  Alice  Saunders 
and  who  died  in  1904,  leaving  a  wife  and 
three  children  who  now  live  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri :  Eliza,  the  wife  of  John 
Bowman,  now  residing  'in  York,  Ne- 
braska, and  who  have  three  children ;  and 
Etna,  who  married  Fred  Hope,  and  who 
now  lives  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  with  her 
daughter,  ]Mrs.  Chester  Rouse. 

The  life  of  Presley  Saunders  was  full 
of  encouragement  to  young  men  who  had 
an  earnest  desire  to  succeed.     He  started 


only  with  a  capital  of  a  good  constitution ; 
was  temperate  and  had  frugal  habits ;  was 
industrious,  and  was  full  of  perseverance. 
From  these  humble  beginnings  he  raised 
himself  to  a  prominent  position  in  the 
community  and  acquired  an  ample  fortune. 


WILLIAM  P.  YOUNG. 

AVilliam  P.  Young,  who  was  formerly 
engaged  in  general  farming  in  Henry 
county  but  now  devotes  his  attention  to 
the  purchase  and  sale  of  wool  in  ]\Iount 
Pleasant,  where  he  is  also  known  as  a 
real-estate  dealer,  was  born  in  Fulton 
county,  Ohio,  Januar}^  i,  1838,  his  parents 
being  William  and  Esther  (Stott)  Young. 
The  father  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland, 
and  when  ten  years  of  age  was  brought 
to  Aemrica  by  his  parents,  who  settled  in 
Pennsylvania.  There  he  was  reared  to 
the  occupation  of  a  miller  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  removed  from  the  Keystone  state 
to  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  where  for 
twentv-five  years  he  li\'ed  upon  a  farm.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Esther  Stott,  a  native 
of  Danville,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  year 
1855  they  came  to  Iowa,  settling  first  in 
Muscatine  county,  whence  in  1856  they 
came  to  Henry  county,  locating  in  Marion 
township,  seven  miles  north  of  ]\Iount 
Pleasant,  on  a  partially  improved  farm. 
The  mother's  death  occurred  on  that  farm 
in  October,  188 1,  and  in  1884  the  father 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Nancy  Philips.  Both  parents  of 
our  subject  were  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  in  Pennsylvania,  but  in  Ohio 
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became  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  In  his  poHtical  views  Mr.  Young 
was  a  democrat  untilafter  1852  ;in  1856  he 
became  a  repubHcan  and  cast  his  ballot  for 
Fremont,  and  continued  to  support  that 
party  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise.  Wliile 
living  in  Ohio  he  served  as  a  school  di- 
rector, but  he  had  no  desire  for  the  hon- 
ors or  emoluments  of  public  office.  The 
father  died  April  18,  1881.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  interred  in  Hickoiy  Grove 
cemetery.  In  their  family  were  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  yet  living :  Charles 
S.,  who  married  ]\Iiss  Johanna  Williams, 
and  resides  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa ; 
Robert,  who  married  Martha  Nicholson 
and  resides  in  IMarion  township,  Henry 
county;  William  P.,  of  this  review;  and 
IMiller,  who  married  Iowa  ^^'ray  and  re- 
sides in  North  Liberty  township,  ten  miles 
northwest  of  Iowa  City. 

William  P.  Young  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio 
and  following  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Iowa  he  continued  his  studies  in  the 
Howe  Academy,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  His 
present  beautiful  home  is  situated  on  the 
original  site  of  that  academy  and  the  old 
well  and  cistern  are  still  in  use.  After 
finishing  his  education  Mr.  Young  en- 
gaged in  farming  with  his  brother  Charles 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  put  aside 
business  cares  in  order  to  respond  to  his 
country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  in  1861  as 
a  member  of  Company  K,  Fourth  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, with  which  he  served  throughout  the 
war,  being  granted  a  furlough  of  a  month 
at  the  time  of  his  re-enlistment  as  a  vet- 
eran. He  participated  in  twenty-one  dif- 
ferent engagements,  including  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  the  \\^ilson  raid.     He  was 


also  in  the  last  battle  of  the  war  at  Colum- 
bus, Georgia,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Atlanta,  while  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  he  was  mustered  out,  having  served 
from  October  9,  1861,  to  August  25, 
1865.  He  was  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier, 
always  true  to  his  duty  on  the  picket  line 
or  the  firing  line,  and  w^ith  a  creditable 
militar}-  record  he  returned  to  ]\Iount 
Pleasant. 

i\Ir.  Young  soon  afterward  settled  upon 
a  farm  near  the  city  and  was  there  ex- 
tensively and  successfully  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  fine  stock,  making  a  specialty 
of  shorthorn  cattle  for  over  thirty  years, 
during  which  time  he  held  twelve  public 
sales  and  realized  a  good  financial  return 
upon  his  investment.  He  became  known 
as  one  of  the  leading  stockmen  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  and  gained  an  excellent 
reputation  as  a  judge  of  farm  animals, 
which  enabled  him  to  make  judicious  pur- 
chases and  profitable  sales.  In  1902  he  re- 
moved to  the  city  of  Mount  Pleasant.  For 
seven  3'ears  he  has  been  engaged  in  han- 
dling wool  and  he  also  operates  in  real  es- 
tate, having  negotiated  some  important 
property  transfers  in  this  city  and  county. 
He  is  now  interested  in  farm  lands  in 
Butler  county,  ^Missouri,  where  he  owns  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  1866,  Mr.  Young 
was  married  to  ]\Iiss  ]\Iary  B.  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  May 
30,  1846,  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Lydia 
E.  (Bruce)  Smith,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Virginia,  the  father  born  April 
13,  1796,  and  the  latter  on  the  22d  of 
June,  18 12.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
in  1856  came  to  Henry  county,  buying  a 
farm  at  Hickory  Grove,   where  he  li^'ed 
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until  his  death.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  18 12.  His  early  political  alle- 
giance was  given  to  the  whig  partv  and  he 
afterward  was  a  stanch  republican,  hold- 
ing some  township  offices  within  the  gift 
of  his  friends  and  neighbors.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  ^Methodist 
church,  in  which  he  served  as  steward  and 
class  leader  and  in  the  work  of  the  church 
they  \\ere  actively  and  helpfully  inter- 
ested. ]\Ir.  Smith  died  February  23,  1862, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  November  22, 
1893,  both  being  interred  in  Hickory 
Grove  cemeteiy. 

Unto  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Young  have  been 
born  five  children,  of  \A"hom  four  are  now 
living.  Clara  Ellen,  born  May  31,  1867, 
became  the  wife  of  Enoch  D.  Xixon  and 
died  January  15,  1893.  William  Emory, 
born  ]\Iay  7,  1869,  married  Susan  Camp- 
bell, by  whom  he  has  three  children,  Karl, 
Mai*}-  Emily  and  William  Thomas,  and 
their  home  is  in  Marion  township.  Charles 
Bruce,  born  Alarch  8,  1872,  married  Helen 
Andrews  and  lives  near  Kalispell,  ]\Ion- 
tana.  Mary  Emily,  born  May  19,  1877,  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Guy  Ramsay,  of  North 
Liberty,  Iowa,  by  ^^'hom  she  has  two  chil- 
dren, Paul  and  JMary  Lurene.  Edith 
Elizabeth,  born  March  9,  1882,  is  pur- 
suing the  study  of  vocal  music  in  Chicago, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Fish 
Griffin. 

Mr.  Young  is  a  stalwart  republican  luit 
never  seeks  or  desires  office,  although  he 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  the  cause  of  education  finding  in 
him  a  warm  friend.  He  belongs  to  Mc- 
Farlane  Post,  No.  20,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest 
and  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 


copal church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
steward  for  over  forty  years.  He  has 
witnessed  almost  the  entire  growth  of 
Mount  Pleasant  and  of  Henr\^  county,  for 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  here  he  found  a 
small  village  in  the  midst  of  a  district 
largely  wild  and  unimproved.  He  has 
taken  just  pride  in  what  has  been  accom- 
plished and  has  lived  an  upright  life,  his 
word  being  as  good  as  any  bond  that  was 
ever  solemnized  by  signature  or  seal.  In 
manner  he  is  genial  and  pleasant  and  his 
intelligence  and  personal  worth  have 
gained  him  high  respect,  while  equally 
admirable  qualities  have  won  warm  friend- 
ships for  Mrs.  Young.  His  business  has 
resulted  in  bringing  to  him  a  handsome 
competence,  for  placing  his  dependence 
upon  safe  and  substantial  qualities  he  has 
labored  consecutively  and  earnestly  and  is 
now  in  possession  of  a  handsome  com- 
petence. 


JOHN  ELGAR. 


John  Elgar,  deceased,  who  left  behind 
him  an  untarnished  name  as  well  as  a 
comfortable  competence,  was  born  in  Jef- 
ferson county,  Ohio,  near  Salem,  on  the 
2 1  St  of  April.  1843,  his  parents  being 
\\'illiam  and  Nancy  (Watson)  Elgar.  He 
comes  of  German  lineage,  his  father  hav- 
ing- been  born  in  Germany  on  the  31st  of 
July,  1806,  and  the  mother  was  likewise  a 
native  of  that  land.  On  crossing  the  At- 
lantic to  America  they  took  up  their  abode 
in  Ohio,  where  the  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming  for  a  few  years. 
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and  then  removed  with  his  family  to  Indi- 
ana, where  he  again  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  also  worked  at 
the  blacksmith's  trade.  He  came  to  Iowa 
in  1868  and  lived  retired  in  Henry  county 
until  1874,  when  he  returned  to  Indiana, 
wdiere  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
on  the  15th  of  August,  1885.  In  politics 
he  was  always  a  democrat,  after  becoming 
a  naturalized  citizen.  In  his  family  were 
five  children,  but  all  have  now  passed 
away. 

John  Elgar  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  early  becoming 
familiar  with  the  duties  and  labors  that 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  In  1866 
he  became  a  resident  of  Henry  county, 
and  in  1874  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  his  widow  now  resides,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  5,  Marion 
township.  A  few  improvements  had  been 
made  thereon,  but  ]Mr.  Elgar  erected  the 
present  fine  farm  house,  also  set  out  an 
orchard  and  added  other  modern  equip- 
ments and  accessories  of  a  model  farm. 
As  the  years  passed,  he  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  the  work  of  tilling  the  soil,  and 
annually  harvested  good  crops.  He  was 
also  a  veterinary  surgeon,  being  one  of 
the  first  to  practice  the  profession  in  the 
county. 

In  1869  Mr.  Elgar  was  married  to  Miss 
Augusta  Everetts,  who  was  born  in 
Henry  county,  September  26,  1845,  '^I'^d  is 
a  daughter  of  Lorentz  and  Margaret 
(Wiggins)  Everetts,  the  former  a  native 
of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Her  paternal  grandfather  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  rose 
to  the  rank  of  colonel.     Mr.  Everetts  was 


a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  on  coming 
to  the  west  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  in 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  in  1842.  Here  he 
devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  un-til  his  demise. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  w^ere  laid  to  rest  in 
Findlay  cemetery,  in  this  county.  In 
their  family  were  nine  children,  but  only 
four  are  now  living :  Emilius,  wdio  mar- 
ried ]\Iiss  Maggie  Montgomery,  and  re- 
sides upon  the  old  home  farm  in  Jefferson 
township;  Mrs.  Elgar;  Jael,  who  married 
Samuel  Green,  and  resides  near  Trenton ; 
and  Mrs.  Genevieve  Campbell,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Superior,  Nebraska. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elgar  were  born 
six  children,  five  of  whom  survive:  Al- 
bert, who  was  born  in  this  county,  Janu- 
ary 16,  1870,  and  is  living  in  California; 
May,  who  was  born  February  13,  1872. 
and  is  at  home  with  her  mother;  John, 
who  was  born  August  20,  1875,  and  op- 
erates the  old  homestead  place ;  Homer, 
who  was  born  September  29,  1878,  and 
Herman,  born  November  13,  1882,  and 
now  a  teacher  in  the  home  school.  Albert 
and  May  both  attended  the  Iowa  AA^es- 
le}'an  University,  and  Herman  was  grad- 
uated at  Antrim's  College  and  Normal 
School  for  Teachers.  Mr.  Elgar  died 
very  suddenly,  after  an  illness  of  four 
days,  on  the  7th  of  September,  1905,  when 
sixty-seven  years  of  age,  and  the  inter- 
ment occurred  in  Findlay  Chapel  ceme- 
tery. There  were  no  exciting  chapters  in 
his  life  history,  but  his  record  was  that 
of  a  man  honorable  and  reliable  at  all 
times,  and  who,  in  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  each  day's  duty,  w^on  success  and 
also  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow  men.     He  was  devoted  to  the 
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welfare  of  his  family,  and  gave  strict  at- 
tention to  his  business,  in  order  that  he 
might  provide  for  their  support.  He  left 
his  widow  a  good  farm  in  Marion  town- 
ship, and  she  also  ow'ns  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  farm  land  in  Kansas.  The 
family  is  well  known  in  the  community, 
and  the  members  of  the  household  enjoy 
an  enviable  position  in  social  circles. 


SAMUEL  BROWN. 

Samuel  Brown,  living  on  section  17, 
Marion  township,  was  reared  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming.  He  has  made  it  his 
life  work,  and  is  today  accounted  one  of 
the  leading  and  prosperous  agriculturists 
of  the  county.  He  was  born  January  23, 
1830,  in  Rush  county,  Indiana,  a  son  of 
Steward  and  ]\Iatilda  (Kinton)  Brown. 
His  paternal  grandparents,  natives  of  Eng- 
land, came  to  America  about  1805  and  set- 
tled in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  grand- 
father. Steward  Brown,  followed  his  trade 
of  coverlid  w^eaver.  After  about  ten  years 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio.  His 
son.  Steward  Brown,  was  born  in  West- 
moreland, England,  in  1799,  and  was 
about  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the 
emigration  of  his  parents  to  the  new  world. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  accompanied 
them  to  Ohio  and  there  he  learned  the  trade 
of  coverlid  weaving  from  his  father.  He 
wedded  Miss  Matilda  Kinton,  who  was 
born  in  1800.  Her  father,  Thomas  Kin- 
ton, was  born  and  reared  in  Germany,  and 
coming  to  the  United  States,  became  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  181 2.  When  thirty 
years  of  age  Steward  Brown  removed  to 


Indiana,  where  he  carried  on  weaving, 
doing  all  kinds  of  work  in  that  line.  He 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  afterward  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  republican  party.  He  died  in  Indiana 
in  1868,  and  his  wife  survived  until  Sep- 
tember, 1 88 1.  In  their  family  were  thir- 
teen children,  twelve  of  whom  reached 
adult  age,  while  six  are  yet  living,  namely : 
Samuel;  Robert,  who  married  Miss  Mai-y 
E.  Bowen  and  lives  in  Center  township, 
Hemy  county,  Iowa;  James  H.,  who  mar- 
ried Alice  Lemons  and  resides  in  Pulaski 
county,  Indiana;  Nathaniel,  who  wedded 
Mary  Rliodes  and  lives  near  Logansport; 
Richard  is  a  resident  of  Indianapolis,  In- 
diana, and  Phoebe  A.,  of  Indianapolis, 
whose  husband  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war.  Thomas  Brown,  a  brother  of  our 
subject,  now  deceased,  responded  to  the 
last  call  for  troops  and  served  with  the 
Twenty-eighth  Indiana  Regiment  until 
the  close  of  hostilities.  ^Martin,  another 
brother,  enlisted  twice  in  the  same  regi- 
ment, serving  throughout  the  period  of 
hostilities  and  participating  in  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  the  battle  of  Chattanooga. 
John  Brown,  a  third  brother,  served  in  the 
same  regiment,  but  after  two  months  in 
the  army,  died  at  Gallatin.  Tennessee. 

Samuel  Brown  never  attended  school 
except  for  six  months  in  his  life,  but  by 
study,  investigation  and  observation  he 
has  acquired  a  good  general  knowledge, 
and  in  the  school  of  experience  has  learned 
many  valuable  lessons.  He  remained  upon 
his  father's  fann  in  his  youth,  and  as  he 
was  the  eldest,  the  labor  and  management 
of  the  place  largely  devolved  upon  him, 
while  his  father  gave  his  attention  to  weav- 
ing.     Subsequently,    Mr.    Brown   of   this 
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review  spent  t\\o  years  at  work  as  a  fann 
hand  in  Indiana,  and  then  came  to  Heniy 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  for 
three  years  and  three  months,  working 
with  James  Leech  on  his  farm  on  the 
shares.  This  was  opposite  his  present 
place  of  residence. 

On  the  8th  of  January.  1856,  ^Ir. 
Brown  was  married  to  Aliss  Jincy  Ray, 
who  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1832  and 
died  in  1866.  Mr.  Brown  made  his  Avay 
to  Iowa  first  and  earned  a  certain  sum  of 
money  before  he  felt  that  he  was  justified 
in  assuming  the  cares  of  married  life.  He 
soon  accumulated  this  sum,  however,  and 
following  his  marriage  settled  in  Shelby 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  lived  until  after 
the  death  of  his  wife.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  one  is 
now  living,  Robert  M.,  who  was  born 
January  2,  1857,  in  Shelby  county,  Indi- 
ana, and  who  came  with  his  father  to 
Heniy  county,  Iowa,  in  1870.  Here  he 
has  since  carried  on  farming  in  Marion 
township,  and  in  1894  he  built  his  present 
attractive  home.  He  has  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  which  constitute  a 
valuable  and  productive  farm,  and  he  has 
made  all  of  the  improvements  upon  this 
property.  He  also  owns  forty  acres  of 
land  in  \\"ayne  township,  and  his  father 
resides  with  him  upon  the  farm  in  ]\larion 
township.  In  politics  he  adheres  to  demo- 
cratic principles,  but  at  local  elections 
where  no  issues  are  involved  he  votes  in- 
dependently. He  has  been  a  school  director 
for  several  years  and  is  an  enterprising, 
wide-awake  citizen,  active  and  alert  in 
business  and  in  public  affairs  as  well. 
R.  M.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist  church,    in    which    he    is    servinsf   as 


steward.  He  was  married  in  March,  1885, 
to  ]Miss  Man-  E.  Collins,  who  was  born 
in  Tippecanoe  township,  Henry  county, 
in  April,  1861,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Alartha  (Heck)  Collins.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Germany,  February  7,  1825, 
and  came  to  America  when  ten  years  of 
age.  He  was  married  in  this  country  to 
]\Iiss  Martha  Heck,  Avhose  birth  occurred 
in  Virginia,  April  27,  1827.  In  the  '40s 
he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  upon  a  farm  in 
Henry  county,  and  his  death  occurred  here 
in  Alarch,  1895.  He  was  a  republican  in 
his  political  views  and  in  religious  faith 
a  Friend,  or  Quaker,  while  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church.  She 
still  survives  her  husband  and  is  living 
upon  the  home  farm  in  Tippecanoe  town- 
ship at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  In 
the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  were 
ten  children:  Sarah,  who  married  Joel 
Campbell  and  died  January  26,  1873; 
Alice,  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Laird; 
Edward,  who  married  Ella  Wilmet  and 
resides  in  Salem  township;  Eliza,  who  is 
the  widow  of  Alfred  ^^^^ittlesy  and  makes 
her  home  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant;  Mary  E., 
the  wife  of  Robert  ]\I.  Brown,  of  Marion 
township;  Cornelius  S.,  who  is  living  in 
WtsX.  Oakland,  Iowa;  Lydia  C,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Needder,  of  Kansas;  Harvey 
J.,  who  resides  with  his  mother;  Delia, 
the  wife  of  John  Gopin,  of  Danville,  lowa^ 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Unto  ]\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Brown  have  been 
born  three  children:  Ray  C,  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  1887:  Florence  Ruth,  October 
12,  1892:  and  Gilbert,  December  29,  1899. 
On  the  28th  of  September.  1868,  Sam- 
uel Brown  was  a  second  time  married, 
j\Irs.   Marv  M.   lones  becoming  his  wife. 
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She  was  born  in  Virginia,  June  5,  1828, 
and  was  the  last  surviving  member  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  whose  parents  were 
George  and  Elizabeth  Torronce,  natives 
of  Virginia  and  farming  people,  who  died 
in  Iniiiana.  For  her  first  husband  Mary 
AI.  Torronce  chose  Wesley  Jones,  and 
after  his  death  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  Mr.  Brown.  She  died  March  7,  1900, 
at  the  age  of  se^xnty-two  years  and  her 
remains  were  interred  in  Nebraska. 

Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.    Bro\^'n   came   to   Iowa   and    for   ten 
years  resided  upon  a  farm  in  Wayne  town- 
ship, Henry  county.     He  then  removed  to 
Nebraska,  settling  upon  a  farm,  where  he 
lived  until  the  death  of  his  second  wife. 
For  fifty-nine  summers  he  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  corn  and  then  sold  his  farm 
and  went  to  live  with  his  son  Robert,  with 
whom  he  now  finds  a  pleasant  home.     He 
casts  his  ballot  for  the  presidential  nomi- 
nees of  the  democratic  party,  but  at  local 
elections    votes    independently.     He    first 
supported   Franklin   Pierce.      He  and  his 
second  wife  were  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  but  he  has  since  joined 
the  Methodist  church.    ^Vhen  he  first  came 
to  Iowa  there  were  no  homes  of  any  note 
in    the    county    and    straggling   bands    of 
Indians     were     frecjuently    seen.      Mount 
Pleasant  was  but  a  small  village,  in  which 
there  was  no  railroad  and  no  telegraphic 
or  telephonic  communication.     The  settlers 
were  widely  scattered,  but  Mr.  Brown  has 
lived   to   wdtness   the   introduction   of   all 
modern  invention  and  improvement,  while 
the  county  has  become  thickly  settled  with 
a  prosperous  and  contented  people.     He  is 
entirely   a   self-made  man,    having   never 
received  but  two  hundred  dollars  as  a  gift 


in  his  life,  his  father  giving  him  one  hun- 
dred dollars  and  his  father-in-law  an  ecjual 
amount.  He  has,  however,  made  a  good 
living  as  the  years  have  gone  by  and  has 
been  generous  of  his  means  with  others 
less  fortunate.  Honest  and  upright,  his 
name  is  a  synonym  for  integrity,  and  he 
is  greatly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


LYMAN  COBB. 


Lyman  Cobb,  deceased,  whose  life  ex- 
emplified all  the  traits  of  the  good  citizen 
and  upright  man,   was  born  in  the  .state 
of  New  York  in  1833,  a  son  of  Usual  and 
Sarah    (Stevens)    Cobb.     The   father  re- 
sided for  a  number  of  years  in  the  Em- 
pire state,  and  upon  removing  to  the  west 
settled   in   Janesville,    Wisconsin,   whence 
he  afterward  came  to  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  re- 
maining days  upon  a  farm,  their  remains 
being  interred  in  Forest  Home  cemeteiy, 
about  twenty-six  years  ago.     They  ^^■ere 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
their   lives   were   in   harmony    with   their 
professions.     They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  seven  sons  and  tliree  daughters, 
of  whom   four  are  living:     Gerry,   who 
resides  in  Correctionville,  Iowa ;  Ebenezer, 
who  is  also  a  resident  of  Correctionville; 
William,  who  is  living  at  Littleton,  near 
Denver,  Colorado;  and  Warren,  who  re- 
sides at  Columbus  Junction,  Iowa.     Two 
of  the  sons,  Gerry  and  Luman,  the  latter 
now   deceased,    were   soldiers   throughout 
the  Civil  war.     During  the  time  of  the 
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war  Mr.  Cobb  paid  three  hundred  dollars 
for  a  substitute  and  also  took  to  his  home 
the  family  of  his  brother  Luman  and  cared 
for  them,  so  that  while  not  at  the  front 
he  did  much  for  the  cause. 

Lyman  Cobb  of  this  review  attained  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  New 
York  and  entered  upon  his  business  career 
by  working  by  the  month  in  a  hotel,  where 
he  was  employed  until  about  1862.  He 
then  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  spent 
two  years  on  a  farm  and  in  1864  arrived 
in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  became  iden- 
tified with  agricultural  interests  in  this 
state.  Here  he  owned  one  hundred  acres 
and  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  in  his  work  was  practical  and 
systematic.  He  placed  his  fields  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  gained  a  good 
profit  from  the  sale  of  his  crops  and  of 
his  stock.  Thus  he  annually  added  to  his 
income  until  he  had  acquired  a  comfortable 
competence,  and  in  1890  retired  from  fur- 
ther active  connection  with  agricultural  in- 
terests and  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant, 
taking  up  his  abode  at  No.  603  East  Henry 
street,  where  he  purchased  a  pleasant  home 
and  where  his  widow  still  resides. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  1856,  Mr. 
Cobb  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  M.  Drum,  who  was  born  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  Pennsylvania,  January  30, 
1833,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Katherine  (Gordon)  Drum,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  was  a  good 
accountant,  often  acting  as  bookkeeper  for 
various  firms.  He  also  farmed  at  times 
and  was  an  active,  energetic  business  man. 
He  held  membership  in  the  Odd  Fellows 
society  and  also  in  the  Methodist  church. 


while  his  wife  \\3.?>  a  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran church.  His  political  support  was 
given  to  the  republican  party  and  he  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  number  of 
years,  his  decisions,  which  were  strictly 
fair  and  impartial,  winning  him  favorable 
regard  from  the  general  public.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  passed  away  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  mother  dying  atout  eight  or  nine  years 
ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drum  were  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Cobb 
is  the  only  one  now  living.  Unto  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  were  born  four  sons: 
Benjamin  Franklin,  who  was  born  in  Rock 
county,  Wisconsin,  December  7,  1858,  and 
is  now  living  in  Denver,  Colorado,  mar- 
ried ]\Iiss  Anna  O'Hare,  who  died,  leaving 
a  little  son,  Samuel  Nolan.  He  again  mar- 
ried and  by  this  union  has  two  sons,  Wal- 
ter and  Thomas.  William  Betrawn  and 
Willard  Betrawn  are  twins,  born  in  \\'is- 
consin,  March  8,  1861.  The  latter  mar- 
ried and  has  a  daughter,  Nellie  Belle,  and 
they  reside  in  Santa  Barbara,  California. 
W^illiam,  a  barber  of  ]\Iount  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  married  Miss  Allie  IMcRoberts  and 
has  two  sons,  Roy  L.  and  Harold.  Ulysses 
Grant  Cobb,  born  April  18.  1865,  in 
Henry  county,  married  and  is  living  in 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  being  a  part  owner  and 
manager  of  the  Balduff  restaurant. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Lyman  Cobb 
was  a  stalwart  republican.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cobb  held  membership  in  the  Baptist 
church  and  for  many  years  he  acted  as  jan- 
itor of  the  church  in  Mount  Pleasant,  fol- 
lowing his  retirement  from  farm  life.  He 
passed  away  at  his  home  in  this  city  Sep- 
tember 21,  1902,  and  his  remains  were 
interred  in  Forest  Home  cemetery.  He 
was  a  man  of  genuine  worth,  esteemed  be- 
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cause  of  his  excellent  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind,  and  he  left  behind  the  priceless 
heritage  of  an  untarnished  name.  Mrs. 
Cobb  is  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  of 
sweet  disposition  and  modest  demeanor, 
who  has  been  devoted  to  her  family  and 
has  also  put  forth  many  efforts  for  the 
good  of  the  community.  es^Decially  in  the 
assistance  rendered  to  the  poor. 


COLONEL  ASBURY  B.   PORTER." 

Colonel  Asbury  B.  Porter,  a  legis- 
lator of  Iowa  in  territorial  days,  and 
prominent  in  the  pioneer  development  of 
the  state,  was  born  in  Millersburg,  Ken- 
tucky, on  the  20th  day  of  July,  1808.  His 
life  record  covered  seventy-seven  years. 
His  father,  Watson  Porter,  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1780,  while  the 
grandfather,  Robert  Porter,  was  born  in 
the  same  state  in  1750,  and  at  the  out- 
break of  hostilities  between  the  colonies 
and  the  mother  country  he  announced  his 
allegiance  to  the  former  and  for  seven 
years  served  with  the  Pennsylvania  troops 
in  the  war  for  independence.  He  joined 
the  army  as  a  private,  but  meritorious  ser- 
vice on  the  field  of  battle  won  him  promo- 
tion to  a  sergeant.  He  had  four  brothers 
who  also  served  for  seven  years  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  their  descend- 
ants have  won  honor  and  fame  in  public 
and  business  life  until  the  name  of  Porter 
is  a  familiar  one  in  American  history. 
After  the  establishment  of  the  new  repub- 
lic Robert  Porter  removed  from  Pennsyl- 


vania to  Millersburg,  Bourbon  county, 
Kentucky,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Pen- 
dleton county,  that  state,  in  1825,  when 
he  was  laid  to  rest  with  military  honors. 

Watson  Porter,  Colonel  Porter's  fa- 
ther, was  reared  in  Millersburg  and  was 
there  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Barnett, 
a  daughter  of  Elder  Barnett,  of  that  place. 
He  survived  his  father  for  only  four 
years,  passing  away  in  Pendleton  county 
in  1829.  Li  the  year  1830  his  widow 
emigrated  with  her  family,  numbering  a 
daughter  and  seven  sons,  of  whom 
Asbury  Porter  was  the  eldest,  from  Ken- 
tucky to  Georgetown,  Vermillion  county, 
Illinois,  where  they  remained  for  five 
years  and  it  was  during  that  period  that 
Colonel  Porter  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  Miss  Martha  Brazelton,  whom  he  mar- 
ried on  the  19th  day  of  January,  1835. 
She  was  born  in  Guilford  county,  North 
Carolina,  January  25,  1818,  and  in  her 
early  girlhood  was  taken  by  her  parents 
to  Illinois,  the  Brazeltons  becoming  a 
prominent  pioneer  family  of  that  state. 
Her  father,  Samuel  Brazelton,  was  com- 
missioned general  during  the  Black  Hawk 
war.  In  1835  he  removed  to  Iowa  and 
spent  his  remaining  days  in  Henry  county, 
where  he  passed  away  in  November, 
i860,  being  laid  to  rest  with  military  hon- 
ors by  a  company  of  militia  called  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Greys,  which  company 
afterward  served  as  Company  F  in  the 
First  Regiment  of  Iowa  Volunteers  in  the 
war  of  the  rebellion. 

In  the  year  of  his  marriage  Asbury 
Bateman  Porter,  in  company  with  Gen- 
eral Samuel  Brazelton  and  Robert  Caulk, 
came  to  this  state  and  purchased  large 
tracts   of   land   in   what    is   now    Henry 
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county.  They  recognized  the  possibihties 
for  development  in  this  pioneer  district, 
built  cabins,  planted  crops  and  in  1836 
mo^•ed  their  families  to  Henry  county, 
which  was  then  a  part  of  the  Wisconsin 
territory.  Locating  near  the  present  site  of 
Trenton,  Colonel  Porter  was  one  of  three 
men  who  established  that  town  in  1837. 
He  did  much  for  the  municipality,  largely 
promoting  its  -  growth  and  development, 
and  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  a 
grant  for  a  territorial  road  from  Fort 
Madison  to  that  place.  In  1852  Colonel 
Porter  laid  out  the  town  of  Winfield  and 
named  it  and  the  township  in  honor  of 
General  Winfield  Scott.  Deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  general  welfare,  he  was 
closely  associated  with  the  important 
events  which  framed  the  history  of  Iowa 
in  the  early  days,  and  for  three  terms  he 
represented  his  district  in  the  territorial 
legislature,  being  a  member  of  the  first 
session  that  met  in  the  old  Zion  church  in 
Burlington.  His  incumbenc)^  covered  the 
years  of  1838,  1841  and  1842,  and  while 
in  the  general  assembly  he  labored  zeal- 
ously for  the  interests  of  Mount  Pleasant 
and  associated  with  others,  nearly 
approached  success  in  securing  the  terri- 
torial capital  for  Mount  Pleasant,  the  city 
losing  the  temporary  honor  by  a  very 
close  vote.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
legislature  when  it  convened  in  the  first 
capitol  building  at  Iowa  City  and  was 
connected  with  much  important  construc- 
tive legislation  in  those  early  days  in  the 
formative  period  of  the  state.  In  1847 
he  was  chosen  clerk  of  Henry  county  and 
in  1849  was  re-elected. 

Colonel    Porter    was    the    friend    and 
associate    of    many    political    leaders    of 


national  prominence  whose  statesmanship 
have  made  their  names  honored  through- 
out the  land  and  have  caused  them  to  be 
indelibly  inscribed  on  the  pages  of  his- 
tory. Intensely  patriotic,  he  had  great 
admiration  for  that  quality  in  others  and 
recognized  in  Henry  Clay  one  of  the 
greatest  American  patriots,  and  gave  him 
his  most  earnest  support  in  the  two 
national  conventions  which  nominated 
Clay  for  the  presidency.  In  his  visits  to 
Kentucky  he  was  an  honored  guest  of  the 
Clay  home  in  Ashland.  In  the  early  '30s 
he  formed  the  accjuaintance  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  first 
mutually  attracted  by  the  fact  that  they 
were  both  Kentuckians,  a  warm  friend- 
ship sprang  up  between  them  and  Colenel 
Porter,  by  special  invitation  of  President 
Lincoln,  was  a  guest  at  the  first  inaugural 
ceremonies  of  Lincoln's  administration. 
]Many  of  the  men  of  Iowa  who  have  made 
national  reputations  owe  much  to  the 
efforts  of  Colonel  Porter  in  their  behalf 
for  he  was  untiring  in  his  zeal  to  further 
the  interests  of  his  friends,  among  whom 
were  Senator  James  W.  Grimes,  Senator 
James  Harlan,  Governor  Samuel  Kirk- 
wood  and  many  others. 

Equally  distinguished  was  Colonel 
Porter's  services  in  the  military  depart- 
ment of  this  country.  At  the  time  of 
the  inauguration  of  the  Civil  war  he  was 
captain  of  Mount  Pleasant  Greys,  a  local 
military  organization  and  although 
exempt  from  military  service  because  of 
his  age  his  attachment  to  the  Union  was 
so  strong  as  to  lead  him  to  offer  his  ser- 
vices to  his  country  and  no  greater  loy- 
alty or  valor  was  displayed  upon  southern 
battlefields    than    Colonel    Porter    mani- 
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fested  in  his  defense  of  the  stars  and 
stripes.  With  his  company  he  went  to 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  was  mustered 
into  service  in  Company  F,  of  the  First 
Regiment  of  Iowa  Volunteers.  This  was 
the  only  regiment  of  Iowa  troops  that 
responded  to  the  first  call  from  the  gov- 
ernment for  seventy-five  thousand  men. 
Colonel  Porter  was  elected  major  and 
with  the  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty 
under  General  Nathaniel  Lyon  in  Mis- 
souri doing  scouting  and  skirmishing 
duty  and  the  character  of  the  service  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  regiment 
was  termed  by  General  Lyon  the  Iowa 
Greyhounds.  When  the  regular  term  of 
enlistment  had  expired  there  was  a  pros- 
pect of  battle  with  the  enemy  and  General 
Lyon  requested  the  First  Iowa  to  remain. 
A  vote  was  taken  upon  the  subject  and  the 
men  unanimously  decided  to  stay,  which 
they  did  until  after  the  engagement  at 
Wilson  Creek  in  August  of  that  year. 
That  was  one  of  the  most  hotly  contested 
engagements  of  the  war  and  the  one 
which  cost  General  Lyon  his  life.  The 
history  of  this  battle  records  the  follow- 
ing reference  to  Major  Porter:  "Major 
Porter  who  was  on  horseback  and  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight  displayed  a  coolness 
and  courage  that  more  than  sustained  his 
previous  reputation,  and  his  son.  a  private 
in  Company  F,  and  color  bearer — "Wat" 
— as  we  called  him,  acted  more  like  a 
veteran  of  a  hundred  battles  than  a  raw 
prairie  boy  of  twenty-two." 

A  week  before  this  engagement  Gen- 
eral Lyon  wrote  to  the  secretary  of  war 
recommending  that  Major  Porter  be 
made  a  major  in  the  regular  army  and 
asking  that  he  be  assigned  to  duty  under 


him  but  Major  Porter  preferred  to  remain 
in  the  volunteer  service.  L'pon  his  return 
home  he  received  authority  from  the  sec- 
retary of  war  to  raise  and  equip  the 
Fourth  Regiment  of  Iowa  Cavalry.  He 
was  commissioned  colonel  of  the  regiment 
in  October,  1861,  and  was  authorized  by 
the  war  department  to  select  and  buy  all 
of  the  horses  for  his  regiment  without 
restriction — the  only  incident  known 
where  the  commander  of  any  regiment 
during  the  war  was  given  this  privilege. 
The  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry  left  camp  at 
Blount  Pleasant  for  active  service  twelve 
hundred  strong,  each  company  mounted 
on  horses  of  the  same  general  size  and 
each  company's  mounts  were  of  uniform 
color.  They  joined  General  Curtis's  com- 
mand in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  but  after 
a  time,  owing  to  ill  health  and  failing  eye- 
sight Colonel  Porter  was  obliged  to  resign 
his  commission.  His  resignation  being 
accepted  he  was  honorably  discharged 
March  9,  1863.  In  civic  life,  however,  he 
continued  to  render  signal  service  to  his 
country  and  following  his  return  home 
was  made  goverment  inspector  for  the 
first  congressional  district  of  Iowa. 

Prior  to  the  war  Colonel  Porter  was 
for  twenty  years  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing in  southeastern  Iowa  with  a  business 
which  in  volume  and  importance  indi- 
cated his  splendid  executive  force,  keen 
discrimination  and  enterprise.  He  had 
the  faculty  of  carrying  forward  to  suc- 
cessful completion  whatever  he  undertook 
and  of  so  marshaling  his  command  as  to 
bring  about  the  desired  result. 

As  the  years  passed  eight  children 
were  added  to  the  home  of  Colonel  and 
Mrs.    Porter:     Watson   Brazelton,   who 


332 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


was  born  in  Georgetown,  Illinois  in  1836; 
Emily,  who  was  born  in  Henry  county  in 
1839  and  is  the  wiflow  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Mc- 
Clure;  Luzena,  who  was  born  in  Trenton 
in  1842,  and  married  Captain  Warren 
Beckwith,  passing  away  in  1880;  Sarah, 
who  was  born  in  Trenton  in  1845,  and  is 
the  widow  of  Captain  Beckwith;  Samuel, 
who  was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  in  1847; 
Frank  P.,  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  in 
1850;  Jane  Craig,  who  was  born  in 
Mount  Pleasant  in  1854,  and  is  the  wife 
of  James  P.  Bean;  and  Asbury  B.,  who 
was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant  in  1859. 
Colonel  Porter  was  one  of  the  few  pio- 
neers who  spent  a  half  century  in  Henry 
county.  In  the  year  of  their  marriage  he 
and  his  wife  came  to  this  section  of  the 
state  and  lived  to  celebrate  their  golden 
wedding  here  in  1885.  Not  long  after, 
in  the  month  of  July,  Colonel  Porter  was 
called  to  his  final  rest,  while  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  July.  1895.  She  was  a 
lady  of  splendid  qualities,  her  good  traits 
of  heart  and  mind  endearing  her  to  all 
with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  She  pos- 
sessed a  most  kindly,  genial  nature,  never 
provoking  enmity  and  she  won  the  respect 
and  affection  of  all,  sharing  with  her  hus- 
band in  many  of  the  w^arm  friendships 
which  he  formed.  His  life  of  activity 
brought  him  into  close  connection  with 
Iowa's  history  through  fifty  years.  He 
possessed  unbounded  energy  and  the 
quick  discernment  of  the  conditions  of 
public  prosperity  and  the  readiness  to 
organize  forces  to  bring  about  that  end. 
His  labors  were  resultant  factors 'in  the 
development  of  his  time  and  of  work  for 
the  permanent  good  of  the  state,  and  his 
name  should  be  inscribed  upon  the  key- 


stone of  Iowa's  arch  of  fame  for  he  lived 
and  labored  to  goodly  ends  for  a  long 
period  in  this  state  and  was  then  laid  to 
rest  with  its  honored  dead. 


ASBURY  B.  PORTER. 

Asbury  B.  Porter,  the  youngest  son 
of  Colonel  Asbury  B.  Porter  and  one  of 
the  grandsons  of  General  Samuel  Brazel- 
ton,  was  born  in  Henry  county  in  January, 
1858,  and  has  lived  in  Mount  Pleasant  all 
his  life.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  but  left  school  at  sixteen  years  of 
age  to  join  an  engineering  corps  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad  Company 
under  the  management  of  his  brother-in- 
law.  Captain  Warren  Beckwith.  He  spent 
his  early  life  in  the  profession,  having 
charge  of  a  corps  who  surveyed  the  route 
from  Ogden  to  Helena,  Montana.  Later 
becoming  tired  of  such  w^ork  he  was 
appointed  mail  agent  and  served  the  gov- 
ernment for  eight  years.  IMore  recently 
he  has  been  employed  by  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  Company. 

In  1890  he  was  married  to  Miss  Har- 
riet Bennet  and  they  have  six  living  chil- 
dren :  Ruth  Emily,  Paul  Asbury,  Martha 
Ann,  Robert  Frank  and  Richard,  having 
lost  b}'  death  two — Asbury  and  Theo- 
dore. 


ROBERT  ALFRED  GRAVES. 

Robert  Alfred  Graves  is  one  of  the 
extensive  land  owners  of  Henry  county, 
having  three  hundred  and  seventeen  acres 
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on  sections   i8,   19  and  20.  Salem  town- 
ship.    His  home  is  on  section  19  and  he 
carries    on    general    farming   and    stock- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  horses,  cat- 
tle  and   hogs.      He   was   born    in   ^^'ells 
county,   Indiana,   Xovember  21,    1853,   ^ 
son  of  Aaron  and  Sarah  Ann  (Harvey) 
Graves,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut and  the  latter  of  Virginia.    The  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  Ezra  Graves  and  the 
maternal  grandfather  was  a  Mr.  Harvey, 
who  served  as  a  major  during  the  war  of 
1812.     Aaron  Graves  and  Mary  Harvey 
were  married  in  Ohio  and  were  identified 
with  farming  interests  in  that  state  until 
the  fall  of  1854.   They  then  went  to  Indi- 
ana and  after  a  year  drove  from  that  state 
to  Iowa,  crossing  the  ^Mississippi  river  at 
Burlington,  whence  they  went  on  to  Hills- 
boro,  where  they  established  their  home. 
In  1858,  Mr.  Graves,  accompanied  by  John 
Huffstetter,  David  Cox  and  Robert  Elar- 
ton,   drove  a  yoke  of  steers  through  to 
Pike's  Peak,  where  they  prospected,  but 
after    about    three    weeks    Mr.     Graves 
became  homesick  and  returned  again  to 
Iowa    accompanied    by    his    companions, 
who  had  enjoyed  the  trip  no  more  than  he 
had  done.     The  journey  was  made  in  a 
similar  manner  to  the  outgoing  trip.     Mr. 
Graves  afterward  gave  his  attention   to 
general  agricultural  pursuits  until  June, 
1 86 1,  when  in  response  to  his  country's 
call  for  aid  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  June, 
1865.      He   then   returned   to   Hillsboro, 
where  he  began  farming  on  a  tract  of  land 
two  miles  north  of  the  village.     He  pur- 
chased this,  comprising  eighty  acres  and 
he    resided    thereon    until    March,    1870, 


when  his  death  occurred,  the  community 
mourning  the  loss  of  one  of  its  respected 
and  valued  citizens.  His  wife  resided  upon 
the  old  home  farm  until  1882,  when  she 
sold  the  property  to  her  son,  Robert  A., 
and  bought  for  herself  a  home  in  Hills- 
boro. This  was  the  same  place  upon 
which  stood  the  old  family  home  to  which 
she  went  on  coming  to  this  state  from 
Indiana.  She  is  still  living,  having 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five 
years. 

Robert  A.  Graves  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  twenty-thre^  years  of 
age,  when  he  started  out  in  life  on  his 
own  account,  being  employed  on  a  farm 
in  Van  Buren  county.  There  he  worked 
until  February  i,  1876,  which  was  his 
wedding  day.  He  married  IMiss  Sarah 
Ann  Craig,  who  was  born  in  ]\Iount 
Pleasant,  Iowa,  August  14,  1855,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  and  Ann  (Clarke) 
Craig,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  latter  of  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land. In  1866,  ]\Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  Craig 
became  residents  of  Iowa,  settling  in 
Mount  Pleasant.  ]Mrs.  Graves  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Central  school  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  the  common  schools  of 
Hillsboro.  By  this  marriage  there  have 
been  born  four  children :  Rex  Vail,  born 
September  24,  1878,  is  married  and 
resides  in  Buchanan  county,  Iowa.  Mae 
Belle,  born  May  13.  1880,  is  the  wife  of 
G.  E.  Xewbold,  of  Van  Buren  county, 
a  nephew  of  the  late  Governor  Xewbold ; 
Craig  Earnest,  born  Xovember  24,  1881, 
is  married  and  resides  in  Hillsboro,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  clerking  in  a  hardware 
store.  Josie  Emma,  born  October  31, 
1894,  is  at  home. 
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After  his  marriage  Mr.  Graves  re- 
moved to  his  present  place  of  residence 
in  Salem  township,  the  property  belong- 
ing to  his  wife's  mother  and  coming  into 
possession  of  himself  and  wife  on  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Sutton  who  was  formerly 
Airs.  Craig,  March  3.  1895.  ^^i"-  Craig 
had  died  in  October.  1863,  while  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  Union  army.  The 
farm  comprises  eighty-five  acres  of  land 
which  is  naturally  productive  and  arable 
and  which  has  been  brought  to  a  still  bet- 
ter condition  through  the  development 
and  efforts  of  Mr.  Graves.  That  he  has 
prospered  in  his  undertakings  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  from  time  to  time  he  has 
added  to  the  property  until  he  now  owns 
three  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  on  sec- 
tions 18.  19  and  20.  Salem  township. 
Here  he  raises  various  cereals  and  also 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  his  stock  interests 
being  an  important  part  of  his  business. 
In  1890  he  improved  his  farm  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  fine  residence  of  eight  rooms  and 
in  1903  he  installed  a  furnace,  so  that  the 
house  is  heated  throughout.  It  has  other 
modern  equipments  and  conveniences  and 
is  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home.  Air. 
Graves  has  also  built  a  barn,  thirty-six 
by  forty-eight  feet,  which  he  erected  in 
1888.  He  has  about  one  hundred  acres 
of  timber  pasture  and  the  remainder  of 
his  land  is  under  cultivation,  returning 
annually  golden  harvests  as  a  reward  for 
the  care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  the 
place.  In  his  political  views  Air.  Graves 
is  a  republican,  active  in  local  ranks  of 
his  party  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recog- 
nizing his  worth  and  ability,  have  fre- 
quently called  him  to  office.  He  served 
as  constable  for  four  years,  was  justice 


of  the  peace  for  six  years  and  township 
trustee  two  terms,  discharging  the  duties 
of  these  various  positions  with  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity.  He  is  a  Alason.  belong- 
ing to  Belmont  Lodge.  No.  541.  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Alasons.  of  Hillsboro, 
also  a  member  of  the  Zerapath,  Xo.  3, 
Consistory  thirty-second  degree,  at  Da- 
venport. Iowa.  He  also  has  membership 
relations  with  Hillsboro  Lodge.  No.  373, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Since 
1894  he  has  been  deacon  of  the  Free  Bap- 
tist church,  of  which,  with  Airs.  Graves, 
he  has  long  been  a  devoted  and  faithful 
member. 


ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Andrew  Johnson,  a  contracting  mason 
who  is  conducting  a  good  business  with 
offices  and  works  located  near  the  railroad 
station  in  the  Codner  building,  in  New 
London,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  on 
the  1 2th  of  January,  1850.  His  father 
was  John  Peterson,  who  in  early  man- 
hood wedded  Alary  Swanson.  They  re- 
mained residents  of  Sweden  and  in  that 
country  Andrew  Johnson  of  this  review 
was  reared  and  educated,  attending  the 
public  schools.  He  came  to  America  in 
1870.  when  a  young  man  of  twenty  years, 
believing  that  he  might  enjoy  better  busi- 
ness opportunities  in  the  new  world.  He 
landed  in  Burlington  on  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary, of  that  year,  and  having  no  capital, 
it  was  necessary  that  he  immediately  se- 
cure employment.  He  worked  as  a  com- 
mon laborer  for  a  year  or  more,   after 
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which  he  learned  the  mason's  trade,  with 
the  firm  of  Pestorius  &  Yager,  of  Bur- 
lington. He  contiued  his  residence  in 
that  city  until  1878,  when  he  removed  to 
Pleasant  Grove  township,  Des  Moines 
county,  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land 
from  Jacob  Anderson,  making  his  home 
thereon  for  two  years.  He  then  put 
buildings  upon  this  place  and  partially  im- 
proved it,  after  which  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty to  a  Mr.  Nelson,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1880  came  to  New  London,  where  he 
began  business  on  his  own  account  as  a 
mason  contractor.  He  has  since  followed 
the  business  and  has  secured  a  liberal 
patronage,  many  important  contracts  be- 
ing awarded  him  for  the  erection  of  sub- 
stantial structures  in  this  city.  In  1905 
he  also  began  contracting  in  cement  work, 
doing  block  work,  building  sidewalks, 
in  fact,  executing  all  kinds  of  work  in  ce- 
ment. He  had  laid  the  foundations  for 
most  of  the  best  buildings  of  New  Lon- 
don and  is  a  thorough  and  competent  me- 
chanic in  his  line,  having  a  knowledge  of 
the  actual  work  of  his  chosen  vocation, 
and  at  the  same  time  thoroughly  under- 
standing the  scientific  principles  which 
underlie  the  builder's  art. 

In  the  fall  of  1870  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Johanna  An- 
derson, and  they  became  the  parents  of 
five  children.  Hulda,  the  eldest,  married 
Magnus  Wigert,  and  after  his  death  be- 
came the  wife  of  Ed  Shafer,  her  home 
being  now  in  Burlington.  Charles  is  liv- 
ing in  New  London  and  works  with  his 
father.  Frank  is  employed  as  a  cook  on 
a  train  and  lives  in  Chicago.  Gilbert 
makes  his  home  in  New  London.  John 
is  residing  in  Chicago.     On  the  25th  of 


December,  1885,  Mr.  Johnson  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Car- 
olina Carlson,  a  daughter  of  Carl  and 
Anna  (Peterson)  Carlson.  There  are 
four  children  of  this  marriage,  Walter, 
Albert,  Mabel  and  Clifford,  all  at  home. 
In  1903  j\Ir.  Johnson  purchased  his 
present  property  of  Mrs.  Stetter,  after 
selling  his  former  residence  across  the 
road  to  D.  W.  Hodson.  He  had  purchased 
this  in  1900  from  Isaac  Featerman.  In 
his  religious  faith  Mr.  Johnson  is  con- 
nected with  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church 
while  politically  he  is  independent.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  associated  with  New  Lon- 
don Lodge  of  Masons,  and  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  New 
London,  having  passed  all  of  the  chairs 
in  lodge  No.  56.  He  has  led  an  active 
life  in  which  untiring  labor  has  been 
crowned  with  success.  He  has  worked 
energetically  and  persistently  year  after 
year,  and  though  he  started  out  in  life 
empty-handed,  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  New 
London,  having  ever  displayed  the  ster- 
ling characteristics  of  the  Swedish  race — 
unfaltering  industry,  adaptability  and  un- 
swervino-  integritv. 


FRANK  COINER  SPEARMAN. 

Among  the  successful  and  enterprising 
young  business  men  of  New  London  are 
many  \Nho  were  born  and  reared  on  the 
farm  and  spent  their  boyhood  days  gain- 
ine  a  foundation  for  a  life  of  activity  and 
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energy.  Such  a  man  is  Frank  Coiner 
Spearman,  son  of  Cornelius  and  Julia 
Ann  (Coiner)  Spearman.  He  was  born 
in  Jackson  township,  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  June  5,  1873,  received  his  early 
education  there  and  later  attended  school 
in  New  London  Center;  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant at  the  academy,  and  at  Burlington,  at 
Elliott's  Business  College. 

Having  been  reared  as  a  farmer,  he 
continued  in  this  business  until  1892, 
when  he  purchased  the  livery  stock  of 
Ed  Snook  and  entered  alone  into  this  new 
venture.  He  continued  by  himself  until 
1905,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Grant  Wyman,  who  had  previously  pur- 
chased the  livery  of  Wasson  &  Benson. 
They  were  the  leading  liverymen  of  New 
London  and  owned  eighteen  horses  and 
many  neat  and  handsome  vehicles.  Their 
place  of  business  was  situated  on  Main 
street,  adjoining  the  City  Hotel.  Mr. 
Spearman  recently  sold  the  livery  busi- 
ness to  D.  H.  Scott,  and  is  now  engaged 
as  manager  of  the  City  Hotel.  Mr.  Spear- 
man is  a  member  of  the  Mount  Pleasant 
Mystic  Lodge,  Chapter  No.  35,  Lidepend- 
ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  where  he  is 
an  interested  and  valued  member. 

Politically  he  is  independent  in  mu- 
nicipal matters,  while  in  national  affairs 
he  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

On  March  20,  1895,  Mr.  Spearman  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Gertrude  Wyman, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Augusta  Wy- 
man. They  have  two  sons,  DeVere,  born 
February  22,  1896,  now  a  student  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  home  city ;  and  Har- 
old Russell,  born  November  14,  1905. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Cornelius 
Spearman,  still  lives  upon  the  home  farm 


with  his  daughter.  Mrs.  George  Smith. 
The  mother  died  in  1878,  being  survived 
by  five  children,  Atella  (Mrs.  George 
Smith)  ;  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years;  Leota,  who  died  in 
1889,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  and 
Paul,  who  died  in  February,  1904,  aged 
twenty-nine  years.  He  left  a  wife  and  two 
children,  who  are  now  living  in  Mount 
Pleasant. 

Frank  Coiner  Spearman  is  a  young 
man  who  in  early  life,  when  only  nineteen 
years  of  age  started  out  for  himself  and 
by  perserverance  and  industry  has  forged 
ahead  until  he  is  now  a  prosperous  and 
influential  business  man.  He  has  many 
friends  and  is  counted  as  one  of  New 
London's  representative  men. 


HENRY    MILLER    SNYDER. 

Although  many  years  have  past  since 
Henry  Miller  Snyder  was  called  to  his 
rest,  yet  he  is  remembered  by  a  large 
number  of  the  early  settlers  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Henr}^  county,  who  enter- 
tain for  him  high  regard  and  recognize 
his  noble  qualities  of  manhood  as  well  as 
his   business   abilities. 

He  was  born  in  Stanton,  Virginia,  Au- 
gust, 1812.  His  parents,  Henry  Snyder 
and  Jane  Dunn.avan  Snyder,  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  Old  Dominion. 

Henry  Snyder,  Sr.,  came  to  Illinois 
prior  to  1835,  and  after  a  short  residence 
there  came  to  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying 
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in  1842,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 
His  wife  passed  away  in  1844.  He  was 
ever  loyal  to  the  interests  of  his  covmtry. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  w'ere  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Their 
family  consisted  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  Henry  Miller,  better  known  as  Mil- 
ler Snyder,  was  the  eldest.  He  was  in- 
debted to  the  schools  of  his  native  state 
for  the  educational  privileges  which  he 
enjoyed.  His  youth  was  spent  in  Vir- 
ginia. In  1836  he  came  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Iowa,  after  a  brief  residence  in  Illi- 
nois, where  he  had  been  connected  with 
the  stage  line  and  also  in  the  grocery 
business.  He  was  for  many  years  the 
leading  groceryman  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
his  location  being  in  the  north  side  of 
the  square.  He  voted  with  the  Whig 
party,  and  was  very  much  interested  in 
the  welfare  and  progress  of  his  party, 
and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recognizing"  his 
worth  and  ability,  called  him  to  the  office 
of  county  treasurer  and  collector  of  taxes. 
He  filled  both  offices  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  he  was  ever  known  as  a  loyal 
and  progressive  citizen,  whose  labor  was 
a  tangible  factor  in  the  development  of 
this  section  of  the  state. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  1837,  Mr.  Snyder 
was  married  to  Miss  Susan  A.  Ellis,  of 
the  state  of  Kentucky,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Susan  Ellis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children :  Oscar 
H.  Snyder,  jeweler,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa. 
George  \\'.  Snyder,  mail  clerk;  C.  ^I. 
Snyder,  an  accountant,  and  a  soldier  in 
the  Civil  war,  both  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Frank  Hat- 
ton,  Washington,  D.  C.  Francis  A.  Sny- 
der, an  editor,  who  died  in  1871.     Stew- 


art, who  died  in  childhood.  Newton  M, 
Snyder,  a  newspaper  man  who  is  now  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  Mary  I.  Sny- 
der, of  ]Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  both  of 
whom,  together  with  George  W.,  still  re- 
side in  the  old  home  place. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  and  valued  resident  of  Henry 
county.  For  some  time  he  was  in  feeble 
health  and  on  the  21st  of  June,  1854,  he 
passed  away.  He  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellow  lodges 
and  one  of  the  first  Methodists  in  Henry 
county,  and  these  membership  relations 
indicated  the  character  of  the  man,  for  he 
was  true  to  the  teachings  and  tenets  of 
the  fraternal  orders  and  of  the  church  as 
well. 

In  the  early  days  of  Iowa's  develop- 
ment, trouble  seemed  about  to  break  out 
between  this  state  and  Missouri  and  the 
troops  were  called  for.  Mr.  Snyder  was 
commissioned  a  lieutenant  in  one  of  the 
companies  and  his  commission  is  in  pos- 
session of  his  son  Oscar.  It  is  old  and 
faded,  but  is  of  value  to  the  family,  be- 
ing a  cherished  heirloom. 

He  was  a  pure  and  uncorrupted  public 
official.  His  gifts  and  services  to  the 
Methodist  church  were  many  and  his 
home  was  at  all  times  open  for  the  re- 
ception of  those  who  possessed  the  same 
faith.  His  wife,  too,  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church,  while  Mary  I.  and 
three  brothers  are  Christian  Scientists. 

]\Irs.  Snyder  possessed  a  retiring  nature 
but  a  sweet  and  gentle  disposition  and 
manifested  those  splendid  traits  of  char- 
acter which  ever  mark  the  true  wife  and 
mother.  The  poor  and  needy  also  found 
in  her  a  friend,  and  she  often  ministered 


340 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


to    those    who    needed    assistance.      She 
passed  on,  on  Jnly  20,  1894. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  were  typical  pio- 
neer people,  living  for  each  other,  their 
children,  and  what  good  they  could  do 
to  friends  and  neighbors.  No  citizens  of 
the  community  occupied  a  higher  place 
in  the  regard  of  their  fellow  townsmen 
than  did  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder.  They  were 
kind,  benevolent,  and  friendly  to  all  and 
no  better  man  ever  lived  in  Henry  county 
than  Henry  M.  Snyder. 


GEORGE  E.   WAY. 

George  E.  Way,  conducting  a  grocery 
business  in  Salem  in  accordance  with  the 
progressive  ideas  of  the  modern  commer- 
cial world,  is  meeting  with  well  merited 
success.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  No- 
vember 22,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Elizabeth  (Adams)  Way.  The 
mother  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years, 
when  her  son  George  was  only  about  two 
weeks  old.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  in  1814,  died  in  Iowa 
in  1887.  There  were  seven  children  of 
that  marriage:  William  Franklin,  a  resi- 
dnet  of  Oklahoma ;  Martha,  deceased  wife 
of  M.  Bramhall ;  Alonzo,  who  is  living 
in  Howland,  Missouri :  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
King,  deceased ;  George  E.  and  Allen, 
who  served  for  four  years  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Fifteenth  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  Civil 
war  and  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 
Theodore  was  for  one  hundred  days  a 
member  of  the  Union  armv.     After  losing 


his  first  wife  the  father  married  again  and 
there  is  one  daughter,  Ida,  of  that  union. 

George  E.  Way  supplemented  his  early 
educational  privileges  by  study  in  Whit- 
tier  College  at  Salem,  and  afterward  be- 
gan teaching  in  the  country  schools  and 
was  also  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Salem  and  at  Bentonsport, 
Iowa,  for  seven  years.  He  was  a  capable 
educator,  imparting  clearly  and  readily 
to  others  the  knowledge  that  he  had 
acquired. 

On  the  I  St  of  October,  1885,  Mr.  Way 
was  united  in  marriage  to  ]\Iiss  Maggie 
Foster,  who  was  born  in  Lowell,  Iowa, 
March  i,  1864.  Her  parents,  Franklin 
and  Elizabeth  (Riley)  Foster,  came  to 
this  state  from  Ohio  and  the  father  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business  in  Lowell 
until  1870,  when  he  took  up  his  abode 
on  a  farm  in  Henry  county,  there  devot- 
ing his  remaining  days  to  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  died  in  the  year 
1901,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1902. 
They  were  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  he  gave  his  political 
support  to  the  Republican  party.  In  their 
family  were  twelve  children,  but  only 
two  are  now  living:  Maggie,  now  Mrs. 
Way;  and  Bert,  who  married  Anna  Joy 
and  lives  in  Salem,  Iowa.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Way  engaged  in  the  restau- 
rant business  in  Salem,  following  that 
pursuit  until  1886,  when  his  store,  which 
was  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
square  escaped  the  disastrous  fire.  He 
then  estal)lished  the  grocery  business  in 
Salem  and  has  prospered  in  his  undertak- 
ings, conducting  at  the  present  time  the 
largest  grocery  in  the  city.  The  present 
store  building-  is  located  on  the  west  side 
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of  the  square,  a  new  building  erected 
since  the  fire,  and  is  the  property  of  his 
wife.  He  has  by  reasonable  prices,  fair 
and  honest  deahng  and  courteous  atten- 
tion to  his  patrons  secured  a  large  trade 
and  is  therefore  meeting  with  generous 
success.  His  career,  however,  has  not 
been  one  of  uninterrupted  prosperity,  for 
in  February,  1905,  his  residence  was 
burned  and  his  wife  was  much  injured  in 
the  fire,  but  is  now  improving.  He  has 
since  rebuilt  and  has  a  nice  home  just 
west  of  the  park,  and  convenient  to  his 
home,  near  his  store. 

Unto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  \Vay  have  been 
born  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  liv- 
ing:  Clifton  Harry,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 15,  1889,  and  is  now  a  high  school 
student;  Georgie  May,  born  in  1897;  \A'il- 
liam  Alonzo,  in  1899;  Harold,  in  1902; 
and  Helen,  in  1904.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Way  are  active  and  earnest  workers  in 
the  Congregational  church  and  he  belongs 
to  Salem  Lodge,  Xo.  48,  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has 
passed  all  of  the  chairs.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Alodern  Woodmen  of 
America.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat 
and  has  served  for  one  term  as  alderman 
of  Salem,  and  is  at  the  present  time  serv- 
ing as  city  clerk,  but  he  prefers  to  con- 
centrate his  energies  upon  his  business 
interests  and  is  making  substantial  and 
continuous  advancement  in  commercial 
lines.  He  is  a  man  of  domestic  tastes, 
devoted  to  his  family  and  is  the  cham- 
pion of  all  that  is  uplifting  and  elevating 
in  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  and  they  are  regarded 
as  representative  residents  of  Salem, 
where  he  has  spent  his  entire  life. 


JOSEPH  T.  INGRIM. 

The  character  of  a  community  is  al- 
ways judged  by  its  representative  citi- 
zens and  to  this  class  in  Salem  Joseph  T. 
Ingrim  belongs.  In  business  life  he  has 
made  an  excellent  reputation  for  activ- 
ity, enterprise  and  reliability  and  in  other 
relations  has  commanded  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  He  was  born 
in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  Februarv  3, 
1845,  ^  son  of  Robert  and  Hannah 
(Parkins)  Ingrim.  The  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  that  state  learned  and  followed  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  He  afterward  re- 
sided for  some  years  in  Ohio,  and  in  1853 
came  to  Iowa,  spending  the  winter  in 
Henry  county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1854 
settled  in  Polk  county,  where  he  entered 
a  tract  of  government  land  east  of  Des 
Moines  and  was  engaged  in  farming  there 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  had 
a  blacksmith  shop  and  did  work  along 
that  line  upon  his  home  place.  He  was 
a  Douglas  democrat,  but  neither  held 
nor  desired  ofiice.  He  passed  away  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1862,  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him  and  is  still  survived  by  his 
wife,  who,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years, 
is  now  living  with  her  daughter  in  Dan- 
ville, Iowa.  She  was  left  a  widow  with 
six  young  children,  the  youngest  being 
about  three  years  of  age.  and  very  little 
of  this  world's  goods.  By  means  of  hard 
work  and  very  careful  management  she 
kept  her  family  together  and  gave  them 
all  fair  education,  and  has  always  been 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her. 
She  has  lost  her  eyesight  but  is  enjoying 
comparatively    good    health.       She    was 
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reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  but  in  later  years  both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ingrim  became  members  of  the 
Methodist  church.  In  their  family  were 
eight  children:  Joseph  T.,  of  this  re- 
view ;  Sarah,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Lou- 
isa, who  died  when  twenty—two  years  of 
age;  Robert,  who  is  living  in  northwest 
Missouri ;  Stephen,  who  resides  in  North 
Dakota ;  Harriet,  the  wife  of  R.  M.  Swan, 
of  Danville,  Iowa ;  Martha,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Caldwell  McDonald,  and  after 
his  death  married  Charles  Gillard  and  re- 
sides at  East  Troy,  Wisconsin ;  and 
David  C,  who  resides  in  Denver, 
Colorado. 

Joseph  T.  Ingrim  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  principally  in  Polk  coun- 
ty, and  was  a  youth  of  only  sixteen  years, 
when,  in  1861,  he  responded  to  the  coun- 
try's call  for  aid,  enlisting  in  an  independ- 
ent company  of  the  Second  Iowa  Battery, 
with  which  he  served  for  -four  years.  He 
was  with  Sherman's  army  at  Vicksburg, 
participating  in  the  battle  of  Corinth,  also 
the  engagements  at  luka,  Nashville  and 
Spanish  Fort,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Davenport  in  1865,  being  at 
that  time  not  yet  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Although  he  was  so  young  he  was  a  brave 
and  loyal  soldier,  never  faltering  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  old  flag  and  the  cause 
it  represented  and  no  greater  valor  was 
displayed  upon  the  field  of  battle  by  any 
veteran  of  twice  his  years.  He  spent  a 
few  months  in  school-  in  Henry  county 
following  the  close  of  the  war  and  after- 
ward learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  Sa- 
lem, which  he  followed  until  1899.  He 
had  erected  many  buildings  in  Iowa  by 
contract  and  was  closely  identified  with 


building  operations  in  his  home  neighbor- 
hood. In  1899  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  and  receives  a  liberal  patronage 
from  Salem  and  the  surrounding  country. 
He  has  a  well  equipped  lumber  yard  and 
his  trade  is  now  extensive  and  profitable. 
That  he  has  prospered  in  his  undertakings 
is  indicated  by  his  property  holdings, 
which  include  a  handsome  residence  on 
Alain  street,  also  the  property  in  which 
the  Belle  Telephone  Company  is  located 
and  his  lumber  yard. 

On  the  nth  of  August,  1868,  Mr.  In- 
grim was  married  to  Miss  Leannah  Hob- 
son,  who  was  born  in  Salem.  July  4,  1849, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rachel  J. 
(Gibson)  Hobson.  Her  mother  was  born 
in  Ohio  and  her  father  was  a  native  of 
North  Carolina.  They  came  to  Iowa 
about  1838,  settling  in  Salem,  when  it 
was  a  very  small  village.  He  became  an 
early  merchant  of  the  town,  being  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  and  brother  in  the 
conduct  of  mercantile  interests  but  later 
he  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  His 
business  activity  and  energy  along  other 
lines  contributed  in  substantial  measure 
to  the  growth  and  progress  of  that  com- 
munity. He  served  as  school  director  and 
gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  while  in  the  Society  of 
Friends,  in  which  he  long  held  member- 
ship he  acted  as  an  elder.  Mrs.  Hobson 
was  a  noble  Christian  woman  and  an 
elder  in  her  church.  Mr.  Hobson  died  July 
2,  1901,  while  his  wifepassed  away  March 
30,  1890.  They  were  worthy  people,  dis- 
playing many  excellent  traits  of  character 
that  gained  for  them  the  esteem  and  good 
will  of  all  with  whom  they  were  asso- 
ciated.     In    their   familv   were   ten   chil- 
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dren.  Sarah  Ann  became  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Comer  and  after  her  death  he 
married  her  sister,  Louisa  Maria  Hobson, 
and  now  resides  in  Elk  Citv,  Kansas. 
Mary  Jane   is   the   deceased   wife   of   S. 

C.  Jones,  who  now  resides  in  Palisade, 
Nebraska.  Maria  is  now  Mrs.  Comer. 
Elizabeth  became  the  Avife  of  Henry  J. 
Lamb  and  both  are  deceased.  Leanna  is 
the  wife  of  Joseph  T.   Lig-rim.     Tamar 

D.  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  D.  Slack,  pub- 
lisher of  a  newspaper  at  Belle  Plaine, 
Iowa.  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Slack, 
of  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa.  Lincoln  J.  was 
killed  by  a  haypress  accident,  leaving-  a 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ida 
Logan,  and  who  has  since  married  Peter 
Hines.  and  resides  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 
Belle  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Logan,  of 
Madison  county,  Iowa,  and  one  son  died 
when  four  years  of  age.  After  losing  his 
first  wife  Mr.  Hobson  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  Myers  of  Indiana. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Ingrim 
was  blessed  with  five  children :  Jennie, 
born  in  West  Grove,  Davis  county,  Iowa, 
in  1870,  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Wyoming,  where  she  has  pre- 
empted land.  Emma,  born  in  Davis 
county  in  1872,  married  Charles  E.  Mc- 
Claren,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  died  De- 
cember 25,  1897.  Hannah  Belle,  known 
as  Dolly,  was  born  in  1875  and  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years.  Rachel,  born 
in  1880,  is  a  milliner.  Arthur  J.,  born 
July  22,  1882,  is  now  station  agent  and 
operator  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Ouincy  Railroad  at  Salem,  Iowa.  He 
married  Grace  Cramer  and  has  one  child, 
Anna.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingrim  are  also 
rearina:   a   little   eirl,    Mildred   Foreman, 


who  has  been  wath  them  since  six  months 
old  and  who  has  now  reached  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  She  has  not  been  regu- 
larly adopted  according  to  the  forms  of 
law  but  is  reared  as  one  of  their  own  chil- 
dren. They  have  given  to  their  children 
excellent  educational  privileges,  all  hav- 
ing been  students  in  Whittier  College  in 
Salem.  Their  daughters  were  all  very 
successful  school  teachers,  but  Roe  pre- 
fers the  millinery  business.  She  has  also 
served  the  past  two  years  as  the  worthy 
matron  of  the  order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
in  the  chapter  of  her  home.  Mrs.  Ingrim 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps  and  its  president  for  several 
terms,  also  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Ingrim  is  a 
stalwart  republican  and  about  eighteen  or 
twenty  years  ago  served  for  one  term  as 
mayor  of  Salem.  He  was  also  justice  of 
the  peace  for  a  number  of  years  and  is 
now  again  mayor.  He  was  likewise  as- 
sessor for  eight  or  ten  years  but  retired, 
not  caring  for  the  office  longer.  He  served 
for  twenty  years  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  its  president.  His  co-operation  can 
always  be  counted  upon  to  further  pro- 
gressive public  measures  and  his  labors 
in  behalf  of  public  measures  in  Salem 
have  been  far-reaching  and  beneficial.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ingrim  are  devoted  members  of 
the  Methodist  church  in  which  he  is  a 
trustee  and  steward.  He  is  also  an  Odd 
Fellow,  having  passed  all  of  the  chairs  in 
Salem  Lodge,  No.  48,  and  he  belongs  to 
Salem  Lodge,  No.  17.  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  His  life  has  ever  been 
honorable,  his  actions  manly  and  sincere 
and  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  trust  of 
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his  fellow  men  in  an  unusual  degree. 
Having  made  a  most  creditable  military 
record  when  but  a  boy,  he  then  entered 
the  business  life  with  no  capital  but  with 
strong  purpose  and  determination  and 
steadily  he  has  worked  his  way  upward 
until  he  has  attained  success,  finding  that 
prosperity  is  the  reward  of  laudable  am- 
bition guided  by  sound  judgment  and 
that  an  honorable  name  may  be  won 
simultaneously. 


SWAN  PETER  ^lORGAX. 

The  Swedish  element  has  ever  been  a 
valued  one  in  American  citizenship.  A 
noted  historian  has  spoken  of  Sweden  as 
"the  home  of  the  honest  man"  and  the 
sons  of  that  country  have  ever  been  noted 
for  their  diligence  and  perseverance,  so 
that  the  combined  qualities  of  integrity 
and  industry  constitute  a  citizenship  that 
has  indeed  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
improvement  of  our  western  country.  Of 
this  class  of  citizens  Mr.  Morgan  is  a 
representative.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Sweden,  February  i,  1841,  his  parents 
being  Samuel  and  Katie  (Nelson)  Mor- 
gan. At  the  usual  age  he  entered  the 
public  schools  and  acquired  a  fair  educa- 
tion in  his  native  land.  He  was  reared  to 
the  occupation  of  farming  and  has  always 
made  it  his  life  work,  finding  in  that  vo- 
cation ample  opportunity  for  the  exercise 
of  his  talents  and  industry  and  gaining 
therefrom  a  comfortable  living  as  the 
years  have  g'one  by.  Thinking  to  en- 
joy better  business  privileges  in  the  new 


world,  he  sailed  for  America  in  1862  on 
a  steamer  bound  for  New  York,  and  after 
reaching  the  American  port  he  made  his 
way  at  once  to  Galesburg,  Illinois,  where 
he  resided  for  a  short  period.  He  after- 
ward came  to  Henry  county,  where  for 
three  years  he  operated  a  rented  farm, 
and  in  1870  he  removed  to  the  vicinity  of 
Swedesburg,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
land  about  a  half  mile  east  of  the  village. 
There  he  carried  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  for  four  years,  when,  disposing 
of  that  property,  he  invested  in  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  just  across 
the  road.  There  was  an  old  shanty  upon 
the  place,  which  at  that  time  constituted 
almost  the  entire  improvement  that  had 
been  made,  but  he  resolutely  took  up  the 
task  of  cultivating  the  soil  and  adding  to 
the  farm  the  buildings  and  other  equip- 
ments found  upon  model  farm  properties. 
He  has  erected  a  good  residence,  in  fact 
his  home  is  one  of  the  most  commodious 
and  beautiful  in  the  township,  forming  a 
very  attractive  feature  in  the  landscape. 
He  has  also  built  various  barns  and  sheds, 
having  everything  necessary  for  the  care 
of  crops  and  stock  and  he  uses  the  latest 
improved  machinery  to  facilitate  the  work 
of  the  fields.  That  he  prospered  is  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  in  1892  he  was 
enabled  to  add  to  his  property  by  addi- 
tional purchase  of  eighty  acres  adjoining 
the  original  tract  on  the  north  and  in  1894 
he  bought  another  eighty-acre  tract  on 
section  22  and  also  eighty  acres  in  Marion 
township.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
stockmen  of  the  county  and  known  as  a 
l^reeder  of  polled  Angus  cattle.  He  also 
breeds  Duroc  Jersey  hogs  and  raises  some 
sheep.      He  finds  that   stock-raising  is  a 
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profitable  business  when  capably  directed 
by  sound  judgment  and  unflagging  enter- 
prise and  his  efforts  in  this  direction  have 
been  crowned  with  a  gratifying  measure 
of  success. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1867,  ^^i"- 
Morgan  was  married  to  ^liss  Anna 
Louisa  Lungreen,  a  daughter  of  Swan 
and  Anna  (Peterson)  Swanson.  Six  chil- 
dren have  been  born  of  this  marriage. 
Amelia  Sophia,  born  July  3,  1868,  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Xelson,  a  resident  of 
Lindsborg,  Kansas.  Florence,  born  De- 
cember 6,  1871.  is  the  wife  of  Solomon 
Stephenson,  who  is  mayor  of  Olds,  Iowa. 
Frank  Jesse  Alfred,  born  January  19, 
1874.  is  cashier  in  a  bank  at  Olds.  Tollie. 
born  December  16,  1875,  Carl  Joseph, 
born  October  i,  1878,  and  Herbert  S. 
Luther,  born  January  2,  1881,  are  all  at 
home.  ]\L"s.  ]\Iorgan  was  born  in  Sweden, 
July  22.  1842,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  came  alone  to  America  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  which  was  nearly  twelve 
weeks  in  completing  that  voyage.  She 
took  passage  at  Hamburg,  Germany,  and 
sailed  for  New  York  city,  whence  she 
made  her  way  to  Galesburg,  Illinois,  and 
there  she  lived  up  to  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage. Air.  Morgan  has  planted  trees 
around  his  place  and  now  has  a  fine  grove 
and  without  exception  his  is  the  most 
beautiful  home  in  the  entire  country  side 
and  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  labors 
and  efforts  of  the  owner,  who  is  indeed  a 
self-made  man.  Without  pecuniary  or 
family  advantages  at  the  outset  of  his 
career  he  has  progressed  along  well  de- 
fined lines  of  labor  until  today  he  is  one 
of  the  substantial  agriculturists  and  st(3ck-- 
raisers  of  this  portion  of  Iowa. 


SAMUEL  NEWTON  NIXON. 

Samuel  Newton  Nixon,  who  is  con- 
ducting in  Mount  Pleasant  one  of  the 
leading  photographic  studios  of  Henry 
county,  was  born  in  Fayette  county.  Penn- 
sylvania, July  17,  1.866,  a  son  of  Pressley 
and  Emma  (Robinson)  Nixon.  The  par- 
ents were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
state  and  the  father  followed  farming 
there  until  1840,  when  he  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  near  Winfield,  where  he  carried 
on  general  agricultural  pursuits  for  eight- 
een years.  He  then  removed  to  Olds,  Iowa, 
where  he  continued  farming  for  fifteen 
years  and  in  1896  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Alount  Pleasant,  where  he  is  now  li\'ing 
retired  at  502  \\'est  Saunders  street.  His 
life  has  been  active  and  his  well  directed 
business  affairs  have  brought  him  the 
comfortable  competence  that  now  enables 
him  to  enjoy  a  well  merited  rest.  At  one 
time  he  w^as  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
Society.  A  stanch  republican  he  has  served 
as  constable  in  Winfield  for  several  years. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  church  and  he  served  as 
church  trustee  throughout  the  period  of 
his  residence  in  Olds.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nixon  have  been  born  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely :  Samuel  New- 
ton ;  Ada,  who  is  head  seamstress  in  the 
employ  of  Mrs.  Pontius,  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. Iowa;  Anna,  the  widow  of  Edwin 
\\'hite.  who  died  nine  years  ago.  leaving 
three  children,  their  home  being  in  Mount 
Pleasant;  William,  of  Van  Wert.  Iowa, 
who  married  Miss  Olive  Young  and  has 
three  children ;  Harry,  a  railroad  agent  at 
Knoxville.  Iowa ;  and  Grace,  the  wife  of 
John  Kirkpatirck.  of  Mount  Pleasant. 
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Mr.  Nixon  of  this  review  was  a  public 
school  student  in  Henry  county,  pursuing 
his  studies  at  Lincoln  Hall  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  after  which  he  attended 
Howe's  Academy  and  subsequently  the 
Iowa  Wesleyan  Universit}\  He  lived  ^^■ith 
his  father  on  the  home  farm  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  when  he  began  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade  under  the  direction 
of  Frank  Miller  and  Myron  Martin,  of 
Olds,  Iowa,  and  devoted  five  years  to  that 
pursuit.  In  1888  he  became  postmaster 
at  Olds,  which  position  he  filled  for  two 
and  a  half  years,  l^eing  the  only  repub- 
lican postmaster  in  Henry  county  at 
the  time.  During  his  second  3'ear 
as  postmaster,  or  in  1890,  men  opened  his 
building  and  came  into  his  room  where  he 
slept.  Mr.  Nixon,  however,  was  awake 
and  seeing  the  men  asked  what  they 
wanted,  when  they  ran.  He  fired  through 
the  door  and  also  the  window  at  them,  but 
they  made  good  their  escape  and  Mr. 
Nixon  escaped  loss  or  injury.  He 
afterward  went  to  Texas,  where  he 
spent  six  months,  working  at  his 
trade,  during  which  time  he  built  se\'- 
eral  houses  and  barns.  In  1898  he 
came  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  took 
up  his  abode  on  North  Jefl:'erson  street, 
where  he  has  since  engaged  in  photo- 
graphic work  and  he  now  has  a  well  ap- 
pointed studio  and  is  conducting  an  excel- 
lent business.  He  is  thoroughly  conver- 
sant with  the  latest  and  best  improved 
methods  known  to  the  photographic  art, 
keeps  in  touch  with  modern  processes  and 
does  a  grade  of  work  that  makes  him  a 
leader  in  this  department  of  business  in 
Henry  county. 

Mr.  Nixon  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 


^^"oodmen  Camp  and  also  of  the  Yeoman 
and  belongs  to  the  Congregational  church. 
He  has  served  as  superintendent  in  the 
Sunday  school  and  takes  an  active  and 
helpful  part  in  church  work.  He  can 
remember  a  time  when  there  were  no 
houses  between  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Swedesburg  and  when  there  were  no  im- 
provements upon  the  old  homestead  farm 
at  W'infield,  the  father  making  all  of  the 
improvements  that  transformed  the  place 
into  a  splendid  farm  property.  Mr.  Nixon 
resides  with  his  parents  and  the  family  is 
one  of  prominence  in  the  city.  His  genial 
manner,  unfaltering  courtesy  and  defer- 
ence for  the  opinions  of  others  have  made 
him  popular  and  he  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  here. 


CHARLES  JACOB  LANG. 

Charles  Lang  is  a  notable  representative 
of  an  old  German  family,  and  has  mani- 
fested in  the  course  of  a  long,  active  and 
interesting  career  many  of  the  most  in- 
teresting traits  of  his  native  race  and 
blood.  He  has  been  industrious  to  a 
marked  degree,  and  has  never  shown  any 
disposition  to  shirk  hard  work  or  avoid 
his  full  share  of  the  labor  to  be  done.  He 
has  been  prudent  and  economical,  and 
while  never  approaching  miserliness  or 
stinginess,  he  has  never  shown  any  dis- 
position to  waste  his  money  in  foolish  ex- 
travagance. He  has  kept  his  word,  and 
his  pledge  has  been  like  a  bond.  Kind 
to  the  poor,  and  with  an  ear  always  open 
to  the  cry  of  the  needy,  he  has  ever  been 
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a  good  neighbor,  a  generous  friend  and 
an  upright  citizen.  These  are  the  virtues 
that  belong  to  the  German  blood,  and  these 
characterize  the  career  of  the  man  whose 
life  deeds  and  achievements  are  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biographical  history. 

Charles  Jacob  Lang,  who  is  now  living 
a  life  of  retirement  from  active  work  in 
the  city  of  Mount  Pleasant,  was  born  in 
Wurtemburg.  Germany,  on  January  i8, 
1834,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Katherine 
(Smith)  Lang.  He  was  the  oldest  of  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living  except  one  of 
the  sons,  John. 

The  father  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and 
emigrated  to  America  with  his  family 
when  Charles  was  only  thirteen  years  of 
age.  He  had  entered  into  a  contract  by 
which  he  was  to  recei^•e  employment  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  after  the  long  sailing 
voyage  of  thirty-one  days  was  completed, 
started  to  go  to  that  state,  going  by  way 
of  the  Erie  canal.  However,  when  he 
reached  Utica,  New  York,  his  wife  was 
taken  ill,  so  that  he  was  unable  to  continue 
the  journey.  Li  this  time  of  trouble  the 
young  lad,  Charles,  took  upon  his  shoul- 
ders part  of  the  family  burden  and  started 
out  to  find  employment.  He  found  a  place 
where  he  could  work  as  a  furniture  fin- 
isher in  Utica,  and  also  succeeded  in  find- 
ing a  position  for  his  father.  He  worked 
there  for  nine  years. 

In  1856  Mr.  Lang  decided  that  there 
were  better  opportunities  for  a  young  man 
in  the  newly  opened  territory  farther  west. 
Accordingly  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
came  to  Iowa,  first  locating  in  Burlington, 
then  only  a  small  city,  but  thriving  and 
very  progressive.     He  remained  there  but 


a  few  months,  coming  in  the  spring  of 
1857  to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  worked 
at  finishing  furniture  for  a  time.  He  found 
very  little  here  to  do  in  that  line,  so  he 
went  to  St.  Louis  and  remained  for  a  time, 
working  at  his  trade.  But  preferring  to 
make  his  home  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  he  re- 
turned here  and  worked  as  a  house  painter, 
continuing  at  that  trade  for  the  remainder 
of  his  active  life.  He  made  an  unusual  suc- 
cess at  this  work,  and  became  known  far 
and  wide  throughout  the  country  for  the 
excellence  of  his  work.  He  was  compelled 
to  employ  a  number  of  assistants,  having 
four,  five  and  six  men  working  under  him 
all  of  the  time.  He  trained  many  of  the 
men  in  this  and  neighboring  cities  who 
do  this  work  now.  He  did  a  great  deal 
of  work  in  the  surrounding  country,  as 
well  as  in  j\Iount  Pleasant.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  men  in  Henry  county  to  do 
hardwood  finishing,  and  the  owners  of 
many  of  the  finest  residences  in  INIount 
Pleasant  are  proud  to  say  that  the  beauty 
of  the  finishing  of  the  woodwork  in  their 
homes  is  due  to  the  skill  of  Mr.  Lang.  He 
was  a  man  who  attended  strictly  to  busi- 
ness all  of  his  life,  and  has  "handled  the 
brush"  since  1848,  a  period  of  fifty-seven 
vears,  during  which  time  he  won  an  envi- 
able reputation  as  an  expert  workman. 

Mr.  Lang  was  married  in  his  early  man- 
hood, the  ceremony  being  performed  the 
day  before  he  started  west.  His  wife  was 
Miss  Sophia  Blankenburg,  also  a  native 
of  Gennany.  They  enjoyed  together  a 
long,  happy  married  life  of  forty  years, 
then,  in  1897,  she  laid  down  the  burden 
of  life,  and  passed  to  a  better  land,  her 
remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  Forest  Home 
cemeterv  in  Mount  Pleasant.     They  were 
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the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
three  are  hving,  as  follows :  Henry,  a 
painter,  who  learned  his  trade  from  his 
father,  and  now  lives  in  Topeka,  Kansas, 
his  wife  being  a  native  of  that  city;  Kath- 
erine,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Holland, 
the  well  known  druggist  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant; Stella,  who  lives  at  home  with  her 
father.  The  two  daughters,  Stella  and 
Katherine,  are  both  graduates  of  the 
Alount  Pleasant  High  School.  Another 
daugther,  Louisa,  now  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  E.  W.  Krieg,  of  Burlington,  and 
left  one  child,  a  daughter,  Myrl,  who  has 
always  made  her  home  with  Mr.  Lang. 

Mr.  Lang  has  built  a  fine  home  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  he  lives  with  his  youngest 
daughter,  a  lady  of  rare  social  charms 
and  an  artist  in  oil  painting  of  much  tal- 
ent and  ability,  she  having  had  lessons 
from  the  best  a\'ailal3le  teachers,  besides 
having  many  beatiful  landscapes  and  floral 
pieces.  She  has  sold  many  and  is 
also  a  successful  teacher.  He  has  given 
his  skill  and  his  natural  artistic  tal- 
ents full  play  in  the  designing  and 
ornamenting  of  this  home,  and  the 
result  is  an  abode  that  is  not  only  the  place 
of  comfort  and  peace  that  is  implied  in  the 
word  home,  but  that  is  also  by  its  beauty 
of  interior  a  solace  to  the  artistic  tempera- 
ment of  its  owner.  AL\  Lang  designed  the 
ornamentation  of  the  ceiling  of  the  recep- 
tion room  in  his  home,  and  decorated  it 
himself  with  oil  painting. 

Politically  ]\Ir.  Lang  has  always  allied 
himself  with  the  republican  party,  and 
has  rendered  valuable  services  in  the  ranks 
of  the  party  workers,  though  he  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  to  political  preferment. 
He  has  always  been  a  great  admirer  of  the 
character,    and    deeds    accomplished    by 


Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr.  Lang  was  baptized 
in  infancy  into  the  Lutheran  church,  and 
character  and  deeds  accomplished  by  Abra- 
helped  to  build  the  Lutheran  church  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  although  he  is  not  now 
a  member  of  the  organization.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  always 
been  active  in  the  work  of  the  order.  He 
is  the  oldest  member,  though  not  the  old- 
est man,  in  the  local  lodge  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. He  has  passed  through  the  chairs, 
and  once  joined  the  Encampment,  but 
found  that  he  did  not  have  the  time  to 
devote  to  it,  so  dropped  that  part  of  the 
work. 

]\Ir.  Lang  began  life  with  no  capital  but 
a  strong  heart,  a  clear  brain  trained  by 
the  education  that  he  received  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  land,  and  a  good 
bodily  endowment.  He  has  been  indus- 
trious, calculating  and  keenly  alive  to  all 
the  possibilities  opening  before  him,  and 
he  has  achieved  a  very  fair  competence. 
As  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  pass- 
ing generation,  he  possesses  the  respect 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  to  an 
uncommon  degree,  for  his  manly  qualities 
and  upright  character  are  not  questioned. 
His  life  record  should  act  as  an  inspiration 
to  many  young  men  who  may  feel  that 
thev  are  more  handicapped  than  their  as- 
sociates in  the  struggle  for  success. 


CHARLES   C.    ^lURRAY. 

Charles  C.  Murray  is  a  self-made  man, 
\\ho  has  had  an  eventful  history.  He  has 
visited  manv  countries  on  the  face  of  the 
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globe,  and  from  the  age  of  twelve  years 
has  been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own 
resources.  He  has  wrought  along  lines 
that  have  de\-eloped  an  honorable  char- 
acter and  a  successful  business  as  well  and 
he  is  today  classed  with  the  representative 
citizens  of  Tippecanoe  township. 

A  native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  ^Ir. 
Murray  was  born  in  1844,  and  in  his  in- 
fancy was  left  an  orphan  and  was  reared 
in  an  institution  for  the  care  of  orphan 
children  until  about  twelve  years  of  age, 
when  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  went  on  board  a  fishing  ves- 
sel, and  soon  after  was  apprenticed  to  a 
foreign-going  ship  for  four  years,  and  fol- 
lowed the  sea  for  fifteen  years,  the  latter 
years  as  a  marine  engineer,  sailing  largely 
upon  the  Mediterranean  sea  and  East  In- 
dia, and  was  also  in  the  navy  for  five 
years.  His  educational  privileges  were 
only  such  as  were  afforded  by  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  country. 

Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity, 
]\Ir.  Murray  was  married  to  ]\Iiss  Eu- 
phemia  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Aber- 
deen. Scotland.  He  afterward  sailed  in  the 
coasting  service  on  the  Baltic  sea  and  sub- 
sequently on  the  East  India  seas.  Event- 
ually determining  to  leave  the  water,  he 
settled  in  Dundee,  Scotland,  where  he 
learned  the  business  of  an  engineer,  which 
he  followed  for  many  years  in  his  native 
land.  After  four  years  of  married  life 
Mrs.  Murray  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  1868,  leaving  one  son,  Charles  F.  Mur- 
ray, who  is  now  engineer  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa.  In  1870  Air.  ^Murray  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Bella 
Gunn,  who  was  born  in  the  highlands  of 
Scotland.     There  were  four  children  born 


of  this  marriage,  who  all  died  in  infancy, 
and  Mrs.  Murray  passed  away  in  Iowa 
in    1 89 1. 

It  was  in  1882  that  Mr.  ]\Iurray,  leav- 
ing the  land  of  his  birth,  sailed  for  the 
new  world,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  where  he  secured  employ- 
ment as  an  engineer.  He  remained  in 
that  city  for  several  years,  after  which  he 
removed  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he 
lived  for  five  years.  In  1900  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he 
also  spent  a  few  years,  during  which  time 
he  was  engaged  in  selling  books.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1904,  he  wedded  ■Mrs. 
Ellen  (Frazer)  Lawrence,  who  was  born 
at  Forest  Hill,  Scotland,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Margaret  (Dickey)  Frazer. 
She  spent  her  early  girlhood  days  in  her 
parents'  home,  and  after  her  marriage  to 
George  Lawrence  came  with  him  to  the 
United  States.  They  made  their  way  into 
the  interior  of  the  countr}-  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  they  lived  for  five  years,  and 
then  came  to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  yir. 
Lawrence  worked  at  his  trade  of  stone 
cutting,  being  employed  on  the  building  of 
the  asylum  in  this  county.  He  was  thus 
identified  with  industrial  pursuits  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Sep- 
tember 27,  1901.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lawrence  were  bom  seven  children :  ]\Iar- 
garet,  now  the  wife  of  James  Allender; 
Robert,  who  died  in  infancy;  George,  a 
resident  of  this  county;  Robert,  who  is 
the  second  of  the  name  and  lives  in  Henry 
county;  Ella,  the  wife  of  James  Lusk; 
Alary,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Neice,  of 
Mount  Pleasant;  and  Eugenia,  the  wife  of 
Edwin  Barton,  of  Salem,  Iowa. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Alurray  now  reside  upon 
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a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Tippecanoe 
township,  on  Avhich  Mrs.  ^Murray  has 
made  her  home  for  many  years.  He  has 
^•isited  man}^  places  on  the  globe  and  has 
thus  through  travel,  experience  and  ob- 
servation greatly  broadened  his  knowledge 
and  stored  his  mind  with  many  interesting 
reminiscences  of  his  trips.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  has  now  lived  in  Henry  county 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  widely  and 
favorably  known  here.  Mr.  Murray  is 
a  member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventist 
church,  and  is  a  republican  in  his  political 
views,  having  supported  the  party  since 
becoming  a  naturalized  American  citizen. 


JACOB  KASSEL. 

Jacob  Kassel,  who  since  1900  has  been 
a  resident  of  Xew  London  and  since  1904 
has  been  a  representative  of  its  trade  in- 
terests, being  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness here,  was  born  in  Union  township, 
Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  on  the  23d 
of  March,  1856,  his  parents  being  Conrad 
and  Mary  Anna  (Hentz)  Kassel.  The 
father  removed  from  St.  Louis  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  in  1849,  ^^^  soon  after- 
ward purchased  a  claim  in  Union  town- 
ship, Des  INIoines  county,  on  Long  Creek. 
It  was  but  a  small  tract,  which  he  after- 
ward sold.  He  then  bought  out  on  the 
prairie,  where  he  lived  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1886, 
when  he  was  seventy-two  years  of  age. 
He  found  that  the  prairie  land  was  rich 
and  productive  and  he  developed  there  a 


good  farm.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a 
number  of  years,  passing  away  in  1901 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  In  the 
their  family  were  ten  children,  of  whom 
six  are  living :  Henry,  who  resides  in 
Montgomery  county,  Iowa ;  John,  a  resi- 
dent of  Augusta  township;  ]\Iary,  the 
wife  of  Christ  Hauber,  who  is  living  in 
Burlington:  AA'illiam,  a  resident  of  L^n- 
ion  township,  Des  Moines  county;  Jacob, 
of  this  review ;  and  Anna,  the  wife  of 
George  Xau,  whose  home  is  in  Augusta 
township,  Des  Moines  county.  Those  who 
have  passed  away  are :  Conrad,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years ;  Christina,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  }-ears ;  Louisa, 
when  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  Philip 
when  twenty-eight  years  of  age. 

Jacob  Kassel,  whose  name  forms  the 
caption  of  this  review,  was  reared  under 
the  parental  roof.  His  educational  privi- 
leges were  those  afforded  by  the  public 
school  s}'stem  of  L'nion  township  and  he 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming, 
early  becoming  familiar  with  various  du- 
ties and  labors  incident  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  fields  and  the  care  of  the 
crops.  He  continued  his  identification 
with  agricultural  pursuits  until  1900  and 
remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  1884, 
when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
of  Joseph  Aller,  residing  thereon  until 
1888,  when  he  sold  that  farm  and  bought 
a  tract  of  land  of  eighty  acres  from  D. 
B.  Copeland.  The  following  year  he  in- 
vested in  forty  acres  of  land  which  he 
purchased  from  Mr.  Kissinger,  but  w-hich 
was  known  as  the  Hathaw^ay  place  and 
upon  this  farm  he  put  about  one  thou- 
sand rods  of  tile.  Tw^o  years  later  his 
house  w^as  destroyed  by  fire,  but  he  did 
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not  allow  himself  to  become  discouraged 
by  this  disaster  and  at  once  erected  a 
modern  residence,  which  he  continued  to 
occupy  until  his  removal  to  New  London 
in  1899.  He  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance 
of  his  fields  indicated  his  careful  super- 
vision and  practical  methods.  After  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  in  this  village  he  rested 
from  further  labor  for  several  years,  but 
in  1904  purchased  the  lumber  business 
which  up  to  that  time  had  been  conducted 
by  A.  C.  Sater.  The  business  was  es- 
tablished by  R.  H.  Peterson  and  adjoined 
the  yards  of  the  Gilbert  &  Hedge  Com- 
pany, of  Burlington.  Later  the  two  in- 
terests were  consolidated  and  conchicted 
by  the  firm  of  Linder  &  Garden,  succes- 
sors to  T.  B.  Lee.  At  a  still  more  recent 
date  Air.  Ganaway  became  the  owner  of 
the  business  and  eventually  sold  out  to 
A.  C.  Sater.  He  continued  as  proprietor 
until  1904,  when  he  sold  to  jMr.  Kassel, 
who  is  now  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade, 
having  a  well  appointed  yard  and  re- 
ceiving from  the  public  a  liberal  patron- 
age. His  close  application  and  unfalter- 
ing energy  have  constituted  the  strong  di- 
recting force  in  his  business  life  and  have 
resulted  in  the  acquirement  of  a  large 
and  profitable  trade. 

On  the  31st  of  December.  1884,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Kassel 
and  Aliss  Ratha  Estella  Hannah,  daugh- 
ter of  Sylvester  O.  and  Jane  (Devault) 
Hannah.  There  has  been  one  child  born 
of  this  marriage,  Ruby  Belle,  whose  na- 
tal day  was  April  16,  1887.  Mr.  Kassel 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge, 
No.  184,  of  New  London  and  his  reli- 
eious  faith  is  indicated  bv  his  member- 


ship in  the  Presbyterian  church.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  democrat,  but  without  as- 
piration for  office,  preferring  to  devote 
his  time  and  energies  to  his  business  af- 
fairs. He  has  never  been  known  to  take 
advantage  of  the  necessities  of  his  fellow 
men  in  any  trade  transactions  and  is  fair 
and  just  in  all  of  his  dealings,  having  due 
regard  at  all  times  and  under  all  condi- 
tions for  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
others. 


LOUIS  MILTON   MAGERS. 

Louis  Milton  Magers,  who  lived  dur- 
ing his  mature  and  prosperous  years  in 
New  London,  passed  away  in  that  village 
and  left  to  lament  his  untimely  death  one 
son  grown  to  manhood  and  his  wife,  who 
now  resides  in  the  handsome  modern  resi- 
dence which  he  built  in  1898.  Air.  Magers 
v,as  born  September  18,  1848,  being  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Elvira  (Shopbell) 
Magers.  \Mien  a  youth  he  went  with  his 
parents  to  live  in  Henry  county,  Iowa. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
county  and  after  finishing  his  education 
went  into  business  with  his  father,  from 
whi^m  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith and  wagonmaker.  After  becoming 
well  skilled  in  these  trades  he  entered  into 
business  upon  his  own  responsibility  in 
New  London,  where  he  spent  all  of  his 
mature  years  of  activity  and  labor.  He 
purchased  the  brick  business  block  of 
Perry  Frank  and  later  another  upon 
Alain  street.  These  he  owned  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 
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111  1873  he  wedded  Miss  Ellen  Fowler, 
a  daughter  of  \Villiam  E.  and  Jane 
(Lyons)  Fowler.  In  her  childhood  she 
lived  in  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania,  and 
in  1859  went  with  her  parents  to  live  in 
Burlington.  Iowa.  They  remained  there 
several  years,  and  in  1866  moved  to  New 
London,  where  the  father  soon  became 
engaged  in  his  trade  of  tinsmith,  a  busi- 
ness which  he  had  followed  all  his  life. 
The  family  continued  to  live  in  Xew  Lon- 
don, where  the  daughter  was  married  and 
where  she  is  still  living.  The  father  died 
in  1894,  and  the  mother  in  1898. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  IMagers  became  the  par- 
ents of  one  child,  whom  they  reared  to 
manhood,  Thomas  Frederick,  now  a  den- 
tist living  in  St.  Louis,  ]\Iissouri.  He  is 
married,  his  wife  formerly  being  ^liss 
Lillian  Humes.     They  have  no  children. 

Louis  Milton  ]Magers  was  a  progres- 
sive business  man.  He  early  learned  the 
lesson  of  industry  and  frugality  and  ap- 
plied himself  with  diligence  to  his  life 
duties.  He  was,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
still  a  comparatively  young  man,  but  he 
had  mastered  the  true  principles  of  a  suc- 
cessful business  life  and  won  for  him- 
self the  distinction  of  being  a  self-made 
man.  3*Ir.  ]\Iagers  had  many  friends  in 
New  London,  and  is  missed  by  them  as 
well  as  at  his  own  fireside. 


JOHN  A.  WICK. 


Among  the  native  sons  of  Henn^  county 
who  have  found  here  good  business  oppor- 
tunities, which,  improved,  have  led  to  suc- 


cess, is  numbered  John  A.  Wick,  now 
residing  in  Canaan  township,  where  he 
owns  and  operates  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty acres  on  section  15.  He  first  opened 
his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  this  county 
on  the  8th  day  of  September,  1866,  his 
parents  being  August  and  Elizabeth 
(Schultz)  Wick,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  father  came  to 
Henry  county  in  1845,  settling  in  ]\Iarion 
township,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
timber  land.  In  the  midst  of  the  green 
forest  he  began  to  hew  out  a  farm,  and 
as  one  by  one  the  trees  were  cut  away  he 
also  cleared  out  the  brush  and  stumps  and 
soon  the  track  of  the  plow  was  seen  across 
the  fields.  He  continued  to  reside  upon 
the  old  homestead  property  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  Februar}^  22. 
1892. 

John  A.  AVick  was  reared  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farm  lads  of  his  age  and  local- 
ity. He  attended  the  district  schools, 
thereby  accjuiring  a  knowledge  that  has 
enabled  him  to  transact  business  affairs, 
and  under  the  direction  of  his  father  he 
became  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of 
carrying  on  farm  work.  He  lived  with 
his  parents  through  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth,  and  in  early  manhood 
came  to  Canaan  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased seventy  acres  of  land.  Ambitious 
to  obtain  success,  he  wisely  invested  his 
earnings  in  more  land  from  time  to  time 
until  now  he  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable 
and  attractive  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy  acres,  all  on  section  15,  Canaan 
township.  In  1900  he  erected  an  attrac- 
tive residence  of  eight  rooms,  built  in 
modern  style  of  architecture.  It  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  well  kept  lawn  and  the  home 
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is  tastefully  furnished.  Other  improve- 
ments on  the  farm  indicate  the  careful  su- 
pervision of  a  progressive  owner,  who  car- 
ries forward  to  successful  completion 
whatever  he  undertakes.  He  has  good 
barns  and  corn  cribs  upon  his  place  and 
uses  the  latest  improved  machineiy  in  the 
care  and  cultivation  of  his  fields.  In  addi- 
tion to  raising  good  crops  annually,  he 
also  raises  good  grades  of  hogs  and  cattle. 
On  the  4th  of  October,  1888,  Mr.  Wick- 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Hup- 
pie,  who  was  born  in  Burlington  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
Her  father,  August  Huppie,  was  bom  in 
Germany  and  wedded  Miss  Rickie  Eckey, 
also  a  native  of  that  country.  Unto  ]\Ir. 
and  ]^Irs.  Wick  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren, namely :  Albert,  Elizabeth.  \\^illie, 
Rickie,  Roy,  INIarie  and  John,  all  at  home 
and  all  born  in  Canaan  township,  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  on  the  present  home  place. 
Mr.  Wick  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  demo- 
crat. AMiile  he  is  leading  an  active  life  in 
business  affairs,  he  yet  finds  time  and  op- 
portunity to  aid  in  the  advancement  of 
measures  for  general  good  and  is  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  causes  of  local  advance- 
ment and  national  progress  both  being  dear 
to  his  heart 


WILLIAM  WAUGH  CUNNINGHAM 

William  AVaugh  Cunningham  has  been 
a  leading  factor  in  the  business  life  of 
New  London  since  1896.    When  our  sub- 


ject was  four  years  old,  his  parents  came 
to  Wapello  county,  Iowa,  from  Ohio.  He 
was  born  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  on 
October  10,  1865,  the  son  of  William 
\\'augh  and  Elizabeth  (Hursey)  Cun- 
ningham. He  received  an  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  a  training  as  a  farmer  both  in  his 
bringing  up  and  in  actual  labor.  In  1896 
Mr.  Cunningham  retired  from  farming 
and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in 
New  London,  which  he  pursued  for  a 
number  of  years. 

In  ]\Iarch  of  1904  he  became  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Brown  Mercantile  Company 
and  has  since  been  identified  with  this 
business  interest. 

Fraternally  he  claims  membership  with 
the  order  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
]\Iasons,  Chapter  28,  New  London,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Modern  AA'ood- 
men  of  America.  Not  only  is  he  a  stanch 
democrat  in  his  political  ideas,  but  he  has 
served  in  a  public  capacity  as  representa- 
tive of  \\'apello  county,  and  member  of 
New  London  Council.  His  life  is  also 
characterized  by  an  interest  in  educational 
affairs,,  having  performed  the  public  du- 
ties as  a  member  of  the  school  board  and 
of  the  township  board  of  \\'apello  county. 

On  February  2,  1893,  he  married  Flora 
Belle  Prendergist.  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Catherine  (^^'ickeiser)  Prendergist.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Juanita  Bell,  William  Bryan,  and  Helen 
Louise,  of  whom  the  former  is  a  student 
in  the  public  school. 

x\lthough  Mr.  Cunningham  has  scarce- 
ly reached  middle  age,  he  has  exhibited  a 
business  ability  and  industry  which  have 
made  him  a  successful  man. 
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CORNELIUS  SCOTT. 

Cornelius  Scott,  now  living  retired  in 
Salem,  after  many  years  of  active  and 
honorable  connection  with  farming  in- 
terests and  business  affairs  here,  was  born 
in  Sharon,  Schoharie  county,  Xew  York, 
April  12,  1834.  The  family  was  es- 
tablished in  the  east  at  an  early  day,  Rob- 
ert Scott  having  been  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. His  son,  John  Scott  was  born 
in  Schoharie  county.  New  York,  Oc- 
tober 14,  1796,  and  was  married 
in  the  Empire  state  on  the  13th  of 
September,  1816,  to  Miss  Mary  Mal- 
ick,  who  was  born  in  Schoharie  county 
in  1792.  Her  death  occurred  November  24, 
1853,  ^"<^  on  the  22nd  of  August,  1855, 
Mr.  Scott  wedded  Altha  ^^^  Bradaway. 
Following  his  first  marriage  he  owned 
and  operated  a  farm  in  Schoharie  county, 
New  York,  where  he  lived  until  1850, 
when  he  removed  to  the  to\vn  of  Ray- 
mond, in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin. 
There  he  purchased  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
October  14,  i860.  In  the  family  w'ere 
three  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom 
Cornelius  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth 
and  is  the  only  one  now  living. 

Cornelius  Scott  never  attended  school, 
having  no  educational  advantages  pro- 
vided, but  he  is  a  self-educated  man,  who 
has  gained  much  valuable  knowledge 
through  experience  and  observation.  He 
accompanied  his  father  on  his  removal  to 
Wisconsin  and  worked  with  him  there 
until  1858,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  in  Lowell,  Baltimore 
township,  Henry  county.  There  he  resided 
until   1 86 1,  his  attention  being  given  to 


farming  and  in  that  year  he  removed  to 
Jackson  township,  where  he  operated  a 
rented  farm  for  four  years.  Success  at- 
tended his  efforts  during  that  period  and 
he  acquired  capital  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  make  purchase  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  and  three  quarters  acres  of  land 
on  section  16.  This  was  but  partially  im- 
pro\-ed  and  upon  it  was  a  small  house, 
no  barn  and  but  few  rods  of  fence.  He 
at  once  began  to  further  cultivate  and  im- 
prove the  property,  clearing  the  timber 
from  thirty  acres  and  otherwise  bringing 
the  farm  under  cultivation.  He  first  built 
a  barn,  afterward  improved  the  house, 
dug  wells  and  put  the  land  in  first  class 
shape.  He  tilled  the  soil,  and  his  labors 
were  so  practical  and  enterprising  that 
his  labors  were  crowned  with  good  har- 
vests. He  also  raised  horses,  cattle,  sheep 
and  hogs  and  this  branch  of  his  business 
likewise  proved  profitable.  In  1896  he 
remo^•ed  to  Salem  township  and  pur- 
chased a  residence  on  Depot  street,  where 
he  is  now  living  retired.  He  sold  his 
farm  to  his  son  Dudley  after  removing 
to  Salem  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well  mer- 
ited rest  surrounded  b}'  many  of  the  com- 
forts and  luxuries  of  life. 

On  the  25th  of  March.  1854,  Mr.  Scott 
wTis  married  in  Wisconsin  to  Miss  Louisa 
Benbow,  who  was  born  in  Staffordshire, 
England,  November  28,  1833.  She  went 
to  Wisconsin  in  1840  with  her  parents, 
AA'illiam  and  Annie  (Bagley)  Benbow. 
Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (Holmes)  Benbow,  and  her 
maternal  grandparents  were  Dudley  and 
]Mary  (Hill)  Bagley,  natives  of  Eng- 
land. Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  removed  to  Nauvoo,  Illinois, 
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where  he  hved  until  1855.  The  first  Mor- 
mon sermon  was  dehvered  in  the  barn  be- 
longing to  John  Benbow,  a  brother  of 
Mrs.  Scott's  father.  On  coming  to  Amer- 
ica William  Benbow  went  to  Racine, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  for  fifteen 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  He  then  came  to  Lee  comity, 
Iowa,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Pleasant 
Ridge  township,  whereon  he  resided  for 
about  seven  years.  He  then  sold  this 
farm  and  retired  to  Fort  Madison,  where 
he  purchased  a  residence,  spending  his 
remaining  days  in  resting  from  active 
labor.  His  wife  died  August  8,  1880, 
wdien  seventy-eight  years  of  age  and  his 
death  occurred  in  Mount  Pleasant  on  the 
1 2th  of  February,  1891,  when  he  had 
reached  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he 
lived  among  his  children  until  he  was 
called  to  his  final  rest.  Mrs.  Scott  was 
the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family 
of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  three  are  yet  living. 

Lnto  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  eight  children : 
Warren,     who    w^as    born    January    28, 

1855.  and  died  September  2,  1858;  Wil- 
liam  Adelbert,   who  was  born  April    10, 

1856,  and  is  now  in  the  nursery  business 
at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa ;  Mariam  Belle, 
who  was  born  May  14,  i860,  and  is  the 
wife  of  William  Parker,  ticket  agent  of 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Rail- 
road, at  Ottumwa,  Iowa ;  Edwin,  who 
was  born  August  9,  1862.  and  is  now  in 
the  state  of  Washington ;  Dudle}-  Arthur, 
who  was  born  May  16.  1864,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  and  livery  business  at 


New  London,  Iowa;  Owen  Andrew,  who 
was  born  April  15,  1866,  and  died  in 
September,  of  the  same  year;  Annie  Le- 
nora.  who  was  born  September  9,  1869, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Frank  E.  Becker,  of 
Jackson  township;  and  Calvin  H.,  who 
was  born  August  15,  1874,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  New  London  township. 

Air.  Scott  has  long  voted  W'ith  the  de- 
mocracy and  is  unfaltering"  in  his  advo- 
cacy of  the  principles  of  the  party.  With 
few  or  practically  no  advantages  in  his 
youth  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world  and  placed  his  dependence 
upon  untiring  labor  and  diligence.  It  was 
a  splendid  foundation  upon  which  to 
build  the  superstructure  of  success  and 
as  the  years  went  by  he  became  one  of 
the  prosperous  farmers  of  his  part  of  the 
state.  He  has  now  passed  the  Psalmist's 
span  of  three  score  years  and  ten  and  is 
today  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest  in  a 
pleasant  home  in  Salem.  He  deserves  and 
receives  the  respect  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  many  who  know  him  in  this 
countv. 


THOAIAS  T.  EVANS. 

On  the  pages  of  the  pioneer  history  of 
Des  Moines  county  appears  the  name  of 
Thomas  T.  Evans,  who  assisted  mate- 
rially in  the  early  development  of  this 
part  of  the  state,  aiding  in  reclaiming  the 
wild  land  for  the  purposes  of  civilization. 
A  native  of  \A'ales,  he  was  born  about 
1800  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
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public  schools  of  that  land.  He  after- 
ward learned  the  weaver's  trade,  becom- 
ing an  expert  in  that  department  of  la- 
bor. He  wove  in  all  colors  and  designs 
and  because  of  his  superior  ability  was 
able  to  command  good  positions.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  country  to  Miss 
Mary  Morris,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
little  rock-ribbed  land  of  Wales,  her  na- 
tal year  being  1804.  Desirous,  however, 
of  enjoying  the  better  business  opportu- 
nities of  the  new  world  and  the  higher 
wages  here  paid.  Thomas  T.  Evans 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States  in 
1833,  settling  first  at  Ruscanee.  New  York 
where  with  his  wife  and  three  children  he 
established  his  home.  They  crossed  the 
Atlantic  on  the  old  sailing  vessel,  Sidol, 
which  several  years  afterward  was  lost 
at  sea  and  nine  weeks  had  been  added  to 
the  cycle  of  the  centuries  before  anchor 
was  dropped  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 
About  1836  the  family  went  from  the 
Empire  state  to  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  the  trans- 
fer or  teaming  business  in  the  employ  of 
a  hotel  proprietor,  making  trips  from 
Portage  county  to  Pittsburg.  His  resi- 
dence in  the  Buckeye  state  covered  about 
nine  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa. 

It  was  in  May,  1845,  that  Mr.  Evans 
arrived  in  this  state.  He  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  and  later  he  entered  one 
hundred  sixty  acres  from  the  government 
through  the  medium  of  a  Mexican  land 
warrant  which  had  been  granted  to  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Mexican  war  in  recognition 
of  his  services  the  soldier  selling  the  same 
to  Mr.  Evans.  In  this  way  the  latter 
became   owner   of   a    quarter   section    in 


^^'ashington  township  about  a  half  mile 
west  of  the  boundary  line  of  Yellow 
Springs  township.  His  son,  Moses,  also 
bought  eighty  acres  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood, but  in  the  spring  of  1850  he 
went  to  California  attracted  by  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Lat- 
er he  returned  to  his  farm,  bringing 
with  him  about  two  thousand  dollars 
which  he  had  made  in  the  mines  of  the 
west.  He  died  in  Des  Moines  county  in 
1854,  leaving  his  property  to  his  father 
and  this  was  the  family  homestead  until 
the  death  of  the  parents. 

Mr.  Evans  was  an  enterprising  agricul- 
turist, placing  his  land  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  living  a  busy,  useful 
and  active  life.  He  died  in  1855  and  within 
a  week  his  wife  and  two  daughters  passed 
away,  Catherine  Sophia  being  then  six- 
teen years  of  age,  while  Mary  Augusta 
was  fourteen  years  old.  John  Jones,  an 
old-time  friend  of  Mr.  Evans,  who  had 
lost  his  wife  in  Des  Moines  county  and 
afterward  resided  in  different  places,  con- 
tracted the  cholera  and  Mr.  Evans,  out 
of  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  went  to  nurse 
him  during  that  illness.  He  then  returned 
home,  bringing  with  him  the  dreaded  dis- 
ease and  he  and  his  wife  and  daughters 
all  succumbed  to  that  dread  illness.  There 
was  only  one  other  death  from  cholera 
in  the  locality,  a  girl  by  the  name  of 
Virgin. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children :  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife 
of  William  P.  Jones,  a  resident  of  Port- 
land. Oregon ;  Moses,  who  died  when 
twenty-four  years  of  age;  Henry;  Ann, 
who  married  Frederick  Gowdy.  of  this 
county,  and  died  in  1878;  James  Grimes. 
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who  died  at  Salenas,  California,  in  July, 
1903;  Catherine  Sophia,  who  died  of 
cholera ;  Mary  Augusta,  whose  death  was 
occasioned  by  the  same  disease;  Joseph, 
who  died  in  Des  Moines  county  in  July, 
1867,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years; 
Jane,  who  died  in  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, in  1903,  being  survived  by  her 
husband,  Andrew  Gartley,  a  former  resi- 
dent of  Burlington,  Iowa;  and  Thomas 
Charles,  who  is  living  in  Winona  county, 
Iowa. 

Henry  Evans,  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  history  of  Thomas  T.  Evans, 
and  his  family,  was  born  April  8,  1832, 
in  \Vales,  and  was  therefore  only  about 
a  vear  old  when  his  parents  came  to 
America.  He  pursued  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Ohio  and  of  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  and  for  a  time  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  public  schools  of  Burlington. 
In  1853  he  went  to  California  and  was 
engaged  in  mining  there,  when  he  re- 
ceived the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  his 
father,  mother  and  two  sisters.  It  was 
accompanied  by  an  appeal  for  him  to  re- 
turn home,  for  he  w^as  left  the  eldest  of 
the  family  and  naturally  the  obligation  of 
caring  for  the  younger  members  fell  upon 
him.  He  therefore  returned  to  Iowa  and 
took  charge  of  the  old  home  place  and 
of  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters.  He 
continued  the  management  and  opera- 
tion of  the  home  farm,  there  residing  for 
six  years,  when  on  the  12th  of  December. 
1 86 1,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
\^'illiams,  a  daughter  of  W.  W.  and 
Margaret  (Owens)  AA'illiams.  Mr.  Ev- 
ans brought  his  bride  to  the  old  home- 
stead and  finally  purchased  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs  in  the  property,  con- 


tinuing to  reside  thereon  until  he  pur- 
chased an  additional  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres.  Upon  this  quarter 
section  he  erected  a  new  and  commodious 
residence  in  1867  and  for  many  years 
thereafter  was  actively  identified  with  ag- 
ricultural interests,  carrying  on  the  farm 
with  success  until  his  retirement  from 
business  life  in  1892.  He  then  removed 
to  Mount  Pleasant  and  purchased  a  com- 
fortable home  in  the  west  part  of  the  vil- 
lage. In  1903  he  traded  this  residence 
for  another  farm  in  Henry  county  and 
also  made  plans  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  and  modern  residence  in  the  town 
to  be  built  at  No.  413  Xorth  Main  street. 
For  five  years  thereafter  the  farm  prop- 
erty was  rented,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
his  son,  Merritt,  took  charge  of  his  land 
in  Washington  and  Yellow  Springs  town- 
ships, Des  Moines  county,  and  Pleasant 
Grove  township,  Henry  county.  This 
comprises  an  extensive  tract  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  and  is  devoted 
largely  to  the  raising  of  stock,  making 
a  specialty  of  Hereford  cattle  and  Poland 
China  hogs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  have  become  the 
parents  of  eight  children :  Margaret  Ann, 
who  died  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years;  Mary  Augusta,  at  home; 
Austin  Joseph,  of  the  Security  State 
Bank,  at  Arkansas  City,  Kansas,  who 
married  Mina  Davis,  a  daughter  of  Nel- 
son Davis,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  by 
whom  he  has  one  child,  Ruth ;  Laura,  the 
wife  of  A.  W.  Miller  and  the  mother  of 
one  son,  Paul ;  \\'illiam  Henry,  who  is  as- 
sistant cashier  of  the  Mount  Pleasant 
Savings  Bank;  Merritt:  Bertha,  who 
.died    at  the  age  of  five  years;  and    one 
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that  died  in  infancy.  The  sons,  WilHam 
and  Austin,  are  graduates  of  the  Wes- 
leyan  College  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Evans  was  elected  township  trus- 
tee on  three  different  occasions  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket  and  he  has  always  been  a 
stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
party.  Almost  his  entire  life  has  been 
l^assed  in  this  state,  where  he  located 
when  a  lad  of  twelve  years  and  he  has 
therefore  witnessed  the  many  changes 
that  have  occurred  here  as  the  locality 
has  put  off  the  evidences  of  frontier  life 
and  taken  on  all  of  the  improvements  of 
a  modern  civilization.  His  business  affairs 
were  capably  managed  and  his  close  ap- 
plication, frugality,  strong  purpose  and 
laudable  ambition  enabled  him  as  the 
years  passed  by  to  add  annually  to  his  in- 
come. He  is  now  one  of  the  extensive 
land  owners  of  Des  Moines  county  and, 
leaving  the  care  of  his  farm  to  others, 
he  is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 


PAREN  PHLLYARD. 

Paren  Hillyard,  whose  useful  and  up- 
right life  was  terminated  in  death  in  New 
London,  June  5,  1903,  to  the  deep  regret 
of  his  large  circle  of  warm  friends,  was 
born  in  Monroe  county,  Ohio,  his  par- 
ents being  Jacob  and  William  Hillyard. 
In  his  early  boyhood  days  he  was 
brought  by  his  father  to  Des .  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  there.  Following  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  he  responded  to  the 


country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  E,  Twenty-lifth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, at  Burlington.  He  served  for  three 
years,  taking  part  in  a  number  of  impor- 
tant battles  of  the  great  Civil  war,  and 
on  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment was  honorably  discharged.  He  then 
returned  to  Des  Moines  county  and  fol- 
lowing his  father's  removal  to  Canaan 
township  Paren  Hillyard  lived  with  his 
sister,  Mrs.  William  Carter,  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1865,  Miss  Lou  Pickering  be- 
coming his  wife.  She  was  also  a  native 
of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  born  Septem- 
ber 30,  1 84 1,  and  a  daughter  of  Green- 
berry  and  Susan  (Darr)  Pickering.  In 
the  public  schools  of  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
she  acquired  her  education,  her  parents 
having  previously  removed  to  that  lo- 
cality. In  1865  the  family  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  at  Mount  Pleasant,  where  both 
her  parents  passed  away,  the  father's 
death  occurring  about  a  year  and  a  half 
after  his  removal  to  this  state,  while  the 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  Sep- 
tember, 1869.  In  their  family  were 
twelve  children :  Lott,  who  is  now  living 
in  Knox  county,  Ohio ;  Carblee,  deceased ; 
Maria,  the  wife  of  William  ^^'ilson  and  a 
resident  of  Iowa ;  Orpha,  who  is  the 
widow  of  John  Hosick  and  is  living  in 
Cantril,  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa ;  Al- 
bert, a  resident  of  Knox  county,  Ohio; 
Hannah  .who  married  Xewland  Percival, 
but  both  are  now  deceased ;  Elizabeth, 
the  wife  of  Alfred  Boyd,  who  is  living  in 
Adair  county.  Iowa ;  Enoch,  deceased ; 
Philip,  a  resident  of  South  Dakota ;  Mrs. 
Hillyard;  David,  who  resided  in  Bur- 
lington ;  and  Fannie,  who  died  in  infancy. 
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Following-  his  marriage  Mr.  Hillyard 
engaged  in  farming  for  a  time,  but  later 
turned  his  attention  to  commercial  pur- 
suits, purchasing  a  stock  of  goods  and 
opening  a  general  store  in  Greenfield, 
Adair  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained 
for  about  nine  years,  conducting  a  suc- 
cessful business.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  removed  to  Mount  Union, 
Henry  county,  where  he  continued  in 
merchandising  for  about  ten  years,  after 
which  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Canaan 
township,  making  it  his  home  for  five 
years.  In  1899,  however,  he  retired  from 
active  business  life  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  Xew  London  to  spend  his  remaining 
days  in  the  enjoyment  of  well  earned  rest. 
Here  he  lived  quietly  in  well  earned  ease 
until  he  was  called  to  his  final  home  on 
the  5th  of  June.  1903. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Hillyard  had  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own.  but  had  reared  an 
adopted  son,  Vern.  who  was  born  July 
21,  1879,  ^^'^^  ^s  now  learning  the  jew- 
eler's trade.  In  his  political  views  ]Mr. 
Hillyard  was  always  a  stalwart  repub- 
lican and  was  twice  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  supervisor,  but  died  prior  to 
the  close  of  his  second  term.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
filled  all  of  the  chairs  in  the  Odd  Fellows 
Lodge.  He  enjoyed  in  large  measure  the 
friendship  and  regard  of  his  brethren  of 
those  organizations.  In  business  he  was 
found  reliable  and  trustworthy  and  in 
citizenship  he  manifested  the  same  loy- 
alty in  days  of  peace  which  he  had  shown 
when  he  defended  the  L'nion  cause  upon 
the  battle  fields  of  the  south.    All  men  re- 


spected him  and  many  who  came  in  con- 
tact with  him  gave  him  their  warm  per- 
sonal regard  and  friendship,  so  that  his 
death  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  wide- 
spread regret. 


HIRAAI  T.  BIRD. 


Hiram  T.  Bird,  who  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  has  been  engaged  in  the  furniture 
and  undertaking  business  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, where  his  position  in  commercial  cir- 
cles is  among  the  foremost  because  of  his 
unremitting  diligence  and  his  employment 
of  methods  that  neither  seek  nor  require 
disguise,  was  bom  in  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
July  14,  1846.  His  parents  were  Dr. 
W^ellington  and  Sarah  (Thornton)  Bird, 
\\-ho  came  to  this  state  with  their  son 
Hiram  in  his  early  boyhood  days  and  here 
he  acquired  his  early  education,  afterward 
attending  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  L'niversity 
until  1863.  He  then  enlisted  for  service 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  Eighth 
Iowa  Cavalr}'  as  surgeon's  steward,  join- 
ing his  regiment  at  Davenport,  going  south 
with  that  command,  \\hich  was  attached 
to  SheiTnan's  army  and  went  with  him 
on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  Mr. 
Bird  was  captured  at  Atlanta,  on  the 
30th  of  July,  1864,  and  was  impris- 
oned at  both  ]Macon  and  Charleston, 
but  afterward  was  released  with  a 
number  .  of  surgeons  at  the  latter  place 
and  again  joined  his  regiment,  which 
was  stationed  on  the  Tennessee  river,  just 
Ijefore  Hood  crossed  that  stream  on  his 


\6o 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEJJ' 


way  to  Nashville.  ^Ir.  Bird  participated 
with  his  regiment  in  the  battles  of  Frank- 
'Hn  and  Nashville,  and  in  the  following 
spring  took  part  in  the  W^ilson  Cavalry 
raid  through  Alabama  and  Georgia,  l^eing 
engaged  on  that  raid  at  tlie  time  of  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  then  mustered 
out  at  Macon,  Georgia,  in  the  fall  of  1865. 
Part  of  the  cavaliy  corps  captured  Jeffer- 
son Davis. 

With  a  creditable  militaiy  record  ]\Ir. 
Bird  returned  to  his  home  to  enter  busi- 
ness life  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  where  he  has 
since  figured  as  a  leading  and  trustworthy 
representative  of  commercial  interests.  He 
first  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  with 
which  he  was  connected  for  fourteen  years, 
conducting  a  store  on  the  Brazelton  House 
corner.  On  selling  out  there  he  purchased 
an  old-established  business  on  North  Jef- 
ferson street  that  has  now  been  conducted 
as  a  furniture  store  for  fifty  years.  Since 
1879  he  has  been  alone  in  his  mercantile 
operations  there,  occupying  the  three  floors 
of  the  store  on  Jefferson  street  opposite 
the  Harlem  House,  the  store  Ijeing  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  deq).  The  under- 
taking business  was  also  established  pre- 
vious to  the  time  of  his  purchase,  but  he 
has  made  improvements  along  that  line 
and  no\\'  has  a  fine  chapel,  in  which  funeral 
services  may  be  held  by  those  who  are  re- 
siding temporarily  in  the  cit}'.  In  the 
face  of  competition  and  not  without  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles,  ]\Ir.  Bird  has  suc- 
ceeded in  building  up  a  business  of  great 
volume  and  importance,  ha\'ing  a  thor- 
oughly equipped  furniture  store,  in  which 
he  carries  a  large  line  of  furniture  of  vari- 
ous grades,  meeting  the  varied  tastes  of 
his  patrons.  As  the  years  have  passed  he 
has  added  lareelv  to  his  furniture  stock. 


keeping  in  touch  with  the  modern  progress 
of  the  trade,  and  his  annual  sales  are  rep- 
resented by  a  large  figure.  He  has  also 
made  a  study  of  embalming,  and  is  the 
possessor  of  certificate  No.  25,  which  was 
accorded  to  the  first  class  examined  ac- 
cording to  state  law  in  1898.  During  the 
quarter  of  a  centurs'  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness he  has  superintended  nearly  four  thou- 
sand interments,  and  there  are  now  almost 
as  man}'  names  upon  his  books  as  there 
are  living  inhabitants  in  the  city. 

On  the  1 8th  of  August,  1868,  Mr.  Bird 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Florence 
AIcLaran,  of  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  a  daughter 
of  James  McLaran,  one  of  the  early  mer- 
chants of  this  cit}'.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Clara,  now  the  wife  of  \\\  F.  Kopp, 
a  rising  young  attorney  and  postmaster  of 
^vlount  Pleasant.  The  parents  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  !\Ir.  Bird  has  serv^ed  as 
ste^^■ard  and  also  as  treasurer  of  the  board 
of  trustees.  Identified  with  various  social 
organizations,  he  now  belongs  to  ]\Iount 
Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient  Free  and 
Acepted  Masons ;  Mystic  Lodge,  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  ]\IcFar- 
land  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re])ublic. 
In  politics  an  earnest  republican,  he  has 
twice  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil of  the  second  ward.  His  home  is  on 
North  [Main  street  and  he  has  lived  within 
one  block  of  the  present  site  for  fifty-six 
years.  His  parents'  old  home  site  is  now 
occupied  by  the  public  library  building. 
There  is  perhaps  no  resident  of  Blount 
Pleasant  who  has  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  histoiy  of  the  city,  its  advantages, 
improvements  and  advancement  than  has 
Mr.  Bird,  who  for  more  than  a  half  cen- 
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turv  has  witnessed  its  growth  and  through 
long-  years  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
progress  that  conserves  commercial  devel- 
opm.ent  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
community.  He  has  made  a  business  rec- 
ord as  creditable  as  it  is  honorable,  and  in 
the  healthful  growth  of  trade  has  won  the 
success  which  constitutes  the  goal  of  all 
business  endeavor. 


ANDREW  JACKSOX  SULLIVAX. 

Andrew  Jackson  Sullivan,  who  has  a 
well  improved  farm  in  Baltimore  town- 
ship, has  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  county, 
his  natal  place  being  Xew  London  and  the 
date  of  his  birth  Januaiy  28,  1866.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Susan  (Rock)  Sul- 
livan, the  fomier  a  native  of  Ireland  and 
the  latter  of  Pennsylvania,  while  the  fa- 
ther, Alexander  Rock,  was  also  born  in  the 
Kevstone  state.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  the  father 
was  at  that  time  working  on  a  construction 
train  until  June  20,  1883,  when  his  life's 
labors  were  ended  in  death.  His  wife 
married  again,  her  second  husband  being 
\Mlilam  Barnes,  of  Farmington,  Illinois, 
where  she  died  in  September,  1905. 

Andrew  Jackson  Sullivan,  the  eldest  son 
of  a  family  of  ten  children,  seven  sons  and 
three  daughters  and  the  second  in  order  of 
birth,  pursued  a  public  school  education 
in  his  native  tow^n  and  when  sixteen  years 
of  age  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count, since  which  time  he  has  depended 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources.  He  was 
employed  as  a  section  hand  by  the  Chi- 


cago, Burlington  &  Ouincy  Railroad 
Company  until  1889,  when,  on  the  28th  of 
X^ovember,  of  that  year,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Ellen  Hennessee,  who  was  born  in 
Baltimore  township,  September  17,  1871, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Frezina  (Pry- 
or)  Hennessee.  Following  their  mar- 
riage they  lived  in  X^ew  London  for  a 
time,  ]\Ir.  Sullivan  being  employed  in  a 
sawmill  between  that  place  and  \\'est  Bur- 
lington. Ambitious  to  engage  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  three  years  later 
he  invested  the  capital  which  he  had  saved 
from  his  earnings  in  eighty-seven  acres 
of  land  on  section  8,  Baltimore  township, 
fifty  acres  of  which  were  covered  with 
brush  and  timber  and  there  were  no  build- 
ings or  fences  on  the  tract.  He  erected  a 
frame  house  of  five  rooms  and  built  a  barn 
forty  by  forty-eight  feet,  affording  ample 
accommodation  for  horses  and  cattle  with 
large  lofts  above  for  the  shelter  of  hay. 
He  has  enclosed  his  place  with  wire  fenc- 
ing and  has  cleared  the  entire  farm  with 
the  exception  of  about  ten  acres.  He  has 
also  added  to  the  original  tract  until  he 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  five  acres, 
considerable  of  which  is  in  pasture.  He 
does  general  farming  and  raises  and  feeds 
stock,  making  a  specialty  of  cattle.  His 
business  interests  are  carefully  conducted 
and  he  has  prospered  since  he  began  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account,  being  now  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  have  been 
born  four  children  :  LeRoy,  born  June  9. 
1890;  Rosa  Belle,  born  March  3,  1896; 
John  Thomas,  born  June  7,  1898;  and 
Bessie  Marward,  born  October  19.  1901. 
Mr.  Sullivan  was  reared  in  the  Catholic 
faith.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to 
the  Democratic  party,  supporting  its  men 
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and  measures  by  his  ballot  but  he  has 
never  sought  office,  his  time  being  fully 
occupied  by  his  business  cares  and  though 
there  have  been  no  exciting  chapters  in  his 
life  record  it  has  shown  forth  a  fidelity  to 
duty  and  a  courage  and  determination  in 
the  face  of  obstacles  and  difficulties  that 
have  led  to  most  desired  results  and  made 
his  record  in  man}'  respects  worthy  of 
emulation. 


DR.  ANDRE\\'  ^^^  McCLURE. 

Dr.  Andrew  W.  ]\IcClure.  promi- 
nent in  both  professional  and  manufactur- 
ing circles  and  known  as  one  of  the  most 
■distinguished  physicians  of  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Lebanon,  ^^'arren  county,  Ohio, 
June  10,  1828.  His  parents,  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Graham)  McClure,  were  natives 
of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsyh'ania,  the 
former  born  in  1795,  and  the  latter  in 
1796,  and  they  were  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
Dr.  McClure  were  from  Scotland  and  the 
maternal  grandparents  from  Ireland. 
They  were  brought  to  the  United  States 
when  children  and  were  reared  in  Penn- 
sylvania. They  came  of  large  families  on 
both  sides  and  their  children  were  num- 
bered among  the  prominent  men  and 
women  of  the  Keystone  state  and  of  Ohio. 
James  K.  ]\IcClure,  of  the  Philadelphia 
Times,  was  one  of  the  descendants  of  this 
family.  Dr.  McClure  was  very  much 
interested  in  the  Scotclvlrish  League  of 
America  on  account  of  his  ancestry. 
Many    of    his    ancestors,    including    his 


grandfather  and  the  mother  were  mem- 
bers of  the  old  Presbyterian  Hanover 
church  in  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
near  Harrisburg,  which  it  is  claimed  was 
one  of  the  first  Presbyterian  churches  in 
that  state.  The  lineage  of  the  McClures 
and  Grahams  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
W^allaces  and  Stuarts  of  Scotland. 

Leaving  Pennsylvania  Dr.  McClure's 
parents  emigrated  to  ^^'arren  county, 
Ohio,  and  were  among  the  first  settlers  in 
that  region.  They  took  up  a  farm  in  the 
midst  of  the  timber,  cleared  their  land  and 
resided  thereon  for  many  years,  ^^'hen 
they  removed  to  Ohio  they  were  poor  in 
this  world's  goods  but  by  industry  and 
thrift  acquired  a  comfortable  competence. 
Andrew  McClure,  the  father  of  Dr. 
]\IcClure.  was  a  patriotic  soldier  of  the 
war  of  1812.  He  gave  his  ptjlitical  sup- 
port of  the  Free  Soil  and  Wdiig  parties 
and  was  a  warm  admirer  of  Henry  Clay 
and  Daniel  \\'ebster.  He  died  in  the  year 
1858,  while  his  wife  passed  away  in  1884. 

Andrew  AA'ilson  McClure,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  and  after  leaving  the  country 
schools  acquired  an  academic  education 
in  the  Lebanon  Academy.  When  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  began  reading  medi- 
cine in  the  office  of  Dr.  Fisher,  of  Leba- 
non, and  at  the  same  time  had  advantage 
of  the  Turtle  Creek  Academy,  a  Quaker 
school  near  Lebanon.  Lender  Dr.  Fisher 
he  obtained  a  good  ground  work  for  a 
thorough  medical  education  which  he 
completed  by  a  course  in  the  Ohio  Medi- 
cal College,  at  Cincinnati,  being  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1853.  ^^  once  he 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Paris,     Illinois,    in   connection   with    Dr. 
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York,  of  that  place.  This  partnership  was 
dissolved  in  1856  and  Dr.  McClure  came 
to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  acquired  a 
well  deserved  reputation  of  a  successful 
physician  and  surgeon.  On  his  removal 
to  this  city  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  Dr.  Bird. 

In  1 86 1  Dr.  McClure  responded  to  his 
country's -call  for  aid  and  entered  the  ser- 
vice as  surgeon  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cav- 
alry. Henry  county's  "crack"  regiment 
because  it  was  commanded,  raised  and 
equipped  by  a  pioneer  resident  of  Henry 
county — Colonel  A.  B.  Porter,  who  was 
exempt  from  service  by  age  but  whose 
patriotism  made  his  years  no  bar.  The 
regiment  was  under  important  instruction 
at  ]\Iount  Pleasant  until  the  early  spring 
of  1862,  when  the  command  was  sent  to 
Springfield.  Missouri.  x\fter  the  battle  of 
Pea.  Ridge  the  Fourth  Iowa  was  attached 
to  the  army  under  General  Curtis  in  Gen- 
eral Carr's  division  and  the  summer  was 
spent  in  marching  and  scouting"  in  the 
southwest,  after  which  they  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Helena,  Arkansas.  On 
the  invasion  of  Vicksburg  they  were  met 
by  Grant's  army  and  took  part  in  the 
siege  and  capture  of  that  city.  Following 
the  capitulation  of  Vicksburg  Dr. 
McClure  resigned  his  commission  on 
account  of  ill  health  and  returned  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  resumed  the 
active  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
after  two  years'  military  service  in  the 
south. 

Dr.  McClure  occupied  an  enviable 
position  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
at  home  and  abroad,  being  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  State  and  Local  Medical  Socie- 
ties.  He  was  president  of  the  State  Medi- 


cal Society  in  1886  and  1887.  The 
address  he  delivered  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing before  that  society  when  president  in 
1887  received  the  warmest  encomiums 
from  the  most  eminent  physicians  present 
and  has  been  widely  copied  in  medical  and 
other  journals.  Dr.  jMcClure  was  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  industrial,  edu- 
cational and  social  life  of  the  city,  where 
he  made  his  home  for  almost  fifty  years. 
He  was  honored  with  various  positions 
of  public  trust,  including  that  of  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  State 
Insane  Hospital  at  Mount  Pleasant  for 
many  years.  He  was  also  school  director 
for  seventeen  years  and  filled  other  posi- 
tions in  which  his  calm  and  honest  judg- 
ment could  serve  his  friends.  \Miile  not 
in  the  ordinary  sense  a  politician  he 
always  took  an  active  interest  in  public 
afi^airs,  being  a  life-long  republican  yet 
never  asking  for  recognition  at  the  hands 
of  his  party  as  an  office  seeker.  He 
believed  that  all  men  should  take  an  active 
interest  in  selecting  the  best  men  for  such 
places  as  the  party  controlled. 

In  the  fall  of  1901  Dr.  ]\IcClure's 
health  failed  and  he  retired  from  active 
labor,  having  required  a  competence  from 
his  profession  and  manufacturing  inter- 
ests. He  spent  his  time  in  private,  pass- 
ing the  winters  in  the  south  but  in  the 
winter  of  1904-5  he  became  ill  and  passed 
away  on  the  20th  of  i\Iay  of  the  latter 
year  at  his  home  in  jNIount  Pleasant — the 
home  that  he  had  founded  and  occupied 
without  change  of  location  since  i860. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  In  the  following  will  be  found 
the  words  of  appreciation  in  which  he  was 
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held  in  his  home  city :  "Dr.  AlcClure  is 
dead.  These  words  probably  brought  and 
will  bring  genuine  and  deep  sorrow  to 
more  hearts  than  if  the  same  fact  were 
stated  of  almost  any  other  resident  of  our 
city  and  county.  During  his  long  medi- 
cal practice  here — more  than  forty  years 
— the  genial  qualities  of  his  heart  and 
soul  endeared  him  to  hundreds  of  patients 
and  friends.  His  presence  in  a  sick  room 
was  a  veritable  blessing,  for  his  cheerful 
and  inspiring  manner  often  did  as  much 
as  the  medicine.  Once  his  friend,  always 
his  friend  is  the  true  history  of  many, 
many  people  who  came  in  contact  with 
him  either  in  a  professional  or  friendly 
way.  Dr.  McClure  lived  to  see  those 
whose  advent  into  this  world  he  assisted 
grow  into  manhood  and  womanhood  and 
possessed  their  love  and  respect  to  an 
unusual  degree.  The  weight  of  years, 
trouble  and  disease  whitened  his  hair, 
dimmed  the  keen  luster  of  his  eye  and 
slowed  the  former  brisk  and  cheery  step, 
but  his  heart  was  young,  his  spirit 
undaunted  even  to  the  last  months  of  his 
life.  He  possessed  on  account  of  this  the 
power  of  winning  the  confidence,  the  com- 
panionship and  the  respect  of  young  peo- 
ple and  deepened  the  love  and  sympathy 
of  his  older  friends. 

In  his  home  life  Dr.  McClure  main- 
tained the  same  quiet,  cheerful  serenity 
that  marked  his  professional  and  public 
life.  He  was  indeed  a  comrade  and 
adviser  to  whom  the  members  of  his 
household  could  always  go,  certain  of 
comfort  and  sympathetic  companionship. 
In  spite  of  his  busy,  busy  life  he  found 
much  time  to  devote  to  the  education  and 
welfare   of   his   children,   continuing  the 


same  loving  care  as  long  as  he  remained 
with  them.  He  was  an  ideal  husband  and 
father  for  he  gave  of  himself  and  strove 
e^-er  to  make  his  home  the  center  of 
spiritual  and  worldly  comfort  for  his  fam- 
ily. 

Winning  friends  and  success  as  he  did 
in  his  practice  it  was  only  a  natural  conse- 
quence that  he  should  also  win  a  most 
enviable  reputation  and  standing  among 
his  brother  practitioners.  His  reputation 
as  a  physician  was  state-wide.  His  coun- 
sel and  sympathy  was  to  the  younger 
members  of  his  profession  most  depend- 
able and  valuable.  He  was  an  inspiration 
to  such  both  by  his  beautiful  life  as  well 
as  through  his  genial  and  sympathetic 
mind.  Students  who  first  entered  upon 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  McClure 
recei\'ed  much  more  instruction  than  the 
text-books  contained.  His  wide  scholar- 
ship and  excellent  judgment  brought 
older  practitioners  to  him  for  counsel  and 
assistance.  The  professional  side  of  Dr. 
^IcClure's  life  was  not  the  only  source 
of  that  really  justifiable  pride  which  the 
people  of  this  city  have  a  right  to 
acknowledge  in  naming  him  as  one  of  our 
most  prominent  citizens.  His  eminence 
as  a  physician  would  alone  have  made 
him  an  important  member  of  any  com- 
munity. His  record  as  a  soldier  and 
patriot  made  his  name  honorable.  His 
standing  among  men  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  county  and  state  was 
unimpeachable.  He  served  his  commu- 
nity faithfully  as  a  schoolman,  as  politi- 
cian in  the  best  sense  of  the  word  and  as 
a  friend  of  every  good  work.  He  served 
his  countr}^  honorably  as  a  surgeon  in  the 
army;  he  served  his  profession  conscien- 
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tiously  and  his  church  with  the  deep  con- 
sistent piety  of  a  true  Christian.     But  if 
Abou  Ben  Adhem's  prayer : 
"I  pray  thee,  then, 
^^'rite  me  as  one  who  loves  his  fehow- 

men" 
could  be  uttered  in  connection  with  the 
name  of  any  in  our  community,  then  Dr. 
McClure's  name  would   surely   "lead  all 
the  rest." 

In  1858  Dr.  McClure  was  married  at 
Homer,  Illinois,  to  Miss  Maria  Conkey,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  lived  but 
a  year  after  her  marriage.  In  the  fall  of 
i860  Dr.  ]\IcClure  wedded  Emily  Porter, 
a  daughter  of  Colonel  Asbury  B.  and 
Martha  ( Brazelton)  Porter,  who  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Henry 
county,  and  also  numbered  among  her 
best  known  citizens. 

Mrs.  McClure  is  a  granddaughter  of 
General  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Caulk) 
Brazelton,  who  came  to  Henry  county 
with  Mrs.  McClure's  parents  in  1835. 
General  Brazelton  w^as  a  commissioned 
officer  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  living  at 
the  time  of  hostilities  in  Illinois,  to  which 
state  he  had  emigrated  with  his  wife  and 
children  from  Guilford  county.  North 
Carolina.  He  was  also  one  of  the  first 
commissioners  selected  in  Henry  county 
when  it  was  a  part  of  the  Wisconsin  terri- 
tory. Mrs.  McClure's  grandparents  on 
both  sides  were  among  the  representative 
families  in  Iowa,  doing  much  for  its 
development  and  permanent  growth. 
"Mother"  Porter,  as  Mrs.  McClure's 
mother  was  called  by  her  neighbors  and 
friends  during  her  later  years,  was  noted 
for  high  intelligence  and  culture.  It  has 
been  said  by  those  who  heard  her  narrate 


the  incidents  and  happenings  of  her  early 
pioneer  life  that  her  romances  and  tales 
would  make  in  print  as  readable  and  inter- 
esting books  as  any  of  our  colonial  stories, 
and  Mrs.  Porter  would  have  been  as  ca- 
pable of  inditing  them  in  her  younger  days. 
The  true  Indian  stories  are  the  treasured 
remembrances  of  her  grandchildren.  The 
families  have  since  1835  been  residents  of 
Henry  county,  the  grandparents  and  par- 
ents all  having  passed  from  their  homes 
here  to  the  home  beyond,  while  their 
remains  rest  in  "God's  acre,"  in  Mount 
Pleasant.  Mrs.  McClure  hands  down  to 
her  daughters  an  unbroken  line  of  ances- 
try from  the  emigration  of  the  Porters 
from  England  and  the  history  of  their 
participation  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Her  father  was  from  the  Kentucky  branch 
of  the  family  who  settled  at  Lexington 
and  he  was  born  in  Bourbon  county  near 
that  city  in  1808.  Her  mother's  birth 
occurred  in  Guilford  county.  North  Caro- 
lina, in  1 81 8.  The  pioneer  spirit  was 
surely  born  in  them  for  the  Porters  and 
Brazeltons  met  as  pioneers  in  Illinois  and 
uniting  by  marriage  they  came  to  Iowa  as 
frontier  settlers.  Here  they  found  peace 
and  plenty  and  happiness  in  the  simple 
sturdy  life  that  the  early  settlers  lived, 
gathering  the  "gold"  they  were  told  of  in 
the  ripening  harvests  of  yellow  wheat  and 
corn. 

Airs.  McClure  has  lived  in  Mount 
Pleasant  all  her  life,  having  been  born  in 
Henry  county  in  1839.  when  it  was  a  part 
of  the  Wisconsin  territory.  She  is  proud 
of  her  title  as  given  to  the  children  of  pio- 
neers at  the  old  settlers'  meeting — that  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  "babies."  She  was  edu- 
cated at  Howe's  Academy  and  the  Iowa 
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\\'esleyan  University,  having  for  her 
teacher  Senator  Harlan,  on  which  ac- 
count he  was  selected  by  her  to  perform 
the  marriage  ceremony  on  the  20th  of 
November,  i860.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McClure 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  but 
Victor,  the  only  son,  died  in  iS/O.  Mary 
JMcClure  Kelly  lives  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 
Martha,  the  youngest,  is  at  home  and  was 
associated  with  her  father  in  his  manufac- 
turing business — the  Western  Wheeled 
Scraper  Company  at  Aurora,  Illinois,  and 
other  manufacturing  interests. 

That  Dr.  McClure  was  loved  and  hon- 
ored by  the  old  friends  and  soldiers,  the 
following  resolutions  which  were  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Army  Corps  to  which  he 
belonged  show : 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  RESPECT. 

"Whereas,  In  the  death  of  the  late  Dr. 
A.  W.  jMcClure  the  state  of  Iowa  has  lost 
one  of  her  most  learned  and  illustrious 
physicians,  Henry  county  one  of  her  most 
honored,  most  respected  and  most  loved 
citizens,  this  community  one  of  its  best 
friends  and  most  conspicuous  members, 
and  we  of  McFarland  Post  one  of  our 
most  patriotic,  chix'arlrous.  generous,  and 
loyal  comrades,  therefore  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  during  his  active  and 
long  career  as  a  physician,  wherein  he  has 
occupied  the  highest  position  in  the  gift 
of  the  State  Medical  Society,  there  has 
been  illustrated  the  noblest  ideals  of  pro- 
fessional honor,  the  most  unswerving 
devotion  to  the  dignity  of  his  profession 
and  a  burning  zeal  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  service  and  help  wdiich  the  true 
physician  owes  to  the  individual,  the  com- 
munity and  the  state. 

"Resolved,     That  his  relation  to  this 


community,  his  example  as  a  Christian 
gentleman,  the  breadth  of  his  mind  and 
the  benevolence  of  his  heart,  the  sim- 
plicity and  purity  of  his  life,  his  especial 
in-terest  in  and  helpfulness  to  the  young, 
his  respect  for  the  aged  and  tenderness  for 
the  unfortunate,  and  above  all  the  abiding 
charity  with  which  he  regarded  his  fel- 
low men  make  his  death,  although  ripe 
in  years  and  full  of  honors,  a  painful  and 
permanent  loss. 

"Resolved,  That  we,  his  comrades  of 
McFarland  Post,  hereby  express  our  deep 
loss  and  personal  bereavement.  In  him 
was  exemplified  the  true  spirit  of  com- 
radeship ;  genial,  generous,  tactful  and 
inspiring,  he  held  his  comrades  in  high 
and  just  esteem  and  inspired  in  them  a 
corresponding  confidence  and  soldierly 
affection.  Few  men  were  actuated  with 
deeper  patriotism  or  a  more  sincere  and 
personal  love  of  country.  He  kept  the 
incense  of  patriotism  ever  burning  upon 
the  altar,  was  zealous  beyond  example  for 
the  good  name  of  his  country,  and  loved 
its  flag  with  a  deep  and  ardent  affection. 
His  public  addresses  and  political  speeches 
were  appeals  to  patriotism  and  he  never 
lost  an  opportunity  to  inspire  in  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  an  abiding  love 
of  country. 

"Resolz'ed,  That  as  a  surgeon  in  the 
army  he  was  comprehensive  and  capable, 
organizing  and  administering  relief  ably 
and  effectively.  Tender  and  affectionate 
to  the  unfortunate  victim  of  war's  desola- 
tion his  hand  w^as  as  ready  to  administer 
relief  to  the  ills  of  the  body  as  was  his 
heart  to  bind  up  the  broken  spirit. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  loss  from 
his    home    to    his    bereaved    widow    and 
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grieving  daughters  is  one  beyond  word 
to  assuage,  we  can  but  commend  them  to 
the  God  of  their  departed  husband  and 
father  and  to  the  consolation  that  his  vir- 
tues in  all  the  relations  of  life  will  long 
keep  his  memory  green. 

"Ed  N.  Kitchen, 
"George  VanBeek, 
"G.  AV.  Laird, 

"C.    M.    SxXYDER, 

"Committee  McFarland 
Post,  No.  20,  G.  A.  R." 


WILLIAM   HENRY   PICKLE. 

William  Henry  Pickle,  owning  a  valu- 
able tract  of  land  of  eighty  acres,  whereon 
he  engages  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  was  born  in  Union  county  Penn- 
sylvania, August  14,  1846.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  Baldus  and  Sophia 
(Van  Horn)  Pickle,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New^  Jersey,  respectively.  Their 
son,  Joseph  Pickle,  was  born  in  the  Key- 
stone state,  and  having  arrived  at  years 
of  maturity  was  married  to  Mary  Jane 
Whitaker,  a  daughter  of  John  Whitaker. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier 
of  the  war  of  1812,  and  in  battle  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  having  two  fingers 
taken  off.  He  was  also  stabbed  in  the 
back  with  a  bayonet  at  Stony  Creek,  and 
was  shot  in  the  side.  Receiving  a  land 
grant  in  recognition  of  his  services,  he 
located  this  in  McDonough  county,  Illi- 
nois, in  1848.  He  never  removed  to  the 
middle  west,  however,  but  continued  to 


make  his  home  in  Pennsylvania  until  his 
death. 

Removing  to  the  west,  Joseph  Pickle 
secured  a  farm,  which  he  improved.  It 
was  nearly  all  prairie,  and  the  tract  com- 
prised one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
he  cultivated  and  developed,  residing 
thereon  until  1864,  when  he  sold  that 
property  and  came  to  Baltimore  township, 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  purchasing  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  land  on 
sections  31  and  32.  This  was  only  par- 
tially improved,  and  he  began  the  task  of 
its  further  development  and  cultivation. 
As  the  years  passed,  he  brought  his  fields 
up  to  a  high  state  of  improvement,  and 
gathered  therefrom  rich  and  abundant 
harvests.  He  continued  a  representative 
agriculturist  of  this  part  of  the  state  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  5th  of 
August,  1888.  His  wife  survived  him 
for  only  a  brief  period,  passing  away  on 
the  17th  of  August  of  the  same  year.  The 
children  of  this  family  are:  Catherine 
M.,  who  resides  with  her  brother  Benja- 
min;  William,  of  this  review;  John  S., 
who  is  living  in  the  state  of  Washington; 
Benjamin  F.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Bal- 
timore township;  and  J.  R.,  also  of  the 
state  of  AA^'ashington. 

AA'illiam  H.  Pickle  was  a  young  lad 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Illinois,  and 
he  acquired  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  that  state  and  of  Henry  county. 
He  continued  under  the  parental  roof  not 
only  during  the  period  of  his  boyhood,  but 
also  lived  with  his  parents  until  they  were 
called  to  their  final  rest,  after  which  he 
and  his  brother  Benjamin  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home 
property.     They  were  associated  in  their 
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business  dealings  until  1902,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Pickle 
has  eighty  acres  of  the  best  portion  of  the 
farm  and  carries  on  the  w^ork  of  tilling 
the  soil  and  of  raising  cattle  and  hogs. 
He  is  a  busy  man,  whose  life  is  one  of 
usefulness  and  activity,  and  in  his  labors 
he  is  meeting  with  very  gratifying  suc- 
cess. 

In  December,  1891,  Mr.  Pickle  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Telitha  Cath- 
erine Renner,  who  was  born  in  Baltimore 
township,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Nancy  (Yates)  Renner.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pickle  now  have  a  son,  William 
Lee,  born  October  24,  1892.  The  father 
is  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  and 
served  as  constable  of  his  township  for 
one  term,  but  otherwise  has  never  sought 
or  desired  office, preferringto  concentrate 
his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs, 
which  are  now  carefully  conducted.  He 
has  lived  in  this  county  from  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  and  possesses  many  ster- 
ling traits  of  character,  which  have  awak- 
ened for  him  hig-h  regard. 


JOHN  N.  WATERS. 

John  N.  \^^aters  is  the  owner  of  sev- 
enty-three acres  of  land  on  section  33. 
Canaan  township,  and  although  he  is  not 
now  actively  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil, 
he  yet  gives  considerable  attention  to  the 
feeding  of  stock,  which  he  carries  on  ex- 
tensively. He  is  one  of  the  native  sons 
of  the  county,  his  birth  having  here  oc- 


curred on  the  loth  of  December,  1854,  his 
parents  being  Samuel  and  Mary  (Ketch- 
um)  Waters,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio 
and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  The  paternal 
grandparents  were  William  and  Nancy 
Waters.  The  father  came  to  Henry  county 
ty  in  1847  ^'^d  purchased  a  farm  in  New 
London  township.  He  had  been  married 
in  Indiana,  and  had  lived  there  for  some 
years  prior  to  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Iowa.  Two  children  had  been  born 
unto  them  in  Indiana,  and  here  the  family 
circle  was  extended  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  making  in  all  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  John  N.  Waters  was 
the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of 
]\Ir.  Waters,  of  this  review,  we  present 
to  our  readers  the  life  record  of  one  who 
is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  agricul- 
tural circles  in  Henry  county.  He  at- 
tended the  district  schools  of  Canaan 
township,  and  when  not  busy  with  his  text- 
books his  attention  was  largely  g"iven  to 
the  work  of  the  home  farm.  He  contin- 
ued under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  when  he  bought  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres,  which 
was  improved  only  with  a  fence  and  an 
old  house.  He  rebuilt  the  house,  making 
it  a  place  of  four  rooms.  He  also  built  a 
prairie  stable,  and  about  ten  years  later 
built  a  good  barn,  twenty-six  by  thirty- 
six  feet.  To  this  he  has  since  added  un- 
til its  present  dimensions  are  thirty-six 
by  forty-eight  feet.  In  1903  he  converted 
it  into  a  cattle  barn  and  erected  a  barn 
for  his  horses,  twenty-four  by  thirty-two 
feet.  He  has  upon  the  place  one  double 
corn  crib  and  has  three  single  cribs.  The 
land  is  well  tiled  and  is  now  very  arable 
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and  productive.  The  place  comprises  sev- 
enty-three acres  on  section  33,  Canaan 
township,  and  since  1900  he  has  rented 
most  of  his  land,  while  he  gives  his  at- 
tention to  the  feeding-  of  cattle  and  hogs, 
feeding  about  three  carloads  of  cattle  and 
one  hundred  head  of  hogs  annually.  He 
finds  this  a  profitable  source  of  industry, 
for  he  is  an  excellent  judge  of  stock,  and 
is,  therefore,  enabled  to  make  judicious 
purchases  and  profitable  sales. 

On  the  5th  of  September.  1877.  Mr. 
^^'aters  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  ]\'Ioon,  who  was  born  in  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  but  was  reared  in  Illinois, 
and  acquired  her  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  state.  Her  parents 
were  Jesse  and  Nancy  (Woody)  Moon. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  ^^^aters  were  married  in 
Henry  county,  where  his  wife  had  resided 
for  two  years  previous.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children.  Fred  T.. 
born  October  3,  1879,  married  Elizabeth 
Pricket,  and  is  now  a  farmer  of  Van  Bu- 
ren  county,  Iowa.  Jennie,  born  October 
6,  1 88 1,  married  Clyde  ^^'ilson,  who  owns 
eighty  acres  adjoining  his  father's  place. 

For  a  half  century  ]\Ir.  ^^'aters  has 
been  a  witness  of  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  Henry  county,  and  has  seen  many 
changes,  which  have  wrought  a  marked 
transformation,  as  the  wild  land  has  been 
reclaimed  and  cultivated,  and  as  all  the 
evidences  of  eastern  civilization  have  been 
introduced  into  the  towns  and  villages 
He  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  an  active  and  valued  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  serving  a^ 
president  of  its  board  of  trustees  since 
1899,  and  doing  all  in  his  power  to  pro- 
mote its  growth  and  extend  its  influence. 


JOHN  THOMAS  CRAIX. 

John  Thomas  Crain.  one  of  Henry 
county's  nati^■e  sons  living  in  Canaan 
township,  was  born  in  Xew  London 
township  on  the  21st  of  June.  1852.  and 
acquired  his  education  as  a  district  school 
student  and  by  one  term's  study  in  the 
high  school  at  New  London.  During 
this  period  he  remained  under  the  paren- 
tal roof.  He  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Hannah  f  Griffith)  Crain.  both  natives  of 
Ohio,  the  latter  born  in  Somerset.  A\'hen 
the  tide  of  emigration  was  steadily  flow- 
ing westward  and  men  and  women  made 
their  way  toward  the  setting  sun  in  order 
to  enjo}-  the  advantages  that  might  be 
secured  in  new  districts,  ^^'illiam  Crain 
and  his  wife  made  their  way  from  the 
Buckeye  state  to  Iowa,  settling  in  New 
London  in  1842.  They  traveled  down 
the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  river  to 
Burlington,  and  after  establishing  his 
home  in  New  London  ^Nlr.  Crain  worked 
at  his  trade  of  cabinet-making,  which  he 
had  learned  in  the  east.  His  first  pur- 
chase of  land  was  a  farm  two  miles  west 
of  the  village,  and  in  the  course  of  years 
he  owned  several  different  farms,  mak- 
ing judicious  investment  of  his  capital 
in  real  estate.  All  he  possessed  was  ac- 
quired through  his  own  efforts  and 
proved  conclusively  that  success  is  not 
a  matter  of  genius,  but  the  outcome  of 
clear  judgment,  experience  and  indefati- 
gable labor.  He  continued  until  his  death 
a  respected  and  honored  resident  of 
Henrv  countv.  remaining  here  for  almost 
six  decades.  He  died  in  the  spring  of 
1900,  at  the  ageof  eighty  years  and  passed 
away  respected  and  honored  by  all  who 
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knew  him.  His  wife  is  still  living  upon 
the  old  homestead  and  she.  too,  has 
reached  the  age  of  four-score  years. 

John  Thomas  Grain  spent  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  under  the  parental  roof,  re- 
maining at  home  until  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  and  thus  gained  practical  knowl- 
edge of  farm  methods,  for  from  an  early 
age  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors  of 
the  field  and  the  improvement  of  the 
farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  se- 
cured employment  in  the  tile  factory  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  worked  for 
one  season.  He  was  afterward  employed 
on  a  dairy  farm  near  the  county  seat 
for  a  year,  and  in  1876  he  left  Iowa  and 
went  to  the  southeastern  part  of  Ne- 
braska, where  he  was  employed  at  farm 
labor  by  the  month.  After  four  months 
he  came  to  Xew  London  and  remained 
at  home  up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage. 

It  was  on  the  15th  of  March,  1877, 
that  Air.  Grain  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Alice  Gary  Houseman,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Susan  (Spearman)  House- 
man, the  former  a  native  of  Gumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of 
Franklin  county,  Kentucky.  The  parents 
came  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day  and  their 
daughter.  Airs.  Grain,  was  reared  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  she  entered  the 
public  schools,  passing  through  succes- 
sive grades  until  she  became  a  high  school 
student,  while  later  she  attended  the  low^a 
Wesle5'an  University.  Unto  Air.  and 
Airs.  Grain  have  been  born  two  daugh- 
ters, Estella  Alay  and  Susan  Hannah. 
The  former,  born  December  22,  1877,  is 
the  wife  of  Glarence  Hockett,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Alarion  township.  Susan  H., 
born  October    16,    1883,   is  the  wife   of 


Glyde  Thompson,  who  follows  farming 
in  Ganaan  township. 

John  T.  Grain,  following  his  marriage, 
located  upon  the  old  home  place,  where 
he  resided  until  the  fall  of  the  same  year, 
when  he  removed  to  Center  township, 
where  he  lived  for  two  years.  He  then 
returned  to  the  dairy  farm,  where  he  had 
previously  been  employed,  working  there 
until  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  when  he 
went  to  southeastern  Nebraska  and  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  a  rented  farm 
for  five  years.  He  next  removed  to  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  state,  wdiere  he 
took  a  homestead  claim,  which  he  proved 
up  and  afterward  rented  the  land.  On 
the  24th  of  December,  1891,  he  removed 
to  Genter  township,  Henr}-  county,  where 
he  lived  for  five  years  with  his  mother- 
in-law.  Subsequently  he  rented  a  farm 
in  Alarion  township  for  three  years,  at 
the  end  of  wdiich  time  he  took  up  his 
abode  -upon  the  Young  farm  in  Ganaan 
township,  where  he  resided  for  a  year. 
In  the  fall  of  1901  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  farm  land  on  section  16,  Ganaan 
township,  which  was  improved.  He  has 
here  built  a  pleasant  residence,  has  re- 
modeled the  barns,  has  built  corn  cribs 
and  has  added  other  modern  accessories. 
He  uses  the  latest  improved  machinery 
in  the  care  of  his  fields,  and  in  all  of  his 
work  is  practical  and  enterprising,  the 
result  of  his  labor  being  seen  in  the  ex- 
cellent crops  which  are  annually  har- 
vested. He  also  raises  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs,  and  the  sale  of  his  stock  adds  ma- 
terially to  his  annual  income. 

In  matters  of  citizenship  Mr.  Grain 
displays  the  progressive  spirit  which 
leads  to  active  co-operation  in  plan  and 
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nuA-ements  for  the  g-eneral  good.  He  is 
a  republican  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows at  Mount  Pleasant,  while  religiously 
he  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  These  associations  in- 
dicate something  of  the  character  of  the 
man,  showing  that  he  is  in  heartv  sym- 
pathy with  the  principles  of  mutual  help- 
fulness and  right  living. 


GEORGE  W.  BIRD. 

George  W.  Bird  owns,  occupies  and  op- 
erates a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres  situated  on  sections  25 
and  36,  Marion  township.  The  place  is 
known  as  the  Spring  Brook  farm,  and  is 
a  valual)le  property,  which  in  its  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  indicates  the  careful 
supervision  and  progressive  methods  of 
the  owner.  His  birth  occurred  in  Marion 
township,  August  25.  1868,  his  parents 
being  James  W.  and  Deborah  Elizabeth 
(White)  Bird.  The  father,  Rev.  James 
Bird,  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania,  February 
14.  1820,  and  was  raised  and  educated  in 
the  same  community.  Upon  leaving  the 
Keystone  state  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
in  1844  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Marion 
township,  Henry  county.  He  cast  in  his 
lot  with  the  pioneer  residents  and  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  growth  and  prog- 
ress of  the  community  as  it  developed  from 
primitive  conditions  and  took  on  all  the 
improvements  of  an  advanced  civiliza- 
tion.    Mr.  Bird  was  a  local  preacher  of 


the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  at 
different  times  held  both  the  Washington 
and  Eureka  circuits,  besides  preaching 
many  times  to  fill  vacancies.  He  was  called 
upon  very  frequently  to  officiate  at  funer- 
als and  has  performed  innumerable  mar- 
riage ceremonies,  many  still  living  in  this 
community  for  whom  he  tied  the  nuptial 
knot.  He  also  preached  in  Ohio  before 
his  removal  to  the  middle  west. 

Flis  study  of  the  political  issues  of  the 
day  led  him  to  give  his  support  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  was  likewise  in- 
terested in  the  public  schools,  being  school 
trustee,  school  director,  and  president  of 
the  board.  On  November  3,  1865.  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Deborah  E.  White, 
born  in  Virginia,  Januaiy  4.  1834.  Her 
parents,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Kibbler) 
Wdiite.  with  their  family,  drove  through 
from  \'irginia  to  Iowa  in  1846,  and  set- 
tled in  Jefferson  township,  when  neigh- 
bors were  few  and  far  between.  In  reli- 
gious belief  Air.  White  was  a  Quaker,  and 
politically  a  whig.  Death  claimed  him  in 
1856.  and  his  widow  in  1875.  Aliss  \\diite 
was  raised  in  Jefferson  township  and  fin- 
ished her  education  in  the  Iowa  W^esleyan 
University,  later  teaching  in  the  countr}^- 
schools  for  fourteen  }-ears.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bird  were  born  six  children,  of 
whom  five  are  yet  living:  Pearl  I.  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Clara  Deal  and  resides  in 
Scott  township,  near  Mount  Union,  Iowa ; 
George  W.,  of  this  review;  Alary  Bessie, 
married  to  L.  W.  Cutlerand  living  at  Shell 
Lake,  Wisconsin;  Frank  A.,  who  married 
Blanche  Augusta  Courtney  an<l  resides  in 
Alount  Pleasant;  and  Jennie  L.,who  makes 
her  home  with  her  mother,  in  Alount 
Pleasant.     Mr.  Bird  was  claimed  bv  death 
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in  May,  1893,  but  his  widow  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years 
is  enjoying  excellent  health  for  a  person 
of  her  age. 

George  W.  Bird  is  indebted  to  the  piib- 
hc  school  system  of  Marion  township  for 
the  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed. 
Through  the  months  of  vacation  he  as- 
sisted in  the  labors  of  the  fields  and  de- 
voted his  attention  to  the  further  improve- 
ment of  the  home  property.  After  leaving 
school  he  continued  with  his  father  until 
the  time  of  his  marriage.  That  important 
event  in  his  life  occurred  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1891,  Miss  Letitia  Heston  be- 
coming his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Ba- 
tavia,  New  York,  October  3,  1863,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (  Canby) 
Heston.  The  father  followed  farming  in 
the  east,  and  after  removing  to  the  west, 
in  1874,  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Marion 
township,  Henry  county,  where  he  carried 
on  general  agricultural  pursuits  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  on  the  24th  of  May, 
1891.  His  widow  still  survives  him  and 
is  now  living  in  Albany,  Oregon,  at  the 
age  of  about  se\'enty-seven  years,  her  Ijirth 
having  occurred  in  1829,  while  ]Mr.  Hes- 
ton was  born  in  1820. 

Mr.  Heston  endorsed  republican  prin- 
ciples, served  as  a  school  officer,  and  for 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  acted  as  school 
treasurer  in  Marion  township.  He  held 
membership  in  the  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  Airs.  Heston  is  still  a  communicant. 
In  their  family  were  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  are  living:  Rachel,  who  re- 
sides with  her  brother  in  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington; Mary,  the  wife  of  Edward  Price, 
of  Albany,  Oregon;  Esther,  who  for  ten 
years  has  been  employed  in  the  pension 


office  at  Des  Moines ;  Letitia,  now  Mrs, 
Bird;  George,  who  married  Lizzie  Leon- 
ard (now  deceased),  residing  in  Seattle; 
and  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Reuben  Golden, 
of  Shell  Lake. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bird  have  three  children, 
and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken 
by  the  hand  of  death.  These  are :  Flor- 
ence, born  October  22,  1892;  Esther,  born 
June  4,  1896;  and  Ralph,  born  April  29, 
1902.  The  family  home  stands  in  a  finely 
improved  tract  of  land  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres,  well  known  in  this  part 
of  the  state  as  the  Spring  Brook  farm.  The 
place  is  attractive  in  its  many  improve- 
ments and  well  kept  appearance,  and  Mr. 
Bird  has  here  carried  in  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  since  1893.  ^"^^  is  also  a 
stock  raiser  buys  and  sells  cattle  and  hogs, 
and  deals  quite  extensively  in  horses,  and 
his  close  application  to  his  business  and 
his  unfaltering  perseverance  constitute  the 
secret  of  his  unvarying  and  unbounded 
success. 

Mr.  Bird  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  and  has  served  as  township  trustee, 
but  is  not  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  office 
seeking,  although  he  keeps  well  informed 
on  the  questions  of  the  day  and  is  loyal 
to  the  principles  in  which  he  believes.  He 
belongs  to  Henry  Lodge,  No.  10,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  also  to  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America  Camp,  No.  625.  Mrs. 
Bird  is  a  memljer  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
They  are  highly  esteemed  people  of  the 
community,  and  Mr.  Bird  is  a  worthy  son 
of  Heniy  county,  being  a  typically  repre- 
sentative citizen,  possessing  the  enterprise 
^^•hich  has  been  the  dominant  factor  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  middle  west. 
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ARTHUR  CHARLES  JAEGER. 

Arthur  Charles  Jaeger,  conducting  an 
upholstering  and  undertaking  establish- 
ment on  Xorth  ^lain  street,  in  ]\Iount 
Pleasant,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
July,  7,  1870,  while  his  parents,  ^vlelcher 
and  Anna  (Dauner)  Jaeger,  were  both  na- 
tives of  Germany,  born  there  in  1834  and 
1835  respectively.  They  were  married  in 
Germany,  December 4, 1857, andsoon  came 
to  America  on  an  old-time  sailing  vessel 
which  was  about  thirty  days  in  making  the 
voyag'e,  during  which  they  encountered 
two  se\'ere  storms,  but  at  length  anchor 
was  dropped  in  the  harbor  of  Xew  York. 
Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Jaeger  did  not  tarry  in  the 
east  but  made  their  way  at  once  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa.  There  the  father  learned  the 
shoemakers  trade,  which  he  followed  until 
about  1875,  ^^d  has  since  been  employed 
in  the  \A>st  Burlington  Railroad  shops. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  ha^•e  been  born 
tweh'c  children,  but  only  two  are  now 
living:  Arthur  Charles;  and  L.  M.  Jae- 
ger. The  latter  married  Miss  Lizzie 
Hahn,  of  ^Nlount  Rose,  Iowa,  and  they  re- 
side in  Burlington,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  business  as  a  cigarmaker.  By  a  pre- 
vious marriage  he  had  two  children.  Hazel 
and  Arnold.  Melcher  Jaeger  votes  inde- 
pendently, and  in  religious  faith  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church,  at  Burlington. 

Arthur  Charles  Jaeger  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and 
entered  business  life  when  fifteen  years  of 
age  as  an  employe  of  ^^^  G.  Hoer,  a  cigar 
box  manufacturer  on  Jefferson  street,  Bur- 
lington, with  whom  he  remained  for  two 
years.     He  then  spent  six  months  in  the 


Embalming  Burial  Case  factory,  after 
which  he  learned  the  uphoL-tering  business, 
remaining  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  of 
Chittenden  &  Eastman  for  four  years.  He 
next  spent  one  year  as  an  employe  in  the 
Burlington  mattress  factory,  after  which 
he  was  again  connected  with  Chittenden  & 
Eastman  until  1894.  In  March,  1895, 
he  came  to  ]\Iount  Pleasant  and  worked 
for  J.  M.  Brunner  «&  Brother,  conducting 
business  under  the  name  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Furniture  Company.  He  occu- 
pied that  position  until  Septemljer,  1903, 
and  in  November,  of  that  year,  he  opened 
an  undertaking  and  upholstering  establish- 
ment of  his  own.  He  had  learned  the  un- 
dertaking business  with  Mr.  Brunner,  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  was  licensed  by  the 
state  board  of  health  at  Des  Aloines,  hav- 
ing tine  undertaking  rooms  at  No.  217 
North  Main  street,  where  he  also  conducts 
an  upholstering  business,  and  is  accorded 
a  liberal  patronage. 

In  September.  1900,  "Sir.  Jaeger  was 
married  to  Miss Allie B.Johnson. of  Blount 
Pleasant,  Iowa.  Her  father  died  about  a 
quarter  of  a  centuiy  ago,  while  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Matilda  (Ketcham)  Johnson,  is  now 
living  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jaeger.  In  the 
Johnson  family  diere  were  two  children : 
Frank,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Ot- 
tumwa,  Iowa,  where  he  is  emplo}'ed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Oil  Company;  and  Allie  B., 
who  was  born  on  a  farm  south  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  is  now  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. Mrs.  Jaeger  was  educated  in  the 
])ublic  scohools  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  by 
her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of 
two  sons:  Marion  Arthur,  born  Septem- 
ber 30.  1901  ;  and  Orville  Melcher,  No- 
\ember  20,   1902. 
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In  his  political  views  ]\[r.  Jaeger  is  a 
stalwart  republican,  but  without  aspiration 
for  office.  He  is  a  member  of  Mount 
Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
is  recognized  as  an  enterprising,  active  and 
energetic  business  man,  reliable  in  his  trade 
transactions,  and  moreover,  he  deserves 
all  the  praise  implied  in  the  term,  a  self- 
made  man,  for  since  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  has  been  dependent  entirely  upon 
his  own  resources,  working  for  advantages 
which  other  boys  had  provided  for  them, 
and  winning  advancement  through  capa- 
bility, integrity  and  unfaltering  diligence. 


CHARLES    SU^IXER   ROGERS. 

Charles  Sumner  Rogers,  editor  of  the 
Alount  Pleasant  Xews,  was  born  in  North 
Windham,  Maine,  April  14,  1868,  a  son 
of  Sumner  and  Martha  C.  (Page)  Rog- 
ers, who  were  also  natives  of  North  Wind- 
ham. The  father  was  a  stationary  engineer 
in  the  Pine  Tree  state,  and  on  leaving 
Maine  he  removed  to  ]\Iaynard,  ]\Iassa- 
chusetts,  when  his  son  Charles  was  three 
years  of  age.  There  he  has  continued  in 
the  same  line  of  business,  still  making  his 
home  in  ]\Iaynard.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  church. 
He  has  always  been  loyal  and  public  spir- 
ited in  citizenship  and  at  the  time  of  the 


CwW  war  he  became  a  member  of  the 
navy  and  by  enlisting  twice  served 
throughout  the  perod  of  hostilities,  being 
engaged  mostly  in  blockade  service  and 
spending  the  entire  time  on  salt  water  in 
protecting  the  coast.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Rog- 
ers were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of 
whom  two  are  living :  Charles  S. ;  and 
A\^arren  O,  who  resides  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Charles  Sumner  Rogers  is  indebted  to 
the  public  schools  of  Maynard,  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  early  educational  privi- 
leges he  enjoyed  and  he  pursued  his  high 
school  studies  in  Concord,  [Massachusetts, 
after  which  he  became  a  student  in  Wes- 
leyan  University,  at  Mount  Pleasant.  He 
was  graduated  in  189 1  and  on  the  morning 
following  the  commencement  exercises  he 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  an  em- 
ploye of  the  Burlington  Hawk-Eye  Com- 
pany with  wihch  he  continued  until  he  pur- 
chased the  [Mount  Pleasant  Daily  and 
Weekh'  News,  becoming  owner  on  the  ist 
(^f  January,  1892.  He  first  conducted  the 
luisiness  on  North  Jefferson  street,  but  af- 
terward removed  to  North  ]Man  street  in 
1898  and  has  since  continued  the  publica- 
tion of  the  paper,  which  is  a.  bright  and 
entertaining  journal,  published  in  accord- 
ance with  the  most  modern  ideas  of  news- 
paper art. 

On  the  i8th  of  April,  1894,  Mr.  Rog- 
ers was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian 
Kendig,  a  daughter  of  O.  J.  and  Nannie 
(Henderson)  Kendig,  the  former  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  ]Mr. 
Kendig  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  Knoxville,  Iowa,  where  he  and  his 
wife  have  a  pleasant  home.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Rogers  was  a  minis- 
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ter  of  the  ^Methodist  church.  Her  father 
is  a  repubhcan  in  his  pohtical  views  but 
without  aspiration  for  office.  A  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  he  was  with  the  Union 
army  throughout  the  period  of  hostihties, 
enlisting  at  Oskaloosa  in  the  Thirty-third 
Iowa  Infantry.  Airs.  Rogers  is  an  only 
child  and  was  born  June  14,  1870.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother 
of  two  sons :  A\^arren,  who  was  born 
January  2y,  1895;  and  Elbert,  born  Oc- 
tober 14,  1896.  Both  are  students  in  the 
public  schools  of  ]\Iount  Pleasant.  The 
family  home  is  on  South  XWilnut  street, 
where  INIr.  Rogers  recently  erected  a  resi- 
dence. Both  Air.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  hold 
membership  in  the  First  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  in  which  he  is  one  of  the  stew- 
ards. He  is  also  trustee  of  the  Iowa  Wes- 
leyan  University,  having  served  for  six 
yeai:s,  now^  serving  on  his  second  tenn,  and 
is  also  acting  as  trustee  of  the  public  li- 
brary. Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Politically  he  is  a  republican  and  is  serving 
as  government  oil  inspector,  having  filled 
the  office  since  the  ist  of  July.  1902.  A 
young  man  of  good  business  ability  and 
enterprise,  he  is  ever  watchful  of  oppor- 
tunities pointing  to  success  in  his  news- 
paper career,  and  is  equally  alert  to  the 
possibilities  for  advancement  in  the  city 
and  is  recognized  as  the  champion  of  many 
progressive  movements  which  have  been 
of  material  benefit  to  jMount  Pleasant.  He 
is  justly  accounted  one  of  the  progressive 
citizens,  upright  and  fair  in  his  dealings, 
and  a  pleasant,  cordial  nature  has  won  for 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  a  large  circle 
of  warm  friends  in  Mount  Pleasant  and 
vicinity. 


RICHARD  W.  HOBBIE. 

One  of  the  prominent  German-Ameri- 
can citizens  of  Canaan  township.  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  is  Richard  W.  Hobbie.  He 
is  of  German  parentage  and  birth,  and 
has  for  many  years  followed  successfully 
the  occupation  of  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. Having  at  first  learned  by  actual 
experience  the  methods  of  conducting  the 
work  of  a  farm,  he  has  made  a  decided 
success  of 'his  life  work. 

Richard  AA'.  Hobbie  was  born  in  Olden- 
burg. Germany.  September  14.  1857.  and 
during  the  years  of  his  childhood  and 
early  youth  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  country.  In  1870.  when  Rich- 
ard was  thirteen  years  of  age,  his  parents 
had  come  to  America,  and  when  they 
moved  to  Burlington  Richard  attended 
the  Burlington  Lutheran  school  there  for 
two  years,  then  the  parents  moving  to 
Canaan  township,  the  son  entered  the  pub- 
lic school  there  for  two  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  went  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant and  became  a  student  in  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  I'niversity.  Later  he  finished 
his  education  by  a  course  in  the  business 
college  at  Burlington. 

He  lived  with  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  when 
he  left  the  parental  roof  to  establish  a 
home  of  his  own.  having,  on  March  28. 
1879.  wedded  Frederica  Coleman,  who 
was  of  his  own  nationality,  being  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Henrietta  (Harms) 
Coleman,  both  born  in  Hanover.  Ger- 
many. They  came  to  Clinton.  Iowa,  in 
1 87 1,  where  the  daughter  received  the 
most  of  her  education. 

Soon   after  his  marriage   Air.    Hobbie 
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rented  eighty  acres  of  land  of  Caleb 
Dailey,  where  he  Hved  for  one  year,  and 
then  moved  to  his  father's  farm,  where 
he  remained  another  year.  He  then  un- 
dertook a  new  enterprise,  starting  a  tile 
factoiy  in  Des  Moines  county,  near  New 
London.  After  four  years  in  this  line  of 
work  he  sold  out  his  business  and  moved 
to  Cambridge.  Xebraska.  and  again  en- 
tered upon  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser.  He  took  up  a  homestead  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  added  to  it 
by  subsequent  purchases  until  he  acquired 
in  all  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He 
expended  about  four  thousand  dollars  in 
improvements,  and  placed  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  under  cultivation,  raising 
mainly  wheat  and  corn.  His  stock-rais- 
ing was  confined  mostly  to  the  breeding 
of  cattle,  and  he  had  a  herd  of  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  head  a  year.  He  lived 
on  his  Nebraska  farm  for  seventeen  years, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1902.  feeling  that  he 
was  needed  by  his  father,  he  leased  this 
property  and  returned  to  his  old  home 
near  New  London.  He  has  since  been 
employed  in  cultivating  this  place  and 
caring  for  his  father,  who  has  become 
totally  blind. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobble's  eldest  son.  \\\\- 
liam.  was  born  April  5,  1880,  educated 
in  the  public  schools  and  high  school  of 
Cambridge.  Nebraska,  and  commercial 
college  of  Lincoln  of  the  same  state.  He 
was  employed  as  assistant  cashier  in  the 
Mount  L'nion  State  bank  for  two  years 
and  bookkeeper  for  J.  E.  Peterson  in  his 
general  store  in  New  London,  then  trav- 
eled six  months,  selling  whips  and  leather. 
In  1904  he,  in  company  with  H.  R.  Wil- 
liams,   bought    the    elevator    at    Mount 


L^nion.  and  he  is  still  engaged  in  the  buy- 
ing and  selling  of  wheat.  The  other  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobbie  are:  Paul- 
ine, born  December  26,  1883,  Emma  and 
Otto. 

]\Ir.  Hobbie  is  a  member  and  supporter 
of  the  German  Evangelical  church.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  democrat,  and 
has  filled  with  credit  several  municipal 
offices.  For  two  years  he  was  justice  of 
the  peace.  He  has  fraternal  relations 
with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men. 

Richard  W.  Hobbie  is  a  man  worthy 
of  the  admiration  and  respect  of  all  young 
men  who  would  succeed  in  life.  He  early 
learned  that  he  was  adapted  both  by  train- 
ing and  by  temperament  to  a  life  devoted 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  kept  this 
in  view,  and  has,  by  applying  himself  to 
his  chosen  work,  made  a  success  of  his 
life.  He  has  acquired  the  means  of  as- 
suring himself  and  his  family  a  comfort- 
able and  a  happy  future. 


CHARLIE  SCALES. 

Charlie  Scales,  who  is  now  conducting 
the  old  Scales  homestead  farm  in  Canaan 
township,  Henry  county,  has  traveled 
quite  extensively,  visiting  many  parts  of 
this  country,  and  has  gained  thereby  the 
knowledge  and  culture  which  only  travel 
can  bring.  There  is  nothing  which  so 
broadens  the  mind  of  a  man  as  to  learn 
of  other  people  than  those  among  whom 
he    has    been    reared,    and    the    different 
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views  of  life  which  are  held  by  others 
owing  to  conditions  and  environments 
totally  different  from  those  in  which  he 
has  been  reared.  ^Ir.  Scales  was  born 
in  Henry  county,  April  3,  1864,  a  son  of 
John  and  [Margaret  (]\IcLean)  Scales, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
in  which  country  they  spent  their  child- 
hood and  vouth  and  were  married.  On 
crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world 
thev  made  their  way  to  Ohio,  where  they 
resided  for  some  years  and  then  came 
to  Alount  Pleasant,  Henry  county.  The 
father  here  rented  a  farm,  upon  which 
he  lived  for  about  five  years,  after  which 
he  leased  a  farm  in  Scott  township  for 
eisfht  vears.  In  the  meantime  he  care- 
fully  saved  his  earnings  and  by  his  fru- 
gality and  industry  acquired  capital  suffi- 
cient to  enable  him  to  purchase  land.  He 
then  invested  in  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  in  the  southeastern  part  of  section 
2,  Canaan  township,  which  at  that  time 
was  unimproved.  A\'ith  characteristic 
energy  he  took  up  the  task  of  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  fields  and  he  has 
drained  the  place  by  tiling.  He  has 
erected  good  buildings  and  now  has  one 
of  the  finest  farms  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  His  life  has  been  one  of  unremit- 
ting energy  and  thrift,  but  he  is  now  liv- 
ing a  retired  life.  His  wife  died  May 
7,  1877,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years, 
four  months  and  twenty  days,  and  for 
some  time  thereafter  he  continued  to  man- 
age and  cultivate  the  farm,  but  in  more 
recent  years  has  lived  in  Mount  Union  in 
the  enjoyment  of  a  well  earned  rest.  In 
his  family  w^ere  eight  children  :  William, 
who  is  now^  living  in  Utah ;  Mary,  the 
wife    of    W.    R.    Buchanan,    of    Mount 


Union;  James,  of  Idaho;  Lizzie,  the  wife 
of  Frank  Gawthrop;  John,  a  resident  of 
Los  Angeles ;  Charlie,  of  this  review ; 
Fannie,  the  wife  of  Ow'en  Wynne,  living 
in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  Ella,  the  wife 
of  Charles  Jones,  of  A\'ashing"ton,  Iowa. 

Charlie  Scales  at  the  usual  age  began 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Henry  county,  and  through  the  periods 
of  vacation  he  assisted  in  farm  labor 
upon  the  old  homestead.  He  remained 
on  that  farm  for  about  three  years  after 
his  mother's  death  and  then  after  several 
months  of  travel  he  returned  home  and 
again  gave  his  time  and  energies  to  farm 
labor  for  two  years,  when  he  again  spent 
several  years  traveling  in  the  western 
states.  On  again  coming  to  Iowa  he  set- 
tled in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  state, 
being  employed  at  farm  labor  there  for 
three  months.  Coming  to  the  home 
place,  he  continued  until  the  following 
April,  when  he  again  spent  some  time  in 
travel  and  then  again  located  upon  the 
old  homestead  farm  near  ]\Iount  Union, 
where  he  has  since  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  general  agricultural  pursuits. 
In  addition  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  he 
raises  cattle  and  hogs  and  has  a  good 
grade  of  farm  animals  upon  his  place. 
In  all  of  his  work  he  is  practical  and 
systematic  and  his  labors  have  resulted 
successfully  in  the  improvement  of  his 
farm  and  in  the  acquirement  of  a  com- 
fortable competence. 

On  the  30th  of  September.  1903.  Mr. 
Scales  was  married  to  Miss  Alta  Cornic, 
who  was  born  in  Des  Moines  county  and 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  there. 
Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Charles 
and  Margaret  (Lay ton)  Cornic.  the  for- 
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mer  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of 
Illinois.  Thomas  Cornic,  father  of  Mrs. 
Scales,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
and  wedded  Miss  ]\Iary  Gabeline,  who 
was  also  born  in  that  city  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Emily  (  \\'alker ) 
Gabeline.  the  ftjrmer  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  the  latter  of  Burlington,  Iowa. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Cornic  were 
born  five  sons  and  five  daughters :  Elmer, 
living  in  Scott  township,  Henry  county ; 
Estella,  the  wife  of  John  Crawford  ;  Alta  ; 
Jay,  who  also  resides  in  Scott  township : 
Mamie,  the  wife  of  George  Burg,  of 
Henry  county ;  Walter,  Pearl  and  Ray, 
all  with  their  parents  in  this  county,  and 
Grace  and  Hattie,  twins,  at  home. 

]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scales  are  well  kn(,)wn 
in  this  part  of  the  state  and  have  a  large 
circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Scales  votes  Avith 
the  Republican  party.  l)ut  has  manifested 
no  aspiration  for  the  honors  nor  emolu- 
ments of  office,  preferring  to  give  his  un- 
divided attention  to  his  lousiness  affairs 
in  which  he  has  met  with  success. 


JACOB  H.  DEYARMAX. 

Jacob  H.  Deyarman.  who  owns,  occu- 
pies, and  operates  a  well  improved  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  on 
section  i8,  Scott  township,  was  born  in 
Fayette  county.  Pennsylvania.  July  i, 
1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Hugh  and  Belle 
(Kyle)  Deyarman.  both  of  whom  were 
also  natives  of  Fayette  county.  His  pater- 
nal grandparents  were  Hugh  and  Belle 
(Spratt)    Deyarman.    natives   of    county 


Down.  Ireland,  while  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Stewart) 
Kyle,  >whose  birth  occurred  in  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania.  The  father  spent 
his  entire  life  in  the  Ke3'Stone  state,  his 
death  occurring  in  1863.  The  mother 
resided  there  until  1881.  when  she  went 
with  her  daughter  to  Holt  county.  Ne- 
braska, where  she  died  November  20, 
1905. 

Jacob  H.  Deyarman  spent  the  first 
twenty-one  years  of  his  life  in  the  place 
of  his  nativity  and  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  for  the  educational  privi- 
liges  he  enjoyed.  In  1874  he  came  to 
Iowa,  settling  first  at  \Mnfield,  where  he 
worked  at  the  blacksmith's  trade  for  four 
years,  having  mastered  the  lousiness  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  and  rented  a 
farm  in  Scott  township  for  eight  years. 
He  afterward  purchased  forty  acres  on 
section  18  and  lived  there  for  a  year,  when 
he  rented  the  place  and  went  to  Califor- 
nia, spending  the  winter  there.  In  the 
spring  he  returned  and  again  took  up  his 
abode  on  his  farm  but  afterward  rented 
his  farm  and  leased  another  farm  on 
which  he  resided  for  two  years.  He  then 
sold  his  farm  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  acres  on  the  southwest  quar- 
ter of  section  18.  Scott  township,  upon 
which  he  took  up  his  abode.  It  was 
improved  to  some  extent  but  he  has  since 
built  a  buggy  shed  and  com  crib  and  has 
laid  twenty  thousand  tile  upon  the  place. 
He  has  added  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres  to  the  original  purchase,  so 
that  he  now  has  a  valuable  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which  is 
equipped   with   modern     accessories    and 
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improvements    and    is    a    very    desirable 
farm  property. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1877,  Mr. 
Deyarman  was  married  to  Miss  Allie 
Huntsbury,  who  was  born  in  Piqua 
county,  Ohio,  and  there  attended  the  com- 
mon schools.  Her  parents  were  Jacob 
and  Catherine  (Bowman)  Huntsbury, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Virginia, 
whence  they  came  to  Henry  county  in 
1 87 1.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deyarman  have 
seven  children :  Callie  Belle.  Elvira, 
Charles  William,  Grover  Cleveland,  Leroy 
Lester,  Alta  and  Myra.  In  politics  Mr. 
Deyarman  is  independent.  The  cause  of 
education,  however,  finds  in  him  a  warm 
friend  and  he  served  as  school  director 
for  several  terms.  He  and  his  family  are 
held  in  hig-h  regard  in  the  community 
where  they  reside  and  his  example  in  busi- 
ness life  is  worthy  of  emulation  for  his 
record  proves  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  earnest  purpose,  indefatigable  energ}- 
and  unremitting  diligence.  He  has 
depended  entirely  upon  his  own  efforts 
for  a  livelihood  and  is  now  enabled  to 
provide  for  his  family  all  of  the  comforts 
and  manv  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 


ALBERT  JOHNSON. 

The  Swedish  element  is  an  important 
one  in  our  American  citizenship.  The 
sons  of  Sweden  have  come  to  the  new 
world  and  have  readily  adapted  them- 
selves to  altered  conditions  and  surround- 
ings, manifesting  at  the  same  time  the 
unfaltering    industry    and    perseverance 


which  have  ever  been  characteristic  of  the 
race.  Thus  they  have  become  prosperous 
citizens  of  the  various  communities  in 
which  they  have  resided  and  at  the  same 
time  they  are  most  loyal  to  their  adopted 
country. 

To  this  class  of  men  Albert  Johnson 
belongs.  He  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the 
25th  of  March.  1843,  ^"^1  is  a  son  of  Elof 
Johnson,  who  died  in  Sweden  when 
Albert  Johnson  was  but  an  infant.  The 
mother  afterward  came  with  her  familv  to 
the  new  world,  making  her  way  to  Jeffer- 
son county,  Iowa,  and  there  the  subject 
of  this  review  was  reared  and  educated, 
pursuing  his  studies  in  the  public  schools. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  30th 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  to  the  close  of 
the  war  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  He  took  part  in  sev- 
eral of  the  important  battles  of  the  war. 
He  continued  to  reside  in  Jeft'erson  county 
until  about  1873.  when  he  removed  to 
Henry  county  and  here  purchased  sixty- 
five  acres  of  land.  The  farm  had  been 
enclosed  on  two  sides  by  a  fence  and 
there  was  an  old  house  upon  the  place, 
but  this  constituted  all  of  the  improve- 
ments. ]\Ir.  Johnson  tore  down  the  house 
and  purchased  a  little  house  which  he 
removed  to  his  place,  living  for  some 
years  in  that  home.  In  the  meantime  his 
labors  had  brought  to  him  increased  cap- 
ital and  he  afterward  built  a  new  house  of 
five  rooms.  He  has  also  added  many 
other  modern  improvements,  building  a 
horse  and  hay  barn  and  a  shed  for  cattle 
forty  by  forty  feet.  He  also  has  a  good 
granary,  chicken  house  and  other  build- 
ings on  his  place  and  his  land  has  been 
brought  to  a  productive  condition  by  til- 
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ing.  The  fields  are  now  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  he  annually  har- 
vests good  crops  as  the  result  of  the  care 
and  labor  which  he  bestows  upon  his 
jDlace. 

April  i8th,  1874,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  Jacob- 
son,  who  was  born  in  Sweden  and  came 
to  the  United  States  about  1865.  This 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  one  son, 
Henry  Lyman,  who  was  born  in  1877  and 
lives  at  home.  He  was  carefully  trained 
to  farm  work  and  now  tills  the  fields, 
thus  relieving  his  father  of  much  labor, 
so  that  Mr.  Johnson  has  done  little  active 
farm  work  in  several  years.  In  his  polit- 
ical views  he  is  a  stalwart  republican.  Ijut 
without  aspiration  for  office.  His  reli- 
gious faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership 
in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church.  Hav- 
ing been  brought  to  Iowa  in  early  boy- 
hood days  by  his  mother,  he  has  since 
spent  his  years  in  Jefferson  and  Henry 
counties  and  has  been  a  witness  of  the 
growth  and  progress  of  this  section  of  the 
state  for  about  a  half  century.  Great 
changes  have  occurred  during  this  time 
and  he  has  contributed  to  the  general 
agricultural  development,  his  labors  being 
the  source  of  a  gratifying  measure  of  suc- 
cess which  he  is  today  enjoying. 


THOMAS  HEXESSEE. 

Thomas  Henessee  operates  a  fine  fann 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  in 
Baltimore  township,   the  land  being  well 


improved,  and  in  addition  to  its  cultiva- 
tion he  raises  cattle  and  hogs.  His  life 
has  been  one  of  continuous  and  well  di- 
rected activity,  and  he  is  classed  with  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  his  community. 
He  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York, 
December  2;^,  1852,  and  is  a  grandson  of 
Patrick  and  Catherine  (Burk)  Henessee, 
natives  of  Ireland.  His  father,  Patrick 
Henessee,  Jr.,  was  born  in  County  Kerry, 
Ireland,  and  in  185 1  became  a  resident  of 
the  state  of  New  York.  In  the  same  year 
Ellen  Roach  arrived  in  this  country  and 
they  were  married  in  Rochester  a  few 
months  later.  She  was  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Edmond  and  Catherine  (Collins)  Roach. 
Patrick  Henessee,  Jr.,  engaged  in  business 
as  a  laborer  on  different  railroads  in  New 
York  prior  to  his  removal  to  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  for  a  short  time,  coming  thence 
to  Heniy  county,  Iowa,  in  1858.  He  set- 
tled in  i\Iount  Pleasant,  where  he  still 
worked  on  the  railroad,  living  there  for 
a  year.  He  then  removed  to  New  Lon- 
don, where  he  resided  until  1867,  renting 
a  farm  in  New  London  township  for  a 
year.  He  next  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  on  section  34  of  the  same  township, 
all  of  which  Avas  co\'ered  with  timber  and 
in  the  midst  of  the  forest  he  built  a  log 
house  of  two  rooms  and  began  to  clear 
the  tract,  cutting  away  the  trees  and  plac- 
ing the  land  under  cultivation.  There  he 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
April  12,  1893,  when  he  was  sixty-seven 
years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
1827.  His  widow,  who  was  bom  in  1834, 
still  survives  and  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  children.  In  their  family  were 
three  sons  and  four  daughters. 
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Thomas  Henessee,  the  eldest  of  the  fam- 
ily, Avas  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Ohio  and  New  London  tOAvnship,  Henry 
county,  Iowa.  His  educational  privileges, 
however,  were  very  meager  and  his  knowl- 
edge has  been  largely  acquired  through 
reading  and  investigation  since  his  mar- 
riage. W^hen  fifteen  years  of  age  he  be- 
came an  active  helper  of  his  father  in  the 
work  of  clearing  the  fami  and  grubbing 
out  tlie  stumps,  and  he  was  thus  employed 
until  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  was  then 
married  on  the  23d  of  October,  1870,  to 
Miss  Farzina  Prier,  who  was  bom  in 
New  London  township,  June  4,  1853.  Her 
father,  Michael  C.  Prier,  was  a  native  of 
Heniy  county,  Indiana,  and  a  son  of  Wes- 
ley and  Hannah  (See)  Prier,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  In  pio- 
neer days  Wesley  Prier  came  to  Iowa  and 
entered  from  the  government  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  unimproved  land  in 
New  London  township,  Henr}^  county. 
With  the  assistance  of  his  sons  he  cleared 
and  cultivated  the  place  and  was  actively 
engaged  in  farm  work  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  In  fact,  he  died  when  working 
in  the  fields,  his  demise  being  occasioned 
by  apoplexy.  Michael  C.  Prier,  having 
arrived  at  years  pf  maturity,  wedded  Miss 
^lary  Ann  Elcock.  a  native  of  London, 
England,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Elcock,  who  were  also  natives 
of  that  countr}^  Mr.  Prier  died  May  5, 
1902.  He  had  for  many  years  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county  and  had  become  a  pros- 
perous farmer,  accumulating  a  large  and 
valuable  tract  of  land. 

Following  his  marriage,  Thomas  Hen- 
essee rented  a  farm  in  New  London  town- 
ship for  a  year  and  then  invested  in  eighty 


acres  of  land  on  section  4,  Baltimore  town- 
ship, which  was  but  partially  improved. 
There  was  a  log  house  and  stable  upon  the 
place  and  he  lived  in  the  fonner  for  two 
years,  when  he  replaced  the  little  cabin 
home  by  a  frame  dwelling.  He  cut  off 
the  timber  and  plowed  and  planted  the 
fields,  and  as  the  years  -passed  kept  adding 
to  his  land  until  he  had  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres,  constituting  a  well  improved  and 
valuable  farm,  which  he  owned  until  he 
disposed  of  it  January  2,  1905.  In  the 
meantime  his  wife's  father  had  died,  and 
as  she  was  his  only  heir  she  came  into  pos- 
session of  his  farm,  comprising  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  acres  of  productive 
land,  of  which  three  hundred  and  thirty-- 
six  acres  is  in  Baltimore  township  and  the 
remainder  in  New  London  township.  In 
the  spring  of  1905  Mr.  Henessee  built 
here  a  hay  bam  fifty-four  by  fifty-six  feet 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  erected 
a  fine  country-  residence,  containing  nine 
rooms.  He  intends  to  improve  the  place 
and  make  it  one  of  the  most  modern  and 
best  developed  farms  in  the  county.  In 
former  years  he  was  employed  one  season 
by  the  Mount  Pleasant  Grader  Company 
and  he  also  worked  for  the  Lomax  Grader 
Company  of  Lomax,  Illinois,  for  several 
seasons.  His  undivided  attention  is  now 
given  to  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. He  raises  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
head  of  cattle  each  year  and  feeds  from 
sixty  to  seventy  head  of  hogs  annually. 
His  business  methods  are  practical  and  his 
keen  sagacity  and  sound  judgment  consti- 
tute a  strong  element  in  the  success  which 
has  attended  his  labors. 

Unto  Mr.  and  '\Iys.  Henessee  have  been 
bom  the  following  named :    IMary  Ellen, 
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who  is  the  wife  of  Aiuh-ew  J.  SulHvan  and 
resides  in  Bahiniore  t(_)\vnship;  Foutcn- 
nella,  the  wife  of  Sheridan  Calhoun,  of 
Des  Moines  county,  Iowa;  Ahce  E.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Margaret, 
who  was  horn  in  1880  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  years ;  Daisy,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Catherina,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Henr}'  Morrow,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa ; 
John  Joseph,  a  resident  farmer  of  Balti- 
more township ;  IMichael  Patrick  and 
Frances  Genevieve,  who  are  both  at  home; 
Edward,  who  died  in  1893.  at  the  age  of 
two  years,  and  Bryan  Leroy,  at  home. 
The  family  are  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Mount  Pleasant  and 
•in  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Henessee 
is  a  stalwart  democrat.  He  served  as 
township  trustee  for  one  term  and  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  two  years,  and 
his  intrest  in  community  affairs  is  that  of 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  whose  labors  in 
behalf  of  general  progress  and  improve- 
ment have  been  eft'ectixeand  far-reachinsf. 


HEXRV  OBERMAN. 

One  of  the  younger  agriculturists  of 
Henry  county  is  Henry  Oljerman.  of  Ca- 
naan township.  He  was  born  in  Des 
Moines  county.  Iowa,  at  Pleasant  Grove, 
on  Alay  26,  1873.  Henry  Oberman  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  t(nvn.  adding  ti)  this 
a  course  in  the  Howe  and  Antrim  Acad- 
emy at  Mount  Pleasant.  Although  he 
was  born  on  .Vmerican  soil,  he  has  been 


blessed  with  a  German  father,  from 
whom  he  inherits  the  industry  and  per- 
severance peculiar  to  the  German  people. 
His  mother  was  a  New  England  woman, 
Mary  Ann  Hale,  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  granddaughter  of  Gardner  Hale,  an 
Englishman  and  a  sailor  along  the  At- 
lantic coast.  Thus  we  can  see  the  son 
might  unite  German  industry  and  perse- 
verance with  Yankee  shrewdness. 

Fred  W.  Oberman,  the  father,  came 
to  Des  Moines  county  in  1847  with  his 
sister  and  made  a  home  in  Pleasant 
Grove,  where  he  still  busies  himself  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  trades  of  cabinet-maker 
and  carpenter.  He  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  on  January 
18.   1893. 

At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  our  subject 
started  to  earn  a  livelihood  and  was  em- 
ployed upon  farms  in  the  vicinity  of 
Danville  and  Yarmouth.  It  was  not  until 
1898  that  Mr.  Oberman  saw  fit  to  make 
a  change,  when  he  then  felt  it  wise  to 
rent  a  farm  and  assume  the  responsibili- 
ties of  its  management.  This  farm  was 
the  Senator  F.  N.  Smith  homestead  and 
was  Mr.  Oberman's  home  for  two  years. 
During  the  following  year  he  remained 
on  the  Henry  Petzingei;  farm,  between 
Henry  and  Des  Moines  counties.  After 
this  year  he  was  able  to  buy  a  fine  farm 
of  seventy-four  acres,  section  4,  southeast 
corner  of  Canaan  township.  This  was 
in  the  spring  of  1902.  There  was  a  small 
house  and  a  few  small  buildings  on  this 
farm.  He  has  put  many  impro^-ements 
on  the  place  and  has  added  greatly  to  its 
value  and  has  the  place  thoroughly  tiled. 

In  1902,  on  February  12,  Mr.  Ober- 
man   was   united   in    marriage   to    Lucy 
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Frances  Hudson.  Miss  Hudson  was  edu- 
cated at  the  district  school  and  at  Howe's 
Academy.  Her  father,  John  Hudson, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  her  mother 
was  Ehzabeth  Dowell,  of  Indiana.  Two 
children  have  blessed  this  union :  Cecil, 
born  March  17,  1903,  and  Herbert,  born 
July  8,  1904.  Cecil  was  taken  from  his 
loving  parents  in  July,  1903. 

Mr.  Oberman  gives  his  political  sup- 
port to  the  republican  party  and  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  ]\Iethodist  Episco- 
pal church.  He  is  a  liberal  and  broad- 
minded  man,  as  he  is  not  content  to  ad- 
here to  his  political  party  and  to  his 
church,  but  also  exhibits  great  interest  in 
the  educational  affairs  of  his  township, 
having  served  as  secretary  of  the  school 
board.  It  is  to  be  desired  that  all  of 
our  rising  young  men  might  promote  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  by  interesting 
themselves  in  the  three  great  lines  of  pub- 
lic welfare — the  church,  the  state,  and  the 
school. 


JOHN  D.  DOHRMANN. 

John  D.  Dohrmann,  whose  progressive 
spirit  is  indicated  by  his  beautiful  home 
and  the  modern  improvements  upon  his 
farm  on  section  12,  Canaan  township, 
is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Iowa,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Des  ^loines 
county  on  the  27th  of  September,  185 1. 
His  father,  John  Dohrmann,  was  born 
in  Germany,  where  his  childhood  and 
youth  were  passed  and  in  that  country 
he   wedded   Marv   Grodv,    also   a   native 


there.  In  the  year  1848  they  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  becoming  resi- 
dents of  Des  Moines  county,  and  in  1849 
removed  from  Burlington  to  Pleasant 
Grove,  where  they  took  up  their  abode 
upon  a  rented  farm,  which  Mr.  Dohr- 
mann continued  to  cultivate  and  improve 
until  1853.  He  then  went  to  Xauvoo, 
Illinois,  where  he  lived  for  twelve  years, 
after  which  he  purchased  a  farm  four 
miles  southeast  of  that  town  in  Hancock 
county,  Illinois.  His  remaining  days 
were  devoted  to  the  further  development 
and  cultivation  of  his  place  and  he  be- 
came one  of  the  best  know'n  agriculturists 
of  his  community.  In  1853  he  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife  and 
he  afterward  married  again.  His  second 
wife  died  in  1898,  while  he  survived  until 
1899.  H^  never  had  occasion  to  regret 
his  determination  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  new  world,  for  here  he  found  good 
business  opportunities,  which  he  im- 
pro\'ed,  his  labors  leading  to  success. 

John  D.  Dohrmann  is  indebted  to  the 
public  school  system  of  Hancock  county, 
Illinois,  for  the  educational  privileges 
which  he  enjoyed  in  his  youth  and  which 
qualified  him  for  the  performance  of  the 
daily  duties  of  a  business  career.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  until  twenty-one 
vears  of  age  and  then  returned  to  Iowa, 
making  his  way  to  Pleasant  Grove.  After 
a  year  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  farm 
land,  which  he  improved,  keeping  bache- 
lor's hall  upon  his  place  for  a  year.  He 
then  sold  his  property  and  through  the 
succeeding  year  Avas  in  the  emphn-  of 
William  Beck,  his  cousin.  About  that 
time  he  chose  a  companion  and  helpmate 
for  life's  journey,  being  married  on  the 
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6th  of  April.  1874,  to  Miss  Susan  Serena 
Bonar.  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines 
county  and  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Danville.  Iowa.  Following  his  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Dohrmann  rented  a  tract  of 
land  in  Des  Moines  county  for  two  years, 
and  then,  as  the  result  of  the  careful  hus- 
banding of  his  resources,  his  strict  econ- 
omy and  his  unswerving  diligence,  he 
was  enabled,  in  1876,  to  purchase  forty 
acres  of  land.  This  was  located  on  sec- 
tion 13,  Canaan  township,  and  proved 
the  nucleus  of  his  present  extensive  pos- 
sessions, for  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  to  the  property  until  he  now  owns 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land  in  Canaan  township.  When 
he  made  his  first  purchase  the  place  was 
fenced,  but  was  not  otherwise  improved. 
He  built  a  small  house  and  other  neces- 
sary buildings,  and  year  by  year  labored 
earnestly  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fields, 
producing  crops  which,  finding  a  ready 
sale  on  the  market,  brought  to  him  a  good 
financial  return.  Year  by  year  he  added 
to  his  capital  until  he  became  recognized 
as  one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  his 
community,  a  fact  which  was  further 
demonstrated  when  in  1890.  after  his 
home  had  been  destroyed  b}-  fire,  he 
erected  his  present  fine  residence  con- 
taining eleven  rooms.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  modern  homes  of  the  county  and 
would  be  a  credit  to  any  city.  It  is  heated 
by  furnace  and  lighted  by  an  acetylene 
gas  plant.  There  is  a  cellar  under  the 
entire  house  and  this  is  divided  into  three 
.sections  for  convenience  in  use  for  differ- 
ent purposes.  The  home  is  comfortably 
and  tastefully  furnished  and,  moreover, 
it  is  the  abode  of  warm  hearted  and  gen- 


erous hospitality.  In  the  barn  yard  is 
a  large  barn  for  the  horses  and  hay  and 
nearby  is  a  double  corn  crib  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  long.  There  are  also 
other  cribs  and  a  good  cattle  shed.  He 
has  a  deep  well  with  a  supply  tank  and 
there  are  twelve  hydrants  upon  the  place, 
so  that  water  is  conveniently  furnished  to 
many  parts  of  the  farm.  This  same  well 
supplies  the  home  farm  and  an  eighty- 
acre  farm,  which  is  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  his  son  and  upon  which  Mr. 
Dohrmann  built  a  comfortable  residence 
of  six  rooms.  He  has  also  erected  a  large 
hay  barn  and  made  other  improvements 
upon  that  tract,  which  he  recently  sold 
to  his  son  William. 

Unto  Air.  and  Mrs.  Dohrmann  have 
been  born  two  sons  and  a  daughter :  \Y\\- 
liam  D.,  who  was  married  in  June,  1904, 
to  Miss  Cora  De  Lashmutt,  and  is  living 
upon  the  eighty-acre  farm  purchased  of 
his  father,  which  lies  just  across  the  road 
from  the  home  place,  and  Burt  B.  and 
Minnie  May,  at  home.  The  parents  at- 
tend the  Baptist  church,  in  which  they 
hold  membership,  and  Mr.  Dohrmann 
politically  is  a  democrat.  He  has  served 
as  school  director  since  1886,  and  the 
cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm 
friend,  who  does  all  in  his  power  to  ad- 
vance the  standard  of  public  instruction. 
His  is  a  nature  that  could  never  be  con- 
tent with  mediocrity  and  therefore  his 
life  has  been  marked  by  steady  and  con- 
tinuous progress  in  whatever  department 
of  labor  he  has  exerted  his  energies.  He 
is  public  spirited  in  an  eminent  degree 
and.  moreover,  he  possesses  a  genial  na- 
ture and  unfailing  courtesy,  which  have 
made  him  a  favorite  with  manv  friends. 
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IRA  ELMER  LEEDHAM.- 

Ira  Elmer  Leedham,  whose  farm  on 
section  3,  Baltimore  township,  comprises 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine  and  a  half 
acres  of  good  land,  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising young  farmers  of  the  county.  He 
was  born  in  Xew  London  township,  Oc- 
tober 20,  1877,  and  pursued  his  education 
in  the  Oak  Grove  district  school,  while 
spending  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  home  of  his  parents,  Edmond 
and  ^Marietta  (Raines)  Leedham.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  England.  They 
were  married  in  this  country  and  lived 
upon  a  farm  in  New  London  township, 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  for  a  number  of 
vears,  their  place  comprising  between 
three  and  four  hundred  acres.  It  was 
upon  that  farm  that  Air.  Leedham  passed 
away  in  1888.  His  widow  has  since  mar- 
ried Edward  Anderson  and  still  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead.  By  her  first 
marriage  she  had  three  sons  and  a 
daughter :  Charles,  who  also  resides  upon 
the  home  farm ;  Gertrude,  the  wife  of 
Loren  Willey,  of  New  London;  Ira  E., 
"and  Roy,  deceased.  There  is  also  a  half- 
brother  and  a  half-sister,  Carl  and  Grace 
Anderson,  who  are  with  their  mother. 

Eollowing  his  father's  death,  Ira  E. 
Leedham  remained  with  his  mother  until 
the  15th  of  December,  1898,  which  was 
his  wedding  day,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Jennie  Warren,  who  was  born 
in  Baltimore  township.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  and  her  par- 
ents were  Henry  and  Mary  Ann  (Car- 
ter) ^^'arren,  natives  of  England.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Leedham  now  have  a  daugh- 
ter and  two  sons :    Mabel,  born  Decem- 


ber 14,  1900;  Elmer,  born  February  10, 
1903,  and  George,  April  17,  1905. 

Following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Leedham 
lived  on  the  old  homestead,  a  part  of 
which  he  inherited  from  his  father.  He 
now  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  section  4.  He  lived 
upon  this  place  for  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred forty-nine  and  a  half  acres  on  sec- 
tion 3,  Baltimore  township,  which  was 
all  improved.  His  attention  is  given  to 
the  production  of  the  cereals  best  adapted 
to  the  soil  and  climate,  and  in  addition 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  he  raises 
horses,  shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland 
China  hogs.  There  is  not  more  than 
twenty-five  acres  of  timber  on  his  first 
place  of  eighty  acres,  while  the  home 
farm  is  all  cleared  and  under  cultivation. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the 
democracy,  but  he  does  not  seek  or  de- 
sire office,  preferring  to  give  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  his  business  interests, 
which  are  capably  and  carefully  con- 
ducted. 


FRED  B.  GHEEN, 


Fred  B.  Gheen,  conducting  a  profitable 
business  as  a  member  of  the  Gheen  Fuel 
Company  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  was  born 
October  28,  1878,  in  Henry  county,  and 
is  an  enterprising  young  business  man 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  His  parents  were  Enos  and 
Amanda  (Mason)  Gheen,  who  are  repre- 
sented on  another  page  of  this  work.  Fred 
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B.  Gheen  acquired  his  education  in  the 
schools  at  Hickory  Grove  and  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  after  putting  aside  his  text- 
books he  remained  upon  his  father's  farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age.  Through  the 
periods  of  vacation  he  had  assisted  in  the 
labors  of  the  fields  and  he  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  farm  work  until  he  joined  his 
father  in  the  planing  mill  business  on 
Xortli  Main  street,  in  Mount  Pleasant.  He 
is  today  active  in  the  management  of  the 
business  of  the  Gheen  Fuel  Company,  con- 
ducting an  extensive  trade  and  dealing  in 
all  kinds  of  fuel.  He  is  watchful  of  busi- 
ness opportunities,  utilizing  the  advan- 
tages that  come  to  him,  conducts  his  ef- 
forts along  lines  of  straightforw'ard  deal- 
ing and  by  well  directed  labor  and  ca- 
pable management  is  meeting  with  a  high 
degree  of  success. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1900,  Mr. 
Gheen  was  married  to  Miss  Grace  Byrum, 
a  daughter  of  George  and  Georgia 
(Wood)  Byrum.  Her  parents  were  born 
in  Center  township,  Henry  county,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  the  father 
followed  farming  in  Nebraska,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1889.  He  gave  his  po- 
litical support  to  the  democracy,  was  a  Ma- 
son in  his  fraternal  relations  and  .  held 
membership  in  the  Methodist  church. 
They  had  four  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living:  Lloyd,  who  resides  in  Mount 
Pleasant;  Grace,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Emma,  who  is  living  with  her  mother  in 
Mount  Pleasant;  and  Frances,  also  with 
her  mother. 

Mr.  Gheen  is  a  member  of  ]\Iount  Pleas- 
ant Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  and  is  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  its  tenets  and  teachings.     His  wife 


is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  democrat,  but  though  he 
always  votes  for  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  party,  he  has  never  sought  nor 
desired  office  for  himself.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gheen  reside  at  No.  608  Jackson  street, 
and  they  are  highly  esteemed  in  the  city 
where  they  reside.  He  is  an  enterprising, 
energetic  young  business  man  with  an 
excellent  record  in  both  social  and  com- 
mercial life  and  has  already  achieved  a 
success  which  looks 'well  for  the  future. 


HON.   FRANK  HATTON. 

One  of  the  most  famous  and  popular 
of  Des  Moines  county's  newspaper  men 
was  Frank  Flatton,  who  later  in  life  was 
postmaster  general  under  President  Ar- 
thur. He  came  of  a  Virginia  family,  his 
grandfather,  Bolen  Hatton,  who  served  in 
the  war  of  181 2,  being  a  native  of  that 
state.  His  father,  Richard  Hatton,  w^as 
born  in  Fairfax  county,  Virginia,  in  1805, 
and  later  moved  to  southeastern  Ohio. 

Frank  Hatton  was  born  in  Cambridge, 
Ohio,  April  28,  1846.  Later  the  family 
removed  to  Cadiz,  Ohio,  where  Richard 
Hatton  published  the  Cadiz  Republican. 
From  his  earliest  days  Frank  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  newspaper  work, 
for  which  he  had  a  marked  aptitude,  and 
a  great  liking.  Under  his  father's  su- 
pervision he  learned  the  printer's  art,  and 
laid  the  practical  foundation  for  his  subse- 
quent    successful    newspaper   career.       It 
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was  his  facetious  disclaimer  that  he  was 
not  a  journaHst,  but  a  newspaper  man,  and 
the  secret  of  his  success  rested  in  part  upon 
that  eminently  practical  distinction.  When 
only  eleven  years  of  age  he  became  fore- 
man of  his  father's  office,  a  position  from 
which,  after  a  time  he  turned  to  take  up 
the  duties  of  local  editor.  It  is  more  than 
presumable  that  he  made  the  local  columns 
spicy  and  up  to  date.  He  had  a  wonderful 
"nose  for  news,"  and  w-as  never  happier 
than  when  achieving  a  "scoop." 

In  1 86 1,  when  about  fifteen  years  of 
age,  he  run  away  from  home  and  enlisted 
as  a  drummer  boy  in  the  Fifteenth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Captain  Bostwick 
telegraphed  Frank's  father  to  know 
whether  he  should  send  him  home  or  swear 
him  in.  The  reply,  prompted  by  pure 
patriotism,  was,  "Swear  him  in."  He 
was  promoted  to  a  lieutenantcy  before  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  On  returning  home 
he  induced  his  father  to  purchase  the 
Mount  Pleasant  (Iowa)  Journal,  and 
joined  him  in  the  publication  of  the  paper 
until  his  father's  death,  in  1869,  when, 
with  his  brother-in-law,  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
McAdam,  he  purchased  the  office.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Mount  Pleasant 
in  1873,  and  served  a  little  more  than  one 
year,  when  he  resigned,  and  in  connection 
with  C.  Y.  Wheeler,  purchased  the  Bur- 
ington  (Iowa)  Hawk-Eye.  Later  he 
bought  out  Wheeler's  interest  and  began 
improving  the  paper  greatly.  He  secured 
the  services  of  "Bob  Burdette"  as  city  edi- 
tor, and  subsequently  made  him  managing 
editor.  Mr.  Burdette  continued  in  that 
position  until  1877,  when  he  began  to  lec- 
ture, still  sending  his  humorous  conrtibu- 
tions,  however. 


In  1879  Mr.  Hatton  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Burlington  by  President 
Hayes,  notwithstanding  he  had  sharply 
criticised  the  president's  southern  policy 
and  his  civil  serv^ice  reform  sympathies. 
Mr.  Hatton  was  an  out-and-out  party 
man,  and  believed  the  victorious  party 
should  control  the  appointments,  and  then 
be  held  responsible  to  the  country.  His 
experience  as  postmaster  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant enabled  him  to  at  once  drop  into  the 
work  of  the  Burlington  postoffice,  and 
give  the  public  good  service.  When  Gar- 
field came  into  the  presidency  he  intended 
to  appoint  Mr.  Hatton  first  assistant  post- 
master general.  President  Arthur  carried 
out  the  arrangement.  ]\Ir.  Hatton  was  in- 
dorsed for  the  place  by  Grant,  Conkling, 
Logan  and  a  large  number  of  leading  re- 
publicans from  various  states,  including 
the  entire-Iowa  delegation  in  congress, 
state  officials,  etc.  He  threw  great  vigor 
into  the  postoffice  department,  and  made 
important -reforms.  He  favored  increased 
mail  facilities  rather  than  reduced  postage. 
He  pursuaded  Postmaster  General  Gres- 
ham  to  institute  the  fast  mail  service  west 
of  Chicago,  and  he  inaugurated  the  spe- 
cial delivery  which  has  become  a  valuable 
feature  of  the  postal  service. 

In  October,  1884,  Judge  Gresham  re- 
tired from  the  office  of  postmaster  general 
and  Mr.  Hatton  was  promoted  to  position. 
He  continued  to  be  postmaster  general  un- 
til the  close  of  President  Arthur's  admin- 
istration,  and  was  proud  of  the  fact  that 
he  was  the  youngest  cabinet  officer  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  government. 

Mr.  Hatton  had  much  to  do  with  the 
National  Republican  while  in  \\^ashington, 
but  at  the  close  of  President  Arthur's  ad- 
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ministration  removed  to  Chicago,  and  be- 
came part  owner,  and  editor-in-chief  of 
the  Chicago  Mail,  which  he  made  a  viva- 
cious evening  issue.  Later  he  became  edi- 
tor-in-chief of  the  New  York  Press. 

In  January,  1869,  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Hon.  Beriah  Wilkins,  an  ex- 
democratic  member  of  congress  from 
Ohio,  and  bought  the  Washington  Post, 
\vliich  was  founded  by  Stilson  Hutchins 
in  1877.  Mr.  \\'ilkins  took  charge  of  the 
business  department  and  Mr.  Hatton  of 
the  echtorial  management,  making  it  aii 
independent  journal,  and  one  of  great  in- 
fluence and  a  financial  success. 

Mr.  Hatton  was  stricken  widi  paralysis, 
while  at  work  at  his  desk,  and  died  April 
30,  1894.  The  Baltimore  American,  com- 
menting at  the  time  upon  his  career,  said : 

"Air.  Hatton  was  an  alert  and  able 
newspaper  man.  He  could  work  veiy 
fast  when  necessary.  Twice  while  he  was 
editor  of  the  Post  he  got  out,  unaided,  ex- 
tra editions  of  his  paper.  Once  was  when 
the  defalcation  of  Silcott,  clerk  to  the  ser- 
geant-of-arms  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, was  discovered.  Silcott  had 
run  away  wdth  a  lot  of  mone}^  belonging 
to  members  of  congress,  and  of  course,  the 
town  was  in  an  uproar  as  soon  as  the  ru- 
mor began  to  travel  around.  j\Ir.  Hatton 
was  one  of  the  first  to  hear  of  it,  and  he 
jumped  into  a  cab  and  gave  the  driver  a 
dollar  extra  to  run  his  horse  all  the  way 
to  the  office  of  the  Post.  On  arriving  there 
he  found  there  wasn't  a  printer,  editor  or 
reporter  in  sight.  He  telephoned  for  the 
pressman,  sent  the  business  office  clerk  out 
after  newsboys,  and  then  threw  off  his 
coat.  He  did  not  stop  to  write  out  the  copy 
but  set  up  in  type  just  what  he  had  heard 


about  the  sensation  of  the  morning.  As 
soon  as  he  had  finished  this  part  of  his 
task,  he  made  up  the  forms,  stereotyped  the 
page  with  the  aid  of  the  janitor,  who  had 
a  little  experience  as  helper  to  the  boss  of 
the  metal  pot,  and  within  an  hour  of  the 
moment  at  which  he  had  heard  of  Silcott's 
flight  had  the  new^sboys  on  the  streets  sell- 
ing papers.  This  w^as  a  remarkable  feat 
for  one  man  to  perform,  but  it  only  shows 
wdiat  an  all  around  printer  can  do." 

On  many  occasions  these  characteristic 
qualities  of  alertness,  quick  decision  and 
prompt  action  were  displayed  in  his  man- 
agement of  the  Burlington  Hazvk-Eye. 
The  paper  soon  acquired  a  foremost  place 
among  Iowa  journals,  and  achie\'ed  a  na- 
tional reputation.  When  General  Grant 
returned  from  his  trip  around  the  world 
he  was  induced  by  Mr.  Hatton  to  spend 
three  days  in  Burlington,  and  was  greeted 
with  a  copy  of  the  Hazvk-Eye  printed  on 
silk  as  a  memento  of  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Hatton's  characteristics  included 
unswerving  loyalty  to  personal  and  politi- 
cal friends,  adherence  to  principles  regard- 
less of  expediency  or  popular  clamor, 
plain-spoken  frankness,  an  untiring  am- 
bition, and  limitless  faith  in  the  success 
of  whatever  he  undertook.  His  personal 
qualities  gave  him  extended  popularity 
and  contributed  to  his  successful  career. 


DENNIS  HUMMELL. 

Dennis  Hummell,  who  on  die  14th  of 
June,  1904,  took  up  his  abode  upon  his 
present  farm  of  ninety-four  acres,  on  sec- 
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tion  17,  Center  township,  was  born  on 
Big  creek,  near  Mount  Pleasant,  on  the 
24th  of  November,  1840,  his  parents  be- 
ing Jacob  and  Mary  (Barton)  Hummeh. 
Both  parents  were  of  German  descent.  The 
father  was  born  June  3,  1814,  and  the 
mother's  birth  occurred  June  18,  18 14. 
Mr.  Hummell  devoted  his  attention  to 
agricukural  pursuits,  and  in  1839  came 
to  the  middle  west,  spending  one  winter 
in  Illinois.  In  1840  he  arrived  in  Henry 
county,  where  he  built  sawmills  for  sev- 
eral years,  being  connected  in  this  enter- 
prise \\\i\\  his  brother-in-law,  Joseph  Bar- 
ton, In  1842  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  one  mile  west  of  Mr.  Hummell's 
present  home,  exchanging  for  the  prop- 
erty a  little  black  horse.  The  land  was  all 
covered  with  timber,  but  he  cleared  and 
cultivated  it  and  made  a  good  home  for 
his  family.  At  the  time  of  the  Me>qcan 
war  he  enlisted  in  the  American  army,  but 
was  not  called  forth  to  active  duty.  In 
politics  he  was  a  democrat  without  aspira- 
tion for  office  and  he  belonged  to  the  Sons 
of  Temperance.  He  died  June  23,  185 1. 
at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hummell  w-ere  born  seven 
sons,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  Dennis 
being  the  eldest.  John  married  Miss  So- 
phia Pepple,  a  resident  of  Republic  county, 
Kansas,  and  in  1862  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry.  Wil- 
liam, who  married  Jennie  Hutton.  and  af- 
ter death  again  married,  is  now  principal 
of  the  South  Boundary  school,  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa,  which  position  he  has  occupied 
for  thirty-five  years.  He  became  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry  in 
186 1,  and  made  a  splendid  record  as  a 
brave  and  gallant  defender  of  the  Union 


throughout  the  Civil  war.  Thomas  inar- 
ried  Elizabeth  Wright.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  of  Iowa 
Volunteers,  which  he  joined  in  1861,  serv- 
ing until  the  close  of  the  w^ar,  but  he  is 
now  deceased.  George  enlisted  in  the 
spring  of  1864  and  was  wounded  at  De- 
catur, Georgia,  July  22,  1864.  His  arm 
was  amputated  three  times,  and  he  died 
at  Chattanooga,  in  September  of  the  same 
year.  Joseph  enlisted  in  the  Forty-fifth 
Iowa  Regiment  for  one  hundred  days' 
service  and  now  lives  in  Nebraska.  Henry 
married  Miss  Nellie  Garrettson  and  lives 
in  Salem,  low^a.  He  was  the  only  one  of 
the  sons  in  this  family  who  did  not 
ser\'e  in  the  Union  army  during  the  great 
Civil  war,  and  he  was  too  young  to  go  to 
the  front.  It  is  certainly  a  splendid  rec- 
ord for  valor  and  for  loyal  citizenship  and 
the  members  of  the  family  have  every  rea- 
son to  be  proud  of  the  record  made  by 
these  brothers.  The  mother  died  January 
17,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Bethel  cemetery  in 
this  county.  She  had  long  survived  her 
husband,  whose  remains  were  interred  in 
the  old  Mount  Pleasant  cemetery. 

Dennis  Hummell  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Henry  county,  and  af- 
terward worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
hand  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Then,  re- 
sponding to  the  country's  call  for  aid,  he 
enlisted  first  in  the  first  call  for  seventy- 
five  thousand  men,  at  Princeton,  Illinois, 
was  then  sent  to  Springfield,  Illinois;  but 
as  no  more  short-time  men  were  accepted, 
he  returned  to  his  home,  and  on  the  call 
for  three  hundred  thousand  three-year 
men,  he  enlisted  in  October,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany  I,   Fourteenth   low^a  Volunteer   In- 
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fanti'v,  being-  in  McClellan's  and  Wal- 
lace's division,  and  participated  in  the  l)at- 
tles  of  Ft.  Donelson  and  Shiloh.  At  the 
latter  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  was  in- 
carcerated for  fifty-two  days.  He  after- 
ward took  part  in  the  engagements  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  Yellow  Bayou,  Marksville 
Plains,  Fort  DuRosseau,  Bank's  Red 
River  expedition,  and  in  the  battles  of 
Corinth,  Tupelo,  Oldtown  Creek  and 
numerous  less  known,  but  hard-fought 
battles,  being  in  seventeen  engagements. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  as  corporal, 
at  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  November,  1864, 
having  for  three  years  faithfully  fought 
in  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes. 

After  returning  from  the  war,  Mr. 
Hummell  settled  on  a  small  farm  near 
Mount  Pleasant,  which  he  purchased 
and  still  owns,  and  not  long  after- 
ward was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Fau- 
cett.  who  was  born  in  Orange  county,  In- 
diana, November  22,  1840,  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  ]\Iary  (Southern)  Faucett,  the 
former  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and 
the  latter  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Faucett  came 
west  in  1848,  settling  in  Mahaska  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  on  govern- 
ment sur\-eying  for  a  number  of  years  and 
also  did  other  public  service  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he  came 
to  Henry  county,  taking  up  his  abode  on 
the  farm  where  .Mr  Hummell  now  resides. 
A  republican  in  politics,  he  w^as  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  party 
and  served  as  county  recorder,  township 
assessor  for  several  terms,  road  supervi- 
sor, school  trustee,  school  director  and 
school  president.  He  was  also  school 
teacher  in  early  life  and  the  cause  of  pub- 
lic education  ever  found  in  him  a  stalwart 


champion.  Though  born  with  l^ut  one 
hand,  he  became  a  thrifty  and  prosperous 
farmer,  and  he  ever  proved  a  capable  and 
loyal  officer  in  the  various  positions  to 
which  he  was  called  by  the  vote  of  his  fel- 
low townsmen.  He  died  May  12,  1905, 
while  his  wife  passed  away  June  23,  1895, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  their 
remains  being  interred  in  Forest  Home 
cemetery.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  were 
people  of  the  highest  respectability.  They 
had  eight  children,  but  Mrs.  Hummell  is 
the  only  one  now  living. 

Mr.  Hummell  came  to  reside  upon  his 
present  farm  of  ninety-five  acres  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Center  township,  on  the  14th  of 
June,  1904,  and  the  same  year  erected  his 
beautiful  residence.  He  also  has  another 
farm  in  Center  and  Tippecanoe  townships, 
comprising  fifty-two  acres  on  section  31, 
forty-tw^o  acres  on  section  30  and  forty- 
five  acres  on  section  32.  He  also  ow^ns  a 
cottage  in  Mount  Pleasant  which  he  rents. 
His  entire  life  has  been  devoted  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  capable  di- 
rection of  his  labors  has  resulted  in  bring- 
ing to  him  a  gratifying  measure  of  pros- 
perity. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hummell  have  been 
born  six  children.  -George  married  Miss 
Jennie  Kelley  and  lives  in  Center  town- 
ship. He  has  one  child  Marietta,  now 
nine  years  of  age.  Martha  F.  is  the  wife 
of  Theodore  Trueblood,  of  Salem  town- 
ship, and  they  have  five  children,  Exie, 
Cora,  Myrtle,  Rex,  and  Dennis.  James 
lives  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm. 
Charles  married  Miss  Effie  Smith,  and 
with  their  two  sons,  George  and  James, 
they  reside  on  a  farm  in  Center  tow^nship. 
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Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Alacey  Hockett,  of 
Center  township,  and  has  six  daughters, 
Bessie,  Celestia,  Ora,  Mary  Jane,  Reba, 
and  Alice.  Isaac  married  Miss  Ella 
Trueblood,  lives  in  Center  township,  and 
has  two  children,  Carl  and  Guv. 

Mr.  Hummell  provided  his  children 
with  good  educational  privileges  and  they 
were  thus  cjualified  for  life's  practical  du- 
ties. The  son  James  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Fiftieth  Iowa  Regiment  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  being  for  seven  months 
with  the  army.  Mr.  Hummell  has  always 
been  an  earnest  republican,  and  has  served 
as  township  assessor  and  road  supervisor 
and  for  several  years  has  been  a  school  di- 
rector. He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Church  of  God.  He  has 
always  lived  in  Henry  county  and  is  prob- 
ably the  oldest  native  resident  who  has 
continuously  resided  here.  His  memory 
goes  back  to  the  time  when  the  Indians 
were  yet  found  in  this  district,  and  where 
there  were  many  wild  animals.  He  has 
seen  Mount  Pleasant  developed  from  a 
village  of  a  few  houses  into  a  prosperous 
city  and  the  county  converted  into  a  rich 
agricultural  district,  and  all  through  the 
passing  years  he  has  maintained  an  excel- 
lent reputation  that  numbers  him  with  the 
representative  and  honored  pioneers. 


JUDGE  WINFIELD   S.   WITHROW. 

Winfield  S.  Withrow,  since  1896  judge 
of  the  twentieth  judiciary  district  includ- 
ing the  counties  of  Des  Moines,   Henry 


and  Louisa,  was  born  in  Salem,  Iowa, 
September  28,  1855.  His  parents  were 
Adoniram  Judson  and  Libertatia  A.  (Arn- 
old) Withrow.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Greenbrier  county,  West  Virginia,  born 
in  1825,  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  Indiana,  where  he  remained 
until  1853,  when  he  came  to  Henry  county, 
Iowa.  He  established  a  business  enter- 
prise at  Salem  and  was  actively  connected 
with  interests  there  until  after  the  inaugu- 
ration of  hostilities  between  the  north  and 
the  south,  when  he  became  first  lieutenant 
of  Company  C,  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  The  regiment  was 
formed  of  companies  raised  in  Henry,  Des 
Moines,  Louisa  and  Washington  coun- 
ties, and  Mr.  Withrow  went  to  the  front 
to  do  battle  in  defense  of  the  Union  but 
resigned  in  1864  '^'^ith  an  incural)le  disease 
which  caused  his  death  in  1867.  His 
study  of  the  political  issues  and  condi- 
tions of  the  country  led  him  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  new  republican  party 
prior  to  the  Civil  war,  and  in  i860  he  was 
elected  upon  this  ticket  to  the  state  legis- 
lature. He  had  been  prominent  and  in- 
fluential in  public  affairs  in  Salem  during 
the  period  of  his  residence  there  and  his 
efforts  were  so  effective  and  beneficial  that 
his  death  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and 
widespread  regret.  He  had  married  Miss 
Libertatia  Arnold,  a  daughter  of  James 
H.  Arnold,  of  Salem,  who  had  come  to  tliis 
state  from  Ohio.  She  died  in  1896,  leav- 
ing a  son  and  two  daughters.  A  worthy 
Christian  woman,  she  held  membership  in 
the  Congregational  church,  while  A.  J. 
Withrow  had  been  reared  in  the  Baptist 
faith. 

Following  the  acquirement  of  his  pre- 
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liniinary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Salem,  Judge  W'ithrow  continued  his  stu- 
dies in  Whittier  College,  of  that  place, 
then  a  leading  educational  institution  of 
Iowa,  from  \Ahich  he  won  the  Bachelor  of 
Science  degree.  Subsequently  he  learned 
the  printer's  trade,  which  he  followed  at 
intervals,  alternating  his  time  with  teach- 
ing for  a  number  of  years.  Attracted  to 
the  legal  profession,  however,  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity and  was  graduated  with  the  degee  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  the  class  of  1880. 
Judge  W'ithrow  located  for  practice  at 
Salem,  and  soon  afterward  purchased  the 
Salem  Weekly  Xews,  which  he  conducted 
in  connection  with  the  law  business  that 
he  could  obtain  in  a  small  town.  His  jour- 
nalistic A-enture  pro\'ed  successful  and  was 
conducted  for  two  years,  when  he  sold 
the  paper  and  became  connected  with  the 
Bank  of  Salem,  with  which  he  was  iden- 
tified for  a  number  of  years.  Through- 
out this  period  he  continued  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law  and  established  a  reputation 
for  comprehensive  understanding  of  the 
principles  of  jurisprudence  as  well  as  for 
ability  in  the  presentation  of  his  cause  be- 
fore court  or  jury.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  state  legislature  from 
Henry  cfjunty.  which  he  represented  in  the 
twenty-first  general  assembly  and  then  de- 
clined a  second  nomination.  Seeking  a 
broader  field  of  professional  labor  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Judge  \V.  J.  Jefferson, 
who  had  a  short  time  before  retired  from 
the  circuit  bench.  This  relation  w^as  main- 
tained until  the  death  of  Judge  Jefifries  in 
1899,  after  which  Judge  Withrow  was 
alone  for  a  time,  a  distinctively  and  liberal 


representative  clientage  being  accorded 
him.  He  next  admitted  W.  F.  Kopp  to 
the  firm  under  the  style  of  Withrow  & 
Kopp,  and  upon  the  retirement  of  Judge 
\\\  I.  Babb  from  the  district  bench,  he, 
too,  entered  the  firm  on  the  ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1895,  making  this  one  of  the  strong- 
est firms  of  the  county.  Judge  Withrow 
continued  in  active  practice  until  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1896,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed district  judge,  while  in  the  mean- 
time Mr.  Kopp  had  retired  in  order  to  en- 
ter upon  the  duties  of  county  attorney.  In 
the  fall  of  1896  Mr.  Withrow  was  elected 
to  the  office  for  the  full  term  of  four  years 
and  was  re-elected  without  opposition  in 
1900,  and  again  in  1904,  so  that  he  has 
now  served  for  nine  years,  while  his  pres- 
ent incumbency  will  continue  until   1909. 

Aside  from  his  profession  he  has  be- 
come interested  in  jjanking  in  Henry 
county,  and  is  a  director  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  and  also  one  of  the  organizers 
and  the  promotor  of  the  Henry  County 
Savings  Bank. 

Judge  Withrow  was  married  June  17, 
1885,  to  Miss  Anna  \\'ebb,  of  Mankato, 
Minnesota,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  W.  W. 
Webb,  a  former  member  of  the  Indiana 
Methodist  Episcopal  conference.  They 
have  three  living  children,  Dorothy,  Mi- 
riam and  Emily.  Judge  and  Mrs.  With- 
row are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  trus- 
tees, while  in  the  work  of  the  church  he 
takes  a  most  active  and  helpful  interest. 
The  family  have  a  beautiful  home  at  the 
corner  of  Washington  and  Locust  streets 
and  the  Withrow  household  is  the  center 
of  a  cultured  society  circle.  For  the  past 
twelve  years  Judge  Withrow  has  been  a 
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trustee  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University 
and  for  six  years  was  a  .member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Mount  Pleasant,  act- 
ing as  its  president  for  a  part  of  that  time. 
He  regards  municipal  interests  as  abund- 
antly worthy  of  his  best  efforts  and  with  a 
just  recognition  of  the  obligations  and  du- 
ties as  well  as  privileges  of  citizenship  he 
has  put  forth  effort  and  influence  for  the 
upbuilding  of  his  city  and  county.  In  his 
profession  he  has  attained  honors  that  are 
given  only  in  recognition  of  ability.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  reputation  of  the 
lawyer  is  the  most  ephemeral  being  based 
largely  upon  oratorical  ability  and  the  im- 
pressions of  the  hour,  and  yet  there  is 
no  profession  which  has  more  direct  bear- 
ing upon  the  welfare  of  community,  state 
and  nation  or  conserves  in  larger  meas- 
ure public  progress  and  stability.  Thrice 
chosen  by  popular  suffrage  to  the  district 
bench,  no  stronger  testimonial  could  be 
given  of  Judge  Withrow's  position  as  a 
lawyer  and  jurist,  indicating  as  it  does 
that  the  consensus  of  public  opinion  is 
most  favorable. 


JOSEPH  CALD^^^ELL. 

Joseph  Caldwell  is  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding in  Mount  Pleasant,  who  after  long- 
years  of  active  connection  with  agricul- 
tural interests,  during  which  he  won  a 
gratifying  measure  of  success,  is  now  en- 
joying a  well  earned  rest  in  a  pleasant 
home  in  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington  county,    Pennslyvania,     September 


23,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet (McCorkell)  Caldwell,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Washington  county.  They 
came  to  low'a  in  1849,  settling  in  Lee 
county,  where  the  father  followed  his  trade 
of  blacksmithing  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  v.hich  occurred  in  1875.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  1883  and  their  remains 
were  interred  in  Clay  Grove  cemetery,  in 
Lee  county.  In  their  family  were  ten 
children :  William,  who  died  of  cholera 
when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
was  laid  to  rest  in  Clay  Grove  cemeterv' ; 
Robert,  who  married  Miss  Hattie  Gusto 
and  died  leaving  two  children;  Jane,  the 
wife  of  Andrew  ]\IcCracken,  of  Russell 
county,  Kansas,  by  whom  she  has  four 
children;  John,  who  married  Miss  Almira 
Courtwright  and  is  living  in  Mount  Ham- 
ilton, Lee  county,  with  his  wiie  and  seven 
children;  James  M.,  a  resident  of  Eagle- 
^'ille,  Nevada ;  Andrew  Borland,  who  re- 
sides' in  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  with  his 
younger  sister;  Joseph,  of  this  review; 
Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  George  W.  Krieger, 
of  Lee  county;  Boyd  E.,  who  is  living 
near  Center  City,  Merritt  county,  Ne- 
braska, and  married  Lizzie  Knauff,  by 
whom  he  has  five  children,  one  son  and  four 
daughters,  and  Anna  M.,  the  wife  of  Rob- 
ert J.  Barr,  who  is  living  in  Fort  Madison. 
Joseph  Caldwell,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Lee  county  and  remained  with 
his  father  until  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
living  upon  the  old  homestead  and  assist- 
ing in  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  then 
purchased  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Lee  county,  where  he 
lived  for  thirty-one  years,  giving  his  time 
and  energies  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
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suits.  He  brought  his  land  up  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  transforming  it  into 
productive  fields,  from  which  he  annually 
harvested  good  crops.  The  years  brought 
to  him  a  comfortable  competence  and  when 
he  felt  that  his  possessions  justified  him 
in  retiring  from  business  life  he  put  aside 
the  active  work  of  the  farm  and  remo\'ed 
to  Mount  Pleasant  in  1898,  since  which 
time  he  has  resided  in  a  beautiful  home  on 
East  Washington  street. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1868,  Air. 
Caldwell  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  E. 
Emmerson,  a  daughter  of  Alichael  and 
Sarah  (Dodsworth)  Emmerson.  She  was 
born  in  a  log  cabin  in  Lee  county,  Iowa, 
May  9,  1849.  Her  father  was  born  in 
Scarborough,  Yorkshire,  England,  Octo- 
ber 10,  181 5,  and  his  wife's  birth  occurred 
there  on  the  15th  of  July,  1821.  Mr. 
Emmerson  devoted  seven  years  to  learning 
the  tailor  s  trade  in  England,  and  in  1840 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in  an 
old  time  sailing  vessel.  He  settled  in 
Lee  county  and  two  years  later  he  pur- 
chased a  large  farm.  AMien  he  arriverl 
in  Iowa  he  had  but  one  dollar  in  money 
and  two  suits  of  clothes,  and  while  culti- 
vating his  farm  in  the  early  days  he 
worked  at  the  tailor's  trade  at  night  and 
at  odd  times,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  pay 
for  the  rails  used  in  fencing  his  farm  and 
also  meet  the  payment  upon  a  part  of 
his  land.  He  likewise  worked  at  the  tail- 
or's trade  in  Illinois  for  several  years, 
after  which  he  gave  his  undivided  atten- 
tion to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  upon  his  farm 
in  Lee  county.  He  visited  England  a  few 
years  after  he  first  came  to  America,  but 
never  again  returned  to  his  native  land. 
His  wife  came  to  the  L'nited  States  with. 


her  parents  in  1834,  the  family  settling  in 
Morgan  count}',  Illinois,  and  in  1842  she 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  John  Em- 
merson. By  this  union  there  were  two 
children :  Thomas,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Richard,  who  married  Miss  Addie 
Swain  and  is  living  on  a  farm  in  Morgan 
county,  Illinois.  In  1846  John  Emmer- 
son enlisted  for  service  in  the  Mexican 
war  and  fell  while  defending  his  country 
at  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  on  the  23d 
day  of  February,  1847.  Later  his  widow 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Michael 
Emmerson,  who  though  of  the  same  name, 
was  not  a  relative  of  her  first  husband. 
By  this  union  there  were  three  children, 
namely:  Anna,  now  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Caldwell;  John  S.,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Mary,  the  wife  of  M  T.  Overton,  a 
resident  of  Lee  county,  Iowa,  by  whom 
she  has  six  children.  The  father  died 
March  10,  1895,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  February  3,  1899,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-seven  years.  They  trav- 
eled life's  journey  together  for  nearly 
forty-eight  years,  and  ]\Ir.  Emmerson  was 
a  resident  of  Lee  count}"  for  fifty-five 
years,  being  one  of  its  most  worthy  and 
respected  citizens  and  pioneers.  Coming 
to  America  empty-handed,  he  depended 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources  for  a  liv- 
ing, and  as  the  years  advanced  he  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings. 

L'^nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  were 
born  five  children.  Ollie  J.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Elmer  Powell,  who  is  living  on 
a  farm  at  Milton,  Iowa,  and  they  ha^'e 
one  child,  Ruth  Viola,  now  nine  years  of 
age.  Lutie  May  is  a  milliner  employed 
in  ]\Irs.  Anderson's  establishment  in 
Mount  Pleasant.     Cora  Ann  is  a  clerk  in 
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the  Hoaglin  dr>'  goods  store  in  Alount 
Pleasant.  Flora  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Alvin 
C.  Hafifner,  president  of  the  Concrete 
Block  Company  in  Denver.  Colorado, 
where  they  reside.  Grace  Ada  is  li\'ing 
at  home  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  attend  the  Pres- 
byterian chnrch  and  he  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  democracy,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  Mrs.  Caldwell  is  a  most 
estimable  lady  of  pleasing  manner,  cor- 
dial disposition  and  innate  culture  and  re- 
finement. Air.  Caldwell  is  a  self-made 
man,  whose  advancement  in  life  is  attribu- 
table entirely  to  his  own  efforts  and  whose 
example  is  well  worthy  of  emulation. 


IRA  A.   DETRICK. 

Ira  A.  Detrick,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral fanning,  was  born  No\-ember  i6, 
1857,  in  Baltimore  township,  where  he  still 
resides.  He  is  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  old  Pennsylvania  families,  his  paternal 
grandparents  being  Jacob  and  Hannah 
(Hannis)  Detrick,  of  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  who  in  the  year  1856  be- 
came residents  of  Johnson  county,  Io^^•a, 
whence  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  they 
came  to  Baltimore  township,  Henry 
county.  Jacob  Detrick  here  purchased 
from  A\'illiam  Lysle  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  and  a  third  acres  of  land,  upon 
which  he  lived  until  his  death,  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  early  development  of  this 
portion  of  the  state.  His  son.  James  Mon- 
roe Detrick.  was  bom  in  Luzerne  countv. 


Pennsylvania,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  Iowa  but  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
returned  to  the  east  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Adeline  Sleppy.  who 
was  also  born  in  Luzerne  county,  as 
were  her  parents,  George  and  Amelia 
(Creamer)  Sleppy.  Following  his  mar- 
riage he  brought  his  bride  to  Henn,- 
county  and  lived  upon  a  portion  of  his 
fathers  place  until  the  fall  of  1859,  when 
he  took  up  forty  acres  in  Marshall  county. 
Kansas.  He  enlisted  in  October.  1861, 
in  response  to  the  countiy's  call  for  aid. 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  joining 
the  Thirteenth  ^Missouri  Infantiy  at  St. 
Joseph.  He  was  in  camp  at  Cassville. 
Missouri,  and  there  died  two  weeks  later. 
His  widow  afterward  married  Shemian 
Hurd.  who  died  a  year  later  and  after  that 
time  she  was  twice  married.  Her  death 
occurred  in  northern  California  in  1904. 
Ira  A.  Detrick,  having  lost  his  father 
in  his  infancy,  was  taken  to  the  old  farm 
homestead  of  his  Grandfather  Detrick  in 
1863  and  lived  with  his  grandmother  until 
twenty-six  years  of  age.  He  acquired  his 
preliminan,'  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  aftenvard  attended  Howe's 
Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant  in  the  winter 
of  1879-80.  He  was  married  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years  to  Mrs.  Catherine 
(Krekel)  Williams,  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Williams.  B}-  her  former  marriage  she 
had  one  child,  Annie,  who  is  now  living  in 
]\Iount  Pleasant.  Her  parents  were  Henr}- 
and  Catherine  (Schabb)  Krekel.  who  were 
natives  of  Gemiany.  The  wedding  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Detrick  was  celebrated  on  the 
13th  of  Februar}-.  1884.  He  had  pre- 
viously rented  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 9,  Baltimore  township.  The  follow- 
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ing  spring-  he  purcliased  property  which 
had  upon  it  a  small  one-story  house  and 
a  little  barn.  In  1898  he  replaced  the  orig- 
inal dwelling  with  a  large  two-story  frame 
residence  of  nine  rooms,  one  of  the  finest 
houses  of  the  vicinity.  He  also  built  a  bam 
twenty-four  by  forty-one  feet  with  sheds 
in  1897,  and  has  since  made  an  addition 
thereto  imtil  the  barn  is  now  diirty-six  by 
forty-one  feet.  In  1890  be  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  farm  by  the  additional 
purchase  of  forty  acres  and  he  carries  on 
general  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  Duroc  Jer- 
sey hogs.  He  also  has  good  grades  of 
cattle  and  horses  and  his  business  interests 
are  so  carefully  directed  that  his  labors 
have  been  attended  with  success. 

Unto  ^Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  Detrick  have  been 
boni  three  daughters  and  a  son.  May, 
who  was  born  May  19,  1885,  and  is  the 
w'ife  of  John  Hennessee,  of  this  township, 
by  whom  she  has  one  daughter,  born  April 
3,  1906;  Nellie  C,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 14,  1888;  James  H.,  Februaiy  13, 
1890;  and  Laura  W.,,  January  i,  1892. 
Mr.  Detrick  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  democracy  and  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  in  1900  and  1901.  He  has  always 
lived  in  this  county  and  has  witnessed 
many  changes. 


DOUGLAS  SKIPTON. 

Douglas  Skipton,  who  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising,  was  born 
on  section    18,  Canaan  township,  on  the 


3d  of  April,  1 86 1,  and  is  one  of  the  na- 
tive sons  of  the  county,  who  has  never 
seen  the  necessity  of  seeking  a  location 
elsewhere,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  prof- 
ited by  the  opportunities  here  afforded  and 
through  the  careful  conduct  of  business 
interests  has  w'on  a  creditable  position  in 
agricultural  circles.  He  is  a  grandson  of 
John  Skipton,  who  died  December  24, 
1889,  at  ninety-five  years  of  age,  and  a 
son  of  Francis  Skipton,  who  died  Janu- 
ary 7,  1878.  The  latter  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  was  married  in  Des  Moines  county, 
Iowa,  to  Miss  Sarah  Winters,  a  native  of 
England,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Caroline  (Cook)  Winters.  Three  years 
after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fran- 
cis Skipton  left  Des  Moines  county  and 
took  up  their  abode  in  Canaan  township, 
Henry  county,  where  the  father  purchased 
a  farm.  He  arrived  here  in  1854,  and 
bought  forty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land, 
upon  which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned 
nor  an  improvement  made.  He  performed 
the  arduous  task  of  breaking  the  soil, 
planting  the  crops,  but  though  his  life  was 
a  strenuous  one,  he  persevered  in  his  cho- 
sen field  of  labor,  and  improved  a  good 
property,  on  which  he  erected  substantial 
buildings,  also  divided  the  farm  into  fields 
of  convenient  size  by  well  kept  fences, 
That  he  prospered  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  he  w^as  able  to  add  eighty  more  acres 
to  his  original  purchase.  He  continued 
to  carry  on  general  agricultural  purstiits 
utnil  his  life's  labors  were  ended  in  death, 
in  the  year  1878.  His  widow  now  lives 
upon  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years  and  is  numbered  among 
the  worthy  pioneer  residents  of  Henry 
countv. 
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Douglas  Skipton  has  always  resided 
upon  the  farm  upon  which  his  birth  oc- 
curred, and  in  his  3'outh  he  attended  the 
district  schools,  while  later  he  pursued  his 
studies  in  Howe's  Academy,  and  thus 
gained  a  good  knowledge  of  business 
methods.  His  entire  life  has  been  devoted 
to  general  farming,  for  he  took  his  place 
in  the  fields  at  an  early  age  and  soon  be- 
came familiar  with  the  tasks  of  plowing, 
planting  and  harvesting.  He  now  carries 
on  general  farming  and  raises  cattle, 
horses  and  hogs,  but  he  rents  eighty  acres 
of  his  land. 

On  March  6.  1890,  Mr.  Skipton  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Catharine  E. 
Cutler,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  Decatur  and  Laura  (Ettinger)  Cutler, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Only 
one  child  has  been  born  unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Skipton,  Douglas,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Politically  Mr.  Skipton  is  a  demo- 
crat, keeping  well  informed  on  the  issues 
and  questions  of  the  day,  while  fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows  at  Swedesburg.  He 
is  well  known  in  the  community  where  he 
has  spent  his  entire  life,  and  that  many 
of  his  stanchest  friends  have  known  him 
from  his  boyhood  days  to  the  present  is 
an  indication  that  his  life  has  ever  been 
straightforward  and  honorable. 


MILLER  GILBERT. 

The  many  improvements  on  the  home 
place  of  Miller  Gilbert  indicate  a  life 
of  industry,  perserverance  and  success- 
ful accomplishment,  for  he  has  one  of  the 


fine  improved  farms  of  Baltimore  town- 
ship, equipped  with  many  modern  acces- 
sories. His  life  record  began  on  the  14th 
of  September,  1850,  in  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  he  attended  the  district 
schools  of  New  London  township,  while 
spending  his  boyhood  days  in  his  parents' 
home.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry  B.  and 
Elizabeth  (Miller)  Gilbert  and  a  grand- 
son of  Luman  Gilbert,  all  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  parents  were  married 
in  the  Keystone  state  in  1846  and  there 
the  father  owned  a  farm,  which  he  oper- 
ated until  1857,  when  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and 
purchased  near  by  a  farm  of  over  one 
hundred  acres.  His  parents  also  came  at 
the  same  time  and  bought  an  adjoining 
farm,  whereon  they  spent  their  remaining 
days.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gilbert  was  not 
long  permitted  to  enjoy  her  new  home, 
for  her  death  occurred  in  1858,  but 
Henry  B.  Gilbert  still  survives.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  upon  the  old  homestead 
until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  Clark 
county,  Iowa,  and  married  a  second  wife, 
who  was  Mrs.  Rebecca  (Monroe)  Barnes 
and  there  were  two  sons  and  a  daughter 
by  that  union.  The  father  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1814,  and  is  therefore  now 
more  than  ninety-two  years  of  age. 

Miller  Gilbert  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  three  children  and  made  his 
home  with  his  parents  until  he  started  out 
in  life  for  himself,  working  by  the  month. 
He  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age  and 
whatever  success  he  has  since  enjoyed  is 
attributable  entirely  to  his  own  labors. 
He  won  a  companion  and  helpmate  for 
the  journey  of  life  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1886,  on  which  date  was  celebrated 
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his  marriage  to  Miss  Grizzie  Elizabeth 
Detrick.  who  was  born  in  Luzerne  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  February  8,  1853,  and 
accompanied  her  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Iowa  City  in  the  spring  of  1856.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  they  settled  on  a 
farm  on  section  6,  Baltimore  township, 
comprising  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  was 
then  but  partially  improved,  half  of  it 
being  in  brush  and  timber  but  there  were 
several  log  buildings  upon  the  place  and 
a  number  of  wells.  Mr.  Detrick  built  a 
frame  house  of  se^•en  rooms  in  the  fall 
of  his  arrival  and  otherwise  improved  the 
place,  making  it  a  good  property.  He 
died  January  25,  1S79,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years ;  his  wife  died  Novem- 
ber 14,  1883,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Gilbert 
lived  upon  the  farm  belonging  to  his 
wife's  father  and  also  worked  some  of 
his  father's  homestead  farm  but  lived 
on  the  Detrick  farm  until  1877,  when  Mr. 
Gilbert  purchased  sixty-seven  acres  of 
land  on  section  8,  Baltimore  township. 
There  he  resided  until  the  fall  of  1883, 
when  he  sold  that  property  and  bought 
the  home  place,  comprising  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  acres  of  land.  He  has  put 
up  many  rods  of  wire  fencing  and  has 
otherwise  greatly  improved  the  property. 
To  the  house  he  has  built  a  kitchen,  four- 
teen by  sixteen  feet.  He  has  also  built  a 
a  barn,  forty  by  fifty  feet,  for  horses  and 
hay  and  a  cow  barn.  He  has  secured 
many  of  the  latest  improved  farm  imple- 
ments and  has  planted  many  trees  in  the 
orchard.  He  carries  on  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  raising  grain  and  some 
fruit  and  he  also  raises  draft  horses,  cat- 
tle and  Duroc  Jersey  hogs. 


Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  have  been 
born  six  daughters,  two  of  whom  died 
when  babies,  first  Carrie  Gilbert,  four- 
teen months:  second,  Nora  Gilbert,  six 
months  of  age ;  and  two  sons.  Lola  Dell, 
born  October  23,  1877,  is  now  an  attend- 
ant in  the  hospital  at  Clarinda,  Iowa; 
William  Horton,  born  October  21,  1884, 
Gertrude  Eldora,  born  July  13,  1886, 
Lectie  Zerlena.  September  23,  1890,  Mil- 
ler D.,  March  3.  1892,  and  Bessie  Marie, 
September  12,  1895,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  home  with 
their  parents. 

In  community  affairs  Mr.  Gilbert  is 
deeply  and  actively  interested  and  exer- 
cises his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  democracy. 
He  served  for  six  years  at  different  times 
as  road  supervisor  and  for  about  five 
years  he  w^as  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  farming 
interests  indicate  the  diligence  and  sound 
judgment  wdiich  he  has  employed  in  the 
employment  of  his  business  affairs. 


WILLIAM  ECKEY. 

AVilliam  Ecke}^  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Canaan  township,  was  born  in 
this  township  on  the  ist  of  September, 
1872,  and  is  descended  from  German 
ancestry.  His  parents,  Henry  C.  \\'.  and 
Elizabeth  (Korfshult)  Eckey,  were  both 
natives  of  Germany.  The  father  came 
to  Des  Moines  county  with  his  parents 
about  1855,  settling  south  of  Burling- 
ton, where  he  lived  up  to  the  time  of  his 
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marriage.  He  afterward  spent  one  year 
in  the  city  of  Burlington  and  subsequently 
resided  upon  a  farm  in  Des  Moines 
county,  where  he  lived  for  two  years.  In 
1872  he  came  to  Canaan  township,  Henry 
county,  purchasing  the  farm  of  eighty 
acres.  He  has  since  devoted  his  time 
and  energies  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  is  one  of  the  thrifty  and  enter- 
prising farmers  of  Canaan  township. 

W^illiam  Eckey  pursued  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Mount 
Union  and  afterwards  attended  Elliott's 
Business  College  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  be- 
ing thus  well  equipped  for  the  practical 
duties  of  a  business  life.  In  his  youth  he 
assisted  in  farm  labor  when  not  occupied 
with  his  studies  and  he  remained  at  home 
upon  the  farm  up  to  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1895,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Mary  Lydia  ^^'eise.  who  was 
born  in  Burlington  and  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Jefferson  county. 
Her  parents  were  Peter  and  Minnie 
(Berg)  \\^eise.  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Two  children  were 
born  of  this  union :  Rudolph  Peter, 
whose  birth  occurred  December  18,  1896. 
and  Eddie  William,  born  December  3. 
1902. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Eckey  began 
farming  on  his  own  account  upon  a  tract 
north  of  Mount  E^nion.  where  he  lived 
for  two  years.  He  then  purchased  one 
hundred  acres  on  section  17,  Canaan 
township.  There  was  a  small  house  upon 
the  place,  but  few  improvements  had  been 
made.  He  now  has  a  farm  w^ell  equipped 
with  good  buildings,  including  a  com- 
fortable residence  of  six  rooms,  a  large 


barn,  twenty-four  by  thirty-two  feet,  to 
which  he  has  added  a  shed  eighteen  by 
thirty-two  feet.  There  is  also  granary 
capacity  for  twelve  hundred  bushels. 
There  is  a  carriage  house  and  wood  house 
upon  the  place,  and  in  fact  no  accessory 
of  the  model  farm  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury is  lacking.  He  keeps  his  buildings 
in  good  repair  and  the  place  is  thoroughly 
tiled.  His  attention  is  given  to  general 
farming  and  he  raises  some  cattle  and 
horses  and  about  seventy-five  head  of 
hogs  each  year.  His  labor  has  resulted 
in  bringing  to  him  the  prosperity  which 
he  now  enjoys  and  his  property  is  the  visi- 
ble evidence  of  a  life  of  well  directed 
thrift.  He  votes  with  the  democracy, 
but  is  without  aspiration  for  office.  He 
belongs  to  the  Christian  Science  church 
at  Mount  Pleasant  and  is  one  of  the 
esteemed  native  sons  of  the  county,  hav- 
ing spent  his  entire  life  within  its  bor- 
ders. In  fact,  he  has  always  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Canaan  township  and  is  well 
known  there  as  a  reliable  farmer  and 
business  man.  who  is  public  spirited  in 
citizenship  and  loyal   in  his   friendships. 


AUGUST  BRINK. 


August  Brink,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick  and  tile  in  New 
London  and  is  also  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising,  belongs  to 
that  class  of  representative  Swedish- 
American  citizens  who  have  come  from 
their  native  country  to  the  new  world  to 
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enjoy  its  better  business  opportunities 
and  liave  bere  steadily  progressed  until 
tbey  have  gained  apositionof  prominence 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  their 
respective  communities.  ]\Ir.  Brink  was 
born  in  the  western  part  of  Sweden,  No- 
vember 13.  1843.  His  father  was  Lar- 
son Swanson  and  his  mother  was  Mary 
Anderson..  He  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  was  reared  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  which  pursuit  he  fol- 
lowed in  his  native  country  until  he  came 
to  America.  On  the  17th  of  June,  1865, 
he  left  Sweden,  thinking  to  enjoy  better 
business  opportunities  and  advantages  in 
the  new  world,  for  he  had  heard  much 
concerning  the  improved  conditions  here. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic  he  proceeded  into 
the  interior  of  the  country  and  made  his 
first  location  in  Galesburg,  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  for  two  and  a  half  years.  He 
then  went  to  Burlington  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Ouincy  Railroad  Company,  working  on 
the  track  and  also  assisting  in  bridge- 
building,  continuing  with  that  corpora- 
tion for  about  five  years.  He  also  spent 
about  a  year  and  a  half  in  Peoria,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  worked  at  carpentering, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Sweden,  where 
he  continued  for  another  year  and  a  half. 
In  1876,  however,  he  again  came  to  the 
United  States  and  visited  the  exposition 
in  Philadelphia,  after  which  he  continued 
his  journey  to  Burlington,  where  he  re- 
mained until  January,  1877.  He  then 
Ijought  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  2, 
New  London  township,  from  Henry 
Shoemaker,  who  had  erected  a  tile  fac- 
tory, which  has  since  been  operated  by 
Mr.   Brink.     He  makes  tile  of  all  sizes 


up  to  eight  inches  and  is  also  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  brick.  He  made 
the  brick  for  his  own  residence,  which  he 
rebuilt  in  1891,  it  being  a  veneered  build- 
ing and  one  of  the  pretty  homes  of  the 
township.  He  has  continuously  made 
brick  and  tile  since  he  has  been  here  ex- 
cept one  year — in  1897 — when  the  fac- 
tory burned.  This  is  one  of  the  good 
productive  industries  of  the  community 
and  is  being  profitably  conducted  by  Mr. 
Brink.  He  has  also  added  to  his  landed 
estate  until  he  now  owns  two  hundred 
acres,  all  of  which  is  cultivated  and  im- 
proved under  his  own  supervision.  He 
has  seventy  acres  on  section  2,  eighty 
acres  on  section  1 1  and  fifty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 12,  New  London  township.  He 
raises  and  feeds  about  thirty  head  of  cat- 
tle annually  and  about  twenty  head  of 
hogs.  He  now  has  sixty-five  acres  of  his 
land  under  cultivation,  while  the  remain- 
der is  devoted  to  pasturage.  He  has  put 
all  of  the  improvements  on  his  property 
and  has  cleared  much  of  it  for  cultivation. 

On  the  i8th  of  June,  1891,  Mr. 
Brink  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  L.  Anderson,  a  daughter  of  An- 
drus  Peter  and  Martha  (Carlson)  An- 
derson. Two  children  have  been  born  of 
this  union :  Paul  Reynold,  born  May  24, 
1892;  and  Ruby  Victoria,  born  May  20, 
1894.  Both  are  students  in  the  public 
schools. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Brink 
is  a  stalwart  republican,  keeping  well  in- 
formed on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the 
day.  but  has  never  sought  nor  desired 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  church,  in  which  he  has 
served    as  trustee  and   deacon,    holding 
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both  positions  at  the  present  time.  He  is 
a  very  energetic  man  of  resolute  will  and 
and  strong  purpose  and  in  his  life  the 
statement  that  "Sweden  is  the  home  of 
the  honest  man."  finds  exemplification, 
for  at  all  times  this  worthy  son  of  Swe- 
den is  thoroughly  reliable  and  trust- 
worthy. 

His  business  success  has  come  to  him 
through  the  utilization  of  opportunities 
and  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the 
present  and  not  the  future  is  the  time  to 
put  forth  one's  best  energies  for  the  at- 
tainment of  success. 


JOHN  A.  HANKINS. 

John  A.  Hankins,  living  on  section  7, 
Canaan  township,  is  a  native  of  the  neigh- 
boring county  of  Des  Moines,  his  birth 
having  there  occurred  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1869.  His  father,  Albert  Han- 
kins, was  born  in  Pike  county,  Ohio. 
Having  reached  manhood,  he  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Van  Dyke,  a  native  of  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa,  and  they  reside 
upon  a  farm  in  Henry  county. 

John  A.  Hankins  acquired  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools  of  Des 
Moines  county  and  afterward  continued 
his  studies  in  Henry  county.  He  lived 
with  his  parents  up  to  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  which  important  event  in  his 
life  was  celebrated  on  the  17th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1892,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Katie  E.  Nutt,  who  was  born  in  Lee 
county,  Iowa,  on  the  nth  of  Novembe'-, 


1871.  She  is  of  English  descent.  Her 
grandfather,  John  Nutt,  and  her  father, 
William  Nutt,  were  both  natives  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  latter  married  Annie  Cooley, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  They 
became  residents  of  Iowa,  and  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Lee  county  their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Hankins,  pursued  her  early  educa- 
tion, while  later  she  attended  Howe's 
academy  in  Mount  Pleasant.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hankins  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  rented  farm  in  Canaan  township, 
where  they  lived  for  a  year,  when  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  7, 
and  here  they  have  since  resided.  The 
place  was  improved  with  a  small  house 
and  barn,  and  the  first  improvement  which 
Mr.  Hankins  added  was  a  granary,  twen- 
ty-four by  thirty-two  feet.  He  afterward 
erected  a  residence  containing  seven 
rooms.  It  is  built  in  modern  style  of 
architecture,  conveniently  arranged,  and 
is  one  of  the  attractive  homes  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  has  since  added  numerous 
other  buildings,  and  has  in  contemplation 
the  building  of  a  larger  barn.  He  also 
has  a  good  windmill  upon  the  place,  and 
the  farm  is  thoroughly  tiled,  so  that  the 
land  is  now  very  productive,  responding 
readily  to  the  care  and  cultivation  which 
he  bestows  upon  the  fields.  Since  mak- 
ing his  first  purchase  he  has  added  an- 
other tract  of  forty  acres,  also  on  section 
7,  Canaan  township,  which  he  improved. 
He  carries  on  general  farming,  annually 
harvesting  good  crops,  and  he  raises  cows 
and  hogs  for  his  own  use. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hankins  now  have  two 
interesting  daughters :  Lela  ]\Iay.  born 
June  7.  1896 ;  and  Ula  Violet,  born  on  the 
8th  of  January,  1902.     In  community  af- 
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fairs  Mr.  Hankins  is  interested  and  gives 
his  support  to  various  measures  which  he 
deems  of  pubhc  benefit.  He  votes  with 
the  Repubhcan  party,  and  he  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  the  work  of  which  he  takes  an  active 
and  helpful  part,  serving  now  as  class 
leader  and  also  as  a  teacher  in  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  contributes  according  to 
his  means  to  the  support  of  the  church, 
and  does  all  in  his  power  to  extend  its 
influence,  and  his  life  is  in  harmony  with 
his  professions. 


ALBERT  HANKINS. 

Albert  Hankins  owns  and  operates  a 
good  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  sec- 
tion 5,  Canaan  township.  He  was  born 
in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  on  the  17th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1839,  and  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  families  of  the  east.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  Gilbert  and 
Mary  (Land)  Hankins,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  New^  Jersey,  and  it  was 
in  that  state  that  Gilbert  Hankins,  Jr., 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born.  Having 
arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  he  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Violet,  a  native  of  Pike 
county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Eunice  (Phillips)  Violet,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Virginia.  The 
wedding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  Han- 
kins. Jr.,  was  celebrated  in  Pike  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1847, 
when  they  removed  westward  to  Iowa, 
settling  in  Johnson  county  upon  a  farm. 


There  the  father  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  i860  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in  the  month 
of  February  of  that  year,  while  he  sur- 
vived until  1882  and  was  then  called  to 
his  final  rest. 

Albert  Hankins,  having  mastered  the 
elementary  branches  of  learning  in  the 
common  schools,  pursued  an  academic 
course  in  Johnson  county,  Iowa.  Under 
the  direction  of  his  father  he  was  trained 
to  farm  work  and  he  remained  at  home 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he 
was  married  and  started  out  in  life  on 
his  own  account.  It  was  on  the  31st  of 
October,  i860,  that  he  wedded  ]\Iiss  Mary 
Van  Dyke,  who  was  born  in  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Van  Dyke,  a  native  of  Maryland, 
and  Frances  (Walker)  Van  Dyke,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio.  As  the  years  have 
gfone  bv  five  children  have  been  added 
to  the  Hankins  household :  Eva,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  William  Blakeway,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Danville,  Iowa ;  Ben- 
jamin G.,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  now  located  in  Salem, 
Iowa;  John  A.  and  William,  both  of 
wdiom  are  living  in  Canaan  township,  and 
Lizzie,  the  wife  of  William  McCosh,  also 
of  Canaan  township. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  ]\Ir.  Han- 
kins took  up  his  abode  in  L'nion  town- 
ship, Des  Moines  county,  and  in  1865  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  that  township,  on 
which  was  a  small  house  but  few  other 
improvements.  He  purchased  a  second 
farm  in  1876.  This  was  unimproved  and 
all  of  the  work  of  cultivation  and  de- 
velopment there  was  done  by  him.     He 
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continued  a  resident  of  Des  Moines 
county  from  February,  1861,  until  March, 
1883,  when  he  sold  his  property  there  and 
removed  to  Canaan  township,  Henry 
county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres  on  section  5.  This 
was  well  improved  and  he  has  since  given 
his  attention  to  its  further  development. 
He  has  thoroughly  tiled  the  place  and  he 
has  good  buildings  upon  the  farm,  while 
the  fields  give  promise  of  rich  harvests. 
In  all  of  his  work  he  is  practical  and 
methodical  and  he  has  kept  in  touch  with 
the  progress  which  has  been  as  character- 
istic of  agricultural  life  as  any  other  de- 
partment of  business  activity.  He  is  a 
trustworthy  business  man,  never  taking 
advantage  of  the  necessities  of  others  in 
any  business  transaction  and  among  those 
by  whom  he  is  well  known  his  word  is  as 
good  as  his  bond.  He  \-otes  with  the 
Republican  party  and  his  fellow  towns- 
men called  him  to  the  office  of  trustee 
while  he  was  residing  in  Union  township, 
Des  Aloines  county.  He  is,  however, 
without  political  aspiration,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  busi- 
ness affairs,  in  which  he  is  meeting  with 
signal  success.  He  belongs  to  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  for  many  years 
has  served  as  one  of  its  trustees,  while 
in  the  various  departments  of  church 
work  he  is  actively  and  helpfully 
interested. 


EDWARD  C.  HERRON. 

Edward  C.  Herron  is  operating  one 
of  the  finest  farms  of  Henry  county — a 
splendidly  improved  place,  which  indicates 


the  careful  supervision  of  a  practical  and 
painstaking  owner,  who  at  the  same  time 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  progress  that  is 
as  manifest  in  agricultural  circles  as  in 
any  other  department  of  business  activity. 
He  is  a  native  son  of  the  middle  west,  and 
the  enterprise  which  has  been  the  domi- 
nant factor  in  the  rapid  and  substantial 
upbuilding  of  this  part  of  the  country 
finds  exemplification  in  his  business  ca- 
reer. He  was  born  in  Fulton  county,  Illi- 
nois, December  21,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  K.  and  Rebecca  (Murphy)  Herron. 
The  father  was  born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
and  was  married  in  Cincinnati,  where  he 
worked  at  the  machinist's  trade  until 
1858.  He  then  removed  with  his  family, 
consisting  of  wife  and  two  children,  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Fulton  county,  where 
five  more  children  were  added  to  the 
household.  In  the  middle  west  he  invested 
his  capital  in  forty  acres  of  unimproved 
land,  which  he  at  once  began  to  till,  placing 
it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
afterward  adding  to  it  a  tract  of  sixty 
acres.  From  the  time  of  his  removal  to 
Illinois  he  gave  his  atention  to  agricul- 
tural interests,  thus  providing  for  his  fam- 
ilv  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1890.  He  had  for  several  years 
survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in 
1882. 

Mr.  Herron,  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  began  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
completed  his  course  in  the  high 
school  in  Farmington,  Illinois.  He  left 
home  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  and  went 
to  Lamar.  Colorado,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  various  ways  for  two  years. 
He  afterward  returned  to  Peoria,  Illinois, 
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Avhere  he  clerked  in  a  dry  goods  store  for 
one  year,  and  then  again  spent  a  year  upon 
tlie  home  farm  in  Fulton  county.  He 
next  went  to  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  was 
employed  in  a  wholesale  coffee  depot  in 
1 89 1,  1892  and  a  portion  of  1893.  In 
September  of  the  latter  year  he  visited  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chi- 
cago, after  which  he  returned  to  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  where  he  continued  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1894.  He  then  again  went  to  Peo- 
ria, and  in  that  city  remained  for  more 
than  a  year. 

It  was  in  Peoria,  on  the  28th  of  No- 
vember, 1894,  that  Mr.  Herron  was  joined 
in  wedlock  to  Miss  Stella  Murdock,  w^ho 
was  born  in  Peoria  county,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  B.  and  Jane  (Robinson) 
Murdock,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia 
and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  Following  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Herron  remained  with  his 
wife's  parents  for  a  year,  and  then,  on  the 
27th  of  September,  1895,  arrived  in  Hen- 
ry county,  Iowa.  Their  home  here  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children :  LeRoy, 
born  July  26,  1896,  and  Lester,  on  the 
13th  of  February,  1904. 

Mr.  Herron  is  now  located  on  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  constituting  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  28.  Canaan 
township.  The  land  had  already  been 
placed  under  cultivation,  but  he  has  re- 
modeled all  of  the  buildings,  and  now  has 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county.  The 
fields  are  well  tilled,  and  there  is  everv 
evidence  of  careful  supervision  and  pro- 
gressive methods.  He  utilizes  rotation  of 
crops  and  other  methods  for  bringing  his 
farm  up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  he  annually  gathers  good  harvests. 
while  at  the  same  time  he  is  successful! v 


engaged  in  stock-raising,  shipping  annu- 
ally a  car  load  of  Hereford  cattle,  and  also 
raising  each  year  about  seventy  head  of 
Poland  China  hogs.  The  farm,  in  its  ap- 
pearance, indicates  both  comfort  and  a 
competence,  and  his  labors  have  consti- 
tuted the  foundation  upon  which  he  has 
builded  the  superstructure  of  his  success. 
His  sterling  characteristics  of  manhood 
are  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  church  and  the  Modern 
Woodman  camp.  He  belongs  to  the  re- 
publican party,  because  of  his  views  upon 
the  political  issues  and  questions  of  the 
day,  and  he  is  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  progress  of  his  community. 


DANIEL  J.  VORHIS. 

Iowa  is  pre-eminently  an  agricultural 
state.  The  soil  of  its  broad  prairies  is 
very  rich  and  fertile  and  thus  splendid 
opportunity  is  furnished  to  the  farmer. 
It  was  through  the  improvement  of  the 
fields  and  of  farm  labor  that  Mr.  Vorhis 
won  the  competence  that  now  enables  him 
in  the  evening  of  life  to  enjoy  a  well 
earned  rest,  free  from  further  business 
cares.  His  birth  occurred  in  Guernsey 
county,  Ohio,  June  6,  1834,  his  parents 
being  Isaac  and  Malinda  (Knotts)  Vor- 
his, the  latter  a  native  of  Virginia  and 
the  former  probably  of  Ohio.  The 
father's  birth  occurred  in  1806  and  he 
devoted  his  life  to  farm  work.  In  1838 
he  removed  westward,  having'  to  remain 
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at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  during  the  win- 
ter, as  the  river  was  frozen  over.  In  the 
spring  of  1839  he  came  to  Henry  county, 
arriving  here  only  a  few  years  after  the 
first  settlement  had  been  made  bv  white 
men  within  its  borders.  He  took  up  his 
abode  upon  a  farm  that  Daniel  J.  Vorhis 
now  owns,  and  with  characteristic  energv 
began  its  cultivation  and  development, 
for  the  land  that  came  into  his  possession 
was  all  wild  and  unimproved.  He  took 
an  active  and  helpful  part  m  the  early 
and  substantial  development  of  the 
county.  From  his  own  farm  he  cleared 
away  the  timber  and  brush,  transforming 
the  land  into  productive  fields,  building 
two  houses,  also  good  fences  and  other- 
wise carried  on  the  work  of  improvement. 
In  politics  he  was  a  democrat,  but  with- 
out political  aspiration,  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  earnest  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist church.  In  their  family  w^ere  four- 
teen children,  ten  of  whom  reached  adult 
age.  but  only  four  are  now  living,  namely  : 
Daniel  J.,  Lemuel,  who  resides  in  W^ash- 
ington  county,  Nebraska;  James  P.,  who 
is  living  in  Lucas  county,  Iowa,  and  Vir- 
ginia, the  wife  of  Luke  Lane,  whose  home 
is  in  Audubon  county,  Iowa. 

Daniel  J.  Vorhis  was  only  four  years 
of  age  when  his  parents  left  the  old  home 
in  Ohio  and  came  to  the  w^est.  His  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  an  old  log  school- 
house  in  Jefferson  county  just  across  the 
line  from  Henry  county.  He  early  be- 
came familiar  with  the  arduous  task  of 
developing  a  new  farm,  but  gave  his 
father  the  benefit  of  his  assistance  during 
the  period  of  his  boyhood  and  youth.  The 
father  afterward  gave  him  some  land  and 
he  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  adding  to 


it  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns 
the  old  home  place  in  addition  to  other 
tracts,  his  aggregate  possessions  including 
three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres  of 
very  valuable  land,  most  of  which  is  im- 
proved, seventy-nine  acres  being  in  Jef- 
ferson county  one  and  a  quarter  miles 
from  the  old  homestead.  As  the  years 
went  by  Mr.  Vorhis  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  until  1898, 
lDro.spering  in  his  business  undertakings 
by  reason  of  his  excellent  system,  his 
straightforward  methods,  his  practical 
knowledge  and  his  progressive  ide:is  of 
farming.  In  the  year  mentioned,  how- 
ever, he  put  aside  further  business  cares, 
purchasing  a  home  at  Xo.  308  North 
Marion  street  in  ]Mount  Pleasant.  Indo- 
lence and  idleness  are  utterly  foreign  to 
his  nature  and  he  now  keeps  up  the  work 
of  the  garden  and  lawn. 

On  the  3d  of  December.  1857.  Mr. 
Vorhis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Melinda  Austin,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Melinda  Austin,  of  Jeft"erson  county. 
Iowa,  and  a  native  of  this  state,  born  in 
August,  1840.  By  this  marriage  there 
were  eight  children,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living.  George  married  Miss  Dora 
Kirkpatrick.  by  whom  he  has  six  chil- 
dren, and  their  home  is  near  Glasgow. 
Jefferson  county.  Iowa.  Edward  mar- 
ried Delia  Simmons,  a  resident  of  Jeff'er- 
son  county,  and  they  have  eleven  chil- 
dren. Jesse  married  Ida  Belle  Taylor, 
by  whom  he  has  four  children,  and  their 
home  is  near  Glasgow.  Mrs.  Vorhis  died 
in  May,  1870,  and  in  October,  1876.  Mr. 
Vorhis  married  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  who  in 
her  maidenhood  bore  the  name  of  Rachel 
E.   Taylor.     She  was  born  in  Jeft"erson 
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county,  Iowa,  in  1841,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  (Hannah)  Taylor,  in 
whose  family  were  nine  children,  all  of 
whom  reached  adult  age,  while  seven  are 
yet  living.  The  record  of  that  family  is 
as  follows :  Caroline  married  Jacob 
Mauk,  of  Custer  county,  Nebraska,  and 
they  have  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
eleven  are  now  living.  George  W.,  of 
\\"aukon,  Iowa,  married  Miss  Susan 
Jones  and  had  eight  children,  of  whom 
three  are  living.  W^ilfred  H.  Taylor  is 
deceased.  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  John 
]\Iiller,  of  Macon  county.  ^Missouri,  and 
they  have  eight  children,  the  family  circle 
yet  remaining  unbroken  by  the  hand  of 
death.  Joseph  H..  wdio  is  living  in  Red 
Oak,  Iowa,  married  Miss  Tamer  Rat- 
lifif,  and  they  have  one  son.  Rachel  Eliz- 
abeth is  now  Mrs.  Vorhis.  Rolla  E. 
married  ]^Iiss  Rose  Monson,  by  whom 
he  has  three  children  and  their  home  is  in 
Creston,  Iowa.  Amanda  is  the  wife  of 
John  McPheron,  of  Butler  county,  Kan- 
sas, and  they  have  five  children.  Wil- 
liam married  Miss  ejnnie  Rose  and  died 
leaving  four  children.  The  widow  now 
resides  in  Custer  county,  Nebraska.  At 
one  time  the  Taylor  family  was  repre- 
sented by  five  generations  and  a  picture 
was  taken  of  a  group  which  included  Mr. 
Taylor's  daughter,  Mrs.  Caroline  Hicken- 
bottom,  who,  by  her  first  husband,  had 
a  daughter,  Mrs.  Prudence  Phoutz,  whose 
daughter,  Mrs.  Kate  Jones,  was  the 
mother  of  a  daughter.  Prudence  Jones, 
and  all  of  these  are  represented  in  the 
■picture.  Mr.  Taylor  died  in  December, 
1892,  in  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  having 
long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away 
in  1864.     Both  were  laid  to  rest  in  Jef- 


ferson county.  Mrs.  Vorhis  had  three 
brothers,  who  were  in  the  Civil  war : 
George,  who  enlisted  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-ninth 
Illinois  Infantry;  James  H.,  who  became 
a  member  of  Company  M,  Fourth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  and  by  re-enlistment  served 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  hostili- 
ties, and  Rolla,  who  was  in  Company  G, 
Thirtieth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  first  assault  in  Vicksburg, 
in  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  the  siege 
of  Atalanta  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 
Two  of  the  brothers  were  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Davenport. 

Mrs.  Vorhis  has  been  married  twice. 
Her  first  husband  was  William  Kirkpat- 
rick,  wdio  was  also  a  member  of  Company 
G,  Thirtieth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  first  assault  on  Vicksburg. 
That  night  he  was  taken  ill  and  Mrs. 
Vorhis'  brother  carried  him  on  board  a 
boat  and  he  died  very  soon  afterward. 
Islw  Kirkpatrick  w^as  a  man  of  genuine 
worth,  highly  respected  by  those  who 
knew  him,  and  he  gave  his  life  a  willing 
sacrifice  for  the  Union  at  the  time  of 
the  coimtry's  peril. 

By  the  second  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Vorhis  had  two  children,  of  \vhom  one 
is  now  living,  Charles  T.,  who  married 
Miss  Marie  Tuttle,  and  resides  in  Madi- 
son, Wisconsin.  Mr.  Vorhis'  daughter 
Josephine  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Rupp  and  died  in  1892,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren. By  her  former  marriage  Mrs.  Vor- 
his had  one  daughter,  Ida,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  William  J.  Meredith,  a  resi- 
dent of  Menlo  Park,  California,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children.  They  have  a  pre- 
paratory school. 
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Mr.  Vorhis'  political  preference  per- 
haps is  for  the  principles  of  democracy, 
but  he  largely  votes  independently,  re- 
garding rather  the  capability  of  the  can- 
didate than  his  party  ties.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  hold  membership  in  ;the  Metho- 
dist church.  He  is  a  large,  tall  man  of 
fine  proportions,  who  has  led  an  active, 
useful  and  honorable  life.  He  came  to 
Iowa  when  only  four  and  a  half  years 
of  age  and  has  seen  many  changes  in  the 
country.  In  the  early  days  the  Indians 
were  numerous,  but  gradually  they  have 
goni  to  reservations  farther  westward 
and  the  homes  of  the  white  race  have 
been  established  here,  while  the  country 
has  been  reclaimed  and  converted  into 
a  splendid  farming  district,  while  the 
cities  contain  all  of  the  business  enter- 
prises and  industries  that  lead  to  general 
prosperity.  By  his  earnest  labor,  capable 
management  and  indefatigable  diligence, 
Mr.  Vorhis  has  accumulated, a  handsome 
competence  during  the  sixty-seven  years 
of  his  residence  here,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  people  of  genuine  worth, 
who  have  many  friends  in  this  part  of 
the  state. 


CHARLES  ANTON  HOOKOM. 

Charles  Anton  Hookom,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising  in 
Marion  township,  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  on  the  24th  of  January,  1861.  In  that 
country  his  parents,  Andrew  G.  and  Chris- 
tine   (Anderson)    Hookom,   first   opened 


their  eyes  to  the  light  of  day.  His  father 
was  a  mechanic,  and  in  the  fall  of  1867 
came  to  America,  crossing  the  Atlantic  to 
New  York,  whence  he  made  his  way  di- 
rect to  Burlington,  Des  Moines  county, 
Iowa.  He  was  a  carpenter  of  considerable 
experience,  and  remained  in  Burlington 
for  three  years,  working  on  the  Union 
depot  and  on  Berg's  wagon  shop.  He  aft- 
erward removed  to  Kossuth,  Iowa,  where 
he  again  engaged  in  carpentering,  and 
later  he  followed  the  same  pursuit  in  Or- 
ion and  Aledo,  Illinois.  In  1878  he  rented 
a  farm  near  Kossuth  for  his  family,  which 
was  operated  by  his  sons,  while  he  con- 
tinued carpentering  in  Des  Moines 
county.  His  last  days  were  spent  in 
Henry  county,  to  which  he  removed  in 
1882,  passing  awa}^  here  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1883.  His  interest  in  the  politi- 
cal situation  in  America  and  in  the  ques- 
tions and  issues  of  the  day  led  him  to  give 
his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and 
he  held  membership  in  the  Lutheran 
church,  to  which  his  widow  also  belongs. 
She  is  now  living  with  one  of  her  sons  in 
Wayne  township,  Henry  county,  and  is 
sixty-eight  years  of  age.  In  the  family 
were  eleven  children,  of  whom  two  have 
passed  away.  The  living  are:  John,  a 
resident  of  this  county ;  Charles  A. ;  Mary, 
the  wife  of  W.  E.  Cone;  August,  who  is 
living  in  Kansas;  Andrew,  who  resides  in 
this  county;  Erick,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Marion  township;  Oscar,  who  is  living  in 
Wayne  township;  Amee  W..  of  Canaan 
township ;  and  Annie,  who  makes  her 
home  with  her  mother. 

Charles  A.  Hookom  was  educated  in 
the  district  schools  in  the  various  locali- 
ties in  which  the  family  lived  during  his 


412 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REJ^IEW 


boyhood  and  youth.  He  was  early 
trained  to  farm  labor,  and  remained  upon 
his  father's  farm  until  his  death,  after 
which  he  was  variously  employed  until  he 
began  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  own  ac- 
count by  renting  land  in  Scott  township. 
Henry  county.  When  his  efforts  and 
economy  had  brought  him  sufiicient  capi- 
tal, he  made  purchase  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  26.  Marion 
township,  coming  into  possession  of  this 
property  in  1895.  The  little  house  upon 
the  place  contained  but  two  rooms,  but 
he  has  since  made  a  comfortable  home, 
has  tiled  the  farm  and  has  otherwise  im- 
proved the  propert}^  by  good  buildings 
and  modern  equipments,  until  it  is  now  a 
valuable  farm.  He  has  always  carried  on 
the  work  of  cultivating  the  cereals  best 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  he  raises  some  stock,  havinsr 
from  ten  to  fifteen  head  of  horses  on  his 
place,  and  feeds  a  large  number  of  cattle 
each  year  for  the  market. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1892,  Mr. 
Hookom  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  L.  An- 
derson, who  was  born  in  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  August  24,  1872,  her  par- 
ents being  Peter  and  Helen  fPierson) 
Anderson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Sweden,  born  in  January  and  October, 
1844,  whence  they  came  to  America  about 
1866,  the  mother  being  reared  by  her 
aunt.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Canaan  township,  Henrv  countv. 
He  is  a  democrat,  and  has  held  several 
township  offices.  In  his  family  were 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing: John,  a  resident  of  Des  Moines 
county;    Enoch,    of    this    county;    Mrs. 


Hookom:  Marjorie.  the  wife  of  Frank 
•Lutes,  of  Henry  county;  Daniel,  also  liv- 
ing in  this  county :  Hattie.  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Matthews,  of  Van  Buren  county; 
Clara,  the  wife  of  A.  A\'.  Hookom,  of 
Henry  county;  Otto,  a  mail  carrier  of 
Mount  Union;  Annie  and  Minnie,  both 
at  home ;  and  Walter,  w^ho  completes  the 
family.  The  parents  hold  membership  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  John 
Pierson.  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Hookom,  was  born  in  Sweden  in  181 5, 
and  there  Airs.  Peter  Anderson  was  born, 
and  there  the  first  wife  died  and  Air.  Pier- 
son  again  married,  his  second  wife  dying 
of  cholera  at  Liverpool  when  coming  to 
America,  and  later  two  children  died  dur- 
ing the  voyage.  He  came  on  a  sailing 
vessel,  being  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
days  on  the  ocean.  He  came  at  once  to 
Burlington,  where  he  developed  a  fruit 
farm,  and  came  to  be  a  well-to-do  man. 
He  died  January  i,  1905,  at  Greenville, 
Illinois,  aged  eighty-nine  years. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Hookom  have  a  family 
of  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  now- 
living  :  Glenn  A.,  who  was  born  in  Henry 
county.  April  17.  1894;  Lillian  Fern,  torn 
Alarch  2.  1896:  Dewey  D..  born  Alarch 
24,  1898;  Helen  Alargaret,  who  was  bom 
October  15,  1900,  and  died  Alarch  26, 
1902.  the  interment  being  in  the  Trinity 
cemetery;  and  Alyra.  born  Alarch  21. 
1903. 

Air.  Hookom  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  republican  party.  He  belongs 
to  Henry  Lodge,  Xo.  10,  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  and  also  to  the  en- 
campment, and  with  his  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Alethodist  Episcopal  church.     Like 


HEXRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


413 


her  husband,  she  is  held  in  high  esteem, 
and  their  home  is  a  hospitable  one,  a  cor- 
dial welcome  being  extended  to  their 
many  friends.  Air.  Hookom  has  advanced 
in  business  life  through  his  own  industry, 
determination,  and  laudable  ambition,  and 
as  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes  has 
builded  wisely  and  well. 


ELAIER  ELLS^^'ORTH  WESTFALL, 
D.  O. 

Elmer  Ellsworth  W'estfall,  the  pioneer 
in  his  profession  in  this  part  of  Iowa,  and 
now  one  of  its  most  successful  and  able 
exponents,  was  born  in  Gibson  county.  In- 
diana, February  12.  1863,  a  son  of  Milton 
and  Elizabeth  (Knowles)  Westfall,  who 
were  likewise  natives  of  Gibson  county, 
where  they  were  reared  and  married.  The 
father  engaged  in  farming  in  early  life, 
but  afterward  conducted  a  shoe  business 
at  Grayville,  Illinois.  He  is  now  living 
retired  in  Findlay.  Ohio.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  in  the  United 
Brethren  church.  The  ancestors  of  the 
Westfall  family  came  from  ^Vestphalia, 
Germany,  but  several  generations  have 
been  residents  of  the  United  States.  The 
great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Westfall  re- 
moved from  Tigart's  Valley,  Virginia, 
to  Kentucky,  and  subsequently  went  to  In- 
diana, where  he  located  at  an  early  period 
in  its  development. 

Dr.  Westfall  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Illinois  when  five  years  of  age,  and  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Grayville.     In 


early  manhood  he  began  business  as  a 
merchant,  with  his  brother  in  that  town, 
where  they  carried  on  active  commercial 
pursuits  until  1896,  when  Dr.  Westfall 
sold  his  interest  in  the  store  and  went  to 
Kirksville.  Missouri,  where  he  took  up  the 
study  of  osteopathy,  pursuing  a  full  course 
in  the  college  there.  He  was  graduated 
in  1898  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Osteopathy,  and  immediately  lo- 
cated for  practice  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, being  the  first  osteopath  in  Henry 
county.  He  settled  here  at  a  time 
when  practically  little  was  known  of  os- 
teopathy n  tliis  section,  and  had  to  over- 
come the  usual  prejudices  and  opposition, 
but  the  scientific  principles  which  underlie 
his  work  and  its  practical  results  soon 
demonstrated  its  value  to  the  public,  and 
he  has  built  up  a  satisfactory  practice,  and 
has  become  a  successful  exponent  of  this 
science,  his  patronage  now  rapidly  increas- 
ing. Osteopathy  is  a  comparatively  new 
departure  in  the  healing  art.  but  it  is  based 
upon  a  most  comprehensive  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  anatomy  and  of  other  scien- 
tific principles,  and  its  utility  in  checking 
the  ravages  of  disease  and  in  restoring 
health  have  been  proven  so  strongly  that 
its  metliods  have  been  accepted  through- 
out the  world  and  its  worth  universally  ac- 
knowledged. Dr.  W^estfall  is  a  member  of 
the  Iowa  Osteopathic  Association,  and 
has  been  one  of  its  trustees  for  three  years. 
He  has  delivered  addresses  and  prepared 
papers  for  this  organization,  and  he  is 
now  president  of  the  Southeastern  Iowa 
Osteopathic  Association  and  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  national  association.  While 
devoting  his  time  to  his  practice,  he  is 
financially   interested    in   different   enter- 
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prises,  and  he  has  hkewise  made  invest- 
ment in  a  fine  home  on  East  Washington 
street,  and  is  now  having  a  splendid  suite 
of  rooms  prepared  for  office  purposes  in 
tlie  new  huikhng  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association. 

Dr.  \\^e.<tfall  was  married  on  the  15th  of 
Fehruary.  1883,  to  Miss  Ella  Wilson  Hen- 
dricks, of  Princeton,  Indiana,  and  they 
have  five  children :  Edgar  H.,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  high  school  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  has  been  a  student  in  the 
Iowa  W^esleyan  University ;  Ralph  Porter. 
Alma  L.,  Dale  M.  and  Vernie,  all  at  home. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  and  Dr.  Westfall 
belongs  to  Henry  Lodge,  No.  10.  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  During  the 
seven  years  of  his  residence  in  Mount 
Pleasant  he  has  won  success,  and  he  en- 
joys the  sincere  and  unqualfied  respect 
and  regard  of  those  who  differ  from  him 
in  opinions  of  practice,  as  well  as  those 
who  have  endorsed  his  methods  of  the 
healine  art. 


HON.  GEORGE  W.  SW^AILES. 

Hon.  George  W.  Swailes  is  a  man  of 
affairs,  and  one  who  has  wielded  a  wide 
influence,  his  opinions  doing  much  to 
mold  public  thought  and  action.  In  all  of 
his  public  work  he  is  actuated  by  a  spirit 
of  direct  and  immediate  serviceableness 
and  his  labors  in  behalf  of  his  town  and 
county  have  been  far-reaching  and  bene- 
ficial.    He  was  bom  in  Crawford  countv. 


Pennsylvania,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1835, 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Catherine  ( Corbett) 
Swailes,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  father  having  been  born 
in  Mercer  county.  His  death  occurred 
in  May,  1845,  and  in  July  of  the 
same  year  Mrs.  Swailes  came  to  the 
middle  west  with  her  children,  set- 
tling in  Kane  county.  Illinois.  She 
became  a  resident  of  Burlington  township, 
where  she  married  Fletcher  Orvis,  and 
there  she  made  her  home  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  1857. 

George  ^V.  Swailes  accjuired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Kane  county, 
Illinois,  and  in  1856,  when  a  young  man 
of  twenty-one  years,  came  to  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad  Company  as  a  builder  of  bridges. 
Engaged  in  railroad  work  he  was  at  dif- 
ferent times  in  Texas,  Louisiana,  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  and  when  his  labors 
had  brought  him  sufficient  capital  to  en- 
able him  to  invest  in  property,  in  the  fall 
of  1868,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  25,  Trenton  township, 
which  was  unimproved.  A  year  later  he 
sold  that  property  and  returned  to  Rome, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  by  the  rail- 
road in  getting  out  ties  and  piles,  follow- 
ing the  business  until  1894.  In  the  mean- 
time, in  1875,  he  had  again  purchased 
the  farm  which  he  originally  owned.  Fie 
conducted  a  general  store  in  Rome  for 
about  seven  years  while  he  was  in  the  rail- 
road employ.  To  his  orig-inal  farm  prop- 
erty he  added  from  time  to  time  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  about  eleven  hundred 
acres  of  very  valuable  land  on  sections  27, 
28,  29  and  33,  Trenton  township,  but  at 
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different  times  he  has  sold  portions  of  this, 
retaining  possession  of  about  seven  hun- 
dred acres,  much  of  which  Hes  on  section 
28.  He  removed  to  his  farm  on  the  nth 
of  September,  1885,  and  continued  its  cul- 
tivation and  operation  until  1902,  when 
he  rented  the  place.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  untiring  activity  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. Starting  out  in  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count when  a  young  man  he  has  depended 
entirely  upon  his  labors  and  business  ca- 
pacitv  for  the  prosperity  he  has  achieved. 
He  is  quick  to  recognize  and  utilize  a 
favorable  business  situation  and  his  perse- 
verance has  enabled  him  to  surmount 
many  difficulties  and  obstacles. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1864,  Mr.  Swailes 
was  married  to  Miss  Nancy  Dougherty, 
who  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, j\Iarch  4,  1840.  Her  parents 
came  to  Henry  county  in  1845  ^^^"^  ^^^^'^ 
she  attended  the  common  schools.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Nancy 
(Harrison)  Dougherty,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  former  having  been 
born  in  Allegheny  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swailes  have  four  children :  Catherine, 
the  wife  of  George  Basham,  a  resident  of 
Burlington,  Iowa;  Robert,  a  mailman  liv- 
ing in  Rome;  James,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Trenton  township;  and  Frank,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  in 
Rome. 

Mr.  Swailes  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
stalwart  representatives  of  democracy  in 
Henry  county.  He  is  a  leader  in  the  party 
and  his  opinions  have  carried  weight  in  its 
councils.  He  has  been  chosen  to  various 
local  offices,  serving  as  township  trustee 
and  also  as  mayor  of  Rome  and  in  1903  he 
was  called  upon  to  serve  as  the  standard 


bearer  of  his  party,  becoming  democratic 
nominee  for  the  state  legislature,  but  being 
a  strong  republican  district,  he  failed  of 
election,  although  he  ran  ahead  of  his 
ticket,  being  thirty-five  ahead  of  his  ticket 
in  the  village  of  Rome,  getting  all  but  thir- 
teen ^^otes,  which  speaks  eloquently  for 
his  personal  popularity.  He  has  also  been 
nominated  for  the  office  of  county  super- 
visor. His  fellow  townsmen  find  in  him  a 
reliable  citizen,  devoted  to  the  general 
good.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  having 
taken  the  degrees  of  the  lodge  and  chap- 
ter. A  half  century  has  passed  since  he 
first  came  to  Iowa,  and  in  that  period  he 
has  contributed  to  the  commercial,  indus- 
trial and  agricultural  development  of  his 
part  of  the  county.  At  all  times  he  stands 
for  progress,  reform  and  improvement  and 
even  those  who  differ  from  him  politically 
recog'nize  his  genuine  personal  worth. 


JACOB  HENRY  TRUMP. 

Jacob  Henry  Trump  is  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  J.  H.  Trump  &  Son, 
who  are  conducting  a  general  blacksmith 
and  wagon  repair  shop  at  Lowell.  They 
began  business  here  in  1881.  and  are  now 
the  oldest  business  men  of  the  village. 

Jacob  Henry  Trump  is  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  came  to  Henry  county  in  1847. 
casting  in  his  lot  with  the  early  settlers 
of  Center  township,  where  he  secured  a 
farm,  transforming  it  from  a  wild  tract 
of  land  into  one  of  rich  fertility.  For 
many  years  he  was  closely  identified  with 
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ag-riciiltural  interests,  remaining  upon  his 
farm  until  1881,  when  he  removed  to 
Lowell.  In  the  meantime  he  had  also  es- 
tablished and  conducted  a  blacksmith  shop, 
which  he  carried  on  in  connection  with 
general  agricultural  pursuits,  but  for  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  given  un- 
divided attention  to  his  industrial  inter- 
ests, and  is  now  associated  with  his  son 
in  the  conduct  of  a  general  blacksmith 
and  wagon  repair  shop  in  Lowell. 

The  junior  member  of  the  firm,  Ed- 
ward Trump,  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Center  tow^nship,  Henry  county, 
on  the  4th  of  IMarch,  1864,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  identified  with  his  father 
in  business.  He  was  married  on  the  15th 
of  January,  1888,  to  Miss  Jennie  E. 
Archibald,  a  daughter  of  Alva  and  Ro- 
setta  (Burk)  Archibald.  Six  children 
have  been  born  of  this  imion :  Ernest 
Norman,  who  was  born  in  September,  1 888 ; 
Rosetta,  whose  birth  occurred  August 
13,  1893,  ^^d  wdio  is  now  a  student  in  the 
home  schools ;  Alva,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 15.  1896,  and  is  also  in  school;  Al- 
bert, bom  in  1898;  and  Elmer  and  Ells- 
worth, twdns,  born  February  21,  1901. 

]\Ir.  Trump  became  an  Odd  Fellow  in 
Xew  London  in  1890,  and  has  since  been 
an  exemplary  member  of  that  order.  He 
exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  re- 
publican party,  believing  that  its  platform 
contains  the  best  elements  of  good  gov- 
ernment. In  1 901  he  was  chosen  con- 
stable and  filled  the  office  for  two  years.  His 
attention,  however,  is  largely  concentrated 
upon  his  business  affairs,  and  the  w^ork 
of  the  shop  leaves  him  little  leisure  time, 


for  he  has  now  a  good  patronage,  so  that 
the  business  returns  him  a  comfortable 
competence. 


OLIVER   JESSUP. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  younger  genera- 
tion to  appreciate  with  what  untiring  la- 
bor and  perseverance,  attended  by  mani- 
fold dangers,  our  pioneer  ancestors  pushed 
civilization  step  by  step  to  the  west.  It 
accepts  the  ease  and  comforts  of  life  today 
without  understanding  the  privation  en- 
dured to  attain  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  pioneer  was  filled  with  a  spirit  of  ad- 
venture, which  helped  him  to  endure  and 
urged  him  on  to  that  country  still  untrod- 
den by  the  white  man. 

Levi  Jessup,  father  of  Oliver  Jessup, 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  w^as  born  in  Sur- 
rey county,  North  Carolina,  in  1792,  and 
was  married  to  Jemima  Unthank.  Levi 
Jessup  and  his  wife,  who  were  Quakers, 
left  North  Carolina  for  the  new  country, 
settled  in  Hendricks  county,  Indiana,  in 
1823.  From  1824  to  183 1  he  was  clerk 
of  the  county,  and  having  changed  his 
residence  to  Danville,  he  became  state  sen- 
ator, of  Indiana,  in  183 1,  being  elected 
for  the  district  composed  of  Alorgan,  Hen- 
dricks, and  Boone  counties.  He  laid  out 
the  town  of  Plainfield  in  1832,  and  three 
years  later  removed  to  Stilesville.  where 
he  resided  for  fifteen  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time,  in  1850,  he  located  in  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  and  soon  became  identified 
with  the  leading  citizens,  representing  his 
county  in  the  state  legislature  in  1852  and 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


419 


1853.     His  death  took  place  on  March  13, 
1866,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 

OHver,  the  son  of  Levi  Jessup,  was  born 
at  Stilesville,  Indiana,  on  October  13, 
1835.  In  the  town  of  his  birth  he  received 
a  common  school  education.  In  1865  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Adams,  of  Henr}' 
county,  took  place,  the  young  couple  go- 
ing to  live  on  the  old  Jessup  homestead  in 
Jefferson  township,  Henry  county,  Iowa. 
Miss  Adams  was  born  August  8,  1844,  in 
Henry  county,  and  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  an  education  in  the  public  schools.  The 
Empire  state  was  the  ancestral  home  of 
her  parents  and  paternal  grandparents. 
On  the  13th  of  September,  1772,  Amasa 
Adams,  father  of  Amos,  was  bom  and  on 
the  14th  of  January,  1779,  occurred  the 
birth  of  Phoebe  Wentw^orth.  They  were 
married  and  their  son,  Amos  Adams, 
born  in  Wayne  county.  New  York,  on 
July  I,  18 12,  was  the  father  of  Miss 
Kate  Adams.  His  wife,  ]Miss  Betsey  L. 
Harris,  the  mother  of  Miss  Adams,  was 
born  in  New  York,  August  10,  1822.  Miss 
Harris  was  the  daughter  of  Martin  and 
Lucy  Harris.  It  is  interesting  here  to 
note  that  Mr.  Harris  was  an  Englishman 
and  one  of  the  first  believers  in  Mormon- 
ism.  He  was  married  on  July  i,  1837, 
near  Palmyra,  New  York,  and  went  to 
Salt  Lake  City  in  1843.  It  was  a  long 
and  tiresome  trip,  made  by  water,  through 
the  lakes,  Ohio  canal,  Ohio  river  and  Mis- 
sissippi river,  and  thence  overland  to  their 
destination.  Amos  Adams  settled  in  Jef- 
ferson township,  Henry  county,  Iowa,  in 
1837,  on  land  owned  by  Daniel  Hamlin, 
a  settler  of  some  years  before ;  though  ^Ir. 
Adams  was  soon  able  to  buy  a  farm  near 
there.     He  lost  his  wife  on  December  29, 


1854,  and  August  18,  1855,  married  Eliz- 
abeth Martin,  the  daughter  of  Bonum 
Martin,  an  early  settler  in  this  country. 
For  some  years  he  lived  there,  when  he 
sold  out  and  bought  another  farm  where 
he  lived  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  June 
15,    1895. 

Mr.  Oliver  Jessup  and  his  wife  lived 
on  the  old  Jessup  homestead  until  1891, 
when  they  removed  to  Washington,  Iowa, 
remaining  there  for  a  year.  In  ]\Iay,  of 
1893,  they  settled  at  W^ayland,  and  bought 
a  home.  This  was  a  small  five-room  house 
which  they  remodeled  into  a  handsome 
residence  of  nine  rooms.  At  present  it  is 
being  made  still  more  comfortable,  as  Mr. 
Jessup  is  adding  a  furnace.  Mr.  Jessup 
died  May  13,  1900,  at  his  home,  and  his 
mortal  remains  rest  with  his  parents  at 
Wayland.  To  ]\Ir.  and  \[ys.  Jessup  were 
born  five  children:  Fannie,  born  in  1866, 
and  married  John  Nichols,  and  died  on 
April  5,  1887;  Ruth,  married  Oscar  Wil- 
son, of  Scott  township;  Allen  Br,  of  Jef- 
ferson township,  who  married  Mary  Ball, 
of  Winfield,  Iowa;  Louis  D.,  born  Decem- 
ber I,  1872,  died  August  2"/,  1896;  Edith, 
born  October  15,  1877,  married  to  Mr. 
Frank  Haight,  a  carpenter,  of  \\'infield, 
Iowa,  but  having  recently  bought  a  fann 
east  of  Winfield,  will  soon  move  there. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jessup  were  devoted 
members  of  the  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  he  was  also  a  stanch  repub- 
lican, offering  to  those  who  were  associ- 
ated with  him  an  example  of  one  not  only 
having  opinions,  but  also  the  courage  to 
express  them.  ^Ir.  Jessu]T  was  a  great 
reader  and  kept  up  with  all  topics  of  the 
dav,  being  a  man  of  exceedingly  bright 
intellect. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jessup  have  been  broad 
minded  people,  and  knowing-  that  with- 
out seeing  httle  is  learned,  have  traveled 
a  g-reat  deal,  attending  the  Philadelphia 
Centennial,  the  World's  Fair,  in  Chicago; 
and  IVIrs.  Jessup  and  her  daughter,  Edith, 
attended  the  St.  Louis  Exposition,  the 
Portland  Exposition,  and  have  traveled 
through  California.  Yellowstone  Park  and 
on  the  Pacific  ocean. 


MISS  EMMA  LUCRODE. 

]\Iiss  Emma  Lucrode,  who  was  the  first 
lady  graduate  of  the  German  College  of 
Mount  Pleasant  and  has  been  actively  as 
sociated  with  the  prominent  library  inter- 
ests in  this  city,  is  a  daughter  of  Professor 
F.  B.  Lucrode,  at  one  time  professor  of 
languages  and  art  in  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University.  She  was  educated  in  the  uni- 
versity and  in  the  German  College,  com- 
pleting her  course  in  the  latter  institution 
in  the  class  of  1878  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  and  winning  the  same 
degree  in  the  same  year  from  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University.  She  \vas  after- 
wards for  six  years  a  teacher  in  the  high 
school  of  this  city  and  subsequently  was 
connected  av ith  college  work  in  southwest- 
ern Kansas  for  a  number  of  years,  but  in 
more  recent  years  has  not  been  actively 
connected  with  the  profession.  She  is  well 
known  in  Mount  Pleasant  because  of  her 
helpful  work  in  connection  with  the  librar}- 
of  this  city,  being  one  of  the  members  of 
the  first  library  board.     For  ten  years  the 


Ladies'  Library  Association  found  in  her 
a  co-operant  factor.  This  association,  to 
wdiose  efforts  is  attributable  the  present 
public  library,  had  collected  six  thousand 
volumes  when  the  public  library  movement 
was  successfully  instituted.  These  vol- 
umes they  donated  to  the  public  library 
and  also  gave  one  thousand  dollars  toward 
the  purchase  of  the  lot,  on  which  the  pres- 
ent library  now  stands.  To  this  associa- 
tion is  also  practically  due  the  credit  for 
securing  the  Carnegie  donation,  and  as 
secretaiy  Miss  Lucrode  did  much  work 
toward  procuring  the  fund.  In  1902  the 
ladies  made  the  donation  of  their  books  to 
the  free  public  library  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
an  organization  which  was  then  founded 
to  accept  the  Carnegie  donation.  Miss 
Lucrode  was  appointed  a  member  of  its 
board  of  trustees  and  also  its  secretary, 
and  she  was  active  in  circulating  the  peti- 
tition  to  present  to  the  council  to  have 
the  question  of  a  libraiy  brought  before 
tlie  people.  To  her  efforts  largely  is  due 
the  fact  that  Mount  Pleasant  has  a  splen- 
did library,  which  is  a  credit  to  the  town 
and  justly  a  matter  of  local  pride.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  the  purchasing  com- 
mittee of  the  library  from  1902  until  the 
present  time.  She  w'as  also  interested  in 
the  City  Improvement  Association,  but 
lack  of  co-operation  resulted  in  a  failure 
to  accomplish  the  work  for  which  this 
organization  was  formed.  She  has  been 
a  frequent  contributor  to  the  local  press 
and  to  the  Hazck-Eye  has  prepared  many 
articles  to  be  read  before  the  various  clubs 
of  the  city  and  is  a  writer  of  much  force, 
whose  articles  show  wide  reading  and 
thorough  familiarity  with  the  subjects 
treated. 
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FRAXZ  BERCHEM   LUCRODE. 

Franz  Berchem  Lucrode  was  born  on 
the  i6th  of  December,  1823,  and  died 
December  17.  1865,  being  but  forty-two 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise. 
His  parents  were  of  French  birth  and  went 
to  Germany  at  the  time  of  the  French  Rev- 
ohition,  there  serving  as  a  heutenant  of 
the  army  in  his  country-.  Fohowing  his 
removal  to  Germany,  he  became  comptrol- 
ler of  a  bank. 

Franz  B.  Lucrode  was  born  m  Xeuse 
on  the  Rhine  and  was  educated  in  a  Fran- 
ciscan monaster}'  of  German}-.  In  that 
countr}'  he  wedded  Miss  Wilhelmine  Jeri- 
cho, a  sister  of  Gustaf  Jericho,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page,  and  unto 
them  was  bom  a  daughter,  Augusta,  ere 
they  left  their  native  land.  Their  other 
children  were  Sophia,  Carrie  and  Emma. 
Augusta  is  now  the  wife  of  \\\  B.  Fix- 
ley  and  resides  in  Scannon,  Kansas.  So- 
phia is  the  wife  of  Charles  Clawson,  of 
Mount  Pleasant.  Carrie  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Tovrea,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Airs. 
Lucrode  died  Februar}'   15.   1906. 

On  coming  to  America,  ]\Ir.  Lucrode 
located  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  where  his  at- 
tention was  given  to  art.  He  had  been 
educated  as  a  painter  and  had  received  lib- 
eral instruction  along  other  lines.  Fol- 
lowing his  removal  to  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  he 
accepted  the  chair  of  professorship  of  mod- 
em languages  and  art  in  the  Iowa  ^^"es- 
leyan  L^niversity.  His  health  failing  him* 
he  sought  a  change  of  climate  and  went 
to  Jackson,  IMissouri,  where  he  became 
quartermaster  in  the  L'nion  Army,  being 
stationed  at  Cape  Girardeau.  Following 
the  close  of  hostilities,   still  in  search  of 


health,  he  prepared  to  go  to  Florida,  but 
returned  to  ]\Iount  Pleasant  on  a  visit  and 
died  here,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
city  cemeteiy.  He  was  a  man  of  superior 
scholarly  attainments  and  was  offered  the 
presidency  of  the  Iowa  W'esleyan  Univer- 
sity. He  entertained  strong  religious 
views,  although  connected  with  no  church. 
He  had  high  ideals  of  life  and  stood  as  a 
high  type  of  American  manhood,  encour- 
aging all  that  tended  to  intellectual  prog- 
ress and  moral  culture.  In  his  lifetime  the 
people  of  his  communit}'  recognized  his 
merit,  rejoiced  in  his  advancement  and  in 
the  honors  to  which  he  attained  and  since 
his  death  have  cherished  his  memory.  He 
was  a  man  of  channing  personality,  of 
broad  intellectual  culture  and  these  qauli- 
ties  combined  with  the  purity  of  his  public 
and  private  life,  with  his  quiet  dignity, 
made  him  an  ideal  follower  of  his  calling". 


HENRY  JACKSON  HUDDLESTON. 

Henry  Jackson  Huddleston,  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Trenton  township,  was 
born  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  March 
16,  1856,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Harriet 
(Cook)  Huddleston  and  a  grandson  of 
Anthony  Huddleston,  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  and  was 
there  reared.  After  reaching  maturity  he 
married  ]\Iiss  Harriet  Cook,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  the}'  remained  residents  of  Han- 
cock county  until  1867,  when  the}-  re- 
moved to  McDonough  county,  settling  in 
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LeMoyne  township,  where  the  father  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  until  his  death, 
whicii  occurretl  in  June.  1902.  His  widow 
stin  survives  him  and  is  now  residing  at 
Tennessee,    McDonough   county,    IlHnois. 

Henry  Jackson  Huddleston  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  six 
sons  and  four  daughters.  He  made  his 
home  w^ith  his  parents  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  when  he  came  to  Henry 
county  and  worked  in  the  timber  for  the 
lirm  of  Ketchum  Brothers  for  about  ten 
years.  He  w^as  next  employed  by  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  five  years  and  in  the  spring  of 
1902  he  began  farming  on  a  tract  of  land 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  acres  on 
section  29,  Trenton  township,  owned  by  P. 
J.  Crawford.  The  house  is  situated  on 
section  29,  while  the  land  extends  to  sec- 
tions 30,  31  and  T,2.  Here  Mr.  Huddles- 
ton  carries  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  also  raises  draft  horses  and  cat- 
tle. He  raises  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
head  of  hogs  per  year  and  is  doing  an  ex- 
cellent business  as  a  stock  dealer,  while 
sixty  acres  of  the  land  is  in  timber,  and  in 
addition  to  good  tracts  of  pasture  land 
there  are  well  tilled  fields,  from  which  he 
annually   gathers   good   harvests. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1881,  Mr. 
Huddleston  was  married  to  Miss  Ollie 
Churchill,  who  was  born  in  Alexis,  Hen- 
derson county,  Illinois,  and  attended 
school  in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  whither 
she  came  when  about  five  years  of  age 
with  her  parents,  Horace  and  Margaret 
(Brown)  Churchill,  who  were  natives  of 
Illinois.  Unto  Air.'  and  Mrs.  Huddles- 
ton have  been  bom  three  daughters  and 
two  sons.     Ora  P.,  born   September   10, 


1883,  is  now  the  wife  of  Allen  Beaber,  of 
Tippecanoe  township.  Edna  May,  born 
September  26,  1884,  is  the  wife  of  Ira 
Messer,  of  Trenton  township.  Alma  B., 
born  June  12,  1890,  is  at  home.  William 
Bryan,  born  November  17,  1896,  and  Roy 
Leslie,  born  December  22,  1900,  are  also 
w^ith  their  parents.  Mr.  Huddleston  votes 
with  the  democracy,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellow^s  Lodge,  No.  57,  at  Trenton, 
Iowa.  He  has  worked  earnestly  and  en- 
ergetically and  whatever  success  he  has 
achieved  is  attributable  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts,  for  he  has  received  no  pecuniary 
assistance  during  his  business  career,  but 
has  worked  his  way  upward  through  de- 
termined will  and  force  of  character. 


SIDNEY  SYLVESTER  CASE. 

On  the  list  of  representative  business 
men  of  Mount  Pleasant  appears  the  name 
of  S.  S.  Case,  who  from  1902  until  De- 
cember, 1905,  successfully  conducted  a 
hard-ware  store.  He  is  one  of  the  native 
sons  of  loAva  and  possesses  the  enterpris- 
ing spirit  wdiich  has  been  the  dominant 
factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  middle 
w^est.  His  birth  occurred  in  Clinton  coun- 
ty, this  state,  January  5,  1862,  his  parents 
being  Separate  and  Samantha  E.  (Bach- 
eler)  Case.  The  father  was  bom  near 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  when  eight  years 
of  ag-e  came  to  Iowa  wnth  his  parents,  the 
family  home  being  established  in  Clinton 
county,  where  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
farm  work.     He  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
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trict  schools  and  in  the  pubHc  schools  of 
Charlotte.  Iowa.  Following  his  mar- 
riage he  remo^'ed  to  Benton  county,  this 
state,  where  for  many  years  he  followed 
farming-,  but  about  three  years  ago  he 
sold  his  property  there  and  went  to  live 
with  his  son  at  Belle  Plain.  Iowa,  his 
death  there  occurring-  in  1903.  He  voted 
with  the  republican  party  and  filled  the 
office  of  road  supervisor  in  Benton 
county.  At  all  times  he  was  a  loyal,  pub- 
lic-spirited and  prog-ressive  citizen  and  re- 
liable business  man.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
held  membership  in  the  Methodist  church 
and  were  true  to  its  teachings.  Mrs.  Case 
was  born  in  Vermont,  the  family  home  be- 
ing in  the  shadows  of  the  Green  moun- 
tains, and  she  came  to  Iowa  when  a 
maiden  of  eigiit  summers.  She,  too. 
passed  away,  and  the  husband  and  wife 
now  rest  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at 
Blairstown,  Benton  county.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Case  were  born  six  children : 
S.  S.,  of  this  review;  Lemuel  G.,  who 
married  Louisa  Mohler  and  resides  in 
Belle  Plain,  Iowa;  E.  P.,  deceased;  C.  C. 
who  married  Miss  Bert  Nicholson  and  is 
living  in  Mount  Pleasant ;  Cora,  the  de- 
ceased wife  of  Frank  Davis,  of  Blairs- 
towai,  Iowa ;  and  Nora,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Erhard,  also  of  Blairstown. 

S.  S.  Case  is  indebted  to  the  public- 
school  system  of  Blairstown  for  the  edu- 
cational privileges  he  enjoyed.  He 
worked  upon  his  father's  farm  until  twen- 
ty years  of  age,  after  which  he  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade  in  Mount  Pleasant,  fol- 
lowing that  pursuit  for  four  years  as  jour- 
neyman. He  afterward  established  a  shop 
of  his  own,  on  East  Monroe  street,  which 
he  conducted  successfully  for  twelve  years. 


or  until  1902.  when  he  sold  to  his  brother, 
and  purchased  a  fine  hardware  store  at 
No.  113  Jefferson  street,  and  successfully 
conducted  this  business  until  selling  out  in 
December,  1905.  He  carried  a  large  line 
of  hardware  and  stoves ;  in  fact,  had  the 
most  extensive  stock  of  goods  of  this 
character  in  the  city.  He  received  a  lib- 
eral patronage  because  of  his  honorable 
methods  and  earnest  desire  to  please  his 
customers,  combined  with  his  reasonable 
prices. 

On  the  2d  of  May.  1888.  Mr.  Case  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Leona  Vor- 
hies.  a  daughter  of  Levi  Vorhies.  She 
was  born  May  12.  1869.  in  Indiana,  and 
was  educated  in  Howe's  academy,  at 
Mount  Pleasant.  Iowa.  Her  parents  came 
to  this  state,  settling  in  Henry  county 
when  she  was  about  eight  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Vorhies  was  a  wagonmaker  by  trade, 
conducting  a  shop  in  Indiana,  but  follow- 
ing his  removal  to  Iowa  he  devoted  his 
energies  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  ex- 
ercised his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican 
party,  and  fraternally  he  was  an  Odd 
Fellow.  He  died  December  2^,  1904.  in 
Merrimac.  Iowa,  where  his  widow  still 
resides.  In  their  family  were  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  five  are  living:  Albert,  a 
resident  of  L^rbana,  Illinois  ;  Addison,  who 
is  living  in  Burlington,  Iowa ;  Charles,  a 
resident  of  Nebraska;  Frank,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Merrimac,  Iowa ;  and  Leona, 
now  Mrs.  Case.  Unto  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  been  bom  three  children. 
Chloe,  who  was  born  May  20,  1889,  in 
Burlington,  has  completed  the  course  in 
the  common  schools,  and  is  now  pursuing 
a  business  course  in   Antrim's   Business 
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College.  Linn,  born  April  14,  1897,  is 
in  school.  Emmet,  born  February  18. 
1900,  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Case  has  always  been  a  democrat 
in  his  political  views,  and  upon  that  ticket 
was  chosen  and  served  as  alderman  of 
the  city  for  two  years.  He  is  an  Odd 
Fellow,  has  passed  all  of  the  chairs,  and  is 
now  serving  as  treasurer  of  his  lodge. 
He  likewise  J^elongs  to  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  in  Avhich  he  has 
filled  all  of  the  offices.  The  family  home 
is  at  No.  311  East  Monroe  street,  where 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Case  are  comfortably  situ- 
ated in  life.  Without  special  advantages 
or  pecuniary  assistance  to  aid  him  in  the 
outset  of  his  career,  Mr.  Case  has  steadily 
and  gradually  worked  his  way  upward  in 
financial  affairs,  and  is  today  a  leading 
resident  of  Mount  Pleasant. 


PHILIP  WIDEMAN. 

Philip  Wideman,  deceased,  who  at  one 
time  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  busi- 
ness circles  of  Wayland  and  at  his  death 
left  an  untarnished  name  and  a  record  of 
an  active  and  honorable  business  career, 
was  born  near  Hamburg,  Gennany,  on 
the  1st  of  June.  18 17.  He  attended  school 
in  his  native  land  until  about  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  in  life 
on  his  own  account,  learning  the  carpen- 
ter's and  cabinet-maker's  trades.  He  fol- 
lowed those  pursuits  for  a  few  years  in  his 
native  country  and  then  in  1834,  when  a 
youth  of  seventeen  years,  he  crossed  the 


Atlantic.  He  had  heard  favorable  reports 
concerning  the  advantages  and  privileges 
of  the  United  States  and  resolved  to  test 
the  truth  of  these  reports  by  coming  to 
the  new  world  and  seeking  his  fortune  here. 
Accordingly  when  the  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic  was  ended  he  located  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  accompanied  on  the  trip 
by  his  mother  and  sister  (the  father  hav- 
ing died  in  Germany),  and  the  family 
home  was  established  near  Pittsburg.  Not 
long  afterward,  however,  Philip  Wideman 
made  his  way  from  the  Keystone  state  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade  to  some  extent  and  afterward 
learned  the  trade  of  a  saddle  tree  maker, 
being  thus  engaged  in  St.  Louis  until  he 
returned  to  Pittsburg. 

Philip  Wideman  was  twice  married,  the 
first  wife's  name  being  Ellen  Zergeng- 
heim.  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  volunteer  in  the  Nineteenth 
Regiment  of  the  Civil  war,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twentyfour  years.  Ellen  C, 
the  wife  of  Frank  Edworthy,  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Iowa,  were  the  children  of 
this  union. 

In  August,  1850,  Mr.  Wideman  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Barr, 
who  was  born  in  Alleghany  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  that  state.  She  is,  however,  of 
Scotch  descent,  her  paternal  grandparents, 
Robert  and  Mai-y  (Stevenson)  Barr,  were 
both  natives  of  Scotland  and  their  son, 
James  Barr,  father  of  Mrs.  Wideman,  was 
also  born  in  that  country.  In  his  youth, 
however,  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  the  new  world  and  was  married  in 
Pennsyh-ania  to  Miss  Mary  Smith,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Cumberland  county.  Her 
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parents  were  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Wal- 
lace) Smith,  both  natives  of  the  Keystone 
state.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wideman 
were  born  eight  children :  David  C,  now 
living  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri ;  James 
M.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  harness  busi- 
ness in  Wayland,  Iowa,  and  is  represented 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  Jennie,  the  wife  of 
C.  C.  Schantz,.  also  of  Wayland;  Mar- 
garet, the  wife  of  Frank  Arthurd,  a  resi- 
dent of  Chillicothe,  Missouri;  Leroy,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  tw^enty-one  years ;  Sarah 
J.  and  Ann,  twins,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years;  and  Elmer,  who  passed  aw^ay 
at  the  age  of  two  years  and  nine  months. 
Not  long  after  his  marriage  Philip 
Wideman  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
remained  for  more  than  two  years,  w^hen 
in  the  spring  of  1853  he  disposed  of  his 
store  there  and  came  to  Iowa,  settling  first 
in  Burlington,  wdiere  he  conducted  a  gro- 
cery business  until  1857.  He  then  again 
sold  out  and  removed  to  Talleyrand,  Keo- 
kuk county,  where  he  conducted  a  general 
store  and  also  dealt  in  drugs,  remaining 
in  that  place  until  1865.  He  then  traded 
his  business  for  a  farm  property  in  Wash- 
ington county,  where  he  lived  for  a  year 
and  then  sold  his  farm  and  removed  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  where  he  re- 
sumed business  as  a  druggist,  conducting 
his  store  with  fair  success  until  the  fall 
of  1 87 1,  W'hen  he  came  to  Marshall,  now 
Wayland.  Here  he  established  a  drug- 
store, which  he  conducted  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  22d  of 
October,  1880,  after  wdiich  his  widow  and 
the  children  carried  on  the  business  for 
seven  years.  Mr.  Wideman  owned  his 
store  property  and  his  residence,  but  since 


his  death  his  widow  has  sold  the  store.  She 
yet  owns,  however,  two  houses  on  Wash- 
ington street,  where  she  now  makes  her 
home.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  Mr. 
Wideman  was  acting  as  postmaster,  which 
position  he  had  filled  for  many  years.  His 
daughter  Margaret  was  afterward  ap- 
pointed to  the  position  and  acted  in  that 
capacity  until  1887.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Wideman  was  a  stalwart  republican, 
unfaltering  in  his  support  of  the  party  and 
he  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  When  called  to  his  final  rest 
Wayland  lost  one  of  its  enterprising  busi- 
ness men  and  one  whose  success  in  com- 
mercial life  was  attributable  entirely  to 
his  own  efforts.  Starting  out  to  earn  his 
own  living  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  worked  his  way  upward,  brook- 
ing no  obstacles  that  could  be  overcome 
by  determined  and  earnest  purpose.  He 
fully  realized  the  obligations  of  citizen- 
ship and  of  business  life  and  felt  that  the 
business  enterprise  should  be  a  source  of 
public  service  as  w^ell  as  of  individual 
profit.  He  maintained  a  high  standard  of 
conduct  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
which  he  entertained,  and  at  all  times  en- 
joyed the  trust  and  respect  of  his  fel- 
low men. 


CYRUS  A.  BOAL. 

C.  A.  Boal  has  spent  all  his  life  in  Plenry 
county  and  is  numbered  among  its  old  set- 
tlers. His  birth  occurred  in  Trenton  town- 
ship. May  7.  1856,  his  parents  being 
Robert    and    Lydia    A.     (Foster)     Boal. 


426 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


They  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  horn  in  i82().  and  the  mother  in 
1834.  Removing  to  Ohio  with  his  parents 
in  his  hoyhood  days,  Robert  Boal  was 
there  reared,  and  in  1854  he  removed  from 
Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  to  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  setthng  upon  a  tract  of  land 
in  Trenton  township,  and  after  a  few 
years  moved  to  Wayne  township,  where 
he  actively  carried  on  farm  work  until  his 
sons  were  old  enough  to  relieve  liim  of 
the  care  of  the  fields,  after  which  he  gave 
his  attention  to  work  at  his  trade  as  a 
stone  mason.  He  long  supported  the  Re- 
pul'lican  party  and  for  many  years  served 
on  the  school  board  and  was  also  township 
clerk  for  two  tenns.  His  interest  in  the 
community  was  deep. and  sincere,  and  he 
did  everything  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  work  of  public  progress  along  lines  of 
permanent  improvement.  He  was  a  ]\Ia- 
son,  holding  membership  at  ^^'ayhnd,  and 
he  and  his  estimable  wife  were  members 
of  the  jMethodist  Episcopal  church,  taking 
an  active  and  helpful  part  in  its  work. 
He  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school and  was  zealous  in  his  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  Christian  education 
among  the  youth,  realizing  the  truth  of  the 
old  adage,  "Train  a  child  up  in  the  way 
he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will 
not  depart  therefrom."  An  honorable  and 
useful  life  was  ended,  when,  in  188 1,  Rob- 
ert Boal  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  He 
was  survived  for  some  years  by  his  wife. 
who  passed  away  March  8,  1893,  and  was 
held  in  equally  high  regard  and  esteem  in 
the  community.  In  their  family  were  six 
children,  of  whom  four  are  now  lix'ing: 
C.  A.,  of  this  review;  George  A.,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Wertemberger  and  re- 


sides in  W^ayne  township ;  Nevada,  the 
wife  of  W.  B.  Lyons,  of  Wyoming;  and 
Clara,  the  wife  of  John  Seay,  of  Indian- 
ola,  Iowa.  One  child  died  in  infancy  and 
one  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

C.  A.  Boal  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Wayne  tow^nship,  and  when  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  of  age  started  out  in  life  on 
his  own  account,  \Aorking  by  the  month 
as  a  farm  hand.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years  he  rented  a  farm  in  Marion 
township  and  has  since  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits,  with  the  re- 
sult that  his  labors  have  gained  him  his 
present  position. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  1882,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Boal  and  ]\Iiss 
Dolly  Anderson,  who  was  born  May  12, 
1862,  in  ]\Iarion  township,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (  Sprague)  Anderson. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  1844  came 
to  Iowa,  settling  at  Mount  Pleasant  upon 
the  site  of  the  university.  His  home  Avas 
in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest  tract  and 
he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  rejidents  of 
the  community,  who  aided  in  replacing 
the  natural  conditions  of  the  tract  by  the 
evidences  of  an  advanced  civilization.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  a  republican  in  his  political 
\'iews  and  for  many  years  followed  farm- 
ing in  Marion  township.  He  now  makes 
his  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boal,  and  is 
the  oldest  man  in  the  township,  having 
attained  the  age  of  ninety  years.  His  wife, 
who  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  and  who  w'as  born  in  1822, 
died  in  Kansas,  January  6,  1887,  her  re- 
mains being  interred  in  Floral  cemetery  in 
that  state.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  were 
parents  of  twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom 
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reached  adult  age,  namely :  Ann,  now  the 
wife  of  Joel  Ogg,  of  Alount  Pleasant; 
David,  who  married  Lizzie  Hull,  of  Ma- 
rion township ;  Serena,  the  wife  of  James 
Van  Osdel,  of  Kansas;  Joseph,  who  mar- 
ried Martha  Van  Osdel;  Emily,  wife  of 
John  Van  Osdel ;  William,  who  wedded 
IMattie  Thompson,  of  this  county;  Cor- 
nelius, who  married  Clara  Shepherd  and 
is  living  in  Dexter,  Iowa;  James,  who 
married  Ollie  Carter,  of  Henry  county; 
Alfred,  who  wedded  Effie  Carter  and  lives 
in  this  county;  >\Irs.  Boal,  of  this  review, 
and  Carrie,  the  wife  of  Leonard  Thomp- 
son. The  eldest  brother  of  the  family, 
David  Anderson,  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Union  army,  enlisting  in  1861  in  the 
Fourth  Iowa  Cavalr}',  with  which  he 
served  throughout  the  period  of  hostili- 
ties and  was  once  wounded  in  the  neck. 

Mr.  Boal  has  always  been  an  earnest 
advocate  of  republican  principles,  sup- 
porting the  party  since  age  gave  to  him 
the  right  of  franchise.  He  was  also 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  would  not 
qualify,  as  he  does  not  desire  office  as  a 
reward  for  party  fealty.  He  belongs  to 
the  Odd  Fellows  society,  holding  mem- 
bership in  Swedesburg  Lodge,  No.  347, 
and  the  encampment  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  he  has  passed  all  of  the  chairs  in  the 
local  lodge.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
devoted  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as 
steward.  Having  no  children  of  their 
own,  they  have  adopted  a  son,  Foster 
Boal,  who  was  born  November  26,  1889. 
Mr.  Boal's  success  in  life  is  attributable 
to  his  own  efforts.  He  is  a  genial  and 
pleasant  man,  and  his  wife  possesses  many 
excellent  qualities,  so  that  they  are  highly 


esteemed  in  the  community  where  they 
reside.  He  is  a  well  read  man,  keeping 
informed  on  the  questions  of  general  in- 
terest of  the  day,  and  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed  in  Henry  county,  where  he 
is  numbered  among  the  worthy  early 
settlers. 


PETER  ANDERSON. 

Peter  Anderson,  proprietor  of  the  only 
exclusive  furniture  and  undertaking  es- 
tablishment in  W'infield,  was  born  in 
Skone,  Sweden,  on  the  9th  of  November, 
1859,  his  parents  being  Andrus  Hokan- 
son  and  Helen  Larson,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Sweden.  In  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  land  Mr.  Anderson  acquired 
his  education  and  remained  a  resident  of 
Sweden  until  1880,  when  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  came  to  the  new 
world.  He  had  heard  favorable  reports 
concerning  business  opportunities  in  this 
country  and  believing  that  he  might  more 
rapidly  secure  advancement  in  business 
life  across  the  water,  he  sailed  for  New 
York,  taking  up  his  abode  in  the  city  of 
W'estchester,  in  the  Empire  state.  He 
learned  the  stove  molder's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  two  years  and  then  turned 
his  attention  to  bridge  building  on  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Ouincy  Railroad. 
He  has  also  had  charge  of  the  bridges  and 
buildings  for  twenty  years  for  the  Bur- 
lington &  Northwestern,  and  the  Burling- 
ton &  Western  Railroad,  now  a  part  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
system.     In  these  connections  much  re- 


128 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


sponsibility  was  attached  to  his  work  and 
he  proved  ever  capable  and  rehable.  On 
the  I  St  of  October,  1904.  he  became  iden- 
tified with  commercial  pursuits  in  Win- 
field  as  the  successor  of  D.  E.  Eicher,  be- 
coming proprietor  of  a  furniture  and  un- 
dertakins:  establishment  at  \\'infield, 
which  is  the  only  exclusive  store  of  this 
kind  in  the  city.  He  carries  a  carefully 
selected  line  of  furniture  such  as  is  in 
demand  by  a  general  patronage,  and  his 
trade  is  constantly  growing.  He  also 
handles  the  New  Home  sewing  machine 
and  a  general  line  of  house  furnishings. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Western  School 
of  Embalming  at  Chicago,  also  a  regis- 
tered embalmer  b}-  the  Iowa  State  Board 
of  Health,  and  is  therefore  well  equipped 
to  carry  on  the  undertaking  department 
of  his  business. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1893,  Mr.  Ander- 
son was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Selma 
S.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Kalmar 
Lan,  Sweden,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1867, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  O.  F.  Johnson.  This 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren, but  Ruth  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are:  Ivar  F.,  Ellen  L.,  and 
Minnie. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  a  valued  representa- 
tive of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Ma- 
sonic fraternities,  and  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America.  His  study  of  the  po- 
litical issues,  questions  and  situations  of 
the  country  has  led  him  to  give  his  support 
to  the  Republican  party  since  becoming 
a  naturalized  American  citizen  and  al- 
though he  has  never  sought  ofiice  he  is  as 
loyal  to  the  interests  of  America  as  any 
native  born  son.  He  has  never  had  oc- 
casion to  regret  his  determination  to  come 


to  the  new  world,  for  here  he  has  found 
the  business  opportunities  he  sought, 
which,  by  the  way,  are  always  open  to 
ambitious  young  men,  and  by  reason  of 
his  resolute  purpose,  close  application, 
and  indefatigable  energy  he  has  made 
steady  advancement  and  is  today  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  substantial  and  thor- 
oughly reliable  citizens  of  Winfield. 


WATSON  BRAZELTON  PORTER. 

Watson  Brazelton  Porter,  the  eldest 
son  of  Col.  A.  B.  Porter,  and  grandson 
of  Gen.  Samuel  Brazelton,  two  of  the 
pioneers  of  Iowa,  was  born  in  Vermilion 
county,  Illinois,  in  1836,  and  was  brought 
when  six  months  old  by  his  parents  and 
grandparents  to  Henry  county. 

He  has  spent  his  life  here  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Howe's  Academy  and  Knox  Col- 
lege, of  Galesburg,  Illinois.  He  was  ap- 
pointed a  cadet  to  the  Military  Academy 
at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and  took  the 
examination,  but  on  account  of  a  defect 
in  the  sight  of  one  eye  could  not  finish  the 
course  to  fit  him  for  naval  service.  He 
was  afterward  employed  in  his  father's 
dry  goods  store.  When  the  Civil  War 
broke  out  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist 
as  a  private  in  Company  F,  First  Regiment 
of  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  elected  colot 
bearer;  was  in  the  memorable  battle  of 
W^ilson's  Creek,  where  General  Nathaniel 
Lyon  fell,  and  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
hard-fought  battles  of  the  Civil  war.  In 
this  engagement  "W^at,"  as  he  was  called 
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by  his  comrades,  showed  undaunted  brav- 
ery and  won  the  praise  of  the  regiment  by 
his  fearlessness  and  courage,  inspiring 
others  to  deeds  as  loyal  in  support  of  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  that  he  held  aloft 
through  the  thickest  of  that  hard-fought 
battle,  and  glorying  in  their  well  won  vic- 
tory. The  old  flag  he  carried  is  now 
among  the  trophies  at  Des  Moines.  On 
the  return  home  the  Fourth  Regiment  of 
Iowa  Cavalry  was  formed  and  he  was 
elected  first  lieutenant  of  Company  C,  of 
that  regiment,  and  afterward  was  made 
captain.  He  was  with  the  regiment  until 
1863,  when  his  health  failed  and  he  re- 
signed. In  1880  he  married  Harriet  Mc- 
Donald, who  died  in  1897.  Two  daugh- 
ters are  living, — Longenia,  who  is  a  teach- 
er in  the  public  schools  of  Mt.  Pleasant ; 
and  Julia,  a  journalist,  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Republican. 


JOHN  D.  MOORE. 

John  D.  Moore,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  with  a 
well  improved  property  in  Marion  town- 
ship, was  born  at  French  Grove,  near 
Brimfield,  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1868,  his  parents  being  Jacob 
H.  and  Martha  (Reed)  Moore.  The 
father  was  born  in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  near 
Cincinnati,  in  1845,  ^"^1  the  mother's  birth 
occurred  in  Virginia  in  1847.  ^'^  ^^^ 
childhood  Jacob  H.  Moore  went  with  his 
parents  to  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  and 
still  lives  upon  a  farm  there,  having  for 


many  years  devoted  his  attention  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits,  but  at  the  pres- 
ent time  he  is  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest, 
having  retired  from  active  farm  labor.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternities,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  while  in  his  political 
views  he  is  a  Prohibitionist.  His  frater- 
nal, church,  and  political  relations  indicate 
the  character  of  the  man,  showing  that  he 
is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  righteousness, 
truth  and  those  principles  which  tend  to 
the  development  of  high  moral  character. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  well  known 
and  greatly  respected  in  Peoria  county. 
In  their  family  were  fi\'e  children :  John 
D.,  of  this  review;  Alary,  the  wife  of 
George  Reed,  a  resident  of  Washington, 
Iowa;  Angus,  who  is  upon  the  home  farm 
with  his  parents ;  Frank,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  Newell,  who  is  also  upon  the 
home  farm  in  Illinois. 

John  D.  IMoore  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  county  and 
in  Sterling  (Illinois)  Business  College, 
where  he  was  well  equipped  for  life's  prac- 
tical and  responsible  duties.  On  putting 
aside  his  text-books  he  rented  a  farm  in 
Peoria  county  and  there  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  general  agricultural  pursuits  for 
two  years.  On  the  17th  of  December, 
1890,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie 
Brown,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Brimfield, 
Peoria  county,  Illinois,  November  6,  1876, 
her  parents  being  John  V.  and  Ella  (Moss) 
Brown.  The  father  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
died  September  26,  1882,  at  the  age  of 
forty  years,  while  the  moriier's  birth  oc- 
curred in  Derbyshire.  England.  Decemter 
15,   1850,  and  she  passed  away  April  17, 
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1894.  She  had  l^een  brought  to  America 
by  her  parents  when  thirteen  years  of  age. 
At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Brown 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  aid,  en- 
listing on  the  _'5th  of  May,  1861,  in  the 
Seventeenth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantiy, 
from  which  he  was  honorably  discharged 
June  4,  1864,  after  the  expiration  of  his 
three  years'  terms.  On  the  nth  of  Octo- 
ber following,  however,  he.  re-enlisted  as 
a  private  of  Company  D,  Eighth  Regiment 
of  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  was  discharged 
October  10,  1865.  The  last  time  he  went 
to  the  war  as  a  substitute  for  ]\Irs.  J.  H* 
Moore's  uncle,  who  gave  him  five  hundred 
dollars.  Air.  Brown  ^\•as  a  strong  repub- 
lican, unfaltering  in  his  advocacy  of  the 
principles  of  the  party,  and  he  and  his 
^\•ife  held  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church,  and  he  also  affiliated  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In  his 
family  were  se\-en  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living:  Nettie,  now  the  wife  of  John 
D.  Moore;  Fra;ices,  the  wife  of  E.  ]\I. 
Tinkham,  who  is  living  in  Vinton.  Iowa; 
Gertrude,  the  wife  of  Irvin  Bragg,  of 
Brimfield,  Illinois;  Roberta,  the  wife  of 
John  Lorenz,  of  Vinton,  Iowa;  Charles, 
who  is  living  in  Peoria,  Illinois;  Delia, 
the  wife  of  Fred  Kinear,  also  of  Peoria, 
and  Fred,  who  makes  his  home  in  Aurora, 
Illinois. 

In  March,  1894.  John  D.  Moore  came 
to  Henry  county  and  located  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
acres  on  section  25,  Marion  township. 
The  place  is  known  as  Cedar  Croft,  and 
is  one  of  the  well  improved  properties  of 
this  part  of  the  county.  He  also  owns 
eighty  acres  of  farm  land  in  Canada  and 
he  operates   one  hundred   and   thirtv-two 


acres  of  land  belonging  to  his  father  in 
]\Iarion  township.  He  is  an  enterprising 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  has  produced 
some  of  the  best  crops  raised  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  In  1905  he  won  at  the 
corn  show  at  Mt.  Pleasant  the  first  prize, 
ten  dollars,  for  the  most  perfect  ear  of 
corn ;  the  second  prize,  two  dollars  and  a 
half,  for  the  ten  heaviest  ears  of  corn; 
the  twelfth  prize  of  two  dollars  and  a 
half  for  the  best  ear  of  white  corn ;  the 
twenty-first  prize  of  a  dollar  and  a  half 
for  the  ten  best  ears  of  yellow  corn.  The 
ear  of  corn  which  won  him  the  ten-dollar 
prize  was  sold  at  the  fair  for  five  dollars. 
Mr.  Aloore  bought  the  ten  best  ears  of 
yellow  corn  that  were  on  exhibition,  for 
which  he  paid  four  and  one-half  dollars. 
In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  the  fields, 
Mr.  Moore  is  also  engaged  in  stock-rais- 
ing, and  has  a  large  herd  of  fine  cattle  and 
good  horses.  He  has  large  and  substan- 
tial barns  upon  his  place,  good  com  cribs, 
a  windmill,  a  deep  well  and  other  improve- 
ments. His  house  is  commodious  and 
attractive  and  the  farm  forms  one  of  the 
pleasing  features  of  the  landscape. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  have  been 
born  tw^o  children:  Howard  O.,  born  in 
Peoria  county,  May  8,  1893,  and  Angus 
E.,  born  in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  Septem- 
ber 16,  1899.  Mr.  ]\Ioore  votes  wnth  the 
democracy,  and  is  a  meml^er  of  Henry 
lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  fraternity  and  the  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  Camp  No.  625.  He  is 
a  good  business  man.  who  has  made  con- 
tinuous advancement  since  he  started  out 
in  life  on  his  own  account.  He  is  still  a 
young  man,  and  his  enterprise  and  ambi- 
tion promise  well  for  the  future. 
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FRANK  T.    STEVENS,   M.   D.  CHARLES  WILBUR  LUTE. 


Dr.  Frank  T.  Stevens  was  born  in  Wis- 
consin on  the  4th  of  March,  1867,  and  is 
the  son  of  H.  G.  and  Jane  (Campbell) 
Stevens.  The  parents  were  natives  of  New 
York,  the  father's  birth  having  occurred 
in  St.  Lawrence  county  in  1830,  while  his 
wife  was  born  in  Troy.  He  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  and  when  eighteen  years 
of  age  emigrated  westward  to  Wiscon- 
sin, where  he  followed  building  opera- 
tions. His  political  allegiance  was  given 
to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was  a 
worthy  representative  of  industrial  in- 
terests in  the  community  in  which  he  long 
made  his  home.  His  death  occurred  in 
Wisconsin  in  1901,  and  his  widow  is  still 
living  in  that  state.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children :  Clayton  C,  who 
resides  in  California ;  Alta,  the  wife  of 
J.  M.  ]\Hller,  also  living  in  that  state; 
Emily,  who  died-  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years;  Fred,  who  was  drowned  when 
eight  years  of  age;  C.  H.,  who  is  living 
in  Wisconsin,  and  has  two  children ;  and 
Frank  T. 

Dr.  Stevens  attended  successively  the 
Eon  du  Lac  (\\'isconsin)  high  school,  the 
L'niversity  of  W^isconsin,  and  the  North- 
western L^niversity  Medical  School,  in 
Chicago,  completing  his  medical  studies 
in  Vienna,  x\ustria. 

Having  thus  qualified  for  his  profes- 
sion, he  came  to  Mount  Pleasant  in  1893, 
and  in  1898  was  made  first  assistant  in 
the  hospital,  which  position  he  has  since 
filled.  On  the  26th  of  November,  1896,  Dr. 
Stevens  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  K. 
Giffin,  a  daughter  of  N.  C.  Gifiin,  of  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wisconsin. 


Among  the  native  sons  of  Henry 
county  still  actively  identified  with  farm- 
ing interests  here  is  numbered  Charles 
Wilbur  Lute,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
township,  November  12,  1865.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Daniel  Lute,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  married  Elizabeth  Arn- 
old, of  that  state.  In  1835  he  came  to 
Iowa  and  entered  land  from  the  govern- 
ment in  Jefferson  township,  Henry  countv, 
becoming  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  timber 
land.  The  Indians  were  more  numerous 
than  the  white  men  at  that  day,  their  wig- 
wams being  seen  at  various  places  in  the 
forest  and  they  frequently  made  calls  upon 
the  settlers.  Deer  were  to  be  seen  in  large 
herds,  and  ]\Ir.  Lute  had  ample  opportu- 
nity to  indulge  in  his  love  of  hunting  and 
kept  his  table  always  supplied  with  veni- 
son. He  never  neglected  his  farming  in- 
terests, but  cleared,  cultivated  and  im- 
proved his  land,  comprising  one  hundred 
acres  which  he  transformed  into  a  good 
farm.  He  continued  a  resident  of  Iowa 
for  about  forty-two  years  and  assisted 
largely  in  the  early  development  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  He  was  on  a  visit  to 
relatives  in  Missouri  in  1887,  when  his 
death  occurred. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  mar- 
ried in  Henry  county  and  lived  for  some 
time  with  the  wife's  father.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sarah  Lute.  Charles 
Wilbur  Lute  of  this  review  Avas  reared 
by  his  grandfather  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  eleven  years  of  age  when  he 
started  out  on  his  own  account,  working 
as  a  farm  hand,  which  pursuit  he  fol- 
lowed up  to  the  time  of  his  marriage.     On 
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the  i/lh  of  June.  1888,  he  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Miss  Ehzabeth  Neff,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Jefferson  township, 
Henry  county,  and  her  education  was  ac- 
(juired  in  the  district  schools  near  her 
home.  Her  father,  George  W.  Neff,  was 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  son  of  Jacob  Neff. 
\\'hen  he  had  reached  adult  age  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Somers,  whose 
birth  occurred  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Sommers. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lute  liegan  their  domestic 
life  in  Taylor  county,  Iowa,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  farm  for  a  }-ear  ■  and  then  re- 
moved to  Washington  county,  where  he 
carried  on  general  farming  for  six  months. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  rented 
land  in  Henry  county  for  a  year,  and  in 
the  meantime  he  had  carefully  husbanded 
his  earnings  and  was  at  length  enabled  to 
purchase  a  farm,  becoming  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  five  acres  of  land  in  Wash- 
ington county.  To  this  he  added  until 
he  had  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
acres.  When  he  had  resided  for  ten  years 
upon  that  farm  he  sold  the  property  and 
invested  in  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
acres  in  Jefferson  township,  Henry  county, 
the  place  being  located  on  section  5.  It 
was  improved  when  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session and  he  took  up  his  abode  thereon 
December  6,  1890.  Here  he  devotes  his 
energies  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  the 
raising  of  the  crops  best  adapted  to  the 
climate.  He  also  raises  horses,  Polled  An- 
gus cattle,  Chester  White  hogs  and  Shrop- 
.shire  sheep,  having  some  high  grade  ani- 
mals upon  his  place.  He  annually  sells 
considerable  stock  from  his  farm  and  thus 
adds  materially  to  his  income. 

Unto   Mr.    and   ]\Irs.    Lute   have   been 


born  seven  children,  namely :  Feme,  born 
March  26,  1889;  Beulah,  December  16, 
1890;  Olive,  April  17,  1893;  George  W., 
September  27,  1895 ;  Florence,  December 
27,  1897;  Mattie  S.,  May  31,  1902;  and 
Geneva  M.,  July  28,  1905.  The  parents 
are  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this 
section  of  the  state  where  they  have  long 
resided.  Mr.  Lute  votes  with  the  repub- 
lican party.  He  is  entirely  a  self-made 
man,  for  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  years 
he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account 
without  capital.  He  possessed,  however, 
willingness  to  work  and  strong  determi- 
nation and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  he 
has  labored  persistently  and  energetically, 
overcoming  all  the  difficulties  and  ob- 
stacles in  his  path  by  his  strong  and  de- 
termined purpose.  He  now  has  a  good 
farm  and  the  careful  management  of  his 
agricultural  interests  results  in  bringing 
him  the  necessities  and  many  of  the  com- 
forts of  life. 


CLARENCE  SCHAFFNER. 

Clarence  Schaffner,  one  of  the  pros- 
perous and  prominent  farmers  of  Center 
township,  living  on  sections  5  and  6, 
where  he  owns  a  valuable  and  well  im- 
pro\-ed  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres,  is  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  born 
in  T862,  his  parents  l^eing  Solomon  and 
Henrietta  (Schwab)  Schaffner,  both  of 
\\hom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  fa- 
ther was  Ix^rn  in  18 19  and  was  about 
twenty-five  vears  of  age  when  he  came  to 
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America,  settling  first  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  whence  he  afterward  removed  to 
Cleveland.  He  was  a  merchant  at  that 
city,  but  eventually  removed  to  Chicago, 
Illinois,  where  his  last  days  were  passed. 
In  politics  he  was  a  republican,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Jewish  church.  His  death  occurred  about 
1 88 1,  while  his  wife,  who  was  born  in 
1819,  passed  away  in  1894,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years,  both  being  interred  in 
Chicago.  In  their  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  two  daughters :  Jo- 
seph, who  married  Sarah  Halle  and  li\-es 
in  Chicago ;  Xathan,  resides  in  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania;  Carrie  and  Henry,  who 
have  departed  this  life;  Abraham,  who  has 
also  passed  away;  and  Rachel,  who  is  liv- 
ing with  her  brother  Joseph  in  Chicago. 

Clarence  Schaffner  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Chicago,  and  after  put- 
ting aside  his  text-books  learned  the  trade 
of  a  book  binder  there.  He  afterward 
went  to  New  Mexico  and  to  California, 
traveling  for  about  ten  years,  and  he  spent 
three  or  four  years  at  sea,  visiting  nearly 
all  of  the  principal  ports  on  the  face  of  the 
globe,  and  gaining  a  broad  and  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  different  countries,  their 
inhabitants  and  customs.  He  sailed  from 
Liverpool  upon  a  return  voyage  to  Amer- 
ica, made  his  way  to  Chicago,  and  in  1894 
removed  to  Henry  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of 
land  on  sections  5  and  6,  Center  township. 
The  house  had  been  built,  but  he  has  made 
the  other  improvements  here,  and  now  has 
a  fine  farm  property  supplied  with  all 
modern  equipments  and  accessories.  He 
carries  on  general  farming,  meeting  with 
well  merited  success  in  his  undertakings. 


On  the  9th  of  December,  1894,  Mr. 
Schaffner  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Mc- 
Millan, who  was  born  in  1871,  upon  a 
farm  adjoining  her  husband's  property. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  ]\Iary 
(Woodworth)  McMillan.  Her  father 
died  in  February,  1905,  and  her  mother  is 
now  living  in  the  city  of  Mount  Pleasant. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  farmer,  giving  his 
life  to  those  two  pursuits.  Fraternally  he 
was  a  Mason,  being  the  eldest  representa- 
tive of  the  craft  in  Henry  county  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  His  birth  occurred  in 
iMillbrook,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  1830, 
and  he  reached  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  passing  away  in  February,  1905. 
His  father  was  a  member  of  the  Ohio  leg- 
islature, as  was  the  maternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Schaffner,  and  Joseph  McMillan, 
an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Schaffner,  was  a  soldier 
of  the  Civil  war.  The  AIcMillan  family 
was  established  in  Henry  county  at  a  A'ery 
early  day,  the  grandparents  making  the 
journey  by  team  and  wagon  from  Ohio  to 
Henry  county.  A  tract  of  land  was  cleared 
and  a  log  and  sod  house  was  built,  in 
which  the  family  lived  in  true  pioneer 
style.  Mrs.  McMillan,  mother  of  Airs. 
Schaffner,  was  born  in  York,  Randolph 
county,  Indiana,  in  1839,  and  is  therefore 
sixty-seven  years  of  age  at  the  present 
time.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  are 
now  living:  Sarah,  the  widow  of  George 
IMcKane  and  a  resident  of  Wyoming: 
George,  who  married  Lizzie  Barrett  and 
resides  in  Mount  Pleasant ;  Mary,  n(^w 
]Mrs.  Schaffner;  Thomas,  who  is  living 
with  his  mother  in  Mount  Pleasant  and 
is  superintendent  of  the  electric  light 
company;  and  \Warren,  who  married  El- 
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len  Phalen  and  makes  his  home  in  Aurora, 
ininois. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Schaffner 
has  heen  hlessed  with  five  children,  and  the 
family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken  by  the 
hand  of  death.  All  are  natives  of  Henry 
county,  namely:  Joseph,  born  November 
22,  1895;  Paul,  June  21,  1897;  Henri- 
etta, June  22,  1899;  Esther,  September 
19,  1901 ;  and  Walter,  January  9,  1904. 

Mr.  Schaffner  has  always  followed  gen- 
eral farming  and  whatever  success  he  has 
achieved  or  enjoyed  is  attributable  entirely 
to  his  own  efforts.  His  willing  hands,  his 
strong  detemiination  and  laudable  ambi- 
tion have  wrought  for  him  success,  and  he 
is  today  in  possession  of  a  very  comfort- 
able competence.  He  is  also  a  man  of 
broad  general  information,  gaining  that 
knowledge,  experience  and  culture  which 
only  travel  can  bring.  Through  his  trips 
in  this  country  and  in  foreign  lands  he  has 
become  well  acquainted  with  the  different 
people  of  the  globe,  with  their  manners 
and  customs,  and  reading  has  kept  him  in 
touch  with  the  trend  of  modern  thought. 
In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  Fraternally 
he  is  connected  with  Henry  Lodge,  No. 
10,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  camp  of  the  ^Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  in  the  county  seat.  He  is  now 
spending  his  days  happily  upon  his  farm 
in  the  midst  of  his  family,  having  great 
contentment  at  his  own  fireside.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  pleasing  appearance,  of  gen- 
ial and  courteous  manner,  and  is  enterpris- 
ing and  public  spirited,  giving  active  and 
hearty  support  to  many  movements  and 
measures  for  the  general  welfare.  His  has 
been  an  interesting  life  history  and  if  writ- 


ten in  detail  would  present  many  chapters 
that  would  closely  hold  the  reader's  atten- 
tion. Because  of  his  broad  expenrience  his 
mind  is  stored  with  many  reminiscences  of 
his  tra^'els  which  he  frequently  relates  to 
the  entertainment  of  those  who  are  his 
auditors. 


NATHAN  P.   NICHOLSON. 

Nathan  P.  Nicholson  devotes  his  time 
and  energies  to  general  farming  in  Jack- 
son township.  It  was  in  this  township 
that  he  was  born  on  the  4th  of  September, 
1849.  His  paternal  grandfather.  John 
Nicholson,  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
wedded  a  Miss  Lacy,  also  of  that  state.  In 
the  early  days  of  development  and  prog- 
ress in  Iowa  he  came  to  Henry  county  and 
remained  a  resident  of  Jackson  township 
up  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  contributing 
in  substantial  measure  to  the  pioneer  im- 
provement of  this  portion  of  the  state.  His 
son,  Thomas  Nicholson,  also  born  in 
North  Carolina,  came  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents  and  was  married  in  Jackson  town- 
ship to  Miss  Margaret  Maxwell,  a  native 
of  Indiana  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Margaret  (Hevenridge)  jMaxwell.  IMr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  Nicholson  located  in 
Jackson  township,  where  they  resided  con- 
tinuously until  the  death  of  the  wife  on  the 
loth  of  July,  1889.  Mr.  Nicholson  after- 
ward went  to  make  his  home  among  his 
children,  with  whom  he  lived  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  he  now^  resides  with  his 
half-sister,  Mrs.  Ann  Kerr,  at  Salem, 
Iowa.     He  was  bom  April  6,  1820,  and 
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has  therefore  passed  the  eighty-sixth  mile- 
stone on  Hfe's  journey. 

Nathan  P.  Nicholson  was  the  second 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  sons 
and  one  daughter.  The  daughter,  who 
was  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of  five  years. 
He  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until 
November  21,  1879,  when,  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  he  was  married  to  Flora 
Belle  Prottsman,  who  w^as  born  in  Cham- 
paign county,  Ohio,  November  3,  1859, 
and  was  educated  in  a  graded  school  of 
Lee  county,  Iowa,  having  been  brought 
to  this  state  by  her  parents  in  1863.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  and  Josephine 
(Diltz)  Prottsman,  natives  of  Ohio.  Her 
father  was  a  son  of  William  and  Nancy 
(Woodbury)  Prottsman,  and  the  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  W'ilkison  S.  and  Cath- 
erine (Newell)  Diltz,  also  natives  of  the 
Buckeye  state. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Nicholson 
and  his  bride  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  old  farm  belonging  to  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  which  he  rented  for  a 
year.  He  then  lived  upon  another  rented 
farm  through  a  summer  season,  after 
which  he  rented  fifty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 6  and  eighty  acres  on  section  7,  Jack- 
son township.  Upon  that  farm  he  resided 
continuously  for  seven  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  bought  a  fifty-acre  tract 
and  in  1880  he  purchased  eighty  acres. 
Upon  the  place  there  was  only  a  small 
house  of  two  rooms,  which  he  occupied 
until  his  financial  resources  justified  the 
erection  of  his  present  desirable  residence 
of  seven  rooms  in  the  fall  of  1898.  Upon 
the  farm  is  a  horse,  hay  and  cattle  barn, 
thirty-four  by  forty-four  feet.  The  land 
is  well  drained  and  he  carries  on  eeneral 


farming,  but  since  1900  has  devoted  his 
attention  largely  to  the  dairy  business,  be- 
ing engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  butter. 
He  likewise  raises  draft  and  road  horses, 
Jersey  cows  and  Poland  China  hogs,  hav- 
ing about  twenty-five  head  of  hogs.  His 
place  is  known  as  the  Clover  Leaf  farm 
and  is  now  a  well  developed  property,  the 
various  branches  of  his  business  proving 
profitable  as  the  result  of  his  life  of  un- 
tiring energy  and  thrift.  Mr.  Nicholson 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church, 
in  which  he  served  as  steward  for  two 
years.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Lodge,  No.  48,  of  Salem,  and  in  his 
political  views  is  a  stalwart  republican.  He 
has  held  some  of  the  township  offices  and 
is  always  interested  and  active  in  support 
of  measures  for  the  general  good. 


FRANK  E.   BECKER. 

Frank  E.  Becker  is  the  owner  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable 
land  which  constitutes  the  Locust  Stock 
Farm,  and  is  here  engaged  in  general 
stock-raising  and  farming,  in  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  stock,  in  threshing  and 
kindred  employment.  His  entire  life  has 
been  spent  in  Iowa,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Des  Moines  county  on  the  30th 
of  January,  1866.  his  parents  being  John 
and  Louisa  (Davis)  Becker,  both  natives 
of  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
spring  of  1850  they  became  residents  of 
Danville  township,  Des  Moines  county, 
and  were  married  shortlv  afterward.  Thev 
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settled  upon  a  farm  which  Mr.  Becker 
purchased  and  there  resided  until  1878, 
when  he  sold  the  ])roperty  and  then  re- 
moved to  Jackson  township,  lienry  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  where  he  purchased  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  situated  on  section  5.  To 
this  he  kept  adding-  from  time  to  time 
until  he  owned  four  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  very  desirahle  land  on  sections  5 
and  8.  He  improved  the  place,  adding  to 
it  many  equipments  and  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  His  death  oc- 
curred December  2t,,  1902,  while  his  wife 
passed  away  on  the  24th  of  December, 
1893.  In  their  family  were  two  children, 
the  daughter  being  Samantha  J.  Becker, 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  Noble,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Jackson  township. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Frank  Becker 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth, 
and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Des  Moines  and  Henry 
counties,  where  he  became  familiar  with 
those  branches  of  learning  which  qualify 
one  for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  In  the 
months  of  summer  he  aided  his  father  in 
the  work  of  the  farm,  continuing  to  give 
him  the  benefit  of  his  services  up  to  the 
tiiue  of  his  marriage.  It  was  on  the  1st  of 
Sq:)tember,  1889.  that  he  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Miss  .\nnie  L.  Scott,  who  was 
born  in  Jackson  township.  Henry  county, 
on  the  9th  of  September.  1869,  and  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools.  Her  par- 
ents were  Cornelius  and  Louisa  (Ben- 
bow)  Scott,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
York  and  the  latter  of  England.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandfather  w'as  John  Scott,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  and  her  maternal 
grandparents  were  William  and  Annie 
(Bagley)    Benbow,  natives  of  "N'orkshire, 


England.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Becker  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren: Louise,  born  April  12,  1890;  Ma- 
rion, September  15,  1891 ;  Ehjah  J., 
March  15,  1893;  and  Norine  N.,  July 
25,    1902. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Becker  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  old  home  farm  where  they  lived 
for  four  years  and  then  removed  to  Salem, 
where  he  engaged  in  merchandising,  pur- 
chasing the  stock  of  A.  B.  ]\Iarsh.  He  con- 
tinued in  business  for  three  years  and 
then  sold  out,  after  which  he  returned  to 
the  old  homestead.  He  purchased  four 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and  be- 
gan general  farming,  not  only  tilling  the 
fields,  but  also  raising  horses,  shorthorn 
cattle,  Poland  China  hogs  and  Shropshire 
sheep.  He  has  good  grades  pf  stock  upon 
his  place  and  in  addition  to  raising  stock 
he  also  buys  and  sells.  He  is  likewise 
engaged  in  threshing,  in  hulling  and  in 
wood-sawing,  and  is  a  man  of  enterprise 
and  business  ability,  who  carefully  directs 
his  business  affairs.  He  has  had  an  out- 
fit of  clover  huller  and  threshing  machine 
since  1898;  and  he  also  takes  contracts 
within  a  radius  of  five  miles  for  the  saw- 
ing of  wood.  His  home  is  a  commodious 
and  pleasant  residence  of  eight  rooms  in 
the  rear  of  which  are  good  outbuildings 
for  the  shelter  of  grain  and  stock,  includ- 
ing a  large  barn.  Everything  about  the 
place  is  well  kept  and  indicates  his  careful 
supervision,  his  labors  being  conducted 
in  accordance  with  ideas  of  progressive 
farming. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Becker  is 
a  republican  and  has  served  three  times 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  in 
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his  township.  In  all  matters  of  citizen- 
ship he  is  interested  and  his  co-operation 
has  heen  given  to  many  measures  for  the 
pnhlic  good.  Whatever  he  undertakes  he 
carries  forward  to  successful  completion 
and  he  deserves  much  credit  for  wdiat  he 
has  accomplished  in  a  business  way,  as 
his  fine  farm  is  the  visible  evidence  of  his 
industry  and  perseverance. 


HORACE  \\\  FOLSOM. 

Horace  W.  Folsom,  who  is  now^  cin- 
centrating  his  energies  upon  the  business 
of  stock-raising  and  makes  his  home  in 
\\'a}'ne  township,  wdiere  he  o^\■ns  a  good 
farm,  is  a  native  of  Geauga  county,  Ohio, 
born  on  the  6th  of  March,  1847.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  William  Haw- 
ley  Folsom,  wdio  became  one  of  the  pio- 
neer residents  of  the  Buckeye  state,  w  here 
he  aided  in  subduing  the  wilderness  and 
extending  the  frontier.  His  son,  Daniel 
Folsom,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  the  Empire  state  and  after  arriving  at 
years  of  maturity  was  married  in  Ohio  to 
Miss  Betsy  Warren,  wdio  was  born  in 
Geauga  county,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Horace  Warren.  They  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  a  farm  in  Ohio  and  con- 
tinued their  connection  with  agricultural 
interests  in  that  state  until  called  to  their 
final  rest. 

Horace  W.  Folsom  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farm  lads  of  that  age  and 
locality,  no  event  of  special  importance 
occurring  to  vary  the  routine  of  life  for 


him  in  his  boyhood  days.  He  w-as  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools,  which  he 
attended  through  the  winter  months  and 
in  the  summer  time  he  worked  in  the 
fields,  so  that*  he  early  gained  practical 
knowdedge  of  the  best  methods  of  tilling 
the  soil.  On  August  11.  1864,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Se\entieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try and  served  with  them  until  May  29, 
1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  After  that  he  con- 
tinued wdth  his  parents  until  the  fall  of 
1867,  wdien,  at  the  age  of  tw'enty  years, 
he  made  his  way  westward,  coming  to 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  with  T.  Harned. 
who  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of 
improved  land  on  section  19,  Wayne 
township.  Mr.  Folsom  remained  for 
some  time  in  this  county  and  then  went 
to  Washington  county,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  three  summers.  He  afterward 
returned  to  Mr.  Harned's  place,  where 
he  has  ahvays  made  his  home. 

In  December,  1892,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Horace  W.  Folsom  and  Miss 
Emily  Harned,  a  native  •  of  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  in  which  state  she  accjuired 
her  education  by  attendance  at  the  com- 
mon schools.  Her  parents,  Isaac  and  Jane 
Harned,  were  born  on  Long  Island,  New 
York,  and  it  was  with  them  that  Mr. 
Folsom  came  to  Iowa.  Following  his 
marriage  he  continued  to  live  Upon  his 
father-in-law^'s  farm  and  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  fields.  In  the  fall  of  1894 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  upon  wdiich 
he  has  since  erected  new  buildings,  in- 
cluding a  fine  residence  of  nine  rooms, 
besides  halls  and  closets.  This  is  one  of 
the  attractive  country  homes  of  Wayne 
township.     He  has  built  two  barns,  one 
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for  horses  and  the  other  for  cattle  and 
each  contains  a  large  hay  mow.  He  also 
has  a  large  double  corn  crib  on  his  place, 
a  granary  and  shelter  for  his  hogs.  His 
orchard  contains  sixty  apple  trees  in  addi- 
tion to  peach,  cherry,  and  plum  trees  and 
none  of  the  equipments  of  a  model  farm 
are  lacking.  Year  by  year  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  as  well 
as  to  the  raising  of  stock  and  fruit  until 
1903.  since  which  time  he  has  rented  his 
land,  while  he  gives  his  attention  to  stock- 
raising  interests.  He  now  has  upon  his 
place  nine  head  of  cattle  and  sixty  head  of 
Poland  China  and  Jersey  red  hogs. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Folsom  is  a 
republican,  voting  for  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  the  party,  but  he  has  never  had 
political  aspiration  for  himself,  prefer- 
ring to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his 
business  affairs.  He  started  out  in  life 
empty-handed,  but  he  found  in  Iowa  the 
business  opportunities  he  sought — which 
by  the  way  are  always  open  to  ambitious, 
energetic  young  men — and  through  per- 
severance and  well  directed  activity  he 
has  worked  his  way  upward,  becoming 
one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists  of 
his  community  and  maintaining  at  the 
same  time  a  reputation  for  reliability  that 
makes  him  one  of  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  Wayne  township. 


WILLIAM  H.  BEERY. 

William  H.  Beery,  one  of  the  trustees 
of  Center  township,  who  is  extensively 
engaged  in  farming  and  is  also  a  director 


of  the  Henry  County  Farmers'  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  was  born  in  Balti- 
more township,  this  county,  on  the  12th 
of  March,  1846,  a  son  of  Levi  L.  and  Mar- 
garet (Short)  Beery.  The  father,  a  pio- 
neer settler  of  this  state,  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster county,  Ohio,  in  1814,  and  was  a 
son  of  Isaac  Beery,  a  native  of  Germany, 
wdio  came  to  Ohio  on  crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic to  i\merica.  Levi  Beery  w^as  reared 
in  the  Buckeye  state  and  there  wedded 
Miss  Margaret  Short,  who  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  tanner  by 
trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  until 
1840,  when  he  visited  Iowa  on  a  prospect- 
ing tour  and  purchased  land  in  Henry 
county.  In  1842  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  his  farm  in  Baltimore  township, 
transforming  the  wild  and  unimproved 
land  into  a  rich  and  productive  tract.  In 
the  course  of  years  his  place  became  a 
valuable  farm  and  remained  his  home  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  had  one 
of  the  first  saw  and  grist  mills  of  the 
county  on  Big  Creek  and  v^as  a  promoter 
of  the  substantial  improvement  and  mate- 
rial welfare  of  the  county  for  many  years. 
As  his  financial  resources  increased  he 
made  judicious  investment  in  property 
until  he  owned  between  se\'en  and  eight 
hundred  acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his 
demise.  He  held  different  township 
offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged 
in  a  capable  manner  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1892,  was  the  occasion  of  deep 
and  widespread  regret.  His  wnfe,  a  most 
estimable  lady,  passed  away  in  1890. 

William  H.  Beery  is  indebted  to  the 
district  schools  of  Baltimore  township  for 
the  early  education  he  acquired  but  later 
he  attended  Howe's  Academv  in  Mount 
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I'leasant,  then  one  of  the  leading  aca- 
demic schools  of  the  country.  When  he 
put  aside  his  text-books  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  farm  work  on  the  old  homestead 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  when  he 
made  a  trip  through  the  west,  visiting 
.California,  Nevada,  the  Black  Hills  and 
other  districts.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
in  the  Black  Hills  country,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  prospecting  and  mining.  He 
opened  up  a  mine  there  and  was  very  suc- 
cessful in  its  operation.  He  was  also  in 
Colorado  and  subsequently  in  New  Mex- 
ico and  on  selling  his  interests  there  he 
returned  to  Henry  county  and  purchased 
a  farm  in  Center  township  comprising" 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  and 
constituting  one  of  the  best  farm  proper- 
ties here.  He  has  prospered  in  his  man- 
agement of  his  agricultural  interests  and 
in  addition  to  the  home  place  he  owns 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Bath  township. 
All  of  the  improvements  upon  his  prop- 
erty have  been  made  by  him  and  in  1904 
he  erected  a  beautiful  residence  with  all 
modern  equipments.  It  is  lighted  by  gas 
and  he  has  his  own  gas  and  water  plant 
upon  the  place.  The  home  is  conveniently 
situated  two  miles  from  the  city  and  is  a 
most  desirable  and  attractive  residence. 
Mr.  Beery  is  an  extensive  stock-feeder  as 
well  as  general  agriculturist  and  both 
branches  of  his  business  are  proving 
profitable. 

In  1882  Mr.  Beery  was  married  to  Lil- 
lie  A.  Brittain,  a  native  of  Baltimore 
township  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  Brit- 
tain. They  now  have  two  children : 
Agnes,  a  student  in  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity; and  Wilbur  H.,  at  home.  Mr. 
Beery  has  been  an  active  republican  and 


has  served  on  both  the  township  and 
county  central  committees,  acting  on  the 
latter  when  President  McKinley  was 
elected.  He  has  frequently  been  a  dele- 
gate to  party  conventions  and  has  been 
called  to  public  office,  serving  now  as 
township  trustee,  in  which  office  he  has 
been  the  incumbent  for  fifteen  consecutive 
years.  During  that  time  many  permanent 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
roads  and  in  installing  cement  culverts. 
He  has  likewise  been  the  champion  of 
advancement  along  educational  lines  and 
the  schools  find  in  him  a  stalwart  friend. 
He  belongs  to  Mount  Pleasant  Lodge,  No. 
8,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
of  which  he  was  senior  warden  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  he  affiliates  with  Mystic 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  Odd  Fellows. 
For  twenty  years  he  has  been  an  officer 
and  director  of  the  Henry  County  Farm- 
ers' Mutual  Insurance  Company,  of  which 
his  father  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers and  Mr.  Beery  is  now  serving  as  vice 
president.  His  work  in  behalf  of  public 
progress  has  been  of  a  practical  and  ben- 
eficial character,  while  in  his  business 
life  he  has  achieved  prosperity  and  at  the 
same  time  has  made  an  honorable  name. 


JASON  CORNICK 


No  biographical  review  of  Henry 
county  would  be  complete  without  men- 
tion of  Jason  Cornick,  who  represents  one 
of  the  old  families  of  this  part  of  the 
state,   the  name  having  figured   long   in 


440 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


connection  \vith  agricultural  interests  and 
with  the  work  of  public  development  here 
for  almost  a  half  century.  Jason  Cornick, 
now  extensively  engaged  in  farming,  was 
born  November  i,  1853,  in  Butler  county, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Eme- 
line  (Yomans)  Cornick,  whose  life  his- 
tory is  given  in  connection  with  the  sketch 
of  Albert  Cornick  on  another  page  of  this 
work.  Having  been  brought  to  Henry 
count}-  in  early  boyhood  days  he  was 
reared  under  the  parental  roof  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads  and  in  the  district 
schools  he  acquired  his  education.  He  re- 
mained upon  the  home  place  until  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  started 
out  upon  an  independent  business  career 
and  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to 
the  work  of  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  buys  and  sells  Aberdeen  Angus  cattle 
and  in  his  business  interests  is  associated 
with  his  brother  Albert.  Together  they 
have  large  land  holdings  in  this  county, 
having  various  farms  in  different  town- 
ships and  they  also  have  about  two  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  in  Kansas  besides  town 
property  in  Omaha.  They  have  been  asso- 
ciated in  business  since  starting  out  to- 
gether in  early  manhood,  working  for  a 
common  interest  and  gradually  advancing 
until  they  have  reached  a  creditable  posi- 
tion on  the  plane  of  affluence.  Mr.  Cor- 
nick not  only  possesses  keen  business  dis- 
crimination and  the  ability  to  utilize  his 
opportunities  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
but  also  has  natural  artistic  skill  and  tal- 
ent. He  does  considerable  drawing  and 
painting  and  has  placed  many  sketches  of 
stock  on  the  canvas.  He  has  done  consid- 
erable work  in  illustrating,  especially  the 
scriptural  writings  and  he  frequently  dis- 


plays his  work  before  Sunday  schools,  his 
pictorial  explanation  of  scriptural  scenes 
being  of  much  benefit  in  the  instruction  of 
the  youth. 

In  politics  Jason  Cornick  is  independ- 
ent. He  has  never  married  but  makes 
his  home  with  his  brother,  Albert,  and* 
the  firm  is  known  as  A.  &  J.  Cornick. 
Both  are  gentlemen  of  business  ability  and 
of  high  character  in  all  life's  relations. 
Although  not  a  member  of  any  denomina- 
tion Jason  Cornick  is  interested  in  church 
and  Sunday-school  w^ork  and  has  con- 
tributed generously  to  the  support  of  vari- 
ous churches. 


WILUAM   ALLEN    JESSUP. 

William  Allen  Jessup,  deceased,  w^as 
for  many  years  a  well  knowm  farmer  of 
Jefferson  township,  Henry  county,  living 
on  section  12.  He  represented  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  this  part  of  the  state, 
the  name  of  Jessup  having  been  closely 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  the  county 
since  the  spring  of  1850.  William  A. 
Jessup  was  born  in  Guilford  county, 
North  Carolina,  January  26,  182 1,  and 
was  a  son  of  Levi  and  Jemima  (Un- 
thank)  Jessup,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina  and  w'ere  of  Eng- 
lish parentage.  Their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated according  to  the  wedding  rites  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  of  which  denomi- 
nation they  were  active  and  devoted  mem- 
bers. They  began  their  domestic  life  in 
New  York,  where  their  two  oldest  chil- 
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dren,  Emily  and  \\'illiam,  were  born.  Tlie 
daughter  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  David 
Wade,  by  whom  she  had  three  children, 
and  her  second  husband  was  George 
Snoddy.  She  is  now  deceased,  and  of 
her  children  William  became  a  physician 
and  was  for  a  time' located  at  Los  An- 
geles, California,  but  is  now  deceased. 
Robert  D.,  who  also  lived  in  Los  Angeles, 
has  passed  away,  and  Anna  is  deceased. 
In  1 82 1  Levi  Jessup  removed  with  his 
family  to  Indiana,  locating  on  govern- 
ment land  which  he  purchased  at  the  first 
land  sale.  They  lived  in  that  state  before 
Hendricks  county  was  organized  and 
when  it  w^as  formed  Levi  Jessup  became 
the  first  county  clerk  and  served  in  th?t 
capacity  for  seven  years.  He  was  a  very 
popular  and  influential  citizen  of  that  lo- 
cality in  pioneer  days,  and  left  the  impress 
of  his  individuality  for  good  upon  mat- 
ters of  public  progress  and  improvement. 
He  aided  in  molding  public  thought  and 
action  and  in  1831  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  state  senate.  While  living  in  In- 
diana he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  in 
Hendricks  county  and  was  also  engaged 
in  merchandising  for  a  number  of  years 
in  Stilesville,  where  the  family  were  liv- 
ing when  they  made  preparations  to  come 
to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  the  year  of  their 
removal  being  1850.  Six  children  were 
born  unto  them  in  Indiana,  namely :  Cal- 
vin, who  died  in  Henry  county,  Iowa ; 
Ruth  A.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr. 
William  Mathews,  of  Putnam  county.  In- 
diana, but  both  are  now  deceased ;  Jona- 
than, who  married  Elizabeth  Walker,  of 
Henry  county.  Iowa ;  S.  M.  Jessup,  who 
married  Minerva  Dannk,  of  Albany,  Mis- 
souri, and  was  a  member  of  the  Thirtv- 


third  Missouri  Infantry,  during  which 
time  he  was  wounded  at  Tupelo,  Missis- 
sippi, and  died  soon  afterward  from  the 
effects  of  his  injuries;  Oliver,  deceased; 
and  Solon,  who  became  a  physician  and 
lived  in  Salem,  Oregon. 

William  A.  Jessup,  the  subject  of  this 
review,  came  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of  1849, 
accompanied  by  his  brother  Jonathan  and 
located  first  in  Jeft'erson  township,  Henry 
county.  Here  they  were  joined  by  the 
others  of  the  family  in  1850.  William 
A.  Jessup  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
and  upon  that  farm  made  his  home  for 
many  years,  extending  its  boundaries 
from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  re- 
sources permitted  until  it  became  a  large 
tract  of  land  and  also  became  quite  valu- 
able, owing  to  the  improvements  he 
placed  thereon.  He  built  thereon  a  log ' 
cabin,  which  is  still  standing  and  is  one 
of  the  landmarks  of  pioneer  days,  a  mute 
witness  of  many  events  which  have  oc- 
curred in  the  interim. 

Levi  Jessup  became  as  popular  in 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  as  he  had  been  in 
Hendricks  county,  Indiana,  and  in  1852 
was  nominated  by  the  Whig  party  to  rep- 
resent the  district  in  the  general  assembly. 
By  reason  of  his  official  positions  he 
was  no  longer  regarded  as  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends  and  joined  the 
Christian  church.  During  the  Civil  war 
two  of  his  sons,  Jonathan  and  Merrill, 
enlisted  as  defenders  of  the  Union  cause 
and  the  aged  father,  imbued  with  a  spirit 
of  patriotism,  also  responded  to  the  coun- 
try's call  and  upon  the  organization  of  the 
celebrated  Greybeard  Regiment  of  Iowa 
joined  that  command,  with  which  he 
served  for  several  months  but  at  length 
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was  discharged  on  account  of  ill  health. 
He  died  in  1866,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years. 

William  A.  Jessup  after  coming  to 
Iowa  and  making  arrangements  for  hav- 
ing a  home  of  his  own  further  completed 
these  arrangements  by  his  marriage  on 
the  13th  of  October,  1851,  to  Miss  Julia 
A.  Roads,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Boyd)  Roads,  who  was  also 
of  a  prominent  family  of  Henry  county. 
One  of  the  sons  of  the  family,  Adam 
Roads,  served  as  county  treasurer.  Unto 
]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Jessup  were  born  two 
daughters,  Ada,  and  \^iola,  the  former  be- 
ing the  widow  of  J.  S.  Mathews,  who  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
These  two  sisters,  being  the  only  surviv- 
ors of  the  family,  have  been  living  to- 
gether since  the  death  of  the  parents,  but 
expect  in  the  season  of  1906  to  make  an 
extended  trip  through  the  west  and  along 
the  Pacific  coast,  having  disposed  of  their 
home  in  AA'^ayland,  Iowa,  that  they  may 
be  free  from  business  alliances  during 
their  sojourn  in  California. 

Mr.  Jessup  was  not  only  an  active  and 
energetic  agriculturist  but  also  a  factor 
in  community  interests  and  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow 
townsmen  in  positions  of  public  trust.  He 
filled  nearly  all  of  the  township  offices 
and  was  chosen  township  clerk  in  1851 
and  in  1852  was  elected  township  trus- 
tee. He  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  and 
he  later  served  for  four  years  as  county 
supervisor.  He  was  afterward  again 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  but  at  the  time 
refused  to  qualify.  No  public  trust  re- 
posed in  him  was  ever  betraved   in  the 


slighest  degree,  for  at  all  times  he  was 
true  and  loyal  to  the  interests  in  his  care. 
There  is  an  old  Japanese  maxim  that 
"Opportunity  is  hard  to  find  and  easy  to 
lose,"  and  Mr.  Jessup  seemed  to  recog- 
nize this,  for  in  his  business  career  he  im- 
proved every  chance  that  came  to  him  and 
by  the  judicious  use  of  his  advantages 
accumulated  a  comfortable  competence 
and  steadily  worked  his  way  upward. 
Genuine  worth  made  him  well  worthy 
the  uniform  regard  which  was  extended 
to  him  by  all  with  whom  business  or  social 
relations  brouo-ht  him  in  contact. 


REV.  AA:  W.  ROBERTS,  DECEASED. 

The  world  is  better  for  the  life  of  every 
good  man  and  the  influence  of  his  labors 
cannot  be  overestimated,  for  as  the  poet 
has  truly  said, 

''Our  echoes  roll  from  soul  to  soul 
And  grow  forever  and  forever." 

Rev.  A\'.  W.  Roberts,  largely  devoting  his 
life  to  the  ministry,  left  behind  him  a 
memory  which  remains  as  a  blessed  bene- 
diction to  all  who  knew  him  and  no  his- 
tory of  Henry  county  wo.M  be  complete 
without  mention  of  his  work  and  what  he 
accomplished  in  this  world.  He  was  born 
near  AA'est  Point,  Iowa,  on  the  22nd  of 
May,  1843,  his  parents  being  A\'alter  and 
Sarah  E.  (Wickersham)  Roberts.  The 
father  was  born  in  North  Carolina  and 
came  of  English  lineage,  the  familv,  how- 
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ever,  being  established  in  America  at  an 
early  period  in  the  colonization  of  the  new- 
world,  the  first  representatives  of  the 
name  in  this  country  having  located  in 
North  Carolina.  ^Valter  Roberts  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  came  to 
Iowa  about  1840  and  was  closely  asso- 
ciated with  the  pioneer  development  of 
this  part  of  the  state.  He  took  up  his 
abode  upon  a  farm  near  West  Point  and 
in  connection  with  the  work  of  clearing 
and  cultivating  the  land  he  also  worked  at 
his  trade  for  a  time.  His  labors  were 
efifective  in  laying  broad  and  deep  the 
foundation  for  the  present  development 
and  progress  of  the  country,  for  he  was 
e^'er  helpfully  interested  in  any  movement 
for  the  general  good.  Strongly  opposed 
to  the  system  of  slavery  in  the  south,  he 
made  his  home  a  station  on  the  under- 
ground railroad  and  assisted  many  a  poor 
fugitive  on  his  way  to  the  north,  where 
he  might  obtain  freedom.  He  also  aided 
in  drilling  the  Wide  Awakes,  the  political 
companies  who  supported  the  candidacy 
of  Lincoln.  He  had  formerly  been  a 
stanch  advocate  of  the  Free  Soil  party 
and  upon  the  organization  of  the  new 
Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks.  For 
many  years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace 
and  his  public  service  was  creditable  to 
himself  and  highly  satisfactory  to  his  con- 
stituents. His  wife,  who  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends,  died  in 
February.  1875,  upon  the  old  homestead, 
after  which  Mr.  Roberts  remo\-ed  to 
Salem,  Iowa,  and  for  four  or  five  years 
prior  to  his  death  lived  retired.  He  passed 
away  in  July,  1892.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  ten  children,  of  whom 


seven  are  now  living.  W.  W.  is  the  sui)- 
ject  of  this  review.  Joel  J.,  who  married 
Laura  Dunham,  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Cavalry. in  the  Civil 
war,  serving  throughout  the  period  oi 
hostilities.  He  was  in  Andersonville 
prison,  wdiere  Rev.  Roberts  found  him 
very  ill,  but  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  his 
release  and  thus  saved  his  life.  He  lived 
to  enjoy  many  years  of  usefulness  ani'; 
died  about  1880.  Dillon  married  Mrs. 
Bradish  and  they  reside  in  Nevada.  Caro- 
lina is  the  wife  of  Levi  Culver,  a  resi- 
dent of  California.  Helen  is  the  wife  of 
John  Thornburg,  of  western  Nebraska. 
Letitia  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Kaup,  a 
merchant  of  western  Nebraska.  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Austin  Riffle,  who  is 
living  in  Idaho.  Charles  H.  married 
Florence  Hinkson,  a  resident  of  Center 
township.  J.  E.  married  and  is  living  in 
Boise  City,  Idaho,  and  the  youngest  died 
in  infancy.  The  parents  of  these  children 
were  interred  in  the  Salem  cemetery. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Roberts  largely  acquired 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Lee 
county  and  at  the  time  he  entered  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  student  in 
West  Point  high  school.  Because  of  his 
youth  his  father  opposed  his  joining  the 
arm^^  but  he  entered  the  Seventeenth 
Iowa  Infantry.  He  participated  in  many 
important  engagements,  including  the 
battles  of  Manassas,  Lookout  IMountain 
and  Vicksburg.  He  did  active  service 
under  generals  Sherman  and  Grant  and 
for  three  months  was  in  Andersonville 
prison  and  for  three  months  in  other  rebel 
prisons.  At  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865 
he  was  honorably  discharged  at  Keokuk, 
having  done  his   full   dutv  as  a  soldier. 
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obeying  every  command  with  promptness 
and  fidelity  and  never  faltering  in  his 
loyalty  to  the  stars  and  stripes. 

Following -the  close  of  the  war  Mr. 
R(-)berts  returned  to  Lee  county  and  pur- 
chased a  farm.  In  the  same  year  he  won 
a  companion  and  helpmate  for  life's  jour- 
ney, being  married  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1868.  to  Miss  Margaret  J-  ^^'hisler, 
who  was  born  in  A\'hite  Hill.  Pennsyl- 
vania. October  28,  1850.  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Barbara  (Lambert)  \\'hisler. 
Both  of  her  parents  were  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  father  died  in  1880.  at 
the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  while  the 
mother  survived  until  1903,  passing  away 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  in  1849 
came  to  Iowa,  settling  near  Pilot  Grove, 
Lee  county.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war 
he  enlisted  for  one  hundred  days'  service 
but,  being  unable  to  go  to  the  front,  his 
son  took  his  place.  In  politics  he  was  a 
republican  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Church  of  God.  In  their 
family  were  six  children,  of  whom  four 
are  now  living.  William,  who  married 
Rebecca  Turner,  and  after  her  death  wed- 
ded Elizabeth  Graham,  is  now  li\'ing  near 
Huston.  Missouri.  John  B.  married 
Elizabeth  Denny,  now  deceased,  and 
makes  his  home  at  Mount  I  feasant.  Mar- 
garet J.  is  the  third  of  the  family.  Isaac 
married  Laura  Roberts,  who  though  of 
the  .same  name  was  not  a  relative  of  Rev. 
Roberts,  and  his  home  is  in  Danville,  Des 
Moines  county.  Mr.  and  2^Irs.  Whisler 
were  laid  to  rest  in  a  cemetery  near  Dan- 
ville, having  made  their  home  in  that 
place  for  thirty-five  years. 

About  three  years  after  his  marriage 


Rev.  W.  W.  Roberts  entered  the  ministry, 
being  ordained  into  the  Church  of  God. 
His  first  charge  was  at  Pilot  Grove,  after 
which  he  spent  four  years  in  Missouri  and 
was  also  pastor  of  the  churches  at  Tren- 
ton and  Merrimac.  He  came  to  Henry 
county  in  1875,  establishing  his  home  on 
a  farm  about  six  or  seven  miles  from 
Alount  Pleasant.  He  also  had  a  large 
church  and  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
building  up  of  his  congregation  as  well  as 
to  the  development  of  his  agricultural 
interests.  He  afterward  purchased  a  farm 
at  \\'ebster  and  carried  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  in  addition  to  his  work 
as  a  minister.  About  thirteen  years  ago 
he  came  to  Mount  Pleasant,  preaching  on 
Sundays  and  working  at  his  trade  in  the 
city  during  the  week.  Thus  his  life 
passed  until  February  5,  1903,  when  he 
was  called  to  his  final  rest 

\lv.  and  ]\Irs.  Roberts  had  become  the 
parents  of  ten  children.  Lewis  Vance  is 
an  architect  residing  at  Ottawa,  Illinois. 
He  attended  AMiittier  College  in  Salem, 
Iowa,  and  afterward  Howe's  Academy  in 
]Mount  Pleasant.  He  married  ]\Iiss  Anna 
Spurrier  and  has  two  children,  Ronald 
and  Grace  Alay.  Edwin  J.  married  Alma 
Collins  and  died  in  Goldfield.  Nevada, 
June  7,  1906.  He  has  two  children,  Jes- 
sie and  \\'inona.  Jessie  Bertram,  the  third 
child  of  the  Roberts  family,  died  at  the 
age  of  two  years.  Frank  A.,  the  next 
younger,  born  at  Pilot  Grove.  Lee  county, 
first  attended  the  district  schools  of 
Henry  county  and  was  graduated  from 
the  high  school  of  Mount  Pleasant  in 
1895.  He  is  now  a  junior  in  Wesleyan 
L'niversity,  prei)aring  for  the  ministry  of 
the    Methodist    church.      He    eives    his 
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political  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party 
and  lives  at  home.  Clair  W.  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Mount  Pleasant  high  school,  after- 
ward spent  two  years  as  a  student  in  Iowa 
City  and  was  graduated  from  the  North- 
western Dental  College  of  Chicago,  was 
engaged  in  practice  in  A\'est  Point.  Iowa. 
Minnie  M.  is  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school  of  Mount  Pleasant  and  also  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Reno,  Nevada. 
She  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  ^^'ells,  Nevada.  Daisy  D.  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Mount  Pleasant  high  school, 
was  also  a  student  in  Antrim's  College 
and  is  now  a  teacher  in  Glasgow,  Iowa. 
Alilo  completed  a  course  in  the  Mount 
Pleasant  high  school  and  afterward  spent 
a  year  as  a  student  in  Keokuk  Dental  Col- 
lege and  later  was  graduated  from  the 
dental  department  of  the  Northwestern 
University  at  Chicago.  He  is  now  in  the 
practice  of  dentistry  in  \\'est  Point.  May 
completed  the  high  school  course  in 
Mount  Pleasant  and  is  also  a  graduate  of 
Elliott's  Business  College  of  Burlington, 
being  now  a  trusted  stenographer  in 
Anderson,  Indiana.  Laura  Grace  is  now 
a  student  in  the  public  schools.  Rev.  and 
yirs.  Roberts  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  education  of  their  children  and  pro- 
^'ided  them  with  every  opportunity  possi- 
ble for  the  acquirement  of  a  good  educa- 
tion. In  his  political  affiliation  Rev.  Rob- 
erts was  at  one  time  a  republican,  but  dur- 
ing the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  gave 
his  allegiance  to  the  Prohibition  party, 
which  embodied  his  views  upon  the  tem- 
perance question.  He  remodeled  the  home 
now  occupied  by  his  widow  and  children 
and  he  did  everything  in  his  power  for  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  his  familv.  He  was 


a  loving  husband,  a  kind  father  and  faith- 
ful friend  and  his  life  was  filled  with 
kindh'  deeds  and  acts  of  charity.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  fine  personal  appearance  and 
had  a  broad  and  a  genial  disposition.  All 
who  knew  him  respected  him  and  many 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact  loved  him. 
AAdien  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest  his 
remains  were  interred  in  Forest  Home 
cemetery  in  Mount  Pleasant  and  his  loss 
was  felt  throughout  the  community.  ]^Irs. 
Roberts  still  makes  her  home  in  ]\Iount 
Pleasant,  being  a  member  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Methodist  church,  and  has  a 
family  of  which  she  has  ex'ery  reason  to 
be  proud. 


ALBERT  CORNICK. 

Albert  Cornick  is  an  extensive  land- 
owner and  prosperous  farmer  of  Center 
township  and  possesses  the  business  abil- 
ity that  has  enabled  him  to  overcome 
obstacles  and  wrest  success  from  the  hand 
of  fate.  He  was  born  in  Butler  county, 
Ohio,  March  3,  1852,  his  parents  being 
Charles  and  Emeline  (Yomans)  Cornick. 
The  father's  birth  occurred  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  ist  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1809,  and  when  five  years  of  age 
he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  In 
1856  he  arrived  in  Iowa,  settling  in 
Henry  county,  where  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming.  When  he  started  out 
upon  his  business  career  he  had  little  capi- 
tal but  by  good  management  and  determ- 
ination he  won  a  gratifving  measure  o\ 
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success.  He  was  married  in  1837  to  Miss 
Emeline  Yomans,  -and  they  had  seven 
children:  Thomas  J.  died  at  tlie  age 
of  sixteen  and  J.  Wesley  died  at  twenty- 
two;  Emily,  the  deceased  wife  of  J.  W. 
Hinkson;  Nelson,  who  married  Miss 
j\Iary  Morehead  and  is  living  in  this 
county;  Alhert  and  Jason,  who  are  part- 
ners in  business;  and  Amanda,  now  Mrs. 
\\'hipple.  living  in  Xew  London  town- 
ship. The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
life-long  Mason,  who  was  in  hearty  sym- 
pathy with  the  principles  and  plans  of  the 
craft  and  was  always  true  to  its  tenets 
and  teachings.  He  voted  wnth  the 
Democracy  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
faitliful  members  of  the  Methodist  church, 
in  which  he  served  in  an  official  capacity. 
He  died  January  23,  1887,  while  his  wife 
passed  away  March  i,  1891,  their  remains 
being  interred  in  I'leasant  Hill  cemetery. 
Albert  Cornick  was  educated  in  Iowa 
\\'esleyan  University  and  after  leaving 
school  he  remained  with  his  father  until 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Avhen  he 
and  his  brother  Jason  began  farming  to- 
gether, keeping  bachelor's  hall  for  three 
or  four  years.  Albert  Cornick  was  then 
married  on  the  3d  of  November,  1886,  to 
Miss  India  B.  Holland,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Des  ]\Ioines  county,  Iowa, 
September  28,  1863,  her  parents  being 
Alva  and  Elizabeth  (Moats)  Holland,  the 
father  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  mother 
of  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Holland  gave  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
about  1859  removed  to  Iowa,  settling 
upon  a  farm  in  Des  ]\Ioines  county. 
whence  he  came  to  Henry  county  about 
1866.  His  wife  died  October  7,  1892, 
and   he   still    survives,    now    makine   his 


home  with  his  daughter,  in  Danville, 
Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holland  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children :  Mary  F.,  the 
deceased  wife  of  John  Hankins;  Arling- 
ton, who  married  Miss  Emma  E.  Hol- 
land and  resides  in  Xew  London ;  Helena, 
the  wife  of  Benjamin  Holland,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Worthington,  Minnesota;  Daniel 
M.,  who  married  Cora  A.  Martin  and  re- 
sides in  Alinnesota ;  Jacob  L.,  who  mar- 
ried Ella  King  and  resides  at  Villisca, 
Iowa;  Laura  V.,  w^ho  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years;  Mrs.  Maggie  A.  McGohan, 
of  Danville,  Iowa;  India  B:,  now  Mrs. 
Cornick;  Alma  E.,  the  wife  of  Emerson 
Alatthews,  of  Henry  county ;  Mrs.  Mattie 
J.  Matthews,  of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla- 
homa; ]Minnie  E.,  the  wife  of  David 
Henry,  of  Desplain,  Baltimore  township, 
Henry  county;  and  Katherine,  deceased. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Cor- 
nick took  his  bride  to  the  home  farm, 
which  comprises  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  lying  on  sections  12  and  13 
Center  township,  with  the  exception  of 
about  fift}^  acres,  which  is  in  N^ew  Lon- 
don township.  He  has  built  his  barns, 
remodeled  the  entire  house  and  has  added 
many  modern  equipments  and  accessories 
found  upon  a  model  farm.  In  addition  to 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  the  raising  of 
the  cereals  best  adapted  to  the  climate  he 
has  also  extensively  engaged  in  stock- 
raising.  In  his  farming  operations  he  is 
associated  with  his  brother  Jason  and  they 
own  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Canaan  township  and  two  hundred  acres 
on  sections  17  and  18,  New  Lon- 
don township,  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  acres  in  Jackson  township 
and    about  two  thousand  acres  of    g-ood 
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land  in  Cheyenne  county,  Kansas,  much 
of  which  has  been  placed  under  cul- 
tivation. Mr.  Cornick  also  owns  a  resi- 
dence and  business  property  in  Omaha, 
Nebraska.  In  all  his  business  undertak- 
ings Mr.  Cornick  has  displayed  keen  dis- 
cernment, excellent  executive  ability  and 
straightforward  conduct  and  a  large 
measure  of  success  has  attended  his 
efforts. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornick  have  been 
born  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Clara  E..  born  September  5, 
1887,  in  Henry  county,  was  graduated 
from  Mount  Pleasant  Academy  in  June, 
1905,  and  is  now  a  student  of  the  Iowa 
\\  esleyan  University  and  of  the  Conserva- 
tory of  Music;  Albert  R.,  born  February 
19,  1889,  is  a, student  in  the  home  school; 
Dora  M.,,  born  December  5,  1891,  died 
May  20,.  1903  ;  Parke  F.,  born  on  the  24th 
of  December.  1894  ;  Ellis  J.,  born  January 
27,  1897,  ^^'^^  Grace  E.,  born  November 
2,  1898,  are  all  in  school.  Mrs.  Cornick 
is  a  lady  of  many  virtues,  carefully  con- 
trolling her  household  affairs  and  mani- 
festing in  her  social  relations  warm- 
hearted hospitality  and  unwavering 
friendship.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornick 
are  devoted  members  of  the  Pleasant  Hill 
Methodist  church,  in  which  he  has  held 
every  office  save  that  of  minister.  He  has 
been  Sunday-school  superintendent  and  is 
now  class-leader.  In  politics  he  is  inde- 
pendent, voting  for  the  men  whom  he 
regards  as  best  qualified  for  office.  He 
has  acted  as  president  of  the  school  board 
of  Center  township  for  six  years,  still 
filling  that  office,  there  being  eight  schools 
under  his  jurisdiction.  In  matters  of  gen- 
eral advancement  he  is  deeply  interested 


and  has  given  his  co-operation  to  various 
movements  for  the  -public  good.  His 
business  history  like  his  private  life  and 
public  service  will  bear  the  closest  investi- 
gation and  scrutiny  and  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  has  now  long  resided  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  prosperous,  honor- 
able and  enterprising  citizens. 


JOHN  WESLEY  ZICKEFOOSE. 

There  is  perhaps  no  line  of  business  that 
demands  more  close  and  unremitting  ef- 
fort than  does  farming  and  yet  there  is 
none  which  yields  more  safe  or  sure 
returns  than  this  same  occupation  if  pur- 
sued in  a  district  where  the  land  is  natur- 
ally rich  and  productive  as  it  is  in  Iowa, 
responding  readily  to  the  care  and  labor 
bestowed  upon  it.  Mr.  Zickefoose  has 
verified  the  truth  of  this  assertion  in  the 
control  and  improvement  of  his  e.xcellent 
farm,  which  is  situated  on  section  11, 
Wayne  township.  He  is  moreover  a  native 
son  of  this  township,  born  October  17, 
i860.  His  father,  Henry  Clark  Zicke- 
foose, was  born  in  Virginia  and  was  a  son 
of  Benjamin  Zickefoose,  who  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  that  state.  Having 
reached  adult  age  the  grandfather  married 
Susan  Buzzard,  who  was  also  born  in  the 
Old  Dominion.  They  came  to  Henry 
county  among  its  pioneer  settlers  and 
their  first  dwelling  was  little  more  than  a 
rail  pen  which  furnished  them  shelter  for 
a  brief  period  until  a  log  house  could  be 
built.    In  that  pioneer  structure  they  lived 
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for  many  years  and  it  was  in  this  county 
amid  pioneer  surroundings  and  environ- 
ments that  Henry  Clark  Zickefoose  was 
reared,  sharing  with  the  family  in  all  the 
hardships  and  trials  incident  to  frontier 
life.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  Ann  Yan- 
cey, who  was  horn  in  the  state  of  Indiana, 
September  27.  1841,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Ambrose  and  Phebe  Jane  (Goff)  Yan- 
ce\',  who  were  also  natives  of  that  state. 
The  Yancey  family  arrived  in  Henry 
county  sometime  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Zickefoose  family  and  settled  in  Canaan 
township  near  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  where  the 
daughter,  IMary  Ann.  remained  with  her 
parents  until  she  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  Henry  C.  Zickefoose  on  the  iith 
of  January,  1859.  The  young  couple  then 
removed  to  a  farm  in  the  northern  part 
of  W'ayne  township,  where  they  lived 
until  1862,  when  Mr.  Zickefoose  re- 
sponded to  his  country's  call  for  aid,  his 
sympathies  being  with  the  Union  cause. 
He  joined  Company  H  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Iowa  Infantry  and  was  ever  a  brave 
and  loyal  soldier.  Although  he  entered 
the  army  as  a  private  he  was  serving  as 
sergeant  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
went  to  the  south  and  laid  down  his  life 
upon  the  altar  of  his  country,  being  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post  on  the  i  ith 
of  January,  1863.  His  widow  remained 
with  her  son  John  W'esle}'  upon  the  old 
homestead  property  until  February,  190J. 
when  they  sold  a  portion  of  that  farm  and 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
of  improved  land  on  section  1 1 ,  Wayne 
township,  known  as  the  Squire  Hammond 
farm.  Although  that  farm  was  in  posses- 
sion of  different  people  at  different  times 
it  was  owned  by  J.   W.   Hammond   for 


twelve  years,  during  which  time  he 
erected  thereon  a  splendid  country  resi- 
dence containing  nine  rooms  and  heated 
with  furnace.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  homes 
in  the  township.  The  mother  lived  with 
her  son  John  up  to  the  time  of  her  demise, 
which  occurred  on  the  25th  of  April, 
1902. 

John  Wesley  Zickefoose.  reared  under 
the  parental  roof,  acquired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  in  Howe's 
Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant.  He  \vas 
less  than  two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death  but  he  remained  upon 
the  old  homestead  with  his  mother  and  as 
he  grew  in  years  and  strength  relieved 
her  more  and  more  of  the  responsibilities 
and  care  connected  with  the  home  farm 
and  in  her  declining  years  provided  for 
her  a  good  home.  He  has  always  fol- 
lowed farming  and  as  before  stated  con- 
tinued upon  the  farm  which  his  father  had 
purchased  until  February,  1902,  when  he 
removed  to  section  11.  ^Vayne  township, 
purchasing  here  one  hundred  and  twentv- 
five  acres  of  land.  He  has  a  splendidly 
improved  property  equipped  w'ith  modem 
buildings.  He  remodeled  the  barn  which 
is  twenty-four  by  sixty  feet  with  an  L. 
eighteen  by  sixty  feet.  This  w'as  unroofed 
by  the  cyclone  in  1903,  but  he  at  once  re- 
paired the  damages.  He  has  built  a  double 
corn  crib  and  a  granary,  also  sheds  for 
hogs  and  he  has  a  well  upon  the  place  one 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  deep.  There  is 
also  a  good  carriage  and  implement  house 
and  he  likewise  has  the  latest  improved 
machinery,  with  which  he  performs  the 
work  of  the  fields.  He  still  retains  the 
ownership  of  twenty-five  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Crawford  township.  Washington 
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county,  which  is  vakiable  oak  timber. 
This  was  a  portion  of  the  land  which  his 
grandfather  originally  owned  and  he  uses 
the  tract  only  for  pasturage  and  also  takes 
fence  posts  from  it.  His  labors  are  in  the 
line  of  general  agriculture  and  in  addition 
to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  raises  some 
stock,  now  having  ten  head  of  Black 
Percheron  and  five  head  of  Hamljletonian 
horses,  fifteen  head  of  Durham  cattle  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five  head  of  Poland 
China  hogs.  He  also  raises  about  five 
hundred  chickens  each  year  and  about 
sixty  turkeys. 

On  the  19th  of  December,  1883,  'Mr. 
Zickefoose  was  married  to  Miss  Olletha 
Jackson,  a  native  of  Louisa  county,  who 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  there. 
Her  parents  were  Elias  Gibson  and  Mar- 
garet (Beauchamp)  Jackson,  the  former 
a  native  of  \M-iite  county,  Indiana,  and 
the  latter  of  Tippecanoe  county,  that  state. 
Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Joseph 
and  Phebe  (Cox)  Jackson  and  her  mater- 
nal grandparents  were  John  and  Xancy 
(\\'ilson)  Beauchamp.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Zickefoose  have  been  born  eight 
children  :  Henry  Clark,  born  January  12, 
1884:  Alta  May,  April  13,  1888;  Howard 
Gibson,  April  8,  1890;  William  Ernest, 
January  18,  1893;  Ri-issell,  Asbury,  April 
10.  1895:  John  W.,  February  2,  1900: 
Mary  Edna,  November  10,  1902;  and 
Fredrick  ]\Ierle,  born  in  1906.  Mr.  Zick- 
efoose has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Henry 
county  and  the  fact  that  many  who  have 
known  him  from  his  boyhood  days  to  the 
present  are  numbered  among  his  stanchest 
friends  is  an  indication  that  his  has  been 
an  honorable  and  upright  career  worthy 
the  respect  which  is  so  uniformly  tendered 


him. 


His  religious  faith  is  indicated  bv 


his  membership  in  the  Congregational 
church,  while  politically  he  is  a  republican 
and  has  served  as  assessor  since  1904. 


SYLVESTER  SMITH. 

Sylvester  Smith,  deceased,  who  carried 
on  general  farming  in  Wayne  township, 
was  born  March  7,  1831,  in  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  near  Cleveland.  His  paternal  grantl- 
father  was  Edward  Smith,  a  native  of 
Xew  England.  The  father,  Sylvester 
Smith,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and 
married  Lucretia  Woodworth,  a  native  of 
Franklin  county,  ^Massachusetts,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Lucretia  W'ood- 
worth,  who  were  also  natives  of  Xew 
England.  The  wedding  was  celebrated 
in  the  old  Bay  state  and  subsequently  ]Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  removed  to  Warren 
county,  X^ew  York,  and  afterward  to  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Smith  purchased 
a  tract  of  land,  all  of  which  was  covered 
with  timber.  This  he  cleared  away,  trans- 
forming the  tract  into  a  good  farm.  On 
leaving  Ohio  he  removed  to  Michigan, 
where  he  spent  eighteen  months,  but  re- 
turned to  the  former  state.  After  a  short 
period,  however,  he  made  his  way  to 
Monmouth,  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  for  three  years.  In  1842  he 
brought  his  family  to  Iowa,  having  vis- 
ited the  state  the  previous  year  and  pur- 
chased land  on  section  3,  Wayne  town- 
ship. This  was  all  wild  and  unimpro\'ec[ 
and    he    lived  upon  the  place    until    his 
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death,  converting  it  into  a  valuable  farm. 
He  paid  for  it  only  three  dollars  per  acre 
but  at  the  time  of  his  demise  it  was  val- 
ued at  a  high  price.  In  addition  to  this 
property  he  also  owned  forty  acres  of 
timber  land.  His  birth  occurred  May' 
25,  1787,  and  his  death  on  the  21st  of  De- 
cember, 1863,  when  he  was  seventy-seven 
years  of  age.  His  wife  w'as  born  March 
13,  1793,  and  died  on  the  12th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1875.  They  were  married  January 
13,  1813,  and  unto  them  were  born  nine 
children,  of  whom  two  daughters  died  in 
infancy.  The  others  were:  Eliza  Ann, 
who  was  born  January  18,  1816,  and 
died  July  29,  1836;  Dexter  Church,  who 
was  born  March  16,  1818,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1887;  Edward,  who  was  born 
June  10,  1820,  and  died  February  26, 
1882;  John  Livingston,  who  was  born 
May  21,  1822,  and  died  April  15,  1889; 
Elijah  Parsons,  who  was  born  January 
29,  1825.  and  died  February  11,  1899; 
and  Charles  Alvord,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1828,  and  died  November  17, 
1905.  The  father  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  postoffice  at  Wayne  in 
185 1  and  received  the  appointment  to  the 
position  of  postmaster  in  August,  of  the 
same  year,  at  which  time  mail  service  was 
established  between  Iowa  City  and  New 
London.  The  round  trip  was  made  once 
a  week. 

Sylvester  Smith,  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  review,  accompanied  his  par- 
ents on  their  various  removals,  being  a 
youth  of  about  eleven  years  when  the 
family  came  to  Iowa.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  assisting  in  the  arduous  task  • 
of  developing  and  cultivating  new  land. 
^^  hen  his  father  resigned  as  postmaster 


Mr.  Smith  was  commissioned  on  the  loth 
of  November,  1858,  his  papers  being 
signed  by  Aaron  V.  Brown,  then  post- 
master general.  He  held  the  appoint- 
ment until  July,  1885,  when  his  son,  H. 
K.  Smith,  became  his  successor. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February,  1857,  Mr. 
Smith  w^as  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Delilah  J.  Coen,  who  was  born  in  Wash- 
ino-ton  countv,  Ohio,  and  attended  the 
common  schools  of  tha:t  state.  Her  par- 
ents were  William  and  Rachel  (Perry) 
Coen,  the  former  a  native  of  Wheeler 
county,  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Ohio.  The  paternal  grand 
parents,  Isaac  and  Susan  Coen,  were  also 
natives  of  Virginia,  while  the  maternal 
grandparents  w^ere  John  and  Delilah 
(Stephens)  Perry,  natives  of  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Smith  came  to  Henry  county,  October 
^5)  1855^  and  they  were  married  here. 
She  made  the  trip  down  the  Ohio  and  up 
the  Mississippi  river  to  Burlington,  being 
three  weeks  upon  the  way  and  throughout 
all  the  years  of  her  married  life  she  has 
lived  upon  the  farm  which  is  still  her 
home,  and  here  Mr.  Smith  resided  since 
1842.  They  became  the  parents  of  five 
children.  Charles  Sumner,  born  Febru- 
ary 2,  1858,  is  now  living  in  Mount 
Pleasant.  Harry  Kirk,  born  May  27, 
i860,  is  engaged  in  the  implement  busi- 
ness at  Mount  Pleasant.  William  Edgar, 
born  July  5,  1862,  died  in  1881,  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years.  Francis  Irving, 
bom  September  19,  1865.  died  in  1888, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  Rosa 
Justina,  born  October  19,  1870,  is  the 
wife  of  Christopher  Berry  and  they  re- 
side upon  the  old  homestead. 

For   almost   a   half   century    Mr.    and 
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Mrs.  Smith  traveled  life's  journey  to- 
eether  and  their  entire  married  life  was 
passed  upon  the  farm  which  is  still  the 
place  of  residence  of  his  widow.  He  lived 
in  the  county  for  sixty-three  years  and 
was  therefore  a  witness  of  almost  its  en- 
tire growth,  while  in  the  work  of  im- 
provement and  development  he  bore  an 
active  and  helpful  part.  He  was  ever  a 
champion  of  movements  for  the  general 
good  and  stood  for  a  high  type  of  citizen- 
ship, for  honor  in  business  life,  and  for 
integrity  in  all  man's  relations  with  his 
fellow  men.  Mr.  Smith  died  at  the  home 
place,  February  8,  1904. 


JEROME  MULLEN. 

Jerome  Mullen,  who  owns  and  operates 
a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Scott  township,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Iowa  from  his  early  boyhood 
days,  his  parents  having  located  in  this 
state  in  pioneer  times.  He  was  born  in 
Adams  county,  Ohio,  November  10,  1838, 
and  is  a  son  of  Barnard  and  Fannie 
(Pitchenger)  Mullen,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  while  the  latter 
was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Pitchenger. 
The  parents  were  married  in  Ohio  and 
began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm, 
remaining  residents  of  Adams  county 
until  1846,  when,  believing  that  they 
might  have  better  business  opportunities 
in  the  new  and  growing  west  they  started 
for  Iowa,  making  the  journey  down  the 
Ohio    river    and    up    the    Mississippi    to 


Clarksville,  Missouri.  They  spent  a  week 
at  that  place  and  then  resumed  their  jour- 
ney by  wagon  to  Burlington,  where  they 
remained  through  the  winter  but  in  the 
spring  took  up  their  abode  upon  a  farm 
about  fi^'e  miles  north  of  the  city  on 
Tamatown  Prairie.  A  year  later  they  re- 
moved to  Dodgeville,  Des  Moines  county, 
where  they  lived  for  about  eight  years  and 
on  the  expiration  of  that  period  the  father 
purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  13,  Scott  township. 
The  mother  died  there  in  1873,  and  the 
father  continued  upon  the  farm  for  ten 
years,  w'hen  he  went  to  make  his  home 
with  his  son,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  his  own  demise  in  1887.  He  had 
sold  his  farm  in  Henry  county  before 
leaving  it  but  he  still  owned  a  tract  of 
land  in  Union  township,  which  was  sold 
after  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  dis- 
tinguished pioneer  residents  of  Iowa, 
bravely  facing  the  hardships  and  difficul- 
ties incident  to  the  settlement  of  the 
frontier. 

Jerome  Mullen  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters  and  was  a  lad  of  seven  years 
when  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  middle 
west.  He  lived  upon  the  old  homestead 
until  twenty-six  j^ears  of  age  when  he  be- 
gan life  on  his  own  account,  purchasing 
ninety  acres  of  land  on  section  14,  Scott 
township.  He  then  removed  to  that  place, 
erecting  a  frame  house  sixteen  by  twenty- 
four  feet  and  two  stories  in  height,  and 
as  the  years  passed  by  added  other  im- 
provements and  equipments,  developing  a 
good  farm.  Seven  acres  of  the  land  was 
covered  with  timber  and  he  placed  much 
of  the  remainder  under  cultivation,  trans- 
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forming  it  into  productive  lields.  In  the 
spring  of  1883  he  sold  that  property  to 
John  Crumb  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  Adams  county,  removing 
to  that  farm,  upon  which  he  hved  for 
eighteen  months.  He  then  again  sold  out 
and  in  Februar}-,  1884,  l^ought  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  adjoining  his  first 
farm.  To  this  he  has  added  forty  acres, 
so  that  his  home  place  now  comprises  a 
quarter  section.  A  glance  at  the  farm 
indicates  the  careful  supervision  and 
painstaking  efforts  of  the  owner,  who  has 
made  his  place  a  well  improved  property, 
from  which  he  annually  harvests  good 
crops.  In  all  of  his  work  he  is  system- 
atic and  energetic  and  his  labors  have 
been  crowned  with  success. 

On  the  22d  of  February.  1865,  Mr. 
Mullen  was  married  to  Miss  Leanna  Mar- 
shall, a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
Smith  and  Jane  (Van  Brunt)  Marshall. 
Mrs.  Mullen  was  born  in  Ohio  and  by  her 
marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  seven 
children  :  W^illiam,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Ada,  the  wife  of  \\'illiam  Chrisinger,  of 
Scott  township;  Charles  F.,  who  is  living 
in  Scott  township ;  Leander,  at  home ; 
Lottie  J.,  the  wife  of  \\'illiam  Hunter,  of 
Winfield,  Iowa :  Elsie,  who  is  also  under 
the  parental  roof:  and  Ethel,  the  wife  of 
Miller  Owens,  a  resident  farmer  of  Scott 
township. 

Mr.  Mullen  votes  with  the  democracy 
but  has  never  sought  or  desired  office, 
preferring  to  give  his  time  and  energies 
to  his  business  pursuits.  He  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is 
interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  mate- 
rial, political,  intellectual  and  moral  prog- 
ress of  his  community.     The  greater  part 


of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  this  county 
and  the  fact  that  many  of  his  warmest 
friends  are  those  w'ho  have  known  him 
from  his  boyhood  days  to  the  present  time 
is  an  indication  that  his  career  has  been 
honorable  and  upright. 


WILLIAM  CARDEX. 

^^^illiam  Carden,  one  of  the  honored 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Henry  county, 
now  serving  his  district  in  the  state  legis- 
lature, is  a  native  son  of  Des  Moines 
county,  his  birth  having  occurred  near 
Middletown  on  the  24th  of  August,  1865. 
His  parents  were  William  and  Isabella 
(Miller)  Carden,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  in  which 
state  they  were  reared  and  married.  The 
year  1852  witnessed  their  arrival  in  Iowa 
and  the  father  purchased  land  near  Dan- 
ville, Des  Moines  county,  where  he  car- 
ried on  farming  for  two  years.  Subse- 
quently he  took  up  his  abode  near  Middle- 
town,  where  his  remaining  days  were 
passed,  his  death  occurring  in  1866.  His 
wife  long  survived  him  and  passed  away 
in  1890. 

William  Carden  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  until  nineteen  years  of  age 
and  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  near  his  home.  His  more 
advanced  eduoation  was  obtained  in  Par- 
son's College,  at  Fairfield,  Iowa.  His 
collegiate  course  was  not  consecutive  but 
as  opportunity  offered  he  continued  his 
studies  and  was  thereby  well  equipped  for 
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life's  practical  and  responsible  duties.  He 
engaged  in  teaching  at  intervals  for  about 
three  years  in  Des  Moines  and  Henry 
counties  and  then  accepted  a  clerkship 
in  the  Crane  hardware  store  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years,  thus  gaining  a  practical  knowledge 
of  mercantile  methods.  Removing  to 
AMnfield  in  the  fall  of  1890  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  L.  J. 
Garden,  in  the  conduct  of  a  hardware  and 
implement  business.  They  carried  on  the 
store  with  constantly  growing  success  for 
fourteen  years  and  then  sold  out  to 
George  Bloomer.  On  the  ist  of  Septem- 
ber, 1904,  Mr.  Garden  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Will  D.  Garmoe  in  the  real- 
estate  and  loan  business  and  still  figures 
prominentl}^  in  commercial  interests  of 
Winfield.  He  is  a  man  of  enterprise  and 
determination,  carrying  forward  to  suc- 
cessful completion  whatever  he  under- 
takes, and  his  business  career  has  ever 
been  characterized  by  sound  judgment 
and  unfaltering  purpose,  resulting  in  the 
attainment  of  a  creditable  position  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Henry  county. 

On  the  1 8th  of  November,  1901,  Mr. 
Garden  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Fannie  De  Lashmutt,  who  was  born  in 
Des  Moines  county,  and  was  educated  in 
Burlington,  completing  the  high  school 
course.  She  is  a  daughter  of  T.  L.  and 
Ellen  (Shaw)  De  Lashmutt,  the  former 
a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and  the  latter 
of  Ohio.  Her  parents  were  pioneer  resi- 
dents of  Des  Moines  county,  aiding  in 
laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  for 
its  present  prosperity  and  progress. 

Mr.  Garden  is  a  Presbyterian  in  reli- 
gious  faith  and   fraternally   is  connected 


with  the  Masonic  Lodge  and  the  Lide- 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Since 
taking  up  his  abode  in  Winfield  he  has 
been  actively  interested  in  politics  as  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  his 
fitness  for  leadership  has  been  recognized 
in  his  election  to  the  office  of  representa- 
tive. Li  the  fall  of  1901  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  general  assembly  and  by 
re-election  will  continue  a  member  of  the 
house  until  the  ist  of  January,  1907.  He 
is  a  capable,  working  member  of  the  legis- 
lative, giving  careful  consideration  to  the 
questions  which  come  up  for  settlement 
and  his  interest  in  the  welfare  and  de- 
velopment of  his  state  is  deep  and  sincere. 
He  has  made  a  creditable  record  in  both 
commercial  and  political  circles  and  is 
justly  accounted  one  of  the  distinguished 
and  leading-  citizens  of  eHnry  county, 
iowa. 


DAVID   S.   MILLS. 

David  S.  ]\Iills,  who  is  interested  in 
general  farming  in  Tippecanoe  township, 
was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio, 
April  13,  1835.  His  father,  John  Mills, 
was  a  native  of  North  Garolina  and  a  son 
of  Alexander  Mills.  After  reaching  years 
of  maturity  he  wedded  Annie  Macy,  who 
was  also  born  in  North  Garolina  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Paul  and  Eunice 
(Macy)  Macy.  On  coming  to  Iowa  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Mills  spent  the  first  win- 
ter in  Salem,  after  which  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  on  section  33.  Tippe- 
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canoe  township,  for  which  he  paid  one 
hundred  dollars.  It  was  covered  with 
brush  and  timber.  He  built  a  slab  house 
and  moved  into  it  during  the  third  year  of 
his  residence  in  this  state.  With  charac- 
teristic energy  he  began  clearing  his  land 
and  improving  the  fields  and  in  course  of 
time  he  gathered  rich  harvests,  his  at- 
tention being  given  to  the  farm  work  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  July,  1863.  His  wife  had  passed  away 
a  few  months  before,  her  death  occurring 
in  September,  1862.  The  original  forty 
acres  owned  by  the  father  is  now'  in  pos- 
session of  David  S.  Mills  and  has  all  been 
cleared  and  cultivated. 

David  S.  Mills  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  ten  -children,  five 
sons  and  five  daughters.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio 
and  Iowa,  for  in  his  youth  he  accompa- 
nied his  parents  to  the  latter  state.  He 
remaind  wath  them  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority,  when  he  started  out  upon 
an  independent  business  career,  his  first 
employment  being  that  of  engineer  in  a 
flouring  mill  and  sawmill  of  this  vicinity. 
Six  months  later  he  removed  to  Hardin 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  farm 
labor  for  a  year,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Henry  county,  where  he  was  again  em- 
ployed for  a  few  years  in  a  grist  and  saw- 
mill. He  has  been  watchful  of  opportu- 
nities pointing  to  success  and  by  his  ju- 
dicious use  of  the  advantages  w^hich  have 
come  to  him  he  has  gained  a  place  among 
the  substantial  agriculturists  of  Henry 
county. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  i860,  Mr. 
Mills  w^as  married  to  Miss  Margaret  A. 
Hockett,  who  was  born  in  Salem  town- 


ship. May  12,  1843,  ^'^d  pursued  her  edu- 
cation in  a  Quaker  school.  Her  parents 
were  Edward  and  Betsy  (Harris)  Hock- 
ett, natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  for- 
mer a  son  of  Stephen  and  Margaret 
(Thornburg)  Hockett,  and  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Obadiah  and  Mary  (Mor- 
mon) Harris.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills 
were  born  tw^elve  children :  Edward,  w'ho 
w^as  born  October  21,  i860,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 30,  1875;  John,  wdio  w-as  born  De- 
cember 26,  1862,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Oklahoma;  Samuel,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 18,  1865,  and  died  October  i, 
1865 ;  Mary  Irene,  who  was  born  Janu- 
ary 4,  1867,  and  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Trueblood,  of  Tippecanoe  township ;  Kiah 
S.,  who  was  born  August  J2,  1869,  and 
is  also  living  in  Tippecanoe  township; 
Julia  A.,  who  was  born  February  11, 
1872,  and  is  the  wife  of  Foster  Trueblood 
of  the  same  township;  Jesse  J.,  who  was 
born  April  5,  1874,  and  is  farming  in 
Tippecanoe  township;  Esther  E.,  who 
was  born  July  18,  1876,  and  is  the  w-ife 
of  John  W.  Brown,  of  Lee  county,  Iowa ; 
Jimmie  L.,  who  w^as  born  September  10, 
1878,  and  is  living  in  Salem  township; 
Susie  R.,  who  was  born  November  16, 
1880,  and  is  the  wnfe  of  Bert  A.  Jay,  of 
Tippecanoe  towaiship;  Martha  L.,  who 
was  born  September  18,  1884,  and  is  the 
wafe  of  Howard  Brown,  of  Salem,  Iowa ; 
and  Lawrence  A.,  who  was  born  Febru- 
ary 12,  1887,  and  is  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  David  S.  Mills  was 
engaged  at  milling  for  a  time,  after  which 
he  had  charge  of  his  father-in-law's  farm 
for  a  year.  He  then  rented  land  which 
he  cultivated  and  improved  and  also  a 
tract  of  fortv  acres   which   his  w-ife   re- 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


457 


ceived  from  her  parents.  Upon  that  place 
he  built  a  house  which  they  occupied  for 
three  years  and  then  traded  the  property 
for  eighty  acres  in  Hardin  county,  Iowa, 
whereon  they  lived  for  about  eight  years, 
although  that  period  was  not  a  continuous 
one,  for  during  an  interval  of  a  year  they 
lived  in  Henry  county.  At  length  Mr. 
Mills  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixtv 
acres  in  Hardin  county,  which  was  open 
prairie  and  he  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing there  for  a  time  but  eventually  he  sold 
that  property  and  built  a  frame  store 
building  in  Union,  in  which  he  conducted 
a  drug  business  and  general  store  for  six 
months.  Selling  out  his  mercantile  in- 
terests, he  returned  to  Tippecanoe  town 
ship,  Henry  county,  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  33,  to  which  he 
has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
acres  of  rich  and  productive  land,  situated 
on  section  33  and  34,  Tippecanoe  town- 
ship. He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
also  raises  cattle,  horses,  and  hogs.  Mr. 
Mills  has  met  with  difficulties  and  re- 
verses in  his  business,  but  has  regarded 
these  obstacles  rather  as  an  impetus  for 
renewed  effort  and  has  worked  his  wav 
steadily  upward  through  the  force  of  un- 
remitting diligence  and  determination.  In 
politics  he  is  a  democrat  and  has  served 
both  as  road  supervisor  and  school  di- 
rector. He  is  interested  in  community 
affairs  to  the  extent  of  giving  co-opera- 
tion to  many  movements  for  the  general 
good,  but  his  chief  attention  has  been 
*concentrated  upon  his  business  affairs 
which  have  resulted  beneficially  in  the  ac- 
quirement of  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  the 
count^^ 


CARL  MOEHLE. 

In  Carl  Moehle  we  find  a  splendid  rep- 
resentative of  the  self-made  man — a  man 
who  without  special  family  or  pecuniarv 
advantages  at  the  outset  of  his  career  has 
worked  his  way  steadily  upward  unde- 
terred by  difficulties  and  obstacles  and  has 
by  persistent  and  capable  management 
gained  a  desirable  competence.  He  is 
now  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  having  a  good  tract  of  land 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Henry 
county  and  also  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  acres  in  Louisa  county. 

Mr.  Moehle  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Prussia  on 
the  4th  of  July,  i860.  His  parents  were 
Gottlieb  and  Louisa  (Brinkhoff)  Moehle, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany. 
There  the  father  died  in  1887  but  the 
mother  is  still  living  in  her  native  land. 

Carl  Moehle  had  very  limited  oppor- 
tunities for  acquiring  an  education  as  he 
had  to  begin  earning  his  own  living  at  an 
early  age.  Hearing  favorable  reports 
concerning  America  and  its  business 
opportunities  he  resolved  to  test  the  truth 
of  these  tales  and  benefit  if  possible  by 
the  improved  business  conditions  in  the 
new  world.  Accordingly  he  sailed  for 
the  United  States  and  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1885,  arrived  in  Burlington. 
Having  no  capital  it  was  necessary  that 
he  secure  immediate  employment  and  for 
three  years  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  in 
Des  Moines  county,  during  which  time  he 
saved  from  his  earnings  the  money  which 
enabled  him  to  purchase  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres.  He  then  at  once  began  its  cultiva- 
tion   and    improvement    and    afterward 
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added  to  it  a  tract  of  twenty  acres.  He 
then  carried  on  farming  on  his  own 
account  in  Des  Moines  county  until  the 
spring-  of  1895.  when  he  sold  his  first 
propert}'  and  invested  in  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  acres  on  section  12,  Scott 
townsliip.  Henry  county.  In  1901  he 
bought  land  in  Louisa  county  just  across 
tile  road  from  his  residence  and  he  now 
has  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres  in 
that  tract  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  the  home  place  in  Henry  county. 
The  work  of  improvement  has  been  car- 
ried steadily  forward  here.  He  made  addi- 
tion to  his  barn  forty  feet  square  with  si.s:- 
teen-foot  posts  and  seven-foot  basement. 
He  has  room  for  two  carloads  of  cattle 
each  year  and  he  also  raises  from  twenty- 
five  to  seventy  head  of  Poland  China  hogs 
and  from  two  to  four  head  of  horses 
annually.  He  cultivates  all  his  land, 
carrying  on  general  farming  and  the  fields 
return  good  crops  for  the  care  and  labor 
bestowed  upon  them.  His  field  products 
and  his  stock  both  find  a  ready  sale  on  the 
market  and  he  is  doing  a  profitable  busi- 
ness which  each  year  adds  to  his  income 
and  his  capital. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March.  1889,  Mr. 
Moehle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
,  Tillie  Yohontzmeier.  w  ho  was  born  in 
Franklin  township,  Des  Moines  county, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Carl  and  Mary 
(Breur)  Yohontzmeier,  both  of  wdiom 
were  natives  of  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moehle  have  five  children.  Lulu,  Carl, 
Clarence,  Gilbert  and  John.  Mr.  Moehle 
certainly  deserves  great  credit  for  what  he 
has  accornplished  in  life  as  he  came  to 
America  empty-handed  and  with  little 
knowledge  of  the  English  language.  He 


mastered  the  foreign  tongue,  acquainted 
himself  with  business  conditions  and  ad- 
vantages in  the  new  world  and  with  the 
utilization  of  his  opportunities  combined 
with  unremitting  dililegence  he  has 
w'orked  his  way  steadily  upward  until  he 
is  now  accounted  one  of  the  prosperous 
farmers  of  Scott  township.  Li  politics 
he  is  republican  and  is  a  Presbyterian  in 
relieious  faith. 


JOSEPH  M.  GREEN. 

Joseph  M.  Green,  a  capitalist  largely 
engaged  in  loaning  money  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  was  born  in  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1850.  His 
parents,  James  C.  and  Jane  (Morrison) 
Green,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  the  year  1836  the  father  came  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Henry  county.  He  en- 
tered a  farm  from  the  government  and 
began  the  development  of  the  property, 
making  his  home  thereon  until  his  death. 
His  children  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
the  land,  w'hile  he  devoted  his  time  to 
loaning  money  and  to  other  financial  in- 
terests, thus  accumulating  a  very  desir- 
able competence.  He  died  in  the  year 
1888,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
Green  Mound  cemetery  at  Trenton,  Iowa. 
His  political  allegiance  w^as  given  to  the 
Democracy,  and  he  was  affiliated  with  the 
various  positions  of  political  preferment, 
serving  as  justice  of  the  .peace  in  Tren- 
ton, as  a  member  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors, of  Henry  county,  and  as  a  repre- 
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seiitative  to  the  state  legislature.  Be- 
cause of  his  activity  in  business  affairs 
and  political  life  he  became  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  residents  of  this 
section  of  the  state,  leaving  his  impress 
for  good  upon  the  history  of  Henry 
county,  with  which  he  has  been  connected 
from  a  very  early  epoch  in  its  develop- 
ment. Fraternally  he  was  connected  with 
the  Odd  Fellows  Society  in  which  he 
passed  all  of  the  chairs.  His  wife  departed 
this  life  in  1895.  In  their  family  were 
nine  children:  Sarah,  deceased;  Anna, 
the  wife  of  C.  C.  Turney,  a  resident  of 
Nebraska;  Samuel,  who  married  Joel 
Evert  and  is  living  in  Trenton,  Iowa ; 
Charles,  who  wedded  Martha  Bone,  and 
resides  in  Mount  Pleasant ;  Emily,  de- 
ceased ;  Alice,  who  has  also  passed  away ; 
James,  who  married  Mrs.  Shaffer,  and  is 
living  in  Winfield,  Iowa ;  and  Frank, 
deceased. 

Joseph  M.  Green  reared  under  the  pa- 
rental roof  pursued  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Trenton  and  afterward 
gave  his  undivided  attention  to  farm 
work  upon  the  old  homestead,  being  thus 
engaged  until  his  father's  death.  In  1899 
he  located  in  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  loaning  money.  He  formerly 
lived  with  his  sister  Alice  and  after  her 
death  took  up  his  abode  in  the  Harlan 
House.  In  1898  he  erected  an  elegant 
resident  at  No.  301  Jefferson  street,  at 
the  corner  of  \\^est  Henry  street.  He  is 
a  representative  of  an  honored  pioneer 
family,  the  name  Green  being  closely  as- 
sociated with  the  history  of  Henry 
county  from  a  very  early  date.  His  fa- 
ther left  him  some  means  which  he  has 
greatly    increased    through   his   judicious 


investment  and  excellent  business  ability. 
He  displays  keen  discernment  in  business 
transactions,  sound  judgment  and  unfal- 
tering enterprise  and  his  efforts  have  been 
attended  with  a  very  gratifying  measure 
of  prosperity. 


THOMAS  B.  WALKER. 

Thomas  B.  Walker,  who  for  many 
years  was  closely  connected  with  agri- 
cultural interests  in  Henry  county  but  is 
now  living  in  \\'"ayland,  was  born  in  Ran- 
dolph county,  Indiana,  on  the  13th  of 
December,  1835.  He  is  a  representative 
of  an  old  Virginia  family.  His  paternal 
grandparents,  Horatio  and  Susan  (Sad- 
ler) Walker,  were  born  in  Virginia, 
whence  they  removed  to  Ross  county, 
Ohio,  and  it  was  there  that  William  S. 
Walker,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
and  reared.  He  wedded  Miss  Sarah 
Parry,  who  was  born  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Ohio  and  was  a  daughter  of  Caleb 
and  Ellen  (McGiffen)  Parry.  The  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \\'illiam  ^^^alker 
was  celebrated  in  the  Buckeye  state  and 
they  began  their  domsetic  life  there  upon 
a  farm,  his  attention  being  devoted  to 
general  agricultural  pursuits  until  1835. 
In  that  year  he  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
he  resided  for  ten  years  and  then  brought 
his  family  to  Iowa,  making  the  journey 
westward  by  wagon.  Few  railroads  had 
been  built  in  the  country  at  that  time  and 
most  of  the  traveling  was  done  by  stage 
or  private  conveyance.    The  Walker  fam- 
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ily  were  over  three  weeks  upon  the  way 
in  traversing  a  distance  that  could  now 
be  covered  in  a  few  hours.  They  settled 
three  miles  west  of  Burlington  upon  a 
rented  farm  and  three  years  later  came  to 
Jefferson  township,  Henry  county,  where 
the  father  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  prai- 
rie land  upon  which  not  a  furrow  had 
been  turned  nor  an  improvement  made. 
He  first  built  a  log  cabin  into  which  the 
family  moved  on  the  29th  of  November, 
1848,  and  thus  in  true  pioneer  style  they 
began  life  in  this  county.  He  continued 
to  reside  upon  the  farm  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  January  28, 
1863.  His  widow  long  survived  him  and 
died  March  10,  1900. 

Thomas  B.  \\'alker  was  less  than  ten 
years  old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Iowa,  so  that  he  was  reared  amid  pioneer 
surroundings  here  and  like  the  other 
members  of  the  family  he  pursued  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools. 

Air.  \\'alker  made  his  home  with  his  fa- 
ther until  the  latter's  death  and  then 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  in  1863.  He 
■farmed  his  mother's  land  until  1865,  when 
he  went  to  California,  spending  two  years 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  state.  He  was 
here  engaged  in  teaming  and  working  by 
the  month  on  ranches.  In  1867  he  re- 
turned to  Iowa.  A  short  time  prior  to 
his  father's  death  he  had  purchased  forty 
acres  of  the  home  farm  and  in  1871  he 
bought  an  adjoining  tract  of  forty  acres, 
which  was  under  cultivation.  In  1874 
he  further  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
property  by  buying  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
acres  lying  adjacent  to  the  original  farm 
and  a  portion  of  which  had  been  cul- 
tivated. 


He  also  bought  fifty  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining Way  land  on  the  north,  a  portion 
of  which  lies  within  the  corporation  limits 
of  the  city.  This  was  purchased  in  1902 
and  was  all  used  for  farming  but  had  no 
buildings  upon  it. 

He  always  carried  on  general  farming, 
the  fields  being  well  tilled  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  the  cereals  he 
also  raised  and  fed  cattle  and  raised  hogs 
and  horses.  He  retired  from  the  active 
work  of  the  farm  in  January,  1904.  and 
is  now  living  in  Way  land,  his  life  hitherto 
having  been  one  of  untiring  activity. 

With  the  exception  of  two  years  spent 
in  California  almost  his  entire  life  has 
been  passed  in  this  part  of  the  state  and 
for  more  than  sixty  years  he  lias  watched 
its  growth  and  de\'elopment,  noting  the 
many  changes  which  have  transformed  it 
from  a  primitive  wilderness  to  a  district 
of  rich  fertility  improved  with  all  of  the 
advantages  of  modern  civilization. 


JOHN  F.  MALLAMS. 

John  F.  Mallans,  who  for  twenty-seven 
years  has  resided  on  his  present  farm 
in  Center  township,  was  born  in  Sara- 
toga. New  York.  July  21.  1849,  His 
father.  John  Alallams.  was  a  native 
of  England,  born  in  1824.  and  after 
working  in  a  coal  mine  for  a  year 
and  a  half  came  to  America  in  1832. 
being  at  that  time  only  eio-ht  years 
of  age.  He  accompanied  his  par- 
ents, who  made  the  voyage  in  a  sailing 
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vessel  which  dropped  anchor  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  York  after  sixty-five  or  sev- 
enty days  spent  upon  the  ocean,  during 
which  time  a  severe  storm  was  encoun- 
tered. The  grandfather  first  engaged  in 
business  and  later  turned  his  attention  to 
farming  between  Albany  and  New  York, 
where  he  cleared  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  acres  of  land  which  was  devoted  to 
gardening  and  to  the  raising  of  various 
cereals  adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate. 
He  met  with  reverses  there,  however,  and 
decided  to  come  west,  settling  in  the  vi- 
vicinity  of  Mount  Pleasant,  in  1855. 
The  father  of  our  subject  lived  upon  a 
farm  about  a  mile  from  where  John  F. 
Mallams  now  makes  his  home  and  there 
the  latter  remained  until  eighteen  years 
of  age.  The  father  afterward  removed 
to  New  London  township  when  his  son 
John  was  about  twenty-four  years  of  age 
and  there  he  spent  his  remaining  days, 
passing  away  in  1892.  He  was  married 
three  times  and  his  widow  is  living  in 
New  London.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  the  first  wife  and  there  were 
three  children  by  that  marriage,  of  whom 
two  are  living,  namely :  Sarah  J.,  of 
Jefferson  county,  Iowa ;  and  John  F.,  of 
this  review.  By  the  second  marriage  there 
was  one  child.  May  C,  now  the  wife  of 
Robert  Frost,  of  Nebraska.  There  were 
two  children  by  the  third  marriage: 
Beatrice,  the  wife  of  Ed  DeGammo,  of 
New  London,  Iowa;  and  Ferrell,  who  is 
living  in  Jefferson  county,  this  state.  The 
father  was  a  republican  in  his  political 
views  and  served  as  school  director  and 
as  road  supervisor.  He  and  his  wife  held 
membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
and  he  was  interested  in  all  that  pertains 


to  the  general  welfare  of  the  community, 
aiding  as  far  as  possible  in  the  work  of 
public  improvement  and  development. 
When  called  to  his  final  rest  his  remains 
were  interred  in  Bethel  cemetery  in  Cen- 
ter township. 

John  F.  Mallams  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  Henry 
county  and  in  Howe's  x\cademy.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  working  upon  the  home 
farm  and  gaining  practical  knowledge  of 
the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  and 
caring  for  the  crops.  As  a  companion 
and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  he  chose 
Miss  Emma  S.  Neel,  to  whom  he  was 
married  on  the  31st  of  December,  1873. 
She  was  born  in  Center  township  in  1849, 
a  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Rebecca  (Strat- 
ton)  Neel.  The  father's  birth  occurred 
in  Franklin  county,  Maryland,  and  the 
mother  was  born  in  Champaign  county, 
Ohio.  She  died  in  Iowa,  August  26. 
1892,  in  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Mallams.  Mr.  Neel  came  to  the  west  in 
1844  and  here  turned  his  attention  to 
general  agricultural  pursuits,  although  he 
had  followed  carpentering  in  the  east.  He 
carried  on  farming  up  to  the  time  of  his 
retirement  from  business  life  about  ten 
or  twelve  years  before  he  was  called  to 
his  final  rest,  his  last  years  being  spent 
in  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Mal- 
lams. His  political  allegiance  was  given 
to  the  Republican  party  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy 
couple  were  ten  children,  oi  whom 
five  are  now  living,  namely :  John. 
N.,  who  married  Miss  Ann  Snow  and 
lives  in  Mount  Pleasant;  Ann,  the  wife 
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of  George  McNealley.  of  Russell,  Iowa; 
Ella,  the  wife  of  John  Cox.  of  Mount 
Pleasant;  Emma,  the  wife  of  John  F. 
Mallams;  and  Sarah,  who  is  the  widow  of 
Enoch  Davis  and  resides  in  Mount 
Pleasant. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mallams  have  five  sons. 
all  of  whom  were  1)orn  in  Henry  county. 
Francis  Burke,  born  January  16.  1875 
and  now  living  in  Center  township,  mar- 
ried Miss  Myrtle  Purdy.  by  whom  he  has 
two  children.  Miles  Edgar  and  Florence 
Elizabeth.  Lot  Neel,  born  September  29, 
1875.  is  a  railroad  conductor  living  in 
Aurora.  Illinois.  Robert  Nelson,  born 
November  14.  1882.  died  December  23, 
1894.  John  Wilbur,  born  February  13, 
1885.  Perry  Franklin,  born  July  12, 
1889.  and  Clarence  Verl.  born  January 
29,  1892,  are  all  at  home. 

For  twenty-seven  years  I\Ir.  Mal- 
lams has  resided  upon  his  present 
farm,  which  had  formerly  been  the 
home  of  his  wife  before  her  mar- 
riage, so  that  she  has  lived  here  for 
thirty-eight  years.  He  has  remodeled 
the  house  and  made  other  improvements 
and  the  farm  is  kept  in  excellent  condi- 
tion. In  addition  to  this  property  he  also 
owns  twenty-seven  acres  of  partially  cul- 
tivated land,  also  in  Center  township.  His 
home  place  is  located  on  sections  5,  6,  7, 
and  8.  and  the  well  tilled  fields  and  neat 
appearance  of  the  place  indicate  the  care- 
ful supervision  of  a  practical  and  pro- 
gressive owner.  Mr.  Mallams  is  a  repub- 
lican and  for  four  years  has  served  as 
school  director.  He  belongs  to  Mystic 
Lodge,  No.  55.  Independent  Order  of 
Ofld  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  of 
the  chairs  and  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted 


members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In 
business  afifairs  and  in  citizenship  he  is 
progressive  and  enterprising,  just  and 
generous  and  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mal- 
lams are  highly  esteemed  in  the  commu- 
nity, where  they  make  their  home.  Since 
the  above  was  written  they  have  sold  out 
and  removed  from  Henry  county  to  Van 
Buren  county,  Hillsboro  still  being  their 
postoffice. 


GEORGE  H.  CONOVER. 

George  H.  Conover.  a  retired  contractor 
and  builder  now  living  upon  a  farm  in 
Jefferson  township,  has  made  his  home 
upon  this  place  since  1863.  His  activity 
and  energy  in  former  years  brought  him 
the  capital  that  now  enables  him  to  rest 
from  further  labors  and  in  well  earned 
ease  he  is  enjoying  life  and  the  fruits  of 
his  former  toil.  He  was  born  in  Mon- 
mouth county,  New  Jersey,  April  10, 
1832,  and  he  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
seven  children,  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, whose  parents  Avere  Cornelius  D. 
and  Johnanna  G.  (Rogers)  Conover, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Monmouth 
county.  New  Jersey.  The  parents  were 
farming  people  of  that  state,  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives,  the  father  dying 
June  18.  1849,  while  the  mother  passed 
away  on  the  2d  of  November,  1857. 

George  H.  Conover  spent  his  youth  in 
the  state  of  his  nativity  and  acquired  his 
education  in  the  common  schols  there.  He 
afterward  went  to  New  York  city,  where 
he  learned  and  followed  the  carpenter's 
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trade,  spending  more  than  four  years  in 
the  eastern  metropoHs.  On  the  7th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1856,  he  came  to  Henry  county,  be- 
lieving that  he  might  have  better  business 
oportunities  in  this  section  of  the  state, 
which  was  then  comparatively  new  but 
was  developing  rapidly.  He  remained 
with  an  uncle  the  first  winter  and  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1856,  he  secured  a  contract 
and  beg'an  the  erection  of  a  large  brick 
residence  for  Jacob  Moore,  doing  the 
woodwork  alone.  It  required  a  year  to 
complete  that  task.  He  also  built  a  frame 
house  about  the  same  time  and  his  ex- 
cellent workmanship  soon  established  his 
reputation  and  secured  him  a  large  and 
growing  patronage.  He  did  contracting 
and  building  all  through  the  country  and 
has  erected  many  of  the  finest  buildings 
in  this  section  of  Iowa.  Every  house 
which  he  has  erected  has  withstood  the 
wind  storms  and  the  ravages  of  time, 
showing  that  they  were  well  constructed. 
In  1862  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  24,  Jefferson  township, 
on  which  some  improvements  had  been 
made  and  there  he  built  a  small  house,  in 
which  he  lived  until  he  erected  his  pres- 
ent residence  of  eight  rooms.  There  is 
a  cellar  underneath  the  whole  house  and 
a  thirteen-inch  wall  of  brick.  In  1873. 
he  rented  his  land,  while  he  continued  in 
the  contracting  and  building  business,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1897  l"*^  retired  therefrom 
and  has  since  resided  on  his  farm. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1858,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Conover 
and  Miss  Adelaide  Kingsbury.  She  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Indiana 
and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  left  that 
state  and  came  to  Mount  Pleasant  with 


her  parents,  George  and  Rebecca  ( Ra- 
mey)  Kingsbury,  the  former  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  In 
their  family  were  the  following  children : 
Edmond  F.,  who  was  born  May  22,  i860, 
and  is  living  in  Henry  county;  Madison 
M.,  who  was  born  August  24,  1862,  and 
died  August  28,  1862.;  Lottie  M.,  who 
was  born  August  24,  1863,  and  died  on 
the  29th  of  September  of  the  same  year; 
Freddie  G.-,  who  was  born  June  4,  1865, 
and  died  on  the  21st  of  August,  follow- 
ing; Lue  R.,  who  was  born  October  8, 
1866,  and  died  September  22,  1878; 
Howard  H.,  who  was  born  May  10,  1868, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Buda,  Illinois ;  George 
W.,  who  was  born  September  16,  1869, 
and  is  living  in  Wayland,  Iowa;  Etta  M., 
who  was  born  October  11,  1871,  and  died 
October  16,  1872;  Lettie,  who  was  born 
September  21,  1873,  and  died  on  the  8th 
of  November,  of  that  year ;  Elmer,  who 
was  born  March  5,  1875,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 14,  1878;  Irvin,  who  was  born 
July  28,  1878,  and  resided  in  Mount 
Pleasant;  and  Florence,  who  was  born 
October  16,  1879,  and  is  at  home  with  her 
parents. 

Mr.  Conover  has  led  a  busy  and  use- 
ful life  and  all  his  undertakings  have  been 
characterized  by  the  thoroughness  and  re- 
liability. Many  of  the  fine  buildings  of 
the  county  stand  as  monuments  to  his 
thrift,  skill,  and  labor,  and  at  all  times  he 
has  maintained  an  excellent  reputation  for 
enterprise  and  straightforward  dealing. 
In  politics  he  is  a  republican  but  has  been 
without  aspiration  for  office,  giving  his 
entire  time  to  his  business  affairs  which 
have  been  capably  managed.  Now  in  the 
evening  of  life  with  a  comfortable  compe- 
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tence  which  is  the  reward  of  earnest  en- 
deavor he  is  H\ing  retired  upon  his  farm 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well  earned  rest. 


AZEL   FREEMAN. 

Azel  Freeman,  deceased,  in  whose 
death  the  community  lost  a  .representa- 
tive citizen  and  an  enterprising  farmer, 
was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, October  4,  1834.  He  represented 
one  of  the  old  families  of  that  state,  his 
parents  being  John  M.  and  Julia  Ann 
(Hopwood)  Freeman,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  mother's 
birth  occurred  in  Monroe  and  both  died 
in  Fayette  county. 

Azel  Freeman  was  a  district  school  stu- 
dent, at  Walnut  Hill,  Pennsylvania,  in 
his  boyhood  days  and  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farm  lads,  assisting  in 
the  labors  of  field  and  meadow  when  not 
occupied  with  the  duties  of  the  school 
room.  He  continued  his  active  connec- 
tions with  farming  interests  in  the  Key- 
stone state  until  his  removal  to  Iowa, 
when  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  on  the  southeast  C|uarter  of  section 
1 1 .  Scott  township,  Henry  county.  A 
house  had  been  erected  here  and  there 
was  a  barn,  orchard  and  good  fences. 
With  characteristic  energy  Mr.  Freeman 
began  the  further  development  and  im- 
provement of  this  place,  which  soon  gave 
evidence  of  his  careful  supervision  and 
labor  in  its  well  kept  appearance  and  large 
crops.     After  about  eight  years  he  pur- 


chased other  land  in  the  same  locality,  se- 
curing in  all  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  cultivable  land  and  fifteen  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  in  Henry  county  and  five  acres 
in  Louisa  county.  He  built  a  large  hay 
barn  and  good  sheds  and  at  different  times 
added  to  and  remodeled  the  house,  mak- 
ing one  of  the  best  improved  farm  prop- 
erties in  his  township.  In  all  of  his  work 
he  was  systematic,  realizing  that  "order 
is  nature's  first  law,"  and  by  his  prac- 
tical and  indefatigable  effort  he  achieved 
a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  His  at- 
tention was  devoted  to  general  farming 
until  1885,  when  he  ceased  to  cultivate 
his  land  to  any  extent  but  used  it  for  pas- 
turage. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1864,  Mr.  Free- 
man was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Frances  Nixon,  who  was  born  in  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  the 
marriage  was  celebrated.  Mrs.  Freeman 
was  a  daughter  of  Moses  H.  and  Louisa 
(Bailey)  Nixon,  the  former  a  native  of 
Fayette  county  and  the  latter  of  Green 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents were  William  and  Frances  (Smi- 
ley) Nixon,  the  former  a  native  of  Ire- 
land and  the  latter  of  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Her  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Eli  and  Perly  (Gregg)  Bailey, 
both  natives  of  Green  county.  Mrs.  Free- 
man pursued  her  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  remained  at  home  up  to  the 
time  of  her  marriage.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  three  daughters :  Anna  Lou- 
isa, who  was  born  September  11,  1865, 
and  died  January  2,  1869;  Elizabeth,  born 
October  2,  1868,  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Mil- 
ler, a  resident  farmer  of  Scott  township; 
and  Julia  E\-a.  who  is  at  home  with  her 
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mother,  was  born  June  18.  1876,  and  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  W^esleyan  Uni- 
versity, of  the  class  of  1897. 

On  the  4th  of  June.  1901,  x\zel  Free- 
man was  called  to  his  final  rest  and  his 
death  was  deeply  regretted  by  many 
friends  as  well  as  his  immediate  family. 
He  voted  with  the  Republican  party,  his 
first  presidential  vote  being  cast  for  John 
C.  Fremont,  and  in  all  matters  of  citi- 
zenship was  public  spirited  and  progres- 
sive, taking  an  active  and  helpful  part  in 
supporting  many  measures  for  the  public 
good.  He  held  membership  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church  and  its  teachings 
permeated  his  life  and  guided  him  in  his 
relations  with  his  fellow  men.  After  her 
husband's  death  Mrs.  Freeman  lived 
upon  the  home  farm  until  March  i.  1902, 
when  she  bought  a  fine  property  in  Win- 
field.  She  has  rented  the  farm,  which 
returns  to  her  a  good  annual  income  and 
with  her  daughter,  Julia  Eva  Freeman, 
makes  her  home  in  the  village.  The 
mother  and  daughters  are  well  known  so- 
cially in  this  part  of  the  county  and  have 
a  wide  circle  of  warm  friends. 


ADDENDA. 

Mrs.  Freeman's  grandfather  died  on 
his  way  to  California,  and  sleeps  beneath 
the  placid  waters  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  Mr. 
Freeman  has  a  noble  ancestry. 

On  his  mother's  side  the  Hopwood's 
family  is  traced  back  to  Normandy 
whence  ,  in  1066,  they  came  with  \\' illiani 
the  Conquorer  to  England  and  helped 
found  a  new  kingdom  at  the  battle  of 
Hastings.  About  the  year  1700  Moses 
Hopwood  came  to  America  and  settled  in 


Virginia.  His  sons  took  part  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  one  being  one  of  Gen- 
eral  Washington's  staff  officers. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  he  settled  in 
western  Pennsjdvania.  The  Freemans  are 
originally  from  Oxford,  England. 

The  first  representatives  of  the  family 
to  come  to  the  new  world  were  Edward 
Freeman  and  his  three  sons,  boys  between 
the  ages  of  ten  and  fifteen  years,  who 
came  over  in  1681  in  the  same  ship  that 
brought  William  Penn. 

At  the  landing  wdiere  Philadelphia  now 
stands  Mr.  Freeman  was  accidentally 
knocked  overboard  and  his  body  never 
recovered.  The  three  boys  left  friendless 
and  penniless  (for  the  father's  wealth  was 
all  on  his  person)  were  after  the  custom 
of  that  age,  bound  out. 

The  oldest,  Henry,  had  a  very  tyran- 
nical master,  whom  he  soon  left,  crossing 
the  Delaware  river  into  New  Jersey  by 
night  and  found  a  refuge,  and  when 
grown  to  manhood  amassed  a  fortune 
there,  and  from  there  moved  into  western 
Pennsylvania. 

Although  men  of  peace,  they  were  ever 
ready  to  shoulder  the  musket  in  defense  of 
home  and  native  land.  So  we  find  them 
fighting  under  Washington  at  Monmouth 
and  elsewhere. 

Physically  they  had  the  blue  eyes  and 
fair  complexions  of  their  Norman  ances- 
tors, were  men  of  po^^•erful  ph}-sique  and 
capable  of  great  ph}'sical  endurance. 
Modest  and  unassuming,  broad  minded 
and  generous,  hating  everything  mean  or 
dishonorable,  they  were  men  whose  in- 
fluence was  always  on  the  side  of  right, 
men  from  whom  no  one  deserving  ever 
asked  help  in  \-ain. 
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JOHN  J.  FITZGERALD. 

John  J.  Fitzgerald,  a  capitalist  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  was  born  in  Mason 
county,  Kentucky.  January  5,  1856,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Isabelle  (Wallace) 
Fitzgerald,  the  former  also  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  a  son  of  Moses  and  Nancy 
(White)  Fitzgerald.  Moses  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  and  ^Nliss  Wliite  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Moses  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1 81 2. 

Isabelle  \\'allace  is  the  daughter  of 
David  and  Nancy  (Campbell)  Wallace, 
both  born  near  Londonderry.  Ireland,  of 
Scotch  ancestry. 

Both  the  Fitzgerald  and  Wallace  fami- 
lies have  the  religious  faith  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  the  former  being  estab- 
lished in  Virginia  at  the  early  day  of  the 
colonization  of  the  new  world,  and  later 
becoming  residents  of  Kentucky.  The 
Fitzgeralds  were  very  prominent  in  the 
Blue-grass  state,  were  connected  w'ith 
many  of  the  leading  families,  and  were  in- 
terested in  many  matters  of  public  mo- 
ment. The  father  of  our  subject  is  now 
deceased,  having  passed  away  in  Ken- 
tucky, in  August,  1855,  of  cholera,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home  in 
this  city. 

John  J.  Fitzgerald  was  brought  to  Iowa 
in  his  boyhood  days  and  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Mount  Pleasant  high  school.  He 
won  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  upon 
graduation  from  the  Iowa  \\^esleyan  Uni- 
versity in  1875,  after  which  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Woolson  &  Babb,  re- 
maining until  after  his  examination  and 
admission  to  the  bar  in  1878.  He  prac- 
ticed law  for  about  one  Aear.  but  studied 


the  profession  mainly  for  the  purpose  of 
using  his  knowledge  in  the  management 
of  his  private  business  interests.  Since 
coming  to  Iowa  in  his  youth  he  has  lived 
in  Washington  and  Henry  counties,  and 
is  the  owaier  of  six  hundred  acres  of  very 
valuable  farming  land  in  addition  to  his 
residence  property  in  Mount  Pleasant  and 
a  three-story  business  building  on  the 
square.  He  owns  altogether  about  forty 
acres  of  land  ^^-ithin  the  city  limits.  He 
has  recently  purchased  three  sections  of 
land  in  Canada  and  he  likewise  has  large 
property  interests  in  Seattle,  Washington. 
He  is  a  lumber  manufacturer  of  Florida, 
where  he  owns  several  thousand  acres  of 
land,  and  lumber.  He  has  two  saw  mills 
near  Argyle  and  there  he  gives  employ- 
ment to  many  men,  while  his  Florida 
home  is  at  De  Funiak  Springs,  a  beautiful 
resort  location  and  also  the  location  of 
the  Florida  Chautauqua,  of  which  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  is  an  active  director.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  oldest  directors  in  point  of 
service,  and  has  helped  to  build  up  one  of 
the  largest  Chautauqua  Associations  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  wath  two 
others,  bought  the  State  Normal  College 
buildings  and  are  now  locating  a  Presby- 
terian college.  Here  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has 
made  his  winter  home  for  twenty-one 
years. 

He  deals  quite  extensively  in  land  in 
Henry  county,  and  yet  not  in  the  line  of 
real-estate  operations,  but  rather  as  an 
investment. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  1878,  in  Pekin, 
Illinois,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Smith,  who  is  now  deceased.  The  father 
was  an  extensive  manufacturer  of  w^agons 
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and  farm  implements,  which  business  is 
still  conducted  under  his  name  in  Pekin. 
Unto  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Fitzgerald  were  born 
the  following  named :  Isabelle,  born  De- 
cember I,  1879,  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Normal  School  at  De  Funiak  Springs, 
Florida,  of  the  class  of  1902,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  L.  D.  Hathaway,  of  Brooks- 
ville,  Florida. 

Catherine,  born  August  3,  1881,  the 
wafe  of  \\\  T.  Shepard,  of  Montgomery. 
Alabama,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  lumber  business  and  they  have 
three  children,  Anna,  and  Vanna,  twins, 
and  Catherine. 

John  \\'allace,  born  September  i,  1883, 
spent  one  year  as  a  student  in  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University  and  one  year  in  the 
Chicago  University,  and  was  about  ready 
to  graduate  from  the  State  Normal  Uni- 
versity, at  De  Funiak  Springs,  when  his 
health  failed  him  and  he  is  now  in  Mont- 
gomery ,  x\labama. 

Anna,  born  June  9,  1889;  Henry  Paul. 
May  26,  1893;  Ruth,  October  19,  1895: 
and  Donald  C,  August  13,  1897,  are  all  at 
home.  ]\Irs.  Fitzgerald  was  in  delicate 
health  for  twenty  years  and  died  at  De 
Funiak  Springs,  Florida.  August  27. 
19*03,  her  remains  being  interred  there  at 
the  Valley  church.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  devoted  almost  his  entire  at- 
tention to  the  care  of  his  wife,  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  promote  her  comfort. 

In  public  affairs  relating  to  the  progress 
and  welfare  of  this  community,  '\h\  Fitz- 
gerald is  deeply  interested  and  his  co- 
operation has  been  a  potent  element  foi' 
good,  along  many  lines  of  advancement. 
He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity,  is   an   elder   in   the   Presbvterian 


church  at  De  Funiak  Springs,  and  is  the 
oldest  director  in  the  Chautauqua  there. 
This  is  the  third  Chautauqua  in  point  of 
importance  in  the  United  States,  holding 
session  for  nine  weeks  and  drawing  its 
audiences  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  been  con- 
nected therewith  for  fifteen  years,  and  his 
wise  counsel  is  an  important  element  in 
its  success.  While  in  college  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stalwart  republican  and  formerly  was  a 
member  of  the  central  county  committee 
and  frequently  addressed  audiences  on  the 
issues  of  the  campaigns.  His  life  stands  for 
progress  of  material,  intellectual  and 
moral  progress.  His  success  is  largely 
the  result  of  his  owm  efforts,  for  though 
he  inherited  property  in  later  life,  he  had 
previously  secured  a  considerable  meas- 
ure of  prosperity,  owing  to  his  judicious 
investments  and  his  careful  control  of  his 
business  interests.  In  his  private  life  he 
is  distinguished  by  all  that  marks  the 
true  gentleman.  His  is  a  noble  character 
— one  of  the  subordinates  of  public  am- 
bition to  public  good,  and  seeks  rather 
the  benefit  of  others  than  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  self.  His  many  good  works  have 
won  him  generous  commendation  from 
his  contemporaries,  who  unite  in  bearing 
testimony  of  his  high  character  and  su- 
perior mind. 


DAVID  FRANCY. 


David  Francy,  a  retired  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  residing  in  Mount  Pleasant,  is 
one  of  Henrv  county's  native  sons,  his 
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birth  having  occurred  in  Jackson  town- 
ship on  the  loth  of  November,  1855.  His 
father,  John  Francy.  was  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  and  was  closely  associated 
with  the  agricultural  development  of  this 
county  for  many  years.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Ireland  and  his  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Joyce  Richey,  was 
also  born  in  that  country.  In  1851  they 
took  up  their  abode  upon  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  Jackson  township,  where 
they  spent  their  remaining  days.  The 
father  was  not  only  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  business  man  but  was  also 
influential  in  community  affairs  and 
served  as  township  trustee  and  in  other 
local  offices,  giving  an  unfaltering  sup- 
port to  the  Democracy  from  the  time  he 
became  a  naturalized  American  citizen. 
His  religious  faith  was  "that  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  ^^'hen  called  to 
his  final  rest  his  remains  were  interred  at 
Pleasant  Hill  chapel,  in  Center  township, 
and  his  wife's  grave  was  there  made  by 
his  side. 

David  Francy  acquired  a  district  school 
education  and  then  began  work  upon  the 
home  farm,  continuing  with  his  father  un- 
til twenty-four  years  of  age,  when,  in 
1878.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Clark, 
a  daughter  of  Moses  A.  and  Nancy  E. 
Clark,  farming  people  of  this  county. 
Her  parents  are  now  deceased  and  his 
grave  was  made  in  Baltimore  township, 
while  his  widow  was  buried  in  Pleasant 
Hill  chapel  cemetery.  Mrs.  Clark  was  a 
pioneer  resident  of  this  county.  Her  birth 
occurred  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1818,  and  she 
came  to  Iowa  in  1838.  when  Henry 
cr>unty  was  an  almost  unbroken  wilder- 
ness    Fr.r  long  years  she  was  a  witness  of 


the  changes  that  occurred  as  the  wild 
land  was  reclaimed  for  the  uses  of  civili- 
zation, as  farms  were  developed  and  the 
towns  built.  She  died  in  1905,  at  the  very 
venerable  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  her 
death  resulting  from  an  accident.  Mrs. 
Francy  was  born  in  Jackson  township  and 
spent  her  girlhood  days  under  the  parent- 
al roof.  By  this  marriage  there  are  nine 
children :  Wilbur,  who  was  born  April 
16,  1880,  and  attended  Howe's  Academy, 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  is  now  in  Chicago 
with  Seigel  Cooper  &  Company ;  Clyde, 
who  was  born  July  29,  1882,  and  died 
October  4,  1903,  his  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Pleasant  Hill  chapel  cemetery ; 
Maude,  born  July  4,  1884,  and  Blanch, 
July  3,  1886,  are  now  employed  at  the 
Fair,  at  Chicago;  May,  on  the  28th  of 
May,  1888,  is  now  the  wife  of  George 
Staub,  of  Denmark,  Iowa;  Harry,  May 
31,  1890;  Mark,  January  21,  1894;  Vic- 
tor, April  16,  1901 ;  and  Eloise,  July  8, 
1902.  A  year  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Francy  purchased  a  farm  of  sixty-eight 
acres  in  Jackson  township,  which  con- 
stituted the  nucleus  of  his  present  exten- 
sive possessions.  He  began  its  cultivation 
and  impro^^ement  and  the  good  crops 
which  he  raised  soon  brought  him  a  grati- 
fying financial  return.  As  his  resources 
thus  increased,  he  added  to  his  property 
from  time  to  time  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  about  six  hundred  acres  of  \-ery 
valuable  land,  including  the  old  home- 
stead. His  farms  lie  in  Jackson,  Balti- 
more, Center,  and  New  London  town- 
ships. All  are  rich  land  and  he  has  im- 
pro^•ed  much  of  this,  not  only  placing  the 
fields  under  cultivation  but  also  building 
substantial     residences,   good   barns    and 
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sheds.  His  industry  has  been  a  strong" 
factor  in  his  career  and  the  basis  of  a 
prosperity  which  is  as  creditable  as  it  is 
desirable.  He  has  also  carried  on  stock 
raising  on  an  extensive  scale,  selling  to 
local  dealers  and  both  branches  of  his 
business  prove  profitable.  He  continued 
to  reside  upon  his  farm  until  November, 
1903,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  purchasing  a  fine  resi- 
dence in  the  eastern  district.  Mr.  Francy 
votes  with  the  Democracy  but  is  not  ac- 
tive in  politics.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church  and  he  contributes 
to  its-  support.  He  is  now  living  retired 
and  his  rest  is  well  merited  because  it  has 
been  honorably  earned.  He  figured  for 
many  years  as  a  leading  agriculturist  and 
stock-raiser  of  the  county  and  his  life 
record  proves  the  attractiveness  of  this 
district  as  a  place  of  residence,  showing 
what  has  been  accomplished  by  one  of  its 
native  sons  through  close  application,  un- 
remitting diligence  and  laudable  ambition. 


JAMES  CULLIGAN. 

James  Culligan,  a  retired  farmer  living 
at  No.  100 1  East  Washington  street, 
Mount  Pleasant,  has  made  a  creditable 
record  and  his  life  stands  in  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  fact  that  success  is  the  legiti- 
mate outcome  of  earnest  and  indefatigable 
labor,  guided  by  sound  judgment.  He  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1838,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dennis  and  Mary  (Kane)  Culligan. 
^^^^en  a  little  boy  he  accompanied  his  par- 


ents on  their  emigration  to  America,  the 
family  home  being  established  in  Owego, 
New  York,  where  the  mother  died  in 
1864.  The  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade 
and  neither  of  the  parents  ever  came  to 
the  west.  In  their  family  were  eleven 
children,  of  whom  three  are  now  living: 
James;  Catherine,  the  wife  of  Michael 
Frawley,  a  resident  of  Owego,  New 
York;  and  Patrick,  who  married  Miss 
•Katherine  Shay  and  is  living  in  Ithaca, 
New  York. 

James  Culligan  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Owego,  and  on 
leaving  the  Empire  state  went  to  Canada, 
where  he  entered  business  by  devoting  two 
years  to  work  as  a  fireman  on  the  railroad, 
also  teamster  for  a  lumber  camp.  He  then 
returned  to  the  United  States  and  again 
spent  a  number  of  years  in  New  York. 
He  was  in  Rochester  and  in  Buffalo,  and 
afterward  was  in  Cleveland  and  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  in  Indiana  and  also  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  being  engaged  in 
railroading  from  each  place.  In  1856  he 
arrived  in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  es- 
tablished his  home  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
continuing  upon  the  Burlington  road  for 
nine  years,  he  havinghelpedtolay  the  track 
into  the  town.  With  the  money  he  had 
saved  from  his  earnings  he  then  purchased 
an  improved  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
in  Jackson  township,  and  in  1865  began 
tilling  the  fields  and  raising  stock.  For 
almost  thirty  years  thereafter  he  devoted 
his  time  and  energies  to  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  and  then  retired  from  farm- 
ing, leasing  the  place  and  removing  to  his 
comfortable  home  on  East  Washington 
street  in  Mount  Pleasant.  His  life  has 
been    characterized    by    unfaltering    dili- 
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gence.  by  a  utilization  of  all  the  means  at 
hand  and  by  a  watchfulness  of  all  that  has 
enabled  him  to  embrace  oi)portunity  for 
winning-  success  and  moreover  he  sustains 
an  unassailable  reputation  in  business 
circles. 

In  August.  1857,  Mr.  Culligan  was 
married  to  Miss  Johannah  Clancey,  who 
was  born  in  Ireland,  in  which  country  her 
parents  died,  and  in  her  early  girlhood  she 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  a 
brother  and  sister.  Her  parents  had  ten 
or  eleven  children,  of  whom  only  two  are 
now  living:  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Maloney, 
of  Alount  Pleasant ;  and  John,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Culligan  were  born  twelve  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  six  daughters;  but  the 
eldest,  a  son,  died  unnamed.  Susannah 
and  Dennis,  the  second  and  third  children, 
died  in  infancy,  while  Kate  died  at  the  age 
of  thirteen  years.  Ella  is  a  trained  nurse 
in  the  Clarinda.  Iowa  (Iowa)  Hospital, 
first  taking  a  course  in  the  Mount  Pleas- 
ant Hospital  and  afterward  graduating 
from  the  Clarinda  Hospital,  in  w^hich  she 
is  now  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  com- 
petent nurses.  Alary  Ann  also  pursued  a 
course  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Hospital, 
but  is  now  acting  as  her  father's  house- 
keeper. Michael  Culligan,  who  is  a  clerk  in 
a  large  lumber  estaljli-hment  there,  is  mar- 
ried and  has  two  children,  Catherine  and 
Florence  Stuart.  Edward  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-tw^o  years.  Marcus  died  in  in- 
fancy. William,  who  is  now  the  agent 
and  operator  for  the  Burlington  Railroad, 
at  West  Point,  Iowa,  married  Katherine 
Stevensmire,  and  has  six  children.  James 
Alfonso.  Steven  Stacia,  Edward  Chris- 
topher,    Agnes.      Eveline   and     Angeline 


were  twins,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Hannah  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Hellman, 
a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Lee  county,  Iowa, 
and  she  has  had  two  children,  Helena,  now 
deceased;  and  James  Henry.  Elizabeth 
died  in  March,  1896,  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years. 

In  1895  Mr.  Culligan  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  w^ife,  w4io  died  on 
the  1 8th  of  September,  of  that  year,  and 
was  buried  in  St.  Paul  cemetery,  in  Lee 
county,  Iowa.  She  was  fifty-five  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  A  home- 
loving  woman,  she  devoted  to  her  family 
and  possessed  many  excellent  traits  which 
seem  to  have  been  inherited  by  her  daugh- 
ter, who  is  now  at  home.  She  was  a  com- 
municant of  the  Catholic  church,  to  which 
Mr.  Culligan  also  belongs.  He  usually 
votes  the  democratic  ticket,  but  does  not 
consider  himself  bound  to  party  ties,  and 
often  casts  his  ballot  for  a  candidate  w-ith- 
out  regard  to  his  political  affiliation.  He 
is  one  of  the  old-time  residents  of  the 
county;  and  Mount  Pleasant  was  a  little 
village  when  he  took  up  his  abode  here.  It 
contained  at  that  time  only  one  or  two 
sidewalks,  one  being  in  front  of  the  Tif- 
fany House,  on  West  Monroe  street,  and 
north  on  Jefferson  street.  Today  the  city 
contains  every  modern  equipment  and  im- 
provement and  its  beautiful  homes  and 
well  kept  streets  together  wnth  its  splen- 
did business  enterprises  and  educational 
facilities  make  it  one  of  the  model  cities 
of  eastern  low-a.  Mr.  Culligan  is  of  a 
retiring  disposition,  but  honest  and  re- 
liable and  may  well  be  termed  a  self-made 
man.  having  acquired  through  his  own  la- 
bor the  competence  that  now  enables  hini 
to  rest  from  further  business  cares.     His 
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economy  and  fair  dealing  constitute  the 
secret  of  his  success  and  have  been  quali- 
ties which  have  won  for  him  the  admira- 
tion of  his  fellow  men. 


ELMER  L.  REED. 


Elmer  L.  Reed,  proprietor  of  a  steam 
laundry  in  Mount  Pleasant,  and  thus  con- 
nected with  the  industrial  life  of  the  city, 
is  a  young  man  of  good  business  ability 
who  has  already  won  creditable  success 
since  he  became  a  factor  in  business  life. 
He  was  born  March  6,  1884,  in  Olds, 
Iowa,  his  parents  being' James  H.  and  Mar- 
tha (Shafer)  Reed.  His  father  is  also  a 
native  of  Olds,  born  in  1855.  and  is  now  a 
prosperous  farmer  residing  near  his  na- 
tive villag'e.  He  purchased  land  from  his 
father  and  has  placed  the  most  of  the  im- 
provements on  the  property,  transforming 
it  into  a  splendidly  improved  farm.  In 
his  political  views  he  has  always  been  an 
earnest  republican  and  has  long  served  as 
school  director  and  for  eight  years  has 
been  road  supervisor,  discharging  his  of- 
ficial duties  w4th  a  promptness  and  fidelity 
that  has  won  him  high  commendation. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted  and  sin- 
cere members  of  the  Wesleyan  church. 
Mrs.  Reed  was  born  in  Henry  county  in 
1865,  and  thus  both  were  representatives 
of  old  pioneer  families  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Reed 
have  been  born  eight  children  and  the  fam- 
ily circle  yet  remains  unbroken  by  the 
hand  of  death.     William  Allen,  the  eldest. 


living  in  Crawfordsville,  Iowa,  married 
Miss  Mary  Fishburn  and  they  have  one 
child.  Elmer  L.  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  Jennie  L.,  Joseph  Leslie,  Roscoe 
Harold,  John  Raymond,  Mattie  Marie 
and  Nettie  Louisa,  are  all  at  home.  The 
four  elder  children  attended  the  district 
schools  of  the  county  and  afterward  be- 
came students  in  the  Alount  Pleasant 
Academy. 

Elmer  L.  Reed  was  afforded  educa- 
tional privileges  equivalent  to  those  ex- 
tended the  others  of  the  household  and 
when  he  had  put  aside  his  text-books  he 
entered  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  hard 
^^•are  store,  being  thus  employed  for  three 
months  in  Mount  Pleasant.  On  the  26th 
of  June,  1905,  he  opened  a  steam  laundry 
at  the  corner  of  Monroe  and  Adams 
streets.  It  is  the  only  establishment  of 
the  kind  in  the  city  and  he  gives  employ- 
ment to  eight  operatives.  The  laundry 
is  well  equipped  with  modern  machinery 
and  he  conducts  an  extensive  business,  his 
patronage  is  constantly  increasing.  He  is 
a  pleasant  and  intelligent  young  man 
with  a  host  of  warm  friends,  and  is  meet- 
ing with  very  desirable  success  in  his  busi- 
ness career.  His  political  support  is  given 
to  the  Republican  party. 


JAMES  STUART. 


Dr.  Stuart,  magnetic  physician,  who 
is  a  well  known  figure  throughout  Henry 
county,  is  an  honored  member  of  a  noble 
calling,  and  well  sustains  the  best  tradi- 
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tions  of  his  profession.  It  is  a  calling  that 
demands  the  best  in  human  nature,  and 
confers  its  richest  rewards  only  on  those 
who  take  its  vows  of  consecration,  and 
live  as  brothers  to  all  the  world  of  suffer- 
ing- and  needy.  It  is  the  work  of  the  physi- 
cian to  help  and  cheer.  It  is  his  to  put 
courage  into  hearts  that  falter  and  faint, 
and  strength  into  bodies  weak  and  feeble. 
His  shadow  upon  the  threshold  of  pain 
should  be  a  benediction  upon  the  fevered 
lirow  of  sickness,  and  in  his  touch  a  heal- 
ing. Such  men  are  very  close  to  the  heart 
of  the  race;  and  when  they  are  once  dis- 
covered, are  revered  and  loved.  Dr. 
Stuart  is  a  man  after  the  best  ideals  of 
his  profession,  studious  and  learned, 
deeply  versed  in  medical  lore,  but  modest 
and  unassuming,  he  is  respected  and  es- 
teemed wherever  he  is  knowm. 

Dr.  Stuart  is  of  Scotch  descent,  of  the 
historic  house  of  Stuart,  Kings  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  He  was  born  in  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland.  Februan-  14,  1856,  the 
son  of  John  and  Anne  (Fortheringham) 
Stuart.  The  father  was  a  physician  of 
great  prominence  in  Edinburgh  in  both 
professional  and  political  lines.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  was  celebrated  throughout  the 
entire  country  for  his  high  rank  in  his  pro- 
fession being  president  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons.  The  mother  w-as  a 
daughter  of  the  house  of  Fortheringham, 
a  family  noted  for  its  prominence  in  the 
history  of  Scotland,  the  records  of  its 
achievements  being  preserved  in  the  an- 
nals of  that  country.  Dr.  James  Stuart 
received  most  of  his  education  in  his  na- 
tive city,  in  Edinburgh  College.  After 
receiving  his  collegiate  degree,  he  began 


studying  natural  chemistry,  and  the  chem- 
istry of  the  human  body.  From  child- 
hood he  has  had  the  natural  powder  of  heal- 
ing, a  power  that  he  does  not  attempt  to 
explain,  except  through  heredity.  To  sup- 
plement this  natural  gift,  he  has  studied 
the  therapeutics  in  the  various  branches, 
investigating  many  different  therapeutic 
systems,  and  has  in  every  way  kept  up 
W'ith  the  advance  of  science. 

He  came  to  America  in  1875,  locating 
at  Savannah,  Georgia,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  went  to 
New  York  City.  He  went  to  New  York 
to  continue  his  studies,  taking  a  degree  in 
the  Worcester  Institute  of  Science,  of 
New  York.  He  was  married  in  1888  to 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Jackson,  at  Chenoa, 
Illinois.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  wdiere  she 
was  reared  and  educated,  and  later  resided 
in  Chenoa  until  her  marriage. 

Dr.  Stuart  came  to  Mount  Pleasant  in 
1900,  and  has  made  this  his  home  ever 
since,  his  high  character  and  manifest 
ability  commanding  quick  recognition  and 
a  profitable  practice.  He  continues  his 
researches,  and  was  graduated  on  March 
I,  1902,  from  the  National  School  of  Os- 
teopathy, and  during  the  same  year  was 
also  graduated  from  the  Chicago  School 
of  Psychology.  His  practice  is  not  a  pure- 
ly local  one,  but  although  he  has  never 
pushed  himself  into  public  notice,  he  is 
well-known  far  around  this  section  of 
Iowa. 

Dr.  Stuart  is  a  prominent  figure  in  fra- 
ternal circles  of  Henry  count}%  being  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  being  in  the 
IdIuc  lodge,  the  chapter  and  council,  and 
also  being  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Encampment 
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and  Canton  Militant.  In  all  matters  of 
public  concern  he  has  taken  a  constant  in- 
terest. In  politics  he  prefers  to  act  with 
that  increasingly  important  body  of  vot- 
ers known  as  independents,  and  believing 
that  the  best  results  may  be  obtained  by 
deciding  each  question  of  public  policy  on 
its  individual  merits  and  not  according  to 
partisan  bias.  His  religious  connection 
is  with  the  Christian  church,  of  which  he 
and  Mrs.  Stuart  are  members,  and  he  is 
a  liberal  supporter  of  its  work  and  a  con- 
tributor to  its  various  charities.  He  has 
a  pleasant  and  attractive  home,  and  his 
genial,  social  nature  has  gained  him  warm 
friendship,  while  his  professional  skill 
and  ability  have  placed  him  in  the  front 
ranks  of  healers,  whose  influence  over  dis- 
ease is  becoming  more  fully  recognized 
every  year.  v 


LEMUEL  P.  GILSOX. 

Lemuel  P.  Gilson  was  a  contractor  iden- 
tified with  building  operations  in  Tippe- 
canoe township  and  also  conducted  a  saw- 
mill. He  made  a  creditable  record  in  busi- 
ness circles  and  his  tangible  efforts  in  be- 
half of  progress  in  community  affairs 
won  him  a  place  in  the  public  regard  that 
caused  his  death  to  be  deeply  regretted 
when  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest.  He 
was  born  in  Hartland,  Vermont,  July  21, 
1827,  a  son  of  P.  J.  and  Wealthy  (Hub- 
bard) Gilson.  In  his  youth  he  attended 
the  common  schools  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state  and  afterward  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  followed  in  Ver- 


mont until  1864,  ^^•hen  he  came  to  Iowa. 
He  afterward  worked  for  some  years  as 
a  bridge  builder  on  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad,  and  he  also  fol- 
low'ed  carpentering  for  a  number  of  years 
and  conducted  a  sawmill.  At  all  times  he 
was  a  busy,  industrious  man,  and  his  un- 
remitting toil  formed  the  basis  of  a  sub- 
stantial success. 

J\Ir.  Gilson  was  engaged  in  railroad 
work  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which 
was  celebrated  on  the  26th  of  October. 
1865,  Miss  Rebecca  Brandon,  becoming 
his  wife.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  jElizabeth  (Pfantz)  Bran- 
don, the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and 
the  latter  of  Iowa.  Her  paternal  grand- 
father was  Samuel  Brandon,  who  was 
born  in  Indiana.  Mrs.  Gilson  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
three  daughters,  and  was  born  in  Kos- 
ciusko county,  Indiana,  on  the  15th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1845.  Her  education  was  acquired 
in  the  common  schools  of  her  native  state. 
Following  their  marriage  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Gilson  began  their  domestic  life  in  New 
London,  where  for  many  years  he  worked 
on  the  railroad  and,  as  before  stated,  af- 
terward turned  his  attention  to  building 
operations  and  also  conducted  a  sawmill. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilson  were  born 
two  children :  Guy,  Avho  was  born  July 
16,  1872,  and  is  now  conducting  a  saw- 
mill at  Rome;  and  Frank,  who  was  born 
December  15,  1881,  and  is  associated  with 
his  brother  in  the  mill.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Gilson  was  a  democrat,  always 
voting  for  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
party,  but  having  no  aspiration  for  office, 
for  himself.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity   of   Mount   Pleasant,    and   was 
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an  exemplary  representative  of  the  craft. 
He  was  called  to  his  final  rest  July  24, 
1892.  His  wife  has  since  resided  in  Rome 
in  the  home  which  was  erected  by  her  two 
sons  who  built  a  comfortable  residence  of 
eight  rooms  with  a  fine  cellar  underneath. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  dwell- 
ings in  the  town. 


JAMES  FERDINAND  FORBES. 

James  Ferdinand  Forbes  was  born  in 
Butler  county,  Ohio,  April  12,  1824,  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Hannah  (Hazeltine)  Forbes. 
The  father's  birth  occurred  in  New  York 
citv.  where  he  lived  until  twelve  years  of 
age.  when  he  removed  to  the  country.  He 
then  resided  upon  a  farm  in  the  Empire 
state  until  after  his  first  marriag^e,  wdien 
he  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on 
general  ag^ricultural  pursuits  for  thirty 
years.  At  the  time  of  the  \\ar  of  18 12  he 
started  for  the  army  but  was  not  engaged 
in  any  battle,  for  hostilities  ceased  soon 
after  he  was  mustered  in.  He  became  one 
of  the  pioneer  residents  of  Iowa,  locating 
in  1838  east  of  the  present  site  of  the  asy- 
lum in  ]\[ount  Pleasant.  In  1840  at  a  land 
sale  he  purchased  a  claim  from  the  gov- 
ernment and  upon  this  tract  of  land  on 
which  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  or  an 
improvement  made  he  began  his  farm 
wr)rk.  in  which  he  actively  CDUtinued  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1857.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
1865.  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  The 
father  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  which  he  served  as 


deacon    and    class    leader,    while    Mrs. 
Forbes     belonged     to     the     Universalist 
church.    His  political  support  was  given 
to  the  old-line  Whig  party  in  his  early 
life  and  upon  its  dissolution  he  became  a 
stanch  republican.      He  served  as  school 
director  and  as  justice  of  the  peace  while 
in  Ohio.     After  coming  to  Iowa  he  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  pioneer 
improvement  and  development  and  large- 
ly aided  in  reclaiming  this  district  for  the 
purposes   of  civilization.     He   was   three 
times    married,    having    six    children    by 
his     first     wife     and     two     by     his     sec- 
ond   wife.       His    third     wife     bore    the 
maiden  name  of  Hannah  Hazeltine  and 
there  were  eight  children  by  this  marriage, 
but  James  Ferdinand  of  this  review  is  the 
only  one  now  living  of  the  sixteen  chil- 
dren. Those  of  the  third  marriage  were  as 
follows :    Haines   Forbes   enlisted   in   the 
regular  army  for  service  in  the  Mexican 
war  but  only  got  as  far  as  St.  Louis  when 
he  w^as  mustered  out  on  account  of  his 
eyes.    He    was    later    at    Fort    Madison, 
Iowa,  where  he  boarded  W'ith  the  Knapp 
family  and  thus  met  the  lady  who  became 
his  wife.    By  profession  he  was  a  lawyer, 
having  prepared  for  the  bar  under  the  di- 
rection of  Hon.  J.  C.  Hall.    He  became  a 
noted  practitioner  of  Des  Moines  county 
and  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
citizens   there.     He   married    Miss    Mary 
Knapp.  who  was  the  first  white  child  bom 
at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  and  she  became 
a  beautiful  woman.   Her  father  was  killed 
by  Hendershot  in  Davenport,  Iowa.   Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haines  Forbes  are  now  de- 
ceased and  they  left  one  child,  Josie,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Joe  \A"hitman.    James  F.  is 
the  second  of  the  familv.     Adeline  died 
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when  twelve  years  of  age.  Joseph  became 
a  resident  of  Kansas  but  his  death  oc- 
curred in  Iowa.  Andrew  Wallace  w^as 
scalded  to  death  in  his  early  boyhood 
when  his  parents  were  making  cider. 
Mary  Elizabeth  died  in  infancy.  Char- 
lotte became  the  wife  of  John  Morehead, 
a  resident  of  Henry  county  and  died  leav- 
ing five  children,  of  whom  two  are  now 
deceased,  wdiile  Mary.  Hester  and  Carl 
are  living.  The  youngest  child  of  the 
family,  a  son,  died  in  infancy. 

James  Ferdinand  Forbes  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  subscription  schools 
of  Ohio  and  afterward  attended  the  first 
school  in  Henry  count}'.  It  was  held  on 
the  Burlington  road  and  the  teacher  was 
Professor  Samuel  L.  Howe,  afterw^ard  the 
founder  of  the  Howe  Institute  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  He  conducted  the  school  in  the 
second  story  of  his  country  home.  When 
his  education  was  completed  Mr.  Forbes 
gave  his  undivided  attention  to  work  upon 
his  father's  farm.  The  journey  westward 
had  been  made  b}'  wagon  in  1838  and  they 
were  three  weeks  upon  the  road.  He  be- 
came familiar  with  all  of  the  hardships 
and  experiences  incident  to  pioneer  life  as 
well  as  its  pleasures  and  privileges  and 
assisted  in  the  arduous  task  of  developing 
a  new  farm.  In  early  life  he  also  gave 
singing  lessons.  He  spent  one  winter  in 
Ohio  following  the  removal  of  the  family 
to  Iowa,  but  most  of  his  minority  was 
passed  under  the  parental  roof.  On  the 
1 8th  of  September,  1851,  Mr.  Forbes  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucretia  M. 
Spearman,  who  was  born  in  Illinois  in 
July,  1835,  and  at  an  early  day  removed 
with  her  parents  to  Des  Moines  county. 
Thev   afterward   came   to   Henrv  countv 


and  Mr.  Spearman  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming  throughout  his  remaining 
days,  his  death  occurring  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  '40s.  He  was  survived  for 
some  time  b}'  his  wife.  Mrs.  Spearman 
opposed  the  marriage  of  her  daughter,  for 
she  was  only  seventeen  years  of  age  at 
that  time,  so  that  she  and  Mr.  Forbes 
planned  to  elope  and  in  company  with 
friends  they  drove  one  moonlight  night  to 
Missouri,  where  they  were  married,  after 
which  they  returned  to  Mount  Pleasant. 
They  began  their  domestic  life  upon  his  • 
father's  farm  and  took  care  of  his  parents 
until  they  were  called  to  their  final  rest, 
thus  residing  upon  the  old  familv  home- 
stead which  his  father  purchased  at  the 
land  sales  in  1840.  Mr.  Forbes  resided  on 
that  place  until  1862,  when  he  sold  the 
farm  and  later  lived  in  the  midst  of  forest 
tracts,  getting  out  timber.  He  owned  fifty 
acres  of  land  on  the  creek,  where  he  re- 
sided until  1865.  His  attention  was  after- 
ward given  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  he  was  recognized  as  an  active 
and  progressive  farmer,  owning  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  in  Centre  township 
on  the  river,  until  1890,  when  he  retired 
from  business  cares  and  for  a  number  of 
years  lived  with  one  of  his  sons-in-law. 
In  1900  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Mount 
Pleasant  and  now  occupies  a  pretty  cot- 
tage on  Saunders  Lane  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  city. 

L'nto  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Forbes  were  bom 
seven  children,  of  whom  six  are  living. 
Winfield  Scott,  living  in  South  Dakota, 
married  Sidney  Smith  and  they  have  five 
children :  Effie,  Sylvia,  Ruble,  Ferdinand 
and  Paul.  Mary  Elizabeth  became  the 
wife  of  J.  E.   ]\IcCormick  and  they  had 
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iom  children,  of  whom  two  are  hving: 
Lucretia  and  Ray.  the  former  the  wife  of 
Tliomas    McLaughHn,   of   Grand   Forks, 
British  Columbia.    After  losing  her  first 
husband    Mrs.    McCormick    became    the 
wife  of  W.  E.  Lewis  and  they  reside  near 
Spokane.    Washington.    By    the    second 
marriage  there  is  one  child,  Mary  E.  Daw^- 
son  Forbes,  the  third  member  of  the  fam- 
ily, married  Nettie  Knox  and  resides  upon 
a  ranch  near  Crawford,  Nebraska.    They 
have  two  children :  Lucretia  and  William 
McKinley.  James  Harlan,  who  is  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Crawford,  Nebraska, 
married  Miss  Rachel  Snyder  and  has  four 
children:       Walter.     Pauline.     Raymand, 
an  infant.     Hannah  is  the  wife  of  William 
L.  Munger.  who  is  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate   business    in    Mount    Pleasant   and 
they  have  five  children :  Walter  E.,  James, 
Lumetta.  Wilma  and  Harold.  William  T. 
is    engaged    in    merchandising    with    his 
brother  in  Crawford.  Nebraska,  and  mar- 
ried   Miss   Ida   Drummond.     They  have 
five  children :  Ruth.  Helen,  James.  Cor- 
nelius and  an  infant.    All  of  the  children 
were  educated  in  Henry  county  and  were 
students    in    Howe's    Academy,    except 
Scott. 

In  December.  1890.  Mr.  Forbes  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife. 
who  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Christian  churcli  and  who  had  many  warm 
friends  in  the  community  where  she  re- 
sided. On  the  1 6th  of  July,  1900,  Mr. 
Forbes  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  Josephine  Hoag- 
land,  nee  Hinebaugh,  who  was  born  in 
Mount  Pleasant.  July  24,  1867,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  of  this 
city  on  the  2(1  of  June.  1887.     She  first 


married    Otis    Hoagland,    December    i, 
1 89 1,  and  they  had  one  child,  Ava  Marie, 
now   a   student   in    the   Mount    Pleasant 
schools.     Mrs.  Forbes  is  a  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Maria  (Brown)  Hinebaugh, 
Her    father   was   born   on   a    farm   near 
Mount    Pleasant,   Westmoreland   county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1832,  and  in  1853  came 
to  Iowa,  settling  inf  the  northern  part  of 
Henry  county,  where  he  followed  general 
agricultural  pursuits.   He  was  a  democrat, 
stanch  in  support  of  the  party  but  without 
aspiration   for  office.    He  held  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  church  and  his  wife 
was  reared  in  that  faith.    His  death  oc- 
curred September   14.   1885,  and  his  re- 
mains were  interred  in  Forest  Home  cem- 
etery.    Mrs.  Hinebaugh  was  born  Janu- 
ary 15.  1836,  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  by 
her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  seven 
children,   of  whom  six  are  living.    Mrs. 
Hinebaugh   also  survives  and  resides   in 
Mount  Pleasant  near  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Forbes.     Her  eldest  son.  Albert,  married 
Mrs.    Minerva    (Robins)    Hoagland   and 
their  home  is   in   Boone,   Iowa.     Oliver 
Fred,    living   in    Chicago,    married   Miss 
Maude  Camark,  who  died,  leaving  three 
children.      Frank,   of  Omaha.   Nebraska, 
married  Barbara  Wolf  and  has  two  sons. 
Josephine  is  now  Mrs.  Forbes.    William, 
living  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  married  Miss 
Addie  Pucket,  who  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren and  he  has  since  married  ]\Iiss  Myr- 
tle Phillips,  of  Hastings,  by  whom  he  has 
two  children.     Richard  married  Miss  Re- 
becca Eggers  and  has  two  children. 

Mr.  Forbes  has  always  been  a  stalwart 
republican,  announcing  firmly  his  advo- 
cacy of  the  party  and  its  principles.  He 
has  served  for  manv  vears  as  school  di- 
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rector  but  has  never  cared  for  office  in 
other  Hnes.  He  early  became  a  member 
of  the  Christian  church  and  assisted  in 
erecting  the  house  of  worship  of  that  de- 
nomination in  Mount  Pleasant.  He  owns 
in  this  city  an  attractive  home  together 
with  other  city  property  and  he  also  has 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Center  towTi- 
ship,  comprising  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
Henry  county.  It  is  equipped  with  good 
buildings,  is  well  improved  in  all  particu- 
lars and  now  yields  to  him  a  good  rental. 
Mr.  Forbes  is  an  intelligent,  enterprising 
man,  who  has  led  an  upright  and  indus- 
trious life  and  who  is  familiar  with  pio- 
neer experiences  in  this  county,  having 
been  brought  to  Henry  county  by  his  par- 
ents in  1838,  when  Iowa  was  under  terri- 
ritorial  rule.  This  district  was  largely 
wild  and  unimproved  and  he  has  seen  its 
development  from  that  condition  to  its 
present  advanced  state  of  cultivation. 


JOSEPH   S.   MATHEW. 

Joseph  S  Matliew,  now  deceased,  was 
born  in  Washington  county,  Iowa,  May 
31,  1856,  a  son  of  William  and  Mary 
Ann  (Hall)  Mathew,  who  were  early  set- 
tlers of  that  county,  going  there  prior  to 
their  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
185 1.  They  were  fanning'  people,  the  fa- 
ther devoting  his  energies  to  agricultural 
pursuits  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  his  son  Joseph  was  but 
five  years  of  age.  The  boy  was  reared  by 
his  mother,  with  whom  he  remained  up  to 


the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  in  the  public 
schools  of  Henry  county  he  accjuired  his 
education.  He  early  became  familiar  with 
fanii  work  and  through  much  of  his  life 
devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  the  till- 
ing of  the  soil. 

It  was  on  the  12th  of  January,  1852, 
that  Mr.  Mathew  was  married  to  Miss 
Ada  Jessup,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Jef- 
ferson township,  Henrys  county,  her  par- 
ents having  settled  in  this  part  of  the  state 
in  pioneer  days.  (See  sketch  of  Wil- 
liam A.  Jessup.) 

Mrs.  ]\Iathew  was  provided  with  liberal 
educational  privileges,  supplementing  her 
public-school  course  by  two  years'  study 
in  Howe's  Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant. 
At  the  time  of  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mathew  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  belonging  to  her  parents 
and  there  lived  for  fourteen  years,  after 
which  they  removed  to  Wayland.  In 
1898  Mr.  Mathew  purchased  a  residence 
in  the  town  and  he  there  engaged  in  deal- 
ins:  in  horses  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Campbell,  who  is  now  sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty. He  continued  in  this  business  up  to 
the  time  of  his  demise,  which  was  occa- 
sioned by  cancer  of  the  stomach.  He 
passed  away  on  the  22d  of  June,  1903, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Wayland  cemetery, 
since  which  time  Mrs.  IMathew  has  lived 
with  her  sister  Viola  at  the  Jessup  home 
in  Wayland.  Mr.  IMathew  voted  with  the 
republican  party,  kept  well  infonned  on 
the  questions  and  issues  of  the  clay,  and 
was  interested  in  the  success  of  the  party 
organization,  but  had  no  political  aspira- 
tions for  himself.  He  held  membership 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
his    religious    faith    permeated   his    entire 
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life,  making  him  a  man  whom  to  know 
was  to  respect  and  honor.  He  was  reh- 
able  in  all  his  Inisiness  dealings,  and  both 
Mr.  Mathew  and  Mr.  Jessup  were  men  of 
nntarnished  rejuitations,  occupying  an 
enviable  position  in  the  regard  of  their 
fellow'  citizens. 


DAVID  S.  NEFF. 


David  S.  Neff,  who  is  can-ying  on  gen- 
eral farming  in  Jefferson  township,  was 
born  in  Clark  county,  Iowa,  February  20, 
1858.  His  paternal  grandparents  were 
David  and  Susan  (Waitman)  Neff,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio.  The  fa- 
ther, Henry  Neff,  was  born  in  Montgom- 
ery county,  of  that  state,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  He  was  married  in 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Barbara 
Shively,  also  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state. 
He  had  come  to  Iowa  in  1843  and  Mrs. 
Shively  arrived  about  the  same  time.  Af- 
ter their  marriage  they  took  up  their 
abode  in  Henry  county,  where  they  resided 
for  five  years,  and  then  removed  to  Jef- 
ferson county,  where  they  (jwned  a  farm 
upon  which  they  lived  for  two  years.  On 
selling  out  there  they  went  to  Clark  county, 
where  they  entered  land  from  the  govern- 
ment. Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor 
an  improvement  made  upon  the  pb.ce.  but 
he  at  once  began  to  develop  and  cultivate 
the  land  and  made  his  home  thereon  for 
about  ten  years,  during  which  time  his 
labors  wrought  a  transformation.  In  1864 
he    disposed    of    his    property    in    Clark 


county  and  bought  a  farm  in  Jefferson 
township,  Henry  county,  whereon  the 
mother  died  in  1876.  In  1878  the  father 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Harriet  McClintock.  In  1879  he 
removed  to  Nebraska,  and  five  years  later 
went  to  Missouri,  where  he  spent  eight 
year.  He  then  returned  to  Henry  county, 
where  he  died  in  1903.  He  was  a  worthy 
pioneer  resident  of  Iowa,  assisting  in  the 
material  development  and  improvement  of 
the  various  parts  of  the  state  in  which  he 
lived  and  he  always  stood  for  good  citi- 
zenship and   for  substantial  progress. 

David  S.  Neff  made  his  home  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
during  that  period  attended  the  public 
schools  and  gained  practical  knowledge  of 
the  best  methods  of  farming,  so  that  he 
was  well  ecjuipped  to  carry  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  on  his  own  account  when 
he  started  out  upon  an  independent  busi- 
ness career.  He  was  married  on  the  12th 
of  March,  1879,  to  Miss  Margaret  Kurtz, 
who  was  born  in  Flenry  county,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  Her  par- 
ents were  Henry  and  Hannah  (Pang- 
born)  Kurtz,  early  settlers  of  this  county. 
Air.  and  Mrs.  Neff  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  died. 
Isaac  and  Flenry,  who  are  residents  of 
Jefferson  township ;  Jesse,  who  is  living 
in  Washington  county;  Fred,  Lillian, 
William,  Lydia,  Annie,  Frank,  Bessie. 
Eliza  and  Sadie,  who  are  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  David  S.  Neff  re- 
moved to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Pierce 
county,  where  he  secured  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  wild  land  which  he 
improved.  Five  years  later  he  disposed 
of  that  property  and  returned  to   Henry 
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county,  purchasing  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seven  acres  on  section  7,  Jeffer- 
son township.  Taking  up  his  abode  upon 
that  place  which  was  partially  improved 
he  has  added  to  the  property  from  time 
to  time  until  now  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  farm  are  comprised  three  hundred 
and  forty-three  acres.  Upon  the  place 
is  found  a  residence  of  thirteen  rooms, 
which  was  erected  in  1895.  It  is  built  in 
modern  style  of  architecture  and  is  sup- 
plied with  many  of  the  modern  impro^^e- 
ments  and  conveniences,  so  that  the  home 
is  a  most  comfortable  and  attractive  one 
and,  moreover,  a  spirit  of  genuine  hospi- 
tality is  there  found.  ]\Ir.  Xeff  carries  on 
general  farming,  raising  the  cereals  best 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate  and  he  also 
raises  horses,  Polled  Angus  cattle  and 
Duroc  Jersey  hogs.  His  success  is  not 
due  to  any  fortunate  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances but  has  resulted  from  close 
application  and  persistent  energy  and  upon 
those  qualities  as  a  foundation  he  has 
builded  the  superstructure  of  his  prosper- 
ity. Since  1885  he  has  been  a  trustee  of 
the  United  Brethren  church,  and  his  po- 
litical afihliation  is  given  to  the  Republican 
party. 


GUSTAVUS  A.  DANIELSOX. 

Gustavus  A.  Danielson.  who  since  1870 
has  resided  upon  the  farm  which  is  yet 
his  home,  in  Jackson  township,  is  one  of 
the  worthy  citizens  that  Sweden  has  fur- 
nished to  Iowa,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  lonsherping,   Esteryetland,   Audlif,  on 


the  14th  of  September,  1841.  His  parents 
were     Daniel   and    Catherina     (Peterson) 
Swanson  and  the  latter  died  in  the  year 
1844.       The     father    afterward    married 
again  and  with  his  second  wife  came  to 
America  in  1861,  making  his  way  to  Jef- 
ferson   county.      He    purchased    a    small 
place    near    Salina   and   lived   there   until 
1886,  when  both  he  and  has  second  wife 
died  within  a  week,  in  April  of  that  year. 
Gustavus   A.    Danielson   is   indebted  to 
the    public-school    system    of    his    native 
country    for  the  educational  privileges  he 
enjoyed,  but  he  had  little  opportunity  for 
attending  school,  as  he  began  to  work  on 
a   farm  when  only  eleven  years  of  age. 
He  was  thus  employed  until   1858,  when 
he  went  to  Stockholm  and  worked  for  a 
buikhng    master,     learning    the    mason's 
trade.     He  spent  five  years  in  that  way, 
after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  a 
grain   commission  merchant.   \\\t\\   whom 
he  continued  until  1867.     In  that  year  he 
crossed   the   Atlantic   to    Xew   York   and 
made    an    overland    trip    to    Burlington, 
Iowa,  where  he  arrived  in  the  month  of 
August.      He   then   went   to  his    father's 
place,  where  he  remained  for  six  months 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  began  working 
on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,   spending 
two   years   in    that    service    in    Xebra-ka. 
^^^•oming,  and  Utah.     Later  he  returned 
to  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  where  he  worked  for 
John   Rhugarber  and  John  \\'inters,  and 
when  his  labor  had  brought  him  sufficient 
capital    he   made   investment   in   property, 
purchasing  eighty  acres  on  section  9.  Jack- 
son   township,    Henn,'    county,    in    1870. 
This  was  partially  improved,  with  twenty- 
five  acres  fenced  and  three  acres  broken. 
He  began  the  fiu-ther  cultivation  and  de- 
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velopment  of  the  place  and  his  labors  soon 
wrought  a  marked  transformation  in  its 
appearance,  for  what  was  once  wild  land 
was  converted  into  productive  fields  and 
brought  forth  rich  harvests.  His  pros- 
perity was  indicated  by  the  fact  that  in 
1 89 1  he  erected  a  frame  residence  of  eight 
rooms.  He  has  also  built  a  barn  thirty- 
six  by  forty  feet,  and  numerous  other 
buildings  and  has  added  one  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres  more  to  the  original  tract,  so 
that  the  farm  now  comprises  one  hundred 
and  ninety-five  acres.  Like  most  of  the 
Iowa  soil,  the  land  is  rich  and  productive, 
responding  rapidly  to  the  care  and  culti- 
vation bestowed  upon  it  and  he  therefore 
raises  good  crops.  He  has  it  all  improved 
with  the  exception  of  fifteen  acres  of  tim- 
ber, and  he  successfully  carries  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits,  in  addition  to  which 
he  raises  road  horses,  cattle  and  Poland 
China  hogs. 

On  the  22d  of  April.  1877,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Danielson  and 
]\liss  Ellen  Roudebush,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Saloma 
(Kuhn)  Roudebush  (  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Danielson  now  have 
a  son  and  daughter:  Charles  H.  L.,  born 
February  10,  1878;  and  Margaret  E.  J., 
born  September  16,  1879,  the  wife  of 
T.  P.  Box,  a  farmer  near  Ottumwa.  The 
father  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Luth- 
eran church,  but  is  now,  with  Mrs.  Daniel- 
son, a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church,  and  his  political  views  are  in 
accord  with  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican ])arty.  He  has  never  had  occasion 
to  regret  his  determin-ttion  to  come  to 
America,  for  he  has  found  and  improved 
good  liusiness  opportunities  in  this  coun- 


try and  his  labors,  unhampered  by  caste 
or  class,  have  brought  him  to  a  position  of 
local  prominence  and  of  affluence  in  agri- 
cultural circles. 


CHRISTL\N  C.  SCHLATTER. 

Christian  C.  Schlatter,  the  subject  of 
this  biography  is  a  well  known  and  compe- 
tent machinist  of  Henry  county.  As  a  boy 
and  youth  he  evinced  a  great  fondness  for 
mechanics  and  preferred  to  choose  his  own 
calling  rather  than  to  accept  the  gift  of  a 
s:ood  farm,  w-hich  he  had  no  taste  for  cul- 
tivating  and  to  lead  the  life  of  a  farmer. 
He  is  a  pioneer  in  the  business  of  run- 
ning a  threshing  machine,  having  operated 
the  first  steam  thresher  used  in  southeast- 
ern Iowa. 

Christian  C.  Schlatter  was  born  in  On- 
tario, Canada,  March  2,  1842,  and  lived 
there  and  attended  the  German  schools  un- 
til he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  his  parents  moved  to  Iowa,  and  he 
entered  the  public  schools.  His  father, 
Joseph  R.  Schlatter,  was  bom  in  Alsace, 
France,  and  his  mother,  w^hose  maiden 
name  was  Magdalena  Christner,  was  born 
in  Prussia. 

In  1838  Joseph  Schlatter  left  his  na- 
tive country,  and,  coming  to  America, 
settled  near  Ontario,  Canada,  upon  a  farm. 
It  was  there  that  he  met  and  married  Mag- 
dalena Christner,  who  had  come  to  this 
countr}^  with  her  parents  in  1828.  In 
1854  they  went  to  Washington  county, 
low^a,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  five  hun- 
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dred  acres.  They  lived  for  the  remainder 
of  their  hves  upon  this  farm;  the  father 
died  in  1881,  and  the  mother  in  1889. 

After  the  death  of  both  of  the  parents, 
all  of  the  old  homestead  was  sold.  One 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  it  were 
bought  by  one  of  the  daughters,  Airs. 
Roth,  which  she  still  owns. 

The  son,  Christian,  lived  upon  the  home 
farm  with  his  parents  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  when  he  was 
married  and  made  a  new  home  upon  a 
small  farm  near  Noble,  Iowa.  He  did 
some  farming,  but  devoted  the  most  of  his 
time  to  other  pursuits.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  he  operated  the  first  steam- 
thresher,  as  before  mentioned,  while  dur- 
ing the  months  after  the  grain  was 
threshed,  he  ran  a  sawmill  and  clover  hul- 
ler.  In  1877  ^e  transferred  his  interests 
to  Wayland,  where  he  bought  property. 
The  next  year  he  erected  a  chop  and  feed 
mill  and  conducted  the  enterprise  as  a 
custom  business.  He  also  had  a  steam 
thresher  and  clover  huller  and  in  1880  put 
in  afiother  steam  thresher  and  has  been 
operating  the  two  ever  since.  He  repairs 
engines,  boilers  and  all  kinds  of  ma- 
chineiy. 

Mr.  Schlatter  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  mechanics  and  is  a  clecided  suc- 
cess in  his  trade.  His  mill  was  at  first 
run  by  a  sixteen-horse  power  engine.  His 
new  feed  and  chop  mill  is  twenty-eight  by 
forty  feet,  two  stories  high,  with  a  base- 
ment under  the  whole  building.  The  en- 
gine room  is  sixteen  by  twenty-eight  feet, 
with  a  twenty-five  horse  power  portable 
skid  engine.  Every  Saturday  in  the  year 
he  runs  a  burr  mill. 

On  November  22,   1866,  Mr.  Schlatter 


married  Barbara  Wenger,  whose  birth 
was  like  his  own,  in  Ontario,  Canada.  Her 
parents.  Christian  Wenger  and  Mary 
(Roth)  Wenger,  were  both  natives  of 
Switzerland  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlatter  are  the 
parents  of  four  living  children,  the  eldest, 
Mary,  is  now  Mrs.  Peter  Graber;  Lena 
is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Christian  is 
in  business  with  his  father,  and  was  mar- 
ried March  22,  1905,  to  Vaughn  Davis, 
who  was  boni  in  Richland,  Iowa,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Harty  and  Cora  (Campbell)  Davis; 
and  Edward  is  at  home.  Joseph,  who, 
like  his  father,  was  a  machinist,  was  taken 
away  by  death  when  he  was  but  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age.  John  died  at  the  age 
of  two  and  one-half  years. 

Mr.  Schlatter  owns  a  nice  piece  of  prop- 
erty in  Wayland,  containing  four  village 
lots  and  upon  one  he  built,  in  1887,  a  fine 
new  eight-room  house,  containing  closets, 
halls  and  modern  conveniences  in  every 
way. 

Christian  Schlatter  is  a  man  of  clearly 
defined  religious  views,  being  a  member 
of  the  Mennonite  church,  and  a  worker 
in  its  cause.  In  political  views  he  has  al- 
lied himself  with  the  Democratic  party  and 
votes  for  its  candidates  in  both  municipal 
and  national  questions. 

Mr.  Christian  C.  Schlatter  has  proved 
that  every  man  has  a  calling  for  which  he 
is  adapted  by  nature,  and  he  knew  his 
tastes  and  early  applied  himself  with  en- 
ergy to  the  business  he  had  chosen.  He 
has  made  for  himself  a  name  in  the  com- 
munity, and  has  built  up  a  comfortable  and 
happy  home,  where  he  is  surrounded  by 
many  luxuries,  the  fruits  of  his  years  of 
labor. 
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MRS.  ALICE  FAIRCHILD. 

:\Irs.  Alice  Fairchikl.  who  is  engaged 
in  the  milHnery  business  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, was  born  on  a  farm  near  Trenton, 
in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  October  22,  1858, 
a  daughter  of  A.  R.  and  Anna  ( Rhykert) 
Halliwill.  Tier  father  was  born  in  Starke 
county,  Ohio.  April  i.  1823,  and  there  re- 
sided upon  a  farm  unlil  he  had  attained 
adult  age.  In  early  manhood  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade,  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  '40s  he  removed  from  Ohio  to  Illi- 
nois. Subsequently  he  came  to  Iowa,  set- 
tling on  a  farm  in  Henry  county,  and  for 
the  three  years  prior  to  1906  he  lived  re- 
tired in  Mount  Pleasant.  In  1906  he  re- 
moved to  Alma.  Michigan,  where  he  in- 
herited a  farm.  His  wife,  who  was  born 
in  Xew  York,  February  16,  1828,  came  to 
the  Mississippi  valley  in  pioneer  times 
with  her  parents,  who  settled  upon  a  large 
farm  near  Galesburg.  Illinois.  There  both 
her  father  and  mother  died.  Mrs.  Halli- 
will is  now  living  upon  the  old  homestead 
farm,  about  nine  miles  from  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, and  one  of  her  grandchildren  is  al- 
ways with  her.  In  the  Halliwill  family 
were  seven  children.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of 
John  Ackles,  a  farmer  of  Trenton,  Iowa ; 
James  died  when  about  three  years  old; 
A.  O.,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Iowa,  married 
Miss  Lola  Chambers,  and  has  seven  chil- 
dren. Cornelia  is  the  wife  of  John  Mes- 
ser,  a  farmer  living  about  three  miles  from 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
dren. ]\Irs.  Fairchild  is  the  fifth  of  the 
family.  Alonzo,  living  in  Des  Moines. 
Iowa,  married  Miss  Sibbie  Chambers,  and 
tliey  have  six  children ;  Myron  married 
Miv>  T  i/7je  Scott,  and  they  reside  in  Des 


Moines.  Both  parents  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  church. 

Mrs.  Fairchild  acquired  her  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  afterward  attended  Howe's 
academy  of  this  city.  Subsequently,  she 
engaged  in  teaching  for  four  years,  spend- 
ing that  entire  time  in  two  country  schools 
in  Henry  county.  On  the  22d  of  No- 
vember. 1879.  she  ga\'e  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  Samuel  G.  Scarff.  a  son  of  John 
and  Laura  (Guiten)  Scarff.  He  was  born 
in  Ohio  in  1842,  and  when  six  years  of 
age  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Iowa. 
He  w-as  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children, 
but  only  tw'O  are  now-  living.  W.  O. 
Scarff  is  a  farmer,  owning  and  operating 
land  near  Mount  Pleasant,  but  makes  his 
home  in  the  city.  He  married  Miss  Eliza 
Manning,  and  has  five  children.  James 
Scarff.  who  resides  near  the  old  home 
farm,  married  Miss  Mary  Messer.  and 
they  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  eight 
are  living. 

Samuel  G.  Scarff  was  reared  in  Iowa, 
acquired  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  early  became  familiar  with 
the  duties  and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot 
of  the  agriculturist.  He  made  farming 
his  life  work  and  died  in  Henry  county  in 
1 89 1.  His  political  allegiance  was  given 
to  the  democracy,  and  he  was  a  member 
of  the  ]\Iethodist  church,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  the  church  cemetery, 
known  as  White  Oak,  he  and  his  brother 
having  given  the  ground  for  this  purpose. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scarff'  were  born  five 
children.  Ralph  C,  born  March  11.  1881, 
died  in  1901.  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
Howard  G..  born  February  10,  1883,  died 
at  the  age  of  three  years.     Cora  G.,  born 
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June  14,  1885,  is  living  with  her  mother. 
Nina  G.,  bom  Augst  21,  1887,  is  a  stu- 
dent in  Howe's  academy,  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. Reuben  Gerald,  bom  April  29.  1889, 
died  in  1892,  when  two  and  a  half  years 
old.  All  the  children  were  born  upon  the 
farm  in  Henry  county. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1895.  Airs.  Scarff 
was  married  to  Linus  Fairchild.  a  son  of 
Linus  Fairchild,  of  Rome,  Iowa.  The 
parents  both  died  on  a  farm  near  Rome. 
In  their  family  were  six  children.  Mrs. 
Harriet  Ainsworth,  who  has  two  children, 
spends  the  summer  months  in  Grand  Rap- 
ids, IMichigan,  and  the  winter  seasons  in 
Florida.  Alfred,  a  merchant  of  Stock- 
port, Iowa,  has  three  children.  Perry  is 
living  in  the  west.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Graff 
is  a  resident  of  Lockridge,  Iowa ;  Amos  is 
also  living  in  the  west.  Linus  Fairchild, 
the  other  son  of  the  family,  was  a  farmer 
b}'  occupation,  devoting  his  life  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  near  Mount  Pleasant. 
He  was  a  democrat  in  his  political  views, 
but  never  sought  office  as  a  reward  for 
party  fealty.  In  matters  of  citizenship, 
how^ever,  he  was  always  progressive  and 
public  spirited,  and  rejoiced  in  what  was 
accomplished  in  the  county  for  public 
progress  and  improvement.  For  one  year 
he  was  ill,  and  then  passed  away  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1901,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  Forest  cemetery  at  Rome, 
Iowa.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairchild  were 
born  two  children :  Ora  Harriet,  born 
March  29,  1896.  and  Elizabeth,  born  'Slay 
I,  1897. 

In  November.  1904,  ]\Irs.  Fairchild 
opened  a  millinery  store  on  the  corner  of 
Jefferson  and  ^^'ashington  streets,  in 
Mount  Pleasant.    Here  she  had  one  of  the 


largest  millinery  establishments  in  the 
country,  carrying  a  carefully  selected  line 
of  goods,  and  was  regarded  as  a  most  en- 
terprising and  intelligent  business  woman, 
displaying  keen  discrimination  in  the  con- 
duct of  her  commercial  interests.  She 
sold  her  business  in  December,  1905,  and 
is  not  now  in  business.  She  owns  a  resi- 
dence property  north  of  the  railroad,  and 
also  a  residence  and  vacant  lots  at  Marsh, 
Iowa.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  is  a  lady  of  excellent 
traits  of  character  and  pleasing  social 
qualities. 


ELISHA  M.   PAYNE. 

Elisha  AI.  Payne  owns  and  operates  a 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  and 
a  half  acres  in  Marion  township  and  is  one 
of  the  native  sons  of  the  count}^  who  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  here  af- 
forded and  in  the  utilization  of  opportu- 
nities has  led  a  life  crowned  with  credit- 
able success  and  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  He  was  born  December  31, 
1845,  and  his  parents,  Henry  and  Mar- 
garet J.  (Boak)  Payne,  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  the  former  bom  in  1785  and  the 
latter  in  1806.  Mr.  Payne  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming  and  on  removing  to 
the  west  settled  in  Henn.-  county,  Iowa, 
about  nine  miles  northwest  of  ]\Iount 
Pleasant.  This  was  in  1837,  when  the 
state  was  still  under  territorial  government 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  land  was  still 
in  its  primitive  condition.  The  wigwams 
of   the   Indians   were   seen   in   the   forest. 
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wolves  were  frequently  heard  howling 
at  nights  and  the  deer  roamed  over  the 
prairie.  All  of  the  houses  were  built  of 
logs  and  tlie  families  lived  in  true  pioneer 
style,  raising  nearly  all  that  they  ate,  spin- 
ning and  weaving  their  own  clothing  and 
in  fact  providing  every  comfort  which  they 
enjoyed.  Hard  labor  was  the  part  of  the 
settlers  who  reclaimed  the  wild  land  for 
the  purposes  of  civilization,  but  when  once 
the  land  was  broken  and  the  fields  tilled 
rich  harx-ests  were  gathered.  Air.  Payne 
continued  actively  in  farming  until  1863, 
when  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest,  his 
wife  surviving  until  1875.  In  politics  he 
was  a  democrat  up  to  the  time  of  the 
Civil  war  when  he  Ijecame  a  stanch  repub- 
lican. Both  he  and  his  wife  held  member- 
ship in  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
were  strong  in  their  faith,  earnest  in  their 
devotion  and  attended  all  of  the  church 
services,  Mr.  Payne  acting  as  trustee  of 
the  church  for  a  number  of  years.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  laid  to  rest  in  Findley 
Chapel  cemetery.  In  the  family  of  this 
worthy  couple  were  eight  children,  of 
whom  E.  M.  Payne  of  this  review  is  the 
youngest.  The  others  are  as  follows  :  Re- 
becca married  Joshua  Gardner,  who  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Civil  war  and  was  killed 
on  Black  ri\-er,  east  of  Vicksburg,  after 
which  his  widow  became  the  wife  of  John 
Randolph,  but  both  are  now  deceased. 
Martha  is  the  wife  of  Lindley  Rhodes,  of 
Colorado;  Isabelle  is  the  wife  of  John 
Smith,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Rachel  is  the 
wife  of  Merritt  Culver,  of  Carroll,  Iowa. 
Henry  married  Miss  Emma  Campbell,  of 
Wayland,  Iowa.  C.  W.,  who  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry, 
ser\'ing  for  three  years  and  three  months 


and  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to 
the  sea,  married  Miss  Margaret  Patton 
and  is  now  living  in  Jefferson  township. 
Hayden  married  Miss  Sarah  McPheren. 
Ke  was  a  soldier  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, participated  in  the  battles  of  Gun- 
town,  Macon  and  other  engagements  and 
died  about  five  years  after  the  w^ar.  His 
widow  subsequently  married  William 
Williams  and  is  now  living  in  Washing- 
ton, Iowa. 

E.  M.  Payne  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  father's  home  and 
also  in  Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  He 
was  a  young  man  of  only  seventeen  years 
when,  in  April,  1863,  he  responded  to  the 
country's  call  for  aid  and  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry.  At  the 
battle  of  Guntown,  Mississippi,  he  sus- 
tained a  gun  shot  wound  in  the  leg,  from 
which  he  has  never  fully  recovered,  and  he 
was  mustered  out  at  Macon,  Georgia,  and 
honorably  discharged  at  Davenport,  low^a, 
but  was  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Missouri, 
and  at  the  hospital  at  Keokuk  for  a  time 
on  account  of  his  injury.  Following  his 
return  from  the  war  he  entered  business 
life,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Lucas  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  five  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Henry  county  and 
bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Trenton  town- 
ship, where  he  remained  for  seven  years, 
when  he  again  disposed  of  his  property  and 
invested  in  a  farm  in  Marion  township 
upon  which  he  lived  for  ten  years,  when  he 
once  more  sold  out  and  then  bought  a 
farm  west  of  Mount  Pleasant  comprising 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land. 
He  afterward  lived  rather  a  retired  life 
in  the  city  until  1899,  when  he  purchased 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


487 


his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-four and  a  half  acres  in  Marion  town- 
ship. Here  he  built  a  beautiful  home  and 
has  since  built  a  substantial  barn  and  made 
other  necessary  improvements.  He  uses 
good  machinery  in  the  work  of  the  fields 
and  has  all  modern  equipments  and  acces- 
sories upon  his  place,  which  in  its  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  indicates  his  careful 
supervision  and  practical  progressive  meth- 
ods. The  fields  are  well  tilled,  and  he  also 
raises,  buys,  and  sells  cattle  and  hogs  and 
keeps  from  six  to  eight  horses  to  perform 
the  work  of  the  farm.  His  labors  have 
been  so  practical  that  they  have  proved  re- 
sultant factors  in  winning  creditable  suc- 
cess and  he  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do 
agriculturists  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Payne  has  been  married  twice. 
In  September,  1869,  he  wedded  Miss 
Amanda  Leach,  a  daughter  of  James  M. 
and  Maria  Leach,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Indiana.  The  father  followed 
farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  and 
the  mother  is  now  li^'ing  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Iowa.  Mrs.  Payne  died  October  27, 
1 88 1,  and  her  remains  were  interred  in 
Oak  Grove  cemetery.  By  this  marriage 
there  were  four  children,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living :  Jennie  was  married  to  Ed- 
ward Kitch,  of  Page  Center,  Iowa,  and 
they  have  seven  children:  Walter,  Carl, 
Herbert,  Clarence,  Meriam,  Grace,  and 
Dorothy.  Grace  Payne  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Button,  of  IMarion  township,  and  has 
one  daughter,  Mabel.  James  Payne,  who 
married  Bertha  Sargent,  is  now  living  in 
Chicago.  In  1886  Mr.  Payne  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Sophia  Wick,  who  was  born  May  8,  i860, 
in  Marion  township  on  a  farm  adjoining 


her  present  home,  her  parents  being  Au- 
gust and  Elizabeth  Wick,  who  are  men- 
tioned on  another  page  of  this  work.  By 
this  marriage  there  are  five  children : 
Frederick  W.,  who  was  born  July  19, 
1887,  ^^*^  is  attending  Howe's  Academy; 
Jesse,  who  was  born  March  20,  1889,  and 
is  a  student  in  the  same  school ;  Mata  A., 
who  was  born  June  24,  1892,  and  is  at- 
tending the  district  schools;  Arthur  W., 
born  May  24,  1895,  and  also  pursuing  his 
education  in  the  home  school;  and  Mftrna 
E.,  born  June  22,  1903. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Payne  is  an 
earnest  republican.  His  advancement  in 
life  is  attributable  entirely  to  his  own  ef- 
forts and  he  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  full- 
est and  best  sense  of  that  tenn.  In  young 
manhood  he  defended  his  country  in  the 
darkest  hour  in  her  history,  and  then  re- 
turned home  to  take  up  the  burdens  and 
responsibilities  of  a  business  life.  By  fru- 
gal living,  good  habits  and  unfaltering 
industry  he  was  enabled  to  make  a  start 
and  is  today  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
A  genial,  pleasant  gentleman,  he  is  highly 
respected  throughout  the  entire  community 
and  as  a  citizen  manifests  the  same  loyalty 
to  his  countr}'^  that  he  displayed  when  he 
followed  the  stars  and  stripes  upon  south- 
ern battle  fields. 


ALBERT  DE  LASHMUTT. 

In  a  land  so  liberally  endowed  by  Na- 
ture, where  the  rich  harvest  await  but 
man's  bidding  to  come  into  being,  in  the 
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coiintr>'  of  beautiful  and  productive  farms, 
the  well  tilled  fields  and  broad  acres  of 
Albert  De  Lashmutt  stand  out  as  a  strik- 
ing example  of  the  results  of  labor  and 
pluck.  Brought  forth  from  what  was  once 
wild  prairie,  the  cultivated  iields,  ample 
granaries,  commodious  barns  and  build- 
ings for  the  accommodation  of  stock,  all 
attest  the  prosperity  of  the  owner,  Mr. 
Albert  De  Lashmutt.  When  he  was  but 
twenty  years  of  age  he  came  into  posses- 
siOTi  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
in  section  35,  Qanaan  township,  Henry 
county,  Iowa.  This  land  was  only 
partially  improved  and  was  bought  by  Mr. 
De  Lashmutt's  father  for  eight  dollars  an 
acre,  in  t868.  The  land,  through  culti- 
vation, has  increased  rapidly  in  value,  until 
now  it  is  worth  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars an  acre.  There  was  much  work  to 
be  done  and  many  obstacles  to  be  sur- 
mounted to  bring  the  land  up  from  its 
wild  condition,  to  develop  its  latent  wealth 
and  bring  it  into  its  present  state  of  per- 
fection. The  owner  believes  in  scientific 
farming.  He  has  a  large  barn  forty-two 
iDy  sixty-four  feet  for  hay  and  horses, 
Iniilt  in  t88i,  also  douljle  corn  cribs  and 
all  necessary  outbuildings.  The  place  is 
well  tiled,  with  the  exception  of  twenty- 
seven  acres.  He  is  a  practical  farmer  and 
adds  to  his  general  farming  some  stock 
raising,  feeding  many  Poland  China  hogs 
and  shorthorn  cattle  every  year.  The 
dwelling  has  been  converted  from  the  small, 
primitive  house  to  a  large  and  modern 
nine-room  structure,  which  has  just  re- 
cently been  equipped  for  lighting  by  acety- 
lene, making  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home. 


Albert  De  Lashmutt,  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  was  born  March  16,  1858,  in 
Des  Moines  county,  Iowa.  He  received  an 
education  greater  than  that  of  the  aver- 
ag'e  boy  of  the  time,  attending  the  district 
schools  and  the  Salem  (Iowa)  College. 
His  father,  Thornton  L.  De  Lashmutt,  was 
born  in  West  Virginia,  and  his  mother, 
Isabella  (De  Lapp)  De  Lashmutt,  was  a 
native  of  Illinois.  The  father  when  a  lad 
of  ten  years  went  with  his  parents  to  Bur- 
lington. They  began  their  trip  in  1834 
and  waited  in  Illinois  from  December, 
1834,  until  the  ice  upon  the  river  was  thick 
enough  to  allow  them  to  cross  into  Iowa, 
arriving  in  Burlington  in  the  early  winter 
of  1835.  They  leased  a  farm  three  and 
one-half  miles  west  of  Burlington  and  T. 
L.  De  Lashmutt  lived  there  wdtJh  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
when  he  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  far  west,  accordingly  took  passage 
upon  a  boat  down  the  Mississippi,  crossed 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  thence  made  his 
way  to  California.  He  located  in  Sacra- 
mento, where  he  remained  for  two  years, 
then  longing  to  see  his  old  home  again  he 
returned  by  the  way  of  New  York  city. 
Having  arrived  once  more  in  Burlington, 
he  began  farming  anew,  near  that  place. 
In  1854  he  married  and  went  to  live  upon 
a  farm  which  he  had  purchased  in  Union 
township.  It  was  partially  covered  with 
brush,  while  the  remaining  part  was  prai- 
rie. There  was  a  farm  house  in  process 
of  erection  at  the  time.  He  finished  this 
by  the  aid  of  his  brother-in-law.  He  still 
owns  that  place  and  the  old  house  still 
stands.  He  now  owns  in  addition  two 
hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  adjoining 
the  original  tract.     At  the  age  of  eighty- 
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one  years,  he  is  still  living  in  Burlington, 
at  1009  North  Seventh  street. 

Albert  De  Lashmutt  lost  his  mother 
when  he  was  but  three  weeks  old,  and  he 
w^as  given  into  the  care  of  his  paternal 
grandmother.  When  he  was  six  years  of 
age  his  father  married  again  and  he  went 
home  to  live,  where  he  remained  until 
twenty  years  of  age. 

On  October  22,  1880,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Maggie  Layman.  She  was 
born  in  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  John  Lay- 
man and  Nancy  (Woods)  Layman.  Two 
children  were  born  of  this  union:  Cora, 
now  the  wife  of  William  Dohrman,  of 
Canaan  township,  and  Rivlo  Milo,  at 
home.  The  mother  died  June  20,  1890. 
On  December  28,  1893,  Mr.  De  Lashmutt 
again  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  x\lma  Johnson,  of  Des  Moines 
county.  She  had  been  a  teacher  in  Des 
Moines  and  Hem-y  counties  for  eig'hteen 
years  and  is  a  woman  of  excellent  educa- 
tional attainments.  She  acquired  her  gen- 
eral education  in  the  county  of  her  birth 
in  the  common  schools  and  continued  her 
studies  still  further  in  the  normal  school 
at  Dixon,  Illinois. 

Mr.  De  Lashmutt  is  an  educated  and 
progressive  man  and  values  all  that  tends 
to  promote  education  and  general  culture. 
He  has  always  been  interested  in  schools 
and  the  means  of  education  and  has  served 
with  credit  as  school  director  in  his  district. 
He  is  in  his  political  views  a  republican, 
has  been  constable  for  two  years  and  has 
ahvays  been  faithful  and  earnest  in  the 
discharge  of  his  public  duties  and  has  been 
an  active  and  tireless  worker  in  his  pri- 
vate life.  An  excellent  education,  com- 
bined with  untiring  energy  and  activit}% 


has  led  him  to  success.  After  over  a  quar- 
ter of  a  centur}'  of  working  upward,  he 
has  reached  the  goal  of  prosperity  and 
happiness. 


JOHN  R.  YOUNG. 

John  R.  Young  owns  and  operates  a 
well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  on  sections  16  and  17,  Canaan 
township,  and  is  a  thrifty  and  enterprising- 
agriculturist.  He  was  born  in  Somerset, 
Ohio,  July  14,  1862.  He  dates  his  resi- 
dence in  Iowa  from  1880  and  in  Henry 
county  from  1881.  His  parents  were 
John  A.  and  Lucy  (Dispennett)  Young, 
the  former  a  native  of  Somerset,  Ohio, 
and  the  latter  in  Licking  county,  Ohio. 
He  is  of  German  descent,  for  his  grand- 
parents W'Cre  George  W.  and  Margaret 
(Ingmeier)  Young,  the  latter  also  a  native 
of  the  fatherland. 

John  R.  Young  began  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Ohio  and  afterward  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  Iowa.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  he  became  a  resident  of 
Johnson  county,  Iowa,  and  began  w'ork 
on  a  farm,  being  employed  in  that  man- 
ner for  two  years.  He  then  removed  to 
Henry  county,  where  he  worked  by  the 
month  as  a  farm  hand  for  four  years, 
when,  wishing  that  his  labors  might  more 
directly  benefit  himself,  he  rented  land  and 
conducted  "bachelor's  hall"  for  two  years. 
He  then  secured  a  companion  and  help- 
mate for  life's  journe}'  by  his  marriage  on 
the  23d  of  March,  1887,  to  Miss  Eva  M. 
Crain,  who  was  born  in  this  county  and 
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is  a  (laughter  of  W.  R.  Grain,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Somerset,  Ohio.  Her  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah  Griffith, 
and  was  also  born  in  Somerset.  Subse- 
quent to  his  marriage,  Mr.  Young  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  sections  i6  and  17,  Ganaan  town- 
ship. All  had  been  placed  under  the  plow. 
He  has  fenced  this  place  and  has  also  re- 
modeled the  house,  which  was  on  the 
eighty-acre  tract.  He  has  added  good  out- 
buildings for  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
stock,  has  built  a  barn  with  granary-  forty 
by  forty-two  feet.  He  also  built  a  large 
corn  crib,  and  the  place  is  well  tiled,  so 
that  there  are  no  wet  tracts  of  land  which 
prove  uncultivable.  He  tills  the  soil  year 
after  year,  harvesting  good  crops  and 
also  raises  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  keeping 
a  good  grade  of  farm  animals.  In  his 
business  affairs  he  is  quick  to  recognize 
an  opportunity  and  foretell  the  outcome 
of  any  movement,  and  his  labors  have  been 
intensely  practical,  proving  resultant  fac- 
tors in  the  acquirement  of  success,  wdiich 
now  makes  him  one  of  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  his  community. 

Mr.  Young  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  is  not  a  politician  in  the  sense 
of  office-seeking,  preferring  to  leave  office- 
holding  to  others.  He  belongs  to  the 
]^Iethodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  trustee  since  1902,  and  the 
cause  of  moral  development  in  his  com- 
munity is  a  matter  of  deep  and  sincere  in- 
terest to  him.  Matters  relating  to  the 
public  welfare  elicit  his  attention,  and  his 
co-operation  is  given  to  ever}^  movement 
which  he  believes  \\\\\  prove  of  definite 
and  immediate  service  or  of  permanent 
good. 


AUGUST  F.  WIGK. 

Iowa  is  pre-eminently  a  stock-raising 
state,  its  broad  prairies  giving  ample  op- 
portunity for  labor  to  him  who  desires 
to  cultivate  the  soil  or  raise  stock.  Along 
such  business  lines  August  F.  Wick  has 
directed  his  labors,  with  the  result  that 
he  is  now  prospering  in  his  undertakings. 
Moreover,  his  life  record  is  another  indi- 
cation of  the  desirability  of  Henry  county 
as  a  place  of  residence,  for  he  has  always 
lived  here,  enjoying  the  privileges  accorded 
to  the  citizens  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
Upon  the  farm  where  he  yet  makes  his 
home  his  birth  occurred  on  the  22d  of 
Julv,  1872,  his  parents  being  August  and 
Elizabeth  (Schultz)  Wick,  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  was  born  in  183 1  and 
the  mother  in  1833.  Before  leaving  his 
native  land,  Mr.  W^ick  learned  the  stone- 
cutter's trade  and,  following  his  arrival 
in  America,  he  worked  for  a  time  at  that 
occupation  in  Des  Moines  county.  After 
coming  to  Henry  county  he  secured  a 
farm  in  Marion  township,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  its  cultivation  also  carried  on 
business  as  a  stonecutter  for  a  brief  period. 
The  greater  part  of  his  life,  however,  was 
devoted  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil.  He  ex- 
ercised his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  democracy, 
but  had  no  aspiration  for  office.  His  wife 
was  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  and  both  were  held  in  high  esteem 
by  many  friends.  In  the  early  years  of 
his  residence  here  Mr.  Wick  cut  and  laid 
some  of  the  stone  for  the  first  building  of 
the  asylum  and  also  for  the  Wesleyan 
chapel.  He  w^as  ahvays  interested  in  the 
progress    and   development   of    the    com- 
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munity  ^^•hich  he  chose  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dence, and  he  aided  in  the  work  of  im- 
provement to  a  considerable  extent  in 
pioneer  times.  His  death  occurred  in 
February,  1892,  while  his  wife  passed 
away  on  the  29th  of  October,  1902.  In 
their  family  were  eight  children :  Gusta, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years; 
Sophia,  the  wife  of  E.  M.  Payne,  of  Clar- 
ion township;  ]\Iar\',  the  wife  of  Fred 
Lauer,  of  Scott  township;  John,  who  is 
living  in  Canaan  township ;  Anna,  the  wife 
of  Victor  Lauer,  also  of  Canaan  township ; 
William,  who  makes  his  home  in  the  same 
township;  August,  of  this  review,  and 
Frederick. 

August  F.  W^ick  pursued  his  education 
in  what  is  known  as  the  Frog  Pond  school 
and  afterward  worked  for  his  brother  on 
the  farm.  Later  he  returned  home  and 
was  employed  at  farm  labor  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  for  a  few  years  there- 
after he  rented  his  father's  land,  which  he 
operated  on  the  shares.  Following  the 
father's  death,  he  purchased  the  interests 
of  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  home 
property  and  now  owns  the  place,  which 
is  one  of  the  good  farms  of  Henr}-  county, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  He  is  largely  engaged  in  stock 
raising  and  but  to  a  limited  extent  culti- 
vates his  fields.  He  has  put  up  a  wind- 
pump  and  a  machine  shop  on  his  place 
and  he  owns  a  threshing  machine  and 
separator,  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has 
traveled  all  through  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts of  the  country  during  harvest  time, 
his  services  being  in  much  demand  in  the 
threshing  season. 

On    the    I  St   of    Februarv'.    1898,    ]Mr. 
Wick    was  united   in   marriage  to    IMiss 


Lena  AlcClure,  a  native  of  Henry  county, 
born  January  15,  1875,  and  a  daughter 
of  Aaron  and  Melissa  (Sackett)  ]\IcClure. 
The  father's  birth  occurred  in  Louisa 
county,  Iowa,  in  1848,  while  the  mother 
was  born  in  Henr\-  county  in  1852.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  for  many  years  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings,  spending  his 
last  years  on  a  good  farm  in  Heniy  county. 
He  voted  with  the  republican  party,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in 
the  Methodist  church.  His  death  occurred 
July  I,  1902.  He  is  still  survived  by  his 
wife,  who  is  now  residing  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. In  their  family  were  four  children: 
Lena,  now  Mrs.  Wick;  Ralph  McClure, 
who  married  Miss  Ada  Lane  and  lives  in 
Marion  township,  and  John,  who  resides 
at  home,  looking  to  the  comforts  of  his 
devoted  mother. 

]\Ir.  and  ]\Irs.  \A*ick  have  three  chil- 
dren, all  born  in  Henry  county,  namely : 
^lildred,  born  November  19,  1899;  Mabel, 
November  10,  1901,  and  Exie,  October  18, 
1903.  Mr.  \Y\ck  is  a  democrat  and  has 
filled  several  local  offices,  serving  as  school 
director,  road  supervisor  and  trustee  of 
his  township.  While  he  is  never  remiss 
in  the  duties  of  citizenship,  he  prefers  to 
concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business 
affairs,  and  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  on  section  28,  Clarion  town- 
ship, is  the  visible  evidence  of  his  life  of 
thrift  and  industry.  He  is  pleasant  and 
agreeable  in  manner  and  has  a  wife  whose 
kindly  spirit  and  generous  disposition  have 
made  her  esteemed  throughout  the  com- 
munity, while  Mr.  ^^'ick  is  held  in  high 
respect.  Mrs.  Wick  belongs  to  the  Aletho- 
dist  church  and  both  enjoy  the  regard  of 
manv  friends. 
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NATHAN  BYRON   SPRAY. 

Nathan  Byron  Spray,  one  of  the  pros- 
perous and  enteri)rising  farmers  of  the 
countv,  living  ill  Marion  township,  was 
born  in  Salem  towaiship  on  the  loth  of 
January,  1856,  his  parents  being  William 
and  Mary  H.  (Jay)  Spray.  Mary  H. 
Jay  was  born  in  Indiana,  Januaiy  9,  1828, 
came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  in  1839, 
and  was  married  to  William  F.  Spray  in 
1852.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dempsey  and 
Clarkey  (Hunt)  Jay.  He  was  born  No- 
vember 2,  1802,  died  September  10,  1850, 
married  Clarkey  Hunt  in  Indiana.  He 
was  a  son  of  James  Jay,  born  October  25, 
1766;  married  Jemima  Mills  April  7,  1791, 
at  Brush  River  meeting,  South  Carolina. 
James  Jay  was  a  son  of  William  and  Eliz- 
abeth Jay.  He  was  the  son  of  William  and 
Mary  Jay,  the  first  of  family  definitely 
known.  They  lived  near  AA'^inchester, 
Frederick  county,  Virginia.  It,  however, 
is  kno\Mi  that  Judge  Jay,  who  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  is  closely 
connected  with  the  family.  Both  the  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  grandparents  were 
residents  of  the  Carolinas,  whence  they 
removed  to  Indiana  at  an  early  period  in 
the  development  of  that  state,  and  there 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Spray  w^ere 
born.  The  father  of  our  subject  came  to 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  in  1839  "^"^'ith  his 
parents,  who  located  in  Salem  township 
upon  a  tract  of  land  which  was  converted 
into  a  good  farm.  There  William  Spray 
was  reared  to  manhood,  assisting  in  the 
arduous  task  of  improving  new  and  wild 
land.  In  1850,  when  a  young  man,  he 
went  to  California,  attracted  by  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  on  the  Pacific  slope,  but 


after  a  few  years  he  again  came  to  Henry 
county,  where  he  devoted  his  energies  to 
farm  labor  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war.  In  hearty  sympathy  with  the 
Union  cause,  he  enlisted  in  1862  as  a 
member  of  Company  I,  Fourteenth  Iowa 
Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  hon- 
orably dicharged  after  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities in  1865.  He  then  returned  to 
Henry  county  and  resumed  the  work  of 
tilling  the  soil  and  raising  stock.  Both 
he  and  his  wdfe  w^hen  called  to  their  final 
rest  were  interred  in  Salem  township  cem- 
eterv.  They  held  membership  with  the 
Society  of  Friends  and  Mr.  Spray  voted 
with  the  Republican  party.  In  their  family 
were  ten  children,  all  sons,  of  wdiom  the 
following  grew^  to  maturity :  James  D., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years; 
Nathan  B.,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record;  Eli,  who  was  born  March  14,  1858, 
and  is  now  living  in  Palisade,  Hitchcock 
county,  Nebraska;  Oscar,  who  was  born 
February  14,  i860,  and  died  in  1897: 
Elmer  E.,  who  was  born  October  3,  1862, 
and  is  now  residing  in  California  after 
having  served  for  two  years  in  the  war 
in  the  Philippines ;  Joel,  of  Salem  town- 
.  ship,  who  w-as  born  March  28,  1864,  ^I'^d 
married  Miss  Julia  Caviness,  and  Heze- 
kiah  S.,  who  was  born  January  2,  1868, 
and  is  now  living  in  Salem  township. 

Nathan  B.  Spray  spent,  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farm  lads  of  the  locality  and  period. 
His  education  was  acquired  in  the  district 
schools  of  Salem  township,  and  after  work- 
ing as  a  fann  hand  for  one  summer  in 
that  township  he  went  to  Utah  and  after- 
ward still  farther  west,  being  engaged  in 
mining  and  stock-raising  for  twenty -five 
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years.  He  made  his  way  from  one  place 
to  another  and  most  of  the  time  was  upon 
the  frontier.  He  was  a  cowboy  in  John- 
son county,  Wyoming,  in  1892,  during  the 
Johnson  county  war  between  cattle  own- 
ers and  rustlers,  and  he  was  in  the  Black 
Hills  during  the  Custer  massacre  in  June, 
1876.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  gov- 
ernment when  Crazy  Horse  was  killed  at 
Fort  Robinson.  In  1875  he  went  to  the 
reservation  of  the  Black  Hills  and  became 
a  pioneer  of  that  district,  and  saw  Wild 
Bill,  a  noted  character,  killed  in  1876.  He 
was  also  at  the  Nez  Perces  reservation  in 
Idaho  when  the  place  was  thrown  open 
for  settlement  in  November,  1896.  and 
he  was  in  Alontana  whtn  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railroad  was  completed  in  1882.  His 
experiences  in  the  west  were  varied  and 
interesting,  and  if  written  in  detail  would 
furnish  a  story  more  marvelous  than  many 
of  the  accounts  of  fiction. 

In  1 90 1  Mr.  Spray  returned  to  Henry 
county,  and  on  the  5th  of  March  of  that 
year  was  married  to  Mrs.  Anna  Marsh, 
who  was  bom  in  Des  Moines  county, 
May  27,  1866,  a  daughter  of  A.  B.  and 
Mary  E.  (Hester)  Deal.  Her  father  was 
born  near  Lancaster.  Ohio,  April  i,  1829, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  1857 
became  a  resident  of  Des  Moines  county, 
Iowa,  settling  in  Pleasant  township, 
where  he  followed  farming  for  three 
years.  He  then  removed  to  New  London 
town-hip,  Llenry  county,  where  he  spent 
one  yt?.r  and  afterward  spent  eig'ht  months 
in  Scott  township.  Later  he  lived  in 
Marion  township,  and  for  forty-eight 
years  altogether  he  made  his  home  in  Des 
Moines,  Henry,  and  Louisa  counties.  He 
died    October    7,     1901,    upon    the    farm 


where  his  widow  and  son-in-law  now  re- 
side. In  politics  he  was  a  stalwart  repub- 
lican and  served  as  road  supervisor.  He 
'held  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church 
and  at  his  demise  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Winfield  cemetery.  His  widow, 
jVIrs.  Deal,  was  born  January  5,  1835,  in 
Dublin,  Indiana.  Her  ancestors  were  all 
Friends,  or  Quakers.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Reynolds)  Hes- 
ter. Her  father  was  born  near  Dublin, 
Indiana,  Januaiy  15,  1809,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1837.  His  wife  was  born  in  the 
Catskill  mountains  of  New  York  about 
=ixty  miles  from  New  York  city,  March 
22,  1807,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Anna  Reynolds,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mercy  (Birdsall) 
Cornell.  Her  father,  Daniel  Cornell,  when 
at  the  age  of -one  hundred  and  seven  years, 
walked  seveai  miles  to  church  and  back. 
This  was  about  two  weeks  before  his  death. 
After  losing  her  first  husband  INIrs.  Hester 
married  Absalom  Gobdenough  in  1841, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  August,  1856, 
while  Mrs.  Goodenough  passed  away 
IMarch  30,  1888.  She  was  the  second 
of  sixteen  children,  luit  only  one  is  now 
living,  William,  who  resides  at  ^luske- 
gon,  Michigan.  B}'  her  first  marriage 
Mrs.  Goodenough  had  four  children: 
Nelson,  who  married  Freelove  Clemens 
for  his  first  wife,  Nancy  Brown  for  his 
second  wife  and  Melissa  Hathaway  for 
his  third  wife,  is  now  living  in  Nebraska 
and  is  again  a  widower.  He  had  fifteen 
children.  Isaac  H.  Hester  married  Per- 
melia  Beulah,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren, and  both  parents  are  now  deceased. 
Benjamin  R.  Hester  married  Permelia 
Cunningham,  bv  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
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dren,  and  he  is  no^^■  deceased,  but  his 
widow  resides  near  Danville,  Illinois. 
Mary  E.  Hester  is  the  widow  of  A.  B. 
Deal  and  is  now  living  with  Mrs.  Spray 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  By  her 
second  marriage  Mrs.  Goodenongh  had 
two  children:  Joseph  A.,  who  married 
Martha  Pierson,  and  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Hoffmann,  a  resident  of  St. 
Louis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deal,  the  parents  of  Mrs. 
Spray,  had  a  family  of  eight  children. 
Absalom  G.,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy. 
Sarah  E.  married  P.  W.  H.  Mundorff 
and  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of 
J.  G.  Glenn,  who  is  now  living  in  Ne- 
braska, but  his  wife  died  in  1901.  Mar- 
garet I.  Deal  became  the  wife  of  J.  S. 
Alexander,  and  after  his  death  married 
Elmer  E.  Umfleet,  of  Scott  township, 
Henr}'  county.  W.  H.  Deal  married  Vir- 
ginia A.  Snyder,  of  Scott  township,  and 
they  have  four  children :  Leslie  S.,  Amy 
C.,  Carl  A.  and  Guy  J.,  of  whom  Amy  is 
now  the  wife  of  Arthur  Aronhault,  who 
lives  near  Moming  Sun,  Iowa.  Charles 
R.  Deal  died  in  childhood.  John  I.  Deal 
married  Lillian  A.  Campbell  and  resides 
in  St.  Francis,  Kansas.  They  have  six 
children :  Anna  Blanche,  Milton  Earl, 
William  Floyd,  Nina  r\Iay,  and  Pearl  and 
Merle,  twins.  Anna  I.  is  now  Mrs.  Spray. 
Charles  G.  Deal  married  Pearl  I.  Bird, 
of  Scott  township,  and  has  two  children, 
Lucile  W.  and  Harold  L. 

Anna  I.  Deal  was  born  in  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa,  May  27,  1866,  and  was 
educated  in  Henry  county.  On  the  i6th 
of  June,  1897,  she  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  Mosby  Frank  Marsh,  who  passed 
away  September  9,  1899. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spray  have  one  child, 
Thelma  Mary,  who  was  born  in  Henry 
county,  February  15,  1902.  At  the  time 
of  their  marriage  the  parents  removed  to 
their  present  farm,  comprising  sixty-five 
acres,  which  belongs  to  Mrs.  Spray  and 
is  situated  on  section  25,  Marion  township. 
]\lr.  Spray  is  a  general  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  devoting  his  attention  largely  to 
Shropshire  sheep.  He  has  good  horses 
upon  his  place  and  good  cattle  and  his 
business  interests  are  capably  managed,  so 
that  his  labors  annually  return  to  him  a 
gratifying  income.  He  belongs  to  Salem 
Lodge,  No.  48,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Republic? n  party.  He  was  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends  and 
his  wife  is  a  memlier  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  They  are  exceedingly  pop- 
ular people  in  the  community  where  they 
reside,  as  was  Mr.  Deal,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Spray,  and  the  personal  characteris- 
tics which  win  warm  friendship  and  high 
regard  are  displayed  by  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  who  well  deserve  representation 
in  this  volume,  having  always  lived  in 
Henry  county. 


JOEL  CAMPBELL. 

Joel  Campbell,  who  has  a  wide  and 
favorable  acquaintance  in  Henry  county, 
resides  at  No.  503  Division  street,  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  having  retired  from  ac- 
tive connection  with  agricultural  interests, 
to  which  he  devoted  his  energies  for  many 
years.    He  was  born  November  30,  1846, 
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and  is  of  English  lineage.  His  parents. 
James  and  Nancy  (Birdwell)  Campbell, 
were  born  in  East  Tennessee,  the  former 
on  the  i8th  of  May.  1818,  and  the  latter 
March  4,  1825.  The  father  came  to  Iowa 
in  1848,  when  his  son  Joel  was  only  two 
years  of  age.  Much  of  the  journey  was 
made  on  a  flatboat,  for  there  were  no 
railroads  at  that  time,  and  travel  was 
either  by  water  or  by  stage,  or  private 
conveyance.  Mr.  Campbell  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  on  his  removal  to  the 
Mississippi  valley  settled  first  in  Sullivan 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  for 
a  year,  and  then  came  to  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  establishing  his  home  near  Mary- 
land. He  purchased  land  from  the  state, 
which  he  afterward  sold,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Jefferson  township,  where  he 
carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
until  his  death,  which  was  occasioned  b}- 
typhoid  fever,  November  25,  1855.  When 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  had  aided 
in  driving  the  Indians  out  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  this  war  against  the  red 
men  occurring  about  1836.  \\''hen  he 
came  to  Henry  county  he  found  that  the 
Indians  were  still  numerous  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  and  that  wild  game  of  all 
kinds  was  plentiful.  He  was  well  fitted 
to  cope  with  the  difficulties  of  pioneer  life, 
possessing  a  genial,  jovial  nature  that  set 
at  naught  the  hardships  and  difficulties 
and  made  the  most  of  opportunities.  More- 
over, he  was  an  honest,  upright  man  and 
did  much  to  promote  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity. His  political  allegiance  was 
given  to  the  Whig  party,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church.  Mrs.  Campbell  survived  her 
husband  for  a  number  of  vears,  and  died 


January  3,  1866.  In  their  family  were 
six  children,  of  whom  two  are  living :  Joel 
and  Polly  N.,  the  latter  of  Harper  county, 
Kansas.  The  father  was  married  twice, 
and  by  his  first  union  he  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary  Jane,  who  married  Abraham 
Carpenter,  who  died  in  September,  1904, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  Forest  Home 
cemetery  in  Mount  Pleasant.  His  widow 
now  resides  in  Harper,  Kansas.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Tippecanoe  township,  while  the  father's 
burial  occurred  in  Way  land.  Their  eld- 
est son,  Joshua  B.  Campbell,  enlisted  for 
service  in  Company  I,  of  the  Fourteenth 
Iowa  Infantry  in  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
which  occurred  on  the  6th  of  April,  1862. 
He  was,  after  being  in  prison  sixty  days, 
paroled  and  was  in  parole  camp  at  St. 
Louis  one  year  and  afterward  on  detached 
duty.  There  were  also  three  cousins  of 
Joel  Campbell  in  the  Civil  war — James, 
Archibald  and  Jasper  Campbell,  the  last- 
named  being  only  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  he  was  killed. 

Joel  Campbell  pursued  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  near  his  home.  As  he 
lost  his  father  when  only  eight  years  of 
age,  and  was  thus  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources,  he  was  compelled  to  work  for 
his  board  and  clothing  for  several  years. 
Soon,  however,  he  was  given  wages,  and 
his  industry  and  close  application  enal)led 
him  to  secure  good  positions.  He  has 
traveled  to  a  considerable  extent,  crossing 
the  continent  from  ocean  to  ocean.  He 
has  worked  on  railroad  bridges  and  in 
.■sawmills,  and  also  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  and  in  1889  he  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  Jef- 
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ferson  county,  where  he  remained  until 
the  j8th  of  January.  1897.  when  he  sold 
his  i)roi)erty  there  and  came  to  Hen.ry 
county,  settling-  in  Marion  township, 
where  he  purchased  a  farm.  He  had  there 
a  comfortable  house  and  fifteen  acres  of 
land  (in  section  28  and  resided  continu- 
ously upon  the  farm  until  February,  1905, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  home  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  having-  purchased  the 
property  in  1902.  In  addition  to  the 
dwelling,  he  has  six  acres  of  land  within 
the  city  limits. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  made  a  creditable 
military  record  in  the  Civil  war.  In  Feb- 
ruary. 1864,  he  secured  his  mother's  writ- 
ten consent,  and  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  Thirtieth  Iowa  infantry.  He 
w^as  transferred  in  May,  1865,  to  Com- 
pany K.  of  the  Sixth  Iowa  Veteran  In- 
fantry, and  was  honorably  discharged  on 
the  28th  of  July  of  the  same  year.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Dalton.  New^ 
Hope  Church,  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  Sa- 
vannah and  Bentonville,  being  under  the 
command  of  Sherman.  He  also  partici- 
pated in  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea, 
which  proved  the  weakness  of  the  Con- 
federacy ;  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  took 
part  in  the  grand  review  in  Washington, 
the  most  celebrated  military  pageant  ever 
seen  on  the  western  hemisphere.  He  en- 
flured  the  privations  and  hardships  that 
were  meted  out  to  a  soldier,  and  his  mind 
is  filled  with  interesting  reminiscences  of 
the  great  conflict.  He  tells  of  being  for 
three  days  and  three  nights  without  anv- 
thing  to  eat  but  green  chestnuts,  and  he 
was  suffering  severely  from  rheumatism 
ai  that  time  and  was  unable  to  walk.  It 
was  aliont  the  time  that  Hood  flanked  the 


Union  troops.  He  now  has  in  his  pos- 
session a  most  interesting  and  valuable 
map,  showing  the  route  of  the  marches  of 
the  army  of  General  Sherman  from  At- 
lanta to  Goldsboro,  North  Carolina,  being 
the  only  map  of  the  kind  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  first  married  July  4, 
1872,  to  Miss  Sarah  Collins,  who  was 
born  in  Salem  township,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Martha  Collins.  She  died 
January  26,  1873,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Pleasant  Point  cemetery.  On  the  27th 
of  July,  1892,  after  living  alone  for  abor-i 
twenty  years,  Mr.  Campbell  was  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss 
Leona  Luzadder,  who  was  born  in  High- 
land county,  Ohio,  May  22,  1850,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Ann  (Barn- 
ard) Luzadder,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Highland  county,  Ohio.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  were  born  on  the 
island  of  Nantucket,  and  the  paternal 
grandparents  w^ere  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Air.  Ltizadder  was  a  farmer,  and 
brought  his  family  to  Iowa  from  Ohio  in 
a  wagon  in  1850.  His  destination  was 
Tippecanoe  township,  this  county,  where 
l"ie  purchased  an  improved  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon  which  he 
carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
for  many  years,  there  residing  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  January  26, 

1892,  wdien  he  was  in  his  seventy-eighth 
year,  his  birth  having  taken  place  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1814.  His  wife,  who  w^as 
born   INIarch    i,    1821,   died  January   29, 

1893.  Her  people  were  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  while  the  ancestry  of 
the  Campbell  line  were  represented  in  the 
Baptist  and  Methodist  churches.  Mr. 
Luzadder,  father  of  Mrs.  Campbell,  was 
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for  several  months  in  the  state  miHtia, 
acting-  as  a  member  of  the  home  guards 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  In  politics 
he  was  a  republican,  and  kept  well  iii- 
formed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the 
day.  He  served  as  one  of  the  school  di- 
rectors and  also  as  county  commissioner, 
and  is  said  by  all  who  knew  him  to  have 
been  one  of  nature's  noblemen.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Luzadder  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  now  living : 
Clark,  a  resident  of  Miami  county,  Kan- 
sas; Albert,  of  Butler  county,  Kansas; 
Arthur,  who  is  living  in  W^apello  county, 
Iowa,  and  Mrs.  Campbell.  Besides  rear- 
ing his  own  family,  Mr.  Luzadder  always 
had  some  orphan  or  homeless  child  with 
him.  who  was  treated  as  a  member  of  his 
own  family.  His  broad  humanitarianism 
and  benevolent  spirit  prompted  him  to 
many  actions  of  kindness  and  deeds  of 
charity,  and  the  poor  and  needy  found  in 
him  a  warm  friend.  Many  have  lived  to 
bless  his  memory  for  timely  assistance 
which  he  rendered,  and  his  influence  was 
ever  given  on  the  side  of  right,  progress, 
truth  and  justice.  During  his  declining 
years  Mr.  Luzadder  was  tenderly  cared 
for  by  his  daughter,   ]\Irs.   Campbell. 

Following  the  splendid  example  of  her 
father,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have 
reared  an  adopted  son,  William  Arthur 
Luzadder,  who  was  born  September  15, 
1878.  in  Henry  county,  whose  parents 
were  Arthur  B.  and  Sarah  L.  (Craig) 
Luzadder.  He  lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Campbell  until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Les- 
lie Scott  and  now  resides  in  Adair  coun- 
ty, Missouri.  By  this  marriage  there  are 
three  children.  Vera  H.,  Laura  Ruth  and 
Nelda  Belle.     ]\Ir.   Campbell  is  a  repub- 


lican with  somewhat  indenpendent  tenden- 
cies. He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  township  constable  for  two 
years.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
Glasgow  Lodge,  No.  145,  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  and  with  McFarland 
I'ost,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of 
Alount  Pleasant,  thus  maintaining  cordial 
relations  with  his  old  army  comrades. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  are  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  know  them. 
He  has  a  genial,  jovial  nature,  with  na- 
tive wit,  with  always  a  joke  and  a  pleasant 
smile.  His  kindness  of  heart,  his  inflexi- 
ble integrity  and  his  genuine  worth  have 
gained  him  the  unqualified  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  associated.  His 
wife,  too,  enjoys  the  esteem  of  many 
friends,  and  no  history  of  this  commu- 
nity would  be  complete  without  mention 
of  this  worthy  couple.  Although  his  school 
privileges  in  youth  were  limited,  he  has, 
by  reading  and  travel,  gained  broad  and 
comprehensive  knowledge,  and  is  an  en- 
tertaining conversationalist,  having  ac- 
quired an  education  equal  to  that  of  many 
of  better  early  advantages. 


ALFRED  LOUIS  PUNTOX,  D.  D.  S. 

Dr.  Alfred  Louis  Punton,  successfully 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  with  a  well  appointed 
office  and  a  liberal  patronage,  was  born  in 
Dorking,  Surrey  county,  England,  Octo- 
ber 21,  1862,  a  son  of  William  and  Emily 
(Gumbrell)    Punton.     The  father  was  a 
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decorator  and  painter  in  Di^rking,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  England,  where  he 
died  when  about  seventy-two  years  of 
age.  He  had  a  brother,  however,  John 
Punton,  who  was  a  broker  in  New  York 
city,  but  is  now  deceased.  The  mother 
died  in  St.  George's  hospital  in  England, 
when  about  eighty  years  of  age.  She  was 
a  very  religious  woman,  thoroughly  de- 
voted to  her  home  and  children  and  her 
church.  She  held  membership  in  the  Epis- 
copal church,  reared  her  family  in  that 
faith,  and  all  of  her  children  were  con- 
firmed in  the  church  of  England.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Punton  were  bom 
ten  children,  of  whom  seven  are  yet  liv- 
ing. \\'illiam  lives  at  Reigate,  England, 
having  been  a  schoolmaster  in  St.  Mark's 
parish  school  for  thirt}^  years.  Louie  is 
the  wife  of  George  Alunk,  a  farmer  of  Su- 
perior, Nebraska.  Marian  is  the  wife  of 
Alfred  Clarke,  who  is  police  inspector  in 
London,  England.  Eliza  became  the  wife 
of  George  Clarke,  of  Bloomington,  Illi- 
nois, and  died  in  that  city.  Dr.  John  Pun- 
ton is  the  next  of  the  family.  Minnie  is 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Stafford,  who  has  a 
co-operative  store  in  London.  England. 
Julia  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Alfred  Smith, 
of  Trumbridge  Wells,  County  Kent.  Eng^ 
land.  He  is  a  schoolmaster  there,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Sydney  Punton  Smith, 
who  sang  at  the  king's  coronation  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  He  was  one  of  the 
boy  soloists  engaged  for  that  occasion,  and 
was  presented  a  medal  by  the  king. 
Dr.  John  Punton  is  deserving  of  more 
than  casual  mention  because  of  the  promi- 
nent positirm  to  which  he  has  attained  in 
the  medical  profession  as  a  specialist  in 
nervous  and  mental  diseases.  He  came  to 


America  when  quite  a  young  boy,  and  was 
employed  as  a  house  painter  on  the  asy- 
lum for  the  insane  at  Jacksonville,  Illi- 
nois. Dr.  Gilman  and  Dr.  Carroll  were 
in  attendance  in  that  institution  at  that 
time,  and  took  a  fancy  to  the  lad  and  in- 
vited him  to  come  in  and  be  an  attendant 
at  the  hospital,  recognizing  his  capability 
for  such  work.  As  they  watched  his  care 
of  the  patients,  they  realized  that  he  had 
in  him  the  making  of  a  fine  physician,  and 
advised  him  to  study  for  the  profession. 
They  gave  him  text-books  to  read  and 
quizzed  him  from  time  to  time.  Noting 
his  rapid  progress,  they  further  counseled 
him  to  attend  a  medical  school,  and  he 
first  became  a  student  in  the  Cincinnati 
Medical  College,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He 
afterward  returned  to  the  Jacksonville 
asylum,  where  he  was  given  the  position 
of  druggist.  Later  he  again  entered  the 
Cincinnati  Medical  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated,  and  he  then  went  to 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  where  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Dr.  Morse  in  general 
practice,  this  relation  being  maintained 
for  two  years.  Through  Dr.  Gilman,  for- 
merly of  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  Dr. 
Carroll,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  Dr.  Pun- 
ton secured  his  first  position  as  physician 
in  an  insane  hospital  at  Topeka.  Kansas, 
and  there  remained  for  five  years.  Going 
to  Kansas  City  one  da}',  he  became  im- 
pressed with  the  fact  that  it  w^ould  be  an 
excellent  place  to  establish  a  sanitarium, 
and  at  once  rented  a  small  house  and  en- 
tered upon  that  work  with  one  or  two  pa- 
tients. His  practice  gradually  grew,  and 
he  was  enabled  thereby  to  build  a  large 
sanitarium,  which  in  1898  was  replaced 
bv  a  still  more  commodious  one,  contain- 
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ing  eighty  rooms  and  facing  Troost  park. 
It  is  beautifully  located,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  institutions  in  the  state.  Dr.  Punton 
is  widely  recognized  as  a  most  successful 
and  prominent  physician  of  Kansas  City, 
and  has  attained  wide  fame  in  his  treat- 
men  of  mental  and  nei^vous  diseases.  He 
is  also  the  editor  of  the  Kansas  City  In- 
dex. He  married  Miss  Lina  Spruill,  of 
Alliance,  Ohio,  and  they  have  four  boys. 
Dr.  Alfred  Louis  Punton  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  schools  of  Dorking, 
England,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age 
entered  business  life  as  an  apprentice  in 
the  extensive  dry  goods  store  of  Fielder 
Brothers,  with  whom  he  continued  for 
five  years.  He  afterward  went  to  Trum- 
bridge  Wells,  and  accepted  a  position  with 
Robert  Weeks,  owner  and  proprietor  of 
the  largest  dry  goods  house  in  the  county. 
He  continued  in  that  employ  for  three 
years,  and  then  came  to  America,  believ- 
ing that  he  would  have  still  better  oppor- 
tunities in  the  new  world.  He  sailed  on 
tlie  1 2th  of  July,  1884.  and  was  thirty-one 
days  on  the  w'ater.  During  the  voyage  a 
piston  was  broken,  and  they  drifted  help- 
lessly at  sea  for  five  days,  but  at  length 
the  American  harbor  was  safely  reached. 
His  brother,  Dr.  John  Punton,  secured  a 
position  for  him  in  the  George  Innes  dry 
goods  house  at  Lawrence,  Kansas,  wdiere 
he  remained  for  a  year,  when,  determining 
to  devote  his  life  to  a  professional  career, 
he  became  a  student  in  the  Iowa  State 
University  at  Iowa  City,  devoting  his  at- 
tention to  the  dental  course.  Following 
his  graduation,  he  opened  an  office  for 
practice  in  Winfield,  Iowa,  and  in  1890 
he  came  to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  has 
since  practiced.      He  is  conscientious  in 


his  work,  maintains  a  high  standard  of 
professional  ethics,  and  by  his  capability 
has  won  an  extensive  patronage.  In  man- 
ner he  is  always  courteous  and  affable, 
and  his  genuine  personal  worth,  combined 
with  his  professional  skill,  has  made  him 
one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  the 
profession  in  Henry  county.  In  May, 
1905,  he  admitted  Dr.  Edwards  to  a  part- 
nership. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1890,  Dr.  Punton 
was  married  to  Miss  Grace  E.  Phillips,  a 
daughter  of  Uriel  and  Martha  (Cozier) 
Phillips,  a  native  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Her 
parents  were  born  in  Ohio,  and  her  father 
was  an  agent  for  the  first  hay  rakes ;  also 
for  plows  and  other  agricultural  imple- 
ments manufactured  in  this  city.  He  lived 
in  Mount  Pleasant  for  a  half  century  and 
was  a  man  of  upright  life,  held  in  highest 
esteem  by  all  who  knew  him,  because  of 
his  devotion  to  manly  principles.  He  is 
deceased,  and  his  widow  resides  on  North 
Jackson  street,  in  this  city.  She  has  two 
children :  Annetta,  the  wife  of  Rev.  James 
A.  Ross,  a  Methodist  divine,  of  Mitchell- 
ville,  Iowa,  by  whom  she  has  two  chil- 
dren, and  Mrs.  Grace  Punton.  Unto  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife  have  been  born  a 
daughter  and  a  son :  Florence  Irene,  who 
was  bom  January  i,  1893,  and  is  a  stu- 
dent in  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, and  A\'endell  Phillips,  who  was  born 
September  i,  1903. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Punton  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  church,  in  which  he  was 
steward  for  seven  years.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  choir  for  fifteen  years  and 
is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  takes  a  most  active  and  helpful  part 
in  church  work,  contributes  generously  to 
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its  support,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  its  growth  and  extend  its  influ- 
ence. He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias fraternity,  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  to  the  Masonic  lodge. 
Dr.  Punton  is  a  self-made  man  and  self- 
educated  as  well.  U'ithout  any  special 
advantages  in  his  youth,  he  has,  from  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  been  dependent  en- 
tirely up  his  own  resources,  provided  for 
his  professional  education,  and  as  the 
years  have  advanced  has  made  continuous 
progress  in  his  chosen  life  work. 


HISTORY     OF     THE     CAMPBELL 
FAMILY. 

While  the  recital  of  family  history 
may  seem  somewhat  egoitistical.  yet  it  is 
proper  that  every  family  should  know 
something  of  its  ancestors — whence  they 
came,  where  and  how  they  lived,  and  the 
place  they  held  in  the  world's  esteem.  In 
this  age  of  development  and  progress 
nothing  is  taken  for  granted  that  may  be 
at  all  questionable. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between  the 
noble  and  the  servile  and  even  in  our  own 
free  land,  wdiere  all  are  sovereigns,  dis- 
tinctions are  as  marked  as  they  were  in 
ages  that  are  past  in  any  country.  Hence 
the  pride  of  every  family  is  a  noble, 
brave,   pure   and   honorable  ancestory. 

The  historian's  duty  requires  him  to 
deal  in  facts.  Few  are  so  constituted  as 
to  observe  strictly  this  requirement  when 
weighty  matters  of  state  or  questions  in- 
volving the  molding  of  society  are  in  is- 
sue, the  author  of  historical  sketches  of- 


ten becomes  a  partisan  and  finds  himself 
a  partial  chronicler. 

Sometimes  the  pen  of  genius  is  a  pur- 
chasable commodity,  and  wielded  at  the 
instance  of  mercenary  motives  to  w^rite 
up  or  do^^•n,  men  and  measures.  While  I 
partake  largely  of  the  same  characteristics 
of  my  erring  fellow  mortals  of  the  pres- 
ent and  the  past,  yet  I  will  assume  that, 
were  I  dealing  with  the  doings  of  entire 
strangers,  or  questions  of  abstract  right 
and  wrong  in  any  department  of  life,  you 
might  expect  absolute  impartiality.  But 
interested  as  I  am,  should  I  add  a  little 
coloring  to  the  natural  picture  I  may  be 
pardoned  the  weakness  not  unnatural  to 
every  son  and  daughter  of  our  race. 

"Home,  sweet,  sweet  home,"  has 
thrilled  the  world  and  next  to  that  noble 
lofty  sentiment,  "There  is  no  place  like 
home,"  the  love  of  family  ties  and  rev- 
erence for  a  daring,  heroic  and  God-fear- 
ing ancestry,  stands  in  the  sunlight  of 
the  ages,  worthy  objects  of  admiration. 

How  brigb.t.  how  real  the  present,  as 
we  look  out  upon  the  busy  world  with 
its  attractions  that  bind  us  to  our  race 
and  ancestry.  Scientists  have  agitated 
the  world  in  discussing  the  source  and 
origin  of  man.  Theologists  ha\-e  been 
equally  industrious  in  pointing  out  where 
he  eventually  goes  to,  but  we  lose  sight 
of  this  controversy  as  the  "Campbells  are 
not  only  coming,"  but  they  are  here  and 
for  the  time  being,  we'll  not  worry  about 
their  destiny.  \\t  are  satisfied  of  their 
origin  or  they  would  not  now  he  as  nu- 
merous as  summer  leaves.  Time  will  not 
permit  a  detailed  history  of  the  Camp- 
bell clan,  an  examination  of  Scotch  and 
Irish  annals  would  l)ecome  necessary  to 
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its  presentation.  Aly  particular  province 
is  to  present  our  immediate  family  history 
with  some  observations  connected  there- 
with. 

In  1790  James  Campbell  and  Mary  Mc- 
Kensie,  our  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother, were  married  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  the  one  nineteen 
and  the  other  seventeen  years  of  age. 
Both  were  born  in  that  county  and  state. 
Their  parents  came  from  Ulster  Prov- 
ince, North  Ireland.  The  great-grandfa- 
ther of  our  family,  on  the  one  side,  was 
James  Campbell,  the  great-grandmother, 
Xancy  Gill,  on  the  other.  Hunter.  Three 
children  were  born  in  Ireland.  \\'illiam, 
Nancy  and  George.  In  this  country 
were  born  James.  Robert.  John.  Alex- 
ander, Thomas  and  Matthew. 

James,  our  grandfather,  moved  to 
Harrison  county,  Ohio,  in  18 16.  taking 
all  of  his  family  with  him.  They  settled 
in  Archer  township,  that  county,  and  for 
many  years  were  foremost  in  clearing  the 
lands,  organizing  schools  and  churches — 
the  Ridge  Presl:)yterian  church  being  one 
of  the  first  established  in  that  section  of 
the  country — and  contributing  largely  to 
making  that  part  of  the  state  what  it  has 
since  become. 

Thirteen  children  blessed  that  union 
of  T790,  twelve  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  one  in  Ohio,  as  follows :  Xancy. 
William.  Fannie,  Mary,  Robert,  Daniel. 
George.  James,  Hannah,  Elizabeth,  John, 
Alexander   and   Thomas. 

More  than  a  century  has  passed  since 
James  Campbell  and  Mary  McKensie 
were  married  in  that  Pennsylvania  home, 
yet  how  eventful  the  century  has  been 
to  that  couple.     We  learn  from  its  subse- 


quent history;  not  only  in  numbers  does 
it  speak,  but  in  all  that  tends  to  make  a 
family  honorable  and  respected,  and  the 
world  better. 

Xine  of  the  thirteen  children  married 
as  follows:  Nancy,  to  William  X^ick- 
son,  Harrison  county ;  ^^'illiam,  to  Delila 
Brandyberry,  Ashland  county;  Fanny,  to 
Thomas  Alberson.  Harrison  county; 
Mary,  to  Isaac  Sage.  Richland  county; 
Robert,  to  Margaret  Archibald,  Harrison 
county;  Daniel,  to  Ann  Biddinger,  Rich- 
land county ;  George,  to  Elizabeth  Laugh- 
ery,  Richland  county;  John,  to  Lizzie 
Landon,  Ashland  county :  Thomas,  to 
Elizabeth  Donley,  Richland  county.  I 
name  the  children  of  these  families  in 
their  order  as  follows: 

Nancy  Nickson — X'^ickson. 

Ji^iUiam  Campbell — Susan,  Mary,  Re- 
becca, Catharine  and  one  deceased,  five. 

Fannie  Alhcvson — ]^Iary,  James.  Ann. 
\\'illiam.  Elizabeth.  Robert  ^^^  and 
Thomas,    seven. 

Mary  Sage — Henry  C  Daniel  W.  and 
Fannie,  three. 

Robert  Campbell — John.  James,  \\\\- 
liam.  Sarah.  Milton,  Daniel,  Mary  E.  antl 
three  dead,  seven. 

Daniel  Campbell — Daniel  Jr..  Mary. 
James,  Xancy,  Sarah,  Jefferson,  Wilson, 
Eliza,  Orvil,  Frank.  Samantha,  eleven. 

George  Campbell — James.  Boles.  Mar- 
tha, John,  Thomas,  Robert  ^I.,  Jane. 
George  and  Almyra.  nine. 

John  Campbell — Jason,  Fannie,  Rob- 
ert, three. 

Thomas  Campbell — John,  Irvin.  Jen- 
nie, three,  (one  dead). 

Our  grandfather  came  to  Ashland 
county   from   Harrison  county,   in    1836, 
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and  the  sons  are  all  located  in  Orange 
township.  He  lived  and  died  on  his  farm, 
three  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the  vil- 
lag-e  of  Orange.  His  death  occurred  Sep- 
tember 8.  i860,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  eleven  months  and  twenty- 
four  days.  His  wife  died  December  23, 
1859.  aged  eighty-six  years.  They  lived 
together  nearly  seventy  years.  All  the 
children  of  these  pioneers  have  passed 
to  their  reward.  Many  of  their  children 
have  also  joined  them  and  others 
have  passed  the  seventieth  milepost,  aging 
in  the  service  of  God  and  humanity.  The 
fourth  generation  now  rises  and  enters 
upon  life's  active  stage.  Original  No. 
2,  children  13;  grandchildren,  fifty- 
four  ;  great-grandchildren  and  great- 
great-grandchildren  nearly  three  hundred. 

Eighty  years  ago  nearly  all  of  the 
fifty-four  grandchildren  herein  men- 
tioned were  born  in  Orange  township. 
Only  one,  William  Alberson.  resides  there 
n(nv.  Some  are  dead,  some  in  other  parts 
of  Ohio  and  some  have  gone  to  other 
states,  \\niat  a  commentary  upon  the 
"whirligig  of  time."  A  family  or  a  com- 
bination of  families  which  seventy  years 
ago  w'eilded  such  an  influence  in  the  so- 
cial and  political  development  of  that 
township,  now^  reduced  to  one  representa- 
tive, but  great-grandchildren  have  taken 
their  places  and  by  them  we  are  assured 
our  line  will  not  become  extinct.  This 
period  of  time  has  swept  from  the  earth 
two  whole  generations  and  part  of  a 
third.  Yet  the  world  is  better  that  these 
generations  ha\e  lived,  labored  and  died. 

The  history  of  every  family  is  what 
they  make  it.  I  have  a  right  to  pay  a 
tribute  of  love  to  the  dead. 


Eighty  years  ago  the  place  where  they 
settled  was  not  the  garden  it  is  today. 
The  swamp  and  forest  almost  covered  it 
and  the  howl  of  the  wolf  and  the  scream 
of  the  panther  was  no  rare  sound.  We 
find  our  sturdy  ancestors  among  the  ad- 
vance guard  in  the  wilderness,  clearing 
the  lands,  and  making  homes,  where  so 
much  of  civilization  and  Christianity  are 
found  today.  They  aided  in  rearing  a 
strong  edifice  socially,  politically  and 
morally. 

Our  ancestors  were  all  farmers  and 
knew^  no  way  of  making  a  livelihood  ex- 
cept by  honest  combat  with  nature's 
forces,  where  they  found  deep,  dark 
woods  they  left  cultivated  fields  and  gar- 
dens, but  this  material  change  w-as  not 
their  grandest  triumph.  Schoolhouses 
and  churches  rose  simultaneously  with 
their  cabins  and  their  minds  and  hearts 
were  trained  as  well.  They  were  active 
participants  in  civil  and  educational  in- 
terests and  in  the  church  their  voice  was 
heard.  In  that  grandfather's  house  the 
morning  and  evening  sacrifice  were  never 
forgotten.  That  influence  was  imparted 
to  the  children,  and  let  us  trust  that  chil- 
dren's children  to  the  latest  generation 
will  feel  its  effect.  I  will  not  omit  refer- 
ring to  the  companions  of  our  sires  and 
grandsires.  scattered  over  Orange  town- 
ship, we  find  the  Uries,  Summers,  Hur- 
rays, the  Bishops,  the  Donleys,  the 
Clarks,  the  Welches,  the  Culbersons,  the 
Flukes,  the  Hiffners,  the  Chilcotes,  the 
Stentzes,  the  Biddingers,  the  Millers,  the 
AlcConnells,  the  Norrisses,  the  Fasts, 
Masons  and  others,  whose  devotion  and 
honesty  of  purpose  were  as  great  in 
building  up  this  country  as  ever  marked 
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the  history  of  man.  Such  is  an  imperfect 
picture  of  the  Campbell  family  some 
eighty  years  ago. 

Today  that  entire  township  is  dotted 
over  with  palatial  homes.  But  how  is  it 
with  the  descendants  of  these  honest,  in- 
dustrious, faithful  men  and  women  of  for- 
mer generations.  Scattered  over  almost 
this  entire  country,  let  their  lives  answer 
the  question.  They  are  found  in  every 
learned  profession,  in  every  trade  and 
calling  from  the  independent  farmer  to 
the  less  independent  artisan,  and  our  pos- 
terity will  hold  us  responsible  for  the 
part  we  play  on  the  world's  broad  stage. 

In  Orange  cemetery  our  fathers,  with 
the  exception  of  Robert,  sleep  the  long 
last  sleep.  To  this  branch  of  the  family 
another  chapter  may  be  added.  Robert 
and  Margaret  (Archibald)  Campbell 
came  to  Iowa,  took  up  their  abode  in 
Henry  county  soon  after  the  Civil  war 
and  purchased  a  farm  in  New  London 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
his  death,  his  wife  also  passing  away  on 
that  farm. 

To  them  were  born  nine  children  as 
follows:  John,  James,  William,  Sarah, 
Milton,  Daniel.  Mary  E.,  three  of  this 
number  being  dead. 

The  writer  was  third  in  order  of  birth 
in  this  family  of  nine  children.  He  ac- 
quired his  education  in  Ashland  county, 
Ohio,  and  by  reading  and  observation 
in  later  life.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1854. 
He  was  married  December  28,  1857,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Spearman,  a  daughter  of 
James  D.  Spearman,  who  was  an  old  set- 
tler, coming  to  this  section  of  the  state 
when  it  was  largely  a  new  and  undevel- 
oped region.  He  afterward  returned  to  his 


native  state,  Ohio,  and  spent  six  years, 
then  again  came  to  Henry  county  and 
purchased  the  Spearman  homestead  about 
four  miles  southeast  of  Mount  Pleasant. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have 
been  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living:  Charles  P.,  who  married  Miss 
Laura  Tate,  of  Des  Moines,  has  three 
children,  viz. :  Gladys,  Albert  and  Mag- 
gie, and  they  reside  on  their  farm  three 
miles  east  of  Mount  Pleasant.  James 
Cornelius,  who  married  Jessie  Hughes,  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  has  four  children,  viz. : 
Clara,  Willie.  Ralph  and  Mildred,  and 
they  reside  on  the  old  homestead.  Frank 
D.,  who  married  Florence  Palmer,  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  has  three  children,  viz. : 
Glen,  Marcelene  and  Alice.  Maggie  is 
the  wife  of  J.  R.  Hughes,  a  farmer  and 
stockman  living  two  and  one-half  miles 
northwest  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  has 
two  children :  Rex  and  Elizabeth.  Two 
children,  Annie  and  Willie,  are  dead. 

As  life's  duties,  objects  and  responsi- 
bilities thicken  and  call  the  Campell  clan 
to  different  and  distant  fields  of  toil  and 
exertion,  our  minds  and  hearts  will  ever 
turn  to  the  fields  on  which  our  fathers 
lived  and  to  the  old  churchyard  where 
they  are  buried,  with  ardent  love  and 
veneration. 


WTLLIAM  CAMPBELL. 

William  Campbell,  who  has  been  a  pro- 
moter of  farming  and  stock-raising  in- 
terests in  Henry  county  and  is  now  living 
retired  in  a  beautiful  home  on  West  Mon- 
roe street  in   ]Mount   Pleasant,   was  born 
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in  Aslilaiul  county.  Ohio,  August  22, 
1830.  a  son  of  Roliert  and  Margaret 
(Archibald)  Campbell.  The  father  was 
l5orn  in  tiarrison  county,  Oiiio,  and  was 
there  reared  and  married.  Later  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  ])iu-suits  in  Ashland 
county,  and  was  one  oi  the  successful  men 
of  that  place.  Later  in  life  he  came  to 
Iowa,  following  the  arri\'al  of  his  son 
here.  He  took  up  his  al;ode  in  Henry 
county  soon  after  the  Civil  war,  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Xew  London  township, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
his  wife  also  passing"  away  on  that  farm. 
He  invned  and  operated  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  and  was  an  enterprising  agricul- 
turist, reliable  and  trustworthy  in  all  his 
dealings. 

William  Campbell,  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  acquired 
his  education  in  Orange  township.  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  and  by  reading  and  ob- 
servation in  later  life.  His  youth  was 
passed  on  his  father's  farm  and  he  as- 
sisted in  its  development  and  improvement 
until  thinking  to  find  other  occupation 
more  congenial  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
plasterer,  which  he  followed  for  about 
thirty  years.  He  took  contracts  for  plas- 
tering and  employing  a  large  number  of 
men  was  thus  enabled  to  c(^ver  an  exten- 
si\-e  field  of  labor.  He  did  much  work 
all  through  that  .section  of  the  state,  be- 
ing accorded  an  extensive  i^atronage  that 
enabled  him  to  retain  many  workmen  in 
his  .service.  He  first  came  to  Iowa  in 
1854.  and  here  continued  in  the  plastering 
business,  being  accordefl  much  of  the  im- 
portant work  in  this  locality,  one  of  his 
last  jobs  being  the  plastering  of  the  Har- 
lan house  built  bv  Senator  Harlan. 


Mr.  Cami)bell  was  married  in  Decem- 
ber, 1857,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Spearman,  a 
daughter  of  James  Spearman,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  old  settler,  coming  to  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state  when  it  was  largely  a 
new  and  undeveloped  region.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell afterward  returned  to  Orange  town- 
ship. Ashland  county.  Ohio,  where  he  gave 
his  attention  to  farming  upon  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  owned,  but  wdien  he  had 
spent  six  years  in  his  native  state  he  came 
again  to  Hemy  county  and  purchased  the 
Spearman  homestead,  whereon  his  wife 
was  reared,  about  four  miles  southeast  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  in  the  Pleasant  Hill 
neigiiborhood.  The  farm  comprised  three 
hundred  and  sevent}'  acres  and  had  been 
developed  and  improved  by  Mr.  Spear- 
man. There  Mr.  Campbell  successfully 
carried  on  g'eneral  agricultural  pursuits 
and  the  dairy  business.  He  was  the  first 
cheese  manufacturer  in  the  county,  and  he 
had  on  the  farm  about  one  hundred  cows 
of  his  own.  and  at  times  as  manv  as  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  head.  He  also 
added  to  his  land  two  famis  amounting 
to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  For 
a  time  he  purchased  milk  from  the  neigh- 
boring farmers  and  did  an  extensive  dairy 
and  cheese  business  and  the  cheese  factory' 
is  still  conducted  by  his  sons.  He  was 
also  interested  in  the  sheep  industr\%  hav- 
ing driven  six  hundred  sheep  from  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  with  which  he  first 
stocked  his  farm.  There  is  no  man  who 
has  been  more  interested  in  improving 
the  grade  of  stock  raised  and  few  ha\-e 
assisted  so  largely  in  this  work  and  thereby 
promoted  so  efficiently  the  welfare  of  the 
agrictural  class.  Mr.  Campbell  ahvays 
owned  and  raised  fine  stock  and  he  intro- 
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duced  thorough-bred  Holstein  cattle  into 
Henry  county,  twenty-five  years  ago.  He 
has  brought  his  whole  herd  up  to  a  high 
standard  and  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
stock  sent  from  the  Campbell  farm  is  al- 
ways of  superior  breed.  While  conduct- 
ing his  farming  and  stock-raising  inter- 
ests he  likewise  carried  on  a  grocery  store 
in  Mount  Pleasant  from  1875  ^""^^i^  1879. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  been 
born  four  children,  who  are  yet  living. 
Charles,  who  married  Miss  Laura  Tate 
and  has  three  children,  resides  upon  his 
farm  east  of  the  city.  James  Cornelius, 
who  married  Jessie  Hughes  and  has  four 
children,  is  living  on  the  old  homestead. 
Frank  D.,  who  owns  and  operates  a  farm 
east  of  Mount  Pleasant,  married  Florence 
Palmer,  and  had  three  children.  Maggie 
is  the  wife  of  John  Hughes,  a  farmer  re- 
siding near  Mount  Pleasant,  and  they  have 
two  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  steward  and  for  some 
time  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  church  and  the 
extension  of  its  influence  and  his  co-opera- 
tion has  been  a  valued  factor  in  its  up- 
building. While  living  on  the  farm  he 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  prominent  rep- 
resentatives of  the  democratic  party  in  his 
township,  and  served  as  township  treas' 
urer  but  has  never  been  actve  in  his  search 
for  public  office  as  a  reward  for  party 
fealty.  He  belongs  to  Mount  Pleasant 
Lodge,  No.  8,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  also  took  the  chapter  degrees.  In 
1900  he  purchased  a  beautiful  home  on 
West  Monroe  street,  where  he  has  since 


lived  and  with  the  competence  acquired 
through  his  earnest  and  well  directed  la- 
bors is  now  enjoying  a  richly  merited  rest. 
He  started  in  business  life  when  sixteen 
years  of  age  at  a  salary  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  and  from  this  sum  supplied  his 
own  clothing.  He  afterward  earned  one 
hundred  dollars  per  year  and  thus  started 
out  in  a  humble  way  but  recognizing  the 
possibilities  that  lay  before  all  who  have 
deter mnation  and  energy  he  has  made 
continuous  advancement,  gaining  a  place 
among  the  foremost  agriculturists  of 
Henry  county  and  securing  the  prosperity 
that  is  the  merited  reward  of  labor.  He 
may  indeed  be  tenned  a  self-made  man 
and  deserves  all  the  credit  which  the 
phrase  implies. 


FRED   FELDMAN. 

The  Teutonic  race  has  ever  been  an  im- 
portant one  in  the  civilization  and  devel- 
opment of  the  new  world.  The  sons  of 
the  fatherland  have  come  to  America, 
where  they  have  adapted  themselves  to 
changed  conditions  and  new  surround- 
ings but  have  brought  the  same  spirit 
of  energy  and  determination  which  they 
manifested  in  the  old  country  and  by 
reason  of  these  cjualities  they  have  be- 
come successful  and  valued  residents  of 
various  parts  of  the  United  States.  To 
this  class  of  citizens  Fred  Feldman  be- 
longs. He  resides  upon  a  farm  in  Scott 
township  and  has  been  a  resident  of 
America  since  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
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He  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  a  son 
of  August  Feklman,  also  a  native  of  that 
land.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
schools  of  Germany  and  in  1875  he  bade 
adieu  to  friends  and  native  country  and 
sailed  for  New  York,  from  which  point 
he  made  his  way  westward  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  a 
soapmaker  in  Germany  and  he  secured 
employment  in  a  soap  factory  in  St. 
Louis.  He  afterward  rented  a  farm  in 
Franklin  township,  Des  Aloines  county, 
upon  which  he  lived  for  seven  years, 
when  he  bought  sevent}'-eight  acres  of 
land,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  cov- 
ered with  timber.  He  cleared  all  but 
twenty  acres  of  this  and  uses  most  of  it 
for  pasture.  He  built  a  house  of  five  rooms 
and  barn  with  stall  space  for  six  horses. 
He  continued  the  further  improvement 
of  that  property  until  the  spring  of  1896, 
when  he  remo^•ed  to  Scott  township, 
Henry  county,  and  bought  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  land  from  Wil- 
liam J.  Mullen  in  the  northeast  corner 
of  section  i.  Taking  up  his  abode  upon 
this  place,  he  has  remodeled  the  house 
until  it  is  a  good  residence  of  eight  rooms 
and  in  1903  he  remodeled  the  barn.  He 
has  recently  erected  a  large  corn  crib  and 
has  placed  many  rods  of  tiling  upon  his 
land,  so  that  it  is  well  drained  and  there- 
fore very  productive. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1866.  Mr.  Fekl- 
man was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Fredericka  \''ollmer.  who  was  born  in 
Prussia.  Germany,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Louise  (Hoffmeier)  Vollmer, 
who.  in  the  year  1866,  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  America,  becoming  residents  of 
St.   Louis,   where  thev   lived   with   thei'/ 


children.  L^nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feldmar, 
have  been  born  nine  children  :  Annie,  now 
the  wiie  of  Harry  Kennedy,  of  Chicago . 
Henry,  who  is  living  in  Burlington, 
Iowa;  William,  a  resident  of  Ringgold 
county,  Iowa;  Carrie,  the  wife  of  F. 
Johansmeier,  of  Henry  county;  Fred, 
who  is  living  in  Louisa  county;  Louisa. 
Edward,  and  August,  all  at  home;  and 
Charles,  who  is  attending  school.  In 
January,  1903,  Mr.  Feldman  w-as  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  Mount  Pleasant  for  a 
time,  but  though  there  have  been  some 
difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his  path  he  has 
perservered  in  his  w^ork  and  steadily  ad- 
vanced toward  the  goal  of  success.  He 
deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  ac- 
complished, as  he  had  no  assistance  when 
he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account. 
He  realized,  however,  that  earnest  labor 
is  the  basis  of  all  prosperity  and  because 
of  his  indefatigable  diligence  he  has 
gained  a  place  among  the  substantial  ag- 
riculturists of  Henry  county. 


JOHX  FRANKLIN  METZGER. 

John  Franklin  ]\Ietzger.  who  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Scott  township, 
was  born  in  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  August 
12,  1 86 1,  and  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  there,  while  spending 
his  boyhood  days  under  the  parental  roof. 
He  is  a  son  of  Isbon  and  Lydia  (Hellar) 
Metzger,  the  former  a  native  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  while  the  latter  w^as 
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also  born  in  the  Keystone  state.  They 
were  married  in  Pennsylvania  and  be- 
came the  parents  of  one  child  ere  their 
removal  to  the  west  and  in  Louisa  coun- 
ty seven  children  were  added  to  the  fam- 
ily, John  Franklin  being  the  second  in 
order  of  birth.  On  arriving  in  Iowa  Is- 
bon  Metzger  took  up  his  abode  on  a  farm 
in  Louisa  county  and  became  the  owner 
of  considerable  land  in  that  and  Henry 
counties,  making  judicious  investments 
of  his  capital  in  real  estate  as  his  financial 
resources  were  increased  through  his 
careful  management  in  business  affairs 
and  his  well  directed  labor. 

Through  the  years  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  John  Franklin  Metzger  remained 
with  his  parents  and  continued  a  member 
of  their  household  until  twenty-seven 
years  of  age.  He  lived  for  fifteen  years 
on  a  farm  in  Henry  county  and  since 
1889  has  resided  on  his  present  farm  on 
section  2,  Scott  township.  He  came  into 
possession  of  forty  acres  of  land  here 
and  has  since  added  to  the  property  until 
he  now  owns  a  valuable  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  the  fields  being  richly  cultivated. 
In  1904  he  built  a  six-room  house  and 
in  1905  a  hay  and  horse  barn.  He  has 
also  laid  many  rods  of  tiling  upon  his 
place  and  he  successfully  carries  on  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  and  raises  cat- 
tle and  hogs.  Everything  about  his  place 
is  kept  in  a  good  condition  of  repair  and 
the   fields   annually   produce   rich   crops. 

In  September,  1889,  Mr.  Metzger  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wassom,  who 
was  born  in  Louisa  county  and  pursued 
a  common  school  education.  Her  par- 
ents were  John  and  Jane  Wassom,  also 
natives  of  Louisa  countv.     The  home  of 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metzger  has  been  blessed 
with  three  interesting  children :  May, 
Howard  and  Bessie.  The  parents  are  well 
known  in  the  locality  where  they  reside 
and  enjoy  the  friendship  of  many  with 
whom  they  have  come  in  contact.  Mr. 
Metzger  has  always  lived  in  this  part  of 
Iowa,  and  has  ever  been  connected  with 
its  agricultural  pursuits,  which  line  of 
business  now  finds  in  him  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative. 


GEORGE  E.  SKIPTON. 


George  E.  Skipton  has  since  1888  re- 
sided upon  his  present  farm,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  Scott 
township,  constituting  a  good  property. 
It  is  well  equipped  with  modern  improve- 
ments, and  in  connection  with  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  he  also  raises 
chickens  and  turkeys. 

Mr.  Skipton  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Washington 
county,  October  2,  1837.  His  father, 
John  Skipton,  was  also  born  in  that 
county,  as  were  the  mother,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Sally  Willis.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  James  Willis,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  the  paternal  grand- 
father, George  Skipton,  was  likewise  a 
native  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  Upon  the 
home  farm  in  Ohio  George  E.  Skipton 
was  reared,  no  event  of  special  impor- 
tance occurring  to  vary  the  routine  of 
farm  life  for  him  in  his  youth.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  and  worked 
on    his    father's    land    until    twentv-one 
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vears  of  age,  when  he  bought  forty  acres 
of  the  old  home  farm,  hving  thereon  nn- 
hfty-two  years  of  age.  when,  Ijeheving 
that  he  would  enjoy  still  better  business 
privileges  west  of  the  Mississippi  he  came 
to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of 
1888,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  2,  Scott  township.  Here  he 
has  since  built  a  dwelling  of  six  rooms 
and  also  a  good  barn,  thirty-six  by  thirty- 
one  feet,  offering  ample  shelter  for  stock 
and  grain.  He  has  likewise  placed  about 
three  hundred  rods  of  tiling  upon  his 
farm,  has  divided  it  into  fields  of  conve- 
nient size  by  wire  fences  and  has  carried 
forward  the  work  of  general  farming  un- 
til he  now  has  a  splendidh'  improved 
property  that  annually  yields  to  him  good 
harvests.  Here  he  raises  shorthorn  cat- 
tle, having  from  four  to  six  head  per  year 
and  about  twenty-three  head  of  Poland 
China  and  Jersey  Red  hogs.  He  like- 
wise raises  about  two  hundred  chickens 
and  fifty  turkeys  each  year,  for  which 
he  finds  a  good  market.  In  all  of  his  farm 
work  he  is  energetic,  carefully  supervis- 
ing each  department  of  the  business  and 
his  labors  have  been  the  foundation  of  the 
success  that  he  now  enjoys. 

On  the  20th  of  December.  1857,  ^'^^■ 
Skipton  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Diantha  W'ithington,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Ohio,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  there.  Her 
father.  Francis  Withington,  was  like- 
wise a  native  of  Washington  county  and 
married  a  Miss  Bridges,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  locality.  I'nto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Skipt()n  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren:  Willis  Dana,  a  resident  of  Win- 
field.  Iowa :  Lucv,  the  wife  of  Brinton  M. 


Stollar.  who  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvanii 
and  now^  makes  his  home  in  \\'infield. 
Iowa ;  Louis  Osborn.  who  is  also  living 
in  Winfield;  and  Hallie  Florence,  at 
home.  While  residing  in  Washington 
county.  Ohio,  Mr.  Skipton  served  as  a 
trustee  of  Union  township,  to  which  po- 
sition he  Avas  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  He  has  ever  given  his  support  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  that  party  but 
has  not  been  an  aspirant  for  office.  He 
belongs  to  the  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal 
church  and  high  principles  have  ever 
characterized  his  life,  making  him  a  man 
honorable  in  business,  social  and  home, 
relations. 


I.  E.  PIERCE. 


J.  E.  Pierce,  a  well  known  representa- 
tive of  industrial  interests  in  Winfield, 
is  a  typical  citizen  of  the  middle  west, 
alert,  enterprising  and  progressive.  He 
was  born  in  Riley  county,  Kansas,  on  the 
31st  of  July,  1870.  and  is  a  son  of  L.  B. 
Pierce,  a  native  of  Vermont.  The  fa- 
ther came  to  Iowa  in  early  manhood,  ar- 
riving in  Henry  county  about  1858.  and 
here  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lee  Ann 
Bandy,  a  native  of  Des  Moines  county  in 
the  year  1863.  Responding  to  the  coun- 
try's call  for  aid  he  joined  the  Second  Iowa 
Cavalry  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war  and  served  until  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties. ^^'hen  the  country  no  longer  needed 
his  services  he  returned  to  the  north  and 
from  Iowa  remo\-ed  to  Kansas,  where  he 
became   connected    with    the   educational 
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progress  of  that  state,  acting  as  principal 
of  the  high  school  at  Manhattan.  He 
engaged  in  teaching  there  for  ten  venrs 
and  on  the  expiration  of  that  decade 
made  his  way  further  westward  and  took 
up  a  government  claim,  residing  thereon 
until  i(S8o.  In  that  year  he  returned  to 
Kossuth,  Iowa,  wdiere  he  purchased  a 
tile  factory,  conducting  it  for  four  years. 
On  selling  out  there  he  removed  to  Win- 
field,  building  the  first  tile  and  brick  fac- 
tory of  this  place  with  a  capacity  of 
about  ten  thousand  tile  per  day.  Employ- 
ment is  furnished  to  ten  men  for  about  • 
nine  months  each  year  and  the  business 
has  proved  a  profitable  enterprise  from 
the  beginning.  The  father  associated  his 
son.  J.  E.  Pierce,  in  the  enterprise  with 
him  and  the  firm  of  Pierce  &  Son  has 
since  conducted  a  profitable  and  growing 
trade. 

J.  E.  Pierce  after  attending  the  public 
and  high  schools  at  Winfield,  continued 
his  education  in  the  Kansas  State  Agri- 
cultural College  at  ^Manhattan  and  when 
he  had  put  aside  his  text-books  he  en- 
tered his  father's  employ  and  w^as  thus 
associated  until  1899,  wdien  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  partnership  in  the  tile  and 
brick  manufacturing  business  which  his 
father  had  established  in  \Mnfield.  They 
now  have  a  well  equipped  plant  supplied 
with  the  latest  improved  machinery  in 
their  line  and  are  conducting  a  large  and 
profitable  business,  shipping  about  one- 
half  of  their  product  within  a  radius  of 
fifty  miles,  showing  that  they  have  a 
splendid  local  consumption  for  the 
output. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September.   1897,  Mr. 
'  Pierce  was   united   in   marriaere  to   ]\Iiss 


Flora  May  Roberts,  who  was  born  in 
Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Elijah  Roberts,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
in  whose  family  were  three  daughters,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Pierce  was  the  youngest.  She 
began  her  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  her  native  county  and  passed  through 
successive  grades  until  she  had  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course  in  Win- 
iield.  This  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  one  son,  Harry  Roberts,  born  Oc- 
tober 21,  1896.  The  parents  occupy  an 
enviable  position  in  social  circles  in  \\m- 
field  and  their  home  is  celebrated  for  its 
gracious  hospitality.  They  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and 
Mr.  Pierce  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Re- 
publican party  but  has  never  been  an  as- 
pirant for  office,  preferring  to  devote  his 
time  and  energies  to  his  business  inter- 
ests. To  the  experience  and  sound  judg- 
ment of  the  father  were  added  the  ambi- 
tion and  strong  energy  of  the  son  when 
the  present  firm  of  Pierce  &  Son  was 
formed,  making  this  one  of  the  strong 
business  combinations  of  Winfield  and  in 
the  conduct  of  their  enterprise  they  have 
kept  in  touch  wath  modern  business  meth- 
ods and  found  that  success  comes  as  the 
direct  reward  of  clear  judgment,  expe- 
rience and  indefatigable  energ}-. 


HENRY  FYE. 


Henry  Fye,  now  deceased,  was  classed 
for  manv  years  with  the  capable  and  en- 
ergetic   farmers   of    Des    Moines    county 
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and  moreover  he  was  a  representative  of 
that  valued  element  in  our  American  citi- 
zenship that.  Germany  has  furnished  to 
the  new  world.  He  was  born  in  Amster- 
dam, Germany,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1840. 
The  mother  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  settling  in  Wheeling,  Virginia, 
where  she  became  the  'wife  of  Conrad 
Bomby,  who  was  an  agriculturist  of  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  resided  until  about  1855. 
He  then  sought  a  home  in  Iowa,  settling 
in  New  London  township,  Henry  county, 
where  he  lived  for  five  years,  after  which 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  Washington 
township,  Des  Moines  county,  in  1863. 
For  about  twenty  years  he  resided  upon 
that  place,  carrying  on  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits  there  until  the  fall  of  1883. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  died 
November  24,  1871,  and  after  retiring 
from  his  farm  Mr.  Bomby  made  his  home 
with  his  children  until  his  own  demise  on 
the  29th  of  October,    1902. 

Henry  Fye  remained  with  his  mother 
and  stepfather  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age  and  in  the  meantime  became  familiar 
with  the  best  methods  of  tilling  the  soil 
and  caring  for  the  crops.  He  had  prac- 
tical training  in  farm  work  and  on  leav- 
ing the  old  home  place  he  rented  land 
for  about  three  years,  working  during 
that  time  persistently  and  energetically 
in  order  to  acquire  capital  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  engage  in  farming  for  him- 
self. He  then  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Washington  township,  which  he 
cultivated  for  four  years,  when  he  sold 
that  property  and  bought  an  eighty-acre 
tract  in  the  same  township.  After  a  few 
years  he  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
place  by  the  additional  purchase  of  forty 


acres  and  again  he  made  purchase  of  land 
by  adding  eighty  acres  to  his  farm.  All 
this  was  improved  and  for  a  long  period 
he  successfully  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing there.  He  tilled  the  soil  with  good 
machinery,  raised  large  crops  and  found 
a  ready  sale  for  his  products  on  the  mar- 
ket. Year  after  year  was  devoted  dili- 
gently to  the  work  of  the  farm,  in  which 
he  continued  until  the  9th  of  December, 
1902,  when  having  sold  his  property  he 
retired  to  New  London.  There  he  pur 
chased  a  good  residence,  which  he  occu- 
pied up  to  the  time  of  his  death  on  the 
4th  of  December,  1903. 

It  was  on  the  29th  of  October.  1862, 
that  Mr.  Fye  was  united  in  marriage  to 
]\Iiss  Arminda  Snelson,  who  was  born  in 
Des  Moines  county  on  the  13th  of  May, 
1841.  Fler  father,  C.  H.  Snelson,  was  a 
native  of  Kentuck}',  born  April  10,  1805, 
and  in  early  life  he  removed  to  Sangamon 
county,  Illinois,  where,  on  the  27th  of 
August,  1827,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Dorothy  Cantrell,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Ohio  on  the  15th  of  March, 
1805.  Her  parents  were  William  G.  and 
Deborah  (Mitts)  Cantrell,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Virginia,  the  former  born 
September  6,  1784,  and  the  latter  on  the 
1 6th  of  November,  1785.  The  grandfa- 
ther, Joshua  Cantrell,  also  lived  in  the 
Old  Dominion  and  this  indicates  the  fact 
that  the  family  was  established  in  Amer- 
ica when  the  south  was  still  numbered 
among  the  British  possessions  Mrs. 
Snelson  accompanied  her  parents  on  their 
removal  at  an  early  day,  the  family  home 
being  established  there  in  pioneer  times 
and  there  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage 
to  C.  H.  Snelson.     They  began  their  do- 
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mestic  life  in  Sangamon  county,  where 
they  resided  until  1834,  when  they  came 
to  Des  Moines  county.  This  was  a  num- 
ber of  years  before  the  admission  of  the 
state  into  the  Union  and  in  fact  it  seemed 
that  civilizing  influences  had  hardly  ex- 
tended into  this  region  for  the  red  men 
were  far  more  numerous  than  the  white 
settlers.  At  Burlington  there  was  but 
one  small  house  and  many  of  the  now 
thriving  towns  and  villages  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  state  had  not  been  founded  or 
even  dreamed  of  by  those  who  were  to 
become  its  builders  and  prominent  citi- 
zens. Mr.  Snelson  entered  land  near  the 
present  site  of  Middletown  and  every  day 
Indians  passed  by  the  door  of  the  little 
pioneer  home.  There  were  many  wild 
animals  killed  and  trapped  in  the  neigh- 
borhood and  deer  and  other  game  were 
to  be  had  in  abundance.  Mr.  Snelson 
served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Black  Hawk 
war  and  aided  in  subduing  the  wilder- 
ness and  in  extending  the  frontier.  He 
broke  prairie  land  where  the  city  of 
Mount  Pleasant  has  since  been  built  and 
for  many  years  he  resided  in  Flint  River 
township,  Des  Moines  county.  After  a 
period  the  family  made  their  home  in 
Mount  Pleasant  and  later  Mr.  Snelson 
took  contracts  to  furnish  timber  for 
bridges  and  other  building  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Ouincy  Railroad.  Subse- 
quently he  returned  to  Washington  town- 
ship, Des  Moines  county,  where  he  se- 
cured three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land,  to  the  development  and  cultivation 
of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  for  a 
number  of  years.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved to   Burlington,   where  he  contin- 


ued to  make  his  home  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  on  the  15th  of  September,  1872. 
He  had  for  a,  long  period  survived  his 
wife,  who  died  upon  the  home  farm-  in 
Flint  River  township,  Des  Moines  coun- 
ty, on  the  24th  of  August,  1855.  In  the 
family  of  this  worthy  couple  were  seven 
children :  Minyard,  who  was  born  June 
13,  1828,  and  died  in  1896;  William,  who 
was  born  July  13.  1830.  and  died  in 
1853;  Abel  P.,  born  September  14,  1832: 
Julia  A.,  born  March  14,  1834;  Debo- 
rah, who  was  born  September  21,  1835, 
and  died  in  1849;  Adelphia  J.,  born  April 
II,  1838;  and  Armanda,  born  Mav  13. 
1841. 

In  all  of  his  business  dealings  Henrv 
Fye  was  strictly  reliable,  his  integrity  and 
fair  dealing  standing  as  an  unquestioned 
fact  in  his  career.  He  displayed  also  a 
spirit  of  deference  for  the  opinions  of 
others,  while  at  the  same  time  standing 
loyally  by  his  own  honest  convictions.  He 
held  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church 
and  was  interested  in  the  moral  welfare 
and  development  of  his  community.  Po- 
litically he  was  a  democrat  and  held  a 
number  of  township  offices  in  Des  Moines 
county,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged 
with  promptness  and  fidelity.  He  passed 
away  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him  after  a  long  residence  in  Des 
Moines  and  Henry  counties  covering 
almost  a  half  century.  Following  his 
death  Mrs.  Fye  sold  her  property  in  New 
London  and  purchased  the  D.  W.  Brown 
residence  in  September,  1905.  On  the 
9th  of  October,  of  the  same  year  she  took 
up  her  abode  there  and  is  now  occupy- 
ing that  home  in  New  London,  being 
comfortablv  situated  in  life,  her  husband 
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having  left   her  a   desirable   competence. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fye  were  born  four 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters : 

William  H.  resides  in  New  London. 
He  married  Margaret  J.  McCune. 

John  C.  resides  on  the  old  home  place, 
in  Washington  township,  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa.  He  married  Sarah  Jones. 
They  have  one  son,  Morris. 

Fannie  E.^  the  wife  of  John  W.  Dean, 
of  Washington  township.  Des  Moines 
county,  Iowa.  They  have  four  children 
living  and  one  dead.  Henry  F.  (de- 
ceased), Mamie  V..  Orville  C,  Otis  W., 
and  Selma  G. 

Annie  D.,  wife  of  Lincoln  Jones.  They 
have  two  children,  Agnes  M.  and  Dor- 
othv  F. 


WILLIAM  BAKER. 

\A'ilHam  Baker,  a  representative  of 
farming  interest  in  Canaan  township, 
who  owns  and  operates  seventy-nine  acres 
of  rich  and  productive  land,  is  a  native 
of  Des  Moines  county,  where  his  birth 
occurred  on  the  3d  of  October,  i860.  He 
is  a  son  of  John  Baker,  who  was  born  in 
Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  he  mar- 
ried Catherine  Miller,  also  a  native  of 
that  kingdom.  It  was  between  the  years 
of  1850  and  1855  that  John  Baker  came 
to  America,  landing  at  New  Orleans, 
whence  he  proceeded  up  the  ri\-er  to  Bur- 
lington. The  lady  whom  he  afterward 
married  was  on  the  same  trip  and  their 
wedding  was  celebrated  in  Des  Moines 
county.  They  afterward  settled  upon  a 
farm  about  six  miles  southwest  of  Bur- 


lington, where  their  remaining  days  were 
passed.  They  were  well  known  repre- 
sentatives of  agricultural  interests  in  their 
community  and  though  never  seeking  to 
figure  prominently  in  public  life  Mr. 
Baker  displayed  the  sterling  traits  of 
character  which  in  every  land  and  clime 
awaken  confidence  and  command  respect. 
He  died  in  the  year  1895  ^"^^  was  for 
seven  years  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
passed  away   in    1902. 

No  event  of  special  importance  oc- 
curred to  vary  the  routine  of  farm  life  for 
William  Baker  in  his  boyhood  days.  He 
was  a  student  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  county  and  through  the  periods  of 
vacation  aided  in  farm  labor,  remaining 
with  his  father  on  the  old  homestead  un- 
til twenty-seven  years  of  age.  He  was 
then  married  on  the  9th  of  January,  1888, 
to  Miss  Laura  Lauer,  a  native  of  Des 
Moines  county,  who  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  Her  parents  were  An- 
tone  and  Caroline  (Eckey)  Lauer,  the 
former  a  native  of  Russia,  and  the  latter 
of  Germany.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker 
have  been  born  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters:  Clarence  L.,  born  March  i.  1889: 
Evelina,  born  June  19,  1891  ;  Raymond 
G.,  born  March  29,  1896;  Delia,  on  the 
19th  of  November,  1900;  and  ^^^illiam, 
in  January,  1903. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Baker  lived 
upon  the  farm  owned  by  his  father-in- 
law,  there  residing  until  1899,  when  he 
removed  to  a  farm  of  his  own,  having  in 
the  meantime  purchased  seventy-nine 
acres  of  land  on  section  7.  Canaan  town- 
ship. The  improvements  here  were  very 
meager,  constituting  an  old  house  and  a 
few    outbuildings.      Desiring    better    im- 


HEXRY    COUNTY,    lOlVA. 


515 


provements  he  erected  a  good  barn  in  the 
fall  of  1897,  the  dimensions  being  thirty- 
eight  by  forty-six  feet  and  thus  affording 
ample  shelter  for  his  hay  and  horses.  He 
has  also  bnilt  two  double  corn  cribs,  one 
thirt}'-t\vo  by  thirty  feet  and  the  other, 
thirty-two  by  twenty-seven  feet.  It  was 
in  the  fall  of  1898  that  he  removed  to  this 
farm  and  in  that  year  he  built  a  very  good 
residence,  containing  eight  rooms,  hall 
and  pantry  with  a  cellar  underneath.  His 
farm  is  indeed  well  improved  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  his  own  land 
he  also  operates  his  father-in-law's  farm, 
which  lies  just  across  the  road.  He  tills 
the  soil  and  annually  harvests  good  crops 
of  grain.  He  also  raises  about  one  hun- 
dred head  of  Poland  China  hogs  each 
year  and  this  proves  to  be  a  profitable 
source  of  income.  He  is  a  republican  in 
his  political  views  and  in  1898  was  chosen 
township  trustee,  in  which  position  he 
will  continue  (having  been  re-elected) 
until  the  fall  of  1906.  He  is  an  active 
and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  steward  from  1895  until  1905.  He 
does  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  po- 
litical principles  in  which  he  believes  and 
his  active  aid  in  behalf  of  public  progress 
and  improvement  has  been  a  tangible  and 
valuable  factor  in  the  work  accomplished 
in  Henrv  countv. 


D.  W.  BROWN. 


D.  ^^^  Brown,  president  and  general 
manasfer  of  the  Brown  Mercantile  Com- 
pany  of  New  London,  is  closely  identified 


with  the  most  thriving  business  interests 
of  the  village.  He  is  a  man  who  through 
his  energy  and  executive  ability  has  made 
himself  an  enviable  place  in  the  world. 

The  Brown  ]\Iercantile  Company  occupy 
the  large  building  owned  by  D.  W. 
Brown,  M.  C.  Parrott  and  C.  E.  Hamp- 
ton, of  r^Iount  Pleasant.  They  have  a 
stock  consisting  of  general  merchandise 
and  light  hardware. 

It  was  in  1897  that  Air.  Brown  first 
entered  into  business  in  New  London. 
For  one  year  he  kept  a  stock  of  groceries 
exclusively,  then  added  another  depart- 
ment to  his  business,  introducing  a  line 
of  shoes  and  finally  adding  a  stock  of  dry 
goods.  He  was  sole  proprietor  and  man- 
ager of  this  department  store  until  1901, 
when  he  sold  a  half  interest  to  H.  G.  Gra- 
ham, of  Birmingham,  Iowa,  and  took  him 
as  a  partner.  The  firm  continued  under 
this  management  until  September  of 
1 90 1,  when  a  stock  company  was  formed 
with  a  capital  of  $12,000.  The  business 
was  incorporated  with  three  stockhold- 
ers, \\\  D.  Brown,  H.  G.  Graham  and  M; 
C.  Parrott.  Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Par- 
rott then  sold  their  stock  to  \\'.  D.  Mil- 
ler and  C.  M.  Miller  and  the  capi- 
tal stock  was  increased  to  $18,000.  In 
March.  J904,  Mr.  \Y .  \\ .  Cunning- 
ham purchased  the  stock  of  the  Mil- 
ler brothers  and  the  stockholders  are 
now  D.  W.  Brown,  president;  \\'.  W. 
Cunningham,  secretary  and  treasurer; 
and  I.  Redfern  vice-president,  the  last 
named  holds  $2,000  worth  of  st(ud<. 

D.  W.  Brown  is  a  son  of  John  G.  and 
Sarah  (Walker)  Brown  and  was  born 
in  Birmingham.  X'An  Buren  county.  Iowa, 
December  20.  i86s.     He  was  educated  in 
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the  public  schools  of  the  town  of  his  birth 
and  after  finishing  his  education  worked 
for  three  years  upon  a  farm.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  he  secured  a  position  as  grain 
buyer  for  Bryant  &  Rittenhouse,  of  Win- 
field,  Iowa,  with  headquarters  at  Marsh, 
Iowa.  He  remained  with  this  company 
for  two  years  then  went  to  Sante  Fe,  New 
Mexico,  where  he  entered  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Sante  Fe  Railroad  Company 
as  clerk  and  telegraph  operator.  At  the 
expiration  of  one  year  of  employment 
in  this  capacity,  he  became  a  clerk  for  E. 
Manning,  of  Cantrill,  Iowa.  For  ten 
years  he  remained  with  Mr.  Manning, 
then  engaged  in  business  for  himself  in 
Bonaparte,  Iowa,  conducting  a  general 
store  with  a  stock  of  groceries  and  shoes. 
In  1897  he  transferred  his  interest  to 
New  London,  where  he  has  since  been  a 
loyal  and  earnest  citizen. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  various  so- 
cial and  fraternal  organizations,  being: 
connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  Lodge,  No.  288,  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Unity  Lodge. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church. 

On  June  25,  1894,  Mr.  Brown  was 
wedded  to  Maggie  E.  Moore,  a  daughter 
of  David  H.  and  Luella  .(McCartney) 
Moore.  She  was  also  a  native  of  Birm- 
ingham. They  have  three  children,  Wal- 
ter G.,  Louella,  and  Craig. 

Mr.  Brown's  father  was  a  native  of 
York  county,  Pennsylvania.  In  his  youth 
he  went  to  Ohio  to  reside,  then  later  re- 
moved to  Iowa,  where  he  resided  perma- 
nently. The  grandfather  served  in  the 
war  of  1812;  he  was  of  Irish  descent,  the 
family  originally  coming  from  Ireland. 


Mr.  Brown  though  still  a  young  man 
has  behind  him  an  en^'iable  career,  worthy 
of  emulation  by  all  young  men  who 
would  succeed  in  life  and  he  has  before 
him  the  reaping  of  the  harvest  of  his 
early  labors.  He  has  grasped  the  oppor- 
tunities that  have  come  to  him  and  has 
made  his  life  a  financial  as  well  as  a  so- 
cial success.  He  has  won  by  his  achieve- 
ments the  respected  honor  of  his  fel- 
low rhen. 


CARL  WILLIAM  VON  COELLN. 

New  London  is  proud  to  number  among 
her  representative  citizens  Carl  ^^^illiam 
von  Coelln  a  man  of  broad  and  liberal 
culture :  a  man  who  values  and  appre- 
ciates education,  for  education's  sake,  who 
has  devoted  his  life  to  the  spreading  of 
the  ideas  and  to  the  creating  of  the  ideals 
that  go  to  make  up  a  broad  and  well 
rounded  existence.  By  his  living  the  cause 
of  education  has  been  materially  ad- 
A'anced.  for  he  has  been  successively  stu- 
dent, teacher  and  editor.  It  is  to  Ger- 
many that  ^ve  are  indebted  for  many  of 
our  scholarly  men.  In  this  country  Carl 
\\^illiam  von  Coelln  was  born  on  August 
31,  1830,  in  the  province  of  Westphalia. 
He  is  the  son  of  Theodore  August  and 
Charlotte  (Evers)  von  Coelln.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  in  the  city  where 
his  father  was  pastor,  later  the  gymna- 
sium, at  Hereford,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1851.  then  the  L^niversity 
at  Bonn,  after  which  he  entered  the  Ger- 
man army.  ser\-ing  for  one  year,  during 
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this  time  he  furnished  his  own  provi- 
sio;is  and  being  a  graduate  of  a  gymna- 
sium, he  was  required  to  serve  only  a 
year.  In  1835,  he  took  passage  upon  a 
saihng  vessel  bound  for  New  York,  and 
after  a  voyage  of  fifty-two  days  reached 
distination  in  safety.  From  New  York, 
he  went  to  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  found  employment  upon  a  dairy  farm 
for  one  year.  At  the  end  of  that  period, 
he  began  teaching,  and  for  the  succeeding 
five  years,  taught  in  private  schools  and 
academies  in  Ashtabula,  Trumbull,  and 
Summit  counties.  In  1861  he  went  to 
Des  Moines  and  became  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  for  six  months,  then  opened 
an  academy  in  Cascade.  Dubuque  county. 
Later  he  was  chosen  professor  of  mathe- 
matics in  Iowa  College  at  Grinnell,  re- 
maining there  for  seven  years ;  then  for 
one  and  one-half  years  he  taught  in  the 
college  at  Kidder.  Missouri,  following 
which  he  became  instructor  in  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  in  the  public  schools. 

From  1876  until  1882  he  served  as 
state  superintendent,  then  entered  the 
public  schools  at  Dennison  as  a  teacher, 
where  he  remained  until  he  ga\'e  up  his 
position  to  enter  the  employ  of  D.  Apple- 
ton  &  Company,  publishers  of  school 
books. 

In  1892  he  went  to  Storm  Lake,  Iowa, 
to  become  professor  of  mathematics  but 
at  the  expiration  of  four  and  a  half  years 
retired  from  active  life. 

Again  in  1902  he  entered  the  field  of 
active  labor,  becoming  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools  of  Crawford  county. 
He  remained  in  this  position  for  two 
years  and  in  the  spring  of  1904  went 
to  New  London  to  become  editor-in-chief 


of  the  Fanner  Times,  a  paper  which  he 
purchased  in  partnership  with  his  daugh- 
ter. Anna. 

In  his  religious  views  Air.  von  Coelln 
is  a  Presbyterian,  and  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  church  in  which  he  for  many  years 
has  been  an  elder. 

In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  a 
firm  believer  in  the  doctrines  as  set  forth 
by  the  party  to  which  he  belongs. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1857,  \Vil- 
liam  von  Coelln  married  Celia  A.  Good- 
rich, of  Ashtabula  county.  They  have 
five  children.  Charlotta  (Mrs.  Harvey  J. 
Cook),  of  Dennison:  Theodore  A.,  who 
has  not  been  heard  from  in  twelve  -years ; 
Carl  D.  connected  with  the  Nonpariel,  of 
Council  Bluffs;  Laura  Christina  (Mrs. 
Eugene  Connor),  of  Tama:  and  Anna, 
her  father's  assistant  and  a  member  of 
the  firm. 

In  1896  Whitney  &  Noble  owned  the 
printing  establishment,  of  which  Mr.  von 
Coelln  is  now  the  proprietor,  publishing 
a  paper  called  Tlie  Moon.  Whitney  & 
Noble  sold  the  business  to  Air.  Gift'ord, 
who  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  to  the 
Times,  which  was  afterwards  consoli- 
dated with  the  Farmer. 

When  Mr.  von  Coelln  entered  this 
business  he  purchased  the  Farmers  Times. 
It  has  a  circulation  of  about  one  thou- 
sand copies  and  is  a  bright  and  newsy 
paper,  always  watched  for  expectantly  by 
its  subscribers;  the  only  paper  in  New 
London. 

Mr.  von  Coelln  has  lived  a  life  of  de- 
votion to  his  chosen  profession  and  has 
ever  been  an  active  wi^rker  in  the  field 
of  education.  His  life  has  indeed  been  well 
spent  for  by  his  career  as  a  teacher  and 
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his  business  life  as  an  editor  he  has  been 
instrumental  in  a  wide-spread  dissemina- 
tion of  knowledge.  Mr.  von  Coelln  is 
lo\'ed  and  respected  by  all  who  know  him 
and  well  deserves  the  position  he  holds  as 
one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Xew 
London. 


JAMES  McFARLAND  EVAXS.M.  D. 

Dr.  James  ]\IcFar]an(l  Evans,  classed 
with  the  successful  practitioners  of  Sa- 
lem, possesses  a  nature  that  could  never 
be  content  with  mediocrity  and  by  reason, 
close  application  and  laudable  ambition 
he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward. 
He  is  descended  from  Scotch  and  Irish 
ancestry,  tracing  the  line  back  to  Daniel 
McFarland.  who  came  from  Scotland  to 
America  about  1750,  and  after  residing 
for  a  time  in  Xew  England  took  up  his 
permanent  abode  in  ^^'ashington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  became  a  very  en- 
terprising and  prominent  citizen.  He  held 
a  commission  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary w'ar  and  died  in  181 7,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-seven  years,  leaving 
a  comfortable  estate  which  is  still  in  pos- 
session of  his  descendants.  He  was  the 
father  of  Judge  William  McFarland, 
whose  daughter,  Sarah  McFarland,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Joseph  Evans,  who  was 
of  Welsh  descent.  Their  son,  Abel  M. 
Evans,  was  the  father  of  Dr.  Evans.  Abel 
Evans  was  born  in' 181 9,  and  on  the  15th 
of  March,  1838,  married  Elizabeth  Weir, 
who  was  born  in  1821,  and  whose  father, 
Adam    Weir,     was    the    \\'illiam    \\>ir 


who  came  to  this  country  from  Scot- 
land in  1750,  and  settled  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Pennsylvania.  The  W'ier 
family,  residents  of  the  parish  of 
Lesmahagow,  in  Scotland,  was  at  one 
time  very  prominent  in  that  country,  it 
being  registered  that  in  1695  two  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  James  and  John  Weir, 
owmed  an  estate  and  grounds  known  as 
Glenare  and  that  the  castle  remained 
standing  until  1857.  Others  of  the  fam- 
ily were  clergymen,  soldiers,  members  of 
parliament  and  military  leaders  who  were 
conspucious  during  the  war  of  the  Cove- 
nant in  Scotland,  which  raged  during  the 
sixteenth  century,  fighting  bravely  for  the 
right  to  worship  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  consciences.  In  various 
walks  of  life  representatives  of  the  fam- 
ily attained  prominence  and   distinction. 

Abel  Evans  died  in  March,  1903,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  had  two 
sons,  the  elder  being  Samuel,  who  died 
June  30,  1864,  from  the  effects  of  wounds 
sustained  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor. 
The  mother  died  when  Dr.  Evans  of  this 
re\'iew  was  but  two  weeks  old  and  he  was 
therefore  reared  by  relatives. 

In  the  common  schools  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Dr.  Evans  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  en- 
tered Waynesburg  College  in  Greene 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained 
a  student  for  three  years  but  he  left  that 
institution  before  the  completion  of  his 
course  in  order  to  enlist  in  the  Union 
army,  becoming  a  private  of  Company  K, 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  on  the  ist 
of  May.  1 86 1.  He  participated  in  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Bull  Run  and  sustained  a 
severe    wound    in   the   left   shoulder    bv 
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reason  of  which  he  was  discharged  for 
disabihty  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1863.  Coming  to  Iowa  on  the 
28th  of  May,  1865,  he  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medicine  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  L.  E.  Goodell.  at  Pilot  Grove,  Lee 
county,  who  was  abroad-minded  man  and 
one  of  the  notable  physicians  of  the  state. 
After  a  year  and  a  half  spent  in  his  office 
Dr.  Evans  attended  lectures  at  the  West- 
ern Medical  College  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  in  1868  entered  upon  practice  in  Pilot 
Grove,  where  he  remained  until  October 
15,  1872,  removing  then  to  West  Point. 
On  the  2d  of  March,  1880,  he  located  in 
Salem,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  been 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  has  been  actively  con- 
nected with  his  chosen  calling  for  over 
thirty-five  years  and  has  accumulated  a 
comfortable  competence,  at  the  same  time 
doing  a  most  beneficial  work  for  his  fel- 
low men.  He  has  one  of  the  best  medical 
libraries  in  the  state  and  he  is  still  en- 
gaged in  active  practice. 

Dr.  Evans  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Henry  County  Medical  Society  and 
served  as  its  first  president,  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  District  Medical  x\ssociation 
and  also  a  member  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  and  thus  keeps  in  touch  with  the 
more  advanced  views  of  the  day. 

Dr.  Evans  was  married  December  3, 
1868,  to  Miss  Helena  Lusk,  who  was 
born  April  18,  1847,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Xancy  (Rickets)  Lusk, 
both  of  whom  were  of  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent, the  former  born  July  8,  1799,  and 
the  latter  July  22,  1809.  The  father  fol- 
lowed farming  and  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  resided  in  Iowa,  where  he  died 


May  8,  1875,  his  wife  passing  away  July 
5,  1893.  Both  were  buried  near  their  old 
home,  in  Clay  Grove  cemetery.  Mr. 
Lusk  was  a  democrat  and  they  were 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church.  He  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the 
best  men  that  ever  lived,  being  kind 
hearted  and  at  all  times  true  and  honor- 
able. In  the  family  were  three  children. 
James  H.,  now  deceased,  married  Alice 
Allen  and  she  lives  in  Denver,  Colorado. 
She  has  one  daughter,  Minnie  Luella 
Lusk.  Helena  Isabelle  became  the  first 
wife  of  Dr.  Evans.  Emma  J.  is  the  wife 
of  Daniel  S.  Keller,  an  undertaker  of  Sa- 
lem, Iowa.  Mrs.  Evans  died  May  2, 
1897,  ^^d  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of 
her  parents  in  Clay  Grove  cemetery.  She 
was  also  a  devoted  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  By  this  marriage  there 
were  three  children :  Elma  Victorine, 
born  in  Lee  county,  September  6,  1869, 
married  Clifford  Cook,  who  resides  at 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where  he  is  a  ship- 
ping clerk  in  Cudahy's  packing  house. 
They  have  had  three  children,  of  whom 
two  are  living — Helen  Elizabeth  Cook, 
born  May  11,  1902,  in  Sioux  City,  and 
Miriam  McFarland  Cook,  born  in  Sioux 
City,  August  20,  1905,  while  Mack  Cook, 
born  at  Sioux  City,  May  17,  1900,  died 
on  the  3d  of  August,  of  the  same  year. 
Emma  Winona  Evans,  born  in  Lee 
county,  August  14,  1871,  is  the  wife  of 
Harry  Reeves,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Helen  L.  Reeves, 
born  September  25,  1901.  Helen  Mc- 
Earland  Evans,  born  July  2,  1873,  mar- 
ried Fred  W.  Garretson,  of  Keokuk.  Dr. 
Evans  was  again  married  March  15, 
1900,  to  Miss  Mertie  E.  Balsley,  who  was 
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born  November  9,  1857,  ^^  Spring  Prai- 
rie, Wisconsin,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Martha  J.  (Snushah)  May- 
cock,  both  natives  of  England.  Follow- 
ing her  mother's  death  she  was  reared  by 
the  Balsley  family  and  took  their  name. 
She  cared  for  her  father  during  the 
last  ten  years  of  his  life  and  he  passed 
away  in  Salem,  Henry  county,  in  March, 
1905.  He  served  in  the  Civil  war,  be- 
longing to  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Battery, 
enlisting  in  1862.  In  politics  he  was  a 
republican  but  was  without  aspiration  for 
office  and  his  time  and  energies  were  de- 
voted to  farming.  ■Mrs.  Evans  was  an 
only  child.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Evans  belonged  to  the  Congregational 
church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  elder 
for  thirty-five  years.  He  owns  a  good 
building  on  North  Main  street,  where  he 
maintains  both  his  office  and  residenxe. 
He  is  a  member  of  Salem  Lodge,  No.  17, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
which  he  is  now  past  master  and  several 
times  represented  his  lodge  in  the  grand 
lodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  was 
the  first  commander  of  the  Adam 
Kemple  Post,  and  served  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  has  since  served  at  different 
times  a  member  of  the  grand  commandery 
and  has  several  times  served  as  aid-de- 
campe  to  the  grand  commander.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  stanch  republican. 
His  attention  is  largely  given  to  his  pro- 
fession, in  which  he  has  met  with  excel- 
lent success,  owing  to  his  good  qualifica- 
tions, his  conscientious  performance  of 
his  duties  and  his  broad  and  comprehen- 
sive knowledge  of  the  principles  that  un- 
derlie the  profession. 


WILLIAM  W^ESLEY  LEE. 

In  1890  a  new  enterprise  was  added  to 
the  growing  industries  of  New  London — 
the  New  London  Banking  Company,  or- 
ganized by  J.  E.  Peterson.  The  first 
cashier  was  William  W.  Lee,  a  son  of 
New  London  and  a  bright,  progressive 
young  man,  well  fitted  for  his  position, 
having  enjoyed  the  advantages  offered  by 
a  course  of  collegiate  training  in  the  Iowa 
State  Lmiversity.  He  was  the  first  cashier 
of  the  institution  and  with  all  its  growth 
and  changes  in  management  has  contin- 
ued in  the  same  responsible  position. 
W'hen  the  company  was  organized,  suc- 
ceeding the  business  of  R.  H.  Peterson, 
the  bank  had  an-  annual  deposit  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  It  has  increased  yearly 
until  it  has  now  reached  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  with  a  surplus 
and  capital  of  twenty-nine  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  first  president  was  John  Edgar 
Peterson,  the  vice-president,  Samuel  Rei- 
ser, cashier,  William  Wesley  Lee  and  as- 
sistant cashier  F.  B.  Wilson.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  year  in  1891,  when  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  took  place.  Mr.  Keiser  be- 
came president,  William  Lee,  Sr.,  vice- 
president,  while  the  cashier  and  assistant 
cashier  retained  their  former  positions. 
In  1895  Mr.  William  Lee,  Sr.,  was 
chosen  president  with  Mr.  Keiser  as  vice- 
president  and  Ross  Walker  assistant 
cashier  in  1903.  The  directors  at  the  pres- 
ent time  are:  Anton  Totemeier,  W.  J. 
Francy,  Samuel  Keiser,  Hiram  Allen,  T. 
B.  Lee  and  William  Lee. 

A\'illiam  Wesley  Lee  has  always  lived 
in  New  London  and  his  best  interests  are 
closelv    allied    with  those  of    his    native 
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town.  He  was  born  in  the  village  on 
March  20,  1863,  being  a  son  of  William 
and  Sarah  Hardin  Lee.  His  father  is  a 
much  respected  business  man  of  New 
London,  one  whose  sound  business  judg- 
ment can  always  be  relied  upon.  He  is  a 
stanch  believer  in  education  and  the  son 
early  became  a  student  in  the  New  Lon- 
don public  schools.  After  finishing  his 
course  there  he  entered  the  State  Univer- 
sity at  Mount  Pleasant,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  in  1887.  In 
order  to  round  out  his  education  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  teacher  in  Henry 
county  and  continued  in  this  field  of  la- 
bor for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  was  chosen  to  fill  the  position 
which  he  now  occupies.  For  fifteen  years 
he  has  been  the  able  efficient  cashier  of 
this  bank  and  has  seen  it  develop  from 
a  comparatively  small  institution  to  its 
present  degree  of  wide-spread  business  in- 
terests. It  is  now  doing  over  ten  times 
the  amount  of  business  it  did  at  first. 

Mr.  Lee  is  prominent  in  religious  cir- 
cles and  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  New  London.  He  is 
an  active  and  efficient  worker  in  all  that 
pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  church.  He 
has  been  a  trustee  for  three  years. 

William  Wesley  Lee  was  married  Au- 
gust 25,  1888,  toMissLouella  Grace  Wal- 
lar,  a  daughter  of  W.  D.  and  Peninah 
(Rosencrans)  Wallar.  They  have  one 
child,  Raymond  William,  a  student  in  the 
village  schools. 

Mr.  Lee  has  been  remarkably  favored 
both  by  birth  and  education.  He  has  had 
before  him,  in  his  father,  the  example  of 
a  successful  business  man.  He  has 
learned  by  actual  experience  the  value  of 


an  education.  He  is  a  man  of  superior 
business  ability  and  sound  judgment  and 
has  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years  filled  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  his  employers  the 
position  which  he  now  occupies.  He  has 
at  heart  the  success  of  the  institution  for 
which  he  works  and  welfare  of  his  native 
town.  New  London  is  justly  proud  of 
William  W.  Lee. 


JOHN  FITZPATRICK. 

John  Fitzpatrick,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock-dealers  of  New  Lon- 
don township,  was  born  in  Burlington, 
Iowa,  on  the  ist  of  August,  1861,  and  is 
a  son  of  James  and  Margaret  (O'Laugh- 
lin)  Fitzpatrick.  During  his  infancy  his 
parents  removed  to  the  Clements  farm 
and  thereon  he  was  reared,  spending  his 
boyhood  days  in  the  work  of  the  fields 
or  in  attending  the  public  schools.  He 
acquired  a  good  practical  education  in 
this  manner  and  he  was  reared  to  farm  la- 
bor. He  has  always  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  save  for  the  last  two 
years,  when  he  has  concentrated  his  en- 
ergies almost  entirely  upon  stock-feeding 
and  shipping.  He  feeds  from  four  to  six 
carloads  of  cattle  each  year  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  leading  representatives 
of  this  business  in  this  part  of  the  county. 
He  also  feeds  quite  a  large  number  of 
hogs.  He  has  one  hundred  acres  in  the 
home  farm  and  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  on  section  16.  He  likewise 
has  another  tract  of  one  hundred  acres 
on  section  21.    He  has  improved  his  farm 
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according  to  modern  ideas  and  has  upon 
his  place  two  large  hay  barns  and  one 
corn  crib. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1896,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  and  Miss 
Margaret  McCormick,  a  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Margaret  (Smith)  McCor- 
mick. They  now  have  two  children,  Irma 
and  Rosella.  The  members  of  the  house- 
hold occupy  an  enviable  position  in  so- 
cial circles  and  have  many  warm  friends 
in  the  community.  Mr.  Fritzpatrick  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  Demorcatic 
party,  believing  firmly  in  its  principles  as 
most  conducive  to  good  government.  In 
1900  he  was  elected  upon  the  party  ticket 
as  assessor  of  his  town  and  by  re-election 
has  been  continued  in  the  office.  He  was 
also  census  enumerator  of  his  township 
in  January,  1905.  His  religious  faith  is 
indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Cath- 
olic church.  His  entire  life  his  been 
passed  in  this  county  and  his  fellow 
townsmen  know  him  as  a  busy,  enterpris- 
ing man,  who  has  worked  persistently  to 
acquire  success,  realizing  that  labor  is 
the  basis  of  all  legitimate  and  honorable 
prosperity. 


DUDLEY  ARTHUR  SCOTT. 

Dudley  Arthur  Scott,  who  is  conduct- 
ing the  leading  hotel  and  livery  business 
in  New  London,  is  one  of  Henry  coun- 
ty's native  sons,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Jackson  township  on  the  i6th  of  May, 
1864.  His  parents  are  Cornelius  and  Lou- 
isa (Benbow)  Scott,  and  while  a  member 


of  their  household  he  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Center  district  school  and 
aided  in  the  labors  of  the  home  farm, 
plowing,  planting  and  harvesting,  as  it 
was  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  fields.  After  attaining  his  majority 
he  rented  a  farm  in  New  London  town- 
ship for  a  year  and  afterward  removed  to 
Jackson  township,  where  he  operated  a 
rented  farm  for  two  years  near  the  old 
home  place.  He  then  returned  to  New 
London  township,  where  he  again  en- 
gaged in  farming  leased  land  for  four 
years.  Later  he  resided  once  more  in 
Jackson  township  and  after  renting  the 
home  place  for  a  year  he  purchased  the 
property,  comprising  one  hundred  fifty- 
five  and  three  quarters  acres  of  land.  He 
also  bought  a  threshing  machine  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother-in-law,  Charles 
Sheets,  which  they  operated  for  about 
four  years  and  then  sold.  Mr.  Scott  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  the  home  place,  doing 
general  farming,  and  for  one  year  he 
raised  sheep,  shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland 
China  and  Duroc  Jersey  hogs.  He  like- 
wise raised  road  horses  and  his  stock- 
raising  interests  proved  an"  important 
branch  of  his  business.  In  the  fall  of 
1905,  however,  he  sold  his  farm  and  re- 
moved to  New  London,  where  he  pur- 
chased from  F.  C.  Spearman  the  city  liv- 
ery stable.  He  keeps  fifteen  horses  for 
rental.  In  connection  with  the  livery 
barn  Mr.  Scott  rented  the  City  Hotel  in 
New  London  and  furnished  it  throughout 
and  is  now  conducting  the  leading  hotel 
and  livery  business  of  the  town  with  a 
liberal  patronage,  which  is  well  merited. 
On  the  27th  of  September,  1887.  Mr. 
Scott  was  united  in  marriasfe  to  Miss  Lv- 


HEXRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


525 


donia  Sheets,  who  was  born  in  Xew  Lon- 
don township,  September  30,  1863,  ^^'^ 
was  educated  in  the  Greenwood  district 
school,  her  parents  being  Henry  and 
Sarah  (\\'ahers)  Sheets.  Two  children 
grace  this  marriage:  Cora  Dell,  born 
May  7,  1889;  and  Charles  C,  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1898.  Air.  Scott  is  a  democrat 
and  has  served  for  four  terms  as  road 
supervisor  of  Jackson  towniship.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  frater- 
nity of  New  London  and  is  interested  in 
community  affairs  to  the  extent  of  giving 
hearty  and  helpful  co-operation  to  many 
movements  that  are  of  direct  benefit  in 
promoting  the  material,  intellectual  and 
social  progress  of  the  community. 


HEXRY  CONOR. 


Henry  Conor,  a  resident  farmer  of  Bal- 
timore township,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  cattle  and  hogs  in  addition  to 
the  tilling  of  the  soil,  was  born  in  John- 
son county.  Iowa,  March  29,  1864.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  A\'illiam  Conor, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  The  parents 
were  Marion  and  Sarah  (Albert)  Conor, 
the  former  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state 
and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Her  parents  were 
Henry  and  Margaret  (Pierce)  Albert,  na- 
tives of  Ohio  and  Vermont  respectively. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marion  Conor  were  mar- 
ried in  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  and  about 
a  year  after  the  birth  of  their  son  Henry 
the  mother  came  to  Jackson  townshi]). 
Henrv  countv.  Iowa,  and  lived  with  her 


mother.  Henry  Conor  therefore  spent 
the  days  of  his  youth  in  the  home  of  his 
Grandfather  Albert  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  began  working  as  a  farm 
hand  in  this  locality.  He  was  employed 
in  that  way  until  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  when  he  went  to  York  count}',  Ne- 
braska. There  he  rented  land  and  raised 
a  crop  of  corn  which,  however,  was  de- 
stroyed by  a  hail  storm  so  that  he 
lost  the  money  which  he  had  in- 
vested, amounting  to  about  four  hundred 
dollars.  The  following  year  he  worked 
at  farm  labor  in  Nebraska  and  then  re- 
turned to  Baltimore  township.  He  would 
work  in  the  fields  throughout  the  year 
and  thus  gained  a  start  in  life.  For  two 
years  he  operated  a  farm,  which  he  rented 
from  James  Harts,  after  which  he  re- 
moved to  the  ^^'illiford  farm  near  Oak- 
land, where  he  resided  for  a  year.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  took  up 
his  abode  east  of  Salem,  where  he  op- 
erated rented  land  for  three  years,  remov- 
ing thence  to  the  Krakel  place  of  one  hun- 
dred acres  in  Baltimore  township.  \Mien 
he  had  spent  three  years  upon  that  farm 
he  made  investment  of  the  capital  which 
he  had  earned  by  purchasing  fifty-two 
acres  of  land  on  section  6,  Baltimore 
township,  from  Mrs.  Allsup,  and  he 
added  to  this  thirteen  acres,  upon  which 
was  a  stone  quarry.  After  two  years  he 
sold  the  original  tract  and  bought  sixty 
acres  on  section  8,  Baltimore  township. 
In  January,  1906,  he  bought  twenty  acres 
more  and  in  1905  he  sold  his  stone 
(|uarry  from  which  he  had  taken  build- 
ing stone  for  five  years.  Ten  acres  of 
his  farm  is  in  timber. 

His  attention  is  now  given  to  agricul- 
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tural  pursuits  and  he  also  rents  sixty 
acres  of  land,  on  which  he  raises  hogs 
and  shorthorn  Hereford  cattle.  He  keeps 
high  grades  of  stock  and  thus  finds  a 
good  market  for  the  cattle  and  hogs 
which  he  raises.  His  fields  are  also  well 
tilled  and  the  place  is  carefully  cared  for 
and  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1887,  Mr. 
Conor  was  married  to  Miss  Paola  Allsup, 
who  was  born  in  Baltimore  township,  a 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Lucy  (Andrews) 
Allsup.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conor  have 
been  born  seven  children :  Edna  Grace, 
born  March  3,  1889;  Jessie  Halsene,  born 
September  3,  1890;  Laura  Adelia,  born 
in  1892;  Wilber  Volney,  born  December 
22,  1895  ;  Lola,  born  September  27,  1898; 
Norma,  born  August  14,  1900;  Alta  Ger- 
trude, born  December  29,  1903. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Conor 
is  a  democrat  but  is  without  aspiration 
for  office,  as  his  time  is  fully  occupied 
with  his  business  cares.  Dependent  upon 
his  own  labors  from  an  early  age  his  dili- 
gence has  been  the  fundamental  principle 
in  his  success  and  his  life  record  shows 
what  may  be  accomplished  when  one  has 
determination  and  energy. 


GEORGE  W.  ILES. 

George  W.  lies,  who  carries  on  general 
farming  on  section  3,  Baltimore  town- 
ship, where  he  also  raises  peaches,  apples 
and  cherries,  having  a  good  orchard,  was 
born    in   Bennington  township.    Licking 


county,  Ohio,  in  1846,  and  is  a  son  of 
Adam  lies,  who  was  likewise  a  native  of 
the  Buckeye  state.  The  mother  died  in 
185 1  and  the  father  in  1856,  so  that 
George  W.  lies  was  left  an  orphan  when 
a  little  lad  of  ten  years.  He  resided  with 
his  sister,  Mrs.  William  Hatch,  for  over 
nine  years,  and  to  some  extent  attended 
the  common  schools,  but  his  educational 
privileges  were  rather  meager.  He  has, 
however,  added  largely  to  his  knowledge 
through  reading,  observation  and  expe- 
rience in  later  years.  In  early  manhood 
he  worked  at  farm  labor  by  the  day  or 
month,  being  thus  employed  up  to  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  which  occurred  on 
the  28th  of  November,  1879,  the  lady  of 
his  choice  being  ]\Iiss  Selena  Hall,  who 
was  born  in  Jennings  county,  Indiana, 
a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Julia  (Un- 
derwood) Hall,  the  former  a  native  of 
Kentucky  and  the  latter  of  of  Indiana. 
Following  his  marriage  Mr.  lies  removed 
to  Stockton,  Kansas,  and  secured  a  farm 
in  Rollins  county,  where  they  remained 
for  three  months.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  however,  they  returned  to  Henry 
county,  and  in  the  following  autumn  Mr. 
Isle  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 3,  Baltimore  township.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  acres  the  farm  was  un- 
improved, but  he  at  once  began  its  cul- 
tivation and  soon  turned  the  furrows  in 
the  fields,  planted  the  seed  and  in  course 
of  time  reaped  good  harvests.  He  built 
a  house  containing  three  rooms. 

L'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lies  have  been  born 
three  children :  Emma,  who  was  born 
August  25.  1880,  and  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Cantwell,  of  Lake  Geneva,  Wis- 
consin ;  Sarah,  who  was  born  September 
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15,  1882,  and  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Nor- 
man, of  Aurora,  Illinois;  and  John,  born 
September  16.  1884,  who  married  Hattie 
Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Baltimore.  Mr. 
lies  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  democrat  and 
has  served  as  school  director. 


ANDREW  ALLEN. 

Andrew.  Allen,  now  deceased,  was  for 
many  3'ears  actively  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  in  Henry  coun- 
tv  and  became  a  prosperous  citizen.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Knox  county,  Missouri, 
on  the  31st  of  October,  1842,  his  parents 
being  Robert  Oden  and  Keziah  (Davis) 
Allen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  In- 
diana. In  early  life  they  went  to  Mis- 
souri with  their  respective  parents  and 
were  married  in  the  latter  state.  They 
then  began  their  domestic  life  there  and 
continued  to  reside  in  Missouri  until 
called  to  the  home  beyond. 

Andrew  Allen  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  near  his  father's  home  and 
was  reared  to  farm  labor,  gaining  in  pro- 
ficiency in  the  work  of  the  fields  as  the 
years  passed  by.  He  continued  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
when  he  removed  to  McDonough  county, 
Illinois.  On  the  8th  of  August,  1865.  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  IMalvena 
Hungate,  who  was  born  in  McDonough 
county,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Catherine  (Dorothy)  Hungate,  both 
of    whom    were    natives    of    Kentucky. 


whence  they  removed  to  JMcDonough 
county,  Illinois,  in  an  early  day  and  were 
there  married. 

Not  long  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Allen 
came  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  settling  in 
Canaan  township,  where  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
building  thereon  a  good  house.  He  other- 
wise improved  the  property,  which  was  a 
tract  of  wild  prairie  when  it  came  into  his 
possession.  He  turned  the  first  furrows 
in  the  fields  and  continued  the  work  of 
plowing,  planting  and  harvesting  until 
annually  he  gathered  rich  crops,  which 
found  a  ready  sale  on  the  market  and  thus 
brought  him  a  good  financial  return  for 
his  labor.  He  worked  persistently  and 
untiringly  year  after  year,  giving  his  un- 
divided attention  to  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  were  born 
six  children: 

Charles,  born  June  i,  1867,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  resided  in  Canaan  town- 
ship. He  married  T^Iiss  Fannie  Lynn, 
who  now  resides  in  Missouri. 

Robert,  born  November  20.  1868,  re- 
sides in  Canaan  township,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  farming.  He  married  Jennie 
Bryson.  They  have  one  daughter. 
Donna. 

Frank,  born  on  the  20th  of  December. 
1 87 1.  He  resides  in  Baltimore  township, 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  is  a  farmer.  He 
married  Stella  Davey.  and  they  have  two 
daughters.  Vida  and  Fern. 

Mary  Catherine,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 16.  1875.  in  Canaan  township, 
Henry  county.  Iowa,  was  educated  in  the 
imblic    schools  of  Mount  Union.       She 
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married  Richard  Peckham,  now  deceased, 
who  was  born  in  Washington  township, 
Des  Moines  county,  Iowa.  He  was  born 
October  20,  1869,  and  was  a  farmer  and 
resided  in  Washington  township  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  February  22, 
1899.     They  had  one  son. 

Perl  Monroe,  born  in  ^^"ashington 
township,  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  on 
March  25,  1896,  is  now  a  student  in  the 
Alount  Union  schools. 

Mrs.  Peckhain  now  resides  with  her 
mother. 

Clara,  born  February  8,  1878.  the  wife 
of  Howard  Snyder,  of  Canaan  township. 
They  have  one  daughter.  Vera. 

Liira,  born  June  2,  1881,  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Young,  of  Canaan  township.  They 
have  two  children,  Adelbert  Allen  and 
Frances  Lucile. 

All  the  children  of  Mrs.  Allen  were 
born  in  Canaan  township,  Henry  county, 
Iowa. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Allen  occurred  on  the 
I  St  of  August,  1886,  when  he  was  but 
forty-four  years  of  age.  He  voted  with 
the  democracy,  but  was  never  a  politician 
in  the  sense  of  office  seeking,  preferring 
to  devote  his  energies  to  his  business  in- 
terests, which  were  carefully  conducted 
and  brought  him  a  good  return.  His 
life  was  characterized  by  integrity  as  well 
as  industry  and  his  name  was  an  honored 
one.  Following  her  husband's  death  Mrs. 
Allen  continued  to  reside  upon  the  farm 
and  there  erected  a  fine  residence  in  1893. 
She  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  14,  Canaan  township,  which  was 
improved  and  which  she  sold  in  1894  to 
her  son,  Robert,  who  has  further  im- 
proved the  property.     She  still  lives  upon 


the  old  homestead  and  is  one  of  the  es- 
teemed ladies  of  the  community,  having 
a  larsfe  circle  of  warm  friends. 


JAMES  A.  JOHNSON. 

James  A.  Johnson,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa,  and 
now  one  of  the  prominent  and  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  residents  of  Ca- 
naan tow^nship,  Henry  county,  resides 
upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  i, 
where  he  is  living  retired,  enjoying  the 
fruits  and  comforts  of  a  well  spent  life. 
He  is  a  native  of  Illinois  and  was  born 
in  Morgan  county,  June  26,  1828.  His 
paternal  grandfather.  Craven  Johnson, 
was  born  in  one  of  the  southern  states  and 
at  an  early  day  went  to  Tennessee.  Dur- 
ing the  pioneer  period  of  his  residence 
there  he  had  to  contend  with  the  hostile 
Indians  of  that  region  and  the  family 
were  finally  driven  from  the  farm.  With 
other  neighbors  they  took  refuge  in  the 
fort.  For  a  long  time  they  had  to  be 
guarded  while  they  worked  in  the  fields 
and  Kinsey  Johnson,  a  brother  of  Craven 
Johnson,  was  killed  and  scalped  by  Chero- 
kee Indians  while  attending  to  his  beaver 
traps.  Craven  Johnson  finally  came  to 
Iowa  and  made  his  home  with  his  son 
during  his  old  age,  passing  away  in  Flint 
River  township,  when  a  little  more  than  a 
hundred  years  of  age,  his  remains  being 
interred  in  Flint  River  cemetery. 

His  son,  Joel  Johnson,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ten- 
nessee, and  was  reared  and  married   in 
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that  state,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Alorgan  county,  IHinois,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Repurchased  a  tract  of 
land  there  and  resided  thereon  for  nine 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa,  settHng  on  section 
7,  FHnt  River  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm,  to  which  he  added  from 
time  to  time  until  he  was  the  owner  of 
four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  farm  land 
and  harvested  therefrom  good  crops.  The 
year  1835  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Iowa. 
The  land  upon  which  he  located  was  en- 
tirely wild  and  unbroken  save  that  five 
acres  had  been  placed  under  cultivation. 
He  at  once  began  to  clear  and  develop  the 
farm  and  made  substantial  improvements 
thereon,  including  the  erection  of  a  good 
two-story  brick  residence  which  he  con- 
tinued to  occupy  until  his  death.  His 
attention  was  given  to  general  farming 
and  stock-raising  to  some  extent  until  his 
life's  labors  were  ended  in  death,  al- 
though naturally  in  his  later  years  he  left 
the  more  arduous  duties  of  the  fields  to 
others.  He  lacked  only  a  few  days  of 
being  ninety  years  of  age  when  called  to 
his  final  rest,  passing  away  on  the  old 
homestead  in  April,  1890.  He  was  a 
democrat  throughout  his  entire  life  but 
though  reared  in  a  slave  state  he  never 
owned  a  slave  and  always  said  that  he 
never  would.  He  took  part  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war  during  the  pioneer  epoch  in 
the  middle  west  and  remained  with  the 
army  until  the  defeat  of  the  Indian  chief- 
tain and  his  followers.  His  grave  was 
also  made  in  the  cemetery  in  Flint  River 
township.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Susan  John- 
son, was  born  in  Alabama  and  died  in 
Flint    River    township    when    her    son, 


James  A.,  was  only  about  fifteen  years  of 
age.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  still  living,  al- 
though ]\Ir.  Johnson  of  this  review  is  the 
only  one  now  living  in  Henry  county. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of 
James  A.  Johnson  we  present  to  our 
readers  the  life  record  of  one  who  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  He  was  a  }-oung  lad  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Des  Moines  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  and  upon  the  home  farm  there 
he  was  reared,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Flint  River  town- 
ship, while  in  the  summer  months  he  as- 
sisted in  the  labors  of  the  fields  and  in 
the  autumn  seasons  aided  in  gathering 
the  harvests.  He  remained  upon  the  old 
homestead  until  about  twenty-seven  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  married  and  pur- 
chased a  small  farm  on  section  21,  Flint 
River  township.  He  partially  improved 
this  place  and  made  a  home  there,  giving 
his  attention  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  a  number  of  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  the  place  now  owned  by  his  fa- 
ther-in-law and  resided  thereon  until 
coming  to  Henry  county  in  1892,  in 
which  year  he  purchased  his  present  farm 
just  a  half  mile  north  of  the  village  of 
Mount  Union.  Here  he  has  since  lived 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising  to  some  extent,  largely  making  a 
specialty  of  hogs.  He  has  put  many 
many  improvements  on  the  place  and 
takes  great  pride  in  keeping  everything 
about  his  farm  in  excellent  condition. 
It  is  in  fact  in  man}-  respects  a  nitxlel  prop- 
erty, while  the  buildings  are  in  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  repair.  He  now  leaves 
the  active   work   of  the   farm   to   others. 
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while  he  is  enjoying'  a  well  earned  rest 
amid  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
life,  which  he  has  secured  as  the  result 
of  his  active,  well  directed  and  untiring 
labor  in  former  years. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  on  the  28th 
of  May,  1856,  to  Miss  Dicy  Feese.  who 
was  born  in  1835  and  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  Iowa  at  an  early  day,  the  family 
being  established  in  Flint  River  town- 
ship, Des  Moines  county.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Lucinda  (Hill) 
Feese,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Her  father  was  a  prominent  agricul- 
turist of  Flint  River  township,  where  he 
arrived  about  1835,  making  his  home 
there  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Johnson  was 
educated  in  Flint  River  township  in  the 
common  schools  and  passed  away  on  the 
home  farm  in  Canaan  township,  Henry 
county.  September  28,  1903,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church  and  is  buried  in 
Trinity  church  cemetery  in  Canaan  town- 
ship, Henry  county.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnson  were  born  nine  children,  of 
whom  two  died  young.  The  others  are  as 
follows :  Carrie  resides  in  San  Francisco, 
California.  Alma  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
De  Lashmutt,  who  is  mentioned  on 
another  page  of  this  volume ;  Emma  is  the 
widow  of  John  Hitchen,  resides  in  Bur- 
lington, New  Jersey,  and  has  two  children, 
Thomas  and  John.  Charles  is  a  traveling 
salesman  residing  in  California  and  mar- 
ried M3a-tle  Erickson.  Edwin,  a  farmer 
of  Washington  township,  Des  Moines 
county,  where  he  owns  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  good  land,  married  Anna 
Wick  and  has  two  children.  Rex  and 
Adelbert.     Lillian  and  Idella  are  both  at 


home.  All  of  the  children  of  this  family 
were  born  in  Des  Moines  county  and 
were  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Flint  River  township. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Johnson  has 
always  been  an  earnest  democrat  but  has 
never  cared  for  public  office,  devoting  his 
attention  strictly  to  his  business  interests. 
At  the  time  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted 
in  Octol)er,  1864,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany E,  Fifteenth  Regiment  of  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
hostilities,  being  discharged  at  Davenport, 
where  he  was  mustered  out.  He  went 
with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march 
to  the  sea  and  participated  in  other  impor- 
tant military  movements.  He  has  always 
been  interested  in  matters  of  progressive 
citizenship  although  never  seeking  public 
honors  for  himself  and  he  has  stood  for 
progress  and  improvement.  His  entire 
life  has  been  passed  in  this  section  of  the 
state  and  he  has  reached  the  seventy- 
eighth  milestone  on  life's  journey,  so  that 
he  has  been  a  witness  of  almost  the  entire 
development,  growth  and  improvement  of 
Des  Moines  and  Henry  counties.  In  his 
ini;erests  he  has  been  closely  allied  with 
agricultural  life  and  has  found  therein  a 
good  basis  for  success,  winning  through 
his  close  application,  unfaltering  diligence 
and  business  integrity  a  very  gratifying 
measure  of  prosperity. 


CHRIS  R.  MILLER. 

Chris  R.  Miller  is  the  owner  of  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  pro- 
ductive land.    He  was  born  in  Lee  countv. 
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Iowa,  October  14,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  Miller,  a  native  of  Germany.  When 
a  youth  of  fourteen  years  the  father  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  and 
the  family  home  was  established  in  Ohio. 
They  afterward  went  to  Lee  county  and 
settled  upon  a  farm  and  it  was  there  that 
John  Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Anna  Raber,  also  a  native  of  Germany. 
They  remained  residents  of  Lee  county 
until  the  spring  of  1856,  when  they 
removed  to  Jefferson  county,  residing 
there  for  one  year,  after  which  they 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Trenton 
township  and  settled  thereon,  making  it 
their  place  of  residence  for  thirteen  years. 
Mr.  Miller  greatly  improved  the  property, 
placing  the  fields  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  resided  thereon  until  1867, 
when  he  removed  to  another  farm,  which 
he  had  purchased  in  Trenton  township. 
There  the  mother  died  August  5,  1868, 
and  the  father  passed  away  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1869,  surviving  her  for  a  little  less 
than  a  year. 

Chris  R.  Miller  lived  with  his  parents 
until  their  death,  being  less  than  fourteen 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's 
demise.  In  the  meantime  he  had  attended 
the  district  schools  and  after  being  left 
an  orphan  he  worked  1)y  the  month  as  a 
farm  hand,  thus  earning  his  living  until 
the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  took  u])  his 
abode  in  Wayne  and  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  business.  A  year  later, 
however,  he  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Olds,  where  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
grain  trade,  continuing  in  that  line  until 
the  fall  of  1888.  He  was  the  first  busi- 
ness man  in  Olds  and  he  there  erected  a 
store  building,  twenty  by  forty  feet.     He 


stocked  it  with  a  general  line  of  merchan- 
dise and  he  also  established  a  lumber  and 
coal  yard,  conducting  the  dual  business 
interests  for  about  five  years,  when  he 
sold  out  to  Andrew  Lauger.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  grain  trade  in 
Winfield,  conducting  the  business  for  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  once  more  sold 
out  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to 
general  agricultural  pursuits.  He  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  adjoining  Winfield 
on  the  southwest  and  resided  thereon  for 
eighteen  months,  when  he  disposed  of 
that  property  and  invested  in  eighty  acres 
on  section  3,  Wayne  township.  This  was 
improved  but  he  has  since  replaced  all  of 
the  buildings  with  more  modern,  com- 
modious and  substantial  ones  and  now  has 
a  splendid  farm  which  is  well  tiled  and 
the  fields  have  been  brought  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  so  that  they  yield  rich 
crops  annually.  He  built  his  present  home 
of  seven  rooms  in  1891.  He  has  also 
added  to  his  farm,  extending  the  original 
boundaries  until  it  now  comprises  one 
hundred  and  twentv  acres,  the  additional 
forty  acres  having  been  purchased  in 
1901.  All  is  well  drained  and  the  fields 
are  rich  and  productive.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  he  also  raises  horses, 
cattle  and  hogs. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1884,  Mr. 
Miller  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lizzie  ]\L  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Henry 
county.  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam A.  and  Mary  E.  (Huston)  Reed. 
She  pursued  her  education  in  the  ctMunidn 
schools  and  spent  her  girlhood  days 
under  the  parental  roof.  Three  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union:  Nettie 
Edith,    who    is    the    wife    of   Walter    G. 
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Huston,  a  farmer  residing  in  Washington 
county,  Iowa ;  Nellie  L.  and  Izyel,  both  at 
home.  Mr.  Miller  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Iowa  and  during  the  period  of  more  than 
a  half  century  has  witnessed  the  growth 
and  development  of  this  section  of  the 
state  as  it  has  emerged  from  pioneer  con- 
ditions and  replaced  the  evidence  of  fron- 
tier life  by  the  improvements  of  an 
advanced  civilization.  He  attends  the 
Congregational  church  at  Olds  and  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  democracy 
but  never  seeks  or  desires  office,  prefer- 
ring to  give  his  time  and  energy  to 
his  business  affairs  which  are  capably  con- 
ducted and  bring  him  the  success  which  is 
the  goal  of  all  business  endeavor. 


FRANK  S.  BELL. 


Frank  S.  Bell,  a  member  of  the  bar  of 
Henry  county  engaged  in  practice  in 
Salem  and  also  connected  with  the  firm  of 
Bell  &  Percival,  maintaining  an  office  in 
AA'interset,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Lee  county 
on  the  20th  of  October,  1867,  and  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  old  families  of 
Pennsylvania.  Still  farther  back,  how- 
ever, the  ancestry  can  be  traced  to  the 
great-great-grandfather,  AMlliam  Bell, 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Stewart)  Bell. 
William  Bell  was  born  in  Ireland  of 
Scotch  ancestry  in  1731,  and  died  April 
5,  1819,  and  there  he  married  Elizabeth 
Stewart,  who  was  born  in  Scotland  in 
1737,  died  October  17.  1825,  a  member  of 
the    Stewart   clan   and   if   lee-end   can   be 


proven  was  of  royal  blood.  In  religious 
belief  they  were  L^nited  Presbyterians. 
They  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  the  new 
world,  settling  in  Tuscorora  valley,  Miff- 
lin county,  Pennsylvania,  prior  to  the  year 
1757.  This  William  Bell  was  with  A\^ash- 
ington  at  the  time  of  Braddock's  defeat, 
and  later  served  as  an  officer  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  being  a  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Huntingdon  ( Penn- 
sylvania) presbytery  and  was  a  most 
prominent  and  influential  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  serving  as  a  ruling 
elder  of  his  local  church  in  the  Keystone 
state  at  that  early  day.  He  died  in  Miff- 
lin county,  Pennsylvania  as  did  David 
Bell,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 
The  latter's  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Alice  Allen.  David  Stewart  Bell,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  on  Bell's 
Island  in  the  Juniata  river  in  Mifflin  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  spring  of  1837 
he  came  to  Fort  Madison,  casting  in  his  lot 
with  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  place.  He 
was  the  first  deputy  recorder  of  Lee  coun- 
ty and  became  a  member  of  the  twentieth 
general  assembly  of  Iowa,  the  building  of 
the  new  capitol  being  among  the  measures 
before  the  house  during  this  session.  He 
was  well  fitted  for  leadership  and  did 
much  to  mold  public  thought  and  action 
in  his  community.  A  very  prominent  and 
influential  citizen,  he  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  Lee  county  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1877,  his  re- 
mains being  interred  in  Sharon  cemetery. 
At  Fort  Madison  he  married  Sarah 
Stewart  Rail,  of  Fort  Madison,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Ann  (Mohler)  Rail, 
who  were  pioneer  residents  coming  from 
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Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  were  prominent  early 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Fort  Madison. 

Thomas  Allen  Bell,  father  of  F.  S.  Bell, 
was  born  in  Mifflin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  1845 
came  to  the  middle  west,  settling  in  Cedar 
township,  Lee  county,  where  he  inherited 
a  part  of  the  home  farm.  Here  he  resided 
until  1888,  when  he  removed  to  Salem 
and  for  some  years  was  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  He  was  one  of  the 
patriotic  sons  of  Iowa  and  attempted  to 
enlist  several  times  but  was  rejected  each 
time  on  account  of  his  youth  and  size.  He 
later  was  accepted  and  served  his  country 
as  a  soldier  of  the  Union  army  in  the 
Civil  war,  joining  Company  E,  Forty- 
fifth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  for  one 
hundred  days.  In  politics  he  was  an 
earnest  republican  but  unlike  his  father, 
he  eschewed  public  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  attention  to  his  business  interests 
and  other  duties.  He  belonged  to  the  Odd 
Fellows  lodge  at  Salem,  also  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  he  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Congregational  church,  and 
his  wife  belongs  to  the  Christian  church. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elvira  C. 
Harlan  and  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a 
member  of  the  well  known  Harlan  family. 
Mr.  Bell  passed  away  on  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1893,  but  Mrs.  Bell  still  survives  and 
is  now  residing  in  Salem  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  In  the  family  of  this  worthy 
couple  were  two  daughters  and  a  son, 
Frank  S.  being  the  eldest  of  the  family. 
The  others  are :  Cora  E.,  the  wife  of  John 
Byers.  a  resident  of  Birmingham.  Iowa, 
by    whom    she    has    five    children.    Earl, 


Ethel,  Rhea,  Thelma  and  Frank  Stewart, 
all  born  in  Birmingham ;  and  Grace  E., 
who  is  at  home  with  her  mother.  She  is 
a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  W'esleyan  Uni- 
versity and  is  a  successful  piano  teacher 
in  Salem. 

Frank  S.  Bell  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  afterward 
attended  Whittier  College  in  Salem  and 
Howe's  Academy  in  Mount  Pleasant. 
Having  thus  acquired  a  good  literary 
education  to  serve  as  a  foundation  upon 
which  to  rear  the  superstructure  of  pro- 
fessional knowledge,  he  entered  the  law 
department  of  Drake  L^'niversity  at  Des 
Moines  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1894  with  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  Ijy 
examination,  standing  second  in  a  class  of 
fifty-three  members,  it  being  the  largest 
class  before  the  supreme  court  until  that 
time.  He  returned  at  once  to  Salem  and 
for  six  months  engaged  in  teaching  school 
near  the  city.  He  then  opened  his  law 
office  and  is  still  practicing  here,  being 
the  only  practicing  attorney  in  Salem.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bell  & 
Percival,  of  Winterset.  Iowa.  In  a  pro- 
fession where  advancement  depends  upon 
intellectual  and  individual  merit  he  has 
gradually  worked  his  way  upward  and  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  rising  lawyers  of. 
Henry  county  and  has  represented  the 
leading  financial  interests  of  Salem  in  a 
legal  way.  His  understanding  of  the  law 
is  broad  and  comprehensive  and  accurate 
and  in  the  trial  of  his  cases  he  shows  keen 
discernment,  logical  reasoning  and  force- 
ful presentation  of  his  cause. 

Air.  Bell  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows   societv    and    <^f    the    Knights    of 
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Pythias  fraternity.  He  is  a  republican 
but  has  neither  sought  nor  desired  office. 
He  belongs  to  the  Congregational  church 
and  lives  on  Jackson  street  in  Salem  with 
his  mother,  who  is  a  most  estimable  lady, 
having  a  large  circle  of  warm  'friends 
here.  Mr.  Bell  is  popular  both  socially 
and  professionally  and  his  business  quali- 
fications have  gained  him  a  creditable 
name  and  are  bringing  him  the  sub- 
stantial rewards  of  earnest  and  close 
application. 


ABRAHAM  MUSSER. 

Abraham  Musser,  deceased,  was  an 
active,  enterprising  business  man,  who  at 
his  death  left  to  his  family  a  good  prop- 
erty and  moreover  gave  to  them  as  a 
cherished  inheritance  a  name  which  was 
untarnished.  His  birth  occurred  in  Wayne 
county,  July  23,  1842,  and  he  was  of 
Swiss  lineage,  his  parents.  Christian  and 
Mary  (Conred)  Musser  being  natives  of 
Switzerland.  They  crossed  the  Atlantic 
ocean  on  the  same  ship  in  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  Mr.  Musser 
being  at  that  time  a  lad  of  seven  years  and 
his  future  wife  a  little  maiden  of  five  sum- 
mers. They  were  reared  in  the  same 
neighborhood  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
and  both  his  father  and  mother  and  her 
father  and  mother  died  in  the  same  house 
in  that  county,  all  breathing  their  last 
upon  the  same  bed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chris- 
tian Musser  were  married  in  Ohio  and 
resided  in  the  house  in  which  their  respec- 
tive parents  had  lived. 


Abraham  Musser  was  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  and  was  reared  to  farm 
life  remaining  residents  of  Ohio  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  Iowa,  visiting  in  ^^'ashington  county. 
He  then  returned  to  Ohio  but  he  was  well 
pleased  with  the  west  and  after  three 
years  he  again  came  to  this  state,  where 
for  a  time  he  worked  at  farm  labor.  On 
the  9th  of  November,  1870,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Josephine  Wittmer,  a  native 
of  Alsace,  France,  in  which  country  she 
pursued  her  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  with  her  parents  she  came  to 
America.  After  a  visit  of  two  weeks  in 
Ohio  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Iowa,  and  a  year  later  Mr. 
^^'ittmer  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  upon  which  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  remaining  days,  his  attention  being 
devoted  to  the  improvement  of  his  farm. 
Mrs.  \Vittmer  was  killed  by  being  thrown 
from  a  wagon  on  the  6th  of  Jul}',  1880. 
and  Mr.  Wittmer  dropped  dead  while  on 
a  visit  in  Jefferson  county,  on  the  17th  of 
December.  1884. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  ]\Iusser  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson 
township,  Henry  county,  where  he  lived 
until  the  fall  of  1884,  and  then  removed 
to  Washington  county,  settling  a  mile  and 
a  half  west  of  Crawfordsville,  where  he 
remained  for  eight  years.  On  the  12th 
of  March,  1892,  he  bought  one  hundred 
and  two  acres  of  prairie  land  and  later 
purchased  twelve  acres  of  timber  land, 
lying  across  the  boundary  in  Washington 
county.  The  prairie  farm  is  on  section  5, 
Wayne  township,  and  here  Mr.  Musser 
erected   a   fine   residence,    containing   ten 
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rooms.  He  also  built  a  barn  for  the 
shelter  of  hay,  horses  and  cattle,  also 
good  implement  sheds  and  corn  cribs 
and  he  used  the  latest  improved  machin- 
ery in  carrying  on  his  farm  work.  In 
fact  he  made  his  property  one  of  the  fin- 
est farms  in  the  county  and  laid  many 
rods  of  tiling  upon  his  place,  so  that  the 
fields  were  well  drained  and  thereby 
became  very  productive.  He  carried  on 
general  farming  and  dealt  in  blooded 
horses.  His  business  interests  were  ca- 
pably conducted,  bringing  him  the  success 
which  is  the  goal  of  all  endeavor.  As  the 
years  passed  eight  children  were  added 
to  the  Mus-ser  family,  namely :  Alary, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years; 
Emma,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ; 
Lydia,  the  wife  of  Michael  Miller,  of 
Olds;  Amos,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years ;  Samuel  J.,  at  home ;  Clara, 
the  wife  of  Frank  Miller,  of  AA^ayne  town- 
ship; Margaret,  at  home:  and  John 
Henry,  who  operated  the  farm  until  his 
death  on  April  19,  1906.  The  father  died 
of  pneumonia  !March  10,  1905,  and  his 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Mennonite 
cemetery  near  Xoble,  Washington  county. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Mennonite 
church  and  was  an  earnest  Christian  man, 
whose  life  was  actuated  by  honorable 
principles  and  who  in  all  of  his  relations 
was  straightforward  and  reliable.  He 
voted  with  the  Democracy  but  did  not  care 
for  office  as  he  preferred  to  give  his 
attention  to  business  interests  that  would 
enable  him  to  provide  a  comfortable  liv- 
ing and  pleasant  home  for  his  family.  He 
succeeded  in  what  he  undertook  and  as 
the  years  went  by  developed  a  splendid 
property  which  returned  to  him  a  good 


income.  Those  who  knew  him  respected 
him  for  his  genuine  worth,  admired  him 
for  what  he  accomplished  and  entertained 
for  him  warm  friendship  because  of  his 
fidelity  to  honorable  principles. 


A.  R.  WICKERSHAM. 

A.  R.  Wickersham  was  born  in  Lib- 
erty, Union  county,  Indiana,  in  Alarch, 
1826,  a  son  of  Elihu  and  Miriam  \A'icker- 
sham.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  removed  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Indiana.  His  ancestors  were  all  con- 
nected with  the  Society  of  Friends,  or 
Quakers,  and  he  adhered  to  the  same 
religious  faith.  His  political  support  was 
given  to  the  Free  Soil  party  in  early  life 
but  later  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new 
Republican  party.  He  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace  for  a  time  and  his  public  duties 
were  discharged  with  promptness  and 
capability.  He  died  during  the  early 
childhood  of  his  son,  A.  R.  \\'ickersham. 
and  the  mother  afterward  married  again, 
passing  away  in  1893. 

A.  R.  \\'ickersham  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  school  conducted  by  the  Soci- 
ety of  Friends  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 
and  was  afterward  in  a  printing  office  in 
Union,  that  state,  where  he  learned  the 
trade.  Coming  to  Iowa  he  located  in 
Henry  county,  where  he  learned  the  art 
of  making  daguerreotypes,  having  worked 
for  a  brief  period  at  the  business  before 
taking  up  his  abode  in  Mount  Pleasant  in 
1852.     The  courthouse  at  that  time  stood 
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in  the  middle  of  the  pubhc  square  and 
there  ]\lr.  W^ickersham  conducted  his 
"picture  galler}'.''  Less  than  a  year  after 
his  arrival  in  Mount  Pleasant,  however, 
he  purchased  the  Mount  Pleasant  Obser- 
ver from  Mr.  Galloway  and  Col.  Samuel 
McFarland  became  his  partner  in  the  con- 
duct of  this  enterprise.  Two  or  three 
years  later,  however.  Air.  AA'ickersham 
sold  his  interest  in  the  paper  and  estab- 
lished the  Washington  Press  at  Washing- 
ton, Iowa,  conducting  it  for  fifteen  years. 
He  then  removed  his  family  back  to 
Mount  Pleasant  and  was  steward  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  insane  hospital  for  nearly 
five  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which 
period  he  took  up  his  abode  at  Paola, 
Kansas,  w-here  he  was  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising for  a  year.  Subsequently  he 
was  connected  with  newspaper  publica- 
tion in  Paola  and  Emporia.  Kansas,  and 
on  selling  out  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Smedley  Darlington,  of  Westchester, 
Pennsylvania,  who  was  a  money  loaner 
and  broker.  During  the  Grant  campaign 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  had  charge  of  the 
Iowa  City  Republican  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  made  his  way  to  Chicago, 
where  he  devoted  two  years  to  the  real- 
estate  business.  He  then  returned  to 
Mount  Pleasant  in  ill  health  on  the  12th 
of  January,  1898,  and  his  death  occurred 
on  the  14th  of  December  following  when 
he  was  seventy-two  years  of  age. 

]Mr.  Wickersham  was  married  on  the 
30th  of  November,  1869.  to  ]\Iiss  Ellen 
]\I.  Shaw,  a  native  of  Fredericktown, 
Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Lydia 
Ann  (Clark)  Shaw.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania, 
]March  16.  1808,  and  her  mother  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut.     Mr.  Shaw  was  a 


merchant  and  from  Pennsyh-ania  removed 
to  Ohio,  where  he  was  married.  He  con- 
tinued in  business  at  Mount  Gilead,  Ohio, 
for  several  years  and  was  also  promi- 
nent and  influential  in  public  affairs,  his 
position  in  the  community  being  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  he  was  four  times 
called  to  represent  his  district  in  the  state 
legislature.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
framing  the  laws  of  Ohio  and  was  one  of 
the  active  working  members  of  the  house, 
being  connected  with  many  constructive 
measures,  the  value  of  which  has  been 
proven  as  the  years  have  gone  by.  He 
served  as  a  member  and  president  of  the 
school  board  and  the  cause  of  education 
found  in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  took 
a  deep  and  active  interest  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  a  stalwart  support  to  the 
Republican  party  and  his  home  was  a  sta- 
tion on  the  famous  "underground  rail- 
road" prior  to  the  Civil  war.  He  fed 
many  refugees  and  assisted  them  on  their 
way  to  freedom  in  Canada,  for  he  favored 
the  abolition  movement  and  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  wipe  out  slavery. 
He  was  especially  interested  in  the  Soci- 
ety of  Friends,  or  Quakers,  and  he  con- 
ducted a  department  store  which  drew  its 
patronage  largely  from  that  worthy  reli- 
gious sect.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  line- 
age, while  his  wife  was  of  English  and 
Scotch  descent  and  both  were  devoted 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
early  life.  Mrs.  Shaw  afterward  became 
a  Universalist  and  was  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  that  society  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant. 
Mr.  Shaw  never  joined  that  church  but 
gave  to  that  and  other  religious  societies. 
Continuing  his  residence  in  Ohio  until 
1852,  yir.  Shaw  then  came  to  Iowa, 
settling    in    Mount    Pleasant,    where    he 


HEXRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


537 


built  the  first  three-story  business  block  of 
the  city,  this  being  the  one  in  which  the 
Holland  drug  store  is  now  located.  He 
also  erected  a  pretty  residence  on  Broad- 
wa}^  but  the  land  was  a  corn  field  when 
Mr.  Shaw  purchased  it  for  residence  prop- 
erty. For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  there, 
entering  into  partnership  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  John  Craig,  in  the  establishment 
and  conduct  of  the  first  store  of  this  kind 
in  Mount  Pleasant.  It  was  located  on 
East  Monroe  street  until  the  store  on  the 
corner  of  Jefferson  and  Monroe  was  built. 
They  receiAxd  a  good  patronage  from  the 
village  and  surrounding  district.  Mr. 
Shaw  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  Society  of  Mount  Pleasant  and 
was  buried  by  that  organization.  He  also 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  lodge  in  Ohio. 
Unto  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six  chil- 
dren :  Ansel,  who  died  in  childhood ; 
Ellen  M..  now  Mrs.  Wickersham;  Callie 
S.,  who  married  Albert  March,  a  Quaker, 
but  both  are  now  deceased;  Francis  Mur- 
ray, who  married  Miss  Mary  Cramer  and 
resides  in  Orange,  New  Jersey,  but 
spends  the  summer  months  in  ^^'yoming ; 
Stella  S.,  the  wife  of  James  D.  Cook,  of 
Chicago:  and  Dora  E.,  who  married 
George  D.  Cook  and  died  July  17.  1882. 
Her  husband  resides  in  Orange.  Xew  Jer- 
sey, and  since  her  death  has  married  Vir- 
ginia Sturgis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  when 
called  to  their  final  rest  were  buried  in 
Forest  Home  cemetery  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. Mr.  Shaw  was  tall,  fine  propor- 
tioned and  of  splendid  personal  appear- 
ance, w^ell  fitted  for  leadership  in  public 
life.  He  was  in  close  touch  with  the 
prominent  representatives  of  the  Republi- 


can party  of  Iowa  and  of  Ohio  and 
became  a  valued  factor  in  the  development 
and  growth  of  Mount  Pleasant.  ]\Ir. 
Shaw  was  a  very  prominent  man,  enter- 
prising and  versatile.  He  was  a  great 
reader  and  a  splendid  Bible  student. 
Moreover  he  was  closely  in  touch  with 
the  political  questions  and  problems  of 
the  day  and  was  the  associate  of  all  the 
leaders  of  the  Republican  party  of  Ohio 
and  of  Iowa,  being  a  warm  personal 
friend  of  many.  He  lived  in  Mount 
Pleasant  for  twenty-two  years  and  wit- 
nessed its  growth  from  a  mere  village  to 
a  prosperous  city.  In  1870  Mr.  Shaw  was 
elected  one  of  the  county  board  of  super- 
visors and  held  the  office  until  1873.  F)'-^!'' 
ing  that  time  he  thoroughly  overhauled 
the  railroad  indebtedness,  reducing  it  to 
system  and  order  and  securing  an  advan- 
tageous settlement  with  the  holders  of  our 
county  bonds.  He  was  greatly  respected 
and  beloved  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1874,  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and 
widespread  regret.  He  was  born  March 
16,  1808,  and  removed  to  Ohio  in  1820, 
there  residing  until  he  came  to  Iowa.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  January  2,  181 1. 
passed  away  November  16.  1879.  They 
were  both  tall,  and  people  of  fine  per- 
sonal appearance.  There  was  l)ut  tMie 
sentiment  expressed  concerning  Mr. 
Shaw,  "He  was  a  noble  man."  His  life 
was  characterized  by  industry  and  laud- 
able ambition.  At  all  times  he  was  hon- 
est and  he  was  very  generous,  but  his 
charity  and  benevolence  were  without 
ostentation.  The  funeral  service  was  con- 
ducted by  Rev.  Cole,  who  said:  "There 
has  never  been  an  hour  in  all  the  twenty 
vears  that  I  ha\e  known  lames  1'.  Shaw 
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that  I  would  not  trust  my  life,  my  fortune 
and  temporary  all.  in  his  safely  guarded 
hand."  He  was  just  to  his  enemies  and 
generous  to  his  friends.  His  fellow 
townsmen  displayed  their  faith  in  him  by 
calling  him  to  public  office.  He  served 
as  United  States  marshal  and  was  census 
commissioner  and  whether  in  office  or  out 
of  it  he  was  always  alive  to  the  best 
interests  of  his  community  and  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  promote  public 
progress.  He  passed  away  March  5, 
1874.  "Xight  fell  and  a  hand  as  from 
the  darkness  touched  him  and  he  slept." 
He  was  a  pure-minded  man  of  refined 
and  gentle  disposition.  His  wife  was  a 
remarkable  woman  who  did  not  know 
what  the  word  fear  meant  and  she  was 
indeed  a  faithful  companion  and  help- 
mate to  him  on  life's  journey.  She,  too, 
displayed  splendid  traits  of  character,  so 
that  her  death  was  deeply  deplored  by  all 
who  knew  her. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  \\'ickersham  was 
born  one  child,  Albert,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Henry  county  and  who'  died  at 
the  age  of  six  months.  In  his  political 
affiliation  Mr.  \Mckersham  was  always  a 
stanch  republican,  doing  everything  in  his 
power  to  promote  the  growth  and  insure 
the  success  of  his  party.  He  sers^ed  as 
chairman  of  the  central  committee  of 
Washington,  Iowa,  and  for  eight  years 
was  postmaster  at  that  place  by  appoint- 
ment of  President  Lincoln.  He  also 
served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board 
there  and  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
cause  of  education.  His  fraternal  affilia- 
tion was  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  his  mem- 
bership being  in  Henry  Lodge,  Xo.  10, 
Independent  Order  Odd  Fellows,  and  he 


was  also  a  prominent  Mason.  He 
belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  or 
Quakers,  and  always  remained  true  to  its 
teachings.  His  wife,  however,  was 
reared  in  the  Presbyterian  church  but  is 
now  a  Christian  Scientist.  Mrs.  Wicker- 
sham  has  occupied  an  attractive  cottage  at 
No.  303  East  Washington  street  for 
about  a  year  and  a  half.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  \\'orthington  College  in  Ohio  and 
in  Howe's  Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
in  which  she  spent  about  a  year,  while 
later  she  attended  a  college  in  Delaware, 
Ohio.  She  has  lived  in  various  places 
from  the  xA-tlantic  ocean  to  Colorado  and 
is  an  exceedingly  well  informed  w'oman, 
greatly  beloved  in  her  club  life  and 
throughout  the  community  at  large.  Mr. 
A\'ickersham  was  a  man  greatly  respected 
and  beloved  and  occupied  a  prominent 
position  in  journalistic  circles  in  Iowa.  He 
was  of  a  rather  quiet  and  retiring  dispo- 
sition but  was  a  fluent  writer  upon  all 
subjects  of  the  day  and  he  gave  close  and. 
earnest  consideration  to  every  question 
which  engaged  his  attention.  The  various 
communities  in  which  he  resided  profited 
by  his  connection  therewith.  He  built  a 
residence  and  business  block  while  living 
in  Washington,  where  he  began  the  publi- 
cation of  a  paper  in  1857.  To  him  pro- 
fanity and  rough  language  were  as  utter 
strangers.  His  life  w^as  ever  upright  and 
honorable  and  was  characterized  by  an 
unfaltering  devotion  to  high  and  manly 
principles.  Although  they  lost  their  only 
child  in  early  life  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ^^^icker- 
sham,  prompted  by  the  kindness  of  their 
hearts,  reared  five  boys  in  their  own  home 
from  the  time  they  were  large  enough  to 
work  in  the  printing  office  until  they  grew 
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to  manhood.  Three  are  now  deceased, 
but  one,  Asher  F.  Pay,  is  Hving  in  South 
Dakota  and  is  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture there,  while  the  other,  Philip  Gruisel, 
is  a  prosperous  business  man  of  Indiana. 
Mrs.  Wickersham  has  led  a  life  of  great 
usefulness,  her  years  being  filled  with 
good  deeds  that  have  resulted  in  the  devel- 
opment of  a  beautiful  character.  She  and 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Callie  Marsh,  became 
charter  members  of  the  Mount  Pleasant 
Library  Association,  with  which  they 
were  connected  for  thirty  years.  She 
still  takes  great  interest  in  the  library  and 
her  sister  w^as  treasurer  of  the  association 
and  was  identified  therewith  up  to  her 
death. 


MYRON  B.  MARTIN. 

Myron  B.  Martin,  actively  interested  in 
general  farming  in  Wayne  township,  was 
born  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  October 
25,  1845,  and  is  descended  from  New 
England  ancestry.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents, Isaac  Mitchell  and  Philena 
(Guernsey)  Martin,  were  natives  of 
Woodbury  county,  Connecticut.  Their 
son,  Bennett  Martin,  was  born  in  Litch- 
field, Woodbury  county,  and  when  ten 
years  of  age  went  with  his  parents  to 
Schoharie  county,  New  York,  where  he 
remained  for  about  five  years.  The  fam- 
ily then  drove  to  Ohio  and  he  began  chop- 
ping wood  in  the  midst  of  the  forest. 
When  he  had  reached  adult  age  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Asenath  Smith,  whose 
birth   occurred   in   Warren   county.   New 


York,  and  her  parents  were  Elijah  and 
Asenath  (Woodworth)  Smith,  the  former 
a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  mother 
of  the  Empire  state.  Following  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  Martin 
came  by  wagon  to  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
starting  on  the  6th  of  April  about  the 
time  the  ground  was  breaking  up  and  the 
roads  were  very  muddy.  This  made 
travel  very  difficult  and  they  passed 
through  the  main  street  of  Chicago  when 
it  was  like  a  mortar  bed.  They  reached 
Wayne  township  on  the  21st  of  May  and 
entered  from  the  government  a  tract  of 
land,  which  he  developed,  comprising  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  9.  He 
remained  there  three  years  and  built  a 
house  and  stable  of  logs,  and  in  1852 
some  land  sharks,  taking  advantage  of 
him,  he  lost  the  place  and  afterward 
bought  eighty  acres  on  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  9,  Wayne  township, 
purchasing  the  same  from  the  govern- 
ment at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre. 
There  was  not  a  fence  upon  the  place  nor 
stick  of  wood  of  any  description,  nor  had 
a  furrow  been  turned.  He  built  a  frame 
house  and  stable,  fenced  the  land  and  fur- 
ther continued  the  cultivation,  develop- 
ment, and  improvement  of  the  property 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  loth  of  May,  1876.  His 
wife  long  survived  him,  dying  upon  the 
old  homestead  on  the  8th  of  July,  1891. 
Myron  B.  Martin  was  the  youngest  of 
four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Philena,  the  eldest,  lived  upon  the 
old  home  place  until  her  death,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1904,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  Eliza  Ann  died  at  the  age  of  six 
vears.     Sheridan  S.  Martin  remained  at 


540 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


home  until  December,  1863,  when  he 
responded  to  the  country's  call  for  troops, 
enlisting  as  a  member  of  Company  G, 
Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry.  The  regiment 
was  sent  to  the  south,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  active  duty  and  on  the  226.  of 
July,  1864,  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta  he  was 
taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Andersonville, 
where  he  died  on  the  19th  of  September, 
being  buried  there. 

Since  brought  to  his  present  farm  in  his 
boyhood  days  Myron  B.  iMartin  has 
resided  continuously  upon  this  place,  hav- 
ing here  a  good  tract  of  land  of  forty 
acres  which  responds  readily  to  the  care 
and  labor  he  bestows  upon  it,  the  fields 
annually  yielding  good  harvests.  He  was 
married  on  the  9th  of  January,  1889,  to 
Miss  Hattie  H.  Smith,  who  was  born  in 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Loring 
W.  and  Caroline  (Gardner)  Smith.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  \\'arren  county. 
New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  now 
have  three  children,  Loring  B.,  Edith  L. 
and  Harmon  E,  all  at  home.  The  parents 
are  de\'0ted  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  in  which  Mr.  Martin  has 
served  for  fifteen  years  as  clerk  and  for 
three  years  as  trustee.  Almost  his  entire 
life  has  been  passed  in  this  locality,  for  he 
was  less  than  a  year  old  when  brought 
from  Ohio  to  Henry  county.  In  the  sixty 
years  which  have  since  come  and  gone  he 
has  witnessed  many  changes  as  the  wild, 
unimproved  country  has  been  reclaimed 
and  the  work  of  de\'elopment  has  been 
carried  forward.  There arenow  splendidly 
improved  farms  with  here  and  there  a 
church  and  schoolhouse  to  indicate  the 
intellectual  and  moral  development  of  the 
community.      Towns    and    villages    have 


sprung  up  and  these  are  imbued  with  the 
commercial  and  industrial  life  that  leads 
to  rapid  advancement.  Mr.  Martin  has 
concentrated  his  energies  upon  his  busi- 
ness affairs  with  good  results  and  is 
classed  with  the  enterprising  agricultur- 
ists in  Henry  county. 


MANLY  MENDENHALL. 

Manly  Mendenhall  owns  and  operates 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Salem  township.  He  was  born  in  Morgan 
county,  Ohio,  ]\Iarch  27,  1862,  a  son  of 
Isaac  and  Rachel  (Brown)  Mendenhall, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Amy  (Mitchner)  Brown. 
In  the  year  1865  the  parents  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  set- 
tling in  Salem  township,  where  the  father 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  land  on  section  2.  In  was 
improved  according  to  the  methods  of  the 
times,  but  in  comparison  to  the  farms  of 
today  was  in  quite  a  crude  condition.  In 
the  family  were  four  daughters  and  three 
sons,  of  whom  one  daughter  and  two 
sons  are  now  living.  Both  parents  have 
passed  away,  the  father  having  died  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1904,  and  the  mother  on 
the  1 6th  of  April,  1896.  They  were 
people  of  the  highest  respectability  and 
during  a  long  residence  in  the  county  had 
become  endeared  to  many  friends. 

Manly  Mendenhall,  the  youngest  of  his 
father's    familv.    was    onlv    about    three 
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years  of  age  when  brought  by  his  parents 
to  Iowa  and  here  he  was  reared,  attending 
the  district  schools  of  Salem  township  and 
in  the  summer  months  assisting  in  the 
labors  of  the  fields.  He  has  always  lived 
upon  the  old  home  place  which  his  father 
purchased  on  coming  to  the  county  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  the  property,  which 
under  his  guidance  has  been  transformed 
into  a  valuable  farm,  lacking  in  none  of 
the  modern  improvements  of  the  twen- 
tieth century. 

On  the  ist  of  October,  1895,  Mr.  Men- 
denhall  was  married  to  Miss  Elnora 
Upton,  who  was  born  in  Tippecanoe 
township,  Henry  county,  and  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  common  schools.  Her  parents 
were  James  and  Catherine  (Berry) 
Upton,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ohio.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mendenhall 
have  been  born  two  sons  and  a  daughter : 
John  Francis,  born  September  13,  1896; 
Milton  Leslie,  March  29,  1898;  and 
Birdie  Mildred,  June  12,  1900. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Menden- 
hall erected  some  of  the  buildings  upon 
the  old  home  farm  and  repaired  others. 
He  now  has  an  attractive  home,  contain- 
ing nine  rooms  besides  halls  and  closets. 
He  inherited  eighty  acres  of  land  from  his 
father  and  he  also  owned  a  twenty  acre 
tract  adjoining  and  in  connection  with 
this  property  he  has  forty-one  acres  of 
timber  on  section  4,  Salem  township. 
Each  day  finds  him  busy  with  the  duties 
of  the  farm  as  he  plows  and  plants  his 
crops,  tills  the  soil  and  eventually  gathers 
the  harvests.  He  also  has  good  grades  of 
stock  upon  his  place,  for  in  connection 
with  general  farming  he  raises  horses, 
cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.     Fie  makes  a  spe- 


cialty of  Poland  China  hogs,  having  a 
good  herd  each  year  and  also  about  forty 
head  of  sheep  and  all  of  his  stock  is  of 
good  grades.  Wherever  necessary  Mr. 
Mendenhall  has  tiled  his  land,  transform- 
ing it  from  a  wet  tract  into  a  region  of 
rich  fertility.  He  has  carried  on  the  work 
of  impro^'ement  so  extensively  and  ca- 
pably that  he  today  now  owns  one  of  the 
finest  places  in  the  township.  In  his  busi- 
ness life  he  is  watchful  of  opportunities 
pointing  to  success  and  in  his  utilization 
of  these  has  gained  a  desirable  measure 
of  prosperity  which  is  the  coveted  reward 
of  all  business  endeavor.  He  exercises 
his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the 
men  and  measures  of  the  Republican 
party  and  for  about  five  years  he  has 
•served  as  school  treasurer,  but  otherwise 
has  held  no  office,  preferring  to  concen- 
trate his  energies  upon  his  business  inter- 
ests, in  which  he  has  met  with  signal 
success. 


CHARLES  AUGUST  SWANSON. 

Among  the  leading  citizens  that  Sweden 
has  furnished  to  Henry  county  Charles 
August  Swanson  is  numbered.  He  was 
])orn  August  22d,  1849.  ^  =^011  o^  S.  P.  and 
Christina  Sophia  Swanson.  The  parents 
emigrated  to  the  new  world  and  made 
their  way  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where 
the  father  worked  at  farm  labor  for  two 
\ears,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  in 
the  cultivation  of  a  rented  farm  near 
Burlington,  Iowa.  He  next  removed  to 
lefferson  county,  this  state,  where  he  pur- 


542 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


chased  forty  acres  of  land  covered  with 
brush.  Soon,  however,  he  had  the  tract 
cleared  and  was  cultivating  and  improv- 
ing it,  residing  thereon  until  February, 
1864,  when  he  came  to  Henry  county. 
Here  he  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a 
rented  farm  for  four  years,  after  which 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  a  mile  and  a 
half  south  of  Swedesburg,  there  living  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1893.  His  widow  afterward 
went  to  make  her  home  with  her  children 
and  was  with  a  son  in  Nebraska  at  the 
time  of  her  demise,  which  occurred  in 
June,  1905.  Her  remains,  however,  were 
interred  in  Swedesburg  cemetery. 

Charles  August  Swanson  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  new 
world  and  on  their  various  removals  up 
to  1863,  when  he  left  home  and  joined  an 
uncle  in  Henderson  county,  Illinois,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1865. 
He  then  returned  home'and  was  employed 
as  a  farm  hand  in  the  neighborhood  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  team  and  with  two  brothers 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  21,  Wayne  township, 
becoming  owner  of  the  tract  about  1871. 
They  lived  together  for  two  years,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  seventy  acres  became 
the  individual  property  of  Mr.  Swanson 
of  this  review.  He  improved  the  place, 
building  a  house  and  barn,  drained  the 
land  by  the  use  of  tiling  and  resided 
thereon  until  the  spring  of  1894,  when 
he  removed  to  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  acres  on  sections  16  and  17, 
Wayne  township.  There  was  an  old 
house  and  corn  crib  on  the  place  and  he 
at  once  took  up  the  work  of  further  devel- 


oping and  improving  the  property,  which 
is  now  a  well  equipped  farm,  giving  every 
evidence  of  the  careful  supervision  of  the 
owner,  who  is  painstaking  and  progres- 
sive. He  erected  his  present  residence, 
containing  eight  rooms,  building  a  horse 
barn  thirty-eight  by  twenty-eight  feet 
with  eighteen  foot  posts  and  in  1902  built 
a  cattle  and  hay  shed  forty  by  forty-eight 
feet.  A  year  later,  however,  this  was 
destroyed  by  fire  but  in  1903  he  built  a 
new  shed  of  similar  size.  He  has  put  in 
about  twenty  thousand  tile  so  that  the 
farm  is  well  drained  and  the  fields  are 
thereby  rendered  very  productive.  He 
has  also  planted  seventy-two  apple,  pear 
and  plum  trees,  has  raspberries  and  straw- 
berries and  also  a  good  vineyard  upon  his 
place  and  his  horticultural  pursuits  are 
not  the  least  important  department  of  his 
business.  He  has  also  set  out  about  one 
hundred  pine  trees  for  a  windbreak,  .and 
altogether  his  farm  is  one  of  the  best 
improved  properties  in  his  section  of  the 
county  and  the  owner  is  meeting  with 
creditable  and  gratifying  success. 

On  the  25th  of  December.  1873,  Mr. 
Swanson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  Sophia  Anderson,  who  was  born  in 
Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  May  17,  1850, 
a  daughter  of  Gust  and  Sophia  Anderson, 
both  natives  of  Sweden.  They  became 
residents  of  Jefferson  county  in  1850  and 
it  was  there  that  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swanson  was  celebrated.  Nine 
children  have  been  born  unto  them : 
Everett  G.,  born  November  28,  1S74; 
Nellie  J..  October  5,  1876;  Ella  S.  M., 
July  28.  1881  ;  Minnie  M.,  January  10, 
1883;  Luther  S.,  September  13,  1886; 
Edith  C.,  September  8,    1889:  and  Carl 
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Frederick  S.,  May  24,  1893.  Carl  M. 
and  Minnie  both  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Swanson  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  of  Swedesburg,  which  he  joined 
on  its  organization  in  1864.  He  has  held 
otifices  in  the  church  and  also  political 
positions.  He  acted  as  supervisor  of 
roads  for  one  term  and  he  gives  his  politi- 
cal allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 
The  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been 
passed  in  Iowa  and  he  is  a  western  man  in 
spirit  and  interests,  displaying  in  his  life 
the  qualities  of  enterprise  and  energy 
which  have  been  the  dominant  factors  in 
the  rapid  and  substantial  upbuilding  of 
this  section  of  the  countrv. 


\ATLLIA?iI  EISELE. 

William  Eisele.  who  follows  farming 
and  stock-raising  in  Scott  township,  is  a 
native  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  born  on 
the  9th  of  January,  1868.  His  parents, 
John  J.  and  Magdalena  (Beurer)  Eisele, 
were  also  natives  of  that  country,  and  in 
their  family  were  four  children,  of  whom 
William  was  the  only  son.  At  the  usual 
age  William  Eisele  entered  the  public 
schools,  acquiring  a  fair  education.  He 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  in  his 
native  country  being  connected  with  that 
pursuit  in  Germany  until  his  emigration 
to  America.  On  the  2d  of  October,  1894, 
he  arrived  in  Winfield  and  during  the  first 
year  of  his  residence  in  Henry  county  he 
worked  as  a  farm  laborer  but  desirous 
that  his  efforts  should  more  directly  bene- 


fit himself  he  rented  a  farm  in  Scott 
township  upon  which  he  lived  for  a  year 
and  then  rented  an  adjoining  farm. which 
he  cultivated  for  a  year.  Subsequently  he 
rented  land  in  Louisa  county,  where  he 
lived  for  four  years  and  on  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  invested  the  capital 
which  he  had  saved  from  his  earnings  in  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land  on  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  7,  Scott  township. 
The  purchase  was  made  in  1901  and  he 
has  since  resided  upon  this  farm,  which 
has  greatly  appreciated  in  value  owing  to 
the  care  and  cultivation  which  he  has 
bestowed  upon  it.  He  paid  seventy  dollars 
per  acre  for  the  property  and  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1905  was  offered  one  hundred  and 
ten  dollars.  He  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing and  also  raises  cattle,  hogs  and  horses, 
having  good  grades  of  stock  upon  his 
place,  so  that  his  business  is  proving 
profitable  for  the  products  of  the  fields 
and  pastures  find  a  ready  sale  upon  the 
market. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1894.  Mr. 
Eisele  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Eisele,  who  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Wurtemburg,  Germany, 
being  a  daughter  of  \\'illiam  D.  and  Fred- 
erica  (Zimmer)  Eisele,  who  are  still  liv- 
ing in  the  fatherland.  L^nto  ]Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eisele  of  this  review  have  been 
born  five  children:  Ernest.  July  11, 
1895;  Monfred,  September  4,  1897; 
Laura,  November  11,  1899;  William. 
November  14.  1901  ;  and  Guy,  February 
22.  1904.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  Mr.  Eisele 
votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He  feels 
that  he  made  no  mistake  in  choosing 
America  as  a  place  of  residence  for  he  has 
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benefited  by  its  business  opportunities  and 
through  the  exercise  of  his  own  qualities 
— self-rehance  and  indefatigable  energy, 
he  has  gained  a  most  prominent  place 
among  the  substantial  residents  of  Scott 
township,  where  he  resides. 


HON.  JOHN  FRANCIS  LEECH. 

So  varied  has  been  the  activity  and  so 
valuable  the  service  of  John  F.  Leech  in 
connection  with  the  public  life,  interests 
and  progressive  development  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Henry  county  that  no  his- 
tory of  this  portion  of  the  state  would 
be  complete  without  the  record  of  his  ca- 
reer. Mr.  Leach  first  became  known  to 
the  people  of  Mount  Pleasant  in  1870  as 
a  student  in  Iowa  \Vesleyan  University, 
coming  here  when  a  young  man  of  twen- 
ty-six years.  In  his  early  life,  as  a  stu- 
dent, Mr.  Leech  impressed  his  acquaint- 
ances and  friends  with  his  fine  physique 
and  manly  bearing.  He  was  born  in 
Bloomfield,  Davis  county,  Iowa,  July  9, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Agnes 
(Bell)  Leech.  His  paternal  grandparents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathew  Leech,  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  Pennsylvania  and  subse- 
quently became  residents  of  Guernsey 
county,  Ohio,  where  the  former  devoted 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Gen.  Andrew  Leech,  the  father,  was 
born  in  \\^ashington  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  May,  1807,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  that  state  and  in  Ohio.  His 
own  educational  course  being  completed, 


he  took  up  the  profession  of  teaching 
and  was  also  actively  interested  in  poli- 
tical work  as  a  follower  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son and  an  advocate  of  democratic  prin- 
ciples. He  served  as  clerk  of  the  court  at 
Cambridge,  Ohio,  and  while  residing 
there  was  married  to  Miss  Agnes  Bell, 
of  that  city,  in  1833.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Margaret  (Ferguson) 
Bell,  who  settled  in  Cambridge  in  181 1. 
The  Bell  family  were  of  English  lineage, 
while  the  Fergusons  were  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. The  grandfather,  Francis  Bell, 
was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  the 
L^nited  States  and  settled  in  Ohio,  where 
he  died  at  the  extremely  old  age  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  years.  Robert  Bell  was 
prominent  in  political  circles  in  his  home 
locality,  served  as  sheriff  of  his  county 
and  in  his  business  life  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  farming. 

The  year  1840  witnessed  the  removal 
of  Andrew  Leech  from  Ohio  to  Iowa.  He 
located  in  Van  Buren  county,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  remaining  thereon  un- 
til 1844,  when  he  became  a  resident  of 
Davis  county,  Iowa.  He  also  bought  land 
there  and  cultivated  and  impro^•ed  a  farm 
until  1855,  when  he  retired  from  agricul- 
tural life.  In  1846  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  legislature  of  Iowa,  fol- 
lowing the  admission  into  the  L^nion,  rep^ 
resenting  the  entire  southern  tier  of  coun- 
ties, from  Davis  county  to  the  Missouri 
river.  In  one  county,  Appanoose,  he  re- 
ceived every  vote  cast. 

In  1852  he  was  appointed  deputy  state 
surveyor  general  of  Iowa  and  for  some 
years  followed  government  surveying  in 
western  Iowa,  and  at  a  time  when  their 
party  was  driven  from  their  territory  by 
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hostile  Indians  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  state,  just  before  the  Spirit  Lake  mas- 
sacre, where  many  white  famiHes  were 
slaughtered  and  captured.  In  1855  ^^^ 
was  appointed  receiver  for  the  Iowa  Land 
Office,  under  President  Franklin  Pierce, 
and  re-appointed  by  President  James  Bu- 
chanan in  1856,  with  headquarters  at 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  until  1861.  That  was  during  the 
period  when  much  of  the  Iowa  land  was 
claimed  by  the  settlers  and  the  office  was 
therefore  an  important  one.  During  his 
occupancy  of  the  office  the  entries  of  one 
day  were  four  hundred,  the  largest  num- 
ber ever  made  in  the  history  of  any  office. 
Following  his  retirement  from  that  po- 
sition he  gave  his  attention  largely  to  sur- 
veying until  1864,  when  he  went  to  Vir- 
ginia City,  Montana.  There  he  w'as 
elected  county  treasurer  and  held  the  of- 
fice for  two  terms  at  a  salary,  with  com- 
missions, equivalent  to  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. W^hen  he  again  came  to  this  state 
in  1868  he  located  in  Bloomfield  and  there 
purchased  a  farm  but  retired  from  active 
business  cares.  He  lived  in  the  town  of 
Bloomfield  and  was  interested  in  its  ad- 
vancement. He  served  as  president  of  the 
school  board  for  many  years  and  was, 
during  the  construction  of  the  court- 
house, chairman  of  the  building  commit- 
tee. His  death  occurred  in  1886,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1901.  During  the 
hour  of  his  funeral  service  every  business 
house  in  his  home  town  was  closed  as  a 
mark  of  respect  and  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  was  held.  He  had  been  an  act- 
ive and  valued  factor  in  public  life  in 
various  sections  of  this  state,  holding  po- 
sitions of  honor  and  trust.     His  citizen- 


ship was  irreproachable.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  were  devoted  Christians,  in  the 
Bloomfield   Presbyterian  church. 

Hon.  John  F.  Leech  acquired  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Bloom- 
field, Iowa,  and  afterwards  continued  his 
studies  in  Montana,  while  at  Virginia 
City,  Montana.  While  his  father  held  a 
government  position  he  secured  the  ap- 
pointment as  cadet  to  the  ]^Iilitary  School, 
at  West  Point,  New  York,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  His  mother  objected  to 
his  accepting,  having  lost  a  brother  in  the 
service — David  Bell,  the  first  cadet  from 
Iowa.  He  would  not  go  without  his  moth- 
er's consent,  to  whom  he  was  most  devot- 
ed, and  it  was  given  up  by  him.  The  fam- 
ily soon  thereafter  returned  to  the  former 
home  at  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  when  Mr. 
Leech  came  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  en- 
tered Iowa  Wesleyan  University  in  1870 
to  complete  his  college  course.  During 
his  period  in  college  he  showed  marked 
literary  ability  and  was  connected  with  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Joitnial  printing  office, 
and  subsequently  from  June,  1874,  to 
June,  1876,  after  his  graduation,  was  con- 
nected in  its  editorial  management  at  the 
same  time  pursuing  the  study  of  law.  He 
graduated  from  Iowa  W^esleyan  Univer- 
sity with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree,  in 
the  class  of  1874.  Since  graduation  he  had 
served  many  times  as  president  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  in  which  he  was 
deeply  interested  and  never  missed  an  an- 
nual meeting.  He  continued  his  reading 
law  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  by  ex- 
amination before  the  supreme  court  in 
1877.  The  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  was 
also  conferred  on  him.  Having  been  li- 
censed to  practice,  Mr.  Leech  located  in 
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Mount  Pleasant,  and  through  previous  fa- 
vorable acquaintance  was  soon  recognized 
as  a  competent  trial  lawyer  before  the 
court.  His  work  from  his  choice  was 
largely  that  of  counsellor  in  office  prac- 
tice, and  as  he  told  the  writer,  he  would 
prefer  to  be  known  as  a  peacemaker  rath- 
er than  a  trial  lawyer,  his  ideas  of  law  and 
the  ideal  lawyer  was  of  a  high  order. 

He  continued  one  of  the  prominent  at- 
torneys of  the  city  until  the  failure  of  his 
health  in  December,  1902.  when  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  active  work  of 
the  profession.  He  was  an  earnest 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy, 
had  frequently  served  on  the  county  com- 
mittee, always  recognized  as  an  effective 
campaign  worker  and  speaker  and  had 
contributed  many  articles  to  the  press  in 
support  of  democratic  doctrines  and  mu- 
nicipal ownership. 

Early  and  during  his  long  residence 
here  Mr.  Leech  had  been  appointed  to 
various  positions  of  trust  and  honor  on 
the  school  board,  the  official  board  of  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  trus- 
tee of  the  Iowa  ^^^esleyan  University  and 
trustee  of  the  public  library.  But  as  mayor 
of  our  city  had  an  unparalleled  record, 
serving  in  that  capacity  covering  a  pe- 
riod of  twenty  years,  and  during  a  period 
when  the  most  vital  interests  of  the  city 
were  at  stake.  His  fellow  citizens  recog- 
nizing his  worth,  called  him  to  the  office 
of  mayor  in  1884,  and  five  times  was  he 
re-elected  to  that  position.  What  higher 
testimonial  of  his  capability  could  be 
given?  During  his  service  as  the  chief 
executive  of  Mount  Pleasant  an  attempt 
was  made  to  force  upon  the  people  a  sys- 
tem of  water  works,  altogether  unsuitable, 


and  he  took  a  firm  stand  against  it,  thus 
saving  the  city  an  expenditure  of  fifty 
thousands  dollars,  until  more  suitable 
measures  were  brought  about.  He  held 
advanced  ideas  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
equality  and  welfare  of  the  individual. 

We  quote  from  a  newspaper: 

"The  water  question  had  been  an  un- 
solved, but  ever  present  issue  for  many 
years.  A  pretended  expert,  representing 
the  Innman  A\^ater  Company,  from  New 
York  city,  visited  our  city  unhesitatingly 
decided  against  our  obtaining  water  in 
any  adequate  supply  from  the  region 
around  the  'Tracy  Pond.'  After  inves- 
tigation he  decided  in  favor  of  'Big  Creek' 
southwest  of  town,  as  the  only  place  that 
could  be  relied  upon.  This  decision  held 
as  reliable,  the  contract  at  an  extrava- 
gant price  to  construct  the  water  works, 
was  awarded  to  the  Innman  Company. 
The  works  when  completed  were  never 
satisfactory,  never  filled  the  conditions 
of  the  contract,  and  Mr.  Leech,  as  mayor, 
firmly  refused  to  receive  them  from  the 
contractors,  or  to  sign  the  contract  with 
the  Innman  Company.  For  this  he  was 
severely  criticised  at  the  time,  but  after- 
wards his  course  was  highly  commended 
as  it  resulted  in  saving  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  the  taxpayers  that  would  other- 
wise have  been  sacrificed  without  benefit 
to  the  city. 

"His  views  as  to  city  ownership  as  well 
known,  were  pronounced  and  decided.  He 
entered  into  the  fight  to  win  and  spared 
himself  no  labor  or  expense  until  the  ob- 
ject was  accomplished  and  the  city  was 
the  absolute  owner  of  its  own  water  and 
electric  light  plant. 

"In  his  years  of  struggle  for  these  re- 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


549 


forms,  as  stated  in  his  own  words  in 
March,  1899:  'In  my  relations  with  the 
city  councils  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  it 
has  been  my  unpleasant  duty  to  disagree 
with  a  majority  of  every  council  with 
wdiich  I  was  connected  except  that  of 
'I886.  Each  of  those  questions  at  issue 
involved  what  I  deemed  a  reckless  ex- 
penditure of  money  in  the  interests  of  pri- 
vate corporations.' 

"Many  in  his  then  position,  would  have 
chosen  the  easier  course  with  the  ma- 
jority and  thus  have  sacrificed  the  finan- 
cial interests  of  the  city.  But  Mr.  Leech's 
distinguishing  characteristic  was  his  faith- 
fulness to  every  trust.  He  never  hesitated 
to  sacrifice  if  need  be,  self,  selfish  interests, 
even  popularity,  for  what  he  firmly  held 
to  be  the  public  good. 

"Mr.  Leech,  above  all  things  else,  de- 
spised shams,  pretense  and  hypocrisy,  and 
was  at  times  severe  in  his  denunciation  of 
all  such.  For  this  he  has  been  adjudged 
uncharitable,  unjust,  but  never  insincere. 
He  earnestly  left  the  indignation  he  ex- 
pressed. So  clearly  did"  he  see  the  error, 
so  much  did  he  desire  the  good,  that  in 
seeming  he  lost  patience,  and  in  expres- 
sion was  severe. 

"Yet,  in  reality,  was  he  ever  more  se- 
vere than  in  the  example  of  the  Divine 
Master  in  his  time,  in  his  rebuke  and  de- 
nunciation of  all  such,  or  than  that  grand 
old  apostle  Paul,  when  he  said  in  his  in- 
dignation, over  the  opposition  of  one 
whose  selfish  greed  sought  to  turn  away 
the  truth  seekers  from  the  faith :  'Oh,  full 
of  all  subtility  and  all  mischief,  thou  child 
of  the  devil,  thou  enemy  of  righteousness 
wilt  thou  not  cease  to  prevert  the  right 
ways  of  the  Lord?'" 


In  1895,  after  an  interval  of  four  years, 
he  was  re-elected  to  the  office  of  mayor  at 
which  time  the  issue  before  his  fellow- 
townsmen  was  the  municipal  ownership 
of  the  electric  light  plant,  which  was 
brought  about  and  the  Mount  Pleasant 
electric  light  plant  is  called  Leech's  monu- 
ment." He  had  only  kind  feeling  towards 
his  fellowmen  whom  he  opposed  and 
these  battles  that  wore  him  out  were  not 
personal,  but  for  a  principle  and  for  the 
people  he  served.  Mr.  Leech  never  lost 
interest  in  city  affairs  after  retiring  from 
his  position  as  mayor.  He  was  ever  quick 
to  notice  the  real  meaning  and  intent  of 
every  proposed  action  in  the  conduct  of 
the  business  of  the  city.  He  was  more 
than  anxious  that  municipal  ownership 
should  prove  the  success  here  that  it  had 
in  other  places  and  grieved  over  every 
mistaken  appointment  or  failure.  After  his 
years  of  experience  in  city  affairs,  and 
realizing  how  cities  suffered  in  the  way  of 
granting  franchises,  he  framed  and  was 
author  of  a  bill  and  secured  its  passage 
through  the  legislature  by  the  instrumen- 
tality of  his  friend.  Senator  W.  H.  Taylor, 
of  Bloomfield,  that  prevents  any  city  in 
Iowa  from  granting  a  franchise  by  the 
city  council  for  electric  light  or  water 
works,  without  the  question  being  sul> 
mitted  to  the  people.  The  law  is  now  on 
the  statute  books  of  the  state  and  is  a 
valuable  safeguard  to  its  citizens.  His 
endeavors  in  this  direction  won  for  Mr. 
Leech  a  reputation  that  made  liim  known 
throughout  the  state,  and  he  was  called 
to  Des  Moines  to  meet  with  five  of  the 
prominent  mayors  of  Iowa,  who  felt  the 
need  of  a  mo\enient  to  protect  the  citizens 
of  the  state  and  as  the  result  of  this  move- 
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ment  there  was  organized  the  Alunicipal 
League  of  Iowa,  he  being  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  committee,  became  one  of  the 
five  charter  members  of  the  league,  which 
is  now  such  an  important  factor  in  the 
municipal  interests  and  publishes  a  maga- 
zine called  Tlic  Midland  Municipalities. 
Mr.  Leech  was  prominently  mentioned  by 
the  papers  throughout  the  state  for  gov- 
ernor, was  honored  with  various  of- 
fices in  the  league,  was  a  contributor 
to  its  magazine,  and  delivered  an  excep- 
tionally fine  address  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa, 
at  the  annual  session  of  the  league,  held  in 
1 90 1,  which  was  afterwards  requested 
published  in  pamphlet  form.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  address  was  "Electric  Light- 
ing along  Municipal  Lines." 

Mr.  Leech  served  the  people  of  his  city 
most  faithfully,  giving  a  public  spirited 
administration  characterized  by  measures 
of  reform  and  progress,  which  have  re- 
sulted beneficially  and  have  been  and  are 
far-reaching  in  their  effects. 

On  the  28th  of  September.  1886,  John 
F.  Leech  was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Eve- 
lyn ReQua,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sa- 
rah E.  (Brown)  ReQua.  Her  father  was 
a  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant  for  some 
years  and  was  proprietor  of  a  book  store 
as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Hatch  &  Re- 
Qua. The  family  is  of  French  lineage  and 
was  founded  in  the  L'nited  States  at  an 
early  period  in  the  colonization  of  this 
country.  Mrs.  Leech  was  educated  in 
low^a  Wesleyan  University  and  Mount 
Pleasant  Seminary,  being  graduated  from 
the  latter  in  the  class  of  1874.  She  is  a 
lady  of  superior  culture,  refinement,  and 
business  ability  as  well  as  of  excellent  edu- 
cation and  for  many  years  has  been  promi- 


nently connected  with  the  Ladies'  Li- 
brary Asociation.  of  which  she  was  vice- 
president  at  the  time  its  library  was 
converted  into  a  public  project,  securing  a 
gift  from  Carnegie  for  the  erection  of  the 
library  building.  She  is  also  a  leading 
member  of  the  Women's  Library  Club. 
Among  her  ancestors  were  many  soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  she  now  be- 
longs to  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leech 
held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church  and  he  served  as  one  of  its 
trustees  and  contributed  in  substantial 
measure  to  its  upbuilding  and  growth.  He 
was  also  a  trustee  of  the  public  library, 
and  his  life  was  that  of  an  exemplary 
Christian  man,  whose  aim  was  to  live 
right  and  follow  God  and  forget  creeds. 
Fraternally  he  was  connected  wdth  Mount 
Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  8,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  also  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He 
was  justh'  accounted  one  of  the  distin- 
guished and  representative  men  of  Mount 
Pleasant.  No  other  citizen  had  so  long  oc- 
cupied the  chair  of  mayor  and  he  is  with- 
out a  superior  in  his  administration  of  the 
office  in  his  devotion  to  the  public  good 
and  in  his  championship  of  measures  that 
have  been  of  the  utmost  value  to  the 
community.  His  life  was  that  of  an  ex- 
emplary Christian  man,  whose  aim  was 
to  live  right. 

After  retiring  from  the  office  of  mayor 
Mr.  Leech  re-opened  his  law  office  on  the 
south  side  of  the  square  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  was  favored  with  his 
share  of  the  patronage  of  the  county.  He 
was  a  great  friend  of  the  old  soldiers  and 
made  a  special  study  of  pension  law  and 
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was  glad  to  be  of  service  to  the  wearers 
of  the  blue.  It  was  three  years  ago, 
while  in  his  office  that  he  was  suddenly 
stricken  with  paralysis,  the  result  of  the 
nervous  strain  he  had  for  years  under- 
gone, and  for  some  time  was  thought  to 
be  in  a  critical  condition.  Eventually  he 
rallied  so  that  his  friends  felt  almost  con- 
fident of  his  complete  recovery.  Every- 
thing" that  thoughtful  interest,  medical 
skill,  and  affection  could  do  to  promote  his 
recovery  was  done,  during  the  past  three 
years.  While  Mr.  Leech  was  able  to  direct 
his  business,  but  unable  to  look  after  it 
in  person,  ]\Irs.  Leech,  devoted  compan- 
ion, carried  the  responsibilities  of  the 
home  and  office  and  in  every  way  brought 
encouragement  to  him.  So  deep  was  his 
interest  in  every  political  movement,  that 
he  could  not  hold  himself  aloof  from 
places  where  the  intensity  and  excitement 
was  such  that  in  his  condition  it  was  peril- 
ous. Thus  the  fond  hopes  of  his  friends 
for  his  complete  recovery  were  shattered 
and  his  steady  decline  manifest.  One  year 
ago  the  family  spent  the  winter  in  Long 
Beach,  California ;  this  year  they  went  to 
the  Gulf  Coast,  Biloxi,  Mississippi.  He 
seemed  cheerful  and  hopeful,  and  enjoyed 
the  change  and  the  climate  while  at  the 
Maycock  cottage  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi.  He 
passed  away  on  the  afternoon  of  February 
9,  1906.  His  passing  away  was  sudden 
and  painless.  Thus  closed  a  well  spent, 
well  rounded  Christian  life,  filled  with 
kind  acts  and  work  for  public  interests. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  Biloxi,  and 
the  remains  brought  to  the  old  home  for 
interment.  Beautiful  and  impressive  ser- 
vices were  held  at  the  First  ?vl.  E.  church 


on  February  18,  1906,  and  the  body  of 
John  F.  Leech,  one  of  Mount  Pleasant's 
most  prominent  men,  was  laid  to  rest  in 
Forest  Home  cemetery.  Mr.  Leech  was 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge,Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Alasons,  and  a  member 
of  Henry  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  The  service  was  in  charge 
of  Dr.  Spaulding.  Dr.  Swickard  gave  the 
address  his  theme,  being,  "If  a  Man  Die 
Shall  He  Live  Again?"  The  address  was 
beautiful  in  diction,  and  clear  in  thought. 
The  large  audience  room  of  the  church 
was  scarcely  sufficient  to  accommodate  the 
people  who  attended.  Kindness  and  love 
were  shown  by  him  to  his  own  family  and 
to  the  people  of  his  city,  many  of  whom 
had  received  some  kindness  at  his  hands, 
and  he  had  won  a  place  in  the  affections 
of  all  classes  of  people.  The  following 
just  and  beautiful  tribute  was  paid  him  by 
a  brother  member  of  the  Henry  county 
bar. 

When  it  was  announced  that  our 
friend  had  passed  away  in  the  distant 
southland,  there  came  to  my  mind  those 
beautiful  lines,  which  have  been  sung  so 
often  in  the  hour  of  bereavement : 

"Lead  kindly  light,  amid  the  encircling 
gloom, 

Lead  thou  me  on ! 
The  night  is  dark,  and  I  am  far  from 
home ; 

Lead  thou  me  on!" 

Again  we  stand  in  the  presence  of  that 
great  mystery  called  death.  \\t  cannot 
fathom  its  secrets.  We  cannot  under- 
stand   its    purposes.      It    is    so    hard    and 


DD-^ 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


cruel.  It  breaks  a'simder  the  warmest 
ties  of  affection.  It  takes  away  the 
child,  innocent  and  beautiful  as  a  flower. 
It  spares  not  the  husband,  upon  whom  the 
helpless  are  dependent.  It  blights  the 
home.     It  crushes  the  heart. 

Why  this  sorrow?  Why  this  grief? 
Why  this  anguish?  To  these  questions 
we  cannot  make  answer.  We  do  not 
know.  But  let  us  try  to  have  faith  that 
all  is  well.  With  the  prophet  and  the 
psalmist  and  the  saint  let  us  believe  that 
those  who  have  passed  through  the  val- 
ley of  the  shadow  of  death  would  not  re- 
turn. 

And  may  we  not  believe,  also,  that 
death  redeems  the  living?  Does  it  not 
soften  our  asperities?  Does  it  not  oblit- 
erate our  differences?  Does  it  not  make 
us  kinder  and  sweeter  and  gentler  in 
sj)irit?  Does  it  not  increase  our  charity? 
Does  it  not  make  love  more  abundant? 
Does  it  not  enable  us  to  look  into  each 
other's  souls,  and  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
infinite  ? 

John  F.  Leech  died,  as  it  were,  in  a 
strange  land.  Before  he  went  away  he 
came  to  see  me,  and  tarried  for  a  few 
brief  moments.  His  hand  trembled.  His 
step  faltered.  His  body  was  weak  and 
worn.  His  last  words  to  me  were  spoken 
in  behalf  of  a  friend.  While  death  hov- 
ered o'er  him  he  performed  a  service  for 
another.  As  he  arose  to  go  I  assisted 
him  as  best  I  could,  and  said  good-bye. 
Alas !  It  was  good-bye  forever— no.  not 
forever. 

Then  began  the  journey  to  the  south. 
Hope — wonderful,  w^onderful  quality  of 
the  human  heart — still  lingered.  He  was 
cheered  and  sustained  bv  those  he  loved. 


The  balmy  air  and  the  warm  sunshine 
seemed  to  give  him  new  life.  But  all 
was  in  vain — in  vain  the  long  journey — 
in  vain  the  hope — in  vain  the  prayer. 

And  today  he  is  with  us  again,  but  his 
eyes  are  closed,  and  his  lips  are  silent.  Yet 
as  he  lies  here,  sticken  and  helpless,  he  re- 
calls to  us  an  earnest  and  a  most  useful 
life. 

John  F.  Leech  loved  his  country.  He 
was  deeply  interested  in  its  past  and  pro- 
foundly concerned  as  to  its  future.  He 
was  not  afraid  to  take  advanced  positions 
upon  public  questions.  He  never  stopped 
to  inquire  whether  he  was  on  the  side  of 
minority  or  the  majority.  He  was  al- 
ways fearless.  He  was  always  steadfast. 
He  was  always  loyal  to  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  right.  As  one  who  dift'ered  from 
him,  I  am  glad  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
honesty  of  his  conviction,  and  to  the  pu- 
rity of  his  purpose. 

He  loved  his  city.  Many  times  he  was 
elected  to  the  highest  position  in  the  gift 
of  the  people.  Necessarily  there  were 
political  contests,  but  friend  and  foe  agree 
that  he  was  an  incorruptible  public  serv- 
ant. No  man  ever  questioned  his  honesty. 
No  man  ever  doubted  his  integrity. 

He  loved  our  university,  which  was 
proud  to  claim  him  as  one  of  its  sons.  He 
loved  to  walk  in  the  shadows  of  its  stately 
trees.  He  loved  to  think  of  other  days, 
when  within  its  classic  walls  he  dreamed 
the  dreams  of  youth.  He  loved  to  mingle 
with  those  who  came,  from  time  to  time, 
to  view  again  the  old  familiar  scenes.  But 
the  places  which  knew  him  shall  know  him 
no  more. 

He  loved  his  fellow  men.  I  know  of 
no  higher  tribute  than  to  sav  that  he  was 
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the  friend  of  the  poor.  They  came  to 
him  at  all  times  and  in  ah  places — came 
with  their  troubles  and  sorrows.  Let  it 
be  said  that  no  one  was  ever  turned  away. 
And  today  many  unknown  hearts  are 
heavy  and  sad  because  their  friend  is  no 
longer  with  us. 

John  F.  Leech  was  true  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life.  Doubtless  temptations  came 
to  him,  as  they  come  to  other  men.  but 
he  never  yielded.  His  character  may  be 
summed  up  in  the  declaration  that  he 
never  betrayed  a  trust. 

But  he  is  gone,  and  we  shall  miss  him. 
Li  his  great  affliction  he  became  very  dear 
to  us.  Suffering  draws  us  closer  and 
closer  together.  We  learn  to  know  each 
other  better,  and  begin  to  understand  the 
strange  ministry  of  pain.  And  in  the  days 
to  come  our  hearts  will  often  exclaim : 

"But  oh,  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished 

hand. 
And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still." 

But  what  a  comfort  to  know  that  he  is 
now  at  peace.  His  trials  are  o'er.  The 
weary  body  is  at  rest.  The  spirit  is  no 
longer  troubled.  Yea,  though  the  clouds 
may  gather  and  the  storms  may  rise,  he 
is  at  peace. 

Then,  farewell,  friend.  Then,  fare- 
well, brother.  Farewell — farewell — fare- 
well— till  "in  some  brighter  clime,  we 
shall  bid  you  good  morning." 

The  sentiment  of  this  poem  was  espe- 
cially cherished  by  Mr.  Leech  and  was  the 
last  clipping  made  by  him.  It  is  a  true 
index  to  the  character  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  John  F.  Leech. 

If  I  can  let  into  some  soul  a  little  light, 


If  I  some  pathway  dark  and  drear  can 
render  bright, 

If  I  to  one  in  gloom  can  show  the  sunny 
side, 

Though  no  reward  I  win,  I  will  be  satis- 
fied. 

If  I  to  some  one  can  reveal  a  nobler  view 
Of  life  and  work ;  if  I  can  reach  some 

spirit  true 
With  but  one  word,  if  that  word  means 

his  betterment. 
Though  without  recognition,  I  shall  die 

content. 

If  I  can  serve  the  cause  of  truth  and  lib- 
erty. 

If  I  by  deed  or  song  can  help  to  make 
men  free, 

If  I  can  lift  some  burden  from  the  toiling 
poor. 

Although  unknown  and  friendless,  I  will 
ask  no  more. 

If  I  can  add  one  little  spark  to  the  world's 

love, 
If  I  can  show  the  inward  path  that  leads 

to  God  above. 
If  I  can  give  some  comfort  to  a  soul  in 

pain, 
Though  nameless,  I  shall  feel  that  life  is 

not  in  vain. 

If  I  can  show  the  beauty  of  m}-  inmost 

dream — 
The  temples  of  the  coming  age  with  light 

agleam — 
And  thus  can  help  the  world  progress  to 

brotherhood, 
I'll  feel  that  life  is  sweet  to  me  and  God 

is  jjood. 
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If  I  can  win  some  soul  to  see  the  higher 
way, 

If  I  can  help  somewhat  to  bring  the  bet- 
ter day. 

If  I  can  feel  my  work  and  words  have 
others  blessed. 

In  silent  satisfaction  I  will  seek  my  rest. 


WILLIAM  MOXLEY. 

\\^illiam  Moxley  owns  and  operates  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  three  acres  on 
section  i8,  Salem  township,  giving  his 
attention  to  the  general  cultivation  of  the 
fields  and  to  stock-raising,  his  specialty 
being  short-horn  cattle  and  Poland  China 
hogs.  He  was  born  in  Van  Buren  county, 
Iowa,  October  14,  1864.  and  is  a  typical 
representative  of  the  progressive  spirit  of 
the  age,  which  has  been  the  dominant  fac- 
tor in  bringing  about  the  present  advanced 
conditions  and  prosperity  of  Iowa.  His 
paternal  grandfather.  Thomas  Moxley, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Murphy,  who  was  also  born  in 
that  state.  Their  son,  John  Moxley,  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in 
Fayette  county,  Pennsyh-ania,  and,  hav- 
ing arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  wedded 
Grace  Piersel,  whose  parents  were  Jere- 
miah and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Biel)  Piersel, 
who  were  natives  of  Scotland,  although 
their  daughter  was  born  in  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Coming  to  the 
west  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  ]\Ioxley  made 
their  way  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  but 
soon   afterward   took   up  their   abode   in 


Van  Buren  county.  They  arrived  in  this 
state  in  1857,  in  which  year  many  families 
came  from  Pennsylvania  and  established 
homes  in  this  part  of  Iowa.  In  the  year 
1867  John  Moxley  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  a  farm  in  Salem  township,  purchas- 
ing about  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
on  sections  17  and  18.  A  log  house  had 
been  built  and  the  family  took  up  their 
abode  there,  the  parents  continuing  to 
occupy  it  until  1893,  when  Ivlr.  Moxley 
erected  a  frame  dwelling.  The  log  cabin 
w^as  destroyed  by  fire  in  1901.  As  the 
years  passed  and  he  prospered  in  his 
undertakings  i\Ir.  Moxley  purchased  more 
land  until  he  owned  at  one  time  several 
hundred  acres.  He  eventually,  however, 
sold  all  but  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
which  he  retained  to  the  time  of  his  death 
on  the  26th  of  April,  1903.  He  was  then 
seventy-six  years  of  age,  having  been 
born  on  the  22d  of  April,  1827.  His  wife 
spent  the  year  following  his  death  on  the 
old  homestead  and  then  removed  to  Hills- 
boro,  Iowa,  where  she  rented  a  dwelling 
until  1905.  when  she  purchased  a  resi- 
dence and  lot.  There  she  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  with  her  eldest 
daughter. 

William  Moxley  of  this  review  was  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven 
sons  and  six  daughters  and  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  upon  the  home  farm.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  com- 
mon schools  and  he  afterward  attended 
\Miittier  College,  at  Salem,  Iowa,  and 
Howe's  Academy,  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
being  thus  well  c[ualified  through  educa- 
tional advantages  for  the  practical  and 
responsible  duties  of  life.  He  worked  at 
farm  labor  when  not  busv  with  his  text- 
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books  and  continued  upon  the  old  home- 
stead until  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
which  was  celebrated  on  the  nth  of 
October,  1894,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Lillie  M.  Davidson,  a  native 
of  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  Ann  (Oaks)  David- 
son, also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  state. 
The  children  of  this  marriage  were: 
Gladys,  who  died  in  infancy;  Pearl,  who 
is  residing  with  her  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Moxley;  and  Earl,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  Janu- 
ary I,  1900,  and  her  remains  were 
interred  in  the  Hillsboro  cemetery.  On 
the  1 6th  of  October,  1902,  Mr.  Moxley 
was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Emma  (Taylor)  Shell- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Salina,  Iowa,  and 
was  the  widow  of  Louis  Green  Shellman. 
There  were  two  children  by  that  mar- 
riage, Courtney  C.  and  Rollie  T.  Shell- 
man.  Her  parents  were  \\''illiam  and 
Elizabeth  (Archibald)  Taylor,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  By  the  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moxley  there  were  two  chil- 
dren: John  William,  born  October  15, 
1903 ;  and  Orval  Paul,  born  February 
26,  1905. 

Following  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Mox- 
ley lived  for  two  years  upon  the  old  home- 
stead and  then  removed  to  Van  Buren 
countv.  where  he  engaged  in  the  opera- 
tion of  rented  land  until  after  the  death 
of  his  first  wife.  He  then  took  a  trip  to 
the  Pacific  coast,  visiting  Oregon.  Cali- 
fornia and  other  points  in  the  west,  being 
seven  months  away  from  home.  The  fol- 
lowing summer  he  rented  the  old  farm 
homestead,  which  he  cultivated  for  a  vear. 


after  which  he  spent  a  year  in  Jefferson 
county,  Iowa.  He  then  returned  to  the 
old  home  farm  on  which  he  li\'ed  until  the 
fall  of  1905,  when  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  three  acres  of  land  on  section  18, 
Salem  township,  of  which  fifteen  acres 
was  timber.  He  took  up  his  abode  upon 
this  farm  and  has  since  given  his  time  and 
energies  to  its  further  development  and 
cultivation.  He  carries  on  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  annually  harvesting 
good  crops  and  in  addition  he  also  raises 
stock,  making  a  specialty  of  short-horn 
cattle,  Poland  China  hogs  and  draft 
horses.  His  business  in  these  difierent 
departments  is  carefully  conducted  and 
his  close  application  and  energy  constitute 
the  basis  of  his  success.  He  is  well 
known  in  this  part  of  the  state  where 
almost  his  entire  life  has  been  passed  and 
where  good  qualities  insure  him  the  con- 
tinued regard  of  his  fellow  men.  He 
belongs  to  the  Freewill  Baptist  church  at 
Hillsboro  and  also  to  the  Modern  \\'oocl- 
men  camp  there. 


NELS  PETERSON. 

Among  the  energetic,  enterprising  l)usi- 
ness  men  of  Henry  county  is  numbered 
Xels  Peterson,  who  is  connected  with 
agricultural  and  banking  interests.  His 
has  been  a  notable  record  in  that  he  has 
won  advancement  entirely  through  his 
own  unaided  efforts  and  he  belongs  to 
that  class  of  citizens,  who,  while  promot- 
ing individual  success  also  advance  the 
general  welfare.     He  was  b(-)rn  in  Gales- 
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burg,  Illinois,  October  9,  1857,  his  par- 
ents being  Benjamin  and  Hannah 
(Youngren)  Peterson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Sweden.  They  were 
farming  people  and  in  1853  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America,  being  for  six  weeks 
passengers  on  a  sailing  vessel.  Landing 
in  New^  York  they  made  their  way  west- 
ward to  Knoxville,  Illinois,  traveling  by 
train  from  New  York  to  Peoria  and 
thence  across  the  state  to  their  destina- 
tion. They  conducted  a  boarding  tent  for 
railroad  employes  for  a  time,  but  Mr. 
Peterson  soon  afterward  went  to  Gales- 
burg  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad  Company.  In  the  spring 
of  1868  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Swedesburg,  Iowa,  and  purchased  twenty 
acres  of  unimproved  land  upon  which  he 
built  a  house.  During  the  process  of  its 
construction  he  lived  with  Charles  Hult, 
of  Swedesburg,  and  in  the  late  fall  of  1868 
he  removed  to -his  little  farm,  whereon  he 
spent  his  remaining  days.  That  he  pros- 
pered in  his  undertakings  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  he  added  forty  acres  to  the 
original  tract  and  carried  on  farming  up 
to  the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred 
in  1883.  His  widow  afterward  went  to 
live  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Emma  Swan- 
son,  with  whom  she  remained  for  a  year. 
She  then  spent  one  year  with  her  son 
Nels  in  Olds  and  afterward  resided  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  John  B.  Olson,  for  one 
winter  in  Galesburg,  Illinois.  She  then 
again  lived  wdth  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Swanson,  and  afterward  made  her  home 
between  the  residences  of  Mrs.  Swanson 
and  her  son,  Mr.  Peterson,  but  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1894. 


Mr.  Peterson  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Illinois  and  continued 
his  studies  after  the  removal  to  this  state. 
In  1879  he  attended  Howe's  Academy  in 
Mount  Pleasant.  In  1883  he  became  sta- 
tion agent  for  the  Iowa  Central  Railroad 
at  Olds,  continuing  to  serve  in  that  capac- 
ity for  fourteen  years;  and  in  addition  in 
1884  he  embarked  in  the  lumber  business, 
also  having  in  the  year  previous  become 
connected  with  C.  R.  Miller  as  a  dealer 
in  tile.  At  a  later  date  Mr.  Miller  sold 
ou.t  to  A.  F.  Lauger  and  the  new  firm 
extended  their  operations  to  trading  in 
grain.  Mr.  Lauger  w^as  associated  with 
the  firm  for  about  five  years,  when  he  sold 
out  to  H.  K.  Smith.  At  that  time  the 
operations  of  the  firm  embraced  lumber, 
coal,  grain  and  farm  implements  and  the 
business  was  successfully  carried  on, 
large  sales  bringing  a  liberal  financial 
return.  Mr.  Peterson  at  length  disposed 
of  his  interest  in  the  business  in  1897  to 
Henry  Lamme,  who  was  eventually  suc- 
ceeded by  the  firm  of  Stephenson 
Brothers. 

In  1897,  Mr.  Peterson  took  up  his 
abode  upon  his  farm  which  he  had  pur- 
chased; and  built  there  a  new  residence, 
which  he  occupied  until  the  spring  of 
1903,  when  he  removed  to  the  Jacob 
Arthaud  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  15,  Wayne  township. 
He  purchased  his  farm  on  the  21st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1 90 1,  and  has  developed  a  splen- 
did property  here,  bringing  the  fields 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
repaired  and  improved  the  house  and  has 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county  if  not 
in  the  state.  Although  he  rents  a  large 
portion  of  his  land,  a  part  of  it  is  still 
operated  under  his  personal  supervision 
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and  in  addition  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil  he 
raises  a  carload  of  hogs  each  year.  Mr. 
Peterson,  however,  does  not  confine  his 
attention  entirely  to  agricultiu-al  pursuits 
but  is  closely  associated  with  banking- 
interests.  The  bank  of  Olds  was  estab- 
lished in  August,  1 90 1,  and  he  served  as 
its  president  during  a  portion  of  the  first 
year,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  C.  O. 
Nelson,  who  remained  in  the  office  until 
the  fall  of  1903,  when  Mr.  Peterson  was 
again  elected  president  and  has  since  acted 
in  this  capacity.  In  association  with 
Michael  and  Samuel  Miller  he  has  built  a 
large  two-story  brick  business  block, 
forty-two  by  sixty-four  feet,  in  Olds. 
The  bank  will  occupy  the  first  floor, 
eighteen  by  forty-four  feet,  and  a  base- 
ment of  the  same  size.  The  remainder  of 
the  first  floor  will  be  used  for  business 
rooms  and  the  second  floor  will  be  fitted 
out  as  a  hall  for  fraternal  orders  and  four 
offices  will  also  be  opened  there.  The 
building  will  be  completed  in  the  fall  of 
1905.  Mr.  Peterson  is  also  president  of 
a  local  insurance  company  known  as  the 
Svea  Mutual  Protective  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  which  limits  its  patrons  to 
Swedish  citizens  having  property  in 
Henry  county. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1895,  Mr.  Peter- 
son was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Min- 
nie Alma  Alter,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
township,  March  25,  1867,  her  parents 
being  James  C.  and  Amanda  C.  (Rider) 
Alter,  the  former  a  native  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio.  They  were  married  in 
Henry  county,  May  23,  1866.  Mrs. 
Peterson  pursued  her  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  Howe's  Academy, 


which  she  attended  through  two  winter 
terms  and  for  nineteen  terms  she  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  district  schools  of  this 
county.  Between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
twenty-five  years  she  lived  with  her  aunt. 
Miss  Melissa  Ellen  Rider,  who  owned  and 
occupied  a  small  farm  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship and  on  the  expiration  of  that  decade 
Mrs.  Peterson  returned  to  her  parents' 
home,  where  she  remained  until  her  mar- 
riage. Her  aunt.  Miss  Rider,  has  now 
been  making  her  home  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peterson  since  1900.  Unto  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  have  been  born  three 
children :  Wayne  Lester,  born  Novem- 
ber II,  1896;  Mamie  Aletha,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1898;  and  Agnes  Ruth,  October  7, 
1902. 

Mr.  Peterson  has  served  as  school  di- 
rector since  1897  ^^^  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  has  acted  continually  as  presi- 
dent of  the  board.  He  votes  with  the 
Republican  party  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  Olds.  He  is 
watchful  of  every  opportunity  pointing  to 
success,  forms  his  plans  readily  and  is 
determined  in  their  execution.  His  labors 
have  been  crowned  with  the  prosperity 
which  always  results  from  close  applica- 
tion and  persistent  industry  when  guided 
by  sound  judgment  and  he  is  today 
accounted  one  of  the  most  prominent, 
influential  and  progressive  citizens  of 
Henry  county. 


JACOB  TETER. 


Jacob  Teter,  whose  landed  possessions 
aggregate  one  hundred  and  ninety-three 
acres  of  land  in   Salem  township,  all  of 
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which  is  under  cultivation,  also  eight 
acres  of  timber  in  Van  Buren  county,  was 
born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  J.uly  20, 
1830.  His  maternal  grandparents  were 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Wise)  Fowler, 
natives  of  Ireland  and  Germany  respec- 
tively. They  settled  in  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years  and  there  the 
grandfather  followed  the  tailor's  trade. 
He  also  owned  a  farm  in  that  locality. 
George  Teter,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
only  seven  years  of  age  when  he  lost  his 
father  and  he  was  reared  by  strangers. 
He  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  married  in  that 
state  to  Miss  Sarah  Fowler,  who  was  also 
born  in  Washington  county.  Soon  after 
they  loaded  their  possessions  on  a  horse 
and  started  for  Steubenville,  Ohio,- where 
Mr.  Teter  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land.  There  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1866.  His  wife  resided  there  for  twelve 
years  following  his  demise  and  then  came 
to  Salem  township,  where  she  made  her 
home  with  her  son  Jacob  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  January,  1880,  when 
she  was  eighty-one  years  of  age. 

Jacob  Teter  pursued  his  education  in 
the  old-time  subscription  schools  but  his 
privileg'es  in  that  direction  were  very 
limited.  He  probably  attended  for  only 
about  a  month  and  it  was  necessary  that 
he  walk  three  miles  through  the  woods  in 
order  to  reach  the  schoolhouse.  It  has 
been  in  the  school  of  experience  that  he 
has  learned  valuable  lessons,  which  have 
made  him  a  practical  and  successful  busi- 
ness man.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-two  years  of  age  and  then  began 
farming  on  his  own  account.     His  entire 


life  has  been  devoted  to  general  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  On  the  20th  of  May, 
1852,  he  chose  as  a  companion  and  help- 
mate on  life's  journey  Miss  Rachel 
Crooks,  who  was  born  in  Carroll  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Margaret 
(Neikirk)  Crooks,  the  former  a  native  of 
Ireland  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  charter  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  in  Carroll  county, 
Ohio,  and  the  first  meetings  of  the  congre- 
gation were  held  in  their  home,  while 
later  a  little  house  of  worship  was  erected 
from  hewed  logs. 

Following  their  marriage  Mr.  Teter 
engaged  in  farming  in  Ohio  for  six  years 
and  in  1856  removed  to  W^yandotte,  Kan- 
sas, making  the  journey  by  steamer  on 
the  Ohio  and  Missouri  rivers.  There 
were  only  three  houses  in  Kansas  City  at 
the  time  and  the  entire  west  was  a  great 
uncultivated  and  unimproved  region.  He 
was  there  during  the  exciting  and  hazard- 
ous period  preceding  the  Civil  war.  Six 
months  later  he  came  with  his  wife  and 
two  children  to  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
making  the  journey  by  team  to  Hillsboro 
and  on  to  the  home  of  a  brother  who  lived 
in  Salem  township.  Mr.  Teter  soon  began 
the  cultivation  of  rented  land  but  after  six 
months  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  on  section  19,  Salem  township. 
He  there  built  a  shanty  of  poles  and  began 
to  clear  away  the  brush  and  trees.  He 
had  only  ten  cents  when  he  arrived  in  this 
county  but  he  possessed  a  stout  heart  and 
willing  hands  and  resolved  to  brave  all  of 
the  hardships  and  trials  incident  to  fron- 
tier life  in  order  to  establish  a  home  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  His  wife's  father 
died  two  years  later  and  then  hitching  a 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


559 


team  to  a  wagon  he  drove  back  to  Ohio 
with  his  family.  This  was  in  the  spring 
of  i860  and  they  were  fifteen  days  upon 
the  way.  They  remained  there  for  a 
year,  during  which  time  Mr.  Teter  worked 
at  carpentering.  In  1861  he  ch-ove  again 
across  the  country  to  Iowa  and  with  his 
family  settled  in  Salem  township.  He  was 
afterward  employed  in  coal  mines  in  Van 
Buren  and  Henry  counties  and  thus 
worked  at  different  times  for  fourteen 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
more  land  adjoining  the  first  forty  acres, 
all  of  which  was  covered  with  brush.  He 
cleared  all  and  later  bought  an  additional 
farm  of  thirty  acres  adjoining  the  origi- 
nal tract  on  the  south.  He  now  has  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  acres  under  cul- 
tivation and  gathers  therefrom  good 
crops.  In  1883  he  purchased  twenty  acres 
of  timber  land  in  Van  Buren  county  and 
he  now  owns  altogether  two  hundred  and 
one  acres  in  all,  the  fields  being  highly 
cultivated,  while  in  addition  he  raises 
sheep,  cattle  and  hogs. 

In  1 88 1  Mr.  Teter  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  first  wife  who  died 
in  February  of  that  year.  Their  children 
were:  Silas,  living  in  Salem  township; 
Dennis  H.,  of  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa; 
Emeline,  the  widow  of  William  Robinson, 
of  Van  Buren  county;  and  George  V., 
who  died  January  3,  1895,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years.  In  November,  1882, 
j\Ir.  Teter  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Bon- 
trager,  a  native  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  ( Rain- 
isburger)  Bontrager.  Her  death  occurred 
in  September,  1888.  and  on  the  3d  of 
June,    1893,    Mr.    Teter   was   married   to 


Miss  Mary  DeW^itt,  who  was  born  in 
Kane  county,  Illinois,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  A.  T.  and  Hester  Ann  ( Brown) 
DeWitt,  natives  of  Canada  and  New 
York  respectively.  Mr.  Teter  belongs  to 
the  Christian  church,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  office  of  deacon  and  his  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  Republican  party. 
His  persistency  of  purpose  and  unfalter- 
ing diligence  constitute  the  strong  ele- 
ments in  his  success  and  have  made  him 
a  leading  farmer  of  Salem  township, 
where  he  has  valuable  interests  as  repre- 
sented by  a  fine  and  well  improved  farm. 


JOEL  JONES. 

Joel  Jones  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
in  Salem  township  and  that  he  is  classed 
with  the  substantial  residents  of  his  com- 
munity is  due  to  a  life  of  unabating 
energy,  strong  determination  and  unflag- 
ging work.  He  has  now  reached  the 
eightieth  milestone  on  life's  journey  and 
his  life  record  proves  that  prosperity  and 
an  honorable  name  may  be  won  simul- 
taneously, for  an  upright  life  has  gained 
for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow  men.  He  was  born  in  Harrison 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1826, 
a  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Milleson) 
Jones,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  His  paternal  grandparents, 
William  and  Emma  (Cause)  Jones,  were 
born  in  the  same  state  and  the  maternal 
grandparents,  James  and  Abigal  (Hayes) 
Milleson,  were  natives  of  Easton,  Penn- 
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sylvania.  The  tide  of  emigration  has 
steadily  flowed  westward  in  this  country 
and  the  boundaries  of  the  frontier  have 
thus  been  extended.  Among  the  early 
residents  who  left  the  Keystone  state  for 
Ohio  were  the  parents  of  our  subject  and 
after  residing  for  some  time  in  that  state 
they  started  with  wagon  and  horses  for 
Iowa,  driving  across  the  country  at  a 
period  before  the  building  of  railroads. 
They  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  at  Fort 
Madison  and  thence  continued  on  their 
way  to  Salem  in  Henry  county,  where 
they  spent  the  winter.  Air.  Jones  pur- 
chased two  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Salem  township,  of  which  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  lay  on  section  15.  Upon 
this  farm  the  family  took  up  their  abode 
in  the  spring,  Mr.  Jones  building  a  little 
frame  house  of  two  rooms,  to  which  he 
added  a  third  room  the  following  year. 
Forty  acres  of  his  land  w^as  covered  with 
timber  and  was  situated  on  section  20. 
Salem  township.  With  characteristic 
energy  he  began  the  development  of  his 
farm  and  during  the  first  season  broke 
forty  acres  of  land,  capably  performing 
the  arduous  task  of  turning  the  sod  and 
placing  hitherto  uncultivated  prairie  under 
the  plow.  He  afterward  purchased  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Lee 
county,  Iowa,  which  he  gave  to  his  sons 
who,  w4th  six  yoke  of  oxen  he  owned, 
broke  that  tract  at  the  same  time  he  was 
breaking  his  home  place.  A  stone  mason 
by  trade,  he  did  considerable  work  in  that 
line,  letting  his  boys  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  farms.  He  was  a  very  industrious, 
energetic  man  and  he  instilled  lessons  of 
industry  and  enterprise  into  the  minds  of 
his  children,  so  that  they  early  came  to  a 


realization  of  the  value  of  earnest  persist- 
ent labor  as  a  factor  in  winning  success. 
In  the  family  were  five  sons  and  two 
daughters :  Eli,  James,  Jonathan  and 
Abigail,  all  of  wdiom  are  now  deceased; 
Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Fisher  and  has  also  passed  away;  Isaac, 
who  has  been  called  from  this  life;  and 
Joel,  who  is  the  onty  surviving  member  of 
the  family.  The  mother  died  September  5, 
1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
four  months  and  two  days  and  the  father 
passed  away  August  28,  1862.  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years.  They  ^vere  worthy 
pioneer  residents  of  the  county,  contribut- 
ing to  the  early  substantial  improvement 
of  this  part  of  the  state. 

Joel  Jones  was  a  lad  when  his  parents 
came  to  Iowa  and  he  continued  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  and  semi- 
nary of  Salem,  Henry  county.  His  mem- 
ory goes  back  to  the  time  when  almost 
this  entire  district  was  wild  and  unbroken 
prairie.  Along  the  streams  there  grew 
some  timber,  but  the  entire  countryside 
was  much  as  it  was  when  it  came  from 
the  hand  of  nature.  Only  a  few  settle- 
ments had  been  made  within  its  borders, 
showing  that  the  white  man  was  extend- 
ing his  domain  into  the 'region  which  was 
formerly  the  hunting  ground  of  the  red 
race.  With  the  family  Mr.  Jones  shared 
in  the  difficult  experiences  incident  to 
pioneer  life  when  the  comforts  of  an  older 
civilization  were  difficult  to  obtain  be- 
cause of  the  remoteness  from  cities  of 
any  size.  In  his  youth  Mr.  Jones  was 
trained  to  the  work  of  the  farm,  aiding  in 
the  arduous  task  of  developing  and  culti- 
vating new  land  and  continuing  to  work 
upon   the    farm    until    after    his   parents* 
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death,  when,  wishing  to  remain  upon  the 
old  homestead,  he  purchased  the  interest 
of  the  other  heirs  in  the  property.  He  has 
resided  here  continuously  since  and  has 
put  all  of  the  improvements  upon  the  farm 
to  the  value  of  about  five  thousand  dollars. 
In  1875  he  built  a  house  of  seventeen 
rooms  with  cellar  underneath.  He  also 
has  a  large  barn,  forty  by  fifty  feet  with 
stone  basement,  which  was  built  in  1864, 
being  one  of  the  first  good  barns  in  this 
vicinity.  The  place  is  as  well  improved 
as  anv  in  the  township  and  indicates  the 
careful  supervision  and  progressive  spirit 
of  the  owner.  He  has  added  twenty-one 
acres  to  the  original  tract  and  also  ten 
acres  of  timber  and  he  now  owns  alto- 
gether two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  all  in 
Salem  township.  In  more  recent  years 
he  has  abandoned  the  active  work  of  the 
fields.  Avhich  he  has  turned  over  to  his  son 
Arthur,  who  lives  just  opposite  his  place 
and  who  in  connection  with  general  farm- 
ing is  with  his  father  feeding  cattle 
extensively  each  year. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  December,  1856,  Mr. 
Jones  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline 
Rhodes,  who  was  born  in  Warren  county, 
Ohio.  October  28,  1830,  a  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  Sarah  (Thompson) 
Rhodes,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia 
and  the  latter  of  Maine.  Her  paternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Sarah 
(Jacob)  Rhodes  and  her  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Har- 
rington) Thompson.  Her  great-grand- 
father, William  Rhodes,  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  who  gave  his  life 
for  the  cause  of  liberty.  Mrs.  Jones  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Ohio  and  in  the 
high  school  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and 


also  Howe's  Academy  in  that  city.  Unto 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
four  children :  Alvin,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 21,  1858,  and  is  living  in  Salem 
township,  married  Mena  Bailey,  who 
died  leaving  four  children.  Hazel,  Trell, 
Cophine  and  Darrel  J. ;  Arthur,  who  was 
born  October  27,  1859,  and  is  operating 
the  old  home  place,  married  Clara  Taylor, 
have  five  children.  Gilbert,  Roscoe, 
Anthony,  Bessie  and  Bertha;  Ida,  who 
was  born  April  18,  1861,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Amos  Binford,  a  rancher  of  Colorado, 
living  in  Denver,  has  two  children.  Max 
and  Berda;  and  Jessie,  who  was  born 
March  10,  1872,  and  is  at  home. 

In  his  political  views  Joel  Jones  is  a 
stalwart  republican  and  for  many  years 
has  served  as  township  trustee,  his  long 
continuance  in  the  office  being  proof  of 
the  capability  of  his  service  and  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow  townsmen. 
Almost  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  upon 
the  farm  wdiich  is  now  his  home.  From 
this  place  he  has  watched  the  great 
changes  that  have  wrought  a  marked 
transformation  in  the  county,  converting 
it  from  a  frontier  district  into  a  center  of 
advanced  civilization  with  all  of  the  ele- 
ments of  modern  progress  and  improve- 
ment. 


CHARLES  THEODORE  JOHNSON. 

Charles  Theodore  Johnson,  interested 
in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  in 
Scott  township,  is  a  native  of  Galesburg. 
Illinois,  born  on  the  7th  of  December. 
1869.     His  father,  J.  W.  Johnson,  was 
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born  in  Sweden  and  coming  to  America 
in  early  life  was  married  in  Galesburg, 
Illinois,  to  Miss  Clara  Nelson,  also  a 
native  of  Sweden.  He  was  employed  as  a 
deliveryman  there  until  1875,  when  he 
removed  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  30, 
Scott  township.  To  that  place  he  removed 
in  the  following  spring,  finding  it 
improved  with  an  old  frame  one-story 
house  and  a  shed  stable.  Since  then  many 
modern  improvements  and  equipments 
have  been  added.  A  frame  barn,  thirty- 
six  by  thirty-four  feet,  has  been  built  for 
the  shelter  of  horses  and  cattle.  There  is 
a  corn  crib,  eight  by  thirty-two  feet, 
and  about  four  hundred  rods  of  tiling 
have  been  laid.  The  house  is  a  two-story 
structure  of  six  rooms  and  the  farm  is 
also  supplied  with  good  modern  machin- 
ery to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  fields. 
J.  W.  Johnson  owes  his  success  entirely 
to  his  own  efforts,  for  when  he  started  out 
in  life  on  his  own  account  his  capital  was 
limited  and  he  had  to  depend  entirely 
upon  his  own  labors  for  all  that  he  pos- 
sessed or  enjoyed.  He  worked  energeti- 
cally and  diligently,  however,  and  as  the 
years  passed  by  became  the  owner  of  a 
good  farm  property,  while  his  labors  were 
crowned  with  a  comfortable  competence 
resulting  from  liis  capable  management 
and  unremitting  diligence.  His  death 
occurred  February  4,  1892.  and  he  is  still 
survived  by  his  wife,  who  yet  resides  upon 
the  old  homestead.  In  their  family  were 
four  children:  Emma,  Charles  T.  and 
Ella,  all  yet  at  home ;  and  Ida,  who  was 
the  second  daughter  and  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years,  after  having  become 
the  wife  of  Andrew  Seaburs:. 


Charles  Theodore  Johnson  was  reared 
upon  the  old  family  homestead,  to  which 
he  removed  with  his  parents  when  about 
five  years  of  age.  He  was  a  student  in 
the  public  schools,  mastering  the  branches 
of  learning  that  fitted  him  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  practical  business  duties. 
Through  the  periods  of  vacation  he  was 
trained  in  the  work  of  the  fields  and  since 
his  father's  death  he  has  conducted  the 
home  farm,  being  the  only  son.  He  now 
carries  on  general  agricultural  pursuits 
and  the  well  tilled  fields  give  promise  of 
golden  harvests.  He  raises  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs  and  everything  about  his  place 
is  kept  in  excellent  condition,  showing 
that  his  methods  are  practical  as  well  as 
progressive. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1902,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Ball, 
a  native  of  this  county,  and  a  daughter  of 
AA'illiam  and  Dorcas  (Patterson)  Ball. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  long 
been  residents  of  this  community  and 
have  gained  many  friends  by  reason  of 
the  display  of  those  sterling  traits  of 
character  which  in  every  land  and  clime 
command  respect  and  regard.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
church  and  politically  is  a  republican. 


GEORGE  IRVING  HAMILTON. 

George  Irving  Hamilton,  interested  in 
general  farming  in  Wayne  township,  was 
born  in  Hancock  county.  Illinois,  on  the 
31st  of  December,    1868.      His  paternal 
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grandfather.  Andrew  Hamilton,  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  on  arriving  at  vears 
of  maturity  he  wedded  Margaret  A. 
Hewitt,  who  vras  born  on  the  Atlantic 
ocean  when  her  parents  were  coming 
from  Ireland  to  the  new  world.  Their 
son,  Robert  M.  Hamilton,  father  of  our 
subject,  is  a  native  of  Preble  county, 
Ohio,  but  prior  to  his  marriage  removed 
to  Illinois  and  in  Hancock  county,  that 
state,  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss 
Maria  Whitaker,  who  was  born  in  that 
county  and  is  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  F. 
and  Elizabeth  (Pettibone)  Whitaker^ 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Xew  ler- 
sey.  The  young  couple  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  a  farm  in  Hancock 
county,  Illinois,  where  they  remained  for 
three  years  and  then  removed  to  McDon- 
ough  county,  that  state,  where  they 
also  spent  three  years.  On  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  they  took  up 
their  abode  in  Missouri,  where  they 
resided  for  five  years,  and  then  came 
to  Iowa,  settling  in  Louisa  county.  Up 
to  this  time  ]\Ir.  Hamilton  had  always 
carried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  he  continued  to  farm  in  Iowa,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  enterprising  agriculturists 
of  Louisa  county,  where  he  resided  con- 
tinuously until  1900,  when  he  came  to 
Henry  county.  He  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  W'infield,  enjoying  a  well 
earned  rest  after  many  years  of  close 
connection  with  agricultural  interests, 
during  which  time  his  untiring  industry 
and  the  careful  husbanding  of  his  re- 
sources brought  to  him  a  very  gratify- 
ing competence.  While  living  in  Illinois 
he  put  aside  all  business  and  personal 
considerations  in  order  to  respond  to  his 


country's  call  for  aid  in  the  preservation 
of  the  Union.  On  the  loth  of  August, 
1862,  he  was  enrolled  among  the  boys 
in  blue  of  Company  D,  Seventy-eighth 
Illinois  Infantry,  with  which  command  he 
served  until  June,  1865.  taking  part  in 
a  number  of  important  engagements,  for 
that  was  one  of  the  regiments  which  did 
active  and  efficient  field  service. 

George  I.  Hamilton,  whose  name  in- 
troduces this  record,  acquired  his  educa- 
tion largely  in  the  public  schools  of  Mis- 
souri and  Iowa,  and  after  completing  his 
education  continued  to  make  his  home 
with  his  parents,  although  he  worked  by 
the  month  as  a  farm  hand  for  others  in 
the  neighborhood,  being  thus  employed 
for  about  eight  years.  On  the  14th  of 
October,  1903,  he  chose  a  companion  and 
helpmate  for  life's  journey,  being  married 
on  that  date  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Edna  Rus- 
sell, who  was  born  in  Wayne  township, 
on  the  farm  on  which  she  now  lives.  She 
was  a  student  in  the  common  schools  and 
afterward  attended  Howe's  Business  Acad- 
emy, in  Mount  Pleasant.  She  comes  of 
Irish  lineage.  Her  paternal  great-grand- 
father was  Thomas  Russell,  who  was 
born  in  county  Tipperary.  Ireland,  rind 
who  married  Sarah  Roberts.  The  grand- 
father, Caleb  Russell,  was  born  in  Prince 
William  county.  Virginia,  and  his  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Harriet  A. 
Fairfax,  was  also  a  native  of  Prince  Wil- 
liam county.  Their  son,  Caleb  Russell, 
father  of  Mrs.  Hamilton,  was  born  in 
the  same  county,  and  married  Phebe  Eliz- 
abeth Fenton,  a  native  of  Frederick 
county,  Virginia.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  M.  (Steer)  Fenton.  the 
former   born    in    Freilerick   countv.    Vir- 
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ginia.  and  the  latter  in  Loudoun  county. 
John  Fenton  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Fen- 
ton,  who  was  a  native  of  Frederick 
county,  Virginia,  where  he  spent  his  en- 
tire Hfe.  He  wedded  Ann  Jackson,  of  the 
same  county,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Ruth  (Steer)  Jackson. 

Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Hamilton  has 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account 
and  now  farms  ninety  acres  in  Wayne 
township.  His  entire  life  has  been  de- 
voted to  general  farming  and  his  prac- 
tical experience  in  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  well  qualified  him  to  take 
charge  of  farming  interests  on  his  own 
account  since  attaining  his  majority.  He 
exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  men  pledged  to  uphold  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party  and  his  re- 
ligious faith  is  indicated  by  his  member- 
ship in  the  Presbyterian  church. 


WILLIAM  MOYLE. 

William  Moyle,  giving  his  time  and  at- 
tention to  general  agricultural  pursuits 
and  to  the  raising  and  feeding  of  horses 
and  cattle,  was  born  in  New  York  city  on 
the  27th  of  August,  1843.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  W^illiam  and  Mary 
(Jones)  Moyle,  both  natives  of  Ireland. 
They  made  their  home  in  County  Antrim, 
where  their  son,  William  Moyle,  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  and  reared.  Having 
arrived  at  years  of  maturity  he  wedded 
Mary  Fagen,  a  native  of  County  Cavin, 
Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Fagan. 


Crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States 
the  father  of  our  subject  settled  in  Canada, 
where  he  followed  the  baker's  trade,  which 
he  had  previously  learned  in  his  native 
land.  He  spent  two  years  in  the  Do- 
minion and  afterward  removed  to  New 
York  city.  It  was  while  living  there  that 
he  was  married.  He  continued  to  work  at 
the  baker's  trade  in  the  eastern  metropolis 
in  the  employ  of  others  for  a  time  and 
then  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  con- 
ducting his  establishment  for  fifteen  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold  out,  hav- 
ing determined  to  establish  his  home  in 
the  middle  west.  On  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1855,  he  arrived  in  Salem  township, 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  invested  his  cap- 
ital in  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  on  section  28.  L'pon  the  place  was  a 
little  log  cabin  containing  but  two  rooms 
and  in  this  the  family  lived  for  two  years, 
when,  having  prospered  in  his  work  in 
the  west.  Mr.  Moyle  erected  a  two-story 
residence  of  eight  rooms.  The  building 
was  built  of  brick  and  into  this  he  moved, 
making  his  home  there  in  comfort  up  to 
the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred  on 
the  14th  of  March,  1880.  His  wife  has  also 
passed  away.  In  their  family  were  the 
following  named :  Jane,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  Robert,  who  died  while  serving  as 
a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war;  Mary  Ann, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Margaret,  the  wife 
of  John  Eyer,  of  Hillsboro,  Iowa ;  Wil- 
liam, of  this  review;  and  Eliza,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

William  Moyle.  whose  name  introduces 
this  record,  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  six  children.  He  began 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  New 
York  citv,  where  he  remained  until  twelve 
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years  of  age,  when  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Iowa.  He  afterward  spent  one  term 
in  1 86 1  as  a  student  in  Iowa  W'esleyan 
University  at  Mount  Pleasant.  He  aided 
in  farm  work,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  fields  and  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  home  farm  until  thirty-three 
years  of  age.  He  was  then  married  on  the 
25th  of  January.  1877,  to  Miss  Sophronia 
Barnes,  who  was  born  in  the  city  of  Hart- 
ford. Connecticut,  a  daughter  of  Noah 
and  Rosanna  (Toothacher)  Barnes,  an- 
tives  of  Maine.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moyle  have  been  born  eight  children : 
Robert,  who  was  born  December  18.  1878, 
and  died  September  20,  1895;  Charles, 
born  June  7,  1880;  William  B.,  born 
March  3,  1882;  Ada  Rosanna,  who  was 
born  August  22,  1883,  and  died  August 
15,  1884;  Sylvia,  who  was  born  Novem- 
ber 4,  1884;  Noah  Barnes.  August  i, 
1886;  Frank,  May  17,  1890;  and  Roy, 
who  was  born  May  5,  1893,  and  died  on 
the  15th  of  the  same  month.  Prior  to  his 
marriage  Mr.  Moyle  had  purchased  thir- 
ty-six acres  of  partially  improved  land  sit- 
uated on  the  northwest  quarter  of  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  28,  Salem 
township.  This  formed  the  nucleus  of  his 
present  valuable  farm.  He  added  to  the 
property  until  he  owned  one  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres  before  his  marriage.  He 
built  thereon  a  house  of  four  rooms  and 
in  that  little  dwelling  the  wedding  cere- 
mony was  performed.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moyle  have  since  resided  upon  this  place 
and  he  has  further  extended  the  bounda- 
ries of  his  farm  until  it  now  comprises 
three  hundred  acres,  while  his  wife  owns 
two  hundred  two  and  a  half  acres  in  the 
same  localitv.     The  soil  is  rich  and  pro- 


ductive and  the  well  tilled  fields  bring 
forth  golden  harvests.  He  raises  various 
cereals  and  also  gives  considerable  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  draft  horses  and 
white  face  cattle.  He  also  raises  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  head  of 
Poland  China  hogs  each  year  and  feeds 
from  one  to  two  carloads  of  cattle  annu- 
ally. He  has  a  good  barn  forty-eight  by 
fifty-four  feet,  for  his  hay  and  horses  and 
a  second  barn,  twenty-four  by  thirty  feet. 
There  are  also  good  cattle  sheds  attached 
to  the  barns,  which  cover  ninety-six  feet 
on  one  barn  and  a  length  of  eighty  feet  on 
another.  Further  improvements  include 
a  Perkins  windmill  and  he  uses  modern 
machinery  for  the  plowing,  planting  and 
harvesting.  Everything  about  his  place  is 
thoroughly  modern  and  he  has  added  to 
his  residence  until  now  he  has  a  commodi- 
ous home  containing  eleven  rooms  with  a 
cellar  underneath.  In  December.  1902,  he 
installed  a  furnace,  so  that  the  place  is 
heated  with  hot  air  and  he  has  supplied  his 
home  with  modern  accessories,  making  it 
one  of  the  most  desirable  and  comfortable 
residence  properties  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Moyle  is  now  a  substantial 
and  prosperous  farmer  owing  to  his  own 
well  directed  labors  and  enterprise,  for  he 
had  no  financial  assistance  in  his  youth 
and  made  his  start  with  the  money  saved 
from  his  earnings  as  a  farm  hand. 


JESSE  DOWXTNC  COOPER. 

lesse  Downing  Cooper,  residing  upon 
what  is  known  as  the  old  Cooper  home- 
stead in  Wavne  township,  Henry  county. 
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devotes  his  attention  to  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  being  particularly  well 
known  in  the  latter  direction.  He  was 
born  in  Highland  county,  Ohio,  March 
29,  1853,  and  represents  old  families  of 
the  east.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Cooper,  married  a  Miss  Yarnell  and  their 
son,  Jesse  Cooper,  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. During  his  minority,  however,  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio,  where 
the  family  home  was  established  at  a  very 
early  day  in  the  development  of  that 
state.  When  he  had  reached  adult  age  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Eleanor  Rees, 
who  was  born  in  Berkeley  county,  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Rees.  Her  parents  were  likewise  pioneer 
residents  of  Ohio  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse 
Cooper  began  their  domestic  life  in  the 
Buckeye  state,  where  they  remained  until 
the  fall  of  1868,  when  they  came  to  Iowa, 
settling  on  a  farm  of  sixty-five  acres 
which  was  purchased  from  Bennett  \\^al- 
ters.  They  also  bought  fifteen  acres  addi- 
tional. This  was  the  only  farm  that  had 
a  patent  fence  on  it.  There  was  a  frame 
residence  of  five  rooms,  which  was  after- 
ward moved  back  and  an  addition  placed 
in  front,  so  that  it  was  transformed  into 
a  commodious  and  attractive  modern 
home.  For  a  long  period  the  father  car- ' 
ried  on  general  agricultural  pursuits  with 
good  success,  but  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  last  days  in  the  home  of  their  son 
John,  Mr.  Cooper  passing  away  on  Jan- 
uary 29,  1896,  at  eighty-eight  years,  two 
months  and  nineteen  days,  while  his  wife 
died  January  18,  1898,  aged  eighty-one 
years,  seven  months  and  two  days. 

Jesse    Downing   Cooper   acquired    his 


education  in  the  common  schools  of  Wi- 
nona, Iowa,  and  also  in  West  Liberty, 
Cedar  county,  this  state.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  passed  upon  the  home  farm 
and  he  early  became  familiar  wath  the  du- 
ties and  labors  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
agriculturist.  Eventually  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  old  homestead  and  in 
addition  to  this  farm  he  also  owns  twelve 
acres  of  timber  land.  While  at  school  he 
acquainted  himself  with  the  methods  of 
veterinary  practice  and  has  since  followed 
that  profession,  his  excellent  service  and 
capability  in  that  line  securing  him  a  lib- 
eral patronage.  He  also  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming,  and  he  raises  stock  includ- 
ing shorthorn  and  polled  Durham  cattle, 
Xormanshire  and  Hambletonian  horses 
and  Poland  China  hogs,  and  he  also 
raises  high  bred  chickens. 

In  his  work  he  is  practical  and  meth- 
odical and  his  well  directed  efforts  are  re- 
sultant factors  in  bringing  him  a  very 
desirable  competence.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he 
has  given  his  allegiance  since  age  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  right  of  franchise. 


CHARLES  A.  HULOLTST. 

The  life  of  Charles  A.  Hulquist,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Wayne 
township,  affords  an  excellent  example 
of  what  a  young  man  full  of  energy  and 
ambition  can  accomplish  in  a  strange 
land,   far   from  home  and   friends.      He 
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has  been  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  thor- 
oughly understands  the  business  to  which 
he  still  devotes  his  time.  Like  many  an- 
other successful  agriculturist,  Mr.  Hul- 
quist  was  born  in  Sweden  and  received 
his  rudimentary  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  land.  He  was  born  in  Smo- 
land,  Sweden,  March  12,  i860,  and  is  a 
son  of  Sven  Magnus  Johnson  and  Ida 
Christina  Peterson. 

He  came  to  this  country  in  1881,  and 
on  April  23  d,  of  the  same  year,  went  to 
Wayne  towaiship,  and  secured  employ- 
ment as  a  farmer.  He  worked  in  this 
capacity  for  three  years,  then  rented  a 
farm  in  Jefferson  township  for  seven 
years,  then  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  23,  and  began  life 
for  himself.  He  devotes  himself  to  gen- 
eral' farming  and  stock-breeding,  raising 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs. 

On  March  13,  1889,  Mr.  Hulquist  w^as 
united  in  marriage  to  Anna  Sophia  Fri- 
dolph.  a  daughter  of  Gust  Fridolph  and 
Charlotte  Christina  Erickson,  both  na- 
tives of  Sweden,  and  now^  farmers  of 
Wayne  township.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  five  children :  Florence  Chris- 
tina, Ester  Elfrida,  Hedwig  Eveline,  El- 
sie Olive  and  Ernest  August. 

Mr.  Hulqvist,  though  comparatively  a 
young  man,  has  been  very  successful  in 
life,  depending  entirely  upon  his  own  ef- 
forts. He  has  constantly  kept  before  him 
the  determination  to  win  a  home  and  a 
fortune  in  his  adopted  country  and  in  an 
incredibly  short  time  he  has  developed 
from  a  stranger,  working  his  way  up- 
ward in  a  strange  land,  into  a  successful 
and  prosperous  business  man,  in  a  coun- 
try where  all  men  are  equal.     He  and  his 


family  are  faithful  members  of  the  Swed- 
ish Lutheran  church,  in  which  their  influ- 
ence for  the  right  increases  year  by  year. 


LEVI  PARKINS. 


Levi  Parkins,  whose  landed  posses- 
sions aggregate  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  acres,  constituting  a  productive  and 
valuable  farm  in  Salem  township  on 
which  he  is  raising  stock  as  well  as  grain, 
was  born  in  Henry  county,  Indiana,  on 
the  20th  of  August,  1853.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Stephen  Parkins,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  born  near  Winchester 
and  removed  from  the  Old  Dominion  to 
Ohio  prior  to  1800,  and  before  the  admis- 
sion of  the  latter  state  into  the  Union.  He 
married  Catherine  Ogan.  whose  birth  also 
occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Winchester. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  or  Quakers,  and  like  that  sect 
was  opposed  to  war.  He  therefore  did  not 
volunteer  for  service  in  the  war  of  18 12 
and  when  drafted  refused  to  serve,  but 
the  army  drove  oiT  his  cows,  hogs  and 
other  stock  and  as  it  was  in  the  middle  of 
winter  left  him  in  a  very  destitute 
condition. 

David  Parkins,  father  of  Levi  Parkins, 
was  born  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  as  was 
his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Burke.  Her  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Rachel  Burke,  also  natives  of  Bel- 
mont county,  who  had  removed  to  Henry 
county,  Indiana,  prior  to  the  marriage 
of  the  young  people.     As  a  young  man  he 
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went  to  Henry  county,  Indiana,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  until  his  removal 
to  Iowa  in  1859.  When  they  came  to 
Iowa  they  settled  first  at  Salem.  Soon 
afterward,  however,  they  removed  to  Lee 
county,  where  David  Parkins  raised  one 
crop  and  then  returned  to  Salem  town- 
ship. Henry  county,  where  he  purchased 
one  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  which  he 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  at 
his  death  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres 
of  rich  and  productive  land.  He  remained 
a  resident  of  this  county  for  almost  a 
half  century,  passing  away  August  18, 
1902.  His  wife  died  in  February,  1896. 
In  their  family  were  three  sons  and  a 
daughter,  but  the  latter  died  in  infancy. 
The  brothers  of  our  subject  are  still  liv- 
ing, namely :  Stephen  Parkins,  who  re- 
sides in  Fairfield,  Iowa;  and  William 
Parkins,  who  is  a  ranchman  of  Colorado. 
Levi  Parkins,  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily, is  indebted  to  the  district  school  sys- 
tem of  Iowa  for  the  educational  privileges 
he  enjoyed  in  his  youth.  He  spent  his 
boyhood  days  upon  the  home  farm,  where 
he  now  lives  and  in  the  fall  of  1868,  when 
a  youth  of  fifteen  years  he  went  to  Mem- 
phis, Missouri,  where  he  worked  with  his 
brother.  He  was  married  June  17,  1877, 
to  Miss  Hannah  Tribby,  who  was  born 
in  Harrisville,  Harrison  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  19th  of  October,  1850,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  W.  and  Jane  H.  (Howard) 
Tribby,  who  were  also  natives  of  Harri- 
son county.  Her  parents  moved  to  Sa- 
lem township  in  the  spring  of  1865,  where 
they  bought  a  farm.  Miss  Tribby  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio 
and  Whittier  College,  at  Salem,  Iowa, 
and  later  taught  eleven  terms  in  the  pu1:»lic 


schools.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were 
John  and  Ann  ( White )  Tribby  and  her  ma- 
ternal grandparents  were  John  and  Han- 
nah (Raley)  Howard,  both  coming  from 
England.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Parkins  took  up  their  abode  on  the 
old  home  place,  living  with  his  parents 
and  eventually  he  purchased  the  property 
and  also  an  additional  tract  of  fifty-six 
acres,  so  that  the  farm  now  comprises  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six  acres  of  Iowa's 
rich  land,  also  owning  and  operating  a 
good  stone  quarry,  supplying  the  local  de- 
mand. He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  annually  harvests  good  crops.  He 
also  raises  Norman  horses,  shorthorn 
cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs,  and  has  re- 
cently added  sheep,  and  the  stock-rais- 
ing department  of  his  business  is  proving 
profitable. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parkins  have  been 
born  five  children,  but  the  eldest  was  born 
and  died  on  the  same  day,  May  22,  1878. 
Fred  D.,  born  December  2,  1880,  died 
January  17,  1882.  Mary,  born  December 
3,  1882,  was  educated  at  Howe's  Acad- 
emy, Mount  Pleasant,  and  then  taught, 
married  Albert  C.  Wolf,  of  Ottumwa, 
Iowa.  Lola,  born  April  28,  1888,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  public  school,  attended  Whit- 
tier College,  at  Salem,  Iowa,  and  is  now 
teaching.  Earl  T.,  born  January  11, 
1892,  completes  the  family.  Mr.  Parkins 
is  a  birth  right  Quaker,  having  been 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  His  political  views  accord  with 
republican  principles  and  he  served  for 
two  terms  as  township  trustee,  filling  the 
position  at  the  time  the  Australian  bal- 
lot system  was  inaugurated  here.  Fra- 
ternallv    he   is  connected  with  the    Odd 
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Fellows  Lodge,  No.  48,  at  Salem.  He  was 
only  about  a  year  old  when  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  has  since  re- 
sided in  this  part  of  the  state,  so  that 
more  than  fifty  years  have  been  added  to 
the  cycle  of  the  centuries  while  he  has 
been  connected  with  farming  interests 
here. 


NELSE  MONSON. 


Nelse  Monson,  controlling  and  enjoy- 
ing the  largest  patronage  of  any  merchant 
in  Swedesburg,  is  conducting  a  general 
store  and  also  dealing  in  hardware.  He 
manages  his  business  interests  in  keeping 
with  modern  ideas  of  commercialism  and 
his  close  application,  keen  discrimination 
and  indefatigable  energy  have  been  the 
salient  features  in  a  success  which  is  as 
creditable  as  it  is  gratifying.  He  was  born 
in  the  province  of  Skane,  Sweden,  on  the 
2 1st  of  January,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Bengta  (Anderson)  Monson, 
who  came  to  America  when  their  son  Nelse 
was  only  about  eight  months  old,  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic  in  one  of  the  old-time 
sailing  vessels,  which  was  about  six  weeks 
in  completing  that  voyage.  They  did  not 
tarry  on  the  eastern  coast  but  made  their 
way  at  once  into  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, locating  at  Knoxville,  Illinois,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  farming.  After 
two  years'  residence  there  they  crossed 
the  Mississippi  into  Iowa  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Swedesburg,  where  the 
father  again  engaged  in  farming.  After 
two  years  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 


and  later  he  sold  this  property,  having 
in  the  meantime  accumulated  therefrom 
a  comfortable  competence  as  the  result  of 
his  earnest  labors,  economy  and  diligence. 
^^^len  he  had  put  aside  business  cares  he 
spent  his  remaining  days  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  well  earned  rest,  passing  away 
on  the  29th  of  April,  1901,  when  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  The  mother  is  still 
surviving,  having  attained  the  ripe  old 
age  of  seventy-eight  years  and  makes  her 
home  in  Swedesburg.  The  father  was  a 
member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church, 
taking  an  active  and  helpful  part  in  its 
work  and  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
extend  its  influence.  He  served  as  one 
of  its  deacons  for  eighteen  years  and  he 
guided  his  life  in  conformity  with  its 
teachings.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
an  earnest  republican  but  without  aspira- 
tion for  office.  L^nto  him  and  his  wife 
were  born  seven  children :  Andrew, 
deceased ;  one  who  died  in  infancy ;  Anna, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Anthony  John- 
son and  died  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-seven years;  Jennie,  wife  of  Rev.  C. 
G.  Olson,  who  is  living  in  W'ausa,  Ne- 
braska; Nellie,  the  wife  of  Anthony  John- 
son, of  Omaha,  Nebraska :  Nelse,  of  this 
review\;  and  Caleb,  who  is  living  at  Noble, 
Iowa. 

Nelse  Monson,  ha\ing  Ijeen  brought  to 
America  in  his  infancy  acquired  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Iowa,  while  later  he  attended  August- 
ana  College  at  Rock  Island,  spending  two 
vears  as  a  student  in  pursuit  of  a  classical 
course  there.  He  then  returned  home  and 
assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  becom- 
ing familiar  with  every  department  of 
farm  lab(M'  in  connection  with  the  tilling 
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of  the  soil  and  the  care  of  the  stock.  He 
remained  upon  the  old  homestead  from 
1890  until  1903  with  the  exception  of  one 
year's  residence  in  Emporia,  Nebraska, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising 
in  connection  with  Frank  Linberg.  He 
then  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  returned 
to  Swedesburg,  again  locating  on  the 
farm,  where  he  continued  until  1903  and 
he  once  more  became  connected  with  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  purchasing  the  general 
store  and  stock  of  the  firm  of  Anderson  & 
Nelson.  He  has  since  conducted  the  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  carrying  a  full 
line  of  goods  required  in  a  general  store 
and  also  handling  hardware  of  all  de- 
scriptions. He  has  the  largest  establish- 
ment in  Swedesburg  with  an  extensive 
and  growing  patronage  that  is  very  grati- 
fving  and  indicates  his  modern  business 
methods  and  his  thorough  understanding 
of  the  trade.  He  is  reliable  in  all  his 
dealings,  earnestly  desires  to  please  his 
patrons  and  by  careful  management  has 
developed  a  business  that  is  bringing  him 
a  good  financial  return. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1893,  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Monson 
and  Miss  Ida  Matilda  Johnson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Louis  W.  and  Beata  Johnson.  They 
are  well  known  and  occupy  an  enviable 
position  in  social  circles.  They  hold  mem- 
bership in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church, 
taking  an  active  part  in  its  work  and 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  promote  its 
growth  and  extend  its  influences.  Mr. 
Alonson  is  a  deacon,  having  held  the 
office  for  nine  years.  Politically  he  is  a 
republican  and  fr)r  three  years  was  asses- 
sor of  the  township,  having  been  elected 
to  the  office  in  1900.     He  is  never  remiss 


in  the  duties  of  citizenship  whether  in 
office  or  out  of  it  and  is  an  advocate  of 
all  progressive  measures  which  tend  to 
advance  the  welfare  for  the  permanent 
improvement  of  this  section  of  the  state. 


GUST  F.  LUND. 


Gust  F.  Lund,  who  owns  and  operates 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  section  27,  \\^ayne  township,  and  also 
has  a  similar  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  3,  was  born  March 
24.  1853,  in  Smoland,  Sweden,  his  par- 
ents being  Jonas  M.  and  Martha  (Pear- 
son) Lund.  He  began  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  country  and  con- 
tinued his  studies  after  reaching  America. 
He  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  LTnited 
States  in  1869,  making  his  way  to  Gales- 
burg,  Illinois,  where  he  followed  farming 
until  1870.  In  that  year  he  made  his  way 
to  Swedesburg,  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  secured  employment  as  a  farm 
hand,  being  thus  engaged  until  1875, 
when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  27,  Wayne  township.  This 
was  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  sec- 
tion and  he  afterward  added  eighty  acres 
adjoining  on  the  west,  thus  extending 
the  boundaries  of  his  property  in  1890. 
In  the  same  year  he  erected  a  good  dwell- 
ing. He  built  a  cattle,  hay  and  horse  bam 
and  in  1901  put  up  a  windmill.  He  has 
the  place  well  improved  and  everything 
about  the  farm  is  attractive  and  neat  in 
appearance.     On   the   12th  of  December, 
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1901.  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  on  section  3,  which  was  somewhat 
improved,  and  there  he  built  a  barn  and 
put  up  a  windmill  in  1902.  He  drilled 
a  well  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  feet 
in  depth,  thus  having  an  abundant  supply 
of  w'ater.  He  has  likewise  tiled  the  land 
and  he  rents  a  portion  of  this  place.  He 
has  remodeled  his  own  residence  until 
he  has  a  very  comfortable  and  commodi- 
ous dwelling,  containing  eleven  rooms, 
closets  and  a  liall.  The  home  is  comforta- 
bly and  tastefully  furnished  and  the 
entire  farm  gives  evidence  of  his  careful 
supervision  and  thrift.  In  connection 
with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  keeps  Clvdes- 
dale  horses  and  owns  a  stallion  for  breed- 
ing purposes.  He  also  has  fifty  head 
of  steers  and  makes  a  specialty  of  raising- 
Poland  China  and  Jerse)'"  Red  hogs. 

.On  the  4th  of  April,  1877.  Mr.  Lund 
was  married  to  Miss  Hilma  C.  Lauger, 
who  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Iowa, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Lau- 
ger. Their  children  are:  Rudolph  G., 
born  February  3,  1879:  Walter  S., 
December  2t,,  1881 ;  Edah  V.,  February 
19,  1883;  and  Myrtle,  August  28,  1889. 
The  parents  hold  membership  in  the  Luth- 
eran church  and  Mr.  Lund  votes  with  the 
Republican  party,  keeping  well  informed 
on  the  issues  and  questions  of  the  day, 
but  is  without  aspiration  for  office,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  time  and  energies  to 
his  business  affairs.  AVhatever  he  under- 
takes he  carries  forward  to  successful 
completion,  having  the  determinati()n  and 
energy  that  enable  him  to  overcome  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles  and  to  regard  hard- 
ships rather  as  an  impetus  for  renewed 
effort.     Realizing  that  earnest  labor  con- 


stitutes the  strongest  element  in  all  suc- 
cess he  has  so  directed  his  efforts  as  to 
win  through  diligence  a  creditable  meas- 
ure of  prosperity. 


ANDREW  LINQUIST. 

The  Swedish-American  element  in  the 
citizenship  of  Henry  county  has  been  an 
important  one  leading  to  the  substantial 
and  desired  improvement  of  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  county.  x\ndrew  Lin- 
quist  was  born  in  Smolan  in  the  northern 
part  of  Sweden,  a  son  of  Colson  and 
Christina  Marie  Linquist.  His  child- 
hood and  early  youth  were  passed  in  his 
native  country  and  in  1871,  attracted  by 
the  opportunities  of  the  new  world  he 
came  from  Sweden  to  America  and  made 
his  way  to  Swedesburg,  Iowa,  where  he 
worked  for  his  cousin,  Oliver  Stephenson, 
spending  one  summer  upon  the  farm 
He  was  afterward  emplo}'ed  as  a  farm 
hand  by  others  until  1881,  when  he  invest- 
ed the  money  which  he  had  saved  from 
his  earnings  in  a  tract  of  land  of  forty 
acres  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
23,  Wayne  township.  L^pon  this  place 
was  a  small  house,  fourteen  by  sixteen 
feet.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming 
but  since  1895  has  rented  the  place  on 
account  of  his  health.  He  has  never  mar- 
ried but  continues  to  reside  upon  the 
farm.  He  built  a  story  and  a  half  house 
with  four  rooms  and  a  pantry  and  his 
dwelling  is  heated  by  furnace.  He  has 
planted  many  fruit  trees  and  now  has  a 
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nice  orchard  together  with  a  vineyard. 
There  is  also  a  new  corn  crib  upon  the 
place  and  other  buildings  and  his  farm 
shows  his  careful  supervision.  In  all  of 
his  methods  he  is  practical  and  energetic 
and  whatever  he  possesses  is  due  entirely 
to  his  own  labor  and  careful  management. 
He  votes  with  the  Republican  party  but 
is  without  aspiration  for  office  and  he 
holds  membership  in  the  Lutheran  church. 


ANSALEM   STANLEY. 

Ansalem  Stanley,  w^ho  was  a  resident 
of  Salem  township,  was  born  in  Colum- 
biana county,  Ohio,  July  13.  181 7,  and 
passed  away  October  30,  1905,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His 
father  was  Joseph  Stanley  and  his  grand- 
father bore  the  same  name.  The  former 
wedded  Abigail  Cobb,  a  daughter  of 
^^''addy  Cobb,  a  native  of  Virginia,  in 
which  state  not  only  the  grandparents 
but  also  the  parents  of  our  subject  were 
born.  They  were  farming  people  and 
Joseph  Stanley,  Jr.,  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Ohio,  he  and  his  wnfe  making 
their  home  in  that  state,  where  they  were 
married,  from  the  time  of  their  removal 
from  Virginia  until  they  were  called  to 
their  final  rest.  In  their  family  were  five 
daughters  and  three  sons,  of  whom  Ansa- 
lem Stanley  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth. 

In  the  common  schools  of  Ohio  Mr. 
Stanley  acquired  his  education  and  upon 
the   home    farm    w^as    reared,    remainine 


with  his  parents  until  1838,  when  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  he  started  for 
Iowa,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Joseph 
and  four  other  young  men.  They  pro- 
ceeded dow'U  the  Ohio  and  thence  up  the 
Mississippi  river  to  Fort  Madison,  Iowa, 
and  from  that  point  drove  across  the 
country  to  Salem  township.  Henry  county, 
where  Mr.  Stanley  worked  at  cabinet- 
making  and  carpentering  for  many  years. 
He  followed  that  pursuit  at  intervals  dur- 
ing his  entire  life  and  superintended  the 
work  of  building  Whittier's  College  at 
Salem  and  also  "White's  Institute,  which 
has  since  been  destroyed  by  fire.  He 
also  worked  on  many  of  the  best  of  the 
older  buildings  in  this  section  of  the  state 
and  through  his  skill  and  ability  as  a 
builder  contributed  in  substantial  measure 
to  the  improvement  of  his  adopted 
county.  He  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  16,  Salem  township,  to 
which  he  added  as  his  financial  resources 
permitted  until  he  was  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  acres,  including  thirty 
acres  of  timber  land  on  section  17.  wdiile 
the  remainder  was  on  sections  15  and  16. 
Salem  township.  In  1902.  however,  he 
sold  the  timber  tract.  The  remainder  of 
the  land  was  all  unimproved  when  it  came 
into  his  possession,  but  he  cleared  and 
cultivated  it,  erected  substantial  buildings 
and  placed  his  farm  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  also  improved  it  by 
the  erection  of  substantial  barns  and  out- 
buildings for  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
stock  and  in  course  of  time  had  trans- 
formed one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  into  as  productive  and  valuable  a 
tract  as  could  be  found  in  the  township. 
^Ir.   Stanley    was  twnce  married.     On 
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the  4th  of  May,  1842,  he  wedded  Phoebe 
Cook,  who  was  born  in  Preble  county, 
Ohio,  May  4,  1823,  a  daughter  of  Eh  and 
Ehzabeth  (Denny)  Cook.  Their  chil-- 
dren  were :  Ehzabeth,  now  the  wife  of 
James  Maxwell,  of  Lakeview,  Oregon; 
Joseph  H.,  a  resident  of  Baxter  Springs, 
Kansas ;  Daniel,  of  Dellvale,  Kansas,  and 
Mary  P.,  the  wife  of  Henry  Ross,  of 
Wichita,  Kansas.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  September  17,  185 1.  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Friends'  cemetery  in  Salem, 
Iowa.  On  the  22d  of  October,  1856,  Mr. 
Stanley  wedded  Hannah  B.  Ellyson,  who 
was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
November  6,  1835.  Her  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Zachariah  and  Mary 
(Vatau)  Ellyson,  natives  of  Virginia. 
Their  son  Robert,  born  in  the  same  state, 
was  married  to  Hannah  Butler,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey  and  a  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Hannah  (Webster)  Butler, 
natives  of  England  and  Ireland  respect- 
ively. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellyson  became  the 
parents  of  a  daughter  whom  they  gave 
the  name  of  Hannah  B.,  and  who  was 
educated  in  the  Friends'  Academy  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  Ohio,  after  attending  the 
common  schools.  Later  she  came  to  Iowa 
to  live  with  an  aunt  who  had  no  children. 
By  the  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Stanley 
there  were  born  nine  children :  Robert 
L.,  of  Bagley,  Iowa;  Phoebe  E.,  a  trained 
nurse;  Ina  R.,  the  wife  of  Arthur  Hunni- 
cutt,  of  Cumberland.  Wisconsin ;  Schuy- 
ler, at  home :  Amanda,  who  is  living  in 
Los  i\ngeles,  California;  Charles  A.,  of 
Salem  township ;  Jeanette,  at  home ; 
Zadok,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa;  and 
Sid  well  J.,  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo- 
rado. 


In  the  year  185 1,  attracted  by  the  dis- 
covery of  gold  in  California,  Mr.  Stanley 
left  home  by  the  water  route,  going  clown 
the  Mississippi  river,  crossing  the  gulf  of 
Mexico  and  making  his  way  across  the 
isthmus  at  Nicaraugua.  He  then  took 
passage  on  a  steamer  on  the  Pacific 
ocean  which  landed  him  at  San  Francisco 
after  being  three  months  upon  the 
way.  He  was  accompanied  by  John  H. 
Pickering  and  wife,  John  Smith,  wife 
and  child,  Reuben  and  Henry  Dorland 
and  James  Mace.  Mr.  Stanley  followed  car- 
pentering during  the  sojourn  in  California, 
which  covered  four  years  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  returned  to  Iowa,  pro- 
ceeding by  boat  to  the  isthmus  and  thence 
home  by  the  way  of  New  York.  He  had 
a  prosperous  trip  and  after  his  return 
lived  contentedly  in  Salem  township,  car- 
rying on  a  good  business  as  a  carpenter 
and  farmer.  As  the  years  passed  by  his 
labors  were  attended  with  success  and 
moreover  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  his  fellow  men  by  reason  of 
an  active,  honorable  and  upright  life.  He 
with  his  wife  held  membership  in  the 
Friends'  church,  in  which  he  served  as 
clerk  for  many  years.  His  political  alle- 
giance was  given  to  the  Republican  party 
and  he  served  as  township  clerk  and  as 
assessor  of  his  township.  Fraternally  he 
was  connected  with  Salem  Lodge,  No.  48, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
His  death  was  occasioned  by  paralysis 
and  he  passed  away  October  30,  1905, 
at  the  very  venerable  age  of  eighty-eight 
vears,  his  remains  being  interred  in  the 
Friends'  cemetery  at  Salem,  while  Mrs. 
Stanley  is  still  residing  at  the  old  home- 
place. 
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GEORGE  LEW  IS  KONGABLE. 

George  Lewis  Kongable,  deceased, 
wlio  was  a  respected  and  representative 
fanner  of  Scott  township,  was  born  in 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  November 
29,  1847,  ^""'s  parents  being  George  and 
Mar}-  Kongable.  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  boyhood 
was  passed  in  the  state  of  his  nativity  and 
when  he  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years 
he  went  to  Butler  county,  Ohio,  with 
some  companions,  spending  ten  years  in 
that  locality.  After  being  employed  by 
others  for  a  time  he  invested  in  land 
and  became  the  owner  of  a  good  farm, 
which  he  brought  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  At  length  he  sold  that  prop- 
erty, however,  and  in  1877  removed  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Louisa  county,  where 
he  was  employed  at  farm  labor  for  several 
years. 

On  the  7th  of  October.  1880,  Mr.  Kon- 
gable was  united  in  marriage  to  Aliss 
Laura  Belle  Wynkoop.  a  native  of  Butler 
county,  Ohio,  wdio  spent  a  portion  of  her 
girlhood  in  Preble  county,  that  state, 
removing  to  Iowa  after  her  marriage. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kongable  began  domestic 
life  upon  a  farm  near  Morning  Sun, 
Louisa  county,  where  they  lived  for  two 
years,  when,  having  sold  his  property  in 
Ohio.  Mr.  Kongable  took  up  his  abode 
upon  a  rented  farm  two  and  a  half  miles 
east  of  ^^J'nfield.  living  there  for  about 
eight  years.  He  then  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
section  21.  Scott  township,  upon  which 
there  was  an  old  house  and  a  shed,  consti- 
tuting the  only  improvements.  After  his 
death  Mrs.  Kongable  rebuilt  and  remod- 


eled the  house  until  it  is  now  a  comforta- 
ble residence  of  eight  rooms.  The  second 
year  after  taking  up  his  abode  here  he 
"built  a  good  barn  and  did  considerable 
tiling.  He  carried  on  general  farming 
and  in  addition  to  raising  the  cereals  best 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  he  also 
gave  considerable  attention  to  raising 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mrs.  Kongable  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Jane  (Everson)  Wynkoop,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  latter  of 
Butler  county.  Ohio.  They  resided  for  a 
time  in  Butler  county  but  in  1872  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Preble  county,  Ohio, 
near  Eaton,  where  their  remaining  days 
were  passed,  the  father  departing  this 
life  in  1899,  while  the  mother's  death 
occurred  in  February.  1905.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kongable  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, who  are  yet  living,  and  they  lost  a 
daughter,  Mintie  Edith,  who  died  in  1887 
at  the  age  of  two  years.  Those  who  still 
survive  are :  Jennie  Elizabeth,  '  Ora 
Edgar,  James  Everson,  William  Ellis, 
and  Clara  Belle. 

Mr.  Kongable  continued  to  reside 
upon  the  homestead  place  and  through  its 
cultivation  and  improvement  provided  for 
his  family  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  June  12,  1896.  He  dis- 
played many  excellent  traits  of  character, 
so  that  he  won  strong  friendships  and  his 
loss  was  deeply  deplored  therefore  by 
many  outside  of  his  immediate  family.  A 
worthy  Christian  gentleman,  he  held 
membership  in  the  Lmited  Presbyterian 
church  and  was  one  of  its  trustees.  His 
political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  left  to  his  family  a 
good  property  and  also  the  priceless  her- 
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itag-e  of  an  untarnished  name.  Mrs.  Kon- 
gable  still  resides  with  her  children  upon 
the  farm  left  to  her  by  her  husband  and 
has  also  rented  eighty  acres  just  north 
of  the  home  place  which  her  sons  operate 
in  connection  with  their  own  farm. 


JOHN  EDWARD  LINDELL. 

John  Edward  Lindelh  deceased,  was  a 
representative  agriculturist  of  Wayne 
township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Hes- 
sleby,  Sweden,  on  the  12th  of  November, 
1852.  his  parents  being-  Jonas  P.  and 
Anna  (Samuelson)  Lindell,  who  in  1869 
came  with  their  family  to  Wayne  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  Iowa.  They  were 
the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, all  of  whom  were  born  in  Sweden. 
The  father  purchased  here  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  on  sections  24 
and  25,  \A'ayne  township,  which  had  been 
improved  to  some  extent.  He  built  a 
modern  residence  in  1880.  planted  fifty 
fruit  trees,  made  fences  and  continued 
the  work  of  tilling  the  soil  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  afterward  retired  to  another 
farm  of  twenty  acres  in  Scott  township, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his 
death  occurring  on  the  21st  of  August, 
1891.  His  widow  still  survives  him  and 
has  been  a  resident  of  Chicago,  Illinois, 
since  January.  1892. 

John  Edward  Lindell  spent  the  first 
seventeen  years  of  his  life  in  his  native 
land  and  then  came  with  his  parents  to 
the  new  world.     He  was  reared  to  farm 


pursuits  and  always  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil.  In 
1883  he  purchased  the  old  family  home- 
stead, took  up  his  abode  thereon  and  as 
his  financial  resources  increased  he  added 
to  the  place  until  he  had  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  on  sections  24  and  25.  He 
carried  on  general  farming  and  also  raised 
Poland  China  hogs,  producing  the  best 
stock  of  that  kind  ever  raised  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  He  was  also  an  exten- 
sive dealer  in  horses,  which  he  bought  and 
sold  and  in  all  of  his  business  he  was 
progressive  and  enterprising. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1881,  Mr. 
Lindell  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda 
Stephenson,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county,  Iowa,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Oli- 
ver and  Mary  H.  (Johnson)  Stephenson, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Sweden. 
Her  father  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents 
in  1849,  the  family  home  being  established 
in  Jeft'erson  county  and  the  mother 
arrived  in  Mount  Pleasant  with  friends 
in  1858.  They  were  married  in  Jefferson 
county  in  i860  and  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  ]\Irs.  Lindell 
is  the  eldest.  Nine  of  the  number  are 
now  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson 
began  their  domestic  life  in  Jefferson 
county,  where  he  owned  eighty  acres  of 
land.  He  also  owned  a  half  section  in 
Wayne  township,  being  the  home  place, 
and  one  hundred  acres  in  Clay  county. 
Iowa,  together  with  eighty  acres  in  W^al- 
Vace  county,  Kansas.  As  the  years  passed 
he  prospered  in  his  undertakings,  making 
judicious  investments  in  real  estate.  He 
died  July  16,  1898,  having  for  several 
vears  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away 
August   24.    1 89 1,   their    remains    being 
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interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Swedesburg-. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindell  were  born 
twelve  children:     Elsie  Lenora.  married 
January  17,  1906,  Augustus  Nelson,  who 
was  bom  at  Prairie  City,  Illinois,  and  is 
now  farming  the  property  of  Mrs.  Lin- 
dell:  Edna  Caroline;  ^lay  Violet;  John 
Harlan  Oliver;  Selma  Averda,  who  died 
September  6,   1892,  at  the  age    of    two 
years;  Paul  Harold,  who  died    January 
22.     1902.    at    the    age    of    nine    years 
and   four  months;  Lloyd  Wilford;  Ivan 
\\'alter;  Ruth  Nina;  Virgil  Stephenson; 
Clemens  Burdette;  and    Alma    Dorothea 
Pauline.      Mr.   Lindell   erected  upon   his 
farm  a  large  residence  of  eleven  rooms 
and  an  acetylene  gas  plant  was  installed 
for  lighting  purposes  in  1902.     There  is 
a  bath   room,   various  closets  and    alto- 
gether there  are  twenty-three  apartments 
in  the  house.     Water  is  supplied  to  the 
house  and  in  fact  it  is  equipped  with  all 
modem   conveniences  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  farm  residences  in  the  county.     In 
his  business  affairs  Mr.  Lindell  met  with 
success,  carefully  controlling  his  interests 
and  by  unfaltering  diligence  winning  the 
prosperity  that  crowned  his  efforts  and 
enabled  him  to  leave  his  family  in  very 
comfortable     circumstances.      He   passed 
away  Januar}'  21,  1905.  and  was  laid  to 
rest  at  Swedesburg.  His  business  associ- 
ates and  his  acquaintances  of  socal  life  felt 
deep   regret  at  his  untimely  taking  off, 
but  the  greatest  loss  came  to  the  family, 
for  he  was  a  devoted  husbanrl  and  father. 
^Irs.   Lindell  now   resides  on   the  home 
farm,  being  surrounded  by  all  her  living 
children  with  the  exception  of  John  H. 
O..  who  is  now  in  Augustana  College  at 
Rock  Island,   Illinois.     Mr.   Lindell  was 


a  republican  and  took  a  deep  interest  in 
the  work  and  success  of  his  party.  He 
held  membership  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
church,  in  which  he  filled  the  offices  of 
trustee  and  secretary  and  he  was  also 
superintendent  of  the  building  committee 
at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  par- 
sonage in  1 90 1.  His  life  was  character- 
ized by  all  that  is  honorable  and  manly 
and  moreover  his  record  proved  what  may 
be  attained  by  close  and  persistent  pur- 
pose supplemented  by  unqualified  business 
intesfritv. 


\\7LLIAM  RANSOM. 

A\'illiam  Ransom,  who  has  passed  the 
eig-htv-first  milestone  on  life's  journev  and 
is  therefore  living  retired,  owns,  however, 
three  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  Henry  county  and  his  possessions 
are  such  as  to  bring  him  a  very  desirable 
income,  so  that  he  is  enabled  to  enjoy  all 
the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life.  He  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, January  17,  1825,  a  son  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  Ransom.  His  parents  were 
weavers  in  England  and  in  the  year  1832 
they  bade  adieu  to  their  friends  and  native 
countiw  and  took  passage  upon  a  sailing 
vessel  bound  for  the  United  States.  The 
voyage  lasted  for  six  weeks  ere  anchor 
was  dropped  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 
They  had  sailed  from  Liverpool  and  after 
reaching  the  American  port  they  hastened 
westward  to  Morgan  county,  Illinois, 
making  the  journey  by  wagon  and  by  the 
Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Illinois  rivers.     At 
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length  they  reached  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
where  Mr.  Ransom  rented  a  farm  and  in 
connection  with  its  cultivation  he  engaged 
also  in  weaving.  There  he  lived  for  sev- 
eral years  and  in  1841  came  to  Salem 
township.  Henry  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
invested  the  capital  which  he  had  ac- 
quired through  his  diligence  and  perse- 
verance in  a  tract  of  two  hundred  acres 
of  land  on  section  33.  Salem  township. 
There  was  a  log  house  and  a  well  upon 
the  place  but  only  about  eleven  acres  of 
the  wild  prairie  land  had  been  broken. 
Therefore  upon  him  devolved  the  arduous 
task  of  developing  new  land  and  to  the 
work  he  gave  his  energies  in  untiring 
manner  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1854.  when  he  was  seventy-five  years 
of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  until  1882. 
passing  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
William  Ransom,  the  eldest  of  their 
seven  children,  of  whom  two  sons  had 
been  bom  prior  to  the  emigration  to  the 
United  States,  had  but  very  limited  educa- 
tional privileges  and  in  fact  his  knowledge 
has  been  acquired  almost  entirely  through 
experience  and  observation.  He  was  but 
seven  years  of  age  when  the  family 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  was  a  youth  of 
only  sixteen  at  the  time  of  the  removal 
to  Iowa.  When  he  came  here  he  saw  many 
Indians,  who  frequently  visited  the  settle- 
ments of  the  frontier.  He  also  saw 
wolves  and  deer  and  underwent  the  usual 
hardships  of  early  pioneer  times.  Follow- 
ing his  parents'  death  he  farmed  the  land, 
constituting  the  old  homestead,  which  at 
one  time  comprised  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  acres  but  Mr.  Ransom  has 
since  disposed  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
this,  although  he  still  retains  the  owner- 


ship of  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres. 
This  is  a  valuable  property,  which  returns 
to  him  a  good  income  and  enables  him  to 
enjoy  many  of  the  comforts  of  life. 

In  September.  1885,  Mr.  Ransom  was 
married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Hawkins,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Johnson 
Hawkins.  He  built  his  present  stone  res- 
idence in  1863  and  he  has  improved  the 
place  in  fine  shape,  making  it  one  of  the 
valuable  farm  properties  of  this  portion 
of  the  state.  His  life  has  been  character- 
ized by  diligence  and  earnest  toil  and  as 
the  years  have  gone  by  he  placed  his  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  tilling 
the  fields  until  they  return  him  golden 
harvests  for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed 
upon  them.  He  also  raised  horses,  mules, 
sheep,  cattle  and  hogs  and  was  an  excel- 
lent judge  of  stock  and  gained  success  in 
this  line  of  business.  Now  he  is  leaving 
the  active  work  of  the  farm  to  others  and 
is  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest  and  the 
income  which  he  derives  from  his  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  thirty  acres. 

In  his  political  views  ^Ir.  Ransom  is 
a  democrat  and  has  served  as  school 
director  and  as  treasurer  of  the  township, 
filling  the  ofiice  for  thirty  years.  His 
residence  in  this  part  of  the  state  covers 
almost  sixty-five  years  and  he  has  there- 
fore been  a  witness  to  its  material  growth 
and  progress  as  the  evidences  of  pioneer 
life  have  given  way  before  those  of  an 
advancing  civilization.  He  has  done  his 
full  share  in  the  work  of  reclaiming  this 
district  and  has  always  been  honored  by 
his  fellow  men  for  what  he  has  accom- 
plished, deserving  much  more  credit  than 
many  who  in  youth  were  provided  with 
excellent  educational  privileges. 
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ENOCH  BEERY. 

Enoch  Beery  is  the  owner  of  three  hnn- 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land  in 
Salem  township,  located  on  section  22  and 
as  a  general  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser 
he  has  l^ecome  well  known  by  reason  of 
his  practical  enterprising  methods  and  his 
enviable  success.  He  was  born  in  Balti- 
more township.  Henry  county,  on  the  6th 
of  October,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Levi  L. 
and  ^targaret  (Short)  Beery,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
Isaac  Beery.  It  was  the  year  1842  that 
Levi  L.  Beery  came  to  this  county  and 
had  located,  after  which  his  wife  and  two 
children  joined  him,  he  having  been  mar- 
ried in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  He  pur- 
chased land  in  Baltimore  township,  secur- 
ing a  tract  of  timl^er  situated  on  Big 
Creek.  Onl}-  a  few  acres  had  been  cleared 
and  he  at  once  began  the  difficult  task  of 
cutting  away  the  timber,  clearing  out  the 
Ijrush  and  grubbing  out  the  stumps.  He 
cleared  many  acres  and  thus  aided  in  sub- 
duing the  wilderness  and  transforming  a 
wild  tract  into  a  valuable  possession.  His 
first  purchase  comprised  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  but  as  he  prospered 
in  his  undertakings  and  his  financial 
resources  were  increased  he  also  increased 
his  acreage  until  he  had  about  one  thou- 
sand acres  in  Henry  county.  He  also 
made  judicious  investments  in  real  estate 
in  Nebraska,  having  one  thousand  acres 
in  Fillmore  and  Valley  counties.  He  died 
in  the  year  1893,  having  for  about,  two 
years  survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  1891. 

Enoch  Beery  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom 


were  sons.  He  pursued  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  and  afterward 
attended.  Howe's  Academy  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  thus  acquiring  a  good  English 
education  which  well  equipped  him  for  the 
performance  of  life's  practical  and 
responsible  duties.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Baltimore  township,  living  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-eight  years  of 
age,  when  he  was  married  and  established 
a  home  of  his  own.  It  was  on  the  27th  of 
November,  1883,  that  he  wedded  Miss 
Susan  Rains,  who  was  born  in  New  Lon- 
don township  and  was  a  student  in  the 
public  schools  in  her  girlhood  days.  Her 
parents  were  Zebbedee  and  Phebe  (Ham- 
ell)  Rains,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Indiana  and  her  paternal  grandfather 
was  Samuel  Rains  and  her  maternal 
grandmother  Dorcas  Hamell.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
and  ]\Irs.  Beery;  Levi  L.,  born  September 
7,  1888;  Floyd  R.,  born  November  26, 
1891 ;  and  Mary  H.,  August  2/,  1894. 

Following  his  marriage  Enoch  Beery 
took  up  his  abode  upon  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  22, 
Salem  township.  He  came  into  posses- 
sion of  this  tract  at  his  father's  death  and 
later  he  added  one  hundred  acres,  so  that 
he  now  has  a  valuable  farm  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres.  This  tract,  like 
much  of  Iowa's  land,  is  very  productive, 
responding  readily  to  cultivation  and  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  keeping  horses,  cattle,  hogs  and 
sheep  upon  his  place.  'Sir.  Beery  is  an 
extensive  and  successful  stock-dealer,  his 
principal  business  being  buying  and  sell- 
ing stock  cattle,  selling  to  the  feeders 
mainlv.     He  raises  onlv  eood  2'rades  and 
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he  therefore  finds  a  ready  sale  for  his 
stock  upon  the  market.  In  matters  of  busi- 
ness his  judgment  is  rarely,  if  ever,  at 
fault  and  in  the  control  of  his  interests 
he  has  found  that  keen  discrimination, 
capable  management,  close  application 
and  indefatigable  energy  form  a  splendid 
foundation  upon  which  to  rear  the  super- 
structure of  success.  In  those  relations  of 
life  which  indicate  personal  views  and 
tendencies  of  character.  Mr.  Beery  is  found 
on  the  side  of  improvement  and  progress. 
He  is  an  exemplary  representative  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has 
attained  the  degrees  of  the  lodge,  chap- 
ter and  commandery  at  Mount  Pleasant 
and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity,  while  politically  he 
is  an  earnest  republican. 


M.VRION   McVEY. 

]\Iarion  McVey,  deceased,  who  for 
many  years  w'as  identified  with  farming 
and  stock-raising  interests  in  this  county, 
was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Indiana, 
September  26,  1840,  his  parents  being 
John  and  A.  Eliza  (Rhodes)  McVey, 
who  were  likewise  natives  of  Indiana. 
The  former  was  a  son  of  William  McVey 
and  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Rhodes.  In  the  year  1850  the  parents 
came  from  Indiana  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Jackson  township,  Henry  county,  near 
Salem,  where  John  McVey  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land.  This  was  unim- 
proved and  he  began  its  cultivation  and 
development,  transforming  it  into  a  pro- 


ductive tract.  He  has  since  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  county,  covering  a  period  of 
fifty-six  years  and  he  now  resides  in  Jack- 
son township,  being  one  of  the  venerable 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state, 
who  has  long  witnessed  the  changes  that 
have  occurred  here,  bringing  about  the 
present  advanced  state  of  development. 

Marion  McVey  was  a  youth  of  ten 
summers  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Iowa,  and  his  youth  was  spent  under  the 
parental  roof,  while  in  the  common 
schools  he  acquired  his  education.  Dur- 
ing the  periods  of  vacation  he  worked  in 
the  fields  and  had  thus  gained  practical 
knowledge  of  farming  when  he  started 
out  in  life  for  himself.  He  traveled  to 
some  extent  through  the  western  states 
prior  to  his  marriage,  which  important 
event  in  his  life  occurred  on  the  24th  of 
September,  1879.  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Charity  Scarborough,  who 
was  born  in  Henry  county,  March  12, 
1859.  She,  too,  was  indebted  to  the  pub- 
lic school  system  for  the  educational  privi- 
leges she  received.  Her  parents  were  John 
L.  and  Eunice  (Hiatt)  Scarborough,  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina,  and  of  Ohio  re- 
spectively and  the  latter  was  a  daughter 
of  Isom  Hiatt,  who  was  likewise  born  in 
the  Buckeye  state.  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Vey became  the  'parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  died  in  infancy :  Guy 
J.,  born  July  30,  1881,  married  Mabel 
Flossie  Jameson  and  now  lives  in  Keo- 
kuk, he  owning  a  farm  in  Missouri ;  Mel- 
vin  M.,  September  9,  1883,  at  home;  For- 
est L.,  December  13.  1889:  and  Eunice 
E.,  April  19,  1892,  are  still  living. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Mc- 
Vev  owned  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  sec- 
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tion  25,  Salem  township,  and  ninety-two 
acres  in  Jackson  township.  The  home 
farm  in  Salem  township  had  an  old  house 
where  they  lived  for  several  years,  but  as 
the  months  went  by  he  prospered,  and  in 
1890  felt  that  his  capital  justified  the 
erection  of  a  new  home.  He  built  a  frame 
residence  containing  seven  rooms  and  he 
also  added  forty  acres  to  his  former  hold- 
ings, thus  becoming  the  possessor  alto- 
gether of  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
acres  of  rich  and  cultivable  land,  of  which 
eighty  acres  was  on  section  25,  Salem 
township,  and  the  remainder  in  Jackson 
township.  Mr.  McVey  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  general  agricultural  pursuits  and 
stock-raising,  having  well  tilled  fields, 
while  in  his  pastures  were  seen  good 
grades  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  also 
was  quite  a  stock-dealer.  He  was  energetic 
in  his  work,  resolute  in  all  that  he  under- 
took and  carried  forward  to  successful 
completion  whatever  he  began.  His  po- 
litical support  was  given  to  the  Democ- 
racv,  but  he  never  sought  nor  desired  of- 
fice, preferring  to  concentrate  his  ener- 
gies upon  his  business  interests  and 
through  his  capable  management  and  in- 
defatigable energy  he  became  possessed 
of  a  good  property,  which  thus  enabled 
him  to  leave  his  famil}'  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. He  died  January  26,  1899, 
and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Salem  cemetery. 
He  had  been  a  good  business  man,  reli- 
able in  his  dealings  and  was  also  a  faith- 
ful friend,  while  in  his  family  he  was  a 
devoted  husband  and  father.  Nearly  his 
entire  life  had  been  spent  in  this  countv, 
and  many  who  knew  him  felt  a  sense  of 
deep  personal  loss  when  he  was  called 
awav. 


\\TLLIAM  ALEXANDER  WILEY. 

The  farming  interests  of  Scott  town- 
ship find  a  worthy  representative  in  W. 
A.  ^\''iley,  whose  life  record  began  on  the 
8th  of  January,  1841,  in  Genesee  county. 
New  York.  He  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Corbett)  Wiley,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Putnam  county.  New 
York.  The  paternal  grandfather,  George 
\Mley,  was,  however,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  W^illiam  Corbett,  the  maternal 
grandfather,  also  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  of  day  in  the  land  of  hills  and 
heather.  Li  his  early  life  James  Wiley 
learned  and  followed  the  carpenter's 
trade,  removing  from  Putnam  to  Genesee 
county.  New  York. 

Li  the  latter  county  W.  A.  \\"iley  of 
this  review  was  reared  and  educated,  pur- 
suing-  his  studies  in  the  district  schools. 
His  time  and  attention  were  devoted  to 
work  and  play  in  the  usual  manner  of  lads 
of  the  period  and  he  continued  a  resi- 
dent of  Genesee  county  until  1866,  when, 
thinking  that  he  might  have  better  busi- 
ness opportunities  in  the  new  but  rapidly 
growing  west,  he  made  his  way  to  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  began  life  upon  a 
rented  farm  in  Wayne  township.  There 
he  resided  until  1869,  when  he  invested 
the  capital  that  he  had  saved  from  his 
earnings  in  a  tract  of  land  of  eighty  acres 
on  section  33,  Scott  township.  There  he 
built  a  residence  of  eight  rooms  and  also 
a  barn,  forty-four  by  fifty-four  feet,  fur- 
nishing ample  shelter  for  hay  and  stock. 
He  also  planted  liedge  fences  and  laid 
many  rods  of  tiling,  so  that  the  farm  is 
well  drained.  In  1880  he  added  eighty 
acres  to  his  original  tract,  his  place  being 
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divided  by  the  north  and  south  road.  Here 
he  carried  on  general  farming  and  he  also 
raises  from  ten  to  twelve  head  of  horses 
each  year,  about  twenty  cattle,  mostly  of 
the  Durham  breed  and  about  fifty  head  of 
Poland  China  hogs.  He  is  an  excellent 
judge  of  the  value  of  stock  and  in  his 
business  interests  in  this  direction  he  has 
met  with  success.  He  also  finds  a  readv 
sale  for  his  crops  upon  the  market  because 
he  uses  good  seed,  follows  progressive 
methods  in  tilling  the  fields  and  therefore 
annually  garners  good  harvests. 

AMien  the  country  w^as  engaged  in  the 
Civil  war  Air.  AA^iley  proved  his  loyalty  to 
the  Union  by  enlisting  for  active  service 
on  the  7th  of  October,  1861,  as  a  member 
of  Company  M,  First  New  York  Light 
Artillery.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to 
duty  under  General  Banks  in  the  Shenan- 
doah valley  and  remained  under  that  lead- 
ership until  the  battle  of  Antietam.  Mr. 
Wiley  was  largely  engaged  in  service  in 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  as  a  member  of 
the  twelfth  army  corps  and  for  two  years 
was  connected  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. This  fact  indicates  that  he  was  in 
much  hard  ser^^ice,  participating  in  many 
hotly  contested  battles  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  his  three  years'  term  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on 
the  2 1  St  of  October.  1864. 

On  the  28th  of  November.  1866.  Mr. 
Wiley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Matilda  Canby.  who  was  born  in  ^^"aynes- 
ville.  Ohio,  and  there  attended  school  until 
she  came  with  her  parents  to  Iowa,  the 
family  home  being  established  in  Daven- 
port, where  her  father  engaged  in  milling. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Esther 
(Lownes)    Canby.    both   of   whom   were 


natives  of  jMaryland.  After  removing  to 
Iowa.  Mrs.  Wiley  continued  her  studies 
in  the  schools  of  Davenport  and  is  a  lady 
of  good  education,  culture  and  refinement, 
held  in  high  esteem  by  many  friends. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiley  have  been  born 
five  children :  Alice,  the  wife  of  David 
Osborn.  of  Scott  township;  Fred,  who  is 
living  in  the  same  township ;  Hugh  and 
Guy,  who  are  residents  of  Canaan  town- 
ship ;  and  Ralph,  at  home. 

Mr.  Wiley  is  a  republican,  interested 
in  the  success  of  his  party,  yet  without 
aspiration  for  office.  Fraternally  he  is 
connected  with  the  Alasonic  lodge  at  Win- 
field.  In  a  review  of  his  life  history,  not- 
ing the  salient  points  and  his  chief  charac- 
teristics, we  find  much  that  is  commenda- 
ble, for  in  business  he  has  been  energetic 
and  reliable,  in  military  service  loyal  and 
obedient,  and  in  social  relations  has  held 
friendship  inviolable  and  the  duties  of  the 
liome  sacred. 


^^'ILLIAM  R.  CKEW. 

Although  eighty  years  of  age.  William 
R.  Crew  is  still  an  active  factor  in  busi- 
ness life  and  such  a  record  of  industry 
should  put  to  shame  many  a  man,  who, 
having  grown  weary  of  the  struggles  and 
burdens  of  a  business  career,  would  rel- 
egate to  others  the  work  that  he  should 
perform.  Mr.  Crew  was  formerly  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  valuable  land,  which  he  carefully  culti- 
vated, but  in  more  recent  vears  has  sold 
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the  original  farm  and  now  owns  forty 
acres  near  Salem,  on  which  he  is  engaged 
in  the  raising  of  poultry. 

His  life  history  began  in  Hanover 
county,  Virginia,  on  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1826.  His  paternal  grandparents 
were  IMacajah  and  Telitha  (  Ladd)  Crew, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  England, 
and  coming  to  America  they  became  the 
founders  of  this  branch  of  the  family  in 
the  new  Avorld.  Their  son.  AA'alter  Crew, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  and  having  arrived 
at  years  of  maturity  was  married  in  that 
state  to  Miss  Sarah  B.  Rice,  who  was  also 
born  in  the  Old  Dominion,  while  her  fa- 
ther, William  Rice,  was  likewise  a  native 
of  England.  In  the  year  1849  Walter 
Crew  and  his  wife  started  for  Iowa,  mak- 
ing the  journey  by  wagon  in  company 
with  their  fourteen  children,  five  sons  and 
nine  daughters.  Of  this  family  William 
R.  Crew  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth, 
and  he  and  the  three  youngest  daughters 
are  the  only  one  now  living.  The  jour- 
ney westward  was  made  after  the  primi- 
tive manner  of  the  times.  They  traveled 
as  far  as  they  could  by  daylight  and  then 
camped  out  along  the  roadside  at  night. 
Eventually  the  distance  was  covered,  al- 
though it  had  taken  weeks  to  accomplish 
a  journey  which  now  would  be  made  in 
less  than  two  days.  On  reaching  Salem 
township,  Henry  county,  the  father  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres 
of  land  near  the  town  of  Salem.  Some 
improvements  had  been  made  upon  the 
property  and  Mr.  Crew  began  the  further 
development  and  cultivation  of  the  place. 
Xew  buildings  were  erected  and  he  car- 
ried on  the  work  of  the  fields,  w^hich  in 
due   course   of   time   brought    forth    rich 


harvests.  His  labors  were  devoted  to  gen- 
eral agricultural  pursuits  there  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death  and  his  wife  also  passed 
away  upon  that  farm.  The  property  then 
came  into  possesion  of  the  brother  of  our 
subject,  who  lived  thereon  until  his  own 
demise  in  March,  1905. 

AA^illiam  R.  Crew  is  a  self-educated 
man.  He  had  no  school  privileges  in 
youth,  but  in  the  school  of  experience  he 
has  learned  many  practical  and  valuable 
lessons.  He  was  about  twenty-three  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the 
family  from  Virginia  to  low'a,  and  he  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  wdien  he  began  earning  his 
living  by  working  as  a  farm  hand  in 
Henry  county,  being  thus  emplo}'ed  until 
1854,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to 
merchandising  in  Salem,  forming  a  part- 
nership with  his  brother-in-law,  Alfred 
Sluyter.  This  relation  was  maintained 
until  1857,  when  they  sold  out  and  in 
1859  Mr.  Crew  located  on  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  lived  for  two  years.  In 
1866  he  purchased  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  on  section  16,  Salem 
township,  and  at  once  began  to  till  his 
fields  and  improve  the  propert}'.  making 
his  home  there  until  April,  1897,  when  he 
sold  out,  not  wishing  to  have  the  care  of 
so  extensive  a  farm.  He  then  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  on  section  26,  Salem 
township,  and  he  now  superintends  this 
place. 

]\Ir.  Crew  was  first  married  on  the  loth 
of  February,  1852,  his  union  being  with 
Caroline  B.  Richey,  who  was  born  in 
Pike  county,  Illinois,  and  w^as  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Nancy  (Browning)  Richey, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  Eight  children  were 
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born  of  this  marriage :  Cordelia,  now  the 
wife  of  D.  S.  Swan,  of  Cheyenne,  Wyom- 
ing; Leroy  B.,  who  is  hving  in  Crayton, 
Nebraska;  Eva  E.,  the  wife  of  William 
B.  Donaldson,  a  druggist  residing  in 
Pierce,  Nebraska;  Edwin  G.,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Pierce  county,  Nebraska ;  Lu- 
ella  H.,  wife  of  John  H.  Boyce,  also  of 
Pierce  county;  Alfred  S.,  of  Alliance.  Ne- 
braska; Fannie  F.,  the  wife  of  D.  A. 
Hartley,  of  Salem  township,  Henry 
county,  Iowa;  and  Carrie,  who  died  in 
infancy.  The  wife  and  mother  passed 
away  on  the  3d  of  August.  1867.  ^Ir. 
Crew  was  again  married  Alarch  24,  1870, 
on  which  date  Alary  E.  Smith  became  his 
wife.  She  was  born  in  W^ayne  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Brown)  Smith,  who  were  natives  of 
Waynesville,  Ohio.  Two  children,  twins, 
resulted  from  this  marriage :  Leonard  F., 
who  is  now  living  in  Kansas  City,  Kan- 
sas; and  William  R..  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Crew  not  only  ably  cared  for  her 
own  children,  but  also  her  stepchildren. 
There  was  never  any  favor  or  partially 
shown  between  them  and  she  was  indeed 
a  true  and  loyal  mother.  She  died  Decem- 
ber 7,  1883.  On  the  2nd  of  April,  1896, 
jMr.  Crew  wedded  Alice  M.  Stansbury, 
who  was  born  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
there.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Margaret  (McKeehan)  Stansbury.  The 
mother  died  when  the  daughter  was  only 
two  years  old  and  the  father's  death  oc- 
curred when  Mrs.  Crew  was  a  little 
maiden  of  eight  summers.  There  have 
been  no  children  born  of  this  marriage, 
but  in  1898  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crew  took  a 
bov   to   raise,    Charles    K.    Cooksie,   who 


came  to  them  from  the  Iowa  Children's 
Home  at  Des  Moines  and  who  was  born 
in  July,  1885.  Sarah  Gilbert,  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1889,  was  taken  by  them  from  the 
children's  home  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1902,  and  Reese  Irving,  who 
was  born  about  1899,  came  to  them  from 
the  Ottumwa  home  in  August,  1905. 
Since  1898  Mrs.  Crew  has  been  rais- 
ing and  dealing  in  Light  Brahma  chick- 
ens, ^^  hite  Holland  turkeys,  white 
guineas  and  Pekin  ducks  and  also  sells 
eggs  in  season.  She  has  shipped  both 
poultry  and  eggs  to  Montana  in  large 
quantities  and  also  to  other  western  states 
and  the  business  is  quite  profitable  and  is 
carried  on  extensively  by  her.  Mr. 
Crew  gives  his  personal  supervision  to 
the  improvement  of  the  farm,  although 
now  nearly  eighty  years  of  age.  He 
wasa  birthright  Friend,  or  Quaker,  and 
was  reared  in  that  faith,  but  since  the  20th 
of  February,  1859.  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  church.  On  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  he 
became  one  of  its  stalwart  advocates  and 
has  since  voted  for  its  men  and  measures. 
He  has  served  altogether  for  eleven  years 
as  county  supervisor,  acting  in  that  office 
from  1866  until  1869  inclusive,  again 
from  1 87 1  until  1873  and  then  after  an 
interval  of  one  year  from  1875  until  1878 
inclusive.  His  capable  public  service  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  was  so  long 
retained  in  the  office  and  in  all  matters  of 
progressive  citizenship  in  his  community 
his  aid  has  been  a  valued  factor  and  one 
always  to  be  relied  on.  He  is  now  a  ven- 
erable citizen,  respected  and  honored  by 
all.  He  can  look  back  over  the  past  with- 
out regret,   for  his  has  l)een  an  upright 
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life,  prompted  by  good  motives  and  actu- 
acted  by  honorable  and  kindly  relations 
with  his   fellow  men. 


CLARK  R.  IBBOTSON. 

Clark.  R.  Ibbotson  is  a  representative 
of  a  pioneer  family  of  Iowa.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  George  Ibbotson.  was  born 
in  England  and  became  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines  county,  Iowa,  in  1838.  The  work 
of  development  and  improvement  had 
scarcely  been  begun  in  this  state,  which 
was  still  under  the  territorial  rule  of  Wis- 
consin. He  wisely  made  extensive  and 
judicious  investments  in  real  estate, 
becoming  the  owner  of  over  one  thousand 
acres  of  land,  some  of  which  he  entered 
from  the  government.  His  labors  were 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  his  property  and  he  continued  his 
residence  in  Des  Moines  county  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1894, 
when  he  had  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-six  years.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Riggs,  and  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  survived  him  until  1904,  and 
died  in  Oklahoma  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  He  was  classed  with  the  early 
citizens  of  Des  Moines  county  and  he 
aided  in  its  reclamation  and  early  develop- 
ment, planting  the  seeds  of  progress  that 
have  borne  rich  fruit  at  a  later  date. 

George  Ibbotson.  father  of  Clark  R. 
Ibbotson,  was  born  upon  the  old  farm 
homestead  in  Des  Moines  county  and 
there  resided  until  iSSo.wh'en  he  removed 


to  Louisa  county,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  developing  a  farm 
that  continued  to  be  his  home  until  his 
life's  labors  were  ended  in  death.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  O.  Tucker,  also  a 
native  of  Des  Moines  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor  Tucker. 
Mr.  Ibbotson  departed  this  life  November 
15.  1890,  after  which  his  widow  contin- 
ued to  reside  upon  the  old  homestead  in 
Louisa  county  until  1903.  when  she  sold 
the  property  and  removed  to  Bates  county, 
Missouri,  where  she  is  now  living  with 
her  second  husband,  William  Reece,  and 
two  of  her  daughters  by  her  first  marriage 
reside  with  her. 

Clark  R.  Ibbotson  was  born  in  Des 
Moines  county  November  18,  1877,  began 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  there, 
afterward  attended  the  high  school  at 
Columbus  City,  Iowa,  and  pursued  a  com- 
mercial course  in  Elliott's  Business  Col- 
lege in  Burlington.  He  was  thus  well 
equipped  by  thorough  intellectual  train- 
ing for  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
business  life  and  he  obtained  practical 
knowledge  of  farm  work  through  the 
assistance  which  he  rendered  his  father 
during  the  period  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth.  He  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  then 
began  farming-  on  his  own  account,  pur- 
chasing seventy-seven  acres  of  land  situ- 
ated a  half  mile  north  and  a  mile  east  of 
Wayne,  Iowa.  A  year  later,  however,  he 
sold  that  property  and  bought  eighty 
acres  on  section  36,  Scott  township,  and 
forty  acres  on  section  i.  Canaan  town- 
ship. Removing  to  this  place  he  has  since 
carried  on  general  farming  and  he  also 
raises    stock,    having   now    aLout    eleven 
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head  of  horses,  thirteen  head  of  short- 
horn cattle  and  about  one  hundred  head 
of  Poland  China  hogs.  His  farm  is  well 
improved,  indicating  in  its  neat  and 
thrifty  appearance  the  careful  supervision 
of  the  owner. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1900,  Mr. 
Ibbotson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Kate  B.  Werner,  who  was  born  in  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Fred  and 
Martha  (Brombaugh)  Werner,  the  for- 
mer born  in  Odessa,  Russia,  and  the  latter 
near  Knoxville,  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ibbotson  have  two  children :  Ruby,  born 
November  8,  1901,  and  Glenn,  on  the  ist 
of  September,  1903.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Ibbotson  is  connected  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  politically 
with  the  Republican  party  but  the  honors 
and  emoluments  of  office  have  had  no 
attraction  for  him,  as  his  attention  has 
been  given  in  undivided  manner  to  his 
business  interests,  which,  being  carefully 
conducted,  have  advanced  him  far  on  the 
highway  of  success. 


ISAAC  CHILD. 


Isaac  Child,  who  for  many  years  was 
identified  with  agricultural  interests  in 
Henry  county,  was  born  in  Plomstead 
township,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  15th  of  December,  1799.  and  was  a 
representative  of  an  old  colonial  family, 
his  ancestors  having,  come  to  America 
when  this  country  was  still  numbered 
among  the  possessions  of  Great  Britain. 


His  paternal  grandfather  was  Isaac  Child, 
who  on  one  occasion  in  the  destruction  of 
his  home  by  fire  had  his  four  children 
1)urned  to  death.  Later  four  other  chil- 
dren were  added  to  the  family  and  they 
were  named  for  those  whom  he  had  previ- 
ously lost.  This  number  included  Jona- 
than Child,  father  of  our  subject,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  there  mar- 
ried Deborah  Michener,  a  daughter  of 
John  Michener. 

Isaac  Child  acquired  his  education  in 
the  subscription  schools  of  his  native 
county,  became  a  well  informed  man  and 
engaged  in  school  teaching  in  Pennsyl- 
vania through  the  winter  months  for  nine 
years  in  one  district  which  speaks  highly, 
of  his  ability  and  the  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  as  an  educator.  He 
was  married  in  December,  1833,  to 
Esther  Price,  who  was  born  in  Bucking- 
ham township,  Bucks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  13th  of  December,  1803.  her 
parents  being  James  and  Naomi  (  Pres- 
ton) Price,  the  former  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Child  while  still  residing  in 
Pennsylvania  became  the  parents  of  five 
children :  Deborah,  who  was  born  in 
May,  1834,  died  in  1865,  when  about 
thirty-one  years  of  age.  Samuel  Joseph 
was  born  November  25.  1835.  Homer 
was  born  February  24,  1838.  Phebe, 
born  December  12,  1839,  became  the  wife 
of  Pizarro  C.  Arnold,  who  is  now  a 
retired  merchant  residing  in  Cameron, 
Missouri.  A  child  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  James,  born  May  8,  1846.  died  in 
Zolfo,  Florida,  in  1895,  after  having  car- 
ried on  merchandising  there  for  some 
years. 


588 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


In  the  year  1859  Isaac  Child  came  with 
his  family  to  Iowa,  making  his  way  to 
Salem.  He  lived  in  the  town  for  one 
year  and  then  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  on  section  15,  Salem  town- 
ship, removing  to  the  farm  in  the  spring 
of  i860.  There  he  carried  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits,  placing  his  fields 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1868 
however,  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  20th 
of  April  of  that  year.  In  May,  1869.  Mr. 
Child  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Ellen  Kimberley,  whom 
he  wedded  in  the  month  of  May.  She 
was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  was  the  widow 
of  Amos  Kimberley.  Mr.  Child  remained 
a  resident  of  Henry  county  until  called 
to  his  final  rest  on  the  24th  of  May, 
1882,  his  second  wife  having  died  in  1869. 
He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Friends 
church  and  always  continued  a  believer  in 
its  doctrines.  His  early  political  alle- 
giance was  given  to  the  AAdiig  party  and 
upon  its  dissolution  he  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  new  Republican  party,  with  which 
he  continued  to  vote  until  called  to  his 
final  rest.  He  was  never  active  as  an 
office  seeker,  preferring  to  do  his  public 
duty  as  a  private  citizen.  During  the 
years  of  his  residence  in  Henry  county  he 
became  widely  known  as  a  reliable  busi- 
ness man,  who  was  loyal  to  the  public 
w'elfare  and  to  all  private  trusts  which 
were  reposed  in  him.  In  business  he  was 
strictly  honorable  and  when  he  was  called 
to  his  final  rest  Henry  county  mourned 
the  loss  of  one  of  its  leading  citizens. 

It  will  be  interesting  in  this  connection 
to  note  something  of  his  children  and 
their    historv.      His    daughter,    Deborah, 


following  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Iowa,  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  wdiere 
she  engaged  in  teaching  school  from  1861 
until  the  spring  of  1865.  She  then  came 
again  to  this  state,  where  her  death 
occurred  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 
James  Child  went  to  Colorado,  where  he 
was  superintendent  of  mines,  continuing 
there  until  the  winter  of  1885,  when  he 
went  to  Florida,  w^here  he  carried  on  mer- 
chandising until  his  death  in  1895.  Phebe 
was  married  January  i,  1881,  and  resided 
in  Salem  until  the  spring  of  1888,  her 
husband,  Pizarro  C.  Arnold,  being  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  business  in  that 
town.  He  then  removed  to  Missouri  and 
they  are  yet  living  in  that  state.  The  rep- 
resentatives of  the  family  who  now  reside 
in  Henry  county  are  Homer  and  Samuel 
J.,  who  are  living  upon  their  father's  old 
farm.  Homer  Child  has  traveled  exten- 
sively, having  been  in  all  the  states  of  the 
Mississippi  valley  and  also  in  Manitoba. 
Canada.  They  now  carry  on  general 
farming  and  also  raise  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs  and  both  branches  of  their  business 
are  attended  with  a  desirable  measure  of 
success. 


^^TLLIAM  MOREHOUSE. 

It  has  been  said  of  William  Frederick 
Morehouse  that  "no  man  knew  him  but  to 
respect  him"  and  a  life  record  that  was 
characterized  by  all  that  was  honorable 
and  straightforward  in  his  relations  with 
his  fellow  men  made  him  well  worthy  of 
emulation  among  the  representative  citi- 
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zens  of  Henry  county.  He  was  born  in 
Adams  county,  Illinois,  on  the  30th  of 
May,  1 84 1,  a  son  of  Josiali  and  Elizabeth 
(Borholthaus)  Morehouse,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
the  father's  birth  having  occurred  near 
New  York  city.  They  were  reared,  edu- 
cated and  married  in  the  Empire  state  and 
five  years  later,  in  1840,  they  removed 
westward  to  the  Mississippi  valley,  set- 
tling in  Adamscounty.  Illinois,  where  they 
purchased  a  farm,  residing  thereon  until 
1855.  In  that  year  they  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant  and  soon  afterward  the  father 
made  arrangements  for  the  purchase  of  a 
farm  in  Wayne  township,  where  he  car- 
ried on  general  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  subject  of  this  review  spent  the 
first  fourteen  years  of  his  life  in  the 
count)^  of  his  nativity  and  in  1855  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Henry  county.  He 
lived  at  home  until  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  team- 
ster, joining  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  as 
a  member  of  the  Second  Division.  He 
thus  served  until  the  end  of  the  war  and 
in  that  way  did  active  aid  for  the  Union 
cause.  Following  his  return  home  he 
began  work  upon  the  father's  farm  in 
Wayne  township,  where  he  lived  for  about 
three  years.  He  was  then  married  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary 
Feldar,  who  was  born  in  this  county  on 
the  23d  of  January,  1846,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Trenton, 
Iowa.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Lucretia  (Trout)  Feldar,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  W^estmoreland  county. 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  reared, 
educated  and  married.  They  came  to 
Henry  county  in  pioneer  times  and  aided 


in  subduing  the  wilderness  and  in  extend- 
ing the  frontier.  The  year  of  their  arri- 
val was  1835 — a  date  at  which  little 
improvement  had  been  made,  the  work  of 
development  and  progress  yet  lying  largely 
in  the  future.  Mr.  Feldar  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  partially  covered  with  tim- 
ber and  began  to  clear  and  improve  the 
farm.  There  were  many  Indians  in  the 
neighborhood  at  the  time  and  wildcats 
and  wolves  were  numerous,  the  latter 
often  making  the  night  hideous  with  their 
howling.  There  were  also  large  numbers 
of  deer  and  venison  was  a  frequent  dish 
upon  the  table  of  the  pioneer.  Mr.  Feldar 
built  a  little  log  cabin,  in  which  his  family 
then  lived  in  true  pioneer  style.  He  also 
built  a  stable  of  logs  for  the  shelter  of  his 
horse  and  with  characteristic  energy  he 
began  to  clear  away  the  timber,  break  the 
prairie  and  cultivate  the  soil  until  in  the 
course  of  time  his  farm  had  become  a  well 
improved  property  and  he  annually  gath- 
ered good  harvests  from  his  fields.  As 
the  years  passed  by  he  added  more  and 
more  of  the  improvements,  indicating  the 
present  agricultural  development  of  the 
country  and  he  carried  on  his  farm  work 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  ist  of  June,  1887.  His 
widow  was  not  long  separated  from  him, 
for  on  the  2n(l  of  August  of  the  same  year 
she  too  passed  away. 

Subsequent  to  his  marriage  Mr.  More- 
house of  this  review  purchasde  eighty 
acres  of  the  old  home  place  and  as  his 
financial  resources  increased  he  added  the 
remainder  of  the  property,  thus  becoming 
the  (~)wner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  good  land.  He  had  a  house  and  x)ther 
buildings  but  he  improved  them  all  and 
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built  more  barns.  He  kept  everything 
about  his  place  in  good  repair  and  in  all 
of  his  work  he  was  practical  and  ener- 
getic. He  set  out  a  large  orchard,  con- 
taining several  hundred  trees,  including 
apples,"  plums,  cherries  and  peaches.  He 
also  set  out  many  shade  trees  about  his 
home,  adding  both  to  its  value  and  attrac- 
tive appearance.  He  carried  on  general 
farming,  raising  the  cereals  best  adapted 
to  soil  and  climate  and  he  also  gave  con- 
siderable attention  to  stock-raising.  He 
raised  about  twelve  calves  per  year  and 
also  bought  and  fed  many  head  of  cattle 
and  raised  about  a  hundred  hogs  annually. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morehouse  were 
born  four  children.  Harry  L.,  wdio  w^as 
born  October  13,  1869,  is  now  a  civil 
engineer,  residing  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah.  John  F.,  who  was  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1873,  ^''ow  deceased,  follow^ed  farm- 
ing. Fred  W.,  born  July  10,  1877,  and 
Herbert  S.,  born  June  23,  1884,  are  both 
at  home  and  are  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  farm. 

]\Ir.  Alorehouse  continued  the  active 
work  of  the  fields  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  was  occasioned  b}'  Bright's 
disease.  He  passed  away  May  25,  1898, 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Finley 
chapel  cemetery  in  Jefferson  township. 
His  political  views  were  given  to  the 
Republican  party  but  while  he  kept  well 
informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day  he  never  sought  or  desired  office 
but  concentrated  his  energies  upon  his 
business  affairs  and  his  life  record  proved 
what  can  be  accomplished  through  earnest 
efifort  and  laudable  ambition.  He  was 
strictly  fair  in  his  dealings  and  thus  he 
left  his   family   not   only   a   comfortable 


competence  but  also  that  good  name 
which  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great 
riches. 


AUGUST  SWANSON. 

As  the  name  indicates,  August  Swan- 
son  is  of  Swedish  birth,  having  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  the 
southern  part  of  Sweden  on  the  ist  of 
June,  1867.  He  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  three  sons  and  tw'O 
daughters,  whose  parents  were  Swan  and 
Hannah  (Benson)  Carlson.  In  his  youth 
he  entered  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  country,  where  he  remained  as  a 
student  until  fourteen  years  of  age.  He 
then  began  reading  for  the  ministry  and 
devoted  six  months  to  that  work  but 
believing  that  he  preferred  another  voca- 
tion he  secured  a  position  as  a  farm  hand 
and  was  thus  employed  until  1892,  when, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  he  deter- 
mined to  seek  his  home  and  fortune  in 
America,  believing  that  he  might  enjoy 
better  business  opportunities  in  the  new 
world.  Accordingly  he  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic and  made  his  way  direct  to  Olds,  Iowa, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  ist  of  December, 
1892.  He  then  began  work  as  a  farm 
hand  and  was  employed  in  that  capacity 
for  four  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which 
period  he  spent  two  years  in  operating  a 
farm,  which  he  rented  from  Mrs.  Woods- 
worth.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1898,  he 
came  to  the  farm  of  John  A.  Lewis,  com- 
prising one  hundred  acres  in  Wayne 
township   and   here   he   has    successfully 
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engaged  in  general  agricultural  pursuits 
and  also  in  raising  horses  and  cattle.  He 
likewise  has  forty-five  head  of  Chester 
White  hogs  on  his  place.  In  his  business 
interests  he  displays  close  application  and 
earnest  purpose  and  he  is  meeting  with 
good  success  in  his  undertakings. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1898,  Mr. 
Swanson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  \\^  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son township,  Henry  county,  a  daughter 
of  John  A.  and  Mary  (Dangison)  Lewis, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Sweden. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swanson  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church  and  in  his  political 
views  he  is  a  republican.  He  has  never 
had  occasion  to  regret  his  determination 
to  seek  a  home  in  America,  for  he  has 
found  here  the  opportunities  he  sought 
and  his  laudable  ambition  and  determina- 
tion have  enabled  him  to  work  his  way 
steadily  upward  to  success. 


ANDREW  OLSON. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  citizens  of 
Henry  county  are  of  Swedish  birth  or 
descent  and  their  value  as  factors  in  com- 
munity life  has  long  since  been  proven. 
Mr.  Olson  of  this  review  is  accounted  one 
of  the  leading  and  energetic  agriculturists 
of  Wayne  township,  where  he  owns  a 
good  farm  of  seventy  acres  situated  on 
section  21.  He  was  born  in  Smolan, 
Sweden,  on  the  21st  of  March,  1851,  a 
son  of  Olaf  and  Fredericka  (Anderson) 
Olson,    who    were   also   natives   of   that 


country.  Li  the  common  schools  the  son 
pursued  his  education  until  fifteen  years 
of  age,  after  which  he  gave  his  attention 
to  general  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1876.  That  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Biggsville,  Illinois,  where  he  spent  the 
succeeding  winter  and  in  February,  1877, 
he  came  to  Swedesburg,  Iowa,  where  he 
secured  employment  as  a  farm  hand.  He 
also  worked  with  the  construction  gang 
on  the  railroad  for  three  months  and  when 
from  his  earnings  he  had  saved  a  capital 
sufiicient  to  justify  his  purchase  of  land 
he  became  owner  of  seventy  acres  on  sec- 
tion 21,  Wayne  township,  making  the 
purchase  in  1880.  There  was  an  old  house 
upon  the  place  in  which  he  lived  for  ten 
years,  when  he  erected  his  present  com- 
modious and  attractive  residence,  contain- 
ing seven  rooms.  It  is  a  frame  dwelling 
constructed  in  modern  style  of  architec- 
ture and  is  one  of  the  comfortable  farm 
homes  of  the  township.  He  has  also 
built  a  cattle  shed,  forty-eight  by  thirty 
feet,  a  corn  crib,  twenty-four  by  twenty- 
four  feet,  and  has  otherwise  improved 
the  place.  Everything  about  the  farm  is 
neat  and  attractive  in  appearance,  indicat- 
ing his  careful  supervision  and  his  prac- 
tical methods. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1897.  Mr.  Olson 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna 
Colson,  who  was  born  in  Smolan,  Sweden, 
and  came  to  Swedesburg.  Iowa,  in  1889. 
She  was  employed  at  different  times  in 
both  Chicago  and  Davenport  and  she  has 
been  to  her  husband  a  faithful  companion 
and  helpmate  on  life's  journey.  Four 
children  have  been  born  unto  them : 
Hester  Alvera,  who  was  born  August  16, 
1898:    Mamie   Victoria,    April   8.    1900; 
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Carl  Alfred  Leonard,  April  26,  1904;  and 
Wesley  Edwin  Millin.  born  March  4, 
1906.  Mr.  Olson  is  a  member  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  church  and  gives  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party.  His  diligence  has  constituted  the 
basis  of  his  success,  which  is  as  admirable 
as  it  is  gratifying.  He  came  to  America 
empty-handed  but  he  realized  that  in  this 
country  labor  finds  its  just  reward  and 
that  if  he  would  work  persistently  and 
earnestly  he  might  hope  to  attain  success. 
\\'ith  this  belief  he  carefully  directed  his 
labors  and  is  today  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  best  small  farms  in  the  county. 


J.  P.  F.  HULTOUIST. 

John  Peter  F.  Hultquist  lives  upon  a 
fine  tract  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  section  21,  Henry  county,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his 
district.  He  does  general  farming  and 
raises  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  He  has 
resided  in  this  vicinity  for  about  twenty- 
^\t  vears  and  is  well  known  throughout 
the  community  as  an  industrious  and 
prosperous  citizen. 

He  is  of  foreign  birth,  the  place  of  his 
nativity  being  Smolan,  Sweden,  on  the 
3d  of  April,  1858.  He  went  to  school  in 
his  native  land  and  worked  during  vaca- 
tions at  home,  until  he  was  eighteen  years 
old,  then  became  overseer  of  a  large  farm. 
In  1880.  he  came  to  America  and  secured 
employment  upon  the  farm  of  Louis  Spie- 
del,  near  Swedesburg,  Iowa.  He  remained 


in  this  position  one  year  and  left  it  to  be- 
come clerk  in  a  grocery  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. After  leaving  the  store  he  secured 
a  position  with  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroad  Company.  He,  how- 
ever, soon  left  this,  and  went  back  to 
farming,  in  which  business  he  continued 
until  he  accepted  a  position  in  Dallas 
county  wath  the  Chicago  &  Northwest- 
ern Railway.  After  five  months  he  re- 
turned to  Swedesburg  and  succumbed  to 
an  illness  wdiich  lasted  several  months. 
As  soon  as  possible  after  his  recovery,  he 
entered  into  the  employment  of  Thomas 
Smith,  who  owned  a  farm  in  Scott  town- 
ship. In  the  fall  of  1883,  he  took  up  the 
trade  of  tiling  and  continued  in  this  work 
for  four  seasons. 

On  February  24,  1887,  Mr.  Hultquist 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Emma  C.  John- 
son, a  daughter  of  John  and  Sophia  John- 
son, born  in  Monmouth,  Illinois.  She 
spent  the  days  of  her  childhood  and  youth 
in  Swedesburg,  where  she  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hult- 
quist have  become  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren:  Fred,  born  October  22,  1887; 
Agnes,  born  June  30,  1892;  Florence, 
born  September  25,  1894  (died  June  4, 
1902)  ;  Paul,  born  May  6,  1896,  and  Les- 
lie, born  January  6,  1900.  He  lost  his 
wife  on  November  2y,  1903. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hultquist 
rented  a  farm  of  Mr.  Morehouse,  of 
A\'a}'ne  township,  for  three  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  period,  he  leased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  Henry  Nicko- 
laus  for  five  years.  Then  deciding  that  he 
would  like  to  own  a  farm,  he  purchased 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  where 
his  home  has  been  ever  since.     He  has 
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improved  the  land  and  tiled  it  and  put  the 
orchard  of  one  and  one-half  acres  into  a 
fine  condition,  and  added  to  his  land  by  a 
more  recent  purchase  of  eighty  acres  ad- 
joining his  farm  on  the  north. 

On  May  26,  1904.  Mr.  Hultquist  took 
for  his  second  wife.  Mrs.  Ida  Arnell,  the 
widow  of  Andrew  Arnell,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden.  She  had  six  children  by  her 
first  marriage:  Albert,  Ivar,  Frances, 
Alfred,  Alice  and  Raymond. 

In  matters  of  religion  Mr.  Hultquist  is 
a  follower  of  the  faith  of  his  fathers  and 
belongs  to  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church. 
Politically  he  believes  in  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party  and  casts  his  vote 
for  its  candidates. 

He  is  an  enterprising,  up-to-date  farm- 
er. The  excellent  condition  of  his  fields 
and  orchard  give  ample  proof  of  his  effi- 
ciency as  an  agriculturist.  He  has  made 
for  himself  a  position  to  be  envied,  start- 
ing out  in  life  empty-handed,  he  has 
earned  a  place  in  the  world  which  will 
secure  him  a  comfortable  and  happy  life 
in  the  vears  to  come. 


GUST   FRIDOLPH. 

In  the  person  of  Gust  Fridolph,  we 
have  the  example  of  a  self-made  man. 
He  started  out  in  life  without  financial 
aid,  with  no  one  to  assist  him  and  nothing 
upon  which  to  depend  but  his  own  efforts. 
He  applied  himself  diligently  to  the  task 
before  him  and  has  acquired  through  his 
close  application  to  business,  a  comfort- 


able, pleasant  home  and  a  bright  outlook 
for  the  future,  in  his  declining  years. 

Gust  Fridolph  was  born  in  Smolan, 
Sweden,  on  the  13th  day  of  September, 
1829.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Nelson  and 
Brata  Stina.  He  had  no  means  of  acquir- 
ing an  education  and  did  not  attend  school 
in  his  native  land.  He  was  employed  in 
Sweden,  upon  a  farm  until  1857,  then 
came  to  America,  going  first  to  Hender- 
son county,  Illinois,  where  he  worked 
upon  a  farm  until  1864,  when  he  was  able 
to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  amounting  to 
eighty  acres.  This  was  in  ^Vayne  town- 
ship, section  34.  It  was  fenced,  but 
was  unbroken  prairie  with  no  build- 
ings upon  it.  He  built  a  frame  house  con- 
taining two  rooms  and  occupied  it  until 
1 87 1,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He 
thereupon  erected  a  seven-room  dwelling 
house  and  put  up  farm  buildings,  among 
them  a  ha}'  barn,  a  corn  crib  and  a  wagon 
shed.  He  is  an  all  around  farmer  and 
raises  some  stock,  principally  for  his  own 
use. 

In  December  of  1859,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Christine  C.  Erickson,  who 
was  also  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1857.  She  went  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa,  where  she  secured  employ- 
ment, continuing  to  work  for  herself  until 
she  wedded  Mr.  Fridolph. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fridolph  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children,  one  of  whom,  Gust 
Alfred,  passed  away  in  infancy;  Joshua  is 
a  merchant  living  in  Page  county,  Iowa, 
and  Anna  is  now  Mrs.  Charles  Hultquist. 

Mr.  Fridolph  is  a  good  example  of  a 
prosperous  Swedish-American  citizen,  a 
man  who  has  come  to  this  free  country  to 
make  for  himself  a  home  and  a  fortune  in 
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a  new  land,  and  has  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  both. 

In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Lutheran  and 
a  strict  adherent  to  the  doctrines  of  his 
church  and  was  for  thirty-five  years  a 
deacon.  He  has  informed  himself  con- 
cerning- the  principles  of  government  of 
his  adopted  country  and  has  allied  himself 
with  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he 
gives  his  support  both  in  municipal  and 
national  affairs. 


NATHAN  CAMMACK. 

Among  those  formerly  identified  with 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  in 
Henry  county  whom  death  has  removed 
from  the  field  of  active  labor  here  is  num- 
bered Nathan  Cammack,  who  was  born 
in  Salem  township,  July  i.  1841.  His 
father,  Levi  Cammack,  was  a  native  of 
Indiana  and  married  Elizabeth  Frazier, 
who  w-as  also  born  in  that  state.  In  the 
year  1838,  they  came  to  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  settling  in  Salem  township  upon  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  con- 
stituting the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
24,  which  Mr.  Cammack  entered  from  the 
government.  It  was  entirely  wild  and 
uncultivated,  but  he  soon  found  that  the 
raw  land  could  be  converted  into  a  pro- 
ductive tract  and  his  labors  made  his  place 
a  valuable  one.  In  the  early  days  the 
family  underwent  many  hardships  and 
trials  incident  to  pioneer  life,  but  he  as- 
sisted materially  in  subduing  the  wilder- 
ness and  in  extending  the  frontier.     Both 


he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  upon 
the  old  family  homestead  until  called  to 
their  final  rest. 

Nathan  Cammack  was  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm,  spending  his  boyhood  days 
in  Salem.   The  father  was  a  leading  stock- 
buyer  and  dealer,  operating  quite  exten- 
sively in  that  line  in  northern  Missouri 
as   well   as   in   the   state   of   Iowa.      He 
bought  and  drove  his  stock  from  different 
places  in  the  two  states  to  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
for  that  was  prior  to  the  era  of  railroad 
development  here  and  he  thus  took  his 
cattle  across  the  country  to  Keokuk  for 
shipment.     As    his    years    and    strength 
increased    Nathan    Cammack    more    and 
more   largely   assisted   his   father   in   his 
farming  and  stock-dealing  interests.     In 
his  youth  he  attended  the  common  schools 
and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  his 
entire    attention    was    given    to    business 
interests   in   connection   w^ith   his    father. 
He  lived  wath  his  parents  until  two  years 
after   his   marriage,    which    occurred    on 
the   26th   of   October,    1861,    Miss   Jane 
Pigeon  becoming  his  wife.     She  was  born 
one  mile  south  of  Salem  and  is  a  daughter 
of   Isaac    Pigeon,    who   came   across   the 
Mississippi  river  with  Aaron  Street,  who 
laid  out  the  town  of  Salem.     He  became 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  county,  the 
year  of  his  arrival  being  1835.     The  Red 
men  still  hunted  in  this  part  of  the  state 
and  there  were  but  few  settlers  within  the 
entire  county  and  no  settlers  between  here 
and  Fort  Madison.     It  was  indeed  a  wild 
frontier  district  and  he  aided  in  planting 
the  seeds  of  civilization  which  in  due  time 
brought   forth  good   fruit.      He  married 
Miss   Phebe   Kester,   who,   like  her   hus- 
band, was  born  in  Guilford  county,  North 
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Carolina.  They  were  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  or  Quakers,  and  they 
left  the  south  on  account  of  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  and  also  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors  there.  After  coming  to  Iowa,  Mr. 
Pigeon  entered  many  acres  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Salem,  becoming  one  of  the 
extensive  property  holders  of  this  locality. 
He  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Pigeon,  while  his 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Mendenhall)  Kester,  natives 
of  Scotland. 

Two  years  after  his  marriage  Nathan 
Cammack  dissolved  partnership  with  his 
father  and  began  farming  and  stock-deal- 
ing on  his  own  account  upon  the  farm 
owned  by  his  father.  When  the  latter 
suffered  financial  reverses  in  1876,  Xathan 
Cammack  purchased  the  eighty  acres,  of 
land  adjoining  a  tract  of  similar  dimen- 
sions which  his  father  had  given  him  at 
the  time  of  his  marriage.  He  then  dis- 
continued the  purchase  and  sale  of  stock, 
dealing  only  in  that  which  he  himself 
raised.  His  land  was  placed  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  he  annually  har- 
vested rich  crops  because  of  the  care  and 
labor  which  he  bestowed  upon  the  fields. 
As  time  passed  by  he  made  excellent  im- 
provements upon  his  property,  including 
the  erection  of  a  fine  frame  residence  of 
eleven  rooms  which  he  built  in  1891.  This 
is  the  most  commodious  dwelling  of  the 
locality  and  forms  a  most  attractive  fea- 
ture in  the  landscape.  As  the  years  went 
by  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cam- 
mack was  blessed  with  fourteen  children : 
Nettie,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  school, 
her  services  being  in  demand  in  this  and 
other    counties,    as    well    as    Nebraska ; 


Frank,  who  is  engaged  in  the  fruit 
business  in  Washington;  Ralph,  who 
owns  a  prune  farm  in  Salem,  Oregon ; 
Effie,  who  is  a  teacher  in  Henry  and  other 
counties ;  Ora,  who  follows  farming  near 
Williamstown,  Missouri;  Nehie,  at  home; 
Laura,  also  a  school  teacher  of  this  state ; 
Fred  a  stock-dealer  of  Greene  county, 
Iowa;  Clifford,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Philippines  and  is  now  living  in  Oregon ; 
Albert,  of  Fort  Collins,  Colorado,  where 
he  is  assistant  professor  of  the  State 
Agricultural  College,  being  a  gradu- 
ate of  Ames;  W^illiam,  who  is  pur- 
suing a  medical  course  in  Northwest- 
ern University,  at  Chicago ;  Irving, 
and  Earl,  twins,  at  home;  and  Ray,  who 
is  also  with  his  mother.  All  the  family 
were  given  superior  educational  advan- 
tages, all  attending  \Miittier  College, 
while  Albert  was  a  graduate  of  Ames, 
also  Frank,  Ralph,  Laura  and  Earl  being 
students  there,  while  Ora  and  Efiie  were 
graduates  from  Elliott's  Business  College 
of  Burlington.  The  three  who  are  teach- 
ers have  first  class  state  certificates.  The 
father  passed  away  April  i,  1898,  his 
death  being  occasioned  by  heart  trouble 
and  his  remains  were  interred  in  Salem 
cemetery.  Mrs.  Cammack  successfully 
conducts  the  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cammack  were  birth- 
right members  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
and  always  adhered  to  that  faith.  His 
political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party  and  for  a  number  of  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  These  associa- 
tions indicate  something  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  man,  for  Mr.  Cammack  was  at 
all  times  an  upright  citizen  and  a  faithful 
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friend,  who  realized  his  obHgations  to  his 
fellow  men  and  faithfully  performed  every 
trust  which  was  reposed  in  him.  His  best 
traits  of  character,  however,  were  re- 
serx-ed  for  his  family  and  he  was  a  con- 
siderate and  devoted  husband  and  father. 


JAMES  A.  GARDEN. 

James  A.  Garden,  a  native  son  of  Iowa, 
was  born  in  Des  Moines  county,  on  the 
4th  of  September,  1861.  His  father,  AVil- 
liam  Garden,  was  a  native  of  Hamilton 
county,  Ohio,  and  after  arriving  at  years 
of  maturity  devoted  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  that  state.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Isabelle  Miller,  also  a  native  of 
H^amilton  county  and  in  the  year  185 1  he 
came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Danville  town- 
ship, Des  Moines  county,  where  he  in- 
vested his  capital  in  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  acres  of  prairie  land  and 
forty  acres  of  timber.  He  at  once  began 
the  development  of  a  farm  and  continued 
to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1866.  His  wife,  long  surviving  him.  also 
passed  awa}-  on  the  old  homestead  on  the 
25th  of  September,  1890.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  she  purchased  twenty 
acres  of  land  a  half  mile  north  of  the  old 
home  property  and  on  this  place  stood  a 
good  residence  which  she  and  her  family 
occupied  until  May  23,  1872,  when  the 
home  and  all  the  buildings  were  destroyed 
by  the  tornado  which   occurred  on  that 


date.  At  that  date  they  returned  to  the 
old  home  place  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  Mrs.  Garden  erected  a  new  residence, 
which  remained  her  place  of  abode  up  to 
the  time  of  her  death.  In  the  family 
were  seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living  with  the  exception  of 
the  eldest  son  and  with  one  exception  all 
of  the  sons  became  school  teachers,  being 
identified  with  educational  work  in  this 
state. 

James  A.  Garden,  the  sixth  member  of 
his  father's  family,  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  upon  the  old  home- 
stead in  Des  Moines  county  and  was  early 
trained  to  the  work  of  the  farm,  becom- 
ing familiar  with  the  duties  of  field  and 
meadow.  After  acquiring  his  elementary 
education  in  the  district  schools  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  Howe's  Academy  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  spending  two  terms  in 
that  way.  Subsequently  he  took  up  the 
profession  of  teaching,  which  he  followed 
in  both  Des  Moines  and  Henry  counties, 
devoting'  seven  years  to  that  work.  Later 
he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
in  Henry  county  and  followed  the  tilling 
of  the  soil  until  the  ist  of  January,  1894, 
when  he  purchased  a  grain  and  coal  busi- 
ness on  the  Iowa  Gentral  Railroad  at 
Winfield,  where  he  has  since  been  located, 
being  actively  connected  with  the  trade. 
He  now  has  a  liberal  patronage  that  has 
been  secured  through  his  straightforward 
business  methods,  his  reasonable  prices 
and  his  efforts  to  please  his  customers. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  1884,  Mr. 
Garden  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Boyer,  a  native  of  Henry  county, 
and  a-  daughter  of  Frank  and  Martha 
(VanDyke)   Boyer,  both  of  whom  were 


HENRY    COUNTY,    IOWA. 


5Q7 


natives  of  Iowa,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  Salem  and  the  mother  in  Des 
Moines  county.  Mrs.  Garden  pursued  her 
education  in  the  pubhc  schools  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  her 
marriage.  She  has  become  the  mother  of 
one  child,  Jean  Boyer,  who  was  born 
March  20,  1886,  and  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  the  high  school  at  Mount  Pleasant 
and  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University.  He 
is  now  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
about  four  miles  west  of  AVinfield. 

In  his  fraternal-  relations  Mr.  Garden 
is  an  Odd  Fellow,  while  his  religious  faith 
is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  takes  a 
ver)''  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
church  in  its  different  departments  and 
since  1897  has  served  as  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school  in  Winfield.  He  has  a 
wide  and  favorable  acquaintance  in  this 
part  of  the  county,  is  respected  as  an 
enterprising,  successful  and  reliable  busi- 
ness man  and  is  esteemed  by  reason  of  his 
activity  along  those  lines  which  con- 
tribute to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the 
general  public. 


ROBERT   GILBERT   McFARLAND. 

Robert  Gilbert  McFarland.  deceased, 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  residents  of 
Henr}-  count}%  Iowa,  and  for  many  years 
was  associated  with  its  industrial  and 
agricultural  development.  He  was  1)orn 
in  Little  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  3d  of  August,  1809,  and  when  quite 
young  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 


removal  to  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  He 
was  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archibald  Mc- 
Farland  and  was  reared  in  the  Buckeye 
state,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
he  became  a  resident  of  Illinois.  From 
the  latter  state  he  made  his  way  to  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  in  1848,  settling  at  Lowell. 
Following  his  arrival  here  he  purchased  a 
tan  yard  from  Jacob  Little  and  success- 
fully operated  a  tannery  for  about  twelve 
years,  when  he  retired  from  that  field  of 
labor  and  invested  in  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  section  27.  He  later  added  to  this 
property  until  he  owned  ninety  acres  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1883.  He  was  thus  for 
a  long  period  actively  associated  with 
farming  interests  in  Baltimore  township 
and  he  placed  his  fields  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  and  followed  progressive 
methods  in  the  care  of  his  farm. 

Mr.  McFarland  was  married  three 
times.  On  the  28th  of  October.  1830,  he 
wedded  J\liss  Lucy  F.  Andrews,  who  was 
born  August  24,  1812.  and  died  ]\Iay  28, 
1832.  By  her  there  was  one  child,  Julius 
Drayton,  who  died  in  infancy.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1834,  he  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Miss  Sarah  Bond.  Her  death 
occurred  in  Lowell.  Henry  county,  Iowa. 
October  12,  185 1,  and  for  his  third  wife 
Mr.  McFarland  chose  Sarah  Hays,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Hays, 
and  married  at  Denmark.  Lee  county, 
Iowa.  Flis  death  occurred  on  the  7th  of 
April,  1883,  and  his  third  wife  survived 
until  July  5.  1899.  She  was  born  in  L'nion 
county,  Kentucky,  November  24,  1829. 
By  the  first  marriage  there  was  one  child 
that  died  in  infancy.  The  children  of  the 
second    marriage    were   five    in    number: 
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Lucy,  the  eldest,  became  the  wife  of  F.  M. 
Smith,  a  miller,  who  was  killed  in  the 
Lowell  mill  November  i6,  1874.  She  yet 
lives  in  Lowell.  Josephine  is  the  wife  of 
T.  J.  Price,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  James  is 
residing  in  Oregon.  Gilbert  is  living  in 
Washington  county,  Iowa.  The  young- 
est child,  Iowa,  died  in  infancy.  By  the 
third  marriage  there  were  nine  children: 
Charles  Augustin,  of  whom  further  men- 
tion is  made ;  Emily  Jane,  who  became  the 
wife  of  John  McKimmon,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  died  September  28,  1877; 
Robison  Archibald,  who  lives  upon  the 
old  homestead;  Eliza  Kate,  the  w^ife  of 
J.  L.  Head,  of  Burlington,  Iowa ;  Albert, 
who  died  January  17,  1885;  Jerusha.  the 
wife  of  Ed  Cosgrove,  a  resident  of  Des 
Moines;  Lula,  the  wife  of  J.  O.  Laughlin, 
also  living  in  Des  Aloines ;  Frank,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Lowell ;  and  Joseph 
William,  wdio  died  September  20,  1864. 
when  six  years  of  age. 

The  father  of  Robert  Gilbert  McFar- 
land  was  prominent  and  influential  in 
community  affairs  and  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  county  board  of  supervisors, 
while  for  twenty  years  he  filled  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  his  decisions  being 
strictly  fair  and  impartial.  He  was  cer- 
tainly elected  on  the  "merit  system,"  for 
his  fidelity  to  duty  and  his  impartial  deci- 
sions were  strong  and  salient  elements  in 
his  official  service.  He  gave  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  Democracy  and  frater- 
nally w^as  connected  with  the  Masons  and 
the  Odd  Fellows,  having  long  been  a 
member  of  those  orders  in  good  standing. 
He  also  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Prot- 
estant church.     Throughout  his  business 


career  he  followed  farming,  continuing  in 
that  line  of  activity  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  and  both  he  and  his  wife  now  rest 
side  by  side  in  Lowell  cemetery.  He  was 
a  valued  pioneer  settler  whose  aid  could 
be  counted  upon  to  further  any  movement 
for  the  general  good  and  he  took  a  deep 
and  helpful  interest  in  the  work  of  public 
progress  and  rejoiced  in  what  w^as  accom- 
plished as  pioneer  conditions  gave  w^ay 
before  an  advancing  civilization. 

Charles  A.  McFarland,  eldest  son  of 
Robert  Gilbert  and  Sarah  (Hays)  Mc- 
Farland, was  born  in  Lowell,  July  25, 
1852,  and  pursued  a  district  school  edu- 
cation. He  was  reared  to  the  occupation 
of  farming  and  has  always  followed  that 
pursuit,  being  now  the  owner  of  the  old 
homestead.  He  also  owns  an  additional 
tract,  having  one  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  on  section  27,  Baltimore  tow^nship, 
and  eighty  acres  to  the  north  of  section 
28  of  the  same  township.  His  home  is  a 
beautiful  residence  in  Lowell  which  he 
purchased  from  the  widow  of  Dr.  Archi- 
bald, who  removed  to  Mount  Pleasant. 
Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFarland  are  com- 
fortably located  and  their  home  is  taste- 
fully furnished,  while  its  hospitality  is  one 
of  its  attractive  features. 

It  was  on  the  25th  of  October,  1874. 
that  Mr.  McFarland  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Nancy  Rainey,  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Margaret  (Irwin)  Rainey. 
She  was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Henry 
county,  June  24,  1854,  and  obtained  a 
public  school  education,  attended  Howe's 
Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  taught 
school  for  two  years.  By  her  marriage 
she  has  become  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
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dren:  Ethel,  born  December  2,  1875,  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Devilbiss,  of  Low- 
ell. Robert  Bruce,  born  June  29,  1881,  is 
a  traveling  salesman.  Dorman,  born  July 
14.  1886.  is  now  assisting  his  father  in 
business.  Mr.  McFarland  has  given  his 
children  good  educational  privileges.  Rob- 
ert B.  McFarland  is  a  graduate  of  Howe's 
Academy,  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  of  the 
class  of  1900  and  also  Elliott's  Business 
College  of  the  class  of  1902,  while  Dor- 
man  was  graduated  from  Elliott's  Busi- 
ness College  in  Burlington  in  June,  1905. 
Mr.  McFarland  belongs  to  the  blue 
lodge  of  Masons  at  New  London  and  also 
to  the  chapter  and  commandery  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  and  he  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  For  eighteen  years  he  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace  and  has  filled  the 
office  of  trustee.  Every  public  duty  has 
been  faithfully  performed  and  over  the 
record  of  his  official  career  and  private 
life  there  falls  no  shadow  of  wrong  or  sus- 
picion of  evil.  He  has  always  lived  in 
Lowell  and  the  fact  that  many  of  his 
warmest  friends  are  those  who  have 
known  him  from  his  boyhood  days  to  the 
present  time  is  an  indication  of  an  honor- 
able and  upright  business  career. 


NELS  N.  KEEN. 


In  the  northern  part  of  the  Mississippi 
valley  are  found  many  representatives  of 
the  land  of  Sweden  and  the  rapid  and  sub- 
stantial development  of  this  section  of  the 


country  is  largely  due  to  their  efforts,  for 
as  a  class  they  are  men  of  enterprise,  of 
diligence,  of  close  application  and  relia- 
bility and  their  labors  have  been  effective 
in  reclaiming  the  upper  Mississippi  valley 
for  the  uses  of  the  white  man,  transform- 
ing it  from  a  wild  region  mto  one  of  rich 
fertility  and  great  productiveness.  Mr. 
Klen  is  a  representative  of  this  class.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Skone.  in  the  southern 
part  of  Sweden,  October  15.  1838,  and  his 
father  was  Nels  Rasmusson,  also  a  native 
of  Sweden.  The  latter  married  Panilla 
Benson,  who  was  likewise  born  in  that 
country.  He  prospered  in  his  business 
undertakings  and  in  the  course  of  time 
was  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Sweden.  He  also  pos- 
sessed considerable  ability  as  a  carpenter 
and  did  all  of  his  own  work  in  that  line 
He  died  in  the  year  1878,  while  his  wife 
passed  away  in  the  spring  of  1905,  at  the 
very  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years : 
both  died  in  Sweden. 

Nels  N.  Klen  was  in  early  life  employed 
on  his  father's  farm  and  he  also  worked 
on  the  construction  of  the  government 
railroad  in  Sweden  for  three  years.  He 
afterward  spent  two  years  in  the  employ 
of  his  uncle  and  then  went  to  Denmark, 
where  he  worked  for  the  government  for 
a  3^ear,  when  he  returned  home,  re- 
maining with  his  father  from  fall  un- 
til the  succeeding  spring.  Thinking 
that  he  might  enjoy  better  business  oppor- 
tunities in  America  he  bade  adieu  to 
friends  and  native  country  antl  made 
arrangements  to  come  to  the  United 
States.  On  the  5th  of  July,  1865,  he 
landed  at  New  York  and  proceeded  west- 
ward bv   railroad  to  Galesburg.   Illinois, 
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reaching  his  destination  on  the  13th  of 
July.  He  and  his  party  traveled  from  Xew 
York  to  Chicago  in  box  cars  in  which 
were  boards  arranged  along  the  side  and 
in  the  center  to  serve  as  seats  or  to  be  used 
as  beds  as  the  case  might  be.  From  Chi- 
cago to  Galesburg  they  continued  the 
journey  in  regular  passenger  cars  and  in 
the  latter  city  Mr.  Klen  at  once  sought 
employment,  accepting  any  honest  work 
that  he  could  secure.  He  was  employed 
at  times  in  the  hay  fields  and  became  ill, 
being  unable  to  do  any  further  work  until 
after  the  ist  of  January,  1866.  He  had 
been  married  on  the  i6th  of  December, 
1865.  to  Miss  Panilla  Benson,  with  whom 
he  had  been  acquainted  for  a  number  of 
years  in  Sweden  and  who  came  to  the 
United  States  and  on  to  Galesburg  at  the 
same  time  her  husband  made  the  trip. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  in  Galesburg,  where  Mr.  Klen  worked 
as  a  wood  chopper  for  two  months  and 
then  went  to  Missouri,  where  he  spent 
two  months  in  the  employ  of  the  Burling- 
ton &  Missouri  Railroad  Company.  Im- 
paired eyesight,  however,  obliged  him  to 
discontinue  that  work  and  he  returned  to 
Galesburg,  where  he  accepted  a  clerkship 
in  a  hardware  store,  remaining  there  for 
two  years  and  eight  months.  He  after- 
ward worked  in  a  grocery  store  for  three 
years  and  about  Christmas  time  of  1869 
he  came  to  Henry  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased fifty-three  acres  of  prairie  land  on 
section  23,  Wayne  township. 

Mr.  Klen  then  returned  to  Galesburg, 
where  he  was  again  employed  as  a  sales- 
man in  a  grocery  store  until  1872,  when 
he  removed  to  a  small  house  sixteen  by 
twenty-four    feet    and    one    and    a    half 


stories  in  height  which  he  built  upon  his 
farm  in  this  county.  He  afterward  built 
an  addition  to  the  house  and  made  his 
home  there  for  five  years.  In  1893,  how- 
ever, he  entirely  rebuilt  and  remodeled 
the  house,  which  is  now  a  comfortable 
residence  of  eight  rooms  and  in  addition 
there  is  a  summer  kitchen.  He  has  also 
built  a  barn  for  the  horses  and  in  1903 
built  another  barn,  forty-six  by  fifty  feet. 
There  is  also  a  granary,  twenty-four  by 
twenty-four  feet,  a  tool  house  and  wagon 
shed,  an  elevated  corn  crib,  twenty-four 
by  thirt}'-two  feet,  a  good  chicken  house 
and  a  hog  house,  thirty  by  thirty-two  feet. 
He  put  in  a  pitless  truck  scale  of  finest 
quality.  Since  1899  he  has  had  a  large 
windmill  upon  his  place  and  he  uses  the 
latest  improved  machinery  in  his  farm 
work.  In  fact,  he  has  a  splendidly  im- 
pro^•ed  property  and  has  for  many  years 
been  successfully  engaged  in  general 
farming,  being  now  in  partnership  with 
Bert  Benson,  whom  he  has  reared  from 
the  age  of  six  years.  They  are  now 
engaged  in  raising  horses  and  raising  and 
feeding  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs. 

J\Ir.  Klen  has  been  a  stockholder  in  the 
Winfield  State  Bank  since  its  organiza- 
tion, and  has  been  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank  since  in  was  started  in  1893. 

Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Klen  have  never  had  any 
children,  but  reared  an  adopted  daughter, 
Nellie  Peterson,  who  lived  with  them  be- 
tween the  ages  of  three  and  twenty-seven 
years,  when  she  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage to  the  Rev.  Randolph,  a  minister  of 
the  Swedish  Lutheran  church,  who  was 
reared  in  Mount  Pleasant. 

Mr.  Klen  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  church  and  for  one  vear  served 
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as  trustee,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
resigned.  He  has  been  a  delegate,  how- 
ever, to  different  conferences  of  the 
church.  In  pohtics  he  is  an  earnest  and 
unfaltering  republican,  who  served  as 
school  director  five  years  and  has  also 
been  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  school 
board.  He  is  interested  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  material,  political,  social, 
intellectual  and  moral  progress  of  his 
community  and  has  co-operated  in  many 
movements  for  the  public  good,  while  in 
his  business  affairs  he  manifests  that  keen 
discernment  and  unfaltering  diligence' 
which  are  necessary  concomitants  to  a 
prosperous  career. 


ELMER  E.  SCOTT. 

Elmer  E.  Scott,  whose  attention  is 
given  to  general  agricultural  pursuits,  is 
the  owner  of  a  well  improved  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  acres, 
which  he  has  owned  since  the  spring  of 
1895.  He  was  born  in  Rome,  Iowa,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1861,  and  is  descended  from 
two  of  the  old  families  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  paternal  grandparents  were  James 
and  Margaret  (Shannon)  Scott,  both  na- 
tives of  the  Keystone  state.  Their  son, 
William  Scott,  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
wedded  Miss  ]\Iaria  Pfoutz,  who  was 
a  nati\e  of  Pennsylvania,  as  was  her  fa- 
ther. David  Pfoutz,  who  came  to  what 
is  now  Trenton  township  in  the  fall  of 
1838,  while  the  state  was  a  territory,  and 
before  the  land  had  been  placed  on  the 


market  by  the  government.  When  it  was 
opened  for  settlement  he  obtained  nearly  a 
section  located  in  Trenton  township  about 
three  miles  northwest  from  Rome,  when 
neighbors  were  few.  Here  he  made  the 
improvements  and  lived  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  There  Miss  Pfoutz  lived  until 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Scott.  The  year 
1843  witnessed  the  arrival  of  William 
Scott  in  Tippecanoe  township,  Henry 
county,  Iowa.  Having  previously  learned 
the  trade  of  a  millwright,  he  continued  to 
follow  that  pursuit  in  this  county,  building 
several  mills  on  Skunk  liver.  He  also 
bought  land  in  Trenton  township,  where 
he  resided  for  a  few  years  and  then  pur- 
chased land  upon  which  the  town  of  Rome 
now  stands  and  laid  out  the  village.  There 
he  conducted  a  mercantile  enterprise,  also 
operated  a  sawmill  and  was  proprietor  of 
a  hotel  and  livery  barn,  which  was  the 
stage  station  before  the  railroad  was 
built.  He  capably  conducted  these  various 
kinds  of  business  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  December,  1868. 
He  was  distinctively  a  man  of  affairs, 
alert  and  enterprising  and  he  did  much  for 
the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  the 
town  as  well  as  for  his  individual  suc- 
cess. His  wife  now  makes  her  home  with 
her  son  Elmer.  She  came  to  this  county 
with  her  parents  and  the}-  settled  about 
three  miles  northwest  of  Rome  in  Tren- 
ton township.  In  their  family  were  four 
daughters  and  a  son  and  the  family  re- 
sided in  Trenton  township  for  about  ten 
years.  The  son  continued  to  make  his 
home  there  upon  the  old  family  propert>^ 
until  about  1901,  when  he  sold  out  and 
is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Fairfield, 
Iowa. 
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Elmer  E.  Scott  is  indebted  to  the  pub- 
lic school  system  of  this  county  for  the 
educational  privileges  he  enjoyed  in  his 
youth.  He  lived  with  his  mother  until 
the  spring  of  1895,  making  his  home  with 
her  in  Rome.  He  conducted  the  ferry 
across  Skunk  river  and  also  farmed  after 
attaining  his  majority,  residing  with  his 
mother  until  the  spring  of  1895.  "^vhen  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
acres  of  land  on  the  Skunk  river  bot- 
toms. Upon  the  place  was  an  old  barn 
and  house  which  were  very  dilapidated. 
He  had  these  torn  down  and  erected  here 
a  residence  of  eight  rooms  with  cellar  un- 
derneath. He  also  built  a  hay  barn,  fifty 
by  fifty-six  feet,  and  a  cow  barn,  thirty 
by  forty  feet.  He  likewise  built  three  corn 
cribs  and  tiled  the  land,  thus  bringing  it 
into  culti^'able  condition.  His  fields  now 
produce  excellent  crops  and  in  his  pas- 
tures are  found  good  grades  of  stock. 

Prior  to  moving  to  the  farm  Mr.  Scott 
was  married  in  October,  1894,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Newburg,  who  was  born  in  Sweden 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sophia 
(Johnson)  Newburg,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Sweden  and  in  1886  came  to 
Henry  county,  Iowa.  They  now  reside 
near  Lockridge,  Jefferson  county,  this 
state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  have  become 
the  parents  of  four  children :  Raymond, 
born  May  3,  1895;  Walter,  October  6, 
1897;  George,  June  6,  1899;  ^"d  Edward, 
July  14,  1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott  re- 
side on  section  4.  where  he  owns  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  acres  of  land 
and  he  also  has  fifty  acres  on  section  9, 
and  five  acres  in  another  tract.  In  politics 
he  is  a  republican,  but  without  aspiration 
for  ofiice.  Fraternallv  he  is  connected  with 


Henry  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  He  is  a 
man  entirely  free  from  ostentation  or  dis- 
play, but  of  genuine  personal  worth  and 
of  thorough  reliability,  whose  w^ord, 
among  those  who  know  him,  is  as  good 
as  any  bond. 


CHARLES  ALVORD   SMITH. 

Charles  Alvord  Smith,  who  since  1852 
has  resided  upon  the  farm  in  Wayne 
township  which  is  still  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, having  entered  the  land  from  the 
government  when  it  was  a  raw  and  un- 
broken tract,  has  now  attained  the  vener- 
able age  of  seventy-eight  years  and  re- 
ceives the  respect  that  should  ever  be  ac- 
corded one  wdio  has  advanced  far  on  life's 
journey  and  whose  life  has  at  all  times 
been  honorable  and  straightforward.  His 
birth  occurred  in  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on 
February  29,  1828.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Sylvester  Smith,  was  born  in  New 
England  and  the  father,  Sylvester  Smith, 
Jr.,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  as  was 
his  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Lucretia  Woodworth.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  Woodworth,  also  a  native 
of  New  England.  The  marriage  of  the 
parents  of  our  subject  was  celebrated  in 
the  old  Bay  state  but  soon  afterward  they 
left  Massachusetts  for  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  owmed  and  operated  a 
farm,  residing  there  until  1839.  He  then 
journeyed  by  wagon  to  Wellsville,  where 
he  took  passage  on  an  Ohio   river  boat 
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and  went  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  on  to  Oquawka,  Ihi- 
nois.  From  that  point  he  proceeded  to 
Monmouth,  IHinois,  where  he  rented  a 
farm,  residing  thereon  until  1842,  which 
year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Wayne 
tov/nship,  Henry  county,  Iowa.  Here 
he  bought  wild  prairie  land  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  township  about  a  mile 
from  the  Washington  county  line.  He 
located  about  a  mile  from  timber  at  a 
day  when  the  settlers  supposed  that  the 
prairie  would  largely  be  worthless,  the 
claims  being  first  made  in  the  timber  re- 
gions. He  secured  eighty  acres  of  land 
and  at  once  began  converting  it  into  a 
productive  farm,  thereon  making  his 
home  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1864,  when  he  v/as  seventy- 
six  years  of  age.  His  wife  lived  to  be 
more  than  eighty  years  of  age  and  was 
called  to  her  final  rest  about  1870. 

Charles  Alvord  Smith  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio,  con- 
tinued his  studies  to  some  extent  in  Illi- 
nois and  afterward  became  a  student  in 
low^a.  In  the  intervals  of  attending 
school  he  worked  in  the  fields  and  early 
became  familiar  with  the  best  methods  of 
caring  for  the  crops.  He  continued  at 
home  until  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
when  he  removed  to  a  farm  of  eighty 
Company  G,  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
on  the  2nd  of  June,  1865.  He  was  cap- 
tured on  the  27th  of  July,  1864,  and  was 
confined  in  Andersonville  prison  for  six 
weeks,  after  which  he  was  transferred  to 
Florence,  South  Carolina,  where  he  was 
held  as  a  prisoner  of  war  for  about  four 


months.  His  bravery  and  loyalty  were 
above  question,  for  he  was  ever  prompt 
and  faithful  in  the  duties  assigned  him 
and  he  participated  in  many  hotly  con- 
tested engagements.  When  the  war  was 
over  he  returned  to  his  home  and  his  at- 
tention has  since  been  given  to  farming. 
On  the  19th  of  August,  1852,  Mr. 
Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Margaret  Young,  who  was  born  in  the 
acres  on  section  10,  Wayne  township. 
This  was  government  land  wdiich  he  pur- 
chased at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre. 
Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned  nor  an  im- 
provement made  on  the  place,  but  the 
breaking  plow  was  soon  at  work  and 
within  a  short  space  of  time  fields  of 
wheat  and  corn  showed  that  the  efforts 
of  the  agriculturists  were  being  crowned 
with  success.  He  has  added  to  his  place 
as  his  financial  resources  have  increased 
until  he  now  owns  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  one  body.  He  has 
put  all  of  the  improvements  upon  the 
property,  building  a  good  house  in  1852. 
That  building  was  afterward  destroyed 
by  fire  and  was  replaced  by  his  present 
residence.  Mr.  Smith  continued  the  ac- 
tive work  of  the  farm  until  August  zy, 
1862,  when  he  put  aside  all  business  and 
personal  considerations  and  responded  to 
the  country's  call  for  aid,  enlisting  in 
southern  part  of  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Pat- 
rick Young,  a  native  of  Scotland.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  became  the  parents  of 
five  children :  Alice,  the  wife  of  Au- 
gust Lundquist;  Alva  died  at  the  age  of 
about  fourteen  years;  Irene  A.,  the  wife 
of  William  Lambling;  Charles  L.,  who 
lives  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa:  and  Arthur  G., 
who  is  a  professor  in  the  Iowa  State  l^ni- 


6o4 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


versity.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
January,  1893.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had 
traveled  Hfe's  journey  together  for  more 
than  forty  years  and  many  pleasures  as 
well  as  sorrows  had  entered  into  their 
married  life  and  although  there  were 
hardships  there  was  also  prosperity  to 
lighten  these.  In  community  interests 
Mr.  Smith  has  ever  taken  a  deep  and  help- 
ful part  and  has  co-operated  in  many 
movements  that  have  resulted  beneficially 
to  the  township  and  county.  He  votes 
with  the  Republican  party,  keeping  well 
informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day  and  for  many  years  he  was  town- 
ship clerk.  He  has  long  been  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  his  service  as  deacon  has  covered  an 
extended  period.  He  is  today  one  of  tlij 
honored  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county, 
having  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth 
and  progress  and  has  contributed  in  sub- 
stantial measure  to  its  agricultural  de- 
velopment. 

The  death  of  Air.  Smith  occurred  at  the 
home  on  the  17th  of  Xovember.  1905. 


THEODORE  RUSSELL. 

Theodore  Russell,  a  well  known  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children,  five 
sons  and  one  daughter.  He  was  born  in 
Loudoun  county,  Virginia.  July  16,  1845. 
The  parents,  Caleb  and  Elizabeth  (Math- 
ews) Russell  were  both  born  and  reared 
in  Maryland,  where  they  were  married. 


Shortly  after  their  marriage  they  moved 
to  Virginia,  where  ]\Ir.  Russell  in  com- 
pany with  several  others  was  interested  in 
a  woolen  mill.  He  continued  in  this  enter- 
prise until  1850,  when  he  took  the  Cali- 
fornia gold  fever  and  sold  his  interest  in 
the  mill  and  made  a  journey  to  the  Gold- 
en state.  In  the  fall  of  1853,  he  returned 
and  the  next  spring  went  to  Henry 
county,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  section  24.  This 
was  a  tract  of  wild  prairie,  entirely  uncul- 
tivated. He  built  a  comfortable  frame 
house  and  a  prairie  stable  of  logs  with  a 
straw  roof,  cultivated  the  soil,  put  up 
fences,  and  soon  had  a  comfortable  and 
desirable  home.  Later,  he  added  ten  acres 
of  timber  to  his  possessions,  thus  making 
a  valuable  acquisition  to  his  farm.  He 
continued  living  upon  this  land  and  culti- 
vating it  until  his  death,  wdiile  his  widow 
made  her  home  there  until  she  too  passed 
away. 

Theodore  Russell  began  his  education 
in  the  county  where  he  was  born  and  after 
completing  his  studies  in  the  district 
schools  entered  the  state  university  at 
Iowa  City,  taking  up  the  Teacher's 
Course ;  he  thus  gained  a  good  substantial 
education,  which  fitted  him  to  hold  the 
many  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust 
he  has  since  been  called  upon  to  fill.  He 
has  twice  been  elected  to  the  office  of 
township  clerk  and  is  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term,  having  been  re-elected  in  1902. 
He  is  an  ardent  republican  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  political  affairs. 

Although  a  very  young  man  at  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war.  :\Ir.  Russell  felt  his 
country's  need  of  the  services  of  the 
young  blood  of  the  nation,  and  responded 
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to  the  call  by  enlisting  in  Company  D, 
Forty-fourth  regiment  of  Iowa  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Da\enport,  Iowa,  September 
15,   1864. 

Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  In  religious  matters 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Friends'  church, 
and  an  active  worker  in  all  that  tends  to 
promote  the  growth  and  well-being  of  the 
church.     He  has  been  an  elder  since  1893. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  parents,  Air. 
Russell  inherited  eighty  acres  of  the  old 
home  farm.  To  this  he  added  forty  acres 
of  improved  land  and  eighty  acres  of  un- 
improved land  by  a  subsequent  purchase. 
He  has  done  much  towards  improving  his 
land,  and  has  succeeded  in  making  it  into 
a  very  fine  farm.  He  has  fenced  and  tiled 
the  place,  and  rebuilt  the  barn  and  added 
a  hew  roof  and  many  other  neederl  im- 
provements to  the  dwelling  house.  He  is 
a  true  farmer,  devoting  his  best  interests 
and  talents  to  the  calling  he  has  chosen. 
He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  Red 
Polled  cattle  and  Chester  AAdiite  hogs  and 
also  breeds  some  horses. 

On  the  22nd  of  December,  1874,  Theo- 
dore Russell  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Hannah  M.  Brown,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Virginia.  Miss  Brown  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools,  attended  the  high 
school  and  later  became  a  pupil  in  Howe's 
Academ}^  at  Alount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  \M'ien 
she  was  a  young  girl  her  parents  moved 
to  West  Liberty,  Iowa,  from  Illinois. 
The  parents,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Taylor)  Brown,  were  both  born  in  Vir- 
ginia. Mr.  Brown  died  at  the  home  of 
our  subject  June   i,    1906. 


The  maternal  grandfather,  Yardley 
Taylor,  was  also  a  nati\'e  of  the  state  of 
Virginia,  the  Taylor  family  being  found- 
ed in  that  state  in  the  early  colonial  days. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  became  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children :  Laurence,  a 
farmer  in  \\'ayne  township ;  Edna  M. 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three;  Nina  B. 
(Airs.  \\'alter  Schooley)  of  Winfield, 
Iowa;  Esther  (Mrs.  Leonard  Hamilton)  ; 
Bessie  O.,  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools : 
Earl  M.,  a  bookkeeper  in  a  large  mercan- 
tile establishment  of  Douglas,  \\'yoming; 
Harriet,  a  bookkeeper  for  Lauer  &  Van 
Dyke,  of  Winfield;  Harry,  at  home,  and 
Llewellyn,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Russell  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful in  his  business  life  and  has  made  for 
himself  an  enviable  position  socially, 
politically  and  financially.  He  is  a  man  of 
ability  and  worth  and  has  shown  remark- 
able energy  in  building  up  his  home  and 
fortune.  He  has  lived  an  earnest,  upright 
and  honorable  life  and  has  a  host  of 
friends  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 


WTLLIAAI  JOHN  WEHRLE. 

W^illiam  John  A\'ehrle  operates  four 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Henry 
county  and  is  thus  extensively  carrying 
on  general  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which 
he  is  meeting  with  excellent  success.  He 
is  also  engaged  in  the  raising  of  draft 
horses,  Hereford  cattle  and  Poland  China 
hogs  and  is  widel\"  known  as  a  leading 
and  prosperous  fanuer  and  stock-raiser  of 


.6o6 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


his  section  of  the  state.  ^Moreover  he  is  a 
native  son  of  the  county,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Rome,  on  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1872.  He  comes  of  German  ances- 
try, being  a  son  of  John  and  ]Mary 
(Fehrnbauch)  W'ehrle,  the  former  a 
native  of  the  black  forest  of  Germany  and 
the  latter  of  Baden.  Germany.  In  the 
year  1853,  the  father  left  his  native  coun- 
try and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  new 
world.  He  did  not  tarry  in  the  east  but 
made  his  way  at  once  to  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  and  in  Rome  opened  a  boot  and 
shoe  store,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully until  1890,  when  he  closed  out  the 
business  and  removed  to  California, 
where  in  that  sunny  land  he  enjoyed  a 
well  earned  rest  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  making  his  home  in  Los  Angeles 
until  called  to  his  final  rest  on  the  20th  of 
Alay,  1905.  His  wife  crossed  the  Atlantic 
soon  after  he  had  made  the  voyage  and 
took  up  her  abode  in  Germanville.  Jeffer- 
son county.  Iowa,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried. She  still  survives  her  husband  atid 
is  now  living  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 
\Mlliam  John  W^hrle  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  his  native  town  and  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Rome.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  began  working  for  his 
brother  Irwin  on  a  farm,  being  employed 
in  that  manner  for  three  seasons.  He 
afterward  rented  land  from  his  father  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account. 
The  place  still  belongs  to  the  estate  and 
comprises  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
on  sections  5  and  8.  Tippecanoe  township, 
the  home  being  on  section  8.  The  father 
had  purchased  this  farm  in  1880.  It  was 
a  tract  of  improved  land,  on  which  he 
built  a  bank  barn,  corn  cribs  and  other 


outbuildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
stock.  He  also  remodeled  the  old  stone 
house  which  stood  there  and  otherwise 
improved  the  place.  Mr.  Wehrle  of  this 
review  is  now  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing and  raises  corn  and  small  grain, 
annually  harvesting  good  crops.  He  also 
raises  draft  and  driving  horses,  Hereford 
cattle,  always  having  a  good  herd,  and 
also  a  large  drove  of  Poland  China  hogs. 
In  1898,  Mr.  Wehrle  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Dicus,  who  was  educated 
in  W^ayland  and  in  Rome,  attending  the 
public  schols  in  both  towns.  Her  father, 
George  Dicus.  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Price, 
a  native  of  Henry  county,  Iowa,  and  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza  (Jones) 
Price,  who  were  natives  of  \\^ales  and 
who  came  to  this  county  at  a  very  early 
day  in  its  development,  Daniel  Price  fol- 
lowing the  occupation  of  farming  here  in 
pioneer  times.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  George 
Dicus  now  reside  in  Rome,  where  he  is 
in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago.  Burlington 
&  Ouincy  Railroad  Company,  while  in 
1 90 1,  Mrs.  Dicus  was  appointed  the  post- 
mistress of  Rome  and  has  since  acted  in 
that  capacity.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wehrle  have  been  born  three  sons:  ]\Ia:< 
Edward,  May  24,  1899;  Walter  John, 
February  5.  1900;  and  Irwin  Paul.  De- 
cember 29,  1905.  The  parents  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and 
Mr.  \A'ehrle  belongs  to  Henry  Lodge, 
Independent  Order  Odd  Fellows,  of 
]\Iount  Pleasant.  His  political  views  are  in 
accord  with  the  democratic  principles  and 
since  1901  he  has  served  as  school  direct- 
or, while  in  1904  he  was  elected  town- 
ship trustee  and  is  therefore  the  incum- 
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bent  in  the  office.  He  realizes  fully  the 
obligations  and  duties  of  citizenship  and 
is  always  prompt  and  faithful  in  the  per- 
formance of  any  public  service.  He  is  a 
young  man — a  typical  representative  of 
the  middle  west — and  his  labors  have 
given  him  prominence  in  agricultural  and 
stock-raising  circles  and  have  brought 
him  a  desirable  measure  of  prosperity. 


ASAHEL  H.  DAVIS. 

Asahel  H.  Davis  is  occupying  a  valu- 
able farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  in  Center  township,  on  which  he  has 
resided  since  1898.  His  parents  were 
Hosea  and  Sarah  Abbie  (Stevens)  Davis, 
the  former  a  native  of  Royalston,  Massa- 
chusetts, born  in  1816,  while  the  latter 
was  born  in  Petersham,  Massachusetts,  in 
1836.  The  father  became  a  successful  phy- 
sician, having  prepared  for  his  profes- 
sion in  Dartmouth  College  in  Vermont, 
from  which  he  was  graduated,  while  later 
he  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  Chicago 
in  the  early  '50s  as  a  student  in  Rush 
Medical  College.  He  entered  upon  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Rush- 
ville,  Indiana,  in  1847,  and  in  1849  re- 
moved to  Littleton,  Illinois,  where  he 
built  up  a  large  practice,  there  continuing 
to  make  his  home  until  1888,  when  his 
life's  labors  were  ended  in  death.  His 
wife  survived  him  for  several  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  1896,  and  both  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Littleton.  The  father  was  a  stal- 
wart   republiccCn    in    his    political    views. 


served  as  supervisor  for  several  years  and 
was  called  to  still  higher  political  honors, 
being  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  general  assembly  in  1879,  thus  serving 
for  a  two  years'  term.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  first  union  being  with  Miss  Cyn- 
thia Marks,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is  yet  living — Cynthia 
M.,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Louis  Seeley,  of 
Rushville,  Illinois.  For  his  second  wife 
Dr.  Davis  chose  Miss  Sarah  Stevens  and 
they  had  seven  children :  Asahel,  of  this 
review ;  a  babe,  who  died  when  but  six 
weeks  old ;  John  died  at  age  of  three 
years;  Abbie  R.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Elmer 
DeGrafif,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa ;  Glaphyra 
v.,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  P.  Garrison, 
of  Littleton,  Illinois;  Ethel  E.,  who  is 
living  with  her  brother  Asahel ;  and  Ern- 
est E.,  who  is  a  physician  of  much  ability 
practicing  at  Avon,  Illinois,  after  complet- 
ing his  course  of  study  in  Xorthwestern 
College  at  Chicago. 

Asahel  H.  Davis  was  born  in  Schuyler 
county,  Illinois,  July  15,  1861,  and  com- 
pleted his  literary  course  in  the  Rushville 
high  school,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1881.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  at  Littleton  for 
a  year,  after  which  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming,  which  he  followed  in 
that  locality  until  1898,  when  he  came  to 
Henry  county,  Iowa,  settling  on  his  pres- 
ent farm.  It  was  an  impro\'ed  place  and 
he  at  once  undertook  the  further  task  of 
further  developing  and  cultivating  the 
property.  He  is  a  general  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  practical  in  his  efforts  and 
successful  in  the  result  which  attends  his 
labors.  He  now  has  ninet}'  acres  of  rich 
land,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  under 
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cultivation,  and  also  operates  ninety 
acres  he  rents  and  in  the  midst  of  his 
fields  stand  good  buildings,  while  every- 
thing about  his  place  indicates  his  care- 
ful supervision  and  practical,  yet  progres- 
sive methods. 

On  the  20th  of  January.  1904,  Mr. 
Davis  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
IMarietta  Becker,  who  was  born  in  this 
county  February  10,  1875,  a  daughter  of 
Urskine  and  Hester  Ann  (Morehead) 
Becker,  the  former  born  in  Indiana  in 
1845,  a"d  the  latter  in  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  in  185 1.  The  father  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits 
for  many  years  but  he  and  his  wife  are 
now  living  retired  in  Mount  Pleasant.  He 
has  long  voted  with  the  Republican  party 
but  has  been  without  aspiration  for  office. 
Both  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Becker  hold  member- 
ship in  the  ]\Iethodist  church,  in  which  he 
is  serving  as  a  trustee.  In  the  family 
have  been  born  five  children :  Lillian  C, 
the  wife  of  F.  A.  Hinkson,  a  resident  of 
Xew  London  township;  Marietta,  now^ 
Mrs.  Davis;  Callie  B.,  the  wife  of  D.  H. 
Palmer,  of  Henry  county;  John  Wesley, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years ;  and 
Myrtle,  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
have  two  sons,  Harold  John  and  Ralph  B. 

Mr.  Davis  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  while  living 
in  Illinois  served  as  to\vn  clerk.  He  is 
an  Odd  Fellow,  holding  membership  in 
Mystic  lodge,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church.  They  have  a  good 
home  in  the  midst  of  a  fine  farm  and  are 
well  known  y<:)ung  people  of  Henry 
county,  wdio  occup}-  an  enviable  position 
in  social  circles,  while  cordial  hospitality 


is    freely    extended    to    them    by    many 
friends. 


CORNELIUS    LACY    SANDERSON. 

Cornelius  Lacy  Sanderson  is  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  farm  constituting  the  old 
homestead  property  of  the  Sanderson 
family  in  Salem  township.  It  is  improved 
with  good  buildings,  is  enclosed  almost 
entirely  with  wire  fencing  and  is  care- 
fully improved  along  modern  lines  of 
agricultural  progress  and  in  connection 
with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  Mr.  Sander- 
son raises  horses,  Hereford  cattle  and 
Poland  China  hogs,  being  widely  recog- 
nized as  an  able  business  man  of  his  com- 
munity. His  life  record  began  in  Lee 
county,  low^a,  on  the  9th  of  April.  1854, 
his  parents  being  Cornelius  and  Ann 
(Lunn)  Sanderson,  both  natives  of  Eng- 
land. His  paternal  grandfather.  John  ■ 
Sanderson,  w-as  also  born  in  England  and 
married  a  IMiss  Lacy.  On  the  "merrie 
isle"  the  parents  were  married  and  in 
185 1  they  became  residents  of  Salem, 
Iowa,  their  home  being  a  little  log  cabin 
in  which  they  lived  for  a  year.  They  af- 
terward spent  six  years  in  Houghton, 
Lee  county,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that 
period  took  up  their  abode  in  Salem  tow-n- 
ship,  Henry  county,  where  Mr.  Sander- 
son rented  the  Macock  place  for  three 
years.  They  had  joined  the  Mormons  in 
England  and  with  a  colony  of  people  of 
that  religious  sect  came  to  America.  In 
June,  1856,  they  started  \vith  ox  teams 
for  Salt  Lake  Citv,  Utah,  arriving^  there 
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in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  The  father 
found,  however,  that  he  had  been  decei\-ed 
in  regard  to  the  teachings  and  practices 
of  this  sect  and  he  attempted  through  va- 
rious means  to  leave  the  colony.  In  the  fol- 
lowing summer  after  he  had  harvested  his 
crop  of  wheat  from  forty  acres  of  land  a 
company  was  formed  to  return  to  the  east. 
There  were  many  families  in  the  party 
and  they  had  eighty  rifles  among  them. 
They  made  their  arrangements  to  leave 
quietly  so  as  not  to  awaken  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  zealous  followers  of  Mor- 
monism  and  started  in  the  night.  On 
the  way  they  passed  the  train  that  was 
massacred  in  the  Mountain  Meadow  mas- 
sacre a  few  days  after  they  had  gone  by 
them  but  the  train  with  which  Mr.  San- 
derson traveled  did  not  learn  of  this  catas- 
trophe until  they  arrived  at  Lincoln,  Ne- 
braska. After  traveling  by  slow  and  te- 
dious stages  they  eventually  reached 
Houghton,  Lee  county,  Iowa,  in  the  late 
fall  and  Cornelius  Sanderson,  Sr.,  began 
working  in  a  coal  mine  in  that  locality 
for  fifty  cents  per  day.  He  followed  dif- 
ferent employments  that  would  yield  him 
an  honest  li\'ing  and  eventually  began 
farming  on  school  land.  He  bought  a 
horse  on  time  and  paid  for  it  by  selling- 
meal  at  sixteen  cents  per  bushel.  /\s  his 
financial  resources  increased,  owing  to  his 
good  crops  which  brought  a  ready  sale, 
he  was  enabled  to  purchsae  eighty  acres 
of  land  situated  on  section  19,  Salem 
township,  most  of  which,  however,  was 
covered  with  timber,  although  there  was  a 
small  clearing  upon  the  place.  He  had 
previously  lived  on  different  farms  in  the 
township,  making  purchase  of  the  home 
place   in   the   spring  of    1866.      He  then 


cleared  and  improved  his  land,  transform- 
ing the  timber  tract  into  richly  cultivated 
fields,  whereon  he  resided  until  Septem- 
ber, 1884,  when  he  sold  his  ranch  to  his 
son  Cornelius  and  removed  to  Harvey 
county,  Kansas.  There  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  partially  im- 
proved land,  which  he  continued  to  culti- 
vate and  farm  until  his  life's  labors  were 
ended  in  death  on  September  28,  1886. 
His  wife  survived  him,  passing  away  in 
February,  1895. 

Cornelius  L.  Sanderson,  whose  name 
introduces  this  record,  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  four  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
of  whom  one  bo}^  and  two  girls  have  now 
passed  away.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Salem  township  and 
lived  with  his  parents  until  the  fall  of 
1877,  when  he  removed  to  Sumner 
county,  Kansas,  where  he  entered  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land,  proving  up  the  place. 
He  cultivated  sixty  acres  of  the  tract 
and  continued  to  own  the  property  until 
1884,  when  he  sold  out,  having  in  the 
meantime  returned  to  Salem  in  1880.  On 
disposing  of  his  Kansas  property  in  1884 
he  purchased  the  old  home  place  in  Henry 
county,  and  has  since  resided  thereon  now 
covering  a  period  of  twenty-two  years, 
having  added  forty  acres  since,  making 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  the 
fall  of  1 89 1  he  erected  a  comfortable 
frame  residence,  containing  three  rooms 
on  the  first  floor  and  three  on  the  second. 
He  has  also  built  a  barn  for  the  shelter 
of  horses,  cattle  and  hay,  erecting  this  in 
the  spring  of  1888.  He  now  has  the 
place  nearly  all  fenced  with  wire  and  he 
does  general  farming,  annually  har\-est- 
ing  good  crops  of  corn,  wheat  and  other 
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products.  He  also  raises  horses,  Hereford 
cattle,  and  Poland  China  hogs,  and  his 
stock  interests  constitute  an  important  de- 
partment of  his  business. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1884,  Mr. 
Sanderson  was  united  in  marriage  to  j\Iiss 
Kate  Greenup,  who  was  born  in  Morgan 
county,  Illinois,  January  2,  1862,  her  par- 
ents being  Witten  and  Catherine  (De- 
laney)  Greenup,  natives  of  Kentucky, 
while  the  grandfather  was  \A'illiam 
Greenup.  Mrs.  Sanderson's  parents  be- 
came residents  of  Van  Buren  county, 
Iowa,  in  1864,  and  in  1872  went  to  John- 
son comity,  Missouri,  where  they  resided 
for  two  years.  There  the  father  died  in 
September,  1874,  after  which  the  mother 
returned  ^\■ith  her  family  to  Van  Buren 
county,  where  she  still  makes  her  home. 
Mrs.  Sanderson,  although  born  in  Illi- 
nois, was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  \'?i\\  Buren  county,  Iowa.-  By  her 
marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of 
five  children:  Guilford  E.,  who  was 
born  December  4,  1884,  is  now  rural  free 
delivery  carrier  from  Hillsboro;  Murray, 
who  was  born  December  28,  1886,  and 
died  June  19,  1887 ;  Rose  Edna,  born  July 
I,  1888;  Ethel  Belle,  born  January  18, 
1891  ;  and  Bert  Lacy,  born  December  2, 
1897. 

^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Sanderson  are  members 
of  the  Free  Baptist  church,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  solicitors.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party  and  he  be- 
longs to  Hillsboro  Lodge,  Xo.  373,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  to 
the  Order  of  Rebekahs  with  his  wife. 
Much  of  his  life  has  been  passed  in  Iowa 
and  he  has  always  carried  on  general  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  his  labors  resulting  in 


the  acquisition  of  a  good  property  and 
comfortable  competence. 


ALEXANDER  RUTH. 

Alexander  Ruth  is  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  fine  farms  of  Scott  township,  compris- 
ing one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of 
rich  land  situated  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  section  6.  He  also  has  tw'enty-five 
acres  of  timber  land  here  and  he  has 
transformed  his  place  into  a  very  product- 
ive farm,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands 
a  commodious  residence  of  ten  rooms, 
while  all  of  the  accessories  of  a  model 
place  are  here  found.  His  life  record  be- 
gan on  the  7th  of  X'ovember,  1833,  in 
Rockbridge  county,  Virginia.  He  is  a 
son  of  Daniel  Ruth,  who  was  born  in 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  while  the 
grandfather  was  John  Ruth,  a  native  of 
Germany.  The  latter  loecame  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  the  new  world,  making 
his  home  for  some  time  in  the  Keystone 
state.  Having  arrived  at  adult  age,  Dan- 
iel Ruth  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Im- 
boden,  who  was  born  in  Augusta  county, 
Virginia,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Imboden,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  of  John  Imboden  came  to  the 
L'nited  States  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  served  for  three  months 
in  the  arm}-.  He  afterward  engaged  in 
clerking  for  a  Mr.  Morrison,  who  fur- 
nished clothing  for  the  army.  The  father 
of  our  subject  enlisted  at  Baltimore  for 
service  in  the  war  of   181 2.  and  partici- 
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pated  in  the  engagements  which  occurred 
at  that  place.  He  was  also  with  the  army 
for  three  months.  He  lived  for  some  time 
in  Virginia  and  then  removed  to  McLean 
county.  Illinois,  settling  six  miles  west 
of  Bloomington  upon  a  farm  which  he 
rented  there  in  1840.  He  was  not  long 
permitted  to  enjoy  his  western  home, 
however,  for  his  death  occurred  in  1842. 
His  wife  lived  upon  the  farm  which  he 
secured  in  Illinois  for  sixteen  years  and 
there  reared  the  family,  seven  of  whom 
reached  adult  age,  Alexander  being  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth.  One  brother,  Ben- 
jamin F.,  is  now  living  near  Olympia, 
Washington,  where  he  owns  fourteen 
hundred  acres  of  land.  The  mother  re- 
sided with  her  son  Alexander  until 
1863.  when  she  went  to  live  with 
her  son  Henry,  who  at  that  time 
was  a  resident  of  Indianola,  \\'arren 
county.  Iowa,  and  there  she  made  her 
home  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
September.   1884. 

Mr.  Ruth  of  this  review  acquired  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  ]\IcLean 
county.  Illinois,  and  remained  upon  the 
old  family  homestead  there  up  to  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
brated in  March,  1863,  Miss  Arellah  Jane 
Meyers  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born 
in  Greenbriar  county,  Virginia,  in  1845, 
and  in  1851  came  to  Iowa  with  her  par- 
ents, George  and  Jane  (Lynch)  Meyers, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Greenbriar 
county.  Mrs.  Ruth  attended  the  com- 
mon schools,  at  Winfield,  Iowa,  and  was 
trained  to  the  duties  of  the  household  by 
her  mother,  so  that  she  was  well  qualified 
to  take  charge  of  a  home  of  her  own 
at  the  time  of  her  marriage.     vShe  has  lie- 


come  the  mother  of  seven  children  :  Loess, 
now  the  wife  of  George  Brown,  living 
in  Wenatchee,  Washington;  Minnie  Ila, 
the  wife  of  Harvey  Beauchamp,  of  Wash- 
ington county,  this  state;  Sarah  Jane, 
who  married  Fred  Jackson  and  is  living 
in  Louisa  county ;  Alary  Estus,  the  wife 
of  Joseph  H.  Rickey,  of  Louisa  county ; 
Colin,  a  resident  of  Leavenworth,  Wash- 
ington ;  Marie,  who  is  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Scott  township ;  and  Frank, 
at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruth  began  their  do- 
mestic life  upon  a  rented  farm  a  mile  and 
a  half  west  of  \\'infield,  where  ]Mr.  Ruth 
had  lived  for  three  years  prior  to  their 
marriage  and  where  he  remained  for  two 
years  after  that  e\ent.  Prospering  in  his 
undertakings,  he  saved  from  his  labors 
a  sum  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  purchase 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  land 
in  the  southeast  portion  of  section  6, 
Scott  township,  and  also  twenty-five  acres 
of  timber  land.  The  farm  was  unim- 
proved and  he  at  once  began  its  develop- 
ment and  cultivation,  placing  the  fields 
under  the  plow  and  in  the  course  of  time 
harvesting  good  crops.  As  the  years 
have  gone  by  he  has  added  substantial 
buildings  to  the  place,  erecting  a  fine 
home  which  contains  ten  rooms  with  a 
splendid  cellar  under  the  whole  house. 
He  has  also  built  barns  for  the  stock  and 
the  hay  and  he  has  two  good  corn  cribs. 
He  fenced  the  entire  place  with  rails  but 
has  since  replaced  the  rail  fence  by  barbed 
wire  fencing.  He  also  has  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  rods  of  tile  draining 
a  swampy  place.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  keeps  about  six  head  of 
horses   and   thirteen   head   of  cows,   also 
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twenty-one  head  of  Poland  China  hog:s. 
Harvesting  good  crops,  he  finds  a  ready 
sale  for  his  grain  upon  the  market  and 
he  is  regarded  throughout  Henry  county 
as  a  man  of  good  business  ability  and  en- 
terprise, whose  earnest  labors  have  con- 
stituted the  key  that  has  unlocked  for 
him  the  portals  of  success.  He  has  now 
resided  for  a  long  period  in  Iowa,  where 
both  he  and  his  wife  have  become  widely 
known  and  gained  many  friends. 


JOHN  McCULLY. 

John  McCully  is  one  of  the  extensive 
land  owners  of  Scott  township,  his  pos- 
sessions embracing  over  four  hundred 
acres  of  Iowa's  rich  and  productive  soil. 
He  has  now  passed  the  seventy-eighth 
milestone  on  life's  journey  and  is  prac- 
tically living  retired,  renting  all  of  his 
land,  so  that  he  is  relieved  of  the  necessity 
of  tilling  the  soil  and  supervising  the 
place.  His  birth  occurred  in  Green 
county,  Ohio,  August  17,  1827,  his  par- 
ents being  James  and  Isabelle  (Pomeroy) 
McCully,  the  former  born  in  Tennessee 
and  the  latter  near  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
They  were  married  in  the  Blue  Grass 
state  and  removed  thence  to  Green  county, 
Ohio.  The  father  had  been  previously 
married  and  had  four  children  by  his  first 
wife.  After  living  in  Ohio  for  some  time 
he  disposed  of  his  property  there  and 
went  to  Little  York,  Henderson  county, 
Illinois,  but  in  1836  came  to  Scott  town- 
ship.   Henry    county,    Iowa.     Only    two 


3^ears  before  had  the  first  settlement  of 
white  men  been  made  in  this  county  and 
the  region  was  yet  largley  wild  and  unim- 
proved, presenting  the  same  appearance 
as  it  did  when  it  came  fresh  from  the 
hands  of  nature.  Mr.  McCully  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  of 
which  he  broke  twenty  acres.  The  jour- 
ney to  Illinois  had  been  made  by  driving 
across  the  country  and  they  were  a  month 
upon  the  way,  during  which  time  it 
rained  every  day  excepting  the  first  three 
days  of  the  trip.  The  land  which  Mr.  Mc- 
Cully purchased  in  Iowa  was  entirely  un- 
improved save  for  a  small  log  cabin  and 
nearly  all  of  the  tract  was  covered  with 
timber  and  brush.  He  at  once  began  the 
further  development  of  the  property  and 
soon  where  had  originally  been  seen  the 
forest  trees  and  the  native  timber  growth 
were  to  be  seen  rich  fields  of  waving 
grain.  Both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to 
reside  upon  the  farm  until  they  were 
called  to  the  home  beyond. 

John  McCully  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and  continued 
his  studies  in  Illinois.  He  lived  with  his 
parents  until  they  passed  away,  residing 
first  in  the  primitive  log  cabin  which  was 
a  typical  pioneer  home  and  in  which  the 
family  shared  in  the  hardships  and  priva- 
tions as  well  as  the  pleasures  and  privi- 
leges incident  to  life  on  the  frontier.  A 
number  of  years  ago  Mr.  McCully  of  this 
review  built  his  present  home,  going  to 
Muscatine  and  purchasing  all  of  the  lum- 
ber which  was  used  in  its  construction  and 
also  the  lumber  used  in  the  United  Pres- 
byterian church.  He  early  became  famil- 
iar with  the  arduous  task  of  developing 
new  land  and  converting  a  raw  tract  into 
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productive  fields  and  he  soon  came  to 
realize  the  necessity  for  continuous  and 
earnest  labor  if  success  would  be  obtained. 
Following-  his  parents'  death  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  tw^o  hundred  acres  of 
land  to  which  he  has  added  from  time  to 
time  until  he  now  has  over  four  hun- 
dred acres,  of  which  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  lie  in  Louisa  county. 
His  is  a  splendidly  improved  farm  prop- 
erty. He  has  built  all  of  the  barns  and 
other  buildings  upon  the  place,  has  se- 
cured good  machinery  and  has  continued 
his  labors  until  he  now  owns  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  this  part  of  the  state,  but 
now  in  advanced  years  he  has  rented  his 
land  and  is  thus  relieved  of  the  necessity 
of  caring  for  the  place.  He,  however, 
has  not  altogether  put  aside  business 
interests,  but  raises  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-five  head  of  horses  each  year  and 
expects  in  another  year  to  raise  about  fifty 
head.  There  is  only  one  other  member  of 
the  father's  family  living — James  P.  Ale- 
Cully,  who  owns  the  remainder  of  the 
home  place  and  is  now  residing  in  Wash- 
ington. Iowa. 

Air.  AlcCully  of  this  review  is  familiar 
with  all  of  the  pioneer  experiences  and 
conditions  of  frontier  life  that  were  to  be 
met  in  Iowa  more  than  sixty  years  ago. 
He  made  his  way  to  this  state  from  Little 
York,  Illinois,  with  a  companion  by  the 
name  of  Bravard.  It  was  winter  time  and 
the}'  walked  to  the  Mississippi  river, 
where  they  got  a  chance  to  be  carried 
across  the  ice  but  just  after  they  crossed 
the  ice  broke  up.  Mr.  McCully  and  his 
companion  walked  on  from  New  London 
to  his  parents'  place,  where  they  arrived 
about  noon,  having  spent  two  and  a  half 


days  in  making  the  journey  from  Little 
York.  Mr.  Bravard  told  Mr.  McCully 
that  he  would  freeze,  but  the  latter  re- 
sponded that  he  could  stand  as  much  ex- 
posure to  the  elements  as  the  former  and 
they  persevered  on  the  journey  until  they 
reached  their  destination.  As  the  years 
have  gone  by  many  changes  have  oc- 
curred in  the  county  and  Mr.  McCully 
has  done  his  full  share  in  the  work  of 
improvement,  especially  along  agricul- 
tural lines. 


GUST  ALBERT  TOLANDER. 

Gust  Albert  Tolander.  who  operates 
the  old  homestead  farm  of  the  Tolander 
family  in  Henry  county,  was  born  in 
Henderson  county,  Illinois,  February  18, 
1863,  and  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  four  children,  three  sons 
and  a  daughter,  whose  parents  were  John 
and  Eva  (Brant)  Tolander,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Sweden.  Having 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  the 
father  took  up  his  abode  in  the  western 
part  of  Illinois,  where  he  worked  at  farm 
labor.  The  mother  was  twice  married, 
first  becoming  the  wife  of  Captain  Brooks 
and  in  the  year  1850  she  crossed  the  At- 
lantic to  New  York  city.  Her  husband 
was  captain  of  the  famous  steamer.  Lady 
Elgin,  which  was  sunk  in  Lake  Michigan 
with  all  on  board,  the  crew  and  passen- 
gers numbering  about  three  hundred. 
Mrs.  Brooks  afterward  gave  her  hand  in 
marriage  to  John  Tolander,  the  wedding 
beino-    celebrated    in    Illinois    and    subse- 
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quently  the}'  remoxed  to  Jefferson  county. 
Iowa.  l)ut  after  a  few  years  returned  to 
Illinois  and  in  1865  came  to  Henry 
county.  li\-ing-  upon  a  rented  farm  for  two 
years.  Later  the  father  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  on  section  28,  W'ayne  town- 
ship, but  the  tract  at  that  time  was  wild 
and  unimproved.  His  energy  and  dili- 
gence, however,  converted  it  into  an  ex- 
cellent farm,  upon  which  he  erected  all  of 
the  buildings  and  made  other  modern 
improvements.  For  years  he  was  actively 
and  successfully  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing but  his  eyesight  began  to  fail  and 
since  1903  he  has  been  totally  blind. 

Mr.  Tolander  of  this  review  was  reared 
under  the  parental  roof,  early  becoming 
familiar  with  all  the  duties  and  labors  that 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  agriculturist.  The 
public  schools  of  Iowa  afforded  him  his 
educational  privileges  and  he  continued  to 
assist  in  farm  work  upon  the  old  home- 
stead until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Plattsmouth.  Nebraska,  where 
he  learned  the  machinist's  trade,  becom- 
ing hostler  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
railroad  at  Akron,  Colorado.  He  filled 
that  position  for  three  years  and  then 
went  to  McCook,  Nebraska,  after  which 
he  was  employed  for  two  years  as  a  fire- 
man on  the  same  road.  He  w^as  then  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  engineer  and  re- 
mained in  active  connection  with  the  road 
for  sometime.  When  a  strike  was  declared 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  finances  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  and 
acted  in  that  capacity  during  the  strike, 
which  was  continued  for  eighteen  months. 
He  afterward  took  up  a  homestead  in 
Nebraska,  where  he  lived  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  sold  out  and  joined  his 


brother,  Martin,  in  the  establishment  of 
a  creamery  at  Emerson  and  at  Essex, 
Iowa,  conducting  the  two  plants  for  six 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
the  creamery  at  Emerson  was  destroyed 
by  fire  and  about  that  time  Mr.  Tolander 
returned  to  the  old  homestead  farm  in 
Henry  county  on  account  of  the  health  of 
his  father  and  mother,  his  aid  being 
needed  in  the  management  and  operation 
of  the  property. 

In  April,  1889,  Mr.  Tolander  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine 
Smith,  who  was  born  near  Galesburg, 
Knox  county,  Illinois.  They  have  become 
the  parents  of  three  children :  Mary  Alice 
and  Eugene  Aloysius,  at  home ;  and  Mar- 
garet, who  is  with  her  aunt,  Mrs. 
Amanda  Woodall,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
Mr.  Tolander  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in 
Henry  county,  where  much  of  his  life  has 
been  passed  and  is  now  classed  with  the 
energetic  and  wide-awake  farmers  who 
are  keeping  in  touch  with  modern  pro- 
gress in  their  labors  in  the  fields.  He 
votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


HARRY   WEAVER   CLAWSON. 

Harry  Weaver  Clawson,  conducting  a 
profitable  tin  smithing  and  roofing  busi- 
ness in  New  London,  was  born  in  Preble 
county,  Ohio,  September  3,  1857.  and  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Lucy  (Fisher)  Claw- 
son,  who  in  the  year  1853  took  up  their 
abode  in  Mount  Pleasant,  so  that  the  son 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
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city,  where  he  also  attended  Howe's  Acad- 
emy. His  choice  of  an  occupation  led  him 
to  take  up  the  tin  smith's  trade  under  the 
direction  of  his  father  and  he  has  al- 
ways continued  his  connection  therewith. 
In  1876  he  went  to  Creston,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  located  until  1890,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Plasant,  where  he  car- 
ried on  his  trade.  He  was  also  located  for 
a  time  in  both  Fairfield  and  Ottumwa. 
He  afterward  returned  to  Mount  Ple?.s- 
ant  and  since  1895  he  has  been  engaged 
in  business  in  New  London,  doing  the 
entire  tin  work  and  roofing  of  this  vicin- 
ity. He  has  equipments  for  carrying  on 
work  in  every  department  of  this  line 
of  activity  and  does  all  kinds  of  sheet 
metal  work  in  every  design.  He  also 
handles  both  gasoline  and  heating  stoves 
and  he  has  a  well  equipped  establish- 
ment at  the  corner  of  Main  and  East 
Main  streets,  where  business  is  carried 
on  under  the  firm  style  of  H.  \Y .  Claw- 
son  &  Son,  for  he  is  associated  with  his 
son  in  the  conduct  of  this  enterprise. 

On  the  8th  of  ^lay,  1874,  Mr.  Claw- 
son  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Gunn,  a  daughter  of  Louis  and  Anna 
Belle  Gunn.  L^nto  them  has  been  born 
a  son,  Frank  LeRoy,  who  is  a  partner  of 
his  father  in  the  tinning  business,  having 
thoroughly  learned  the  trade  under  the 
direction  of  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm.  He  married  Alberta  Pixley  and  they 
had  three  children:  Emma  and  Laura, 
now  living:  and  Grace,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Clawson  is 
an  earnest  democrat  and  in  the  year  iQOi 
served  as  treasurer  of  New  London.  He 
belones  to  the  Universalist  church  and  is 


interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  progress  of  the  commu- 
nity as  well  as  to  its  material  growth  and 
upbuilding.  Mr.  Clawson  is  a  popular 
citizen,  being  a  favorite  with  many  warm 
friends  and  his  position  therfore  in  New 
London  1)Oth  in  a  lousiness  way  and  so- 
ciallv  is  an  enviable  one. 


KONRAD   H.    SCH\\\\RTZ. 

Konrad  H.  Schwartz,  living  in  Scott 
township,  where  his  time  and  energies  are 
devoted  to  general  agricultural  pursuits, 
is  one  of  the  German-American  citizens, 
who  have  performed  an  important  service 
in  the  development  and  upbuilding  of 
Iowa.  Public  progress  results  not  from 
the  efforts  of  a  few  but  from  the  aggre- 
gate endea\'or  of  many  and  each  man  who 
faithfully  performs  his  daily  duties  and 
makes  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  be- 
comes a  factor  of  value  in  a  community 
or  commonwealth.  Mr.  Schwartz  was 
born  in  Nassau,  Prussia,  Germany,  on  the 
28th  of  July,  1 85 1,  his  parents  being  John 
and  Elizabeth  Schwartz,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany.  In  the  year 
1867  the  parents  came  to  America  and 
settled  upcMi  a  farm  in  Des  Moines  county. 
Iowa,  wliere  the  father  resided  until  his 
death  in  1901,  having  for  several  years 
survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in 
1893.  He  was  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  that  he  trans- 
formed into  a  productive  and  profitable 
farm. 
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Konrad  H.  Swartz  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  pubHc  schools  of  his  native 
country  and  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  years 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  father 
and  mother.  Soon  afterward  he  started 
out  in  hfe  upon  his  own  account  and  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  went  to  Burlington,  where 
he  learned  the  stone  mason's  trade  and 
was  thus  identified  with  building  opera- 
tions in  that  city  for  about  five  years. 
He  was  afterward  employed  in  various 
ways  until  1870.  when  he  resolved  to  de- 
vote his  time  and  energies  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres  of  land  on  sections  15, 
16  and  22,  Scott  township,  Henry  county. 
He  has  his  residence  on  section  15 — a 
story-and-a-half  house.  He  has  rebuilt 
the  barn,  has  tiled  the  place  where  it  was 
necessary  to  drain  the  land  and  has  car- 
ried on  general  farming,  annually  har- 
vesting good  crops,  which  shows  that  he 
understands  the  best  methods  of  tilling 
the  soil.  He  raises  horses,  cattle  and 
Poland  China  hogs.  His  judgment  is 
sound  in  regard  to  agricultural  interests 
and  his  efforts  have  resulted  in  winning 
him  a  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March,  1885,  Mr. 
Schwartz  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Carrie  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  Den- 
mark, Lee  county,  Iowa,  November  29, 
1867,  ^'^^^  parents  being  Christian  and 
Anna  Hanson,  who  were  natives  of  the 
country  of  Denmark.  Having  come  to 
the  new  world  they  established  their  home 
in  Union  township,  Des  Moines  county. 
There  their  daughter  Carrie  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  she  remained 
at  home  until  she  gave  her  hand  in  mar- 


riage to  Mr.  Schwartz  in  Burlington. 
Soon  afterward  they  came  to  their  present 
place  of  residence  and  here  the  home  has 
been  blessed  with  six  children,  but  they 
lost  their  youngest,  Clifford,  who  was 
born  June  2,  1897,  and  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1898.  Those  who  still  survive  are: 
Nellie,  a  teacher  in  the  district  school  of 
Scott  township,  born  January  24,  1886; 
Clarence,  January  23, 1888;  Charles,  May 
23,  1890;  Grace,  September  12,  1893;  and 
Harry,  February  12,  1895.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schwartz  are  accorded  the  hospi- 
tality of  many  of  the  best  homes  in  this 
part  of  the  county  and  are  worthy  people, 
whose  lives  display  many  sterling  traits 
of  character.  They  are  members  of  the 
Presbvterian  church  of  Winfield. 


AUSTIN  HENRY  SNELL. 

Austin  Henry  Snell  is  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  farm  in  Scott  township  and  its 
excellent  appearance  indicates  his  care- 
ful supervision  and  practical  progressive 
methods.  He  was  born  in  Woodhull,  Il- 
linois, June  24,  1 87 1,  and  is  of  Swiss 
lineage.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Henry 
Snell,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  and  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Clark.  Having  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  he  established  his  home 
in  Indiana  and  there  occurred  the  birth 
of  his  son,  William  H.  Snell,  who  after 
arriving  at  years  of  maturity  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Clarissa  Atwood,  who  was 
born  in  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Alma  (Root) 
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Atwood,  who  were  natives  of  the  Empire 
state.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
\\'ilHam  H.  SneU  was  celebrated  in  Mar- 
shall comity,  Illinois,  in  1862,  and  they 
took  up  their  abode  at  Woodhull,  where 
the  father  conducted  a  wagon  factory  for 
six  years,  doing  a  good  business  and 
furnishing  employment  to  three  or  four 
workmen.  At  length  he  traded  his  plant 
for  a  farm  near  Rio,  Illinois,  and  a  year 
later  he  traded  that  property  for  a  tract 
of  land  of  eighty  acres  in  Wayne  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  Iowa,  to  which  he 
removed  in  the  spring  of  1875.  His  at- 
tention was  then  given  to  the  care  and 
cultivation  of  the  fields  for  fourteen  years, 
or  until  1889,  when  he  sold  the  farm. 
Two  years  later  he  sold  the  farm  to 
Charles  Ingmanson,  who  resides  upon 
that  property.  Mr.  Snell  then  removed 
to  Stuttgart,  Arkansas,  where  he  pur- 
chased five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  and  conducted  a  stock  farm  for  six 
years.  After  disposing  of  that  property 
he  made  his  home  in  Stuttgart  for  a  year 
and  then  removed  to  Holt  county,  Ne- 
braska, where  he  purchased  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  school  land.  To  his 
property  he  has  added  until  he  now  owns 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  near 
Broken  Bow,  Nebraska.  This  is  a  well 
improved  ranch  upon  which  he  carries  on 
general  farming  and  also  raises  stock. 
His  life  has  been  one  of  intense  and  well 
directed  activity,  and  his  prosperity  has 
resulted  entirely  from  his  own  efforts.  He 
lost  his  wife  in  the  winter  of  1877,  her 
death  occurring  in  Wayne  township.  In 
the  family  were  three  children,  of  whom 
Austin  Henry  is  the  youngest.  There 
was  another  son  and  one  daughter,  but 
both  are  now  deceased. 


Austin  H.  Snell  was  only  about  four 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed 
to  Henry  county  and  in  the  district 
schools  of  \^^ayne  township  he  acquired 
his  early  education,  which  was  afterward 
supplemented  by  a  course  of  study  in 
Howe's  xA-cademy,  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa.  He  also  learned  the  best  methods 
of  caring  for  the  stock  and  cultivating  the 
fields  by  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors 
of  the  old  homestead,  whereon  he  re- 
mained until  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
when,  thniking  that  he  would  find  other 
business  more  congenial,  he  became  an 
apprentice  in  the  photographic  gallery  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  remained  for 
one  winter.  He  then  returned  home  and 
continued  upon  the  farm  for  two  years, 
while  later  he  worked  by  the  month  as 
a  farm  hand  for  a  year.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  began  operating  a 
tract  of  land  of  fifty  acres  which  he  sold 
three  months  later  at  more  than  double 
the  price  that  he  had  paid  for  the  prop- 
ertv.  Coming  to  Henry  county  he  then 
worked  for  three  years  by  the  month, 
after  which  he  rented  a  tract  of  land  in 
Marion  township,  living  thereon  alone 
for  one  year.  He  was  then  married  on 
the  14th  of  December.  1896,  to  Miss 
Katie  Bechler,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
township,  Henry  county,  but  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  Arkansas, 
her  parents  having  removed  from  this 
state  to  Stuttgart,  Arkansas,  in  1885. 
There  her  father  engaged  in  general 
farming,  stock-raising  and  dairying  for 
twenty-one  years,  being  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  prosperous  agriculturists 
of  his  community.  He  died  in  the  year 
1895,  while  his  wife  survived  until  the 
nth  of  June,  1899,  when  she  was  laid  to 
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rest  by  his  side  in  the  Stuttgart  cemetery. 
Mr.  and  Airs.  Snell  were  married  at 
Stuttgart.  Arkansas,  and  began  their  do- 
mestic life  on  a  farm  five  miles  west  and 
a  half  mile  south  of  Mount  Union,  that 
state.  In  1900,  however,  they  took  up 
their  abode  on  a  farm  near  Olds,  Iowa, 
and  after  a  year  removed  to  Lone  Tree, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  Snell  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land.  One  year  later  he  sold  that 
property  and  removed  to  Scott  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  eighty  acres. 
He  has  since  added  forty  acres  on  section 
2,  and  now  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  the  land  being  product- 
ive and  valuable,  responding  readily  to 
his  cultivation  of  the  fields.  Since  tak- 
ing up  his  abode  on  this  property  he  has 
made  many  improvements,  building  corn 
cribs,  a  hen  house,  an  addition  to  the 
barn  and  adding  other  equipments.  In 
connection  with  the  tilling  of  the  soil 
he  raises  horses  and  cattle  to  some  ex- 
tent, also  keeps  about  forty  head  of  hogs 
each  }'ear  and  raises  about  two  hundred 
chickens.  In  fact  his  is  a  model  prop- 
erty of  the  general  farmer  and  he  de- 
serves much  credit  for  what  he  has  ac- 
complished, for  he  was  handicapped  by 
an  attack  of  spinal  fever  in  the  fall  of 
1874,  which  left  his  limb  crippled.  He 
possesses  strong  purpose  ,and  indefati- 
gable energy,  however,  and  these  quali- 
ties contain  the  secret  of  his  success. 

I'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snell  have  been 
born  two  sons:  Floyd  Homer,  whose 
birth  occurred  January  24,  1901  ;  and  El- 
bert Dwight,  who  was  born  January  20, 
1904.  Mr.  Snell  is  a  republican,  always 
casting  his  ballot  for  the  men  who  stand 
for  the  principles  of  that  party  and  fra- 


ternally he  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


CHARLES  A.   STEVENS. 

Charles  A.  Stevens,  postmaster  at  Sa- 
lem, was  born  in  ^^"est  Point,  Lee  county, 
Iowa,  March  20,  1851,  and  has  had  a 
somewhat  unusual  record  that  has  called 
him  not  only  into  business  life  and  pub- 
lic activity  in  his  home  community  but 
also  to  active  labor  among  the  Indians  of 
the  far  west.  His  parents  were  Thomas 
H.  and  Maria  C.  (Nelson)  Stevens.  The 
father  was  born  in  Hampshire  county, 
Virginia,  March  9,  1829,  and  the  moth- 
er's birth  occurred  in  that  county  July  9, 
1832.  In  early  life  Thomas  H.  Stevens 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  but 
later  turned  his  attention  to  coopering. 
In  1849  '^s  came  to  Iowa  and  in  his  later 
years  followed  carpentering.  He  settled 
first  at  Fort  Madison  and  afterward  re- 
moved to  West  Point  but  is  now  living 
retired  in  Fort  Madison,  where  his  wife 
died  December  22,  1889.  In  politics  he 
has  long  been  a  stalwart  democrat  but 
without  aspiration  for  office  and  his  only 
son  who  has  not  followed  in  his  political 
footsteps  is  Charles  A.  Stevens,  who  is 
a  stalwart  republican.  The  father  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belonged.  In  their  family 
were  seven  children :  Charles  A. ;  H.  P., 
now  deceased:  Alice  J.;  Edward  E.,  who 
is  married  and  lives  in  Fort  Madison ;  Ida 
B..  the  wife  of  Edward  Smith,  of  Fort 
Madison ;  Ella  B.,  now  Mrs.  Hartzig,  of 
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Chillicothe.  Ohio;  and  John  F.,  who  is 
employed  by  the  elevated  street  car  com- 
pany in  Chicago. 

Charles  A;  Stevens  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  West  Point,  Iowa,  for 
the  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed  and 
after  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  be- 
gan learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  at 
West  Point,  completing  his  apprentice- 
ship when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He 
then  went  to  Burlington,  where  he  was 
employed  for  several  months  in  the  Ben- 
nett &  Frantz  Carriage  House.  In  Au- 
gust,' 1871,  he  came  to  Salem,  Iowa, 
where  he  w-as  employed  at  his  trade  by 
M.  L.  Knight  for  a  few  years. 

In  1872  Mr.  Stevens  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Frances  Graves,  who  was 
born  in  Jackson,  Ohio,  July  28,  185 1, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  iVaron  and  Sarah 
Graves.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  on  removing  to  the  west 
settled  in  Salem  township.  He  served  as 
a  soldier  of  the  Union  army  in  the  Civil 
war  and  he  gave  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  187 1,  and  his  widow  is  still 
living  in  Hillsboro,  low^a.  In  their  fam- 
ily were  eight  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  now  living:  Jacob  E.,  a  resident  of 
North  Dakota ;  Emerette,  who  is  the 
widow  of  J.  B.  Collins  and  lives  with 
her  mother  in  Hillsboro ;  Angeline,  the 
wife  of  P.  Conley,  residing  near  Birming- 
ham, Iowa ;  Sarah  Frances,  now  Mrs. 
Stevens ;  Robert,  who  resides  upon  a  farm 
near  Hillsboro ;  Carl,  a  blacksmith  of 
Colorado  Springs;  and  Xaomi  H.,  the 
wife  of  Jeremiah  Moxley,  of  Hillsboro. 
The  sixth  member  of  the  family,  Lydia, 
has  passed  away. 


Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Stevens 
reecived  an  appointment  from  John  H. 
Pickering,  Indian  agent,  to  the  position 
of  blacksmith  for  the  Shawnee  Indians, 
located  at  Shawneetown,  Indian  Terri- 
tory, and  was  afterward  transferred  from 
the  shop  to  the  commisary  department  of 
Kickapoo  Station,  issuing  rations  to  the 
Kickapoo  Indians.  At  a  later  date  he 
occupied  both  positions,  remaining  among 
the  Indians  for  eighteen  months,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Salem  and  resumed 
work  at  his  trade  in  this  place,  establish- 
ing a  blacksmith  and  implement  shop. 
He  employed  two  men  to  carry  on  the 
w^ork  of  the  shop,  wdiile  he  looked  after 
the  sales  of  farm  impalements.  He  still 
owns  the  business  and  was  active  in  its 
management  until  /\pril  29,  1903,  when 
he  received  the  appointment  of  postmas- 
ter of  Salem,  taking  charge  of  the  office 
in  July,  1904.  He  is  now  filling  this  po- 
sition in  an  acceptable  and  creditable 
manner,  administering  the  afifairs  of  the 
office  W'ith  capability  and  promptness.  He 
served  the  city  of  Salem  for  eight  years 
as  recorder  and  in  1886  was  mayor,  dur- 
ing" which  time  he  exercised  his  official 
prerogatives  in  support  of  various  pro- 
gressive measures  along  the  lines  of  im- 
provement and  reform.  He  has  also  l)een 
treasurer  of  the  school  board,  school  di- 
rector and  president  of  the  board,  occupy- 
ing the  first  named  position  since  1892. 
Mr.  Stevens  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging 
to  Salem  Lodge,  No.  48.  of  which  he 
served  as  secretary  for  more  than  fifteen 
consecutive  years.  He  likewise  belongs 
to  Salem  Lodge,  No.  17.  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
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tional  church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
deacon,  while  for  fifteen  years  he  was 
trustee. 

Unto  this  worthy  couple  have  been 
born  three  children :  Charles  Francis, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Helen,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years;  and  Harry  G.,  who 
was  born  in  March,  1889,  and  is  now  a 
student  in  the  public  schools  of  Salem, 
.where  he  will  complete  the  course  in 
1907.  From  an  early  age  Mr.  Stevens 
has  been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own 
resources  for  he  started  out  in  life  emp- 
ty-handed with  ambition  and  willing- 
ness to  work  as  his  capital.  He  has  led 
an  industrious,  busy  and  useful  life  not 
only  in  business  affairs  but  has  also  been 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  church  and 
Sunday  school  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
and  was  for  that  entire  period  teacher  of 
a  class  of  girls  who  came  under  his  in- 
struction in  early  childhood  and  remained 
with  him  until  they  were  young  ladies, 
many  of  them  being  married.  In  all  of 
life's  relations  he  has  been  true  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  and  the  obligations 
that  have  devolved  upon  him.  He  has 
been  happy  in  his  home  life  and  is  a  pleas- 
ant, genial  and  obliging  man,  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  community  where  he 
resides. 


ELMER  F.  LEACH. 

Elmer  F.  Leach  was  born  April  21, 
1865,  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides and  which  was  settled  by  his  father 
in  1854 — a  fact  which  indicates  that  he  is 


a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  this  part  of  the  state.  His  fa- 
ther, James  M.  Leach,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina  in  1825,  and  died  in  July,  1902, 
being  about  seventy-seven  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  demise.  He  devoted  his 
entire  life  to  farming  and  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  Campbell,  who  was  born  in  Lidi- 
ana  in  1829.  Li  the  year  1854  he  removed 
to  Henry  count}^,  Iowa,  settling  upon  the 
farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  Elmer  F. 
Leach.  He  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  care- 
fully conducting  his  business  interests,  so 
that  his  sound  judgment  and  enterprise 
brought  him  a  gratifying  mesaure  of  suc- 
cess. He  was  a  republican  but  not  a 
politician  in  the  sense  of  office  seeking,  al- 
though his  fellow  townsmen  called  him 
to  some  local  positions  and  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty  he  was  ever  faithful  and 
prompt.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  be- 
lievers in  the  Christian  religion,  holding 
membership  in  the  Methodist  church. 
\Mth  the  work  of  development  and  im- 
provement in  the  county  Mr.  Leach  was 
actively  associated.  He  purchased  three 
hundred  and  six  acres  of  land  on  section 
18,  Marion  township,  on  which  was  a 
small  house.  He  afterward  built  good 
outbuildings  and  added  other  modern  im- 
provements to  the  place  and  in  1864  he 
erected  the  present  residence,  which  is  a 
large  brick  dwelling  comfortable  and  con- 
venient in  arrangement,  in  fact,  being  one 
of  the  best  houses  in  the  township.  L^nto 
]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Leach  were  born  eight 
children,  but  only  three  are  living:  Jennie, 
now  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Cook,  of  Lucas 
county,  Iowa  ;  Elmer;  and  Nellie,  the  wife 
of  James  L.  Hall,  of  Mount  Pleasant. 
No  event  of  special  importance  to  vary 
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the   routine  of   farm   life   for   Elmer   F. 
Leach   in   his   boyhood   and   youth.      He 
worked  in  the  fields  through  the  summer 
months   and   during  the   school   sessions 
mastered  the  branches  of  learning  taught 
in  the  district  schools,  while  later  he  at- 
tended Howe's  Academy  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant.    When  his  education  was  completed 
he  returned  to  the  home   farm  and   his 
entire  life  has  been  devoted  to   general 
agricultural  pursuits.    In  Februar}^  1893, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Allie  Hall,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio  and  was  a  daughter  of 
J.  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Lyons)   Hall.     Her 
father  was  born  June  14,  1833,  and  came 
to  Iowa  in  June,  1864.     He  located  on  a 
farm  near  Mount  Pleasant  and  still  owns 
a  large  farm  property   four  miles  north 
of  the  Iowa  City  road,  his  place  compris- 
ing four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich 
and  valuable  land  that  is  now  operated 
by  his  son,  J.  L.  Hall,  who  has  been  his 
father's  partner  for  fifteen  years.    In  1871 
the  father  removed  to   Mount  Pleasant, 
^spending  five  years  in  that  city  in  order  to 
provide  his   children   with  better  educa- 
tional privileges.     He  then  bought  a  farm 
two    miles    north    of    the    county    seat, 
whereon  he  spent  nine  years,  after  which 
he  removed  to  his  present  home  on  Broad- 
way  in    Mount   Pleasant,    where   he   has 
lived  for  ten  years.     He  has  always  been 
a  stalwart  republican  and  has  served  as 
school  director,   as  road  supervisor,  and 
township     trustee,     occupying     the     last 
named  position  for  a  long  period  and  dis- 
charging his  duties  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.     He 
married   Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Lyons,  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Crouch) 
Lyons.     Mrs.  Hall  was  born  near  Hope- 


dale,  Ohio,  in  June,  1842.  Her  father  was 
a   farmer  of  Jefferson  and  of  Harrison 
counties,  that  state,  and  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  in  Ohio  until  1863,  when  he  came 
to   Mount   Pleasant,   where  he  lived   for 
twenty  years.  During  that  period  he  filled 
several  local  offices.     He  was  also  in  a 
drug  store  with  his  son.  He  then  removed 
to   a   farm  two  miles   south  of  the  city 
upon  which  his  last  days  were  spent,  his 
death  occurring  in  1893.     In  the  Lyons 
family  were  seven  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living:     Mary  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
J.  J.  Hall ;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Pyle, 
a  druggist  of  Mount  Pleasant;  and  Mrs. 
Maggie    Claypool,   of   Mount     Pleasant. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  were  born  seven 
children  :    Aletha,  who  married  A.  Leach, 
of    ]\Iount    Pleasant,    and    died    in    1902. 
leaving  two  children;  J.  L.,  who  married 
Nellie  Leach,  a  resident  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, and  has  two  children;  Samuel,  who 
died  in  infancy ;  Dora,  the  wife  of  Wilbur 
Ross,  proprietor  of  an  elevator  and  grain 
business  in  Superior,  \\'isconsin,  by  whom 
she  has  one  child ;  Laura,  who  died  in  her 
nineteenth  year;  F.  F.,  a  farmer  of  this 
county,  who  married  Miss  Nellie  Clark. 
and  has  one  child;  and  Ketura  H.,  who  is 
living  with  her  parents.     Mrs.  Hall  is  a 
Presbyterian,  while  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Metho- 
dist, and  some  of  the  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leach  became  the  par- 
ents of  three  children :  May,  born  May 
3,  1895,  and  died  in  October,  1895.  the  in- 
terment being  made  in  Forest  Home  cem- 
etery; Lydia,  who  was  born  September  5. 
1896;  and  Irvin,  March  29,  1900.  The 
wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  April 
2,   1900,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in   Forest 
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Home  cemetery.  She  was  an  estimable 
ladv,  whose  good  qiiahties  of  heart  and 
mind  endeared  her  to  her  many  friends 
and  her  loss  was  therefore  deeply  deplored 
throughont  the  community  as  well  as  by 
her  immediate  family. 

The  farm  upon  which  Mr.  Leach  re- 
sides belongs  to  the  estate  of  his  father 
and  the  children  are  now  with  their  mother 
at  her  home  in  Blount  Pleasant.     He  has 
impro\'ed  a  farm  in  Trenton  township  of 
three  hundred  and  thirty  acres  and  is  ac- 
tive and  energetic  in  his  work,  his  labors 
being  of  a  character  that  brings  results. 
In  politics  he  is  rather  independent,  vot- 
ing for  men  and  measures   rather  than 
party.     He  is  now  serving  as  township 
trustee  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school   board  but  his  attention   is  more 
largely  given  to  his  business  affairs  rather 
than    seeking   and   holding   public   office. 
He    is    pre-eminently    a    stockman,    but 
though  he  cultivates  the  fields  to  some  ex- 
tent his  attention  is  chiefly  given  to  his 
stock  interests  and  he  feeds  several  car- 
loads of  cattle  each  year.     He  also  raises 
a  great  many  hogs  and  keeps  a  number 
of  horses   for  general  use  on   the   farm. 
Carrying  forward  to   successful   comple- 
tion whatever  he  undertakes,  he  is  now 
ont  of  the  j^rosperous  residents  of  his  na- 
tive  county,    where    his    entire    life    has 
been  passed  and  where  he  has  so  directed 
his  labors  as  to  win  an  honorable  name 
as  well  as  a  comfortable  competence. 


RODERICK  BROWX. 

Roderick  Brown,  who  is  conducting  a 
meat  market  in  M(junt  Pleasant  as  a  mem- 


ber of  the  firm  of  Brow'n  &  McMillan  and 
who  also  has  farming  and  stock-raising 
interests  in  Henr}^  county,  has  led  a  life 
of  intense  and  well  directed  activity,  for 
without  pecuniary  advantages  at  the  out- 
set of  his  career  he  started  out  empty- 
handed   and   has   by   strong   and   earnest 
purpose  worked  his  way  steadily  upward 
and   is  now   one  of  the  substantial   citi- 
zens of  his  locality.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Canada.  December  7.  1851,  his  parents  be- 
ing George  and  Ann  (Cross)  Brown.  The 
father  was  born  in  Lincolnshire  and  the 
mother  in  Sheffield,  England,  and  about 
1846  or  1847  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
Canada,  making  their  way  to  Ontario,  in 
the  county  of  Durham.     The  father  was  a 
tailor    by    trade,    following   that    pursuit 
throughout  his  entire  life  and  his  death 
occurred  in  Toronto  in   1887.     His  wife 
and  all  of  her  people  w^ere  members  of  the 
Methodist  church  and  she  is  still  living 
in     Toronto,     making    her     home     with 
her  youngest  daughter.      George   Brown 
was    a    stanch    advocate    of    the    causq, 
of  temperance  and  did  everything  in  his 
powder  to  promote  its  growth  and  insure 
a  favorable  reception  of  its  principles.     In 
the  family  were  nine  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living:     Margaret,  a  widow  residing 
in   Toronto;   Robert,   also  living  in  that 
city;     Roderick;     Louisa,     the     wife     of 
Charles     Watson,    of    Chicago.     Illinois; 
Jennie,  w^ho  is  living  in  Ripley,  Canada; 
Georgiana.  a  resident  of  Newcastle  coun- 
ty, Canada ;  Anna,  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Rip- 
ley, of  Toronto;  Thomas,  also  living  in 
Toronto ;  and  John,  who  like  his  brother 
Thomas,   is  a  tailor  and  also   resides  in 
Toronto. 

Roderick  Brown  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Toronto,  paying  so 
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much  a  month  tuition.  Soon  after  he  put 
aside  his  text-books  he  came  to  Iowa,  set- 
thng  in  Keokuk,  when  sixteen  years  of 
age.  There  he  learned  the  butcher's 
trade  and  in  1873  he  removed  to  Salem, 
Iowa,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
W.  B.  Banta,  who  conducted  a  general 
store.  In  1877  with  the  captial  that  he 
had  acquired  through  his  own  labor  Mr. 
Brown  engaged  in  the  butchering  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  in  Salem,  there 
continuing  until  1882,  when  he  came  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  He  went  to  work 
for  Mr.  Troughton,  a  butcher,  with  whom 
he  continued  for  four  years,  after  which 
he  spent  a  similar  period  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Harrison.  He  was  for  one  year  in 
the  service  of  the  firm  of  Waller  & 
Speaker  and  in  1890  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  Mr.  McMillan,  since  which 
time  the  relationship  has  been  maintained 
with  mutual  pleasure  and  profit.  They 
have  a  well  stocked  meat  market  at  No. 
132  North  Main  street,  and  the  public 
accords  them  a  liberal  patronage  in  recog- 
nition of  honorable  business  methods, 
straightforward  dealing,  reasonable  prices 
and  earnest  desire  to  please  his  patrons. 
Mr.  Browai  also  has  other  business  in- 
terests, owning  a  farm  and  considerable 
valuable  live  stock  and  in  the  supervision 
of  his  market  and  his  farming  and  stock- 
raising  interests  he  displays  excellent  busi- 
ness ability  and  executive  force. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1875,  Mr. 
Brown  was  married  to  Miss  Sophia  Cra- 
mer, of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  wdio  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1852  and  during  her  infancy 
was  brought  to  America  by  her  parents. 
Her  father  located  in  Donelson,  Iowa, 
where  in  early  days  he  engaged  in  teach- 


ing school.  He  has  now  departed  this 
life,  but  the  mother  resides  with  a  son  in 
Keokuk. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cramer  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  three  are  living: 
Benjamin,  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Tillie.  the 
wife  of  William  Vance,  of  Kansas  City, 
Missouri ;  and  Mrs.  Sophia  Cramer.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  been  born  two 
children :  George  LeRoy,  born  in  Salem, 
Iowa,  September  28,  1876,  married  Miss 
Helen  Zimmerman,  and  is  a  prominent 
physician  residing  in  Chicago.  He  pur- 
sued a  high  school  and  collegiate  course 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  then  pre- 
pared for  his  profession  in  the  Chicago 
Homeopathic  Medical  College.  Forest 
Brown,  born  January  8,  1878,  was  educa- 
ted in  the  public  schools  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant and  is  managing  his  father's  meat 
market  at  No.  310  Jefferson  street.  In 
manner  Mr.  Brown  is  plain  and  unpre- 
tentious but  a  gentleman  of  warm  heart, 
of  honest  purpose,  kindly  spirit  and  de- 
voted to  the  welfare  of  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. Moreover  in  his  business  career  he 
has  made  a  creditable  record,  winning  a 
gratifying  measure  of  prosperity. 


MARTIN   ^lASON. 

Martin  Mason,  regarded  as  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  of  Scott  township, 
whose  success  is  attributable  entirely  to 
his  own  efforts,  is  a  native  son  of  Henry 
county,  born  December  24,  1861.  His 
parents     were     Martin     and     Elizabeth 
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(Young)  Mason,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Perry  county,  Ohio,  in  which 
state  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Jefferson  Mason, 
was  also  born  in  Ohio,  a  fact  which  indi- 
cates that  the  great-grandparents  must 
have  been  residents  of  that  state  at  an 
early  date.  The  year  1853  witnessed  the 
arri\-al  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Mason, 
Sr.,  in  Henry  county,  and  for  three  years 
thereafter  he  rented  land  and  then  in- 
vested his  savings  in  a  farm  about  a  mile 
south  of  Yarmouth,  Des  Moines  county. 
Taking  up  his  abode  on  that  property,  his 
attention  was  given  to  its  further  develop- 
ment and  improvement  for  many  years, 
and  as  time  passed  he  prospered  in  his 
undertakings.  In  October,  1902,  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Yarmouth, 
where  he  lived  retired  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a  well  earned  rest  until  his  own  death,  on 
the   1 2th  of  September,    1903. 

]\Iartin  Mason,  whose  name  introduces 
this  review,  was  sent  to  the  district  schools 
at  the  usual  age  and  therein  mastered  the 
branches  of  learning  taught  in  such  in- 
stitutions. He  received  practical  train- 
ing in  farm  work  under  the  direction  of 
his  father,  who  was  an  energetic  and 
careful  agriculturist  and  business  man. 
Upon  the  home  farm  he  remained  until 
twenty-three  years  of  age  and  then  began 
farming  on  his  own  account,  renting  land 
in  Washington  township,  Des  Moines 
county,  for  five  years.  In  June.  1890,  he 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  on  section 
34,  Scott  township,  and  has  since  made  his 
home  here.  At  the  time  the  property 
came  into  his  possession  there  was  an  old 
house  and  stable  upon  the  place.     He  has 


since  erected  a  fine  residence  containing 
eleven  rooms,  also  a  large  barn,  forty  by 
fifty  feet,  for  the  shelter  of  horses,  cattle 
and  hay.  There  are  also  good  corn  cribs 
upon  the  place  and  he  has  surrounded  the 
entire  farm  with  "hog  tight"  fences.  In 
fact,  his  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  of  the 
county,  supplied  with  all  modern  equip- 
ments and  indicating  in  its  splendid  ap- 
pearance the  careful  supervision  of  a  prac- 
tical and  energetic  owner. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1886,  Mr.  Ma- 
son was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Addie 
Edmonds,  who  w-as  born  near  Lone  Tree, 
Louisa  county,  and  w-as  educated  in  the 
common  schools  there.  Her  father  was 
Giles  Edmonds,  an  early  resident  of  that 
county.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Mason  have  four 
children  :  Bonnie,  born  December  4,  1887 ; 
Earl,  born  July  18.  1889;  Floyd,  born 
August  9,  1898;  and  Irene,  born  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1903.  ■  Mr.  Mason  and  his  wife 
are  highly  esteemed  in  the  community 
where  they  reside  and  their  present  pleas- 
ant and  attractive  home  is  justly  noted 
for  its  cordial  hospitality.  Mr.  Alason 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
Democracv. 


JOHN    FITZPATRICK. 

John  Fitzpatrick,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock-dealers  of  New  London 
township,  w^as  born  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
On  the  I  St  of  August,  1861,  and  is  a  son 
of  James  and  Margaret  (O'Laughlin) 
Fitzpatrick.  During  his  infancy  his  par- 
ents removed  to  the  Clements  farm  and 
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there  he  was  reared,  spending  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  work  of  the  fields  or  in  attend- 
ing the  pubhc  schools.  He  acquired  a  good 
practical  education  in  this  manner  and  was 
reared  to  farm  labor.  He  has  always  car- 
ried on  general  agricultural  pursuits  save 
for  the  last  two  years,  when  he  has  con- 
centrated his  energies  almost  entirely 
upon  stock  feeding  and  shipping.  He  feeds 
from  four  to  six  carloads  of  cattle  each 
year  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing representatives  of  this  business  in  his 
part  of  the  county.  He  also  feeds  quite 
a  large  number  of  hogs.  He  has  one 
hundred  acres  in  the  home  farm  and 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on 
section  16.  He  likewise  has  another  tract 
of  one  hundred  acres  on  section  21.  He 
has  improved  his  farm  according  to  mod- 
ern ideas. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  married  Miss  Margaret 
McCormick,  a  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Margaret  (Smith)  McCormick.  They 
now  have  two  children,  Irma  and  Ros- 
ella.  The  members  of  the  household  oc- 
cupy an  enviable  position  in  social  circles 
and  have  many  warm  friends  in  the  com- 
munity. ]\Ir.  Fitzpatrick  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  believ- 
ing firmly  in  its  principles  as  most  condu- 
cive to  good  government.  In  1900  he  was 
elected  upon  the  party  ticket  as  assessor 
of  his  town  and  by  re-election  has  been 
continued  in  the  office.  He  was  also  cen- 
sus enumerator  of  his  township  in  Janu- 
ary, 1905.  His  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  Catholic  church. 
His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  this 
county  and  his  fellow  townsmen  know 
him  as  a  busy,  enterprising  man,  who  has 
worked    persistently  to   acquire    success, 


realizing    that  labor  is  the  basis  of    all 
legitimate  and  honorable  prosperity. 


AUGUST  TOTEMEIER. 

August  Totemeier  has  made  all  of  the 
improvements  upon  his  farm  in  Canaan 
township  and  the  property  is  the  visible 
evidence  of  his  life  of  well  directed  energy 
and  thrift.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Des 
Moines  county,  his  parents  being  Anton 
and  Caroline  (Fricke)  Totemeier.  both  of 
whoni  were  natives  of  Germany.  Coming 
to  the  new  world,  they  made  their  way 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  settling 
in  Des  Moines  county,  where  as  the  years 
have  passed  the  father  has  invested  exten- 
sively in  land  and  now  has  large  property 
holdings.  He  still  makes  his  home  in  that 
county. 

August  Totemeier  was  reared  to  farm 
labor  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  \\'hen  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  Ijegan  cultivating  one  of  his  father's 
farms  in  Canaan  township,  Henry  county, 
and  in  1891  his  father  gave  to  him  eighty 
acres  of  good  and  productive  land  on  sec- 
tion I.  He  has  made  all  of  the  improve- 
ments here,  building  a  house  of  six  rooms 
and  also  building  barns  and  other  out- 
buildings f(^r  the  shelter  of  grain  and 
stock.  He  has  the  place  well  tiled  and  the 
fields  are  now  very  productive,  giving 
promise  of  golden  harvests.  In  addition 
ti)  cultivating"  the  cereals  which  are  best 
raised  here  owing  to  the  conditions  of  the 
s(~)il  and  climate  he  also  raises  cattle  and 
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hogs    and    this   adds  materially    to    his 
income. 

In  October,  1896,  IMr.  Totemeier  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Ida  Martin, 
who  was  born  in  Henry  county  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Bealer) 
Martin.  They  have  two  children,  Glenn 
and  Louise.  Mr.  Totemeier  is  a  repub- 
lican where  national  issues  are  involved 
and  is  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  be- 
lief. He  represents  one  of  the  old  and 
prominent  families  of  this  section  of  the 
state,  and  he  has  personally  displayed 
sterling  traits  of  character  which  class 
him  with  the  representative  and  valued 
citizens  of  his  community. 


ALBERT  MARTIN  MEEKER. 

Albert  Martin  Meeker,  owning  a  well 
improved  farm  in  Scott  township,  is  one 
of  Iowa's  native  sons,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Jefferson  county  on  the  12th 
of  April,  1846.  His  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Martin  and  Lydia  (Harring- 
ton) Meeker,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Ohio.  Their  son,  Abner  Louis  Meeker, 
was  likewise  born  in  the  Buckeye  state 
and  following  his  removal  to  the  Missis- 
sippi valley  he  was  married  in  Missouri 
in  1840  to  Miss  Electa  Nichols,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Mar- 
tin Nichols.  Following  their  marriage 
they  went  to  Jefferson  county,  Iowa,  set- 
tling on  a  farm,  where  they  resided  until 
1864.  when  they  removed  to  a  farm  near 
Fairfield,   where   Mr.    Meeker   purchased 


property.  A  few  years  later,  however, 
he  sold  that  place  and  came  to  Henry 
county,  taking  up  his  abode  in  Wayne 
township,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and 
resided  thereon  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  always  devoted  his  energies  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  in  that  way  provided 
for  his  family.  He  led  a  useful,  busy,  and 
upright  life,  and  all  who  know  him  enter- 
tained for  him  regard  because  of  his 
sterling  worth. 

A  common  school  student  in  Jefferson 
county,  Albert  Martin  Meeker  thus  ac- 
quired the  knowledge  that  prepared  him 
for  the  transaction  of  business  and  also 
qualified  him  for  the  various  duties  of 
life.  He  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
with  his  father  until  twenty-seven  years 
of  age,  when,  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1874,  he  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  So- 
phia Matilda  Gillaspey. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Meeker 
began  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
Wayne  township,  purchasing  forty  acres 
of  land  from  his  father  and  residing  there- 
on for  ten  years,  after  which  he  then  re- 
moved to  Scott  township  on  section  20, 
which  was  improved.  Here  he  built  a 
two-story  frame  residence  of  ten  rooms, 
also  a  barn,  thirty-two  by  forty-two  feet, 
good  corn  cribs  and  all  the  other  equip- 
ments needed  upon  a  model  farm.  He 
has  tiled  the  entire  place  so  that  the  land 
is  productive  and  the  fields  respond  read- 
ily to  the  care  and  cultivation  w'hich  he 
bestows  upon  them.  He  has  also  divided 
the  place  by  well  kept  fences  of  barbed 
wire  and  has  planted  about  five  acres  to 
apple  trees  and  also  has  cherry  and  peach 
trees  upon  his  place.  He  raises  cattle, 
horses,  and  hogs,  and  in  fact,  has  a  splen- 
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did  farm  property,  which  yields  many 
products  needed  in  home  consumption  and 
also  supplies  him  with  sufficient  for  sale, 
so  that  he  is  annually  adding  to  his  in- 
come, and  has  already  made  a  place 
among  the  men  of  affluence  in  his  com- 
munity. 


JACOB  SCHLATTER. 

Jacob  Schlatter  is  the  owner  of  a  com- 
paratively small  but  well  improved  farm 
and  is  successfully  managing  his  agricul- 
tural interests  as  he  raises  crops  and 
stock.  He  v.'as  born  in  W^ashington  coun- 
ty, Iowa,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1861. 
and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Lena  (Christ- 
ner)  Schlatter,  the  former  a  native  of 
Alsace,  France,  and  the  latter  of  Ger- 
many. Coming  to  America  they  estab- 
lished their  home  in  Iowa  and  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  A\'ashington  county  Jacob 
Schlatter  of  this  review  pursued  his  edu- 
cation. He  attended  school  during  the 
winter  months  and  in  the  summer  seasons 
worked  upon  the  farm,  thus  early  gaining 
practical  knowledge  of  the  best  methods 
of  caring  for  the  fields.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own 
account,  securing  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  in  Washington  county, 
where  he  remained  for  three  years,  when 
he  sold  that  property  and  in  1888  came  to 
Henry  county.  For  thirteen  years  he 
rented  land  in  W^ayne  township  and  then 
bought  sixty-seven  and  a  half  acres  in 
the  same  township,  which  was  impro\-e(l. 


He  has  since  given  his  attention  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  to  the  raising  of 
cattle,  horses,  and  hogs. 

In  March,  1887,  Mr.  Schlatter  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Barbara  Roth, 
who  was  born  in  Lee  county,  Iowa,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  F.  and  Annie 
(Schlatter)  Roth.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  five  children,  but  the  eldest, 
Melinda,  died  at  the  age  of  one  and  a  half 
years.  Those  still  living  are,  Catherine, 
Clara,  Eva,  and  Joseph. 

Mr.  Schlatter  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  and  his  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  Mennonite 
church. 


ROBERTS  PARKS  DAVIDSON. 

Roberts  Parks  Davidson  is  the  owner 
of  a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  on  section  23,  Scott  township. 
It  was  here  that  he  was  born  and  he  is 
one  of  the  typical  native  sons  of  the 
county,  alert  and  enterprising,  watchful 
of  opportunities  for  his  own  business  ad- 
A'ancement  and  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity as  well.  His  paternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Judah  and  Mary  (Parks)  Da- 
vidson, the  former  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  Their 
son.  James  Thomas  Davidson,  was  born 
in  Nicholas  county.  Kentucky,  and  when 
he  had  reached  adult  age  was  married  to 
Miss  Nancy  Glenn,  who  was  born  in  that 
locality  as  were  her  parents,  Moses  Fer- 
guson and  Elizabeth  (Cowan)  Glenn. 
After   residing'   in    Kentuckv   for  a   time 
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James  T.  Davidson  came  with  his  family 
to  Iowa  in  1858  making  the  journey  by 
boat  from  Cincinnati  to  BurHngton, 
whence  he  came  to  Henry  county.  Here 
in  connection  with  his  brother,  Robert  P. 
Davidson,  he  purchased  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land.  James  T.  Da- 
vidson also  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  which  a  house  had  been  built,  to  which 
he  afterward  added  and  removing  to  that 
place  made  his  home  theron  until  he  had 
reared  his  family  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was  an 
enterprising,  industrious  agriculturist, 
whose  labors  were  well  directed  and 
proved  resultant  factors  in  winning  for 
him  success.  A\'hen  he  had  acquired  a 
handsome  competence  that  rendered  fur- 
ther labor  unnecessary  he  removed  to 
W'infield  in  1893  ^^^^  there  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  his  demise,  which 
occurred  in  July,  1902.  His  wnfe  had 
died  while  upon  the  home  farm  in  1889. 
]Mr.  Davidson  was  the  owner  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  at  the 
time  of  his  death  and  thus  left  to  his  fam- 
ily a  valuable  property  and  also  an  hon- 
ored name,  for  in  all  business  transactions 
he  was  straightforward  and  reliable. 

Following  the  death  of  the  father  the 
property  was  divided  among  the  children, 
Robert  P.  Davidson  retaining  the  old 
home  place.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life 
upf)n  this  farm  and  in  his  youth  he  aided 
in  tlie  labors  of  field  and  meadow  when 
not  occupied  with  the  duties  of  the  school- 
room. His  early  education  was  acquired 
in  the  district  schools  and  his  more  ad- 
vanced knowledge  was  obtained  in  Cornell 
College  at  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa.  Through 
the  periods  of  vacation  he  worked  in  the 


fields  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land  on 
section  23,  Scott  township  which  was  well 
improved  when  it  came  into  his  posses- 
sion. The  only  interval  in  his  life  in  which 
he  has  not  been  associated  wath  farm  work 
here  was  from  18S4  until  1886,  which  he 
spent  W'ith  a  surveying  outfit  in  Texas. 
He  then  returned  and  has  since  given  his 
undivided  attention  to  farm  labor  and  is 
accounted  one  of  the  progressive,  prac- 
tical and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  his 
community.  He  votes  with  the  Democ- 
racy, but  has  no  aspiration  for  office,  pre- 
ferring to  concentrate  his  energies  upon 
his  farming  interests. 


WILLIAM  FLEAGLE. 

A\'illiam  Fleagie,  who  has  resided  in 
Henry  county  since  1856,  was  born  in 
Carroll  county,  Maryland,  June  3,  1835, 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Rebecca  (Rudolph) 
Fleagie,  the  former  born  September  7, 
1802,  and  the  latter  October  7,  1806. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Fleagie, 
served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
w^ar,  enlisting  in  1777.  He  w^edded  Mar- 
garet Hahn  wdien  both  were  natives  of 
Carroll  county,  Maryland,  where  also  oc- 
curred the  birth  of  Jacob  and  Margaret 
(Stuller)  Rudolph,  the  maternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject.  Henry  Fleagie  re- 
sided in  Maryland  until  1856,  when  he 
came  to  Iowa,  reaching  Mount  Pleasant 
on  the  13th  of  October,  of  that  year.  He 
spent  the  succeeding  winter  in  Jefferson 
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township,  and  in  1858  removed  to  Jeffer> 
son  county,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  partiahy  im- 
proved land.  There  he  made  his  home 
until  the  death  of  his  wife  in  the  fall  of 
1870,  after  which  he  sold  the  farm  and 
li^  ed  with  his  son  William  for  a  year.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  married 
Eliza  Saffell  and  lived  upon  the  farm  of 
his  son  William  until  his  death  in  1878. 
William  Fleagle  acquired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive state  and  afterward  attended  the 
academy  at  Uniontown.  ^Maryland,  also 
the  academy  at  Sand}'  Mound,  Maryland, 
and  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  L'niversity  at 
Mount  Pleasant.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  twnety-four  years  of  age 
and  in  1856  came  with  them  to  Iowa.  On 
the  23d  of  August,  1859,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  A.  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Henry  county  on  the  26th  of 
February,  1841,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Barbara  (Waitman)  Smith.  It 
was  her  father  who  entered  from  the  gov- 
ernment the  land  upon  which  ]\Ir.  Fleagle 
now  resides,  becoming  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty in  1837.  It  was  raw  and  unculti- 
vated tract  and  he  made  the  first  improve- 
ments thereon.  Following  his  marriage 
Mr.  Fleagle  lived  upon  his  father's  farm 
until  the  fall  of  i860,  when  he  built  a 
house  of  his  own  in  Jefferson  township, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  until  the 
13th  of  August,  1862.  On  that  date,  in 
response  to  the  country's  call  for  troops, 
he  offered  his  services  and  donned  the  blue 
uniform  as  a  member  of  Company  B, 
Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry.  The  regiment 
was  assigned  to  the  Mississippi  Division 
and  later  was  attached  to  the  Armv  of 


the  Tennessee.  Mr.  Fleagle  participated 
in  a  numljer  of  the  principal  engagements 
of  the  war  and  was  with  Sherman  on  the 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  When  the 
war  was  over  and  the  country  no  longer 
needed  his  aid  he  was  mustered  out  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  6,  1865,  and  at 
once  returned  to  his  home. 

Mr.  Fleagle  then  purchased  ninety 
acres  of  his  father-in-law's  farm  and  be- 
gan improving  the  land.  He  has  since 
carried  on  general  farming  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  raising  of  the  crops  best 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate  he  also  raises 
horses,  cattle,  hogs,  and  chickens  and  his 
sales  of  stock  each  year  materially  increase 
his  income.  His  present  house  was  erected 
in  1876.  In  all  of  his  farm  work  he  is 
energetic  and  determined,  displaying  the 
unfaltering  industry  and  business  ca- 
pacity which  always  lead  to  success. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Feagle  has  been 
born  a  daughter,  Emma  B..  who  w^as  born 
November  15,  i860,  and  is  now  the  wife 
of  G.  \\\  Turney,  who  owns  a  farm  ad- 
joining her  father's  property.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Feagle  are  members  of  the  Church 
of  God,  in  which  he  has  served  as  elder 
since  1875,  and  in  the  work  of  which  he 
takes  a  deep  interest,  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  its  growth  and  extend 
its  influence.  He  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  has  been  honored  with 
several  local  offices.  He  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  was  county  super- 
visor from  1 89 1  until  1897.  He  holds 
membership  relations  with  the  Cirand 
Army  Post  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  enjoys 
meeting  with  his  oUl  army  comrades 
around  tlie  camp  fires.  He  was  a  loyal 
soldier,  has  been  ecjually  faithful  in  citi- 
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zenship  in  times  of  peace  and  under  all 
considerations  is  found  loyal  to  truth  and 
right. 


JAMES  L.   COBOURN. 

From  pioneer  times  to  the  present 
James  L.  Cobourn  has  been  a  resident  of 
Henry  county  and  moreover  is  entitled 
to  menti(jn  in  this  volume  as  a  successful 
business  man  and  as  a  native  son  of  the 
county,  for  his  birth  occurred  in  Salem 
township  on  the  23d  of  June,  1843.  The 
family  was  established  in  the  east  at  an 
early  period  in  the  colonization  of  the  new 
world,  his  grandparents,  James  and  Eliza- 
beth Cobourn  having  been  natives  of  Dela- 
ware. Their  son,  John  Cobourn,  was  also 
born  in  that  state  but  in  early  life  removed 
to  the  middle  west  and  was  married  in 
Indiana  near  Richmond  to  Miss  Ellen 
Frame,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  and 
accompanied  her  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Indiana  at  a  very  early  period  in  the 
development  of  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try. Subsequently  to  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Cobourn  came  to  Salem 
township,  Henry  county,  Iowa.  They 
drove  across  the  country  in  the  winter, 
crossing  the  Mississippi  river  on  the  ice. 
The  journey  covered  three  weeks  and  on 
reaching  their  destination  they  settled  in 
the  town  of  Salem  but  after  a  short  time 
Mr.  Cobourn  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  the 
town.  This  was  unimproved  and  he  built 
thereon  a  log  cabin  and  began  to  clear  and 
cultivate    the    farm,  residing    there    for 


about  five  years.  He  then  sold  that  prop- 
erty and  bought  eighty  acres  of  timber 
land  on  section  6,  Salem  township.  A  log 
house  had  already  been  built  there  and  a 
few  acres  had  been  cleared.  Soon  the 
sound  of  the  woodmen's  ax  was  heard 
in  the  forest  and  tree  after  tree  fell  be- 
fore his  sturdy  strokes.  As  he  cleared 
awa}^  the  brush  and.  grubbed  up  the  stumps 
the  land  was  plowed  and  planted  and  in 
due  course  of  time  brought  forth  rich 
harvests.  For  a  long  period  he  carried 
on  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
making  his  home  upon  that  farm  until 
1895,  when  he  removed  to  Salem  and 
purchased  his  residence  and  four  acres 
of  land,  making  his  home  there  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1902.  when  he  was  eighty-seven 
years  of  age.  He  had  for  a  number  of 
years  survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1891.  In  their  family  were  two 
sons  and  two  daughters :  James  L. ;  John, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ;  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  George  Brumbaugh,  of 
Des  Moines,  Iowa ;  and  Iowa  Susan,  who 
resides  at  the  old  home  place  in  Salem. 

James  L.  Cobourn  spent  his  boyhood 
days  with  his  parents  and  ambitious  to 
secure  an  education  he  embraced  every 
oportunity  for  attending  school.  He  pur- 
sued his  studies,  however,  only  through 
the  winter  months,  for  his  services  were 
needed  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  and 
he  had  to  go  about  four  or  five  miles  to 
school.  He  early  learned  to  correctly  value 
industry  and  perseverance,  and  it  is  these 
qualities  which  have  practically  gained 
for  him  his  entire  success. 
•  On  the  1st  of  October,  1867,  Mr.  Co- 
bourn  was  united   in   marriage  to   Miss 
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Margaret  Montgomery,  who  was  born 
December  15,  1846,  in  Knox  county,  Illi- 
nois, a  daughter  of  Zadok  and  Sarah  Jane 
(Church)  Montgomery,  the  former  born 
in  Madison  county,  Indiana,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  Greenbrier  county,  Virginia.  Her 
paternal  grandparents  were  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Stevenson)  Montgomery  and 
her  maternal  grandparents  were  Cyrus 
and  Margaret  (Williams)  Church,  both 
born  in  Greenbrier  county,  Virginia. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cobourn  rented 
a  farm  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  and 
three  years  later  bought  sixty  acres  in 
Tippecanoe  township,  on  section  31,  all 
in  timber  land.  He  had  to  cut  away  the 
brush  and  timber  in  order  to  get  logs  and 
also  to  clear  a  place  whereon  to  erect  the 
house.  He  moved  to  this  farm  and  be- 
gan its  improvement,  cutting  down  and 
hewing  the  trees  and  clearing  away  the 
undergrowth.  He  bought  ten  acres  of 
timber  on  section  6,  Salem  township  in 
1894.  Since  he  made  his  first  purchase  of 
land  he  has  resided  continuously  upon 
the  farm  and  has  carried  on  general  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  gathering  each  year 
good  harvests  as  a  reward  for  the  care  and 
labor  which  he  bestows  upon  his  fields. 
He  also  raises  hogs,  cattle  and  draft 
horses  and  is  counted  one  of  the  energetic 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity, whose  prosperity  is  attributable 
entirely  to  his  own  labors. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cobourn  were  born 
a  daughter  and  son.  Carrie  Effie,  born 
December  23,  1873,  is  the  wife  of  i\lvy 
Hammans,  of  Custer  county,  Oklahoma. 
Leslie  Verner,  born  January  23,  1883, 
married  Maud  Jarmoe,  of  Kansas,  and  fol- 
lows farming  in  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa. 


in  the  fall  of  1905  Mr.  Cobourn  erected  a 
comfortable  new  house  upon  his  farm. 
He  votes  with  the  Republican  party  which 
he  has  supported  since  age  gave  to  him  the 
right  of  franchise  and  he  has  also  been 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Tippecanoe  town- 
ship. He  relates  many  interesting  inci- 
dents of  pioneer  days  and  of  the  condi- 
tions which  existed  at  that  time.  He  said 
that  when  he  was  a  boy  it  was  no  uncom- 
mon thing  to  kill  about  a  dozen  rattle- 
snakes in  a  day.  He  has  seen  droves  of 
deer  and  large  flocks  of  wild  turkeys  and 
pigeons  and  various  kinds  of  wild  animals 
such  as  lived  originally  in  this  section  of 
the  land.  Upon  memory's  wall  hang  many 
pictures  of  the  pioneer  life  with  its  hard- 
ships and  its  pleasures,  its  privations  and 
its  privileges,  and  he  has  many  pleasant 
recollections  of  the  early  times,  although 
enjoying  to  the  full  extent  the  advantages 
which  have  come  in  later  vears. 


J.  B.  JORDAN. 

J.  B.  Jordan,  proprietor  of  a  livery 
stable  in  Salem,  was  born  in  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  April  15.  1866.  His  fa- 
ther, John  L.  Jordan,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  1836.  and  at  an 
early  period  in  the  development  of  Iowa 
he  came  to  Hemy  county,  settling  in 
Hillsboro,  where  he  conducted  a  store 
for  a  number  of  years,  carrying  (^n  the 
business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  5.  1875,  when  his  son, 
I.  B.  Jordan,  was  about  eleven  years  of 
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age.  He  bad  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  belonging  to 
Company  C.  He  had  enlisted  in  1861, 
and  was  with  his  command  throughout 
the  period  of  hostilities.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Newbold,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  May  22,  1834,  and  is  a 
sister  of  ex-Governor  Xewbold,  whose 
history  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume.  Both  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Jordan  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Hills- 
boro,  in  which  he  was  chorister.  He  pos- 
sessed an  excellent  voice  and  was  a  valued 
factor  in  musical  circles  in  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lived.  His  political  alle- 
giance was  given  to  the  Republican  party. 
His  widow  still  survives  him  and  now 
resides  with  a  daughter  in  \\'arsaw,  Illi- 
nois. In  the  family  were  seven  children : 
Ellet.  who  married  Alice  Converse,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children,  and  lives  in 
Hillsboro,  Iowa;  Belle,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Clark  Laughey.  and  died  in  1883, 
leaving  one  child:  J-  B..  of  this  review; 
Martie,  who  married  Lester  Bailey,  of 
]\lount  Pleasant,  and  has  three  children; 
Joseph,  of  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  who  mar- 
ried Libbie  Teter,  and  has  two  children; 
Carrie,  who  married  \A \  H.  ]\Iontgomery, 
of  Warsaw,  Illinois,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren ;  Roger,  who  married  Maggie  x\vis, 
and  resides  in  Stronghurst,  Illinois.  They 
have  two  children. 

J.  B.  Jordan  was  educated  in  Hillsboro, 
Iowa,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
and  afterward  was  employed  as  a  farm 
hand  by  the  month  in  Henry  and  Van  Bu- 
ren  counties  for  a  few  years,  while  after 
his  marriage  he  turned  his  attention  to  rail- 
roading, which  he  followed  for  two  years. 
He    then    resumed    general    agricultural 


pursuits  in  Henry  county,  being  connected 
therewith  until  September,  1905,  when 
he  purchased  his  livery  stable,  which  is 
the  only  one  in  the  village  of  Salem.  It 
is  located  on  West  :\Iain  street  on  the 
north  side  of  the  square,  and  his  residence 
is  just  across  the  street.  He  keeps  various 
kinds  of  buggies  and  other  vehicles  and  a 
number  of  good  horses  and  receives  a  lib- 
eral patronage,  his  business  having  al- 
ready reached  quite  extensive  and  profit- 
able proportions. 

On  the  19th  of  June.  1889,  ^Ir.  Jor- 
dan was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Belle 
Cochran,  who  was  born  in  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  in  1865,  a  daughter  of  Al- 
bert and   Catherine    (Thomas)    Cochran. 

The  father,  Albert  Cochran,  was 
born  in  Hamilton  county,  Indiana,  in 
1835.  In  1842  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  resided  on  a  farm  until 
the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  Nineteenth  Iowa  Infatnry,  at 
Keosuaqua,  Iowa,  in  August,  1862,  and 
served  until  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Prai- 
rie Grove,  Arkansas,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged and  sent  home.  From  the  effects 
of  his  wound  he  has  lost  his  eyesight.  He 
was  married  to  Katherine  Thomas  De- 
cember. 1858,  at  Mount  Sterling. 

He  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has 
held  various  township  and  school  offices. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  Hillsboro,  in  which 
he  has  long  served  as  a  trustee.  In  their 
family  were  five  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living:  Alljert,  deceased;  Belle,  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  Charles,  who  mar- 
ried Jessie  White,  in  Sperry,  Iowa,  where 
he  is  a  Methodist  minister,  and  he  has 
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one  child ;  Inez,  the  wife  of  WilHam  Eyer, 
of  Osceola,  Iowa,  by  whom  she  has  one 
child;  Jesse,  who  married  Jessie  Wheat- 
ley,  now  deceased,  while  his  home  is  now 
at  Spokane.  Washington.  He  has  two 
sons.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan has  been  blessed  with  four  children, 
the  three  eldest  having  been  born  in  Van 
Buren,  and  the  younger  in  Henry  county. 
These  are:  Albert,  born  May  28.  1891 ; 
Zella.  May  i,  1894;  Cyrus,  August  5, 
1896;  and  Inez,  September  24,  1899. 

Mr.  Jordan  is  an  enterprising  and  en- 
ergetic man  and  though  he  has  resided  in 
Salem  for  only  about  a  year  he  has  made 
many  friends  here  and  the  upright  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  conducted  his  business 
has  led  the  community  to  regard  him  with 
great  respect  and  favor.  Mrs.  Jordan 
is  a  pleasant  lady  who  has  also  made  many 
friends  in  Salem.  Both  holding  member- 
ship in  the  Methodist  church,  are  now 
teachers  in  the  Sunday  school  in  Salem, 
and  formerly  Mr.  Jordan  was  Sunday 
school  superintendent  in  Hillsboro. 


DEXISON  H.  HILLS. 

Denison  H.  Hills,  for  nearly  thirty 
years  a  resident  of  Henry  county,  where 
as  a  contractor  and  biulder  he  has  con- 
tributed in  substantial  measure  to  the 
progress  and  improvement  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  was  born  in  Glastonbury,  Hart- 
ford county,  Connecticut,  on  the  i8th  of 
February,  1835,  a  son  of  Walter  and  Al- 
thea  (Goslee)  Hills.     The  ancestry  of  the 


'  family  is  traced  back  to  the  early  colonial 
period,  the  progenitor  in  America  being 
William  Hills,  who  came  to  the  new  world 
in  1632  from  Kent,  England.  He  located 
in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  and  ten  years 
afterward  went  to  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  a  freeman.  His  descendant, 
Israel  Hills,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Denison  H.  Hills,  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  His  son,  Jared  Hills, 
was  born  and  reared  in  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, where  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming.  He  married  a  ^Nliss  Gibson 
and  their  son,  Walter  Hills,  was  reared 
in  Connecticut,  where,  becoming  familiar 
with  farming  pursuits  in  early  life,  he  af- 
terward carried  on  the  work  of  the  agri- 
culturist. His  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Asa  Golsee,  a  deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  a  blacksmith,  who 
worked  at  his  trade  for  the  Colonial  army 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Walter  Hills 
continued  farming  in  Connecticut  until 
about  1872,  when  he  came  to  Henry  coun- 
ty Iowa,  and  gave  his  attention  to  the  de- 
velopment of  a  farm  west  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. Subsequently  he  removed  to  the  city, 
where  he  lived  retired  until  his  death  in 
1886.  His  wife  had  died  in  Connecticut 
in  1865. 

Denison  H.  Hills  pursued  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
and  in  East  Windsor  Hill  Academy,  a 
preparatory  school,  thus  receiving  better 
educational  privileges  than  were  usually 
afforded  at  that  day  to  the  majority  of 
youths.  For  two  terms  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school,  after  which  he  took  up 
the  wagon  maker's  trade,  but  after  mas- 
tering the  business  he  turned  his  atten- 
ti(ni  to  carpentering  and  thrdughcmt  his 


634 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


entire  life  has  been  associated  with  the 
latter  industry. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1864,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Denison  H.  Hills 
and  Miss  Julia  Augusta  Gillette,  of  Hart- 
ford county,  Connecticut,  who  was  born 
at  Warsaw,  Wyoming  county.  New  York, 
April  21,  1846,  her  parents  being  Alonzo 
B.  and  Martha  (Hovey)  Gillette.  Her 
great-grandfather  in  the  paternal  line  was 
shot  while  serving  as  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  within  sight  of  his 
wife.  The  grandfather,  Alonzo  Gillette, 
was  a  resident  of  Vermont  and  Alonzo 
Gillette,  Jr.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hills,  re- 
moved from  the  Green  Mountain  state  to 
^^'arsaw,  New  York,  in  his  early  man- 
hood and  there  married  Miss  Hovey,  who 
with  her  parents,  Hiram  and  Wealthy 
Hove}',  had  gone  to  New  York  from  Vir- 
mont.  Their  ancestry  can  be  traced  back 
to  a  very  early  period  in  the  history  of 
the  new  world,  for  they  are  descendants 
of  Benjamin  Green  and  of  the  old  Pot- 
ter family,  of  New  England. 

In  1865,  the  year  following  their  mar- 
riage, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hills  removed  to 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  un- 
til 1876,  Mr.  Hills  working  at  his  trade 
of  carpentering  and  afterward  carrying 
on  business  as  a  contractor.  About  thirty 
years  ago  he  came  to  Mount  Pleasant  and 
embarked  in  business  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,  having  control  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  livery  stable  as  his  first  con- 
tract and  afterward  of  the  power  house 
for  the  city.  He  has  built  the  fine  home 
of  A.  G.  Hills,  and  many  other  substantial 
structures  here,  and  as  the  years  have 
passed  his  labor  has  brought  to  him  the 
gratifying   financial    reward    which    e\'er 


crowns   honorable   and   indefatigable   ef-- 
fort  when  guided  by  sound  judgment. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hills  have  been 
born  a  son  and  daughter.  Clarence  A., 
born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  June  11,  1874, 
married  Miss  Lee,  a  second  cousin  of  Gen- 
eral Robert  E.  Lee  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Harold  L.  and  Claris  Antrim.  Clar- 
ence A.  Hills  is  now  a  successful  real 
estate  man  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  The 
daughter,  May  Althea,  a  graduate  of 
the  Wesleyan  Liniversity,  of  the  class  of 
1899,  is  a  member  of  the  Pi  Beta  Phi  and 
is  now  a  teacher  in  the  city  schools  of 
Mount  Pleasant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hills  hold 
membership  in  the  Congregational  church, 
in  which  she  takes  a  most  active  and  help- 
ful interest.  In  politics  Air.  Hills  was 
formerly  a  republican  but  in  more  recent 
years  has  given  stalwart  support  to  the 
Prohibition  party,  wdiich  embodies  his 
views  on  the  temperance  cjuestion.  He 
stands  for  all  that  is  high  and  honorable 
in  manhood,  just  in  business  dealings  and 
loyal  in  citizenship  and  his  sterling  quali- 
ties have  gained  for  him  the  respect  of 
both  social  and  business  acquaintances. 
In  his  active  life  he  has  advanced  beyond 
mediocrity  in  his  chosen  vocation  and  at- 
tained a  measure  of  success  that  is  at  once 
gratifying  and  commendable. 


FRANK  P.  PORTER. 

Frank  P.  Porter  is  well  known  in 
Henry  county,  having  been  born  in  Mount 
Pleasant  in  185 1.     He  is  the  third  son  of 
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Col.  Asbury  B.  Porter,  and  a  grandson 
of  Gen.  Samuel  Brazelton,  two  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Iowa,  who  came  to 
Henry  county  in  1835,  and  pre-empted 
land,  and  in  1836  brought  their  families 
to  the  new  west.  Frank  P.  Porter  was  edu- 
cated at  How'c's  Academy  and  the  public 
schools  of  Mount  Pleasant.  Later  he  com- 
pleted a  business  course  and  accepted  a 
good  position  with  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Ouincy  Railroad,  at  Burlington, 
which  position  he  held  for  several  years, 
resigning  it  to  go  into  partnership  with 
\V.  Beckwith  and  John  Winters  in  con- 
tract railroad  building.  He  was  the 
manager  of  their  large  stone  quarries, 
which  furnished  all  the  stone  to  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Ouincy  for  years — 
both  for  ballast  and  building.  He  has  al- 
ways been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Henry  county. 

Most  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Mount 
Pleasant.  His  father's  death,  in  1885, 
left  him  the  head  of  his  mother's  home, 
and  while  he  has  remained  without  a  fam- 
ily of  his  own,  his  loyalty  and  fidelity  to 
his  mother,  brothers,  and  sisters  is  well 
known.  He  makes  his  home  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Capt.  \Y.  Beckwith,  with 
whom  he  is  associated  in  the  puljlication 
of  the  Mount  Pleasant  Republican,  the 
stanchest  republican  paper  published  in 
Henry  county,  Mr.  Porter  being  the  busi- 
ness manager.  He  is  an  ardent  repub- 
lican, willing  to  work  earnestly  and  mu- 
tually for  the  success  of  his  party,  and 
many  men  who  have  carried  their  election 
by  a  large  vote  owe  it  to  Mr.  Porter's 
fearless  defense  of  them. 

Mr.  Porter  is  justly  proud  of  his  line- 
age, which  he  can  trace  unbroken   from 


the  Revolutionary  grandfathers.  The 
courage  and  patriotism  of  the  Porters  in 
defense  of  their  country's  flag  has  never 
"been  disputed.  Mr.  Porter  is  known  as 
fearless  and  courageous  in  defense  of 
what  he  thinks  is  right. 


SAMUEL  WALLACE  GARVIN. 

Especial  honor  belongs  to  those  who 
in  time  of  war  served  the  nation's  need 
and  in  days  of  peace  have  contributed  by 
strength  of  arm  and  toil  of  brain  to  the 
building  up  of  her  prosperity  and  her 
proud  position  among  the  empires  and 
peoples  of  the  earth.  Along  these  lines 
runs  the  life  history  of  the  subject  of  this 
review. 

Samuel  Wallace  Garvin,  a  scion  of  old 
and  pioneer  stock  of  Iowa,  and  now  lead- 
ing a  retired  life  at  his  home  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  was  born  in  Fleming  county, 
Kentucky,  September  28,  1836.  He  was 
the  son  of  James  and  Margaret  (Saun- 
ders) Garvin.  The  father,  James  Gar- 
vin, was  born  June  18,  1808,  the  son  of 
Samuel  Garvin,  who  came  of  an  old  Vir- 
ginia family  whose  pulilished  genealogy 
goes  back  for  four  ov  five  generations. 
Both  this  family  and  the  Saunders  family 
were  of  Scotch  extraction,  and  settled  in 
Virginia,  in  Fairfax  county,  about  1744. 
and  lived  there  until  the  close  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary w^ar,  in  which  members  of  both 
families  were  participants.  At  the  close  of 
the  Revolution  these  families,  in  1780, 
joined  the  western  movement  of  settlers. 
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and  moved  to  Fleming-  county,  Kentucky, 
where  Samuel  Garvin,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  born.  Both  the  Garvin 
and  Saunders  families  were  well  known  in 
Kentucky,  being  large  neighborhood  fam- 
ilies, all  owners  of  large  plantations  and 
slaveholders.  They  were  represented 
among-  the  founders  of  the  original  Whig 
party  in  1856,  and  have  occupied  impor- 
tant ])laces  in  the  history  of  that  and  the 
Republican  party  since. 

The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view. Margaret  (Saunders)  Garvin,  was 
born  April  25,  1812,  and  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-two  years,  dying  on  the 
6th  of  December,  1894.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  Saun- 
ders, Sr.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Feb- 
ruary. 1781,  and  died  June  15,  1869, 
while  William  Saunders.  Sr..  was  born 
in   1780.  and  died  February  21.   1870. 

For  the  Saunders  history,  see  another 
page  of  this  book. 

The  Saunders  name  is  one  that  has 
had  much  to  do  with  the  early  history 
of  Henry  county,  especially  with  Mount 
Pleasant.  The  city  itself  was  laid  out  by 
Presley  Saunders  in  1833,  the  year  of  his 
coming  to  this  county.  He  was  a  promi- 
nent figure  in  local  history  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  wdiich  occurred  July  19. 
1889,  when  he  was  eighty-nine  years  of 
age.  His  wife.  Huldah.  survived  him 
three  years,  dying  July  28,  1902,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three.  She  was  a  sister  of 
United  States  Senator  Thomas  Bowen,  of 
Colorado.  Presley  Saunders  was  a  son  of 
Gunnell  Saunders,  who  was  born  in  Julv, 
1783,  and  died  October  26.  1848.  and  the 
brother  of  William  Saunders,  grandfather 
of  our   subject.      William   A.    Saunders. 


brother  of  Presley,  died  February  14, 
1865,  and  has  one  son  now  living,  W^il- 
liam  A.,  a  lawyer  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
Smith  Saunders,  oldest  son  of  Presley, 
was  born  February  8,  1838,  and  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  male  white 
child  born  in  Henry  county.  He  died  April 
15.  1901.  and  lies  buried,  as  do  the  others 
of  the  family  who  are  not  living,  in  the 
Mount  Pleasant  "old"  or  city  cemetery. 
Both  Smith  Saunders  and  his  brother, 
Alvin  B..  who  was  born  January  11.  1840. 
and  died  July  12,  1903.  were  well  known 
as  successful  business  men  of  the  county. 

Iowa  is  not  the  only  one  of  the  western 
states  that  has  found  men  of  this  name 
winning  positions  of  honor  and  trust  that 
make  them  prominent  in  the  annals  of  his- 
tory'. Nebraska  also  has  much  for  which 
she  is  indebted  to  this  family.  Alvin 
Saunders  was  appointed  the  first  governor 
of  Nebraska,  during  her  territorial  days, 
receiving  his  appointment  from  President 
Lincoln,  of  whom  he  was  a  personal 
friend.  After  Nebraska  became  a  state, 
he  was  United  States  senator  from  there, 
and  his  son  Charles  Saunders  now  holds 
the  same  honorable  position.  His  daugh- 
ter became  the  wife  of  Russell  B.  Harri- 
son, son  of  President  Benjamin  Harrison. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  united 
in  marriage  in  Kentucky,  and  Samuel 
Wallace  Garvin  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  that  state.  In 
1848  the  family  came  to  Iowa,  and  the 
father  bought  a  farm  two  miles  east  of 
Alount  Pleasant,  on  which  they  lived  for 
ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they 
moved  into  the  city  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
where  he  occupied  himself  with  the  buy- 
ing and  shipping-  of  stock.  They  continued 
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to  make  Mount  Pleasant  their  home  for 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  father 
(lying-  February  11,  1884,  and  the  mother 
surviving  him  by  ten  years,  dying  De- 
cember 6,  1894. 

After  coming  to  Iowa  Mr.  Garvin  con- 
tinued his  education  by  attending  school 
under  Professor  S.  L.  Howe,  one  of  the 
first  teachers  here,  and  a  man  who  had 
come  from  Ohio,  in  which  state  he  had 
acted  as  tutor  in  the  Sherman  family,  hav- 
ing under  his  instruction  in  their  young 
days  both  General  and  Senator  Sherman. 
In  the  spring  of  1859  Mr.  Garvin  returned 
to  Kentucky  on  a  visit,  and  was  taken  ill 
with  typhoid  fever,  with  which  he  suffered 
all  summer,  but  was  able  to  return  to 
Mount  Pleasant  in  the  fall.  On  April 
2,  1 86 1,  he  started  with  Smith  Saunders 
across  the  plains,  traveling  with  an  ox- 
team  and  wagon  and  arrived  in  Califor- 
nia Gulch  on  June  1 7th,  remaining  there 
until  fall,  of  the  same  year,  engaged  in 
ranching.  Later  they  began  building  a 
toll  road  from  Ralston  to  the  Gregory 
mines.  They  had  invested  $10,000  in  this 
project,  when  the  beginning  of  the  Civil 
war  put  an  end  to  it.  Mr.  Garvin  returned 
home  late  in  the  fall  of  1861,  and  went 
into  the  store  of  William  A.  Saunders. 
where  he  clerked  until  the  summer  of 
1862,  when  his  patriotic  spirit  demanded 
that  he  enlist  with  the  boys  in  blue,  who 
were  answering  the  President's  call  for 
troops. 

He  enlisted  at  Mount  Pleasant  and  was 
sworn  into  the  service  September  2y. 
1862,  in  Company  B,  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Iowa  Infantry,  under  Capt.  J.  Ellison 
Smith  and  Col.   George  A.   Stone.     Mr. 


Garvin  served  for  three  years  in  the  x\rmy 
of  the  West,  in  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps. 
They  first  went  to  Helena,  Arkansas,  re- 
maining there  one  month,  when  they  went 
on  the  campaign  against  Vicksburg,  un- 
der General  McClernand.  They  first  at- 
tacked at  Hame's  Bluffs,  between  Christ- 
mas and  January  ist,  and  were  repulsed, 
then  made  several  unsuccessful  charges. 
They  next  went  up  the  Mississippi  and 
White  rivers  by  steamer  to  Arkansas  Post, 
and  on  January  11,  1863,  captured  that 
place,  with  about  five  thousand  prisoners. 
A\'hile  they  were  embarking  at  Arkansas 
Post  to  go  down  the  river  again  to 
Young's  Point,  opposite  Vicksburg,  the}' 
suffered  severely  from  snow  storms  many 
dying  from  the  eft"ects  of  the  exposure, 
and  being  buried  on  the  levee.  Mr.  Gar- 
vin suffered  with  the  others,  but  being  a 
man  of  strong  will,  resolved  to  weather 
the  hardships,  and  so  lives.  At  Young's 
Point  he  spent  the  winter  assisting  in  dig- 
ging the  famous  canal  that  was  to  gi\'e 
transport  down  the  river,  and  which  has 
since  become  the  main  channel  of  the 
ri^'er.  In  early  April  he  went  by  boat  to 
Greenville,  Mississippi,  and  went  on  the 
Deer  Creek  expedition  to  destroy  provi- 
sions destined  for  Vicksburg.  They  de- 
stroyed thousands  and  thousands  of  bush- 
els of  corn  then  went  back  up  to  IMilliken's 
Bend,  and  started  on  the  expedition 
against  Vicksburg.  He  crossed  the  river 
at  Grand  Gulf,  helped  take  Jackson.  Can- 
ton, and  Champion  Hill,  and  helped  in- 
vest Vicksburg  on  May  i8th.  On  the  22d 
there  was  a  general  charge  and  Mr.  Gar- 
vin came  very  close  to  death,  having  a 
bullet   hole  through   his   blouse,   and   his 
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haversack  entirely  shot  to  pieces,  but  es- 
caping without,  a  wound.  On  May  19th 
he  escaped  by  only  a  few  inches  of  being 
a  victim  of  a  ball  from  the  famous  can- 
non, "Whistling  Dick."  He  took  part  in 
the  whole  siege,  which  was  ended  by  the 
surrender  of  the  city  on  July  4th.  After 
this  he  camped  at  Black  River,  then  took 
boats  to  Memphis,  a  train  to  luka,  then 
marched  to  Chattanooga  and  took  part  in 
that  battle. 

Mr.  Garvin  began  his  military  career 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  as  fifth  ser- 
geant, but  won  promotion  and  become 
commissary  sergeant  of  the  regular  army, 
and  had  full  charge  of  feeding  the  entire 
regiment.  He  was  offered  a  lieutenancy 
in  a  regiment  of  colored  soldiers,  but  de- 
clined. He  convoyed  a  pack  train  across 
Lookout  Mountain  during  the  battle  of 
Missionary  Ridge,  and  also  camped  for 
a  short  time  at  Woodville.  He  opened 
the  campaign  in  the  spring  of  1864,  and 
fought  all  the  way  from  Dallas  to  At- 
lanta in  the  campaign  against  Atlanta. 
He  was  on  the  "march  to  the  sea,"  and 
back  through  the  Carolinas  and  on  to 
Washington.  His  last  fight  was  at  Ben- 
tonville,  North  Carolina.  He  was  in  the 
grand  review  at  \\'ashington,  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  stood  opposite  the  Presi- 
dent's stand.  At  the  close  of  hostilities, 
when  the  army  was  disbanded,  he  re- 
turned to  Mount  Pleasant,  reaching  here 
June   17,   1865. 

Mr.  Garvin  at  once  began  clerking  in 
the  store  of  his  uncle,  \\'illiam  G.  Saun- 
ders, and  remained  behind  the  counter  in 
one  capacity  or  another  for  twenty-five 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1868,  he  discontin- 
ued clerking  to  go  into  business  for  him- 


self. He  went  into  the  dry  goods  busi- 
ness with  T.  H.  Garlick  as  partner,  this 
partnership  lasting  eighteen  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  Mr.  Garlick  sold 
out  his  interest  to  William  G.  Saunders. 
Seven  years  later  he  in  turn  sold  his  in- 
terest to  Mr.  Garvin,  who  thus  became 
sole  owner.  In  1892  he  traded  the  business 
to  a  gentleman  in  Des  Moines,  who,  how- 
ever, was  unable  to  fulfill  his  obligations 
because  of  reverses  during  the  panic  of 
'93,  that  followed  at  once. 

In  1895  Mr.  Garvin  was  elected  county 
treasurer,  which  office  he  filled  with  great 
satisfaction  to  the  entire  county  for  the 
succeeding  four  years,  after  which  he  re- 
entered business,  going  in  with  Charles 
R.  Hughes  for  one  year.  Since  selling 
out  his  interest  in  this  venture,  he  has 
been  interested  to  some  extent  in  real 
estate.  The  great  confidence  that  his  fel- 
low citizens  have  in  his  business  ability 
and  integrity  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
for  many  years,  at  various  times  they  have 
called  upon  him  to  act  as  city  councilman, 
a  position  which  he  holds  at  the  present 
time. 

Mr.  Garvin  has  been  an  earnest  worker 
in  the  Christian  church  for  fifty-one  years, 
was  once  deacon,  and  for  the  past  thirty- 
five  years  has  been  an  elder.  He  has  al- 
ways been  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Sunday  school,  and  has  been  the  teacher 
of  the  Bible  class  for  twenty-five  years. 
He  was  president  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  of  Henry  county,  for  nearly  ten 
years.  He  has  taken  a  practical  interest 
in  those  charitable  enterprises  that  tend 
for  bettering  of  the  community,  always 
giving  them  generous  financial  support, 
and  helping  them  by  his  knowledge  of  the 
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business  world  whenever  he  was  called 
upon  to  do  so.  He  acted  as  treasurer  of 
the  Orphans'  Home  here  for  some  time, 
and  has  rendered  valuable  aid  in  many 
ways  to  the  other  beneficient  institutions 
of  the  community. 


DR.  WILLIAM  H.  RYUN. 

Dr.  William  H.  Ryun,  whose  skill  as  a 
specialist  in  the  cure  of  cancerous  diseases 
has  gained  him  a  most  extended  and  well 
merited  reputation,  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  Iowa,  February  5,  1861,  his  par- 
ents being  John  M.  and  Polly  (Clarke) 
Ryun.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Ben- 
jamin Ryun,  was  bom  in  Fayette  county, 
Ohio,  in  1785,  and  died  in  1870,  while  his 
wife  passed  away  in  1833 — the  year  cele- 
brated because  of  the  great  shower  of 
falling  stars, — at  the  age  of  thirty-five. 

J.  M.  Ryun  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Ohio,  in  1821,  was  reared  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  farming,  and  followed  that  pursuit 
throughout  his  active  business  career.  He 
came  to  the  west  in  1849,  settling  for  three 
years  in  Davis  county,  Iowa.  He  after- 
ward lived  for  forty  years  in  Wayne 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  and  on  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  removed  to  Repub- 
lican City,  Nebraska,  where  he  lived  re- 
tired until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1900.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  in  his  life  exemplified  the 
beneficient  spirit  of  the  order.  In  his  po- 
litical views  he  was  a  stalwart  democrat, 
and  served  as  school  director,  road  trus- 
tee, supervisor  and  in  other  local  offices. 


His  Christian  faith  was  evidenced  by  his 
membership  for  a  period  of  forty  years  in 
the  Methodist  church,  in  which  he  served 
as  steward,  while  in  the  various  activities 
of  the  church  he  took  a  helpful  part. 

He  was  married  to  Aliss  Polly  Clarke, 
who  was  born  May  10,  1822,  in  Fayette 
county,  Ohio,  and  spent  her  girlhood  days 
there,  giving  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Mr. 
Ryun  in  July,  1840.  She  still  survives 
her  husband,  and  now  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three  years  is  able  to  sew  and 
read.  She  also  attends  the  services  of  the 
Methodist  church,  of  which  she  has  been 
a  member  since  thirteen  years  of  age.  She 
makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Airs. 
Dawson.  In  the  family  were  ten  children, 
all  of  whom  reached  adult  age,  namely : 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Williams,  a 
resident  of  Republican  City,  Nebraska; 
Benjamin  F.,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Cook,  and  is  also  living  in  Republican 
City;  David  C,  who  wedded  Susanna 
Hidee,  and  resides  at  Cravotte,  Arkansas ; 
Polly  A.,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Burley,  of 
]\Iissouri ;  Nancy  J.,  who  became  the  wife 
of  James  Cook,  and  died  about  twelve 
years  ago;  Elvira,  the  wife  of  William 
Dawson,  died  in  1877;  Amos  L.,  who 
married  J\liss  Livingston,  and  resides  at 
Republican  City,  Nebraska;  W.  H.,  of 
this  review ;  Lenora  Dean,  the  wife  of 
Silas  Burley,  of  Wayne  county,  Iowa; 
and  Ida,  the  wife  of  William  Dawson,  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  who  was  formerly 
the  husband  of  her  sister,  Elvira. 

Dr.  Rvun  acquired  his  educatidu  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  and 
through  the  summer  months  assisted  in 
the  work  of  his  father's  farm,  whereon  he 
remained   until   twenty-one  years  of  age. 
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Before  leaving-  the  farm  he  had  l)ecome  in- 
terested in  the  subject  of  the  cure  of  can- 
cer, and  had  carried  forward  his  investiga- 
tions to  a  considerable  extent  along  that 
line.  He  becanie  imbued  with  a  strong  de- 
sire to  al]e\-iate  the  suffering  caused  from 
this  trouble,  and  even  before  he  left  the 
farm  he  began  removing  cancers  by  means 
of  outward  applications.  After  leaving  the 
parental  roof  he  practiced  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty for  eight  }-ears,  and  then  went  to  Ne- 
braska, where  he  remained  for  eighteen 
mnndis.  In  1890  he  located  at  No.  506 
Clay  street.  Mount  Pleasant,  in  the  old 
Leonard  Farr  home,  where  he  made  many 
improvements  and  additions,  transforming 
it  into  a  beautiful  residence  and  hospital. 

November  i,  1905,  however,  he  re- 
moved to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  located 
at  213  Polk  street,  on  Prospect  Hill,  in 
order  that  he  might  have  a  more  central 
location  and  be  more  easily  reached  by  his 
many  patients  coming  from  a  distance. 
Also,  in  order  to  accommodate  those  from 
the  South  and  ^^'est,  he  has  opened  a 
branch  office  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  spends 
a  part  of  his  time. 

Throughout  all  these  years  Dr.  Ryun 
has  carried  forward  his  studies  concern- 
ing cancerous  growths  and  their  cure,  and 
has  gained  that  knowledge  and  under- 
standing which  always  rewards  patient, 
per.-;evering  effort.  His  labors  have  been 
attended  with  gratifying  success  when 
viewed  from  a  professional  standpoint, 
and  his  services  have  been  sought  by  peo- 
ple from  all  sections  of  the  country,  a  fact 
which  indicates  that  his  fame  has  spread 
as  the  result  of  the  reiuarkal)le  cures  that 
he  has  effected. 

October  15,   1884,  Dr.  Ryun  was  mar- 


ried to  Miss  Rosa  Hoaglin,  a  daughter 
of  John,  Jr..  and  Caroline  (Webb)  Hoag- 
lin. She  was  born  November  i,  1865,  in 
Salina,  Jefferson  county,  Iowa.  Her  fa- 
ther, a  native  of  New  York  city,  was 
born  Januai-}'  i,  1808,  and  was  a  son  of 
John  Hoaglin,  a  ship  builder  of  the  east- 
ern metropolis.  John  Hoaglin,  Jr.,  how- 
age,  after  which  he  was  bound  out.  He 
left  the  east,  however,  wdien  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  eventually  became  a 
merchant  n  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  after- 
ward in  Salina,  Iowa,  where  he  remained 
for  thirty-six  years.  He  then  took  up  his 
abode  in  Fairfield,  where  he  was  also  iden- 
tified with  business  pursuits,  but  he  is  now 
living  retired  in  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  at  the 
present  time  making  his  home  with  Mrs. 
Ryun,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six 
years.  He  has  led  an  earnest  Christian 
life,  holding  membership  originally  with 
ever,  was  left  an  orphan  at  a  very  early 
the  Methodist  and  later  with  the  Congre- 
gational church.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  democracy.  He  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  oldest  men  of  the 
county,  and  is  still  hale  and  hearty,  al- 
though for  the  past  six  years  he  has  been 
blind. 

]Mrs.  Hoaglin  died  in  1895,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three  years.  She  was  a  native  of 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  born  in  1832,  and 
by  her  marriage  had  a  family  of  thirteen 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living :  G. 
S.,  who  married  Miss  Minnie  McCosh, 
and  resides  in  Oregon;  A.  B.,  who  wedded 
Miss  Anna  Hildebrand,  by  whom  he  has 
three  sons,  their  home  being  in  Idaho;  J. 
L.,  who  married  Miss  Lizzie  McDorman, 
and  resides  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa;  H. 
A.,  of  Salt  Lake,  Utah,  who  married  Miss 
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Anna  Snook,  and  has  two  children;  C.  F., 
who  wedded  Aliss  MeHssa  Boley,  Ijy 
whom  he  has  eight  children,  and  makes 
his  home  at  Hillsboro,  Henry  county, 
Iowa;  Airs.  Ryun ;  Delia,  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Swaine,  of  Lucas,  Iowa,  by  whom 
she  has  three  children;  and  Rosa,  the  wife 
of  William  H.  Ryun,  a  resident  of 
Burlington. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ryun  have  had  one  child, 
Lester,  who  was  born  September  26,  1885, 
but  li\'ed  for  only  six  weeks.  They  now 
have  an  adopted  son,  Merrill,  seven  vears 
of  age,  who  has  been  with  them  since  early 
infancy.  The  Doctor  is  a  stanch  prohi- 
bitionist in  his  political  affiliation,  being 
in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  temperance 
cause;  and  fraternally  he  is  connected  with 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  W^orkmen. 
His  life  has  been  devoted  to  his  profes- 
sion, and  he  has  had  a  wonderful  practice, 
in  which  he  has  been  very  successful,  his 
patients  coming  to  him  from  all  parts  of 
this  countiy  and  Canada.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  pleasant  disposition  and  genial 
manner,  of  upright  life  and  genuine  per- 
sonal worth.  Both  he  and  his  wife  possess 
scholarly  tastes,  devoting  much  time  to 
reading,  and  a  retentive  memory  enaliles 
them  to  assimilate  what  they  read,  thus 
broadening  their  knowledge  and  enrich- 
ing their  conversation. 


WEBSTER  M.  PIXLEY. 

Dr.  Webster  M.  Pixley,  a  cancer  spe- 
cialist, whose  treatment  of  the  disease  has 
resulted  beneficially  to  many,  makes  his 
home  at  No.  401   South  Jefferson  street, 


Mount  Pleasant.  He  is  a  native  son  of 
this  city,  born  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1845.  His  father,  Benjamin  F.  Pixley, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
near  Marietta,  on  the  12th  of  December, 
18 10,  and  was  a  wagon  and  carriage- 
maker,  learning  the  trade  in  Marietta  and 
following  that  pursuit  until  he  came  to 
Iowa  in  1842.  He  made  the  long  trip  in 
a  democrat  wagon,  crossing  the  river  at 
Burlington,  and  his  first  acquaintance  in 
this  state  was  "Old  Dick  Noble."  Mr. 
Pixley  left  his  family  in  Ohio  until  he  had 
made  arrangements  for  a  home  in  this 
state.  He  came  direct  to  Henrv^  county 
and  established  a  wagon  shop  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  but  employed  others  to  carry  on 
this  business,  while  he  found  a  profital^le 
income  from  his  instructions  as  a  dancing 
master,  giving  lessons  each  week  in  Mus- 
catine, Burlington  and  Mount  Pleasant, 
making  his  trips  overland  from  town  to 
town.  While  in  his  native  state  he  was 
married  December  25,  1834,  to  Miss  Lydia 
B.  Connor,  who  was  born  at  Belpre,  Ohio, 
November  8,  18 12.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pixley  were  devoted  members  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  church,  in  which  he  held  office. 
He  was  a  charter  memljer  of  Mystic 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, at  Mount  Pleasant  and  was  an  earn- 
est republican,  but  though  often  solicited 
to  accept  office  he  would  never  consent  to 
do  so.  He  was  extremely  matter  of  fact, 
was  thoroughly  reliable,  met  every  obliga- 
tion in  a  conscientious  manner,  and  his 
word  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  The  fam- 
ily home  was  maintained  west  of  the  public 
square  in  Mount  Pleasant  until  about  1864. 
at  which  time  the  district  was  known  as 
"Texas,"  because  it  was  so  sparsely  set- 
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tied  and  all  was  a  new  country.  He  lived 
to  witness  the  introduction  of  and  to  enjoy 
many  of  the  impro\ements  and  conve- 
niences known  to  modern  times  and 
throughout  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sided he  was  honored  and  respected  for 
his  genuine  worth  and  to  his  family  he 
left  an  untarnished  name.  He  died  De- 
cember 12.  1884,  on  the  seventy-fourth  an- 
niversarv  of  his  l)irth.  His  wife  was 
reared  to  womanhood  in  the  place  of  her 
nativity  and  there  her  marriage  was  cele- 
brated and  after  her  husband  had  made 
preparations  for  a  home  in  Henry  county 
she  and  her  children  joined  ^Ir.  Pixley  in 
Mount  Pleasant  in  1843.  For  more  than 
forty-five  years  she  remained  a  resident  of 
this  city,  passing  away  July  10,  1889.  Her 
remains  were  interred  beside  her  hus- 
band's in  the  old  cemetery  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. She  was  a  lady  of  strong  domestic 
tastes,  a  home-loving  woman  and  was  a 
general  favorite  with  all  with  whom  she 
came  in  contact.  Unto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Pix- 
ley were  born  eleven  children,  of  whom 
six  are  now  living:  Theodore  S.,  who 
married  Miss  Almyra  Parker  and  resides 
in  \Mnfield,  Kansas ;  Frances,  who  is  the 
widow  of  J.  S.  Linell  and  resides  at 
Oquawka,  Illinois;  Waldo  B.,  who  mar- 
ried Augusta  LuCrode  and  lives  in  Scam- 
mon,  Kansas;  Webster  M.,  of  this  review; 
George  W..  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  who  mar- 
ried Addie  Willeford.  now  deceased;  and 
Zella  F.,  who  married  Hannah  Lomer,  of 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  is  a  resident  of  Ot- 
tumwa, this  state.  Lucinda  H.,  the  second 
member  of  the  family,  died  July  18,  1865. 
She  was  the  wife  of  D.  Z.  Frick,  and  had 
one  child,  Cora.  The  other  children  of  the 
father's  family  died  in  infancy. 


W.  M.  Pixley  pursued  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  ^Mount  Pleasant 
and  when  not  occupied  with  the  duties  of 
the  schoolroom  spent  his  time  largely 
around  his  father's  shop.  He  had  just 
begun  working  at  the  wagonmaker's  trade 
when  he  entered  the  army,  in  1862.  enlist- 
ing as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Seven- 
teenth Iowa  Regiment  of  Veteran  Vol- 
unteers. He  served  throughout  the  war 
and  was  a  prisoner  for  seven  and  a  half 
months,  being  confined  in  several  different 
prisons.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
luka.  Corinth,  Jackson,  Champion  Hills 
and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  afterward 
was  transferred  to  Chattanooga  and  took 
part  in  the  engagements  at  Tunnel  Hill 
and  Missionary  Ridge.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  His 
mind  is  full  of  reminiscences  of  the  war, 
for  his  regiment  was  in  very  active  duty 
and  he  had  ample  opportunity  to  know  of 
the  movement  of  the  armies  and  the 
e\'ents  which  constitute  that  great  chap- 
ter in  American  history.  His  regiment  was 
greatly  depleted  through  the  ravages  of 
war,  and  in  fact,  was  so  reduced  in  num- 
bers that  it  was  declared  unfit  for  field 
service  and  w^as  sent  to  Tilton,  Georgia, 
where  its  members  were  assigned  to  the 
duty  of  guarding  a  railroad.  There  the 
entire  command  was  captured,  as  before 
stated,  and  Air.  Pixley.  with  others, 
was  sent  to  a  prison  in  Georgia.  His 
brothers,  Theodore  and  Waldo,  were  also 
soldiers,  the  latter  responding  to  the  first 
call  and  serving  with  the  First  Iowa 
Infanti-y  until  discharged,  when  he  re- 
enlisted  in  the  Tenth  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry,  of  which  his  brother  Theodore 
was  also  a  member. 
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When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Pixley  re- 
turned to  Henry  county  and  resumed  work 
at  the  wagonmaker's  trade.  He  had  en- 
tered the  amiy  when  quite  young,  having 
to  obtain  his  father's  consent  liefore  he 
woukl  be  accepted,  but  no  more  brave  or 
loyal  soldier  was  found  upon  the  battle- 
fields of  the  south.  After  a  brief  period 
spent  in  the  north  he  returned  to  Colum- 
bus, Georgia,  where  he  wedded  a  lady  whom 
he  had  met  while  held  there  as  a  prisoner 
of  war.  The  wedding  was  celebrated  in 
1866,  Miss  Emma  Faulkenberry  becom- 
ing his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Columbus, 
Georgia,  in  1848,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Tarver)  Faulkenbeny,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  the  south,  ana 
never  came  to  the  north,  the  father  passing 
away  about  1887,  and  the  mother  in  1893. 
There  were  six  children  of  this  union,  of 
whom  two  are  living :  William,  a  resident 
of  Birmingham,  Alabama;  and  Mrs.  Nora 
Temple,  of  Girard,  Alabama. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pixley  were  born 
five  children,  of  whom  three  are  li\'ing. 
Georgia  Alberta,  who  was  born  December 
20,  1872,  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  mar- 
ried Frank  Clawsen,  of  New  London,  this 
state,  and  has  two  children,  Emma  and 
Laura.  Sarah  Lydia,  born  October  17, 
1874,  in  Girard,  Alabama,  is  the  wife  of 
Luke  Yakle  and  they  live  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant with  her  father.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren :  Mary,  Webster,  Carrie  and  Fred- 
erick. Benjamin  W.,  born  November  15, 
1876,  in  Lakeview,  Michigan,  resides  in 
southern  Illinois.  Emma,  bom  June  20, 
1879,  in  Lakeview,  Michigan,  died  Febru- 
ary 16,  1 88 1.  Mrs.  Pixley  passed  away 
December  24,  1880,  and  both  she  and  her 
youngest  child  were  laid  to  rest  at  Lake- 


view,  Montcalm  county,  Michigan.  She 
was  a  lady  of  many  excellent  traits  of 
character  and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  who  knew  her.  Their  first  child, 
Franklin  Theodore,  was  born  January  10, 
1867,  and  died  February  10,  1867,  i"  Co- 
lumbus, Georgia. 

On  the  1 2th  of  February,  1882,  in 
Lakeview,  Michigan,  Mr.  Pixley  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  Caroline  E.  Long,  who  was  born  in 
LaGrange,  Ohio,  September  17,  1848,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Branden)  Long.  Her  father  was  bom 
in  Steubenville,  Jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
March  29,  181 5,  and  her  mother's  birth 
occurred  in  Armstrong  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, September  15,  182 1.  Mr.  Long 
was  a  chainmaker  in  a  blacksmith  shop. 
He  gave  his  political  support  to  the  Whig 
and  Republican  parties,  and  he  led  a  busy, 
useful  and  active  life.  He  died  Septem- 
ber 12,  1849,  in  LaGrange,  Ohio,  and  was 
there  laid  to  rest  and  the  mother  passed 
away  in  Alleghany  City,  Pennsylvania, 
and  her  remains  were  interred  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania.  There  were  four 
children  in  their  family  but  all  are  now 
deceased  save  Mrs.  Pixley.  Her  sister. 
Lavina,  became  the  wife  of  George  Fra- 
zier,  now  deceased,  and  her  death  occurred 
July  15,  1877.  They  had  two  children. 
Her  brother,  ^^'illiam  H.  Long,  died  at  the 
old  homestead.  June  6.  1865.  He  married 
Sarah  Caskey.  who  is  also  deceased,  and 
they  had  two  children.  Following  the 
death  of  the  first  husband,  Mrs.  Long  be- 
came the  wife  of  Jesse  Hildebrand  and 
removed  to  Alleghany  City.  Pennsylvania. 
They  had  four  children:  Luretta.  living 
in    Cleveland.    Ohio;    Sadie,    the   wife   of 
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Grant  Fish,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio;  Law- 
rence H.,  deceased,  who  married  Sally  Mc- 
Ahvain,  now  a  resident  of  Penns}dvania ; 
and  IMary  Adella.  who  died  April  25, 
1874,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  Their 
father,  Mr.  Hildebrand,  was  in  the  Civil 
war.  serving  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  under  Colonel  J.  B.  Clark.  He 
held  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  his 
stepson,  AA'illiam  H.  Long,  w^as  in  the  same 
regiment,  being  in  the  service  for  ninety 
days,  after  which  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. Mrs.  Pixley  had  several  cousins 
who  entered  the  war  from  Virginia  and 
also  se^•eral  uncles  and  her  Grandfather 
Branden  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  181 2. 
By  the  second  marriag"e  of  Mr.  Pixley 
three  children  were  bom.  Pearl,  born  Au- 
gust 25,  1885,  in  ]Mount  Pleasant,  died 
in  the  same  room  in  which  her  birth  oc- 
curred, June  15,  1902,  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  nine  months  and  twenty  days. 
In  the  spring  of  .1896  she  was  converted 
and  united  with  the  First  Baptist  church, 
of  which  her  mother  is  a  member.  She  was 
very  apt  in  her  studies  and  had  completed 
the  stenographic  course  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant Academy,  from  which  she  would  have 
been  graduated  on  the  6th  of  June,  had  it 
not  been  for  her  fatal  illness.  The  gradu- 
ating dress  had  been  prepared  and  in  it 
she  was  laid  to  rest.  She  possessed  a  beau- 
tiful mezzo  soprano  voice  which  was  a 
great  delight  to  her  family  and  friends. 
Shortly  before  her  death  she  sang  for  her 
father  one  of  his  favorite  songs  and  just 
about  as  the  spirit  took  its  fiight  she  softly 
sang,  "J^sus  is  Tenderly  Calling  Me 
Home."  Hers  was  a  beautiful  Christian 
character  and  a  kindly  spirit  shone  forth 


in  her  face  that  had  a  charm  for  all  wnth 
whom  she  came  in  contact.  Nellie  F.  Pix- 
ley, the  second  child  of  the  second  mar- 
riage, was  born  June  7,  1888,  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  was  graduated  from  Howe's 
Academy  in  1905,  and  is  now  employed  as 
a  stenographer  by  a  law  finn  in  Ames, 
Iowa.  Webster,  born  July  16,  1890,  died 
on  the  30th  of  September  of  the  same  year. 
Soon  after  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Pix- 
ley took  up  his  abode  in  Columbus, 
Georgia,  and  worked  for  a  while  at  the 
wagonmaker's  trade,  but  afterward  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  Columbus,  but  his  health  failed 
and  his  physician  advised  him  to  again  go 
to  the  north,  at  which  time  he  settled  in 
Lakeview,  Michigan,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  business  for  a  while  with  his 
brother  and  afterward  conducted  an  in- 
dependent A\'agon  and  carriage  factory! 
Following  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
returned  to  Mount  Pleasant  and  took  care 
of  his  ag'ed  father,  who  had  suffered  a 
stroke  of  paralysis  and  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  the  father's  death,  working 
during  that  time  at  the  wagonmaker's 
trade.  Later  he  embarked  in  the  imple- 
ment business  and  in  connection  with  his 
mercantile  efforts  conducted  a  blacksmith 
and  carriage  shop  until  about  1890.  For 
years  he  had  been  deeply  interested  in  the 
cure  of  cancer  and  was  studying  along  that 
line  and  at  length,  feeling  that  he  .had  per- 
fected a  cure,  he  gave  up  other  business 
interests  in  1890  and  has  since  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  in 
which  he  has  been  veiy  successful,  patients 
now  coming  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  He  regards  his  cures  as  his 
best  testimonial  and  his  patronage  is  con- 
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stantly  increasing.  His  residence  is  at  No. 
401  South  Jefferson  street,  where  he  has 
a  fine  hospital  located  on  the  old  family 
homestead  which  he  enlarged  and  rehnilt 
about  five  years  ago,  where  he  has  room 
for  ten  or  more  patients,  and  where  he 
has  a  good  patronage. 

From  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  has  de- 
pended entirely  upon  his  own  laJDors  and 
is  indeed  a  self-made  man,  who,  workmg 
his  way  steadily  upward,  is  now  com- 
fortably situated  in  life.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stalwart  republican  and  has  served  as 
school  director  and  constable  and  was  also 
city  wharf  master  in  Columbus,  Georgia. 
He  has  been  an  Odd  Fellow  from  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  passing  all  the  chairs 
in  the  subordinate  lodge  and  encampment 
and  acting  as  secretary  for  a  long  period. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  In  the  community  where 
he  resides  he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  is 
recognized  as  a  man  of  unfaltering  integ- 
rity, faithful  to  all  the  obligations  of  life 
and  to  his  family  he  is  most  devoted. 


JOHN  TAYLOR. 

John  Taylor,  who  owns  and  operates 
two  hundred  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Sa- 
lem township,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 
this  state  and  the  student  of  history  does 
not  have  to  carry  his  investigations  far 
into  the  county  annals  without  learning 
of  the  close  and  honorable  connection  of 
the  Taylor  family  with  the  agricultural 


development  of  this  section  of  the  state.  It 
was  in  1836  that  his  parents,  Oliver  Perry 
and  Cordilla  (Elder)  Taylor,  took  up 
their  abode  in  Lee  county.  Both  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  having 
been  born  in  McKeesport.  Emigrating 
westward  they  took  up  their  abode  upon 
a  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Lee  county, 
wdiere  Mr.  Taylor  carried  on  general  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  on  rented  land  for 
many  years.  He  then  remo\-ed  to  Van 
Buren  county,  where  he  rented  a  farm  for 
four  years,  and  in  1861  he  came  to  Henry, 
county,  settling  in  Salem  township,  where 
he  carried  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  the  fall  of  1902,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  died 
May  23,  1906,  having  for  seventy  years 
made  his  home  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
His  wife  died  in  1881. 

John  Taylor  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased  with  the  excep- 
tion of  his  eldest  brother  and  his  youngest 
sister.  There  were  five  sons  and  three 
daughters.  John  Taylor  was  reared  in 
the  usual  manner  of  farm  lads,  working 
in  the  fields  and  meadows  when  not 
occupied  with  the  duties  of  the  school- 
room. He  resided  with  his  parents  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years 
and  was  then  married  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1877,  to  Miss  Susan  Josephine 
Barnes,  who  was  born  in  Salem  town- 
ship, Henry  county,  December  18,  1853, 
a  daughter  of  Noah  and  Rosanna  (Too- 
thacher)  Barnes,  the  former  a  native  of 
Maine  and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  ^Mrs. 
Taylor  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  in  her  girlhood  days  was 
trained  in  the  duties  of  the  household,  so 
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that  she  was  well  qualified  to  take  charge 
of  a  home  of  her  own  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage.  Three  children  have  blessed 
this  union :  Rosa  Blanche,  who  was  born 
January  23,  1880,  and  is  now  the  \vife 
of  John  Hull  of  Hillsboro,  Iowa ;  Hattie 
Belle,  who  was  born  September  7.  1881, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Ed  R.  Holliday,  a  resi- 
dent of  Hillsboro:  and  Adelbert,  born 
May  16,  1891,  and  is  yet  with  his  parents. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  Taylor  and 
his  bride  took  up  their  abode  upon  a  farm 
owned  by  her  father  on  section  29,  Sa- 
lem township.  He  has  since  carried  on 
general  farming  and  has  also  raised 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  having  pur- 
chased the  farm  he  now  owns,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  good  land,  of 
which  sixty  acres  is  covered  w-ith  timber. 
When  the  place  came  into  his  possession 
it  was  well  improved.  There  is  upon  the 
farm  a  comfortable  residence  of  eight 
rooms  together  with  halls  and  closets  and 
in  the  fall  of  1895  he  installed  a  furnace 
and  heating  plant,  which  keeps  the  house 
at  a  comfortable  temperature  throughout. 
In  his  farm  work  Mr.  Taylor  is  meeting 
with  creditable  success.  System  is  the 
watchword  of  every  enterprising  business 
man  of  the  present  day,  and  system  is 
manifest  in  the  business  interests  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  who  carefully  directs  his  farm 
work,  giving  supervision  to  every  detail 
and  as  the  years  have  gone  by  he  has  met 
with  a  very  desirable  measure  of  pros- 
perity. He  lives  peaceably  with  all  men, 
is  of  a  genial  temperament  and  jovial  dis- 
position and  his  good  nature  renders  him 
popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends.  He 
votes  with  the  Republican  party,  but  has 
no  aspiration  for  office. 


FRANK  A.  PETERSON. 

Frank  A.  Peterson,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Scott  township,  was  born  in 
\\^ayne  township,  this  county,  August  28, 
1869.  As  the  name  indicates,  he  is  of 
Sw^edish  lineage,  his  parents  being  John 
P.  and  Hannah  (Benson)  Peterson,  who 
were  natives  of  Sweden.  In  early  life  the 
father,  leaving  his  native  country,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America  and  made  his  way 
to  Galesburg.  Illinois.  There  he  was 
employed  in  various  ways  that  would 
yield  an  honest  living  until  1849,  when  he 
joined  a  party  driving  ox  teams  across 
the  plains.  He  acted  as  one  of  the  hunt- 
ers of  that  party  to  furnish  a  supply  of 
fresh  meat.  They  were  six  months  on  the 
w^a5^  experiencing  the  usual  hardships  and 
difficulties  of  that  long  journey  over  the 
arid  plains  of  the  w^est  and  through  the 
mountain  passes,  but  ultimately  their 
eyes  were  gladdened  by  the  sight  of  the 
green  valleys  of  California.  Mr.  Peter- 
son remained  upon  the  Pacific  coast  for 
about  five  years  and  then  took  passage  on 
a  sailing-Vessel  from  San  Francisco  bound 
for  Sweden.  After  spending  a  year  in 
his  native  land  he  returned  to  Galesburg, 
where  he  was  married  and  soon  after- 
w^ard  he  removed  to  Wayne  township, 
Henry  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres.  His  time  and  energies 
were  afterward  devoted  to  the  tilling  of 
the  soil  and  the  care  of  his  crops  and  he 
continued  his  active  farm  labor  until  his 
death  in  May,  1895.  His  w4dow  still 
resides  upon  the  home  place. 

Frank  A.  Peterson  w^as  sent  to  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  home  and  when  not 
occupied  with  his  text-books  he  aided  in 
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the  labors  of  the  farm,  remaining  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
when  he  started  out  upon  an  independent 
business  career.  He  first  made  a  trip  to 
Kansas  which  consumed  three  months  and 
after  his  return  he  worked  at  farm  labor 
for  two  years,  when,  hoping  that  his 
labors  might  more  directly  benefit  him- 
self, he  rented  land  from  his  uncle,  Nels 
Clen,  and  continued  the  cultivation  of  that 
property  for  a  year.  Later,  with  a  partner, 
he  rented  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
ninety  acres,  which  he  conducted  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  operated  land 
near  his  mother's  farm,  making  his  home 
with  her  for  a  year,  at  the  end  of  which 
period  he  cultivated  a  rented  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  for  about 
twelve  months. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1898,  Mr.  Peter- 
son was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alma 
Carlson,  who  was  born  in  W^ayne  to^^•n- 
ship,  Henry  county,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Clara  (Morgan)  Carlson,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Sweden.  Mrs. 
Peterson  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  was  trained  to  the  labors  of 
the  household,  so  that  she  was  well  quali- 
fied to  take  charge  of  a  home  of  her  own 
at  the- time  of  her  marriage.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  w^ith  one  son,  John  Leslie 
Reynolds,  born  November  11,  1903. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Peterson  con- 
tinued to  operate  a  rented  farm  for  two 
years  in  Wayne  township,  after  which  he 
spent  a  similar  period  upon  his  father-in- 
law's  farm  in  the  same  township.  His 
industry  and  economy  having  brought  to 
him  some  capital  he  then  made  invest- 
ment in  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
southwest   c^uarter   of   section    19.      This 


was  improved  to  some  extent,  but  he  has 
carried  forward  the  work  of  development 
and  improvement  until  he  now  has  a 
splendid  farm  on  which  he  has  placed 
about  fourteen  thousand  tile,  so  that  the 
land  is  well  drained  and  has  thereby 
become  very  productive.  He  built  a  barn 
fourteen  by  forty-four  feet  and  also  a 
shed  for  his  hogs  thirty-six  by  fourteen 
feet.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
Poland  China  hogs,  keeping  on  hand 
about  sixty  head,  and  he  also  raises  a  few 
head  of  Hereford  cattle  each  year.  The 
fields  are  well  cultivated,  producing  rich 
crops  annually  and  he  is  prospering  in  his 
work  as  the  years  go  by.  In  politics  he  is 
a  republican  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church, 
while  in  the  community  where  they  reside 
thev  have  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends. 


AUGUST  TYRSON. 

August  Tyrson,  who  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  in  \\'ayne  township,  was 
born  in  Sweden — a  country  which  has 
furnished  a  large  number  of  valued  citi- 
zens to  Henry  county,  for  the  sons  of  that 
land  are  usually  men  of  unfaltering  indus- 
try and  thorough  reliability,  who  while 
advancing  individual  interests  also  per- 
form the  service  of  loyal  and  faithful 
citizenship.  Mr.  Tyrson  is  certainly  a 
worthy  representative  of  this  class.  His 
birth  occurred  March  24,  1833.  his  par- 
ents being  Peter  and  Carrie  ^I.  ( EdlaiuH 
Tvrson.    He  never  had  the  opportunity  of 
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attending  school,  but  learned  to  read  at 
home  and  has  obtained  his  knowledge 
through  observation  and  reading'.  In  the 
school  of  experience,  too,  he  has  learned 
many  valuable  lessons  and  is  a  practical 
business  man.  In  his  early  life  lie  learned 
the  tailor's  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
Sweden  until  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
after  which  he  devoted  three  years'  time 
to  farm  labor  in  his  native  country. 
Believing  that  he  would  have  better  busi- 
ness opportunities  in  the.  new  world,  how- 
ever, he  sailed  for  the  United  States  and 
in  1869  arri^'ed  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  after 
which  he  devoted  one  year  to  farm  labor. 
He  then  went  to  Biggsville.  Henderson 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  on  a 
farm  until  the  winter  of  1879.  At  that 
time  he  came  to  Swedesburg,  Iowa,  and 
was  again  employed  at  farm  labor  until 
1 881,  when  with  the  capital  he  had  saved 
from  his  earnings  he  invested  in  fortv 
acres  of  land  on  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  22,  Wayne  township.  This  had 
been  placed  under  cultivation  at  the  time 
and  he  has  since  continued  the  work  of 
improvement  and  development.  He  has 
remodeled  the  house  and  built  an  addi- 
tion thereto  twenty  by  thirty  feet.  He 
has  likewise  added  to  the  place  the  neces- 
sary buildings  for  the  shelter  of  grain 
and  stock  and  there  are  now  good  barns 
and  sheds,  while  the  land  is  well  tiled,  so 
that  the  fields  have  become  very  arable. 
He  carries  on  general  farming,  having 
good  crops  of  corn  and  other  cereals  and 
he  raises  about  twenty  head  of  hogs  e:ich 
year. 

In  April,  1881.  :\Ir.  Tyrson  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Ellen  Anderson,  who 
was  born  in  Swerlen  and  attended  school 


in  that  country.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children :  Elmer,  who  was 
born  Xovember  4,  1882  :  Melvin,  who  was 
born  July  i,  1884;  Tollie,  who  was 
adopted  by  Charles  Burke,  of  Swedes- 
burg: and  Ada,  born  September  19,  1888. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  on  the  31st  of 
January,  1890,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Swedesburg  cemetery.  Mr.  Tyrson  and 
his  son  Elmer  are  now  keeping  house 
together,  while  ]\Ielvin  is  attending  the 
business  college  at  Dixon,  Illinois.  Mr. 
Tyrson  has  now  passed  the  Psalmist's 
allotted  span  of  three  score  years  and  ten. 
He  has  led  a  busy  life  characterized  by 
unfaltering  industry  and  perseverance  and 
in  those  qualities  are  found  the  source  of 
his  success.  He  made  no  mistake  in  seek- 
ing a  home  in  the  new  world,  having 
never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  decision 
in  this  matter,  for  here  he  has  found  good 
business  opportunities,  which  he  has  im- 
proved and  thus  won  a  comfortable  com- 
petence. A\'hile  never  an  aspirant  for 
public  ofiice,  he  always  gives  stalwart  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  party  and  his  reli- 
gious belief  is  manifested  by  his  member- 
ship in  the  Lutheran  church. 


JOSEPH  BROWN. 

Joseph  Brown,  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Re- 
l)ecca  (Besen)  Brown,  \vas  born  in  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  i8th 
of  May,  1807,  and  after  many  years'  resi- 
dence in  Henry  count}'  reparted  this  life 
honored  and   respected  by  all   who  knew 
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him  because  of  an  upright,  straightforward 
career.  In  early  hfe  he  became  a  resident 
of  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  and  afterward 
took  up  his  abode  in  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio.  In  1842  he  arrived  in  Iowa,  locat- 
ing near  Lowell,  where  he  built  a  home 
aid  mill,  which  he  operated  for  many 
years,  being  thus  closely  associated  with 
industrial  interests.  He  had  previously 
learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-making,  and 
while  residing  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
had  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
en goods,  so  that  at  different  times  he  has 
been  connected  with  varied  industrial  in- 
terests. He  continued  as  a  woolen  manu- 
facturer for  eight  years,  and  following  his 
removal  to  Iowa  he  engaged  in  the  opera- 
tion of  a  feed  mill  and  also  in  the  conduct 
of  a  sawmill.  At  a  later  day  he  built  a 
larger  grist  mill  across  the  river,  now 
owned  by  Mr.  Lewis.  He  gave  strict  at- 
tention to  his  business  affairs,  neglecting 
no  detail  and  his  enterprising  efforts  re- 
sulted in  the  acc^uirement  of  success.  As 
he  prospered  he  invested  in  land  and  be- 
came the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  he  divided  between  his  heirs 
and  widow. 

It  w-as  in  1837  that  Mr.  Brown  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Jane  Alexan- 
der, who  was  born  in  Maiyland  in  1808 
and  who  died  in  Ohio  in  October,  1840. 
For  his  second  wife  he  chose  ]\Iary  Smith, 
whom  he  wedded  on  the  loth  of  August, 
1843.  She  was  born  in  North  Carolina 
in  1808  and  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  January,  i860,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  John 
Jackman.  For  his  third  wife  our  subject 
chose  Hannah  Brown,  who  was  1)orn  in 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  October  20.  1825, 


a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Leah  (Hester) 
Brown.  This  wedding  was  celebrated  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1862,  and  was  blessed 
with  two  children :  Justus,  born  July  27, 
1864,  and  Amelia,  who  was  born  May 
14,  1869,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Mor- 
row, a  merchant  of  Lowell. 

Mr.  Brown  was  veiw  prominent  and  in- 
fluential in  community  affairs.  He  held 
all  of  the  school  offices  and  in  i860  was 
elected  county  supervisor  for  Baltimore 
township,  to  which  position  he  was  re- 
elected in  1 86 1,  serving  in  all  for  three 
years.  The  name  of  AlcCarverstown  was 
originally  given  to  the  village  of  Lowell, 
but  Mr.  Brown  proposed  changing  the 
name  to  Lowell  because  of  the  superior 
water  privileges  here  found,  and  this  was 
done  in  the  fall  of  1842.  He  was  led  to 
the  choice  of  Lowell  as  a  place  of  residence 
because  of  its  facilities  for  the  conduct  of 
manufacturing  plants  supplied  by  its  water 
power.  Mr.  Brown  had  been  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  or 
Quakers,  but  left  that  organization  because 
of  trouble  which  arose  among  the  sect. 
He  then  became  identified  with  the  Pres- 
byterian church  in  1838.  and  after  estab- 
lishing his  home  in  Lowell  joined  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,-  in  which  he 
held  various  offices.  His  life  was  ever 
upright  and  honorable  and  in  all  his  busi- 
ness dealings  he  was  straightforward  and 
reliable.  His  political  allegiance  was  gi\en 
to  the  democracy  and  he  was  very  deeply 
interested  in  his  party  and  its  success. 
He  took  a  \tvy  helpful  and  active  part  in 
proiiKiting  public  progress  and  improve- 
ment in  this  county  in  an  early  day,  and 
indeed  continued  a  valued  factor  in  public 
life  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise. 
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His  son,  Justus  Brown,  lives  with  his 
motlier  and  is  superintending-  the  farming 
interests.  The  home  farm,  which  is  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Brown,  comprises 
sixty  acres  and  Mr.  Morrow  owns  twenty 
acres  that  were  taken  from  the  original 
tract.  Xo  histor}-  of  this  section  of  the 
state  would  be  complete  without  mention 
of  the  Brown  family,  for  from  early  pio- 
neer times  its  representatives  have  been 
prominent  in  tlie  work  of  development 
and  upbuilding  here. 


WILLIAM  HEXRY  TAYLOR. 

William  Henry  Taylor,  for  many  years 
a  well  known  resident  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
September  lo.  1816,  a  son  of  Horace 
and  Hannah  (Ballou)  Taylor.  The 
father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  had 
a  contract  for  making  army  shoes  during 
the  war  of  181 2.  In  the  year  18 18  he 
removed  to  Lewis  county.  New  York, 
where  he  secured  government  land,  and 
in  addition  to  shoemaking  he  carried  on 
general  fanning.  His  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  Horace  Ballou,  one  of 
the  founders  of  Universalism  in  this  coun- 
try. Horace  Taylor  and  his  family  re- 
mained residents  of  Lewis  county  for 
about  ten  years,  their  home  being  near  the 
west  shore  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  it  was 
there  that  the  boyhood  days  of  ^^'illiam 
Henr}'  Taylor  were  passed,  amid  the 
trials,  privations  and  hardships  incident  to 
pioneer  life.     He  was  one  of  a  family  of 


nine  children,  and  in  1828,  the  parents, 
with  their  sons  and  daughters,  removed 
from  the  Empire  state  to  Middlebury. 
Vermont,  where  the  children  found  em- 
ployment in  the  factories  of  that  city.  The 
father  continued  to  make  his  home  there 
until  called  to  his  final  rest. 

In  the  schools  of  Middlebury  \\'illiam 
H.  Taylor  completed  his  education,  and 
later  was  apprenticed  to  a  harness-maker, 
with  whom  he  remained  for  five  years, 
beginning  in  1829.  During  that  period 
he  received  only  his  board  and  clothing  in 
remuneration  for  his  sendees.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  emigrated  with  a 
brother  and  others  to  \\'hitehall.  being 
three  weeks  in  making  the  journey  on  a 
canal  boat.  He  spent  a  few  weeks  in  Buf- 
falo. New  York,  and  a  short  time  in  Cleve- 
land. Ohio,  after  which  he  went  to  Athens. 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  La- 
ter he  located  in  Marietta.  Ohio,  and  after 
a  year  or  two  spent  in  the  service  of  others 
he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count and  built  up  a  good  trade.  He  con- 
tinued at  that  point  until  1856.  and  was 
a  first-class  workman.  He  became  so 
favorably  known  as  an  expert  judge  of 
leather  that  he  was  placed  on  the  commit- 
tee on  leather  at  the  state  fair. 

In  the  year  1856.  however.  Mr.  Taylor 
left  Ohio  and  came  with  his  family  to 
]\Iount  Pleasant.  Iowa,  where  he  resumed 
business  in  the  same  line.  Here  he  met 
with  excellent  success,  continuing  in  that 
department  of  labor  for  a  number  of 
vears.  when  he  closed  out  his  business  and 
retired  to  a  fine  fruit  farm  of  thirty  acres 
south  of  the  town,  which  he  had  previ- 
ously purchased.  As  a  harness  and  sad- 
dlery merchant  he  had  become  a  leading 
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factor  in  commercial  circles  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  his  business  grew  to  ex- 
tensive and  profitable  proportions,  so  that 
he  was  enabled  to  spend  the  evening  of  life 
in  retirement  from  commercial  pursuits. 
Indolence  and  idleness,  however,  were  ut- 
terly foreign  to  his  nature,  and  he  occu- 
pied his  time  with  superintending  his  fruit 
farm.  He  was  always  a  lover  of  fine 
fruit,  deeply  interested  in  the  study  of 
horticulture  and  in  its  practical  depart- 
ment, and  on  his  farm  he  gave  special  at- 
tention to  small  fruits,  being  particularly 
interested  in  the  culture  of  strawberries. 
He  was  very  successful  in  this,  and  propa- 
gated a  number  of  new  varieties,  one  of 
which  he  named  the  Frances,  in  honor  of 
his  little  granddaughter.  He  was  a  man 
of  unusual  vigor  and  energy,  for  the  years 
rested  lightly  upon  him,  and  although 
quite  aged  he  attended  strictly  to  business 
until  within  a  few  months  of  his  death. 

In  early  manhood  Mr.  Taylor  was  mar- 
ried to  ]\Iiss  Susan  H.  Talbott,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Jemima  J.  (Broome) 
Talbott,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  Oc- 
tober 28,  1838,  at  Alarietta,  Ohio,  where 
^Irs.  Taylor  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated, making  her  home  there  until  her 
marriage.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Dighton,  Massachusetts,  was  a  representa- 
tive of  an  old  Puritan  family,  and  always 
displayed  the  strong  principles  and  honor- 
able conduct  so  characteristic  of  that  peo- 
ple. He  made  the  journey  westward  from 
Massachusetts  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  on 
horseback,  for  the  time  was  long  prior  to 
the  era  of  railroad  transportation.  He 
married  Mrs.  Jemima  J.  Smith  (nee 
Broome),  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  but 
spent  her  later  life  in  Marietta.    Unto  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  Taylor  were  born  eight  children. 
Sarah  E.,  the  eldest,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Dr.  T.  L.  Andrews,  of  Mount  Pleasant. 
Benjamin  Franklin  was  a  member  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  died  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  from  dis- 
ease contracted  during  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  \\'illiam  H.  was  for  many  years 
postmaster  and  business  man  at  Garden 
Plains,  Kansas,  which  town  was  laid  out 
by  our  subject,  wdio  bought  the  first  land 
there.  Mary  S.  is  deceased.  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  Clinton  M.  Shultz,  now  of  Chi- 
cago. Laura  J.  is  the  widow  of  William 
Van  Benthuysen,  formerly  managing  edi- 
tor of  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  the  New 
York  World.  Xellie  S.  is  the  deceased 
wife  of  Nelson  Culver,  of  Evanston,  Illi- 
nois.    Ralston  is  also  deceased. 

Air.  Taylor  died  August  31,  1896,  and 
Mrs.  Taylor  passed  away  December  21, 
1 89 1,  the  funeral  services  of  the  former 
being  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Cole 
and  Rev.  O.  M.  Rogers,  and  of  the  latter 
by  the  Rev.  O.  '\i.  Rogers.  Both  enjoyed 
the  high  regard  and  sincere  respect  of 
many  warm  friends.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a 
man  of  strict  integrity,  inflexible  in  his 
adherence  of  the  right,  and  yet  of  much 
charity  for  the  failings  of  others.  He  was 
straightforward  in  all  of  his  dealings,  was 
an  intelligent  man,  keeping  in  touch  with 
modern  thought.  He  took  great  interest 
in  political  and  religious  questions,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  the  duty  as  well  as-  the 
privilege  of  every  citizen  to  support  the 
movements  and  measures  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  for  the  general  welfare.  In 
his  family  he  was  a  kind  father  and  de- 
voted husband,  and  his  life  is  in  many  re- 
spects exemplary,  so  that  his  name  is  hon- 
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ored  and   his  memory   revered   by  those 
who  knew  him. 


EDWARD  C.   HIXKLE. 

Edward  C.  Hinkle.  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Hinkle  &  Stinson,  owners  and 
editors  of  the  \\'infield  Beacon  and  also 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  eastern  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Calhoun  county,  ^Michigan,  December  31, 
1 84 1.  His  father,  Charles  Hinkle.  was 
a  native  of  Philadelphia.  Pennsylvania, 
born  in  1800,  and  after  arriving  at  years 
of  maturity  he  wedded  Lucy  Calander,  a 
native  of  the  state  of  Xew  York.  She 
died  when  their  son  Edward  was  but 
eighteen  months  of  age,  and  the  father 
afterward  married  Lovina  Chase,  who 
was  also  born  in  Xew  York.  \\'ith  his 
family  he  made  his  way  westward  to 
Michigan,  where  he  lived  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  in  March,  1854,  he  went  to 
Wintield,  Henry  county.  Iowa,  and  soon 
afterward  purchased  a  farm  in  Scott 
township,  two  miles  east  of  Winfield. 
His  remaining  days  were  devoted  to  agri- 
cultural interests  in  this  part  of  the  state 
and  he  died  upon  the  old  farm  home- 
stead in  1880.  His  widow  subsequently 
removed  to  W'infield  and  made  her  home 
with  Edward  C.  Hinkle  up  to  the  time 
of  her  death  in  1888. 

Edward  C.  Hinkle  began  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  ^Michigan  and  when  a 
youth  of  thirteen  years  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Iowa,  where  he  continued  his 


studies  in  the  public  schools.  He  lived 
upon  the  home  farm  and  assisted  in  its 
cultivation  and  improvement  until  1879, 
when  he  came  to  Winfield  and  entered  the 
printing  office  of  the  Winfield  Beacon. 
remaining  there  for  a  year,  the  paper  be- 
ing conducted  by  J.  J.  Hardin  and  his 
wife.  In  1880  Mr.  Hinkle  purchased  the 
outfit  arid  continued  the  publication  of  the 
Beacon  until  1888,  when  he  admitted  J. 
R.  Stinson  to  an  equal  partnership  under 
the  firm  style  of  Hinkle  &  Stinson.  This 
relation  has  since  been  maintained  with 
mutual  pleasure  and  profit.  He  started 
business  with  a  hand  press,  but  has  im- 
proved the  plant  from  time  to  time,  and 
in  1897  he  put  in  a  two  and  a  half  horse 
power  steam  engine  and  one  of  the  best 
cylinder  presses  in  the  county,  also  a 
folder.  He  likewise  has  a  large  jub 
press  and  paper  cutter  and  in  fact  has  a 
well  equipped  newspaper  and  job  office, 
and  is  doing  a  good  business  in  both  de- 
partments. The  Beacon  is  a  bright, 
newsy  sheet  and  has  a  good  circulation 
which  renders  it  an  excellent  advertising 
medium  and  its  patronage  in  this  direc- 
tion is  also  extensive  and  profitable. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1884,  Mr.  Hin- 
kle was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Frances  \\' ise,  who  was  born  in  Winona, 
Illinois,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Morgan  and 
Jane  ( Hoge)  \\'ise,  both  of  whom  are 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  parents 
came  to  \\'infield  in  1879,  and  the  father 
was  engaged  in  the  draying  business  un- 
til 1895,  when  he  sold  out,  and  having 
become  the  possessor  of  a  comfortable 
competence  he  is  now  living  retired  from 
further  business  cares.  He  owns  four 
town   lots   which   are   planted   to   grapes 
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and  other  fruit  and  he  raises  more  grapes 
than  any  other  man  in  this  section. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinkle  have  been 
born  three  children :  Ethel,  born  June 
29,  1886;  Pearl,  October  11,  1888;  and 
Charles,  January  9,  1893.  All  are  at 
home.  Mr.  Hinkle  owns  his  residence  as 
well  as  his  printing  office  and  the  home 
is  noted  for  its  gracious  and  warm- 
hearted hospitality.  Mr.  Hinkle  belongs 
to  the  Xew  church  and  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He 
is  independent  in  politics,  supporting  men 
and  measures  rajiher  than  party.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which 
he  has  ser\'ed  as  secretary  for  many 
years.  He  is  also  commander  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  is  adjutant 
in  Hobart  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, of  which  he  is  a  charter  member. 
He  is  entitled  to  membership  in  this  or- 
ganization from  the  fact  that  he  enlisted 
in  November,  1864,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany C,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
served  until  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  honorably  discharged  in  Decem- 
ber, 1866.  He  was  in  the  department  of 
the  gulf,  served  in  the  battles  of  ]\Io- 
bile,  Spanish  Fort  and  numerous  skir- 
mishes and  engagements  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  He  proved  his  loyalty  and 
bravery  under  fire  and  ever  faithfully  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  soldier,  so  that 
he  returned  home  with  a  creditable  mili- 
tary record.  He  has  an  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  pioneer  experiences  and  condi- 
tions in  Henry  county.  When  the  family 
removed  to  Winfield  the  town  contained 
but  one  house  and  that  a  very  small  one. 
There  was  not  a  buggy  nor  spring  wagon 


m  Scott  township.  He  drove  cattle  to 
break  the  prairie  on  what  is  now  Main 
street  in  Winfield,  driving  across  a  tract 
for  a  half  mile  and  using  from  four  to 
five  yoke  of  oxen  to  the  breaking  plow. 
This  was  indeed  a  rural  district  with  few 
of  the  evidences  and  improvements 
known  to  the  older  civilization  of  the 
east.  Deer  were  frec|uently  seen  in  large 
herds  and  venison  was  no  unusual  meat 
upon  the  family  board.  \\'olves  and  other 
wild  beasts  were  frequently  seen  and  the 
county  was  largely  as  it  came  from  the 
hand  of  nature,  the  work  of  improvement 
and  development  being  scarcely  begun. 
The  Hinkle  family  have  always  borne 
their  full  share  in  the  work  of  public 
progress  and  improvement  and  Mr.  Hin- 
kle has  done  much  to  stimulate  agricul- 
tural development,  especially  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  official  prerogatives  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Eastern  Iowa  District  Fair, 
which  holds  its  meetings  at  Winfield.  He 
acted  as  secretary  from  1895  until  1905. 
As  a  private  citizen  and  through  the  col- 
umns of  his  paper  he  champions  many 
measures  for  the  general  good. 


JOSEPH  SHORT. 

Joseph  Short,  whose  home  farm  in 
Baltimore  township  comjirises  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  acres  and  whose 
landed  possessions  aggregate  six  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  acres,  making  him  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  Henry  county. 
was  born  on  the  19th  day  of  November, 
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185 1,  in  the  township  where  he  stih 
makes  his  home,  his  parents  being  Alex- 
ander and  Mary  (Arnold)  Short,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of 
Rhode  Island.  The  father  removed  from 
the  Buckeye  state  to  Henry  county  with 
team  and  wagon  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Baltimore  township.  In  connection  with 
a  brother  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twelve  acres  on  section  18.  This 
was  largely  covered  with  timber,  few  im- 
provements as  yet  having  been  made,  but 
he  began  to  clear  away  the  trees,  plow 
the  land  and  improve  the  property.  In 
the  course  of  time  he  added  thirty  acres 
to  the  place  and  he  also  invested  in  sev- 
eral others  farms  in  different  parts  of  the 
county,  becoming  one  of  the  extensive 
landowners.  It  was  after  his  arrival  in 
Iowa  that  Alexander  Short  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Arnold  and  they  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  where 
their  son  Joseph  now  resides.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  they  w^ere  classed  with  the 
farming  people  of  this  locality  but  event- 
ually removed  to  Mount  Pleasant  about 
1875,  and  remained  residents  of  that  city 
until  called  to  their  final  rest.  In  their 
family  were  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. 

Joseph  Short,  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  lived  with  his  parents  up  to  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  on 
the  2d  of  December,  1875,  Miss  Cath- 
erine Smith  becoming  his  wife.  She  was 
born  in  Lowell,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  N.  R. 
and  Mary  Ann  Welton  (Shelliday) 
Smith.  Mr.  Short  had  a  half  sister  and 
one  own  sister.  Following  their  marriage 
Joseph  Short  rented  the  old  homestead, 


his  parents  removing  in  the  same  year  to 
]\Iount  Pleasant  and  there  he  lived  for  a 
number  of  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
with  the  capital  he  had  acquired,  he  made 
purchase  of  the  property,  comprising  two 
hundred  and  forty-two  acres  of  rich  and 
arable  land.  He  has  remodeled  all  of  the 
buildings,  which  are  in  an  excellent  state 
of  repair  and  he  has  also  buik  a  hay  and 
cattle  barn  eighty-two  by  fifty-two  feet 
and  a  double  corn  crib.  He  has  likewise 
added  to  his  landed  possessions  until  he 
now  owns  sixty  acres  in  Jackson  town- 
ship and  ninety-four  acres  in  Baltimore 
township  aside  from  the  home  farm, 
while  his  wife  owns  seventy-eight  acres, 
making  a  total  of  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  acres.  The  land  is  all  well  improved, 
in  good  shape,  and  he  has  four  houses 
upon  the  different  farms.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  raises  cattle,  horses 
and  Poland  China  hogs  and  is  now  breed- 
ing to  thoroughbreds.  Everything  about 
his  place  is  in  well  kept  condition  and  the 
fields  return  rich  harvests,  while  in  the 
pastures  are  found  good  grades  of  stock 
that  command  excellent  prices  on  the  mar- 
ket. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Short  have  been 
born  five  children:  Mary  Alta,  William 
H.,  O.  E.,  Hazel  and  Norine,  all  at  home. 
About  1 90 1  Mr.  Short  became  ill  with 
asthma  and  went  to  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado,  for  his  health,  returning  after 
three  months.  He  gives  his  political 
allegiance  to  the  Democracy,  but  has  nev- 
er sought  or  desired  office,  concentrating 
his  energies  upon  his  business  affairs, 
which  have  constantly  grown  in  extent 
and  importance  until  his  landed  posses- 
sions are  now  valuable  and  he  is  a  lead- 
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ing  representative  of  agricultural  inter- 
ests in  his  native  county.  In  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  resides  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  those  who  know  him. 


GEORGE  E.   SMITH,   AI.  D. 

Dr.  George  E.  Smith,  practicing  along 
modern,  scientific  lines  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
was  born  in  Elmwood,  Peoria  county,  II- 
hnois.  October  14,  1853,  his  parents  be- 
ing William  A.  and  Mary  R.  (Bevans) 
Smith.  The  father  was  a  farmer  there 
and  at  an  early  day  removed  from  Ohio 
to  Elmwood,  where  he  remained  until  he 
came  with  his  family  to  Mount  Pleasant. 
Here  he  lived  retired  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1877.  His  political 
allegiance  was  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Baptist  church.  The  latter  passed 
away  in  1883. 

Supplementing  his  common  school  edu- 
cation by  study  in  Howe's  Academy,  Dr. 
Smith  was  thus  prepared  for  a  collegiate 
course  which  he  pursued  in  the  Iowa 
Wesleyan  University.  His  more  specific- 
ally literary  education  being  completed, 
he  began  preparation  for  a  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery  as  a  student  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  Marsh,  a  prominent  physi- 
cian, who  directed  his  reading  until  he 
entered  Hahneman  Medical  College,  at 
Chicago.  Completing  the  full  course  in 
that  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1880  and  returning  to  Mount 
Pleasant    opened  an   office  for    practice. 


Here  he  has  since  remained  and  his  pro- 
fessional career  has  been  characterized  by 
consecutive  progress  until  he  stands  today 
as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful members  of  the  medical  fraternity 
in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  has  a  splen- 
didly ec[uipped  suite  of  rooms  constituting 
model  offices  in  his  own  block  on  North 
Main  street.  The  reception  room  is 
eighteen  by  ninety  feet.  There  is  also  a 
private  office,  an  X-ray  room,  a  micro- 
scropic  room  and  all  of  the  latest  improve- 
ments, and  facilities  and  equipments 
known  to  medical  and  surgical  science. 
Dr.  Smith  belongs  to  the  State  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Society  and  through  con- 
tinued reading  keeps  in  touch  with  the  ad- 
vanced thought  of  the  profession.  While 
never  entirely  discarding  the  old  and  time- 
tried  practices,  the  value  of  which  has 
been  proven,  he  nevertheless  readily  takes 
up  new  ideas  that  promise  to  be  of  prac- 
tical use  in  his  professional  service.  No 
other  line  of  life  displays  such  marked 
progress  as  does  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine, owing  to  the  continued  research,  ex- 
periment and  inventions  that  have  been 
made,  and  Dr.  Smith  in  his  practice  em- 
ploys all  the  latest  devices  which  prove 
an  effective  force  in  the  alleviation  of  suf- 
fering and  the  restoration  of  health.  He 
has  built  in  Mount  Pleasant  a  fine,  double 
business  block  on  North  Main  street, 
which  is  used  for  store  and  office 
purposes. 

In  1893  Dr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss 
Theresa  Jones,  of  this  city,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Georgia,  and  Marcus.  Fra- 
ternally the  Doctor  is  connected  with 
Mount  Pleasant  Lodge,  No.  8.  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  chapter 
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No.  8,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Jerusalem 
Commandery,  No.  7.  Knights  Templar, 
and  El  Kahir  Temple  of  the  ]\Iystic 
Shrine,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  he  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office.  For  many  years  a  resident  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  he  is  respected  for  his 
high  standard  of  professional  ethics  and 
of  citizenship,  as  well  as  for  a  genial, 
courteous  manner  that  makes  him  popu- 
lar with  a  laro-e  circle  of  friends. 


JOSEPH  BOYD  ALLEN.  M.  D. 

Dr.  Joseph  Boyd  Allen,  who  for  many 
years  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  surgery  and  still  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years  writes  prescriptions 
and  does  some  office  work  in  the  line  of 
his  profession,  was  born  in  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Ra- 
chael  (Green)  Allen.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  one  hundred 
and  two  years  of  age.  There  is  no  very 
extended  history,  however,  of  the  ances- 
try of  Dr.  Allen,  for  both  of  his  par- 
ents died  when  he  was  less  than  ten  years 
of  age.  so  he  learned  little  concerning  the 
stock  from  which  he  sprang.  His  father 
was  a  major  in  the  war  of  18 12  and  was 
with  Hull  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  of 
Detroit,  after  which  he  was  exchanged, 
together    with    other    American    soldiers. 


with  the  Canadian  prisoners.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  his  political 
support  was  given  to  the  Democracy.  Li 
the  famih^  w'ere  four  children,  of  whom 
two  are  yet  living.  Jane,  the  eldest  of 
the  family,  became  the  wife  of  Julius 
Beech  and  both  are  now  deceased.  They 
had  five  children :  Thomas ;  Augustus, 
who  married  Leah  Isamon ;  George;  Eu- 
gene, who  wedded  Lillian  Piper;  and 
Lucy,  who  became  the  wife  of  Colby 
Smutz  and  is  living  in  Nebraska.  Alfred 
Augustus  Allen,  the  second  member  of 
the  father's  family,  married  Sarah  Heel 
and  after  her  death  wedded  Nancy  Ma- 
loy,  who  is  also  now^  deceased.  Thomas 
Green,  the  third  member  of  the  family, 
has  passed  away. 

Dr.  Allen,  the  youngest  member  of 
the  household,  was  educated  in  Cumber- 
land, Ohio,  and  aftervi^ard  read  medicine 
in  that  state  until  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  practicing  in  Indiana. 
In  1845  he  removed  to  Monmouth,  ^^'ar- 
ren  county,  Illinois,  where  he  practiced 
for  ten  years  and  in  1854  came  to  Hills- 
boro.  where  he  has  since  remained,  prac- 
ticing as  a  physician  of  the  regular  or 
allopathic  school.  He  has  also  displayed 
splendid  ability  as  a  surgeon  and  has  oc- 
cupied a  position  of  prominence  in  the 
ranks  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  this 
county  because  of  his  superior  ability. 

Dr.  Allen  gave  his  early  political 
support  to  the  ^^'hig  party  and  has  been 
a  stanch  republican  since  the  organization 
of  that  party.  He  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  both  in  Illinois 
and  Iowa,  but  otherwise  had  held  no  of- 
fice, preferring  to  concentrate  his  energies 
upon   his  professional   duties.      He   is  a 
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Mason  of  Belmont  Lodge,  No.  451,  An- 
cient Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  for 
many  years  was  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  at  one  time  he  served 
as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  church, 
to  which  he  belonged,  but  there  is  no 
organization  of  that  denomination  in 
Hillsboro. 

Dr.  Allen  has  been  married  twice. 
He  first  wedded  Miss  Dorothy  Ham- 
mond, a  native  of  Alabama,  whose  father 
was  a  lawyer.  She  was  born  December 
27,  1827,  was  married  May  27.  1845.  ^"^^ 
died  in  1854.  the  interment  being  made 
at  Little  York,  Illinois.  By  this  mar- 
riage there  were  three  children.  Rich- 
ard Eugene,  born  ]\Iarch  12.  1846,  in 
Little  York,  Illinois,  is  now  living  with 
his  sister  in  Hillsboro.  Mary  A.,  born 
January  12,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  Cyrus 
Newbold,  of  Hillsboro,  and  has  had  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Edwin 
Allen,  the  younger  son  of  the  first  mar- 
riage, died  when  only  two  years  of  age, 
soon  after  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Allen  and 
his  family  in  Hillsboro.  The  daughter, 
Mrs.  Newbold.  has  five  children :  A\"illis 
B.,  who  married  Emily  Whitaker,  by 
whom  he  has  two  sons,  Joseph  and  Cy- 
rus, their  home  being  in  Farmington ; 
Otis  C,  who  married  Mrs.  Jessie  Newbold 
and  lives  in  Hlilsboro ;  Ellis  B.,  who  mar- 
ried Jessie  Cleve  and  resides  in  Milan, 
Kansas ;  Belle,  the  wife  of  Professor 
Wright,  of  Howe's  Academy,  in  Mount 
Pleasant;  and  George  E.  Newbold,  who 
married  Miss  Mae  Groves  and  lives  in 
Hillsboro.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Mina  A. 

On    the    1 8th  of  October.    1855.    Dr. 


Allen  married  Sarah  J.  Kimes,  of  Van 
Buren  county,  Iowa.  She  .was  born  in 
Cuba,  Illinois,  ]\Iarch  7,  1838,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  R.  P.  and  Priscilla  (Hull) 
Kimes.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
her  mother  in  New  Jersey.  He  was  a 
practicing  physician  and  died  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  thirty-six  years, 
his  remains  being  interred  in  St.  Louis. 
He  was  a  republican  and  served  as  post- 
master and  justice  of  the  peace  in  Illinois. 
He  was  making  his  home  in  Hillsboro  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  but  had  gone  to  St. 
Louis  on  business  and  there  passed  away. 
His  widow  still  survives  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-seven  3'ears  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  residents  of  Hillsboro  and  still 
quite  active  for  one  of  her  age.  She 
makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Allen.  In  the  family  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Kimes  were  three  children,  of  whom  two 
are  living.  After  the  death  of  the  Doctor 
his  widow  marriec^  John  Billingsly,  a 
farmer.  Royal  P.  Kimes,  a  younger 
brother  of  Mrs.  Allen,  is  living  in  Moul- 
ton,  Iowa.  Joseph  S.  Kimes  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Civil  war  and  served  for  three 
years  as  a  member'  of  Company  K,  Sixth 
Iowa  Infantry,  but  is  now  deceased.  By 
her  second  marriage  Mrs.  Billingsly  had 
two  children :  Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  \\\ 
Runyan,  of  Hillsboro;  and  Samuel  Bil- 
lingsly, of  Hillsboro,  who  married  Kate 
Woods,  and  has  three  sons,  Vernon, 
Ralph,  and  Roy,  all  in  Hillsboro. 

L'nto  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  have  been 
jjorn  five  children.  W.  S.  Allen,  born 
August  26,  1856,  in  Hillsboro,  was  mar- 
ried November  13,  1878,  to  Miss  Ella 
D.  McCormick.  He  is  a  lawyer  of  Birm- 
ingham, Iowa,  and  was  educated  at  Den- 
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mark  and  Iowa  Colleges,  graduating  in 
the  university  of  the  later  place  before  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Unto  him 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  children : 
Roy  D.  and  Grace  Helene,  both  of  whom 
are  students  in  the  public  school.  Louis 
Allen,  born  May  22,  1858,  in  Hillsboro, 
was  educated  in  Keokuk  Medical  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  and  is  now 
practicing  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa.  He 
married  Miss  Queen  V.  Goler  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Florence,  who  is  teach- 
ing music  in  Howe's  Academy.  Emma, 
born  March  11,  1861,  in  Hillsboro,  is  the 
wife  of  Elmer  Alton,  of  Birmingham, 
Iowa,  and  they  have  one  child,  Craig,  a 
furniture  dealer  and  undertaker.  Anna 
Belle  Allen,  born  May  22,  1863,  is  the 
wife  of  J.  M.  Harper,  a  fur  dealer  of 
Fairfield,  Iowa,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren:  Leslie  D.,  Zola,  and  Myrtle,  who 
are  attending  either  the  high  school  or 
Parson's  College,  in  Fairfield,  Iowa. 
Flora  Allen,  born  June  26,  1868,  died  Au- 
gust 8.  1869. 

There  is  now  no  citizen  living  in  Hills- 
boro that  was  here  when  Dr.  Allen 
came  to  the  village.  He  has  done  an  ex- 
cellent work  for  his  fellow  men,  not  only 
in  the  line  of  his  profession  but  also  in  his 
efforts  to  improve  the  village  and  pro- 
mote its  substantial  development.  The 
country  all  around  was  unbroken  and  the 
work  of  progress  had  scarcely  been  begun 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man  in  the  truest  and  best  sense  of 
the  term.  His  energy  and  ambition 
coupled  with  strong  mentality  and  force 
of  character  have  enabled  him  to  work  his 
way   steadily   upward   and   he   has   pros- 


pered in  business,  and  at  the  same  time 
has  done  much  charity  work.  Mrs.  Allen 
came  to  Hillsboro  when  a  little  girl,  there 
being  only  one  frame  building  in  the  town 
— the  Pope  Hotel.  The  family  lived  in  a 
log  house  until  the  father  could  build  a 
fram  dwelling  in  the  lot  where  the  Metho- 
odist  parsonage  now  stands.  He  had  to 
carry  pistols  in  those  early  days  to  pro- 
tect himself  from  the  attacks  of  the 
wolves  while  on  his  round  of  visits.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Allen  are  very  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  this  part  of  the  county 
and  his  life  history  indeed  forms  an  in- 
tegral chapter  in  the  annals  of  Hillsboro. 


WILLIAM  JASPER  ALLEN. 

William  Jasper  Allen,  who  is  serving 
as  postmaster  at  Wayland  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families 
of  Henry  county.  The  student  of  history 
cannot  carry  his  investigation  far  into  the 
records  of  this  portion  of  the  state  with- 
out learning  of  the  close  and  honorable 
connection  of  the  Aliens  with  the  agricul- 
tural development  of  this  locality.  Jack- 
son Allen,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  married  there 
to  Miss  Mary  Ann  ^Vade,  who  was  also 
born  in  that  state.  In  the  early  '40s  he 
made  arrangements  to  establish  his  home 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  came  to 
Henry  county,  settling  in  Jefferson  town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  converted  into  a  good  farm.  Pio- 
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neer  conditions  existed  at  that  early  day 
and  the  task  of  developing  new  land  was 
an  arduous  one,  but  Mr.  Allen  persistently 
carried  on  his  work  and  was  long  classed 
with  the  enterprising  agriculturists  of  his 
community.  He  resided  for  many  years 
upon  his  farm  and  then  removed  to  Way- 
land,  where  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in   1887. 

Rease  Allen,  son  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Jack- 
son Allen,  and  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ohio  and  was  a  young  lad  when 
his  parents  came  to  Iowa.  No  event  of 
special  importance  occurred  to  vary  the 
routine  of  farm  life  for  him  in  his  boy- 
hoods days.  After  arriving  at  years  of 
maturity  he  sought  a  companion  and  help- 
mate for  life's  journey  and  was  married 
to  Miss  Melissa  Warren,  also  a  native  of 
Ohio  and  a  daughter  of  William  O.  and 
Eliza  ( Edwards)  Warren,  whi .  iirst 
opened  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  the 
Buckeye  state.  They,  too,  became  early 
and  prominent  settlers  of  Henry  county, 
and  Mr.  Warren  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Way  land,  and  took  an  active  and  helpful 
part  in  promoting  the  early  moral  develop- 
ment of  the  community  .  At  the  time  of 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rease  Allen 
began  housekeeping  on  a  farm  southwest 
of  Wayland,  which  he  rented  and  which 
he  continued  to  cultivate  for  some  time. 
In  1885,  with  the  capital  saved  from  his 
earnings,  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land 
south  of  Wayland  and  there  he  \\\e.(\  for 
seven  years,  when,  in  1892,  he  disposed  of 
the  property  and  took  up  his  abode  in  the 
city  of  Wayland,  where  he  and  his  wife 
now     make    their   home.      Thev   are     re- 


spected and  worthy  pioneer  residents  of 
this  part  of  the  state,  and  are  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  their  part  of  the  coun- 
ty, having  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends. 
He  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty-fifth 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  served  three 
years,  being  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see, and  was  twice  wounded  in  a  slight 
manner.  He  served  in  all  of  the  important 
engagements  in  which  his  regiment  partic- 
ipated, being  in  the  noted  march  to  the 
sea,  and  also  in  the  grand  review,  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  was  dis- 
charged in  1865,  and  was  mustered  out 
at  Davenport,  Iowa,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  and  soon  after  married. 

William  Jasper  Allen  was  born  on  the 
old  home  farm  near  Wayland,  January  8, 
1867.  and  at  the  usual  age  entered  the  pub- 
lic schools,  therein  acc|uiring  a  fair  Eng- 
lish education.  He  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred when  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  It  was  on  the  28th  of  November, 
1889,  that  he  wedded  Miss  Nellie  Mc- 
Cuen,  \\\\o  was  born  in  Henry  county  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Wayland.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Harlan 
and  Sarah  (Lute)  McCuen  and  her  mater- 
nal grandparents  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  has  been 
blessed  with  two  sons  and  two  daughters : 
Inez,  born  August  9,  1891  ;  Warren  R., 
December  24,  1899;  Wayne,  March  22, 
1902;  and  Mildred,  on  the  ist  of  March, 
1904. 

Following  his  marriage  Air.  Allen  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  several  years,  but  in 
1895  turned  his  attention  to  the  livery 
business  in  W'avland,  which  he  continued 
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until  July  i,  1897.  He  then  took  charge 
of  the  postoffice  and  is  still  acting  in  that 
capacity.  In  his  political  views  he  is  an 
earnest  republican,  thoroughly  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  principles  of  the  party  as 
embodied  in  its  platform.  He  was  ap- 
pointed during  President  McKinley's  ad- 
ministration on  the  1st  of  June,  1897,  ^^ 
the  office  of  postmaster,  and  has  since 
served  in  that  capacity,  faithfully  dis- 
charging the  duties  which  devolve  upon 
him  in  this  connection.  Socially  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  iSIodern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  religiously  is  connected  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  has 
always  lived  in  this  county,  and  the  fact 
that  many  of  his  stanchest  friends  are 
those  who  have  kno^^■n  him  from  his  boy- 
hood days  down  to  the  present  is  an  indica- 
tion that  his  life  has  been  in  harmony  with 
honorable,  manly  principles. 


FRED  OSTER^IEIER. 

Fr^d  Ostermeier  is  an  enterprising 
agriculturist  whose  recently  erected  resi- 
dence is  one  of  the  fine  homes  of  Scott 
township  and  through  the  valued  im- 
provements which  he  has  placed  upon 
the  farm,  makes  his  property  one  of  the 
fine  farms  of  this  section  of  the  county. 
His  birth  occurred  on  Christmas  day, 
i860,  in  Prussia,  Germany,  his  parents 
being  William  and  Rhenie  (Williams- 
meier)  Ostermeier,  who  were  likewise 
natives  of  the  fatherland.  He  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Ger- 


many, pursued  his  education  there  and 
when  a  young  man  of  twenty  years 
resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  America  and 
to  test  the  truth  of  the  reports  which  he 
had  heard  concerning  the  better  business 
opportunities  of  this  country.  He  landed 
at  New  York  in  1880  and  then  made  his 
way  to  Burlington,  Iowa.  Soon  after- 
ward he  secured  employment  on  a  farm  in 
Des  ]\Ioines  county,  where  he  remained 
for  about  five  years  and  then  went  to 
Nebraska,  working  on  a  cattle  ranch  for 
one  year.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  returned  to  Burlington  and  was 
employed  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand  in 
Des  jMoines  county  through  the  succeed- 
ing year,  after  wdiich  he  operated  a  rented 
farm  for  five  years.  Coming  to  Henry 
county  he  bought  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  acres  of  land  on  section  24,  Scott 
township,  upon  which  was  a  barn  and 
small  house  and  some  fences  but  the  pres- 
ent splendidly  improved  condition  of  tlie 
place  is  due  to  his  efforts.  He  has  built  a 
large  cattle  barn  and  sheds,  a  double  corn 
crib  and  a  large  supply  tank  and  has 
recently  erected  the  commodious  and 
attractive  residence  of  modern  style  of 
architecture,  containing  eleven  rooms  and 
supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences. 
He  carries  on  general  farming  and  raises 
cattle.  He  also  has  about  one  hundred 
head  of  hogs  upon  his  place  and  eleven 
head  of  horses  and  he  makes  a  specialty 
of  raising  fine  poultry.  His  business  inter- 
ests are  carefully  and  practically  managed 
and  have  resulted  in  bringing  him  a  grati- 
fying measure  of  prosperity. 

In  March,  1888,  Mr.  Ostermeier  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Finke,  who  was 
born  in  Des    Moines    countv,  March     i, 
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1869.  They  have  four  children  :  Bertha, 
born  October  15,  1889;  Wilham,  August 
6,  1893:  Alvina,  July  15,  1896;  and 
Henry.  Alarch  13,  1900.  The  parents 
hold  membership  in  the  German  Lutheran 
church.  In  politics  Mr.  Ostermeier  is 
independent,  voting  for  man  and  meas- 
ures rather  than  party.  He  has  concen- 
trated his  energies  upon  his  business 
affairs  and  his  fine  home  and  well  im- 
proved farm  are  the  visible  evidence  of 
his  life  of  enterprise,  thrift  and  successful 
accomplishment. 


AVILLIAM  H.  DEAL. 

A\' illiam  H.  Deal  is  the  owner  of  a 
good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Scott  tow-nship  and  its  present 
condition  of  advanced  improvement  is  due 
entirely  to  his  efforts,  for  all  of  the  build- 
ings save  the  house  have  been  placed  here 
by  Mr.  Deal,  who  is  progressive  in  his 
farm  methods  and  successful  in  his 
results. 

He  was  born  March  24,  1859,  in  Des 
school  education  in  Henry  county,  having 
removed  thereto  with  his  parents,  Aries 
Brotherton  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Hester) 
Deal,  the  former  a  native  of  Lafayette 
county,  Indiana,  and  the  latter  of  Dublin, 
Indiana.  His  paternal  grandparents  were 
W.  H.  and  ]\Iargaret  (Brotherton)  Deal, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  married  in  Dub- 
lin, Indiana,  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1852.  and  there  resided  until  1858.  when 


they  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Des  Moines 
county,  where  the  father  purchased  a 
farm  in  Franklin  township,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  land.  He  lived  there  for 
about  three  years  and  then  sold  out,  after 
which  he  went  to  Louisa  county,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  residing  thereon  for 
two  years.  On  selling  that  property  he 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Scott 
township,  Henry  county,  and  that  he 
prospered  in  his  undertakings  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  the  owner  of  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  valuable  land,  all  lying 
in  this  county.  He  was  a  man  of  good 
business  ability,  executive  force  and  keen 
discernment  and  he  realized  that  earnest 
labor  is  the  real  basis  of  all  prosperity. 
On  the  /th  of  October,  1892,  he  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  and  he  is  still  sur- 
vived by  Mrs.  Deal,  who  resides  upon 
the  old  homestead  with  her  daughter.  Mrs. 
^nnie  E.  Spray. 

A^^illiam  H.  Deal  is  indebted  to  the  pub- 
lic school  system  of  Henry  county  for 
the  educational  privileges  he  enjoyed  and 
he  remained  with  his  parents  until  the 
27th  of  November,  1883,  when  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Virginia  Alice  Snyder, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Pleasant  Grove 
township,  Des  Moines  county,  while  in 
the  common  schools  of  Henry  county  she 
acquired  her  early  education,  which  was 
supplemented  by  several  terms'  attend- 
ance at  Howe's  Academy  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant. She  afterward  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  Des  ]\Ioines  and  Henry  counties 
until  her  marriage  and  she  is  a  lady  of 
intellectual  and  native  culture  and  refine- 
ment. Her  parents  were  James  and 
]\Iahala  (Dotv)  Snvder.     The  father  was 
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born  near  Wheeling.  West  Virginia,  and 
the  mother's  birth  occurred  in  Ohio.  In 
1845,  after  being  left  a  widow,  she  emi- 
grated to  Linn  county,  Iowa,  where  she 
lived  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in 
1880. 

Following  his  marriage  W.  H.  Deal 
took  up  his  abode  upon  one  of  his  father's 
farms  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  constituting  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  34.  on  which  he  still 
resides  and  owns.  He  has  laid  about 
seven  hundred  rods  of  tiling  upon  this 
place  and  has  built  all  of  the  fences, 
nearly  all  of  which  are  of  woven  wire. 
He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  from  A. 
V.  Riggs  in  1895,  for  which  he  paid  sixty 
dollars  per  acre,  and  in  the  spring  of  1902 
he  added  eighty  acres  adjoining  on  the 
east,  for  which  he  paid  seventy-five  dol- 
lars per  acre.  This  property  today,  how- 
ever, could  not  be  purchased  for  one  hun- 
dred dollars  per  acre.  His  second  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  constitutes 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  26,  Scott 
township.  He  has  put  in  eleven  hundred 
and  thirty  rods  of  tile  and  the  productive- 
ness of  his  land  is  shown  by  his  splendid 
crop  which  he  raised  in  the  year  1905. 
He  carries  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits, cultivating  the  various  crops 
adapted  to  soil  and  climate  and  he  also 
has  good  stock  upon  his  place,  including 
twenty  head  of  horses,  twenty-four  head 
of  Durham  cattle,  forty-five  hogs,  twenty- 
one  head  of  thoroughbred  Shropshire 
sheep. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deal  have  been 
born  four  children :  Leslie  Snyder,  born 
August  19,  1884,  has  been  a  student  in 
the  Iowa  Weslevan  Universitv  at  Mount 


Pleasant  since  the  13th  of  September, 
1904,  preparing  himself  for  the  ministry. 
Amy  Clara,  born  March  10,  1886,  was 
married  February  25,  1904,  to  Arthur  A. 
Aronhault,  a  farmer  of  Louisa  county,  in 
which  locality  he  was  born.  Carl  Arius, 
bom  May  31,  1889,  and  Guy  James,  bom 
March  11,  1891,  are  at  home.  The  family 
is  prominent  socially  and  the  riiembers  of 
the  household  occupy  an  enviable  posi- 
tion in  social  circles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deal 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
steward  since  1903.  He  also  belongs  to 
Winfield  Lodge,  Xo.  4,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  gives  his  political 
support  to  the  Republican  party.  Start- 
ing out  in  life  on  his  own  account  he  has 
made  steady  ad\'ancement  through  his 
persistency  of  purpose  and  untiring  labor 
and  now  has  valuable  farming  interests, 
being  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
and  substantial  agriculturists  of  his  com- 
munity. 


WILLIAM  JOHN  FRANCY. 

William  John  Francy,  whose  extensive 
land  holdings  embrace  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Henry  county,  pleasantly  situated 
in  Baltimore  township,  which  is  equipped 
with  all  modern  accessories  and  con\'e- 
niences  and  the  latest  improved  machinery, 
as  well  as  large  and  substantial  buildings, 
has  spent  much  of  his  life  in  Henn-  county 
and  during  the  greater  part  of  the  period 
has  been  closely  and  success  full  v  dentified 
with  agricultural  interests.     He  was  l)orn. 
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however,  in  Martinsville,  Ohio,  on  the  ist 
of  November,  1842.  His  parents.  John 
and  Joyce  (Richey)  Francy,  were  nati\'es 
of  the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  and  were 
married  in  that  country  in  1838.  They 
came  to  America  soon  afterward  and 
making-  their  way  to  Ohio  rented  a  fami 
there  until  1840,  when  they  proceeded  by 
boat  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi 
rivers  to  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  whence  they 
came  o\-erland  with  teams  to  Jackson 
township,  Heniy  county.  The  father  then 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  all 
covered  with  timber  save  that  a  small 
clearing  of  about  twenty  acres  had  been 
made  and  on  this  stood  a  log  cabin.  He 
at  once  began  to  improve  the  place  by 
clearing  the  land  and  when  this  was  done 
he  plowed  and  planted  the  fields  and  in 
due  course  of  time  gatliered  good  har- 
vests. He  also  added  to  the  place  as  his 
financial  resources  permitted  until  he 
owned  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  and 
throughout  his  remaining  days  his  atten- 
tion was  given  to  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  found  good  business  opportu- 
nities in  the  new  world  and  through  the 
improvement  of  these  became  the  possessor 
of  a  comfortable  competence.  His  death 
occurred  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Sep- 
tember, 1893,  ^vhile  his  wife  passed  away 
in  May,  1895.  In  their  family  were  five 
sons  and  a  daughter,  of  whom  William 
J.  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Four 
of  the  number  are  now  living,  the  others 
being'  Robert,  of  Davis  county,  Iowa ; 
David,  who  is  living  in  ]\Ioimt  Pleasant : 
and  Eliza,  who  makes  her  home  in  Salem. 
Iowa. 

\A^illiam  J.   Francy  spent  his  toyhood 
days     upon   tlije  old   home    farm    in     this 


county  and  attended  the  district  schools. 
He  continued  with  his  parents  until  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Illi- 
nois, where  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a 
fann  hand  until  the  spring  of  1864.  He 
then  enlisted  for  service  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  in  the  Union  Army, 
being  orderly  for  the  colonel  to  furnish 
supplies  for  the  regiment.  He  joined  the 
army  in  March,  1864,  served  until  July. 
1865,  went  with  Sherman  on  his  cele- 
brated march  to  the  sea  and  was  dis- 
charged at  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  For  three 
months  thereafter  he  dro\'e  an  express 
wagon  in  that  city  and  then  returned  home, 
remaining  for  about  two  months.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  again  went  to 
Illinois,  where  he  worked  by  the  month  at 
farm  labor  for  ayear,  after  which  he  again 
came  to  Henry  county  and  rented  a  farm 
until  his  marriage. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March,  1868,  Mr. 
Francy  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Lyle, 
who  was  bom  in  Baltimore  township,  Jan- 
uary 20,  185 1,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Ellen  ( Reed)  Lyle,  natives  of  England 
and  Ohio  resiDectively.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Eliza  ( Scoggens)  Reed, 
natives  of  Ohio.  ]\Ir.  Lyle  died  October 
4,  1898,  while  his  wife  passed  away  Sep- 
tember I.  1904,  their  remains  being  in- 
terred in  Bethany  cemetery. 

Following  his  marriage  Air.  Francy 
rented  a  farm  from  his  father-in-law  on 
section  19,  Baltimore  township,  and  eight 
vears  later  he  purchased  that  property 
from  Mr.  Lyle,  comprising  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land  on 
sections  19  and  21.  It  was  quite  well 
improved,  there  being  on  the  place  a  large 
residence.     As  his  financial  resources  have 
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grown  he  has  ac!de:l  to  his  original  hold- 
ings from  time  to  tinie  until  he  now  has 
four  hundred  and  tlu'ee  acres  of  land,  the 
different  tracts  adjoining.  He  also  owns 
eighty-seven  acres  on  section  34.  Baltimore 
township,  which  is  used  as  a  stock  farm. 
He  carries  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits, producing  the  crops  best  adapted  to 
soil  and  climate  and  he  also  raises  and 
feeds  cattle,  Poland  China  hogs  and  draft 
horses.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  farms 
of  two  hundred  and  eight}'  acres  on  the 
Skunk  river  bottom,  wdiich  is  unsurpassed 
in  the  county. 

His  buildings  are  kept  in  excellent  con- 
dition and  eveiything  about  the  place  is  in 
a  good  state  of  repair,  while  the  latest 
improved  machinery  facilitates  the  work 
of  the  fields  and  shows  the  owner  to  be  a 
man  of  practical  effort  and  progressive 
spirit. 

Unto  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Francy  have  been 
born  five  children :  Ida  Ellen,  who  was 
born  September  18,  1870,  and  died  De- 
cemljer  22,  187 1  ;  Stella  E.,  who  was  born 
Janiiar}'  22,  1874,  is  the  wife  of  A.  J. 
Lamb,  of  Lee  county,  Iowa ;  Lula  ^vlyrtle, 
who  was  born  August  17.  1877,  and  died 
Januar)'  30,  1882;  Frank  E.,  born  August 
26,  1882;  and  Nettie  E.,  born  September 
16.  1885.  The  family  is  well  known  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  and  Mr.  Francy 
has  been  an  influential  factor  in  many  mat- 
ters of  public  progress.  He  belongs  to  the 
]\Iethodist  Protestant  church  and  has 
served  as  one  of  its  trustees  since  1885.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stalwart  democrat  and  was 
township  tiTistee  for  twenty-two  years, 
while  since  1891  he  has  l3een  treasurer  of 
the  school  board.  He  co-operates  in  many 
movements  that  have  direct  and  important 


effect  upon  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the 
county  in  which  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  has  been  passed  and  where  he  has  so 
directed  his  efforts  as  to  win  signal  suc- 
cess as  the  result  of  his  indomitable  in- 
dustry, unquestioned  integrity  and  mar- 
vellous enterprise. 


ALLEN  HIATT. 


One  of  the  valued  and  prominent  pio- 
neer residents  of  Henry  county  was  Allen 
Hiatt,  who  was  born  June  6,  1795,  in 
North  Carolina,  and  died  in  this  county 
November  2.  1885,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
3'ears,  four  months  and  tw^enty-six  days. 
For  some  years  he  resided  in  A\^ayne 
county,  Indiana,  and  in  1852  came  to 
Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  nursery 
business,  being  for  some  time  a  partner  of 
his  son-in-law,  Isaac  T.  Gibson,  still  a 
prominent  resident  of  Salem.  He  met 
with  a  fair  measure  of  success  in  his  busi- 
ness life  but  the  acquirement  of  capital 
\vas  not  alone  the  end  and  aim  of  his  ex- 
istence. Many  have  reason  to  bless  his 
memory  for  what  he  did  to  ameliorate 
the  hard  conditions  of  life  and  he  was 
moreover  a  prominent  and  influential  man 
in  public  affairs.  A  gentleman  of  broad 
culture  and  natural  refinement  he  was  a 
self-made  man,  whose  advancement  re- 
sulted entirely  from  his  own  efforts.  His 
was  a  well  rounded  character  of  splendid 
physical  and  moral  development,  and  he 
looked  at  life  from  a  common-sense  view 
that     enabled    him   to   accomplish     much 
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good  by  reason  of  his  practical  efforts  and 
keen  discernment.  In  Indiana  he  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  following  his 
removal  to  A\'ayne  county  he  was  elected 
state  senator,  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
upper  house  of  the  legislature  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  his  constituents.  His 
early  political  allegiance  was  given  to 
the  Whig  party  and  upon  its  dissolution 
he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  new  Republican 
party  which  he  continued  to  support  until 
his  death.  Mr.  Hiatt  w^as  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Rhoda  Hunt,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  born  about  1799.  There 
were  six  children  of  this  marriage,  of 
whom  the  youngest,  Susanna,  is  deceased. 
The  second  daughter,  Gulielma,  was 
born  November  19,  182 1,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 29,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one 
years,  two  months  and  ten  days.  She 
became  the  wife  of  Albert  Wliite,  who 
died  soon  after  their  marriage  and  ]\Irs. 
White  was  an  invalid  ever  afterward  and 
was  cared  for  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson. 
John  M.,  third  member  of  the  Hiatt  fam- 
ily, wedded  Mary  Teesdale,  and  after  her 
death  wedded  her  sister,  Emma  ]M.  He 
was  a  trader  among  the  Indians  and  was 
thoroughly  familiar  with  pioneer  life  and 
the  experience  of  the  west.  He  was  prov- 
ost marshal  of  the  southern  district  of 
Iowa  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  war 
and  prior  to  the  period  of  hostilities  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  legis- 
lature. He  afterward  served  as  mayor 
of  Keokuk  and  was  well  known  in  po- 
litical circles  throughout  the  state.  Anna 
M.,  now  Mrs.  Gibson,  was  the  next  mem- 
ber of  the  family.  Minerva  E.,  deceased, 
is  the  youngest.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Mr.   Hiatt  went  to  California 


in  1848,  and  soon  afterward  married 
Emma  Teesdale,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
They  had  .nine  children,  of  whom  eight 
died  in  infancy,  one  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years. 

Allen  Hiatt  is  spoken  of  as  "one 
of  the  best  men  that  ever  lived," 
doing  much  good  for  the  commu- 
nity by  his  kindly  actions,  his  gen- 
erous spirit  and  his  noble  purposes. 
As  an  early  settler  he  aided  largely  in 
reclaiming  this  district  for  the  purposes 
of  civilization  and  in  laying  broad  and 
deep  the  foundation  for  the  present  pros- 
perity and  progress  of  the  county.  The 
circle  of  his  friends  was  almost  co-ex- 
tensive with  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance 
and  he  was  honored  with  the  possession 
of  those  traits  of  character  which  in  every 
land  and  clime  command  respect  and 
confidence. 


REV.  THOMAS  DYALL. 

Rev.  Thomas  Dyall,  a  well  known  min- 
ister of  the  gospel,  residing  in  ]\Iount 
Pleasant,  was  born  May  4,  1837,  in  Ox- 
ton,  Oldtown,  Middlesex,  England,  his 
parents  being  Charles  and  Charlotte 
(Poole)  Dyall.  The  father  was  born  in 
London,  December  4,  1807,  and  was  an 
artist  by  profession.  When  his  son 
Thomas  was  a  young  lad  he  removed  to 
Warwickshire,  afterward  to  Leeds  and 
subsequently  took  up  his  abode  in  Ilkley, 
Y(3rkshire,  where  his  death  occurred  Feb- 
ruaiy  16,  1869.  He  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church',  served  as  Sun- 
dav-school  teacher  and  superintendent  and 
was  also  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the  tem- 


666 


BIOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW 


perance  cause.  He  was  at  the  head  of  the 
temperance  mission  in  Leeds  and  his  hfe 
was  filled  with  many  good  deeds  for  the 
welfare  and  uplifting  of  his  fellow  men. 
His  wife  was  born  in  London,  England, 
January  i,  1806,  and  they  were  married 
November  4,  1827.  She  died  in  1880  and 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyall  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Ilkley  churchyard.  In  their  family  were 
nine  children :  Charlotte,  born  August  9, 
1828,  died  in  1901 ;  Charles,  born  Septem- 
ber II,  1830,  is  living  in  London;  Emma, 
born  October  26,  1832,  died  February  5, 
1838;  Walter,  born  January  6,  1835,  died 
September  8,  1838;  Thomas  was  the  fifth 
of  the  family;  Victoria,  born  July  4,  1839, 
is  the  widow  of  Da\'id  Donaldson,  lives  in 
Leeds,  England,  and  has  five  children, 
two  of  whom  are  engaged  in  the  drapery 
and  di"}^  goods  business,  while  one  is  an 
architect,  another  in  the  grain  exchange 
business  and  still  another  is  a  machinist ; 
Albert,  born  October  21,  184 1,  is  living 
in  Birkenhead,  England ;  Alice,  bom  April 
15,  1844,  clied  in  1902;  George,  born 
May  25,  1846,  is  a  solicitor,  of  Leeds, 
England. 

Rev.  Thomas  Dyall  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  Pontypool,  South  W'ales,  as  a  stu- 
dent in  a  Baptist  college,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  after  pursuing  full  courses 
in  classics,  mathematics  and  theology.  He 
engaged  in  preaching  all  of  the  time  he 
was  a  student  in  that  college.  His  first 
charge  was  at  the  parish  of  Todmorden, 
Millwood,  Yorkshire,  England,  being 
there  two  years,  during  which  time  he  ex- 
ercised a  strong  and  beneficial  influence  for 
the  church.  He  was  the  writer  of  a  num- 
ber of  hymns  and  when  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship    was   extended   in   the    church 


the  audience  would  sing  those  hymns.  He 
afterward  went  to  Leadbury,  Gloucester- 
shire, where  he  had  a  charge  for  a  year 
and  a  half  and  then  accepted  a  call  to  the 
church  at  Monkskirby  and  Pilton,  Eng- 
land, where  he  remained  for  a  brief  period, 
when  he  was  induced  to  come  to  America. 
He  arri-\^ed  in  the  new  world  in  the  fall  of 
1866,  settling  first  in  Canada,  where  for 
seven  years  he  had  charge  of  the  Peter- 
boro  and  Smithtown  churches.  He  bap- 
tized a  large  number  there,  leading  many 
to  see  the  light  and  l:)ecome  followers  of 
Christ  but  he  had  a  great  desire  to  make 
his  home  in  the  United  States  and  accord- 
ingly crossed  the  border,  settling  at  Port 
Austin,  Michigan,  where  he  accepted  and 
held  the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  church 
for  a  few  years.  He  also  did  good  there 
and  not  unfrequently  would  break  the  ice 
in  order  to  baptize  people  He  had  many 
hearers,  too,  always  speaking  to  large  au- 
diences. He  afterward  went  to  Attica, 
Ohio,  where  he  had  charge  of  a  Baptist 
church  and  was  also  pastor  at  Penfield 
and  Litchfield,  Ohio.  He  afterward  went 
to  South  Dakota,  workng  under  the  au- 
spices of  the  Home  Missionaiy  Society, 
building  and  organizing  churches,  doing 
real  pioneer  work  with  great  success. 
From  there  he  came  to  Mount  Pleasant  in 
1888,  having  charge  of  the  First  Baptist 
church  for  two  years,  A\hen  he  entered  the 
evangelistic  field  and  in  that  work  visited 
all  parts  of  the  northwest,  establishing 
many  new  churches. 

Rev.  Dyall  has  labored  earnestly  and 
persistently  since  he  was  converted  and 
baptized  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  join- 
ing the  church  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
R.  P.  McMaster,  of  blessed  memorv.  Im- 
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mediately  following  his  admission  into  the 
church  he  began  holding  open  air  and  cot- 
tage meetings,  winning  souls  for  Christ, 
many  joining  the  church  under  his  preach- 
ing. His  pastor  recognizing  his  great 
ability  and  zeal  advised  him  to  attend  col- 
lege, which  he  did,  and  thus  prepared  for 
the  ministi-y.  He  had  the  privilege  of  hear- 
the  great  divine,  Spurgeon,  a  number  of 
times,  who  inspired  him  to  further  zeal 
and  consecration  in  the  work.  There  were 
nine  men  baptized  at  the  time  he  became  a 
member  of  the  church  and  several  of  the 
number  de^'oted  their  lives  to  the  ministry. 
Following  his  entrance  into  the  evangelistic 
field  Rev.  Dyall  labored  in  that  direction 
for  about  ten  years,  when  he  became  chap- 
lain of  the  State  Insane  Asylum  at  ]\lount 
Pleasant  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr. 
Hoyt  and  here  he  is  still  laboring.  Rev. 
Mr.  Dyall  is  a  broad-minded  man,  well 
fitted  for  his  work.  He  has  been  a  con- 
stant and  earnest  student  of  the  great 
questions  involving  the  welfare  of  man- 
kind as  well  as  upon  theological  subjects. 
He  has  borne  many  hardships  and  trials 
for  the  sake  of  the  cause.  His  work  in 
South  Dakota  ^^■as  hard  and  laborious,  in- 
volving long  drives  through  a  pioneer  dis- 
trict, in  which  wolves  were  frecjuently 
seen.  He  continued  in  his  missionaiy 
work  there,  however,  with  unfaltering 
diligence  and  many  were  led  to  a  better 
life  through  his  instrumentality.  He  also 
was  called  upon  to  preach  many  funeral 
sermons  and  perform  many  marriage  cere- 
monies. The  poor  always  received  aid 
at  his  hand  and  he  left  behind  him  there 
a  memory  that  is  enshrined  in  the  hearts 
of  a  large  number  of  those  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact. 


Rev.  Dyall  was  married  in  August, 
1864,  to  Miss  Martha  Fenton,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Fenton,  who  died  when 
she  was  a  little  child.  She  was  born  in 
Coventiy,  Warwickshire,  England.  This 
marriage  was  blessed  with  four  children : 
Thomas  William,  born  in  England,  is  a 
photographer  of  Mount  Pleasant.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mattie  Thomas  and  has  one 
child,  Thomas  William,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  in  1898  and  is  now  attending  school. 
C.  Herbert,  born  in  Canada,  is  a  photog- 
rapher, living  with  his  parents  and  is  rep- 
resented elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mar- 
tha Lillian,  born  in  Canada,  was  educated 
in  the  Howe  Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant 
and  has  also  studied  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  under  Professor  Sheetz  and 
Dr.  Rommel.  She  possesses  a  fine  voice  and 
has  been  a  teacher  of  music,  but  is  now  as- 
sisting her  brother  Herbert  in  his  photo- 
graphic studio  in  Abiunt  Pleasant.  One 
child,  Emma,  has  passed  away. 

Rev.  Dyall  resides  at  No.  602  Xorth 
Adams  street  and  the  family  have  a  pleas- 
ant home  justly  celebrated  for  its  warm- 
hearted hospitality.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican  but  without  aspiration  for  of- 
fice. His  children  have  all  become  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  having  been  baptized 
by  their  father.  In  June,  1905,  Rev.  Dy- 
all attended  the  Baptist  World's  Congress 
in  London,  one  of  the  greatest  meetings 
since  the  gathering  of  the  apostles  in  the 
upper  chamber.  He  not  only  greatly  en- 
joyed the  meeting  of  the  church  Init  also 
his  visit  to  his  native  land  and  the  trip 
proved  one  of  great  pleasure  and  benefit. 
He  preached  in  London  in  connection  with 
the  congress  and  also  at  Leeds  and  at  Tod- 
morden,    where    he  had   been    pastor    in 
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the  days  of  his  earh'  manhood  and  at  the 
last  named  place  held  meetings,  holding 
services  in  the  morning  and  evening  for 
general  audiences  and  in  the  afternoon  for 
men,  to  whom  he  delivered  a  strong  ad- 
dress on  temperance.  He  has  been  a  total 
abstainer  form  early  manliood  and  his  life 
has  been  in  close  accord  with  the  teach- 
ings of  the  ^Master,  so  that  by  example  as 
well  as  precept  he  has  led  many  to  a  belief 
in  the  Christian  faith  and  the  efficacy  of 
the  teachings  of  the  lowly  Nazarene.  In 
addition  to  his  work  in  theministry  and  the 
evangelistic  field  he  has  written  and  pub- 
lished a  volume  made  up  of  lectures  on  the 
"Prodigal  Son,"  and  published  a  book  on 
"Christian  Living,''  in  1900.  He  is  also 
the  author  of  a  volume  of  poetry  entitled 
"Poems  of  tlie  Heart,"  giving  spare  mo- 
ments to  this  work.  Alany  of  these  are 
especially  noteworthy,  including  one  on  the 
"Grandeur  of  Life,"  and  the  little  volume 
met  with  a  ready  sale,  the  edition  of  one 
thousand  copies  being  soon  exhausted.  He 
still  writes  to  considerable  extent,  one  of 
his  latest  poems  entitled  "The  Sea,"  being 
written  upon  his  way  to  London  in  1905. 
He  has  also  written  many  cledicatoiw  and 
memorial  poems.  Each  community  that 
he  has  visited  has  been  benefited  by  his  ef- 
forts in  behalf  of  righteousness,  justice 
and  truth.  His  influence  has  been  far- 
reaching  and  beneficial  and  he  has  not  been 
denied  the  full  harvest  nor  the  aftemiath. 


WM.  FREDERICK  OBERMEIER.  • 

William    Frederick    Obermeier,    carry- 
ing on  general  farming  and  stock-raising 


in  New  London  township,  on  section  12, 
w^as  born  in  Lippe,  Germany,  August  9, 
1867,  his  parents  being  \\^illiam  Fred- 
erick and  Louisa  (Fricke)  Obermeier.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
country  for  four  years  and  when  a  youth 
of  ten  years  came  to  America  in  1877, 
by  way  of  New  York,  in  company  with 
his  parents,  who  with  their  five  children 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  from  the  eastern 
metropolis  journeyed  westward  to  Bur- 
lington, Iowa.  The  family  then  came  on 
to  New  London  township,  Henr}-  county, 
and  the  father  purchased  thirty-five  acres 
just  north  of  the  village  on  section  35. 
There  were  at  that  time  a  house  and  barn 
on  the  property,  which  ha\e  since  been 
torn  down.  The  house  was  built  partly 
of  logs  and  partly  frame.  The  purchase 
was  made  from  James  White.  Upon 
that  farm  the  family  resided  until  the 
death  of  the  husband  and  father  on  the 
24th  of  October.  1881.  when  he  was 
fifty-six  years  of  age. 

\Mlliam  Frederick  Obermeier  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  the  new  world  and 
was  reared  upon  the  home  farm  in  Xew 
London  township,  sharing  in  the  hard- 
ships and  trials  incident  to  frontier  life 
and  aided  in  the  arduous  task  of  develop- 
ing new  land.  He  married  Miss  Sophia 
Totemeier.  who  was  born  in  Pleasant 
Grove  township.  Des  Moines  county, 
Iowa,  in  1873,  a  daughter  of  Anton  Tote- 
meier. This  wedding  was  celebrated 
January  17,  1893.  and  the  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children :  Ella 
Belle,  born  August  i,  1894;  and  Sadie 
Louisa,  born  October  28,  1896.  The  fam- 
ily home  is  situated  in  New  London 
township  upon  a  good   farm  of  eighty- 
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nine  and  a  half  acres,  of  which  Mr.  Ober- 
meier  is  the  owner  and  in  connection  with 
the  tilHng  of  the  soil  he  is  engaged  in 
raising  stock,  having  good  cattle,  horses 
and  hogs  upon  his  place,  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  Chester  White  hogs.  When  he 
made  the  purchase  of  this  property  there 
were  only  an  old  house  and  a  stable  upon 
the  farm  but  he  has  now  a  fine  set  of 
farm  buildings,  including  a  modern  and 
attractive  residence,  which  he  erected  in 
the  fall  of  1901.  Altogether  the  farm  is 
well  improved  and  indicates  the  practical 
methods  of  the  owner  and  in  its  appear- 
ance is  neat  and  prosperous. 

Mr.  Obermeier  is  a  member  of  Char- 
ity Lodge,  Xo.  56,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Presbyterian  church.  In  1901  he  was 
elected  road  supervisor,  which  position 
he  held  for  one  term,  having  been  elected 
oh  the  Republican  ticket.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  politics  and  keeps  well 
informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day.  He  is  a  man  of  recognized 
business  ability  and  enterprise,  display- 
ing many  of  the  strong  and  sterling  char- 
acteristics of  the  German  ancestry  and  at 
the  same  time  he  is  thoroughly  in  sym- 
pathy with  American  institutions  and 
interests. 


JAMES  MADISON  CRAWFORD.  Jr. 

James  Madison  Crawford,  Jr.,  the  ex- 
tent and  variety  of  whose  business  inter- 
ests make  him  one  of  the  leading  and 
representative  men  of  Henry  county,   is 


now  filling  the  position  of  postmaster  at 
New  London,  and  at  the  same  time  is 
controlling  important  business  enterprises 
which  contribute  to  the  general  progress 
and  prosperity  as  well  as  to  his  individ- 
ual success.  His  birth  occurred  in  New 
London  township,  on  the  29th  of  April. 
1870,  his  parents  being  James  Madison 
and  Julia  (Lee)  Crawford,  who  are  rep- 
resented on  another  page  of  this  work. 
His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the 
public  schools  in  his  home  neighborhood, 
and  he  afterward  attended  Oskaloosa 
(Iowa)  College,  in  which  he  pursued  a 
business  course  and  was  graduated.  Af- 
ter permanently  putting  aside  his  text- 
books he  concentrated  his  energies  upon 
farm  work,  with  which  he  had  become 
familiar  during  the  periods  of  vacation 
while  assisting  in  the  operation  and  im- 
provement of  his  father's  land.  He  yet 
continues  to  engage  in  general  farming 
and  the  raising  and  feeding  of  stock.  He 
also  has  horses,  including"  both  roadsters 
and  draft  horses  and  his  agricultural  in- 
terests are  well  developed  and  carefully 
conducted.  He  has  likewise  been  iden- 
tified with  the  grain  trade  in  this  county 
and  at  one  time  he  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  in  New  London,  purchas- 
ing a  half  interest  in  the  stock  of  J.  B. 
Dunlap.  Subsequently  Ed  M.  Lee  pur- 
chased the  other  half  interest  and  under 
the  firm  name  of  Crawford  &  Lee  the}' 
continued  in  business  together  until  1895, 
when  Mr.  Crawford  sold  his  interest  to 
Mi\  Lee  and  again  concentrated  his  en- 
ergies upon  buying  and  shipping  grain. 
He  followed  that  business  until  appointed 
by  President  McKinley  to  the  position  of 
postmaster  of  New  London.     A  man  of 
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resourceful  business  ability,  be  has  also 
extended  his  efforts  to  other  lines  of  ac- 
tivity, which  have  been  important  fac- 
tors in  the  acquirement  of  his  present  very 
desirable  competence  and  commercial 
status.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  New  London  Land  Company,  which 
laid  out  altogether  five  additions  and  was 
a  strong  directing  influence  in  the  de- 
velopment and  growth  of  New  London. 
A  large  majority  of  the  enterprise  of  this 
locality  have  felt  that  stimulus  of  the  wise 
counsels  and  active  co-operation  of  Mr. 
Crawford.  He  has  been  interested  in  the 
Henry  County  Telephone  Company  and 
his  labors  at  all  times  have  been  product- 
ive of  good  results,  for  he  is  very  prac- 
tical in  his  methods. 

As  before  stated.  Air.  Crawford  was 
appointed  to  the  position  of  postmaster 
of  New  London  by  President  McKinley 
in  1900.  At  that  time  this  was  an  office 
of  the  fourth  class,  but  he  soon  after- 
w^ard  raised  it  to  the  third  class.  He  was 
re-appointed  to  the  position  in  1901  and 
has  continued  in  the  office  since.  \\'lien 
he  took  charge  there  was  but  one  rural 
route  in  operation  but  now  there  are  five 
centering  in  the  New  London  office.  His 
administration  of  the  mail  business  of 
New  London  is  highly  satisfactory  to  the 
patrons  of  the  office,  who  find  him  always 
prompt  and  courteous  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  devolving  upon  him. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1894,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Crawford  and 
Miss  Nina  L  Hampton,  a  daughter  of 
\\'illiam  H.  and  Hattie  (Dover)  Hamp- 
ton. They  have  one  child,  Marie,  who 
was  born  November  i,  1895,  and  is  now 
a   student  in   the   New   London   schools. 


Air.  Crawford  is  a  member  of  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  Camp,  and  also  belongs  to 
Unity  Lodge,  No.  185,  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias, of  New  London.  He  was  reared  in 
the  faith  of  the  Christian  church,  of 
which  he  is  now  a  member  and  is  serving 
as  trustee  and  deacon  at  the  present  time, 
having  acted  in  these  capacities  for  four 
years.  His  is  a  well-rounded  nature  in 
which  due  attention  is  given  to  the  social 
and  moral  interests  of  the  community  as 
well  as  to  its  commercial  and  industrial 
development.  He  thoroughly  enjoys 
home  life  and  takes  great  pleasure  in  the 
society  of  his  family  and  friends.  He  is 
always  courteous,  kindly  and  affable  and 
those  who  know  him  personally  have  for 
him  warm  regard.  Possessing  untiring 
energy,  he  is  also  quick  of  perception  and 
forms  his  plans  readily,  after  which  he 
carries  them  forward  to  completion 
through  close  and  earnest  application. 


FRANK  HENRY  COLBY. 

Frank  Henry  Colby,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  in  New  London,  is  a 
son  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  (Blakeway) 
Colby  and  was  born  in  Des  Aloines  coun- 
ty, near  Middletown,  Iowa,  on  the  14th 
of  August,  1875.  The  public  schools  af- 
forded him  his  educational  privileges.  He 
attended  school  to  some  extent  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  afterward  in  Montgom- 
ery county,  Iowa.  He  was  reared  to 
the  occupation  of  farming  and  continued 
the  work  of  the  fields  until   1903,  when 
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he  took  up  his  abode  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
where  he  bought  and  shipped  horses  for 
one  year.  On  the  expiration  of  that  pe- 
riod he  engaged  in  the  hvery  business 
there,  which  he  conducted  in  connection 
with  his  shipping  interests  until  the 
rrionth  of  June,  1905,  when  his  barns 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  causing  him  se- 
rious loss.  With  undaunted  courage  and 
renewed  purpose,  however,  he  planned 
to  re-enter  business  life  and  on  the  24th 
of  August,  of  the  same  year,  came  to 
New  London,  where  he  established  a  liv- 
ery barn  with  seven  head  of  roadsters 
and  good  modern  vehicles.  He  is  now 
prepared  to  handle  a  large  livery  busi- 
ness and  has  secured  a  good  patronage 
here,  for  his  reputation  as  a  reliable  and 
enterprising  business  man  was  known  ere 
he  came  to  New  London  and  has  been 
an  element  in  winning  him  the  success 
which  has  met  him  since  he  opened  his 
present  livery  barn. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1897,  Mr. 
Colby  was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Wilson, 
a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Eva  (Wille- 
ford)  Wilson.  They  have  become  the  par- 
ents of  two  children  :  Marjor3%  born  June 
22,  1901  ;  and  Merel,  born  July  17,  1903. 
Mr.  Colby  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  has  neither  time  nor  inclina- 
tion to  seek  office,  preferring  to  concen- 
trate his  energies  upon  his  business  af- 
fairs. He  has  gained  a  wide  and  favor- 
able acquaintance  in  New  London  and 
a  review  of  his  life  history  as  a  farmer 
and  business  man  of  Mount  Pleasant  as 
well  as  of  New  London  shows  that  there 
are  many  commendable  elements  in  his 
life  record,  and  this  history  would  be  in- 
complete without  mention  of  his  name. 


PHILIP  HOFMANN. 

Philip  Hofmann,  successfully  carrying 
on  farming  in  Marion  township,  was  born 
in  Germany  in  1869,  a  son  of  Ludwig  and 
Catherine  (Kaufman)  Hofmann,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Germany  and  never 
left  that  country.  The  father  was  a  far- 
mer by  occupation  and  died  in  Germany 
in  T902.  while  the  mother  still  resides 
there.  In  their  family  were  six  children, 
all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely : 
Philip,  Mary,  and  William,  who  are  resi- 
dents of  Germany;  Henry,  living  in  Mis- 
souri, and  John  and  Lewis,  wdio  yet  re- 
main  in  the   fatherland. 

Philip  Hofmann  pursued  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  country  and 
in  1855,  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  He  had 
been  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming, 
but  from  the  reports  that  he  had  heard 
concerning  the  new  world  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  he  might  have  better  busi- 
ness advantages  in  the  United  States. 
Accordingly  he  sailed  for  NeW'  York, 
vvheredie  arrived  after  a  voyage  of  twelve 
days  and  then  made  his  way  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  settling  in  Des 
Moines  county,  where  he  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  by  the  month  for  five  years. 
He  had  no  capital,  so  that  immediate  em- 
ployment was  a  necessity,  and  as  the  years 
passed  by  his  capable  work  and  unremit- 
ting diligence  secured  him  good  positions. 
In  1890  he  came  to  Henry  county,  where 
he  continued  to  act  as  a  farm  hand  for 
five  or  six  years,  when,  desiring  that  his 
labors  might  more  directly  benefit  him- 
self, he  rented  a  tract  of  land  in  Canaan 
township   for  six  years  and  successfully 
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operated  it.  This  brought  him  tlie  capi- 
tal that  enabled  him  in  1903  to  purchase 
his  present  impro\'ed  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  on  section  13, 
Marion  township.  He  carries  on  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising, 
feeding  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  hogs 
annually  and  a  car  load  of  cattle.  His 
business  interests  are  well  managed  and 
in  all  that  he  does  he  is  practical  and 
methodical,  recognizing  that  "order  is 
nature's  first  law."  By  his  close  appli- 
cation and  intense  and  well  directed  ac- 
tivity he  has  gained  a  place  among  the 
substantial  agriculturists  of  his  township. 
On  the  loth  of  February,  1896,  Mr. 
Hofmann  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Swearingen,  who  w^as  born  near  Mount 
Union,  Henry  county,  on  the  12th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1873,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Martin 
and  Harriet  (Alden)  Swearingen.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born 
November  15,  1839,  and  the  mother's 
birth  occurred  in  Mississippi,  April  26, 
1836.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  four  were  soldiers  of 
the  Civil  war,  namely:  Martin,  Bennett, 
George  and  Monroe,  George  being  a 
member  of  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  In- 
fantry. He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  came  to  Henry  county,  Iowa,  in  1868. 
remaining  here  until  called  to  his  final 
rest.  He  died  April  3,  1896,  having  for 
a  number  of  years  survived  his  wife,  who 
died  September  2,  1879.  He  had  served 
his  country  in  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in 
defense  of  the  Union  in  1862  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  Infan- 
try, with  which  he  served  until  the  close 
of  hostilities,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged.    He  was  wounded  twice  at  the 


battle  of  Shiloh  and  again  at  Chatta- 
nooga. He  was  under  Sherman  on  the 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea  and  partici- 
pated in  many  important  engagements 
which  led  to  the  final  victory  of  the  Union 
armies.  In  days  of  peace  he  was  equally 
loyal  to  the  country  and  her  welfare  and 
was  a  public-spirited  citizen.  His  politi- 
cal allegiance  was  given  to  the  democracy 
and  he  served  as  township  clerk  of  Ca- 
naan township.  He  belonged  to  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternit};,  in  which  he  filled  all  of 
the  chairs — a  fact  which  indicated  his 
position  in  regard  to  his  brethren  of  the 
craft.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church  and  his  life  was  perme- 
ated by  honorable  principles  and  was  an 
exemplification  of  manly  conduct.  In  his 
family  were  six  children,  of  whom  two 
are  now  deceased.  The  living  are :  Mary, 
Maude  and  Mabel,  twins,  and  Lewis. 
Mabel  married  Charles  Tonkinson  and 
resides  in  Canaan  township.  Lewis  is  a 
resident  of  Mount  Liiion,  Iowa.  John 
and  Charles  Alden,  brothers  of  Mrs. 
Swearingen,  were  also  soldiers  of  the 
Civil  war,  serving  in  Illinois  regiments. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hofmann  have  become 
the  parents  of  three  children :  Milton, 
born  November  10,  1896;  Phyllis,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1900,  and  Orville,  October  29, 
1 90 1.  All  were  born  in  Henry  county 
and  the  two  eldest  are  now  in  school. 
Mr.  Hofmann  is  a  self-made  man  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  term,  for  all  that  he 
possesses  has  been  gained  by  hard  labor 
and  by  straightforward  dealing.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  highly  esteemed  for 
their  genuine  worth,  and  the  circle  of 
their  friends  is  almost  co-extensive  with 
the  circle  of  their  acquaintance. 
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HEXRY  WARREN. 

Henry  Warren,  a  resident  of  Baltimore 
township,  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire, 
England,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1826, 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Martin) 
^^'arren.  His  education  was  acquired  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  country 
and  he  was  reared  to  farm  life,  having 
always  followed  that  pursuit  since  attain- 
ing his  majority.  He  remained  a  resi- 
dent of  England  until  twenty-six  years 
of  age,  when,  hoping  that  he  might  enjoy 
better  business  opportunities  and  secure 
more  rapid  advancement  in  the  new 
world,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Monroe 
county,  New  York,  where  he  lived  for 
about  five  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  received  his  naturalization  papers  and 
was  a  full-fledged  American  citizen.  He 
then  came  to  Iowa,  settling  first  in  Bur- 
lington, where  he  resided  for  a  year, 
after  which  he  took  up  his  aljode  in 
Franklin  township,  where  he  carried  on 
general  farming  for  two  3'ears.  On  the  ex 
piration  of  that  period  he  took  a  trip  to 
Sheridan,  but  soon  afterward  returned 
to  Henry  county  and  invested  his  savings 
in  twenty  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  Bal- 
timore township,  which  he  purchased 
from  ^^'illiam  Despain.  Upon  the  place 
was  a  log  cabin,  but  soon  he  purchased 
another  dwelling,  which  he  removed  to 
his  farm  and  which  he  has  since  remod- 
eled, making  it  a  comfortable  residence. 
As  his  financial  rsources  have  increased, 
he  has  added  to  his  farm  from  time  to 
time  and  thus  extended  its  boundaries 
until  it  now  comprises  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  of  which  forty  acres  is  situ- 
ated on  section  2  and  the  remainder  on 


section  3,  Baltimore  township.  About 
one-half  of  this  is  under  cultivation  and 
he  annually  raises  good  crops.  He  also 
raises  about  twenty  head  of  hogs  each 
year  and  has  ten  head  of  cows.  He  is 
doing  a  dairy  business,  converting  the 
milk  into  butter,  which  finds  a  ready  sale 
on  the  market  because  of  the  excellence 
of  the  product.  He  also  raises  about  two 
hundred  chickens  each  year  and  his  poul- 
try business  is  no  unimportant  issue  in 
his  farm  life.  Mr.  Warren  has  resided 
continuously  upon  this  farm  since  he 
made  the  first  purchase  and  has  become  an 
honored  citizen  and  respected  agricultur- 
ist of  the  community. 

On  the  17th  of  November.  1855.  oc- 
curred the  marriage  of  Henry  Warren 
and  Miss  Mary  Ann  Carter,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Sutton)  Carter. 
Eleven  children  have  been  born  unto 
them :  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  William 
Boucher,  a  resident  of  Nebraska;  Eliza, 
who  is  living  in  New  London;  Ellen,  the 
wife  of  Eugene  Chichester,  also  a  resi- 
dent of  New  London ;  Jane,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  one  year  and  ten  months ;  ]Mar- 
tha.  at  home;  Rebecca,  who  died  March 
10.  1906.  the  wife  of  Richard  Freeberg. 
who  li\-es  in  Nebraska;  John,  who  makes 
his  home  in  Baltimore  township,  where 
he  follows  farming;  Robert,  at  home; 
Grace,  the  wife  of  Dave  \\'oods.  a  resi- 
dent farmer  of  Jackson  township;  Dolly, 
also  at  home,  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of 
L-a  E.  Leedham.  a  resident  of  Baltimore 
township.  The  wife  ad  mother  was  born 
in  Cambridgeshire  in  the  town  of  Sut- 
ton. England.  October  13.  1836,  and  she 
gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  ]\Ir.  ^^'ar- 
ren  in  Monroe  county.  New  York.  She 
had  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  her  mother 
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to  meet  her  father,  who  had  come  to  the 
United  States  the  year  before.  He  was  a 
farmer  1)y  occupation  and  on  removing 
from  the  Empire  state  to  the  west  made 
his  home  in  Iowa,  his  last  days  being 
passed  in  Sheridan. 

In  community  affairs  Mr.  Warren  has 
taken  a  deep  and  helpful  interest  and  for 
one  year  served  as  road  supervisor.  He 
has  preferred,  however,  to  leave  office- 
holding  to  others,  but  has  never  been  re- 
miss in  the  duties  of  citizenship.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
and  his  honorable  principles  and  manly 
conduct  are  strong  and  salient  features  in 
his  career.  He  has  put  all  of  the  im- 
provements upon  his  property,  has 
cleared  all  of  the  land  of  timber  and  brush 
and  has  carried  forward  the  work  of  im- 
provement and  progress  along  modern, 
progressive  lines  of  farming.  The  fam- 
ily is. now  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  town- 
ship, Mrs.  Bishop,  however,  having  re- 
sided longer  in  the  locality.  Mr.  Warren 
is  now  almost  eighty  years  of  age  and 
is  a  venerable  and  honorable  citizen,  who 
receives  the  respect  which  should  ever  be 
accorded  those  of  advanced  years. 


WILLIAM  S.  BURTON. 

There  are  few  men  who  have  such  a 
splendid  record  to  their  credit  as  has  Wil- 
liam S.  Burton,  who,  though  now  eighty- 
five  years  of  age,  is  filling  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  and  also  acting  as  sec- 
retarv  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodsre  at  Mount 


Pleasant.  In  spirit  and  interests  he  seems 
yet  in  his  prime,  and  though  the  snows  of 
many  winters  have  whitened  his  hair,  he 
has  the  vigor  and  energy  of  many  a  man 
of  much  younger  years.  He  resides  at 
No.  413  North  Adams  street  in  Mount 
Pleasant,  and  is  numbered  among  the  na- 
tive sons  of  North  Carolina,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Guilford  county,  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1820.  His  parents  were  Emsley 
and  Sarah  (Clarke)  Burton,  who  removed 
from  Guilford  to  Davidson  county,  North 
Carolina,  during  the  boyhood  days  of  Wil- 
liam S.  Burton,  who  there  learned  the 
carriage-maker's  trade.  From  1842  until 
1854  he  was  engaged  in  business  in  Ran- 
dolph county,  Missouri,  and  in  the  latter 
year  came  to  Iowa,  settling  at  Richmond, 
Keokuk  county,  where  he  was  in  the  car- 
riage-making business.  In  1865  he  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant  and  opened  a 
carriage  shop,  which  he  conducted  until 
1882,  when  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
w'ar  department  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
He  filled  this  office  for  several  years,  be- 
ing appointed  by  Robert  T.  Lincoln.  He 
has  held  various  local  positions,  both  in 
Missouri  and  Iowa,  and  in  1879  and  1880 
was  honored  with  the  mayoralty  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  giving  to  the  city  a  public-spir- 
ited, businesslike  and  progressive  admin- 
istration, characterized  by  substantial  ad- 
vancement and  reform,  and  later  was 
again  mayor  for  four  years.  He  is  now 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  decisions  are 
strictly  fair  and  impartial,  neither  fear 
nor  favor  influencing  him  in  his  decisions 
in  the  slightest  degree.  He  has  always 
been-  a  stanch  republican  since  casting  his 
presidential  ballot  for  the  early  candidates 
of  the  party,  and  he  keeps  well  informed 
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on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day. 
Praternally,  Mr.  Burton  is  also  locally 
prominent.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
Mystic  Lodge,  No.  55,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  also  with  the  en- 
campment here,  and  has  been  both  grand 
master  and  grand  patriarch  of  the  order 
in  Iowa  and  representative  of  the  grand 
lodge  in  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
United  States  in  1866  and  1867.  He  is 
now  the  valued  secretary  of  the  lodge  in 
Mount  Pleasant,  although  he  has  at- 
tained the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

In  March,  1839,  Mr.  Burton  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Malinda  Moffitt.  a 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Lydia  Moffitt, 
and  a  native  of  Davidson  county,  North 
Carolina.  They  became  the  parents  of 
ten  children:  Lydia  C,  now  the  widow 
of  James  S.  Pringle,  of  Richland,  Iowa; 
Miss  Sarah  A.  resides  at  home;  William 
M.,  who  married  Miss  Vaughn,  and  is 
living  in  Jefferson  county,  Arkansas; 
Robert  A.,  who  married  Fannie  S.  Way, 
and  for  some  years  has  been  an  attorney 
at  Chicago;  Constantine  B.,  who  lives  in 
southern  Missouri;  James  K.,  who  resides 
in  Mount  Pleasant;  Harriet  M.,  at  home; 
and  three  who  are  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burton  are  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  steward,  trustee  and 
Sunday  school  superintendent.  In  various 
church  activities  they  have  taken  a  helpful 
part,  and  their  efforts  have  resulted  bene- 
ficially in  the  upbuilding  and  development 
of  the  church.  Mr.  Burton  is  as  honest 
as  the  day  is  long,  upright,  careful  and 
prudent,  and  is  greatly  beloved  and  re- 
spected by  all.  His  granddaughter,  Mae 
Burton,  'is  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 


of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  another  grand- 
daughter, Hattie  Burton,  is  the  very  effi- 
cient deputy  auditor  here.  Mr.  Burton's 
health  has  been  somewhat  impaired  for 
the  past  few  years,  still  he  is  able  to  at- 
tend to  his  daily  duties,  and  his  many 
friends  hope  that  he  will  be  spared  as  a 
citizen  of  Mount  Pleasant  for  many  years 
to  come.  He  has  ever  manifested  the 
sterling  traits  of  character  which  com- 
mand respect  and  regard  in  every  land 
and  clime,  and  his  example,  in  its  fidelity 
and  trustworthiness,  is  indeed  deserving 
of  emulation. 


WILFORD  DAYTON  WALLAR. 

Wilford  Dayton  AA^'allar,  whose  insight 
in  business  affairs  is  penetrative  and  prac- 
tical, is  now  connected  with  the  lumber 
trade  in  New  London  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Linder  &  Wallar.  His  life  record 
began  on  the  12th  of  March,  1855,  the 
place  of  his  nativity  being  Crawfordsville. 
Iowa.  During  his  infancy  his  parents, 
William  L.  and  Jane  (Ross)  Wallar.  re- 
moved to  New  London,  so  that  his  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
here.  No  event  of  special  importance 
occurred  to  vary  the  routine  of  his  life  in 
his  boyhood  days,  which  were  devoted  to 
work  of  the  schoolroom  and  the  pleas- 
ures of  the  playground.  After  attaining 
his  majority  he  began  earning  his  living 
as  a  farm  hand  and  was  employed  by  the 
month  for  about  seven  years.  He  then 
began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  un- 
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der  the  direction  of  Henry  Fogle  and  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit  for  about  four  years. 
In  1877  he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  Pleasant  Grove  township.  Des  Moines 
county,  and  placed  all  of  the  improvements 
thereon.  He  continued  the  cultivation 
of  that  property  for  about  five  years  and 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  energetic 
and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  the  com- 
munity. The  farm  was  a  tract  of  prairie 
land,  only  a  part  of  which  had  been 
broken  when  it  came  into  his  possession, 
but  he  placed  the  remainder  under  the 
plow  and  continued  the  work  of  the 
fields,  annually  harvesting  bounteous 
crops.  He  also  engaged  in  stock-raising. 
Later  he  traded  that  property  for  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres  ad- 
joining the  corporation  limits  of  New 
London.  It  had  formerly  been  in  pos- 
session of  Smith  &  Weller  and  after  Mr. 
^^"allar  took  charge  he  continued  its  man- 
agement for  about  six  years,  when  he 
traded  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  northwest  of  the  village  in  New 
London  township,  upon  which  he  resided 
for  ten  years.  In  1898,  however,  he  re- 
turned to  New  London,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  and  soon  afterward 
he  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  in 
connection  with  Mr.  Linder,  handling  all 
kinds  of  lumber  and  building  materials. 
The  firm  now  have  a  good  business  and 
their  trade  is  constantly  increasing. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1877,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Wallar  and  Miss 
Susan  Stewart,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Stewart,  who  married  a  Miss  Byers. 
Three  children  grace  this  marriage :  Leon- 
ard, who  is  now  a  contractor  and  builder 
of  New  London;  and  Grace  and  Mary, 


at  home.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  are  esteemed 
people,  whose  home  is  the  center  of  a  cul- 
tured society  circle  in  New  London.  Mr. 
Wallar  votes  with  the  Republican  party 
and  was  elected  township  trustee  of  New 
London  township,  filling  the  position  for 
about  four  years.  His  connection  with 
the  school  board,  although  not  continu- 
ous, covers  about  thirteen  years,  ten  years 
while  upon  the  farm  and  three  years 
while  residing  in  the  village.  His  life 
has  been  one  of  continuous  activity,  in 
which  has  been  accorded  due  recognition 
of  labor  nad  today  he  is  numbered  among 
the  substantial  citizens  of  his  community. 
His  interests  are  thoroughly  identified 
with  those  of  Iowa,  his  native  state,  and 
at  all  times  he  is  ready  to  lend  his  aid  and 
co-operation  to  any  movement  calulated 
to  benefit  this  section  or  promote  its  won- 
derful development. 


VICTOR  H.  SHIELDS. 

Victor  H.  Shields,  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  New  London,  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  L.  and  Anna  O.  (Hiles) 
Shields,  representative  early  settlers  of 
Henry  county,  and  the  family  has  long 
figured  prominently  in  public  affairs.  His 
birth  occurred  in  New  London  on  the  2nd 
of  October,  1870,  and  his  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  on  the  completion  of 
the  high  school  course  with  the  class  of 
1886.     He  afterward  attended  the  Iowa 


HENRY  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


677 


Wesleyan  University  at  Mount  Pleasant 
for  three  years,  and  later  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
county  for  about  three  years  and  at  inter- 
vals during  his  collegiate  course  had  fol- 
lowed the  same  pursuit.  He  was  a  ca- 
pable educator,  manifesting"  good  ability 
in  imparting  clearly  and  readily  to  others 
the  knowledge  that  he  had  acquired.  On 
leaving  the  schoolroom  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  New  London  during  Presi- 
dent McKinley's  first  administration  and 
acted  in  that  capacity  for  three  years, 
when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  cashier- 
ship  of  the  First  National  Bank,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  identified.  This 
bank  was  organized  in  1900  and  began 
business  on  the  ist  of  August  of  that  year 
with  a  capital  stock  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars.  There  is  now  a  surplus  of 
five  thousand  dollars  and  undivided  prof- 
its of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The  offi- 
cers are :  Robert  S.  Gillis,  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  president;  J.  E.  Peterson,  of 
New  London,  vice-president ;  Victor  H. 
Shields,  cashier ;  and  Virgil  Z.  Breneman, 
assistant  cashier.  The  directors  are  Rob- 
ert S.  Gillis,  J.  E.  Peterson,  G.  M.  Van 
Ausdall,  James  T.  Wanting,  James  T. 
Gillis,  ^^^  D.  Worthlngton  and  V. 
H.  Shields.  Active  in  the  manage- 
ment and  control  of  the  bank,  Mr. 
Shields  has  contributed  in  no  small 
degree  to  its  success.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  institution  since  its  organ- 
ization and  has  helped  to  make  it  one  of 
the  strong  financial  concerns  of  the 
county.  He  has  become  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  banking  business  and  his 
unfailing  courtesy  to  the  patrons  com- 
bined with  his  promptness  and  accuracy 


in  the  dispatch  of  business  has  made  him 
a  leading  representative  of  financial  in- 
terests in  Henry  county. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1894,  Mr. 
Shields  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Minnie  Leisenring,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Melissa  (Haus)  Leisenring.  L^nto 
them  ha^'e  been  born  three  children :  John 
L.,  now  deceased;  Anna  E. ;  and  Miles 
Victor.  Mr.  Shields  is  a  member  of  the 
INIasonic  Lodge  of  New  London,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  master  for  about  five 
years  and  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes 
an  active  and  helpful  interest.  He  also 
belongs  to  Unity  Lodge,  No.  56,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  in  which  he  has  held  nearly 
all  of  the  offices.  He  is  likewise  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church,  has  been 
trustee  for  about  two  years  and  is  church 
treasurer.  His  interest  in  community  af- 
fairs extends  to  the  material,  intellectual 
and  moral  progress  of  the  town  and  is 
manifest  in  his  tangible  co-operation  for 
the  general  good.  He  is  alert  and  enter- 
prising in  business  matters  and  is  equally 
energetic  and  forceful  in  his  support  of 
those  plans  and  measures  which  he  deems 
will  prove  of  public  benefit. 


WILLL\M  E.  FERREE. 

A\'illiam  E.  Ferree,  postmaster  of  Hills- 
boro,  is  a  citizen  uniformly  esteemed  and 
his  life  history  forms  an  integral  chapter 
in  the  aniials  of  Henry  county.  He  is 
descended  from  French  Huguenot  ances- 
try in  the  paternal  line.     At  an  early  pe- 
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riod  in  the  colonization  of  the  new  world 
Mrs.  Mary  Ferree,  with  her  sons,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  America  to  escape  reli- 
gious persecution  in  France.  She  secured 
a  land  grant  here.  She  had  two  sons, 
one  of  whom  settled  east  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains  and  the  other  west,  and  it  is 
from  the  latter  that  William  E.  Ferree  of 
this  review  is  descended.  His  parents 
were  Isaac  and  Harriet  (Baldwin)  Fer- 
ree. both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  for- 
mer born  in  Allegheny  county,  January 
25,  1813,  while  the  latter  was  born  in 
Fayette  county  on  the  15th  of  August. 
1822.  Isaac  Ferree  w^as  a  coal  miner  in 
the  state  of  his  nativity  and  following 
his  removal  to  Iowa  in  1858  he  engaged 
in  farming.  His  political  support  was 
given  to  the  Republican  party  and  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  church, 
to  which  his  widow  still  belongs.  His 
death  occurred  in  Hillsboro  in  1901,  but 
Mrs.  Ferree  is  still  living  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-three  years,  making  her 
home  with  her  son  \\' illiam.  In  the  fam- 
ily of  this  worthy  couple  were  seven  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  now  living.  John 
C,  the  eldest,  married  Nancy  Stamm  and 
resides  in  Virginia.  Laura  A.  became  the 
wife  of  William  Hopkirk,  who  was  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Thirtieth  Iowa  Infantry  and 
died  in  the  Civil  war.  She  is  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Joseph  I.  Doughart,  of  Pratt 
county,  Kansas,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Iowa  Infantry.  \\'illiam  E.  is 
the  third  of  the  family.  Emmett  mar- 
ried Miss  Clara  Chapman  and  resides  in 
Mahaska  county,  Iowa.  Sarah  Belle  is 
the  wife  of  R.  J.  Pope,  a  resident  of  Kan- 
sas City,  Missouri.  Annetta  died  in  1858. 
Kliza  J.  became  the  wife  of  John  Dud- 


ley and  they  and  all  their  family  perished 
in  the  Galveston  flood.  The  eldest  son  of 
this  family  w-as  a  member  of  Company 
K,  Sixth  Iowa  Infantry  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Shiloh  and  Missionary 
Ridge.  He  was  seriously  wounded  three 
times  and  has  since  been  a  cripple. 

William  E.  Perree,  born  in  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  October  14,  1846, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Iowa  and  Pennsylvania,  after  which  he 
gave  his  attention  to  farming,  remaining 
with  his  father  until  the  latter's  death. 
He  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  when, 
in  November,  1863,  he  joined  Company 
M,  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  which 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see. He  was  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain \Miitney  and  Colonel  WTuslow  and 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  August  8,  1865.  He  had  par- 
ticipated in  many  hotly  contested  engage- 
ments, including  the  battles  of  Ripley, 
Tupelo,  Guntowai,  ]\Ionta  Valley,  Selma 
and  Columbus  and  numerous  skirmishes. 
In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Ferree  has 
always  been  a  stahvart  republican  and  has 
been  called  to  various  offices.  He  has 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  as  township  trus- 
tee, and  was  census  enumerator  in  1890. 
In  June,  1897,  he  was  appointed  postmas- 
ter of  Hillsboro  and  is  still  filling  that  po- 
sition, his  son  and  daughter  practically 
managing"  the  office  and  conducting  the 
business  connected  therewith. 

In  July,  1880,  Mr.  Ferree  was  married 
to  Miss  Lavina  B.  Isaman,  who  was  born 
in  Tuscarawas,  Ohio,  in  1855,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Gra- 
ham) Isaman,  both  of  w'hom  were  natives 
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of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  born  in  1814 
and  the  mother  in  181 5.  It  was  in  the 
year  1857  that  Mr.  Isaman  came  to  Hills- 
boro  and  settled  upon  a  farm,  where  he 
remained  continuously  until  his  death  in 
1902.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1895 
and  both  were  interred  in  the  Hillsboro 
cemetery.  In  his  political  views  ]\Ir.  Isa- 
man was  a  republican  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Alethodist 
church,  in  which  he  filled  the  office  of 
steward.  In  their  family  were  seven  chil- 
dren :  Frank  married  Alena  Xewhold 
and  died  in  1901,  while  his  widow  now 
resides  in  Aurora,  Nebraska.  Catherine 
is  the  wife  of  George  Deeds,  a  resident  of 
Colorado.  Lafayette  married  Sarah  \Miite 
and  lives  in  Aurora,  Nebraska.  David 
married  Magdalene  Beckley  and  is  now 
deceased,  while  his  widow  resides  in 
Hillsboro.  Samuel  married  Emma  Rey- 
nolds and  resides  in  Lewiston,  Idaho. 
Leah  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Beech,  of  Ship- 
ley, Nebraska.  Lavina  B.  is  now  Mrs. 
Ferree.  Of  this  family  B.  F.  and  Lafay- 
ette Isaman  were  both  soldiers  of  the 
Civil  war,  serving  in  Company  F,  Four- 
teenth Iowa  Infantry. 

Unto  Air.  and  ]\Irs.  Ferree  have  been 
born  five  children :  Armatha,  born  in 
Henry  county  in  1881,  is  the  wife  of 
Craig  Groves  and  resides  in  Hillsboro. 
\Mlliam  S.,  born  in  1884,  is  in  the  Hills- 
boro postoffice.  Paul  G.,  born  in  1887, 
also  resides  in  Hillsboro  and  married 
Miss  Bertha  \A''heatley,  by  whom  he  has 
one  child.  Zada  Zordatha.  Harriet  E., 
born  in  December.  1890,  is  a  high  school 
student.  Isaac  Edgar,  born  in  1894,  is 
also  in  school. 

Mr.  Ferree  resides  on  Commerce  street. 


Hillsboro,  where  he  owns  a  pretty  cot- 
tage. Fraternally  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow 
and  has  passed  all  of  the  chairs  in  lodge. 
No.  373.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
Lodge,  No.  541,  and  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  are 
people  of  the  highest  respectability,  wdiose 
many  excellent  traits  of  heart  and  mind 
have  won  for  them  the  unqualified  esteem 
of  those  with  whom  they  ha\-e  been  asso- 
ciated. Since  returning  from  the  war  Air. 
Ferree  has  suffered  from  ill  health,  but 
has  a  mind  unimpaired  and  a  wonderful 
memory,  assimilating  all  he  reads.  He 
keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  of 
general  interest,  political  and  otherwise, 
and  has  a  mind  well  stored  with  compre- 
hensive knowledge  of  facts  in  American 
history.  There  is  no  one  residing  here 
save  Dr.  Allen  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ellerton 
who  have  li^'ed  longer  in  Hillsboro  than 
Mr.  Ferree,  and  he  has  seen  many 
changes  in  the  village  and  in  the  county 
as  the  work  of  improvement  and  modern 
development  have  been  carried  forward. 


JOSEPH  B.   POPE. 

Joseph  B.  Pope  is  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Henry  county,  and  three  genera- 
tions of  the  family  have  been  born  upon 
the  farm  near  Hillsboro  on  which  he  still 
resides.  His  birth  occurred  in  this  county, 
Julv  16,  1847,  his  parents  being  John  A. 
and  Eliza    (Johnson)    Pope.     His  pater- 
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nal  grandfather  was  a  native  of  England 
and  served  as  a  colonel  in  the  war  of 
1812.  He  had  in  the  meantime  become  a 
resident  of  the  United  States  and  was  in 
hearty  sympathy  with  his  adopted  land 
when  he  took  np  arms  in  defense  of  her 
rights  in  the  second  war  with  England. 
John  A.  Pope  was  born  in  Highland 
connty,  Ohio,  February  23,  18 17,  and 
lived  upon  the  old  home  farm  with  his  fa- 
ther in  the  Buckeye  state  until  1842,  when 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  he  came 
to  Iowa,  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  early 
settlers  of  Henry  county.  Here  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  for  one  dol- 
lar per  acre,  and  today  the  same  property, 
now  in  possession  of  Joseph  B.  Pope,  is 
worth  one  hundred  and  t\\enty-five  dol- 
lars per  acre.  His  brother,  Robert  Pope, 
also  became  a  resident  of  Iowa.  He  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  his 
last  days  were  spent  in  Fairfield,  this 
state,  where  his  widow  now  resides.  On 
removing  to  Henry  county,  John  A.  Pope, 
with  characteristic  energy,  began  the  cul- 
tivation and  improvement  of  his  farm 
and  transformed  it  into  a  model  prop- 
ert}-  equipped  with  many  modern  con\'e- 
niences  and  accessories.  He  worked 
earnestly  and  persistently  and  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  labors  and  the  rapid  settle- 
ment of  the  county  his  land  greatly  in- 
creased in  value.  In  his  political  views 
he  was  a  stalwart  republican  and  served 
for  sixteen  consecutive  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  also  held  other  township 
offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharged 
with  promptness  and  fidelity.  He  was 
one  of  the  early  ]Masons  of  Salem  Lodge, 
Xo.  17,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, and  he  exemplified  in  his  life  the 


beneficient  teachings  of  the  craft.  Per- 
sonally he  was  a  large,  fine  appearing  man 
and  his  temperament  was  a  jovial  happy 
one.  His  wife  was  born  in  Highland 
county,  Ohio,  January  16,  1816.  They 
became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters:  T.  M.,  who  married  a  Miss 
Jones  and  resides  in  Hillsboro:  Mary  E., 
the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  Cook,  a  resident  of 
Harlan,  Shelby  county,  Iowa ;  Joseph  B., 
of  this  review ;  and  Katherine,  who  died 
when  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  mother's 
death  occurred  in  1887,  and  the  father 
passed  away  in  1888,  at  which  time  his 
grave  was  made  by  hers  in  Hillsboro 
cemetery. 

Joseph  B.  Pope,  spending  his  boyhood 
days  in  his  parents'  home,  was  educated 
in  Hillsboro  and  when  not  busy  with  his 
text-books  his  time  and  energies  were 
devoted  to  the  work  of  the  farm.  In  fact 
he  continued  upon  the  old  homestead  for 
seventeen  years  after  his  marriage,  for 
during  ten  years  of  that  time  his  father 
was  paralyzed  and  he  relieved  him  of  the 
care  and  responsibility  of  cultivating  the 
fields  and  improving  the  property. 

It  was  on  the  17th  of  January,  1871, 
that  Mr.  Pope  wedded  Miss  Vina  David- 
son, who  was  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Pennsylvania,  October  7,  1853,  a  daugh- 
ter of  J.  R.  and  Rachel  (Jordan)  David- 
son, who  were  also  natives  of  Fayette 
county,  the  former  born  January  26, 
1836,  and  the  latter  ^Nlarch  3.  1833.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  b}'  occupation  and 
in  1856  removed  with  his  family,  con- 
sisting of  wife  and  two  children,  to  Ohio, 
where  he  followed  farming.  In  1858  he 
came  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Van  Buren 
countv.      He   afterward   came   to   Henrv 
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county,  where  he  followed  farming  and 
alsa  became  a  leading  stockman,  carry- 
ing on  the  latter  branch  of  business  with 
great  success  for  a  number  of  years.  It 
was  in  1865  that  he  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Hillsboro,  where  he  successfully 
conducted  a  blacksmith  shop  for  thirteen 
years  and  in  later  years,  following  his  re- 
tirement from  public  office,  he  passed  an 
examination  which  secured  his  admission 
to  the  bar,  after  which  he  practiced  law 
for  a  considerable  period.  He  had  taught 
school  in  his  early  life,  "both  before  and 
after  his  marriage  and  he  was  a  very  ac- 
tive man  who  did  much  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  his  community.  He  also 
exerted  considerable  influence  in  public 
affairs  and  was  always  a  stalwart  advo- 
cate of  republican  principles.  For  two 
terms  he  served  as  sheriff  of  Henry 
county,  was  notary  public  for  many  years, 
filled  all  the  township  offices,  and  con- 
tinuousl}^  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  He  was  indeed  a  public 
spirited  man,  devoted  to  the  local  inter- 
ests and  general  progress  and  his  efforts 
in  behalf  of  public  good  were  far-reach- 
ing and  beneficial.  Fraternally  he  was 
connected  with  the  Masons  and  the  Odd 
Fellows.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  he 
served  for  a  long  period  as  clerk  and  he 
was  also  superintendent  and  teacher  in  the 
Sunday  school  until  his  health  failed. 
Unto  ]\Ir.  and  ]Mrs.  Davidson  were  born 
six  children:  Vina,  born  Alarch  13, 
1856;  John,  who  died  June  5,  1889; 
Roger,  who  married  Callie  Buchanan  and 
died  November  11,  1903,  while  his 
widow  now  resides  in  North  Platte,  Ne- 
braska,   and    has    three    children,    Ella. 


Helen,  and  Ruth ;  Anna,  born  June  9, 
1863,  became  the  wife  of  Will  Eyers  and 
died  June  13,  1894,  leaving  one  son, 
Ralph.  Mr.  Eyers  now  resides  in  Os- 
ceola, Iowa;  J.  W.,  born  in  1867,  married 
Iowa  Moxley  and  resides  in  Van  Buren 
county,  this  state.  They  have  one  son, 
John;  Lottie,  born  September  i,  1872, 
died  November  25,  1876,  at  the  age  of 
four  years.  The  mother's  death  occurred 
September  24,  1892,  and  Mr.  Davidson 
passed  away  May  5,  1903,  the  remains  of 
both  being  interred  in  the  Hillsboro  ceme- 
tery. After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  re- 
sided with  his  son  John.  The  Davidson 
family  also  has  a  good  war  record,  for 
Robert.  Richard,  and  Samuel  Davidson, 
uncles  of  Mrs.  Pope,  were  all  soldiers  of 
the  Union  army. 

Mr.  Pope  has  throughout  his  business 
career  been  quite  extensively  engaged  ii? 
dealing  in  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep, 
and  his  extensive  operations  in  this  direc- 
tion have  made  him  a  prosperous  citizen. 
He  still  owns  his  father's  old  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  but  in  1902  he 
removed  to  Hillsboro,  purchasing  a  pretty 
home,  upon  which  he  has  since  made  some 
improvements,  having  now  a  modern  and 
attractive  dwelling  in  the  midst  of  pleas- 
ing surroundings.  He  also  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Salem 
township.  In  1888  he  added  a  large 
frame  addition  to  the  stone  house  which 
his  father  had  erected  upon  the  old  home 
farm  in  1861.  He  was  born  in  the  orig- 
inal log  cabin  which  stood  upon  that 
place,  his  sons  were  born  in  the  old  stone 
house;  his  grandson  was  also  born  there. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pope  have  become  the 
parents  of  two  sons.     \\'illiam,  born  De- 
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cember  25,  1875,  and  now  residing  upon 
the  old  homestead  farm,  married  Miss 
Cora  Tuning,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Lester,    born   on   the  27th  of    January, 

1898.  The  younger  son,  John  Pope,  born 
October  8,  1879,  died  from  an  operation 
performed   for   appendicitis   October   23, 

1899,  and  his  remains  were  interred  in 
the  Hillsboro  cemetery.  He  was  a  good 
Christian  boy,  a  lover  of  home  and  his 
genuine  worth,  fidelity  to  honorable 
manly  principles,  and  kindly  spirit  made 
him  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  Both 
sons  were  given  good  educational  privi- 
leges, attending  Howe's  Academy  and 
also  Antrim's  Business  College.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pope  are  membersi  of  the 
Baptist  church  and  Mr.  Pope  belongs 
to  Lodge,  No.  541,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he  is 
treasurer.  His  wife  is  a  leading  member 
of  the  Eastern  Star,  in  which  she  is  serv- 
ing as  associate  conductress.  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Pope  is  a  very  earnest 
and  stalwart  democrat,  but  has  never 
cared  for  nor  sought  office,  preferring  to 
concentrate  his  energies  upon  his  business 
affairs.  He  is  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  old  and  prominent  pioneer  families 
of  the  county,  the  name  of  Pope  having 
ever  figured  conspicuously  and  honorably 
in  connection  with  progress  and  improve- 
ment in  this  part  of  the  state  through 
many  decades.  Mr.  Pope  now  has  in  his 
possession  a  china  tea  canister  that  be- 
longed to  his  great-great-grandfather,  who 
lived  at  Leesburg,  Virginia,  and  General 
Washington  often  drank  tea  made  from 
the  contents  of  this  canister.  Pie  like- 
wise has  his  grandfather's  old  silver 
watch  and  also  a  gun  that  his  great-great- 


grandfather took  with  him  to  Ohio  in  the 
early  settlement  of  that  state.  These  are 
cherished  heirlooms  in  the  family.  Mr. 
Pope  possesses  an  excellent  memory  for 
dates  and  events  connected  with  the  early 
history  of  Henry  county  and  can  relate 
many  interesting  incidents  of  pioneer  life 
here.  He  has  made  his  home  in  this 
locality  from  a  very  early  day,  Henry 
county  being  then  largely  an  unimproved 
district,  while  the  entire  state  of  Iowa 
had  but  a  small  population.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  exemplify  in  their  daily  lives 
their  Christian  faith  and  belief.  In  the 
fall  of  1905  they  made  a  trip  to  California 
and  Oregon  and  while  greatly  enjoying 
the  visit  to  the  Pacific  coast  they  decided 
that  after  all  there  was  no  place  so  dear 
as  their  old  Iowa  home.  It  is  here  that 
they  have  lived  and  labored  for  many 
years  and  Henry  county  has  witnessed 
their  trials  and  their  triumphs.  Having 
left  the  farm,  they  are  now  residing  in 
an  attractive  home  in  Hillsboro  sur- 
rounded by  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
life  which  have  been  made  possible  to 
them  through  the  earnest  and  indefati- 
gable efforts  of  Mr.  Pope  in  his  business 
affairs  in  earlier  vears. 


REV.  JOHN  WILLIAM  HANCHER. 
S.  T.  D. 

Rev.  John  A\^illiam  Hancher,  S.  T.  D., 
in  the  scope  of  whose  efforts  Iowa  Wes- 
leyan  Uni\'ersity,  of  which  he  has  been 
president,  has  been  greatly  benefited  and 
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the  cause  of  education  advanced,  was  born 
upon  a  farm  in  Noble  county,  Ohio,  April 
9,  1856,  his  parents  being  James  and 
Anzie  Eleanor  (Johnson)  Plancher.  The 
Hancher  family  was  known  in  Winchester, 
Virginia,  at  an  early  date  in  the  coloniza- 
tion of  the  new  world,  and  there  tlie  father 
was  born.  AMien  a  youth  of  nine  years  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal 
to  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Noble  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  teaching  for  three  years 
at  a  salary  of  thirteen  dollars  per  month. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Miss  An- 
zie Eleanor  Johnson,  who  was  also  a 
teacher  and  was  descended  from  German 
ancestry,  her  father  having  been  born  in 
Germany.  She,  however,  was  born  in  this 
country  in  1830.  Following  his  first  mar- 
riage, James  Hancher  engaged  in  farming 
and  became  one  of  the  prominent  and  ex- 
tensive agriculturists  of  Noble  county, 
Ohio.  He  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Whig  party,  and 
upon  its  chssolution  he  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  new  Republican  party,  but  would 
never  accqDt  a  salaried  political  office,  al- 
though frecjuently  urged  to  do  so  by  his 
fellow  tow^nsmen.  He  labored,  however, 
for  the  adoption  of  the  principles  of  the 
party,  and  was  also  prominent  in  educa- 
tional work,  supporting  every  movement 
that  tended  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
schools.  Both  he  and  his  wnfe  were  up- 
right, earnest  people,  with  lofty  concep- 
tions of  the  Christian  life  and  high  moral 
standards.  He  still  lives  upon  the  old 
homestead  in  Ohio,  but  the  mother  passed 
away  on  the  13th  of  January,  1903.  In 
their  family  were  seven  children,  who 
reached  mature  vears. 


Rev.  John  W.  Hancher,  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  and  the  eldest  son,  spent 
his  youth  on  the  home  farm  and  began 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  Later 
he  engaged  in  teaching,  and  then  in  order 
to  still  further  prepare  himself  for  pro- 
fessional service  he  attended  the  Noble 
County  Normal  Shcool  and  the  Ohio  Cen- 
tral Normal  School.  He  likewise  received 
instruction  from  private  teachers  and  was 
graduated  in  the  Dakota  School  of  ^Mines 
in  1888,  winning  the  Bachelor  of  Science 
degree,  while  in  189 1  he  received  the  Mas- 
ter of  Science  degree  from  the  same  in- 
stitution. 

Rev.  Hancher  began  his  active  connec- 
tion with  the  church  in  1880,  when  he 
joined  the  South  Kansas  Methodist  Epis- 
copal conference.  He  spent  four  years  in 
southern  Kansas  and  two  years  in  the 
Upper  Iowa  conference,  after  which  he 
went  to  the  Black  Hills  as  home  mission- 
ary and  engaged  in  preaching  at  Rapid 
City,  South  Dakota,  for  two  years.  He 
was  president  of  the  Black  Hills  College 
at  Hot  Springs,  South  Dakota,  for  eight 
years,  and  in  1897  was  transferred  to  the 
St.  Louis  conference,  filling  the  pastorate 
of  the  Grand  avenue  church  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri,  for  two  years,  that  being 
one  of  the  largest  churches  in  Methodism. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  joined 
the  Northern  New  York  conference  and 
labored  for  the  interests  of  tlie  Methodist 
church  in  Herkimer,  New  York,  for  two 
years,  when  on  the  ist  of  May,  1901,  he 
came  to  Mount  Pleasant  to  accept  the 
presidency  of  the  Iowa  Wesle^'an  V\\\- 
versity. 

In  1890  Rev.  Hancher  received  the  de- 
gree of  Master  of  Arts  from  Mount  Union 


684 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


College  of  Ohio,  in  1905  the  degree  of 
S.  T.  D.,  and  in  1905  the  honorary  degree 
of  LL.  D.,  the  last  mentioned  being  con- 
ferred by  Simpson  College.  Since  coming 
to  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  Rev.  Ran- 
cher has  filled  the  chair  of  mental  and 
moral  science,  while  devoting  his  attention 
assiduonsly  to  the  business  of  the  school. 
He  is  a  man  of  excellent  executive  force, 
keen  discernment  and  financial  al:)ility  and 
has  succeeded  in  wiping  out  a  large  in- 
debtedness which  had  been  incurred  by 
the  university  and  placing  the  university 
upon  a  sound  financial  basis.  He  has 
studied  closely  methods  and  means,  has 
improved  txtry  opportunity  and  today  the 
school  as  it  now  stands,  free  from  debt, 
is  largely  a  monument  to  his  business  fore- 
sight and  capable  management.  There  is 
perhaps  no  one  who  has  a  wider  reputa- 
tion for  the  successful  C(3ntrol  of  church 
finances.  He  has  been  truly  helpful  in 
raising  money  at  the  dedicatoiy  services 
of  various  churches,  having  the  ability  to 
enlist  the  interest  and  co-operation  of  many 
in  the  noble  work  of  spreading  the  gospel. 
Dr.  Hancher  is  also  widely  known  as  a 
lecturer  on  many  public  and  literaiT  sub- 
jects and  his  addresses  show  wide  research, 
deep  thought  and  thorough  understanding 
of  the  questions  under  discussion.  He  has 
a  large  acquaintance  with  men,  having 
traveled  widely  in  this  country  and  in  Eu- 
rope and  studied  critically  the  personality 
of  the  successful  men  of  our  time  as  well 
as  the  metliods  upon  which  their  successes 
have  been  built.  He  was  chosen  to  head 
the  delegation  of  the  Iowa  conference  at 
the  last  quadrennial  session  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  held  at  Los  Angeles,   California, 


in  1904.  In  1892  and  1896  he  attended 
that  body,  representing  the  Black  Hills 
Mission,  but  ^^■as  not  a  member,  missions 
not  being  entitled  to  membership.  Aside 
from  his  efiforts  in  behalf  of  educational 
progress,  Dr.  Hancher  has  displayed  ex- 
cellent business  force  and  keen  sagacity, 
and  is  now  a  director  of  the  United  States 
Packing  Company  that  is  erecting  large 
packing  plants  in  Mexico.  He  also  has 
other  business  interests  which  bring  a  de- 
sirable financial  return. 

On  the  loth  of  May,  1877,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hancher  and 
Miss  Virginia  Adelaide  Taylor,  of  Noble 
county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Y. 
and  Eliza  ( Shankland)  Taylor.  They 
had  two  children,  but  the  elder,  ]^Iaude 
Blanche,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months.  The  surviving  daughter,  Ada 
Grace,  \vho  \vas  graduated  from  Io\\'a 
Wesleyan  University  in  the  class  of  1904, 
is  now  the  wife  of  Burton  Beck,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  same  school  in  1903 
and  is  now  assistant  division  passenger 
agent  for  the  Oregon  Railway  and  Navi- 
gation Company  at  Tacoma,  \\"ashington. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hancher  hold  membership 
in  the  Asbuiy  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  church. 
A  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  keen  and 
clear-headed,  always  busy,  always  care- 
ful, and  conservative  in  financial  matters, 
moving  slowly  but  surely  in  ever}-  trans- 
action, he  has  few  superiors  in  the  steady 
progress  A\hich  in\'ariably  deads  to  the 
objective  point.  The  spirit  of  his  achieve- 
ment must  inspire  all  young  men  who  read 
it  with  a  truer  estimate  of  the  value  and 
sure  rewards  of  character,  and  his  work 
in  the  world  as  the  promoter  of  those  quali- 
ties,   which,   after  all,   are  the  onlv  ones 
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that  really  count — the  qualities  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  attainment — is  a  fact 
acknowledged  by  all. 


HON.  JOHN  WEST  PALM. 

Hon.  John  ^^''est  Palm,  who  served  as 
postmaster  at  Mount  Pleasant  a  number 
of  years,  was  born  in  Southington,  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  October  23,  1850,  his 
parents  being  Adam  and  Jane  (West) 
Palm.  The  father  was  born  in  Trumbull 
county.  Ohio,  ]\Iarch  26,  18 16,  and  was 
of  German  extraction.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  October 
II.  1889.  when  he  was  seventy-three  years 
of  age.  He  was  a  farmer  and  brick  ma- 
son, and  in  1856  came  to  Iowa,  settling 
in  ]\Iarion  township,  Henry  county,  where 
he  followed  farming,  devoting  his  atten- 
tion to  general  agricultural  pursuits  for 
many  years.  He  afterward  removed  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  lived  retired  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  \xiie  was  of 
Scotch  and  English  parentage,  and  be- 
came a  resident  of  Ohio  in  early  girlhood. 
Her  death  occurred  in  this  county  in  1857, 
and,  like  her  husband,  she  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Ebenezer  cemetery  in  Marion  town- 
ship. In  their  family  were  seven  children  : 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Hon.  J.  \\\  Vernon,  of 
Memphis.  Tennessee;  Martha,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Col.  R.  K.  Miller,  of  East 
Des  Moines,  but  both  are  now  deceased; 
Julia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Colonel 
Miller  after  the  death  of  her  sister,  and  is 
now  living  in  Des  ]\Ioines :  Permelia,  who 


is  the  w^idow  of  \\'illiam  Faulkner,  and 
resides  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  William, 
who  ded  in  infancy;  John  W\.  of  this  re- 
view ;  and  Alice,  the  deceased  wife  of  ^^'il- 
bur  Davis.  In  his  political  view's,  the 
father  was  a  republican.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  devoted  memlDers  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  and  he  died  as  he  lived,  with 
unfaltering  faith  and  trust  in  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  He  ever  followed  the  best 
impulses  of  his  nature,  and  his  life  con- 
formed to  a  high  standard  of  morality. 
He  faithfully  met  every  obligation  that 
devolved  upon  him  in  his  relations  to  his 
family,  his  friends  and  his  community, 
and  his  life  of  rectitude  and  honor  consti- 
tutes an  example  well  worthy  of  emula- 
tion. His  neighbors,  friends  and  all  who 
knew  him  wall  long  remember  his  sturdy 
integrity  and  his  uplifting  influence,  his 
generous  spirit  and  his  many  benevolent 
and  kindly  acts.  He  spent  his  last  days  in 
the  home  of  his  son,  John  West  Palm,  and 
was  a  resdent  of  Mount  Pleasant  from 
1869  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Following 
the  demise  of  his  first  wife,  he  remained 
unmarried  for  twenty-two  years,  and  then 
^^xdded  Mrs.  Emma  Gregg,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son,  George,  who  is  now  livino^ 
in  Kila,  Montana. 

John  West  Palm  pursued  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  high  school  in  the 
class  of  1869.  He  also  spent  two  years 
as  a  student  in  Howe's  Academy,  where 
he  prepared  for  teaching,  and  entered 
upon  the  work  of  the  classical  course  in 
the  Iowa  ^^'esleyan  College  in  Blount 
Pleasant,  graduating  in  1876.  In  1877  he 
was  appointed  to  fill  out  the  unexpired 
term  of  Professor  S.  L.  Howe,  who  was 
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the  superintendent  of  county  schools,  and 
the  following  year  was  elected  to  the  of- 
fice, but  resigned  ere  the  expiration  of 
one  year  and  purchased  the  Journal,  a 
newspaper  published  in  Mount  Pleasant. 
He  became  part  owner  in  1878,  and  con- 
tinued as  editor  and  joint  proprietor  for 
nine  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  pe- 
riod he  was  elected  county  treasurer.  His 
wnfe  continued  the  publication  of  the  pa- 
per as  local  editor  for  four  years,  and  thus 
]\Ir.  Palm  remained  owner  of  the  Journal 
for  thirteen  years.  In  1887  he  was  elected 
county  treasurer  and  filled  the  office  two 
terms,  and  afterward  served  for  one  year 
as  deputy  county  treasurer,  during  which 
year  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the 
office  of  county  auditor,  in  wdiich  he  was 
also  continued  for  two  terms  by  re-elec- 
tion. Following  his  retirement  from  that 
position,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  in  1897,  ^^^  held  that  po- 
sition until  1906,  giving  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  administration,  which 
has  won  him  high  encomiums  from  the 
general  public.  His  entire  official  service 
•has  been  characterized  by  an  unfaltering 
fidelity  to  duty,  and  during  twenty  con- 
secutive years  spent  in  office  he  has  ever 
won  the  respect  and  trust  of  his  fellow 
townsmen,  who  have  conferred  upon  him 
these  official  honors. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1879,  Mr. 
Palm  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  E. 
Andrews,  who  was  born  in  Mills  county, 
Iowa,  February  11,  1859,  a  daughter  of 
Judge  M.  L.  and  Maria  (Deming)  An- 
drews, both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  who  are  men- 
tioned on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Palm  have  reared  three  children, 


and  have  also  reared  Mr.  Palm's  half- 
brother,  George  H.  Palm.  The  eldest, 
Edward,  is  now  a  resident  of  Kalispell, 
]\Iontana.  Mary,  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school,  is  at  home.  Margaret  is  attend- 
ing school.  Mrs.  Palm  is  a  lady  of  su- 
perior intellectual  and  literary  culture,  and 
is  the  author  of  various  writings  that  have 
won  her  prominence  in  local  literary  cir- 
cles. From  her  pen  has  come  the  Web- 
Weavers.  She  has  a  fine  descriptive  fac- 
ulty, in  which  there  is  also  a  vein  of  hu- 
mor. She  writes  with  great  facility,  and 
is  master  of  the  art  of  description.  She 
also  wrote  the  Minor  Note,  A  Gray  Day, 
A  Mount  Pleasant  Procession,  and  other 
sketches  which  indicate  an  appreciation 
for  truth,  beauty  and  humor  in  life.  She 
has  always  been  a  great  reader  and  is  fa- 
miliar with  the  best  authors  of  ancient  and 
modern  times.  She  is  a  charming  hostess 
and  her  home  is  the  center  of  a  cultured 
society  circle.  She  gives  generously  of 
her  best  for  the  delight  of  her  guests.  Mr. 
Palm  has  long  been  associated  with  the 
interests  of  the  community,  and  his  ef- 
forts for  public  progress  have  been  far- 
reaching  and  effective.  He  was  for  years 
at  the  head  of  the  county  fair  association, 
but  at  length  had  to  give  up  that  work 
because  of  the  great  strain  of  his  personal 
and  public  duties.  Mr.  Palm,  possessing 
a  retentive  memory,  has  long  been  re- 
garded in  Henry  county  as  an  authority 
on  historical  events.  He,  too,  is  a  strong 
and  forceful  writer,  and  he  is  especially 
well  known  in  connection  with  his  com- 
memorative writings.  One  of  his  more 
recent  public  utterances  was  given  in  the 
event  oi  a  memorial  address  delivered  at 
Pleasant  Hill  chapel  in  Henry  county  on 
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the  30th  of  May,  1904.     Perhaps  no  bet- 
ter idea  of  his  understanding  of  the  great 
events  of  history  at  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war  and  his  patriotic  spirit  can  be  given 
than  by  quoting  from  that  address.     "I 
am  sure  you  veterans — and  it  is  to  you  I 
am  to  chiefly  address  my  remarks  today — 
I  am  sure  you  would  rather  listen  to  one 
of  your  own  comrades  in  arms  than  to  the 
voice  of  a  'layman'  upon  those  themes  ap- 
propriate to  consider,  and  proper,  in  some 
measure,  to  review  upon  this  melancholy, 
yet  inspiring,  memorial  occasion.    Yet  the 
army  of  tlie  noncombatants  were  not  all 
so  from  choice.     Many  are  they  who  bit- 
terly deplored  the  cruel  partiality  of  the 
government  census,   which   classed  them 
with  "women  and  children,"  unfit  for  duty 
on  the  firing  line.     In  my  youthful  en- 
thusiasm I  did  get  to  be  marksman,  or 
small  flag  bearer  to  the  home  guards.    A 
neighbor  boy  and  I  were  chosen  to  carry 
small  flags,  and  in  the  evolutions  of  the 
rude   militia   on  the  prairies  of   Marion 
township  we  were  called  upon  to  take  our 
place  on  either  side  of  the  ensign  and  hold 
ourselves  in  readiness  to  run  upon  com- 
mand as  fast  as  our  legs  would  cari-y  us 
forward  to  the  head  of  the  column,  and 
there  stand  to  enable  it  to  make  a  square 
turn  to  the  right  or  left.  No  doubt  this  is 
cjuite  as  far  as  a  ten-year-old  boy  could  be 
expected  to  advance  in  military  science  or 
experience ;  but  the  disappointment  was 
hard  to  endure,  for  to  be  a  real  soldier, 
with  knapsack  and  gun,  was  the  fond  hope 
of  my  waking  and  the  fitful  dream  of  my 
sleeping  hours.     I  had  a  uniform  of  gray, 
with  a  yellow  stripe  running  down  the  leg 
of  my  pants.     I  think  we  were  called  the 
'Ebenezer  Grays,'  and  when  under  drill 


we  stretched  our  boys'  legs  far  out  to  keep 
in  step  with  the  men,  and  to  our  bedazzled 
youthful  imagination  there  was  no  pallia- 
tion or  excuse  for  being  born  in  the  '50s 
and  still  less  for  barring  young  gentlemen 
of  ten  summers  from  enlistment  in  the 
army.    , 

"I  hestitate  to  address  you  men  of  the 
'60s       I     feel     a    special     disqualification 
the  fatal  disqualification  of  not  being  one 
of  you.     For  to  no  one  are  the  scenes  and 
circumstances  of  war  so  real,  so  tangible, 
as    to    those    who    themselves    witnessed 
them,  and  by  none  can  they  be  so  well  and 
so  truthfully  portrayed  as  by  the  men  who 
themselves  felt  the  shock  of  battle,  and 
themselves,  each  for  himself,  saw  the  lean 
and  hungry  demon  of  war  staring  him  fair 
in   the   face.      There   is    indeed   comrade- 
ship, deep,  abiding  comradeship,  between 
you    boys  of  the  '60s.      A    comradeship 
which    we    'laymen'    admit    our    inability 
fully  to  enter  into  and  adequately  to  por- 
tray.    Yours  is  a  comradeship  born  of  a 
common  danger  and  a  common  duty;  a 
common   obligation  of  patriotism   and  a 
common  love  of  the  flag.     There  remains 
to   you,   the  mere   remnant  now   of   the 
grand  army  of  Grant  and  Sherman,  there 
remains  to  you  a  comradeship  bom  of  the 
heat  of  battle  and  cemented  by  the  grim 
certainty  that  of  some  would  be  demanded 
the  forfeit  of  their  lives  to  save  their  coun- 
try.    Yours  is  a  comradeship  born  in  an 
heroic  hour ;  bom  when  there  were  called 
into  play  every  resource  of  manhood,  ev- 
ery obligation  of  honor;  every  sense  of 
patriotism,  every  prompting  of  duty;  ev- 
ery sentiment  which  the  love  of  home  and 
country  contribute  to  manlv  courage  and 
prompt  to  noble  sacrifice."    Then  follows 
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a  review  of  the  important  events  which  led 
Uj)  to  the  opening  of  the  war.  "Men  will 
light,  but  civilized  man  fights  only  to  es- 
cape conditions  worse  than  war,  and  to 
secure  that  good  which  only  the  god  of 
hciLtles  can  give.  I  want  here  publicly  to 
thank  you  boys  in  blue,  you  gentlemen  of 
the  '60s,  for  doing  my  fighting  for  me. 
In  the  name  of  my  generation,  on  behalf 
of  the  millions  of  men  of  today  who  in 
i860  were  boys  not  tall  enough  by  a 
hand's  breadth  to  get  behind  a  gun  and 
go  forth  to  battle,  in  the  name  of  the 
women  and  children  and  the  great  army 
of  helpless  noncombatants  for  whom  you 
fought,  for  the  love  of  whom  you  ga\^e  the 
last  supreme  test  and  measure  of  devotion 
— in  their  name  and  in  the  name  of  the 
common  rights  and  just  destines  of  men 
"Of  whom  were  the  great  armies  of 
and  nations,  I  want  to  thank  you  old 
soldiers  for  your  sacrifice  and  your 
service. 

Grant  and  Sherman  composed?  From 
Avhence  did  the  boys  in  blue  come?  The 
men  who  fought  at  Shiloh  and  at  the  Wil- 
derness were  not  veterans.  They  did  not 
come  out  of  the  standing  army.  They 
were  not  making  war  a  profession.  Be- 
fore Lincoln's  first  call  and  the  fall  of 
Sumpter  they  had  scarcely  dreamed  of 
war's  alarm.  The  great  armies  that  put 
down  the  rebellion  and  saved  the  nation 
were  drawn  from  the  whole  body  of  the 
people.  The  college  professor,  the  men 
of  the  learned  professions,  the  scholars 
and  thinkers  did  not  put  down  the  rebel- 
lion, but  they  contributed  a  great  and  val- 
uable service  to  that  end.  The  farm  boys 
from  the  prairies  and  the  mechanics  and 
day  laborers  of  the  great  cities  did  not  put 


do\\n  the  rebellion  and  save  the  nation, 
but  they,  too,  contributed  their  full  share 
to  that  end.  The  grand  army  of  Grant 
and  Sherman  was  drawn  from  every  walk 
of  life.  There  you  would  see  the  pale- 
faced  college  student,  the  sons  of  wealth 
and  station,  the  boys  brought  up  in  lux- 
ury and  ease,  marching  side  by  side  with 
the  sunburned  plowboy  of  the  prairies  and 
the  smoke-begrimed  factory  men  of  the 
cities.  There  you  found  the  hollow-eyed 
professor,  fresh  from  the  intricacies  of 
Calculus  and  the  mysteries  of  metaphys- 
ics, plodding  along  side  by  side  with  the 
boys  recruited  from  the  slums  and  alleys 
of  our  great  cities.  No  one  class  held  a 
patent  on  patriotism  in  that  great  and 
bloody  drama.  Thank  God,  patriotism 
is  not  a  thing  of  station,  of  wealth,  of 
opportunity,  or  education,  but  is  the  rich 
heritage  as  well  of  the  poor,  of  the  un- 
fortunate, and  even  of  the  wicked  and  de- 
generate. Boys  of  small  promise,  even 
those  of  wild  and  reckless  life  and  habits 
at  home,  often  made  the  most  sturdy,  he- 
roic and  fearless  soldiers  at  the  front. 

'T  cannot  let  pass  this  memorial  to  our 
heroic  dead  without  directing  your  atten- 
tion for  a  brief  moment  to  the  chief  figure 
in  this  melancholy  yet  glorious  drama — 
the  tall,  gaunt,  manly  figure  with  deep, 
sad  eyes  and  melancholy  face,  who  occu- 
pied the  chair  of  state  at  the  white  house 
and  who  at  length  gave  to  freedom  its 
crowning  sacrifice,  the  sacrifice  of  his  great 
heart  and  life — Abraham  Lincoln.  What 
a  rare  product  of  the  mighty  forces  of 
those  troublous  times  was  he.  What  a 
sane  and  understandable  quantity,  what 
an  approachable  and  kindly  man  he  was : 
what  a  sympathetic  and  tender  heart  he 
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had,  and  with  it  all  what  a  deep  and  in- 
tuitive understanding  of  the  forces  in  that 
mig-hty  play.  How  patient,  how  forbear- 
ing, how  forgiving  he  was  to  our  erring 
brethren  of  the  south,  and  how  pathetic- 
ally, how  earnestly  he  appealed  to  them 
as  friends,  as  brothers,  as  countrymen,  and 
how  sorrowfully  at  last  he  invoked  the 
cruel  arbitrament  of  the  god  of  battles  to 
save  the  nation  and  sustain  the  flag." 


GEORGE  THOMAS  AIASOX,   U.  D. 

Back  in  the  fertile  fields  of  Greene 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  1850,  the  subject  of 
this  memoir  first  saw  the  light  of  day. 
His  parents,  John  and  Rachel  (Ross) 
Mason,  both  now  deceased,  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  same  county.  John  Mason's 
father,  James  Mason,  was  a .  native  of 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  his  parents 
were  Presbyterians  in  religious  faith  and 
descendants  of  emigrants  from  the  hig-h- 
lands  of  Scotland.  These  Highlanders 
on  the  paternal  side  were  descendants  of 
Sir  William  Mason,  who  went  from  Lon- 
don, England,  to  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land almost  two  hundred  years  ago. 

James  Mason  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  America  when  only  five  years 
old.  settling  in  Greene  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  the  most  of  the  family  re- 
sided throughout  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  including  the  parents  and  James. 
Dr.  Mason's  mother,  Rachel  Ross,  was 
born    in    Greene    countv,    Pennsvlvania, 


and  was  of  Scotch  and  German  descent, 
her  father,  Jacob  Ross,  being  of  Scotch 
parentage,  while  her  mother  was  of  Ger- 
man lineage.  John  and  Rachel  Mason 
had  ten  children  born  unto  them,  of  whom 
eight  are  living,  namely:  Mary  Fisher, 
of  Logan,  Ohio ;  Mrs.  Abigail  E.  Austin, 
of  Nelsonville,  Ohio;  William  J.,  of 
Edenville,  Michigan;  Hiram,  of  Nelson- 
ville, Ohio;  Mrs.  Phoebe  Jane  Conaway, 
of  Logan,  Ohio;  James  K.,  of  Kansas, 
Illinois;  George  T.,  whose  ;iame  heads 
this  sketch,  and  Dr.  Timothy  R.  Mason, 
of  Sugar  Grove,  Ohio.  Jacob  R.  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  leaving  a 
widow  and  one  son. 

Dr.  Mason  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Harrison  county,  Virginia,  in  the  fall  of 
1852  and  to  Coles  county,  Illinois,  in 
1854,  locating  three  miles  west  of  Pin- 
hook,  now  Oakland.  The  family  sufifered 
int-ensely  from  ague  and  the  youngest 
child,  a  baby  boy  eighteen  months  old, 
died  there  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  Deer 
Creek  cemetery.  The  family,  becoming 
discouraged  owing  to  so  much  illness,  re- 
traced their  steps  in  the  fall  of  1856  as 
far  as  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  and  there 
settled  in  Starr  township,  adjoining  the 
Athens  county  line,  five  miles  from  Nel- 
sonville, now  the  center  of  the  Hocking 
Valley  mining  district,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  bituminous  coal  fields  in  Amer- 
ica. Here  "little  Tommy,"  as  he  was 
familiarly  called,  grew  to  manhood, 
working  on  his  father's  farm  in  the  sum- 
mer seasons  and  attending  school  three 
months  in  the  winter  in  a  log  house,  sit- 
ting on  a  slab  bench.  His  writing  desk 
consisted  of  a  board  laid  on  pins  driven 
into  the  wall.     Later  he  attended  an  acad- 
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emy  and  high  schools,  and  a  short  time 
before  the  eighteenth  anniversary  of  his 
birth  he  was  in  the  schooh-oom  as  teacher 
at  a  point  in  Starr  township  known  as 
Sidehill  Academy.  He  taught  in  Ohio, 
Kansas  and  IlHnois  for  ten  years.  He  re- 
ceived the  first  teacher's  certificate  ever 
issued  in  Sumner  county.  Kansas,  and 
taught  the  first  public  school  ever  taught 
in  that  county.  Also  the  first  school  exhi- 
bition given  in  the  county  was  given  by 
the  Doctor  and  his  school  in  the  town  of 
Oxford  on  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas 
river.  People  traveled  twenty  miles  to 
attend  that  entertainment  .  The  Doctor 
also  paid  considerable  attention  to  vocal 
music  when  a  young  man.  He  taught 
voice  culture  and  elocution  for  some  time 
and  gave  a  number  of  public  entertain- 
ments. He  spent  a  number  of  years  in 
writing  biographical  and  township  his- 
tories for  Chapman  Brothers  and  the 
Lewis  Publishing  Company,  of  Chicago ; 
but  this  work  kept  him  from  home  so 
much  that  he  finally  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  to  which  he  devoted  his  leisure 
hours  for  more  than  a  year,  while  he  still 
continued  in  the  history  business.  He 
took  his  first  course  in  medicine  at  the 
Hospital  College  of  Medicine,  at  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  in  March,  1892.  He 
at  once  removed  from  Areola,  Illinois,  his 
former  home,  to  Lowell,  Henry  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  practiced  until  the  fall  of 
1894,  when  he  removed  to  Trenton, 
where  he  has  since  resided  and  continues 
in  general  practice.  He  was  married  De- 
cember 24,  1879,  to  Miss  Ida  E.  Gray,  of 
Vermilion    county,    Illinois.      She    is    a 


daughter  of  the  late  Harvey  and  Susan 
(Harman)  Gray,  of  Sidell,  Illinois.  Her 
brother,  Samuel  Gray,  of  Sidell,  Illinois, 
wrote  the  first  article  advocating  the 
township  central  school  system,  which  ar- 
ticle appeared  in  the  Prairie  Fanner  in 
1870.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  have  had 
six  children  born  to  them,  as  follows : 
Guy,  Edna,  Victor,  Ada,  "  Harry  and 
Florence.  Most  of  the  family  are  iden- 
tified with  the  church  and  Sunday  school 
in  Trenton.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  an 
uncompromising  republican,  being  the 
only  advocate  of  that  party  in  his  father's 
family.  His  brother,  Dr.  T.  R.  Mason, 
of  Sugar  Grove,  Ohio,  is  a  prominent 
democrat  in  his  place  and  served  on  the 
L'nited  States  pension  board  under  Cleve- 
land, while  Dr.  Mason  of  this  review  is 
a  member  of  the  pension  board  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  having  acted  in  that  capacity 
for  several  years. 


ROBERT  LAWRENCE. 

Robert  Lawrence,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  in  Tippecanoe  township, 
where  he  also  devotes  his  attention  to  the 
raising  of  Poland  China  hogs  and  Nor- 
man draft  horses,  is  conducting  a  success- 
ful business  because  he  is  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  best  methods  of  tilling 
the  soil  and  caring  for  his  crops  and  more- 
over manifests  close  application  and  unre- 
mitting diligence  in  his  work.  He  is  one 
of  the  native  sons  of  Henry  county,  his 
birth  having  occurred  here  on  the   19th 
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of  January,  1859.  His  father,  George 
Lawrence,  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and  a 
son  of  Robert  Lawrence.  In  the  land  of 
hills  and  heather  George  Lawrence  was 
reared  and  educated  and,  having  arrived 
at  years  of  maturity,  was  married  there  to 
Helen  Frazier,  a  native  of  the  same  coun- 
try. Determining  to  try  their  fortune  in 
the  new  world  they  sailed  for  the  L'nited 
States  and  took  up  their  abode  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  where  they  remained  for  two 
years,  the  father  working  at  the  trade  of 
stone  cutting,  which  he  had  learned  in  his 
native  land.  He  then  came  to  Mount 
Pleasant,  which  was  at  that  time  the  ter- 
minus of  the  railroad,  and,  securing  em- 
ployment at  his  trade,  he  assisted  in  build- 
ing the  asylum  for  the  insane  in  that  city 
and  also  in  building  the  railroad  bridge. 
He  likewise  worked  on  the  state  capitol 
building  in  Des  Moines.  After  a  compara- 
tively brief  residence  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
however,  he  removed  to  Tippecanoe 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
many  years,  at  first  purchasing  a  tract  of 
land  of  forty  acres,  to  wdiich  he  afterward 
added  eighty  acres  and  then  another  tract 
of  twenty  acres.  Here  he  improved  a 
good  farm,  placing  the  fields  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  adding  mod- 
ern equipments  and  accessories,  so  that 
the  farm  became  productive  and  valuable. 
He  was  killed  in  a  runaway  accident  in 
1900  and  in  1905  his  widow  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  Murray  and  is  still  living 
in  this  county. 

Robert  Lawrence  of  this  review  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
two  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  attend- 
ed the  district  schools  in  his  boyhood 
davs  and  when  not  busv  with  his  text- 


books he  gave  his  attention  to  farm  labor, 
continuing  at  home  with  his  parents  until 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  was  then 
married  on  the  17th  of  September,  1885, 
to  Miss  Arminta  jM.  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Jefferson  county,  July  i,  1867,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Marcus  K.  Smith,  a  native 
of  Indiana,  while  her  mother,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Rachel  A.  White,  was 
born  in  Henry  county,  Iowa,  her  parents 
being  early  settlers  of  this  state.  Her 
cousin  laid  out  the  town  of  Burlington, 
and  the  family  of  which  she  is  a  represen- 
tative has  long  been  closely  and  honorably 
connected  with  the  substantial  develop- 
ment of  this  part  of  the  state.  Her  pater- 
nal grandparents  were  Abraham  and  Nel- 
lie (VanDoran)  Smith  and  her  maternal 
grandparents  were  Nathaniel  and  ]\Iary 
(Rose)  White.  Mrs.  Lawrence  is  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  five  sons  and  se\'en 
daughters. 

Following  his  marriage  Mr.  Lawrence 
rented  a  farm  from  his  father,  upon  which 
he  lived  for  three  years  and  then  with  the 
money  which  he  had  managed  to  save 
from  his  earnings  he  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson 
county,  Iowa,  whereon  he  continued  to 
reside  for  twelve  years.  He  then  sold  that 
property  and  invested  in  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Tippecanoe  town- 
"ihip,  Henry  county,  which  came  into  his 
possession  in  the  spring  of  1900.  There 
was  a  house  and  barn  and  other  improve- 
xnents  upon  the  place.  He  has  since  re- 
paired the  dwelling  and  has  added  modern 
equipments,  making  this  one  of  the  best 
improved  and  attractive  farm  properties 
in  the  locality.   He  carries  on  general  agri- 
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cultural  pursuits  and  the  fields  give  prom- 
ise of  golden  harvests,  for  he  is  practical 
in  his  methods  of  cultivating  the  cereals 
best  adapted  to  soil  and  climate.  He  also 
raises  Poland  China  hogs,  having  about 
fifty  head  per  year  and  he  gives  some  at- 
tention to  the  raising  of  Norman  draft 
horses  and  to  raising  and  feeding  cattle 
In  his  business  affairs  he  is  enterprising 
and  progressive  and  he  owes  his  prosper- 
ity entirely  to  his  well  directed  labors 
and  integrity. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  Lawrence 
has  been  blessed  with  four  children :  Gor- 
don E.,  born  July  2"/,  1886;  Alarcus  Kil- 
bern,  born  April  22,  1890;  Laura  Alildred, 
January  i,  1894;  and  Lucy  Ellen,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1902.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Lawrence  is  a  stalwart  republican, 
keeping  well  informed  on  the  questions 
and  issues  of  the  day,  but  is  without  as- 
piration for  office.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  the  work  of  public  progress, 
but  has  never  sought  to  figure  prominently 
in  public  affairs  as  an  officeholder.  He 
finds  that  the  duties  of  his  farm  demand 
his  time  and  attention  and  in  his  capably 
directed  efforts  he  is  winning  the  success 
which  is  the  reward  of  earnest  and  per- 
sistent labor. 


CHARLES   WILKINS. 

Charles  \Mlkins,  who  in  his  business 
career,  through  his  intense  and  well  di- 
rected activity,  has  found  that  success  is 
ambition's  answer,  was  bom  in  Ypsilanti, 


Michigan,  March  4,  1849,  his  parents  be- 
ing William  and  Isabelle  Wilkins.  The 
father's  birth  occurred  in  New  York 
state,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Liv- 
erpool. England.  Mr.  Wilkins  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  as  a  member 
of  a  New  York  regiment,  and  during  his 
active  business  career  devoted  his  energies 
to  the  carpenter's  trade.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Michigan  in  the  year  1855,  ^-^^ 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1898.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  children,  Stephen, 
Augustus  and  Charles.  On  account  of 
the  early  death  of  the  father,  the  sons  be- 
came separated  and  lost  track  of  each 
other.  Augustus  was  killed  on  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  in  1897,  at  Anaconda, 
^Montana,  and  his  remains  were  buried 
there,  while  his  famil}^  are  still  residents 
of  that  city.  He  left  two  children,  a  son 
and  a  daughter.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  in  later  life  a  member  of  the  Lat- 
ter Day  Saints'  church,  dying  near  Co- 
lumbus, Kansas. 

The  educational  privileges  which  were 
accorded  to  Charles  A\'^ilkins  were  ex- 
tremely limited.  He  attended  school, 
however,  as  opportunity  offered,  and  mas- 
tered the  elementary  rules  of  arithmetic 
and  learned  something  of  reading  and 
spelling.  As  the  years  have  passed  by, 
however,  reading  and  travel  have  greatly 
broadened  his  knowledge,  and  he  has  also 
learned  many  lessons  in  the  school  of  ex- 
perience. ^^'hen  quite  young  he  began 
farming,  and  followed  that  pursuit  in 
Michigan  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war.  In  February,  1863,  he  enlisted 
as  a  member  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  of 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  re-enlisted  and  con- 
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tinued  with  the  infantry  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  only  fourteen  years  of 
ag'e  when  he  joined  the  army,  and  for  a 
year  he  was  with  Custer.  After  his  first 
return  he  was  ill  for  some  time,  but  as 
soon  as  possible  he  again  became  a  sol- 
dier, although  he  was  never  in  any  active 
battles.  After  his  final  discharge  he  re- 
turned to  Michigan,  and  in  October,  1865, 
he  came  to  Iowa,  residing  for  sixteen 
years  in  Muscatine  county.  Subsequently 
he  spent  nineteen  years  on  a  farm  in  Au- 
dubon county,  Iowa,  and  in  August,  1900, 
he  came  to  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  where  he 
opened  a  bakery  at  Xo.  125  North  Jeffer- 
son street.  Here  he  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cakes,  pies,  bread,  rolls, 
etc..  and  has  a  large  and  growing  busi- 
ness, selling  to  both  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail trade.  From  the  beginning  the  en- 
terprise has  proved  profitable,  and  Mr. 
AA'ilkins  is  now  proprietor  of  one  of  the 
substantial  productive  industries  of  the 
county. 

On  the  9th  of  June.  1866.  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Charles  \\'ilkins  and  Miss 
Sarah  Ann  Hastings,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 2.  1848,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Joel  Hastings,  the  mother 
dving  at  the  birth  of  her  daughter.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hastings  were  natives  of 
Ohio,  and  passed  away  in  that  state.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In 
the  family  were  five  children,  all  of  whom 
have  passed  away,  with  the  exception  of 
Mrs.  \Mlkins.  By  her  marriage  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  nine  children :  \\"\\- 
liam,  born  in  ]\Iuscatine,  Iowa,  July  29, 
1867,  married  Clara  Reamer.  They  re- 
side in  Missouri,  and  have  one  child. 
Mvrle.    Ida  Belle,  born  December  9.  1869, 


married  William  Partlow,  and  is  living 
in  Menlo,  Iowa.  She  has  nine  children, 
Beryl,  Otis,  Vernie,  Bonnie,  Glenn,  Gol- 
die,  Harold,  Virgie  and  Forest.  James 
A.,  born  January  12,  1871,  of  Winterset, 
Iowa,  married  Rhode  Stewart  and  has 
three  children.  Dollie,  Charles  and  Bessie. 
Lottie  May,  born  February  19,  1873,  rnar- 
Samuel  Erhart,  a  resident  of  Mount 
Pleasant  and  has  one  son,  Jesse  Earl.  Har- 
riet M.,  born  October  29,  1876,  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Hale,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and 
has  one  child,  Lowene.  Frederick  C,  born 
December  21,  1878,  living  in  Los  Angeles, 
California,  married  ]\Iiss  Grace  Keith  and 
has  two  children,  Paul  and  Geraldine. 
Jesse,  born  September  17,  1884,  Bertha 
M.,  February  5,  1887,  and  Lola  Ann,  Jan- 
uary 18,  1890,  are  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents and  the  last  named  is  a  student  in  the 
high  school.  In  addition  to  rearing  their 
own  family  they  adopted,  in  1905,  a  child 
from  the  Orphan's  Home,  in  Des  Moines, 
named  Olivene. 

Mr.  Wilkins  is  a  republican  in  his  po- 
litical views  and  fraternally  is  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
while  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr. 
Wilkins  and  his  family  reside  at  125 
North  Jefferson  street,  and  he  owns  else- 
where a  house  and  lot  in  ]\Iount  Pleas- 
ant. He  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest 
and  best  sense  of  the  term,  has  led  an  in- 
dustrious and  energetic  life  and  has  ac- 
complished much  by  his  perseverance  and 
diligence.  He  and  his  family  are  pleasant 
and  genial  people,  standing  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  citizens  in  the  commu- 
nitv  in  wln'ch  thev  reside. 
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CHARLES  GREEN. 

Charles  Green,  who  is  now  Hving  retired 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  was  born  May  5,  1845, 
in  Trenton,  Henry  county,  his  parents  be- 
ing James  C.  and  Jane  (Morrison)  Green. 
The  father  was  born  near  Bristol,  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  181 5,  and,  hav- 
ing lost  his  parents  when  quite  young,  he 
started  out  upon  his  independent  business 
career  when  about  twenty  years  of  age. 
In  1836  he  came  to  Henry  county,  Iowa, 
and  located  upon  a  tract  of  land  which  he 
entered  from  the  government.  He  shared 
in  all  the  hardships  and  privations  as  well 
as  the  privileges  and  pleasures  of  pioneer 
life  and  aided  in  reclaiming  this  district 
for  the  uses  of  civilization.  In  1839  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Morrison,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  18 14.  They 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children :  Sarah 
M.,  who  was  born  in  1840  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; Anna  P.,  who  was  born  in  1841 
and  is  living  in  Nebraska;  Samuel,  who 
was  born  in  1843  and  resides  upon  the  old 
home  farm  at  Trenton;  Charles,  of  this 
review;  Joseph  M.,  who  was  born  in  1850 
and  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this  work ; 
Alice  R.,  who  was  born  in  1851  and  is 
now  deceased;  James  C,  who  was  born  in 
1854  and  is  living  in  Winfield,  Iowa; 
Emma  P.,  who  was  born  in  1847  ^"^^  ^'^^^ 
in  1876,  and  Frank,  who  was  born  in 
1850  and  died  in  1875.  The  father's  death 
occurred  in  June,  1888,  while  the  mother 
passed  away  November  9,  1895.  He  was 
an  Odd  Fellow  in  his  fraternal  relations 
and  a  democrat  in  his  political  views.  He 
became  recognized  as  one  of  the  strong  and 
stalwart  supporters  of  his  party,  well  fit- 
ted  for  leadership,   and  he    was    several 


times  called  to  represent  his  district  in  the 
state  legislature,  where  he  took  an  active 
and  helpful  part  in  framing  the  laws  of 
the  commonwealth.  For  years  he  was  the 
acknowledged  leader  of  his  party,  not  only 
in  his  own  township,  but  throughout  this 
part  of  the  state,  and  when  a  member  of 
the  house  he  took  an  active  part  in  fram- 
ing constructive  legislation,  and  he  gave 
to  each  question  which  came  up  for  settle- 
ment his  thoughtful  and  earnest  consider- 
ation. Upon  public  opinion  and  action  he 
left  the  impress  of  his  individuality  and  he 
was  a  man  who  at  all  times  commanded 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  even  though  they  were  opposed 
to  him  politically.  Various  local  offices 
were  conferred  upon  him,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board 
of  supervisors.  He  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  society  known  as  the  Henry 
County  Institute  of  Science,  acting  in  that 
capacity  when  the  building  known  as  In- 
stitute Hall  was  pre-ented  to  the  organ- 
ization by  George  Miller.  In  later  years 
he  w^as  frequently  its  president  and  the 
chairman  of  its  board  of  managers.  He 
was  truly  a  self-made  man,  who  accumu- 
lated by  his  untiring  diligence,  strong  pur- 
pose and  unfaltering  perseverance  a  very 
gratifying  fortune,  and  who  also  left  to 
his  children  the  priceless  heritage  of  an  un- 
sullied name,  for  he  was  always  considered 
a  man  of  inflexible  integrity  and  honesty 
of  purpose,  his  word  ha^•ing  been  as  good 
as  his  bond.  He  was  likewise  a  talented 
man,  recognizing  his  duties  to  his  coun- 
try and  his  fellow  men  and  the  world  is 
better  for  his  having  lived.  His  wife  was 
a  lady  of  strongly  domestic  tastes  devoted 
to  her  familv  and  when  called  to  her  final 
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rest  her  remains  were  interred  in  Green 
Mound  cemetery  at  Trenton. 

Charles  Green  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  after  putting-  aside  his 
text-books  he  remained  upon  the  home 
farm  until  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
save  for  the  period  which  he  spent  as  a 
soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  In  May,  1864, 
in  response  to  the  call  of  the  Union,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Forty-fifth  Iowa  Volunteer 
Infantiy  for  one  hundred  days'  service  and 
when  the  war  ended  he  returned  to  his 
home.  He  then  located  on  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Trenton,  Henry  county, 
which  he  still  owns.  He  removed  to 
Trenton  township,  where  he  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  his  farm  until  1888,  where  he 
resided  until  1889,  when  he  moved  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  and  bought  a  fine  prop- 
erty at  600  West  Monroe  street,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  also  has  now  a  good 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Center  township. 
He  has  for  some  years  been  extensively 
engaged  in  farming  or  "ranching"  in  the 
west,  owning  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  improved  land  near  Livingston,  Mon- 
tana, where  he  carries  on  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  where  he  spends 
much  of  his  time,  still  retaining  Mount 
Pleasant  as  his  residence,  where  he  has 
since  lived  retired  save  for  the  supervision 
which  he  gives  to  his  farms  in  Trenton 
and  Trenton  township  and  to  his  several 
ranches  in  the  mountains,  comprising  a 
section  and  a  half.  He  also  owns  town 
property,  including  a  beautiful  residence 
at  No.  600  West  Monroe  street,  which 
he  has  occupied  since  his  removal  to  -the 
city. 

He  brought  his  land  up  to  a  high  state 


of  cultivation,  followed  progressive  meth- 
ods in  its  improvement  and  by  reason  of 
his  diligence  and  care  his  fields  were  made 
to  return  to  him  golden  harvests. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  1868,  Mr. 
Green  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Martha  Bone,  who  was  bom  in  Trenton, 
Iowa,  in  1848,  a  daughter  of  Elam  and 
Jane  E.  (McCrea  )Bone.  Her  parents 
were  born  in  Lebanon,  Warren  county, 
Ohio,  the  father  in  18 14  and  the  mother 
in  181 3.  They  came  to  Jefiferson  county, 
Iowa,  in  1844,  and  there  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming  for  a  time,  after  which 
he  retired  from  business  life  and  took  up 
his  abode  in  Mount  Pleasant,  his  death 
here  occurring  October  28,  1886.  He  and 
liis  wife  traveled  life's  journey  together 
for  a  half  century.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children :  Frank,  who  resides 
at  Watertown,  Dakota;  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Wilcox,  a  widow  living  in  York,  Ne- 
braska ;  Mrs.  May  Brown,  residing  in  Au- 
rora, Nebraska ;  Mrs.  Eva  Jeffery,  a  resi- 
dent of  Tama  Cit\',  Iowa ;  Mrs.  Martha 
Green ;  Emily,  the  wife  of  William  Glad- 
don,  of  Mount  Pleasant :  and  Sarah,  who 
is  living  in  Mount  Pleasant.  The  father 
was  a  public  spirited  man.  quick  of  pre- 
ception  in  regard  to  community  or  social 
interests,  was  genial  in  manner,  profound 
in  reasoning  and  honorable  in  all  life's 
relations.  In  his  later  life  his  political 
alleg'iance  was  g-iven  to  the  democracy. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  have  passed  away, 
their  remains  being  interred  in  Green 
IMound  cemetery,  at  Trenton. 

j\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Green  have  two  daugh- 
ters. Blanche,  born  March  24,  1870,  in 
Trenton,  is  the  wife  of  S.  F.  Scott,  pas- 
seneer  conductor  on  the  Northern  Pacific 
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Railroad  and  residing  at  Billings,  Mon- 
tana. Mrs.  Scott  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Conservatory  of  Music  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, a  department  of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan 
University  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  competent  instructors  of  music  in 
Billings,  Montana.  Mary,  the  younger 
daughter,  born  in  Trenton  April  8,  1873, 
is  the  wife  of  William  Bellis,  a  resident 
of  Livingston,  Montana,  who  is  a  railroad 
man  connected  with  the  Northern  Pacific 
line.  They  have  two  children,  Camille  and 
James  B.  Mrs.  Bellis  is  a  vocalist  of  more 
than  local  renown.  The  daughters  have 
inherited  their  musical  talent  from  their 
mother,  who  is  a  beautiful  singer  as  well 
as  an  intelligent  and  cultured  lady,  oc- 
cupying an  enviable  position  in  social  cir- 
cles. Mr.  Green  has  followed  in  the  po- 
litical footsteps  of  his  father  and  supports 
the  democracy.  He  is  an  honest  upright 
man,  of  fine  appearance,  and  moreover  has 
developed  a  character  rich  in  those  quali- 
ties which  in  every  land  and  clime  com- 
mand respect. 


JOHN  H.  LUTE. 


John  H.  Lute,  one  of  the  best  known 
insurance  men  in  the  state  of  Iowa  con- 
ducting an  office  in  Mount  Pleasant  since 
October,  1892,  as  a  representative  of  a 
number  of  leading  fire  insurance  compa- 
nies, belongs  to  one  of  the  pioneer  families 
of  this  part  of  the  state,  his  people  having 
located  near  Wayland,  in  Henry  county, 
in  1837.     He  is  descended  from  Pennsvl- 


vania  German  ancestiy  and  his  grandfa- 
ther died  in  the  Keystone  state  about  1850, 
Representatives  of  the  name  still  reside 
in  Ohio.  Daniel  Lute,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  18 10,  and  was  twelve 
years  of  age  when  he  went  to  Scioto 
county,  Ohio.  There  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Arnold,  a  native  of  that 
state  and  about  three  years  later  they  came 
to  Iowa,  arriving  in  Henry  county  in 
1837.  There  the  father  entered  land  from 
the  government,  securing  eighty  acres 
which  was  entirely  wild  and  unimproved, 
but  he  at  once  began  to  clear  and  culti- 
vate the  tract  and  soon  transformed  it  into 
productive  fields.  He  afterward  extended 
the  boundaries  of  his  farm  through  the 
purchase  of  eighty  acres  of  timber  land, 
which  he  also  brought  under  cultivation. 
He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  through- 
out his  entire  life  and  was  quite  successful 
in  his  work,  for  as  the  years  passed  he 
transformed  his  farm  from  an  unimproved 
district  into  one  of  rich  fertility  that  an- 
nually yielded  him  golden  harvests.  His 
wife  died  in  1855  and  was  buried  in  a 
small  cemetery  west  of  Wayland.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Lute  occurred  in  July,  1878.  His 
old  homestead  farm  is  now  owned  by  a 
cousin  of  our  subject,  William  Neff. 

John  H.  Lute  was  born  on  the  old  farm 
homestead  on  August  27,  1846,  and  ac- 
quired a  district-school  education,  after 
which  he  continued  his  studies  as  opportu- 
nity offered.  In  fact  he  earned  the  money 
wherewith  to  pursue  his  studies  and  being 
ever  a  friend  of  education  and  realizing 
its  value  as  a  preparation  for  life's  work  he 
has  given  his  children  excellent  advantages 
,in  that  direction.     For  a  number  of  years 
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Mr.  Lute  has  devoted  his  time  and  ener- 
gies to  writing  insurance,  and  has  built 
up  a  veiy  extensive  business,  being  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
prominent  insurance  men  of  the  state.  The 
extent  of  his  ability  and  efforts  in  this  di- 
rection is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  eight 
years  ago  he  \\"on  a  watch  and  chain  for  the 
largest  amount  of  business  done  in  the 
state.  In  fact  he  has  taken  all  of  the  prizes 
ofifered  by  the  company,  including  a  dia- 
mond, which  was  given  last  year. 

On  the  6th  of  February',  1870,  Mr.  Lute 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Samantha 
Kurtz,  a  daughterof  John  Kurtz,  who  came 
to  Iowa  in  1840.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  enterprising  agriculturist  who  owned 
and  operated  a  large  farm  west  of  Way- 
land.  Unto  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Lute  have  been 
born  two  children.  His  son,  Ira  E.,  born 
December  29,  1876,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University,  of  the  class  of 
1897,  and  is  now  secretary  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  at  Camden, 
New  Jersey,  with  a  salary  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred dollars  per  year,  and  is  constantly  ad- 
vancing in  his  work.  He  held  a  similar 
position  in  Cedar  Rapids  before  his  gradu- 
ation and  has  displayed  great  ability  in  this 
work  because  of  his  executive  force  and 
his  deep  interest  in  the  cause.  He  has  also 
held  similiar  positions  in  Independence 
and  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  He  succeeded 
in  doubling  the  membership  in  six  months 
after  going  to  Camden,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  constructing  a  new  association 
building  there,  at  the  cost  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  He  married 
Miss  Viona  Farrar,  of  Burlington,  Iowa. 
The  daughter,  Axie  E.  Lute,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University  of  the 


class  of  1903.  She  pursued  a  classical 
course  and  also  took  special  work  in 
French  and  also  as  a  student  of  music  in 
the  conservatoiT  before  entering  upon  her 
college  course,  being  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Rom- 
mell.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  Wil- 
liam S.  Mitchell,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Lute  hold  membership  in 
the  First  Alethodist  church  of  ]Mount 
Pleasant,  taking  an  active  and  helpful  part 
in  its  work,  and  he  is  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  official  board,  while  his  daughter 
is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  has  ever  given  his  political  allegiance 
to  the  republican  party  and  was  formerly 
one  of  its  stalwart  and  efficent  advocates, 
serving  as  township  committeeman  for  a 
number  of  years,  yet  ncA'er  seeking  office 
as  a  reward  for  party  fealty.  He  has  like- 
wise frequently  attended  the  party  conven- 
tions, and  in  all  matters  of  citizenship  he 
is  progressive  and  public  spirited,  lending 
his  aid  and  co-operation  to  many  move- 
ments for  the  general  good.  He  represents 
an  honored  pioneer  family  and  his  lines 
of  life  have  been  cast  in  harmony  there- 
with, for  the  name  Lute  has  ever  been  a 
synonym  for  business  ability  and  integrity, 
for  successful  accomplishment  and  for  de- 
sirable citizenship. 


WILLIAM  BOYD. 


William  Boyd,  a  leading  and  successful 
farmer  of  Center  township,  owning  and 
operating  one  hundred  and  seventy-three 
acres   of  land   and    who   is   prominent   in 
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community  affairs,  serving  now  as  town- 
ship trustee,  was  born  near  Cambridge, 
Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  January  27,  1844, 
his  parents  being  Thomas  and  EHzabeth 
(Abel)  Boyd.  The  grandfather,  who  also 
bore  the  name  of  Thcipas  Boyd,  was  a 
pioneer  settler  of  Ohio,  and  there  the 
father  lived  and  died.  \\'illiam  Boyd  was 
reared  in  the  state  of  his  -nativity  and  ac- 
quired a  g'ood  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  remained  with  his  father  on 
the  home  fami  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority  and  assisted  him  in  the  general 
work  of  tilling  the  soil  and  caring  for  tlie 
stock  and  the  crops.  He  came  to  Henry 
county  in  1867,  locating  first  in  Centre 
township,  where  he  has  since  spent  his  life 
as  a  farmer.  In  1892  he  purchased  his 
present  place,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
se^■enty-three  acres  in  Center  township  and 
has  erected  all  of  the  buildings  here  in- 
cluding a  fine  modern  residence  and  good 
barns.  He  has  also  set  out  all  of  the  deco- 
rative trees  about  the  place  and  has  made 
his  home  most  attractive  in  its  appearance. 
He  carries  on  general  agricultural  pur- 
suits and  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
work,  which  is  conducted  along  practical 
and  progressive  lines.  He  uses  the  latest 
improved  machinery  in  caring  for  the 
fields  and  everything  about  his  farm  is 
neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance. 

In  March,  1865,  Mr.  Boyd  in  response 
to  his  country's  call  for  troops,  having  just 
attained  his  twenty-first  year,  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
served  until  honorably  discharged  in  Oc- 
tober following.  He  was  not  in  any  en- 
gagement, however.  A  repuljlican  in  poli- 
tics, he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  strong 
and  stalwart  supporters  of  that  party  and 


in  1893  was  township  assessor.  Not  long 
afterward  he  was  elected  township  trus- 
tee and  has  filled  the  position  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  serving  now  for  the  fourth  term 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
his  constitutents.  There  have  been  many 
permanent  improvements  made  in  the 
roads  and  bridges  during  his  incumbency 
in  the  office  and  he  has  been  an  active 
worker  for  improvement  along  this  line. 
He  is  also  recognized  as  a  most  capable 
and  ardent  supporter  of  the  republican 
party  in  his  township,  and  has  attended 
man}-  of  the  couA-entions  as  a  delegate. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Mount 
Pleasant  Lx)dge,  Xo.  8,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Alasons. 

On  the  1 6th  of  August,  1868,  Mr. 
Boyd  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Coi- 
ner, of  Center  township,  a  daughter  of 
Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Teeter)  Coiner, 
the  former  a  native  of  Virginia.  He  was 
married  in  Ohio,  and  in  1848  came  to 
Iowa,  bringing  his  daughter  here  as  an 
infant.  They  lived  near  Mediapolis,  Des 
^Vloines  county,  but  in  1858  removed  to 
I^Iount  Pleasant,  where  the  father  retired 
from  active  business  life.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Boyd,  was  educated  in  that  city.  By 
this  marriage  there  have  been  born  six 
children :  Cora,  now  the  wife  of  C.  W. 
Lawrence,  a  resident  of  Utah;  Alberta, 
the  wife  of  George  C.  Bayles,  of  Seattle. 
Washington;  Maud  and  Hattie,  at  home; 
Mattie,  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Allen,  of  ^^'ay- 
land,  Iowa;  anrl  Ross  C,  at  home.  The 
parents  are  meml^ers  of  the  Pleasant  Hill 
3iIethodist  Episcopal  church,  and  enjoy 
the  warm  and  favorable  regard  of  many 
friends  in  this  locality.  Mr.  Boyd  belongs 
to  that  class  of  representative  citizens  who 
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have  made  steady  advancement  in  the 
business  world  by  means  of  close  applica- 
tion and  unremitting  diligence  and  as  an 
agriculturist  and  republican  leader  de- 
serves mention  with  the  representative 
men  of  Henry  county. 


JUDGE  M.  L.  ANDRE^^'S. 

Judge  M.  L.  Andrews,  now  deceased, 
•  was  connected  w4th  the  educational  devel- 
opment of  Henry  county  at  an  early  day, 
was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  in 
later  years  filled  various  local  offices,  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  a 
promptness  and  fidelity  that  left  no  room 
for  questioning  as  to  his  motives  or  worth 
in  office.  As  the  years  passed  he  left  upon 
the  pages  of  hstory  a  record  clean  and 
honorable  and  he  well  deserves  mention 
among  the  representative  men  of  the  past 
and  present  who  have  been  closely  associ- 
ated with  the  welfare  and  upbuilding  of 
this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  bom  in 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  March  16,  1836, 
parents  being  Daniel  and  Man-  Ann  An- 
drew's. He  had  four  sisters ;  Hannah,  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Booth,  of  Green,  Ohio; 
Lucy,  the  widow  of  Reynolds  Bascom, 
also  of  Green ;  Eliza,  the  widow  of  Allen 
Meacham,  of  Washington,  Iowa;  and 
Xancy,  the  widow  of  Richard  Ambler,  of 
W^ashington,  D.  C.  The  first  eighteen 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the  state  of 
his  nativity  and  he  then  came,  to  Iowa  in 
1854.  He  found  here  a  countiy  largely 
wild  and  unimproved  but  it  was  making 


steady  and  substantial  progress  toward 
the  more  advanced  civilization  of  the  older 
east.  He  became  a  factor  in  the  educa- 
tional development  as  a  teacher  in  the 
early  schools  of  Henry  county  and  later 
he  continued  his  own  education  in  a  busi- 
ness college.  Subsequently  he  removed  to 
Mills  county.  Iowa,  and  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  what  was  then  Pacific 
City,   but  is  now   Pacific  Junction. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  1858.  Judge 
Andrews  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Maria  Deming.  the  wedding  being  cele- 
brated at  Taylorvnile,  in  Fayette  county, 
Iowa.  Mrs.  Andrews  was  born  in  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  June  23,  1838.  At 
the  time  of  their  marriage  they  crossed 
the  state  in  a  private  conveyance  and 
Judge  Andrews  continued  in  active  mer- 
chandising until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war.  In  the  meantime,  however, 
he  made  one  trip  across  the  plains  to 
Pike's  Peak.  In  1862  he  enlisted  for  serv- 
ice in  Mills  county  as  a  member  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  low^a  Infantr}'  and  was 
elected  to  the  captaincy  of  Company  B. 
During  the  last  months  of  his  connection 
with  the  army  he  was  appointed  and 
served  as  provo  marshal  at  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  and  was  mustered  out  in  1865. 
In  the  same  year  he  took  up  his  abode  in 
Little  Rock  and  was  there  admitted  to  the 
bar.  In  connection  with  his  legal  prac- 
tice he  also  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and 
insurance  business  and  he  ser^-ed  for  a 
time  as  state  land  ag'ent.  He  was  twice 
police  judge  and  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  he  did  effective  service  for 
the  cause  of  public  education  there.  He 
held  membership  in  the  Methodist  church, 
was    Sunday    school    superintendent    for 
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years  and  assisted  in  building  the  finest 
house  of  worship  for  the  Methodist 
church  North  that  is  today  found  in  the 
south,  acting  as  business  manager  during 
the  course  of  its  construction. 

In  1874  Judge  Andrews  returned  to 
Iowa  and  took  up  his  abode  on  a  farm 
in  New  London  township,  Henry  county. 
In  1 88 1  he  was  chosen  to  fill  out  an  unex- 
pired term  as  clerk  of  the  courts,  the  va- 
cancy having  been  occasioned  by  the  death 
J.  N.  Allen.  He  was  then  twice  elected 
to  the  office,  which  he  filled  altogether  for 
five  years,  proving  prompt  and  capable  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties.  His  political 
allegiance  was  always  given  to  the  re- 
publican party  and  he  did  everything  in 
his  power  to  promote  its  growth  and  in- 
sure its  success.  He  kept  well  informed 
on  cjuestions  and  issues  of  the  day  and 
was  thus  able  to  support  his  position  by  in- 
telligent argument.  Other  public  inter- 
ests and  organizations  felt  the  stimulus 
and  benefited  by  the  efforts  of  Judge  An- 
drews. He  was  a  valued  member  of  Mc- 
Farland  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  was 
its  senior  vice  commander.  He  was  also 
president  for  one  year  of  the  Henry  Coun- 
ty Soldiers'  Association,  was  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
of  New  London,  and  was  district  deputy 
during  the  last  year  of  his  life.  His  last 
public  service  was  in  the  organization  of 
the  Henry  County  Fanners'  Institute,  of 
which  he  was  president. 

Unto  Judge  and  Mrs.  Andrews  were 
bom  six  children :  Florence,  now  Mrs. 
John  W.  Palm ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Herrick,  of  Woodbine,  Iowa;  Rose,  the 
wife  of  Ellsworth  Rominger,  of  Bloom- 


field.  Iowa;  Mark  D.,  who  is  living  in 
Menlo,  Kansas;  Walter,  who  resides  in 
Lamoni.  Iowa;  and  Helen,  the  wife  of 
Bruce  Young,  of  Kalispell,  Montana. 

Judge  Andrews  was  called  to  his  final 
rest  in  1890,  and  his  wife's  death  occurred 
in  1895.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  and  lib- 
eral mind,  of  quick  intuitive  insight,  of 
charitable  views  and  of  warm  personal 
attachments.  He  was  well  pleased  with 
the  world  as  he  found  it,  was  grateful  to 
his  Maker  and  sought  by  his  life  to  make 
the  world  still  better  and  happier.  He 
was  always  light  hearted  and  cheerful  and 
the  most  serious  and  preplexing  circum- 
Jtgnces  were  viewed  hopefully,  for  he  had 
confidence  that  earnest  endeavor  and  ac- 
t\xQ  work  would  bring  their  own  compen- 
sations, lighten  the  burdens  and  produce 
better  results.  He  was  very  devoted  to 
his  home  and  family  and  he  held  friend- 
ship inviolable.  It  was  at  his  own  fire- 
side that  his  nature  was  most  sunny  and 
genial.  He  delighted  in  the  companion- 
ship of  his  wife  and  children  and  he  was 
ther  friend  and  counselor  as  well  as  hus- 
band and  father. 

"His   life   was   gentle    and   the   elements 

were 
So  mixed  in  him  that  nature  might  rise  up 
And  sav  to  all  the  world.  'This  is  a  man.'  " 


ALBERT  WASHINGTON  KINKEAD 

Albert  W^ashington  Kinkead,  who  in 
the  development  of  his  native  powers  and 
latent   energies   has   attained   prominence 
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at  the  bar  of  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he 
is  also  successfully  conducting  an  abstract 
business  in  addition  to  the  general  prac- 
tice of  law,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Homer,  Licking  county,  Ohio,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  1853,  his  parents  being  Rob- 
ert Willis  and  Jerusha  (Smith)  Kink- 
ead.  The  father  was  born  in  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  February  25,  181 7,  and  was 
a  son  of  Joseph  Kinkead,  a  pioneer  of  the 
Buckeye  state,  who  removed  there  from 
Virginia.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  war 
of  1 81 2,  and  when  a  young  man  went 
from  the  Old  Dominion  to  Ohio,  casting 
in  his  lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Muskingum  county,  whence  he  afterward 
removed  to  Licking  county.  He  engaged 
in  the  operation  of  a  tannery  in  both  coun- 
ties and  in  1852  he  brought  his  land  war- 
rant— received  for  service  in  the  war  of 
1812 — to  Iowa,  and  located  a  claim  three 
miles  west  of  Morning  Sun,  where  he  de- 
veloped a  good  farm  upon  which  he  and 
his  wife  spent  their  remaining  days. 

Robert  \\\  Kinkead  was  reared  in  the 
state  of  his  nativity,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  shoemaker,  after  having  first 
become  familiar  wnth  the  tanner's  trade- 
in  the  town  of  Homer,  Licking  county, 
he  conducted  an  extensive^  business  in  the 
manufacture  of  shoes,  employing  seven 
men.  This  was  before  the  period  of  the 
extensive  shoe  factories  of  the  country, 
when  most  of  the  work  was  done  by  hand. 
Later  he  removed  to  a  farm,  thinking  it 
would  be  better  to  rear  his  sons  there  and 
at  that  time  his  eldest  son  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war.  The  family  resided  upon 
the  farm  until  1865,  when  they  took  up 
their  abode  near  Cincinnati,  in  Hamilton 
county,  there  remaining  until  1869,  when 


the  father  came  to  Iowa,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  children,  with  the  exception 
of  Albert  W.  and  his  next  older  brother. 
The  family  home  was  established  near 
Chariton,  Lucas  county,  where  Mr.  Kink- 
ead was  identified  with  farming  interests 
for  a  long  period,  making  his  home  there 
until  his  death,  in  December,  1898.  He 
had  been  married  near  Granville,  Ohio, 
at  a  settlement  called  the  Welch  Hills,  to 
Miss  Jerusha  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Jesse 
Smith,  who  came  from  Wales  in  early 
life.  In  the  year  1857  Mrs.  Kinkead  was 
called  to  her  final  rest,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren who  reached  mature  years,  Albert 
of  this  review  being  the  youngest.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church. 

In  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town  Albert  W.  Kinkead  accjuired  his 
earl}^  education,  which  was  supplemented 
by  study  in  other  Ohio  schools  and  later 
in  Howe's  Academy,  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
where  he  pursued  a  full  course.  At  that 
time  this  institution  was  a  very  strong; 
school,  the  founder,  Samuel  L.  Howe, 
being  the  principal.  Mr.  Kinkead  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  a  time  both  before 
and  after  pursuing  his  academic  course, 
and  subsequently  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  H.  &  R.  Ambler,  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
who  directed  his  reading,  after  which  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  examination 
before  the  circuit  court  of  Henry  county 
on  the  13th  of  August,  1877.  Immedi- 
ately afterward  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  C.  B.  Whitford,  a  relation  that 
was  maintained  for  three  years,  after 
which  Mr.  Kinkead  was  elected  city  so- 
licitor in  1879,  serving  for  two  years.  In 
1886  he  was  chosen,  by  popular  sufifrage. 
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to  the  office  of  county  attorney  of  Henry 
county,  and  for  four  years  filled  that  of- 
fice, having  been  re-elected  in  1888.  It 
was  at  the  former  date  that  the  office  of 
district  attorney  was  abolished  and  the 
position  of  county  attorney  created.  Upon 
his  retirement  from  office  on  the  ist  of 
January,  1891,  Mr.  Kinkead  resumed 
the  general  practice  of  law,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  gratifying  success.  A  liberal 
clientage  is  accorded  him  which  indicates 
the  consensus  of  public  opinion  regarding 
his  legal  talents  and  capability  as  well  as 
his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  those 
whom  he  serves.  He  has  also  prepared 
a  set  of  abstract  books  that  are  unsur- 
passed anywhere  and  has  a  fine  business 
in  that  line  as  wxll.  He  has  developed 
and  improA'ed  his  system  and  the  ab- 
stracts that  have  been  furnished  have 
numbered  over  twenty-seven  hundred  and 
fifty  since  the  completion  of  his  set  p£ 
books.  He  began  the  work  in  1882  and 
now  has  a  fine  set  of  verbatim  copies  such 
as  is  to  be  found  nowhere  else  in  the  west. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Kinkead  has  gained 
considerable  distinction  by  reason  of  his 
hearty  sympathy  with  the  principles  of  the 
different  organizations  with  which  he  is 
allied  and  his  exemplification  of  every 
principle  in  his  daily  life.  He  was  made 
a  Mason  in  Mount  Pleasant  Lodge,  No. 
8,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
was  for  four  years  worshipful  master  and 
has  likewise  been  representative  to  the 
grand  lodge.  He  also  belongs  to  Henry 
Chapter,  No.  8,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  in 
which  he  has  been  high  priest  six  times 
and  in  the  grand  chapter  has  been  prin- 
cipal sojourner  and  delegate  to  the  grand 
chapter  of  Ohio.     He  also  took  the  de- 


grees of  the  council,  but  there  is  no  or- 
ganization of  the  council  in  Mount  Pleas- 
ant at  the  present  time.  He  has  attained 
to  the  order  of  high  priesthood,  however, 
and  has  been  trustee  of  the  Masonic 
bodies.  He  belongs  to  Mystic  Lodge,  No. 
55,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
but  has  avoided  office  in  that  organiza- 
tion although  he  is  chairman  of  the  trus- 
tees. His  political  support  is  given  to 
the  Republican  party  and  he  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  its  work,  attending 
the  various  county,  state  and  congres- 
sional conventions,  while  at  this  writing, 
in  1906,  he  is  chairman  of  the  judicial 
convention. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1888,  Mr.  Kinkead 
was  married  to  Miss  Lorena  Lois  Wallar, 
of  New  London,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  W. 
D.  and  Peninah  Wallar.  She  was  born 
and  reared  at  New  London,  and  by  her 
marriage  became  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Leah,  wdio  graduated  from  the 
Mount  Pleasant  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1906,  is  now  at  home.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  February  16,  1892.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church.  Mr.  Kinkead  has  a  pleasant 
home  at  No.  206  North  Harrison  street, 
wdiere  warm-hearted  hospitality  is  freely 
extended  to  his  many  friends.  Without 
special  pecuniary  or  family  advantages  to 
aid  him  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  Mr. 
Kinkead  has  made  steady  progress  toward 
his  objective  point,  his  professional  ca- 
reer being  characterized  by  unremitting 
industry,  laudable  ambition,  and  success- 
ful accomplishment.  Moreover,  the  sa- 
lient principles  of  his  manhood  have  been 
such  as  to  command  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence and  Mount  Pleasant  numbers  him 
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among  its  representative  citizens  who  are 
worthy  the  trust  and  good  will  of  their 
fellow  men. 


CHARLES  HERBERT  DYALL. 

Charles  Herbert  Dyall,  a  leading  pho- 
tographer of  Mount  Pleasant,  was  born 
in  Canada  on  the  20th  of  November, 
1871,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Fen- 
ton)  Dyall,  for  whose  sketch  see  another 
page  of  this  book. 

C.  H.  Dyall  pursued  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  various  towns 
in  which  his  father  was  located  and  after 
coming  to  Mount  Pleasant  in  1 889  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  Howe's  Academy 
until  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1 89 1.  He  then  entered  the  Iowa  Wes- 
leyan  University,  in  which  he  spent  two 
years.  During  the  summer  vacations  he 
began  to  take  views,  being  deeply  inter- 
ested in  photography  and  in  this  way  he 
traveled  over  Henry  county  for  three  or 
four  summers.  Subsequently  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother,  who 
owned  the  College  art  gallery,  and  in 
1894  they  removed  to  this  present  loca- 
tion, the  building  being  especially  de- 
signed and  erected  for  the  firm.  Here  the 
partnership  was  maintained  for  three 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  C.  H. 
Dyall  purchased  his  brother's  interest.  In 
1 90 1  he  removed  to  the  adjoining  room 
and  purchased  the  building  now  occupied 
by  him.  He  occupies  the  entire  first  floor 
for  the  purposes  of  his  business,  having 
an  elegant  art  and  reception  room  in  the 
front,  Avhile  the  remainder  is  used  for  the 
operating  and  finishing  departments.  In 
1904  he  purchased  the  adjoining  building 


and  now  owns  the  entire  double  building. 
He  has  a  thoroughly  modern  establish- 
ment, equipped  with  the  latest  improve- 
ments and  accessories  known  to  the  art, 
and  has  built  up  a  business  of  large  vol- 
ume, from  which  he  annually  receives  3^ 
good  income.  Mr.  Dyall  also  has  a  pros- 
perous branch  gallery  in  New  London, 
an  active  business  point,  and  where  he  has 
a  good  patronage,  it  being  the  only  gal- 
lery between  Mount  Pleasant  and  Bur- 
lington. He  attends  the  leading  photog- 
raphers' conventions  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Photographic  Association  of  Iowa, 
and  thus  keeps  in  touch  with  the  progress 
in  the  profession. 

Mr.  Dyall  seems  well  equipped  by  na- 
ture for  the  work  that  he  has  undertaken 
and  has  indeed  made  a  creditable  success. 
His  personal  zeal  and  interest  in  his  work 
has  brought  him  excellent  results  and  the 
high  position  to  which  he  has  attained 
is  fully  merited. 

Mr.  Dyall  is  a  member  of  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  Camp,  No.  625. 
He  takes  great  interest  in  religious  work 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  in 
which  he  is  a  trustee;  he  is  also  deeply 
interested  in  music  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  choir.  Mr.  Dyall  by  his  own 
unaided  efforts  and  ability  has  come  to  be 
one  of  the  substantial  and  respected  busi- 
ness men  of  Mount  Pleasant  and  well  de- 
sen^es  that  highest  of  all  American  titles, 
a  self-made  man. 


HON.  JAMES  HARLAN. 

Hon,  James  Harlan  was  probably  the 
best  known,  best  loved  and  most  admired 
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of  any  resident  of  Henry  county.  Indeed, 
there  are  few  men  whose  Hves  are 
crowned  with  the  honor  and  respect  which 
was  uniformly  accorded  to  James  Harlan, 
for  through  many  years'  connection  with 
.our  national  history  his  was  an  unblem- 
ished character.  He  displayed  none  of 
those  dazzling  meteoric  qualities  which 
have  commanded  world-wide  but  tran- 
scient  attention.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
one  of  the  world's  workers,  assisting 
materially  in  laying  the  foundation  for 
the  stability,  progress  and  substantial 
growth  of  the  nation  and  thus  his  name 
is  closely  interwoven  with  much  of  the 
legislation  which  has  proved  of  the  great- 
est and  most  lasting  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try. In  an  article  in  a  volume  published 
by  the  Iowa  Wesley  an  University  the  fol- 
lowing is  found  as  opening  words : 
"James  Harlan,  Christian  statesman,  is  a 
fitting  title  for  the  man  to  whose  mem- 
ory this  volume  is  dedicated.  Titles  he 
had  and  college  degrees,  but  the  name 
stands  best  without  qualifying  affix  or 
suffix.  In  purity  and  strength  of  charac- 
ter, in  the  unfaltering  performance  of 
duty  whether  as  a  private  citizen  or  public 
servant,  in  unflinching  patriotism  and 
able  statesmanship,  James  Harlan  had 
few  equals  and  no  superiors." 

He  was  born  in  Clark  county,  Illinois, 
August  26,  1820,  a  son  of  Silas  and  Mary 
(Conley)  Harlan.  On  the  paternal  side 
the  family  is  of  English  origin  and  was 
founded  in  South  Carolina  at  an  early 
day,  whence  representatives  of  the  name 
removed  to  Pennsylvania.  The  maternal 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Silas  Harlan,  with  his  fam- 
ily, removed  to  Park  county,  Indiana, 
when  his  son  James  was  but  three  years 


of  age  and  there  the  latter  was  reared 
upon  a  farm.  He  acquired  his  higher 
education  at  Asbury  University  at  Green 
castle,  Indiana,  then  under  the  presi- 
dency of  the  late  Bishop  Simpson  and  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1845. 

After  receiving  his  diploma  Mr.  Har- 
lan came  to  Iowa,  locating  first  at  Iowa 
City,  where  he  was  ofifered  and  accepted 
a  chair  in  the  Iowa  City  College,  after- 
ward the  state  university  at  that  place.  In 
1846  he  was  elected  state  superintendent 
of  public  instruction  and  was  the  only 
candidate  of  his  party  who  succeeded  in 
winning  election  that  year.  After  serving 
for  one  year,  however,  the  election  was 
declared  void  and,  going  before  the  peo- 
ple, he  was  re-elected,  but  on  account  of 
some  informalities  in  the  ballots — the  bal- 
lots being  variously  printed  Harland  and 
Harlin  instead  of  Harlan — the  office  was 
given  to  his  opponent. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Harlan  was  in 
1848  admitted  to  the  bar  and  practiced 
law  successfully  at  Iowa  City  until  1853, 
when  he  was  elected  the  first  president  of 
the  Iowa  \\'esleyan  University  and  re- 
moved to  Mount  Pleasant,  which  he  made 
his  place  of  residence  until  his  death  in 
1899.  Under  his  able  administration  the 
business  of  the  university  was  financially 
successful.  When  he  was  called  to  the 
presidency  the  school  was  known  as  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Collegiate  Institute  and 
it  was  largely  through  his  influence  and 
ability  as  an  executive  that  it  was  re- 
organized and  the  name  changed  to  the 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University,  Mr.  Harlan 
becoming  the  first  president  of  the  newly 
organized  institution.  His  administra- 
tion was  brief,  however,  for  in  1855,  after 
two  vears'  service,  he  was  elected  to  the 
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of  his  active  life  was  spent  in  the  pubhc 
United  States  senate  and  the  remainder 
service,  but  his  loyahy  to  the  college 
never  failed  and  the  Wesleyan  University 
bears  the  imprint  of  his  individuality, 
ability  and  co-operation  more  than  that  of 
any  other  man. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  a 
man  of  his  breadth  of  vision,  thorough- 
ness of  research  and  wide  reading  to  have 
remained  cjuietly  at  home  without  exert- 
ing a  strong  influence  on  public  thought 
and  action.  He  studied  closely  the  socio- 
logical, economic  and  political  questions 
of  the  times  and  as  early  as  1848  had 
become  known  as  a  campaign  speaker  in 
the  state  of  Iowa,  delivering  addresses  in 
support  of  General  Taylor  in  1848.  In 
1849  he  declined  the  candidacy  for  the 
state  senate  and  in  1850  the  Whig  nomi- 
nation for  governor.  It  seemed  that  he 
had  no  strong  political  aspirations  in 
early  life,  but  the  fact  that  his  party 
wished  him  to  become  its  standard  bearer 
shows  that  he  was  early  prominent.  In 
1855,  however,  he  became  a  candidate  and 
was  elected  to  the  United  States  senate. 
His  first  speech  in  the  senate,  made  March 
27,  1856,  was  on  the  admission  of  Kansas 
into  the  Union.  He  had  prepared  this 
with  great  care  and  it  deeply  impressed 
the  older  members  of  the  Senate.  He  had 
taken  his  seat  in  the  upper  house  of  the 
national  legislature  in  March,  1856,  and 
he  served  until  the  end  of  that  session. 
In  the  re-assembling  of  the  senate  in  the 
session  of  1856-7  his  seat  was  declared 
vacant,  the  majority  according  that  he 
was  not  regularly  elected  by  the  Iowa  leg- 
islature. Returning  home,  the  legislature 
being  then  in  session,  he  was  re-elected 
and  returned  to  Washington,   where  he 


served  out  his  term.  In  May,  1861,  he 
was  again  chosen  for  a  second  term  of 
six  years,  but  resigned  in  1865,  having 
been  chosen  by  President  Lincoln  as  a 
member  of  his  cabinet  at  the  beginning  of 
his  second  term.  One  who  knew  Senator 
Harlan  well  said,  "No  American  perhaps 
certainly  no  president,  had  a  clearer,  more 
intuitive  insight  into  the  character  and 
ability  of  public  men  than  had  Abraham 
Lincoln.  This  great  and  good  man  did 
not  fail  to  note  the  peculiar  power  and 
natural  statesmanship  of  Harlan  and  he  ex- 
emplified his  faith  in  him  by  calling  him 
to  the  portfolio  of  the  interior  soon  after 
its  creation  as  a  co-ordinant  department 
in  the  aflfairs  of  the  nation.  James  Har- 
lan had  the  natural  instincts  and  intuiti^'e 
perceptions  of  the  statesman  from  his 
youth.  The  easy  grasp  and  broad  com- 
prehension of  all  the  deeper  problems  of 
state  which  he  exhibited  in  his  early  years 
marked  him  as  a  rising  star  and  unusual 
force  in  the  senate  of  the  L^nited  States 
and  no  one  was  quicker  or  surer  to  dis- 
cern these  commanding  faculties  than  the 
"great  commoner,"  who  was  called  to  the 
presidency  during  the  period  of  the  Civil 
war.  His  greatness  was  always  apparent. 
His  very  presence,  his  easy,  simple  dig- 
nity, his  composed  and  all  but  gentle  man- 
ner, marked  him  as  of  superior  mold  and 
of  great  strength  of  character.  His  great- 
ness was  instinctive  and  apparent.  The 
depth  and  dignity  of  his  mind  impressed 
all  at  first  sight.  A  feeling  of  deference, 
of  being  in  the  presence  of  strength  and 
sincerity  and  power,  took  instant  posses- 
sion of  all  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be 
the  possessor  of  his  personal  acquaintance 
and  friendship.  This  was  not  so  much 
an  impression  of  alertness  as  of  strength. 
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Although  no  detail  escaped  his  attention 
and  he  was  equipped  with  a  wonderful 
wealth  of  especial  information  his  great- 
est gift  was  in  close,  clear,  simple,  logical 
analysis.  A  question  once  investigated, 
once  considered  and  discussed  by  Harlan, 
was  exhausted.  His  conclusions  were  ir- 
resistibly and  usually  final  in  the  consid- 
eration of  any  subject  he  chose  to  inves- 
tigate." 

When  Mr.  Harlan  retired  from  the 
position  of  cabinet  officer  he  was  again 
elected  to  the  United  States  senate  and 
served  from  March,  1867,  until  March, 
1873.  During  his  service  in  the  senate 
he  was  an  industrious  and  influential 
member,  serving  on  some  of  the  most 
important  committees  and  as  chairman  of 
a  number  of  these.  He  was  known  for 
his  influence  in  securing  the  passage  of 
"great  measures"  and  was  very  instru- 
mental during  the  reconstruction  period. 
He  was  also  responsible  for  many  effec- 
tive and  beneficial  measures  having  to  do 
with  southern  conditions.  After  he  be- 
came chairman  of  the  committee  on  public 
lands  he  exerted  a  powerful,  even  control- 
ling, influence  in  shaping  the  policy  of  the 
government  in  disposing  of  the  public  do- 
main in  such  a  manner  as  to  advance  the 
public  interests  of  the  frontier  settlers  and 
especially  the  cause  of  education.  He  also 
did  a  noble  work  on  the  committee  of 
agriculture. 

After  leaving  the  senate  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1873,  Senator  Harlan  took  no 
official  part  in  public  affairs  until  the  sum- 
mer of  1882,  when  he  was  appointed  a 
udge  of  the  court  of  claims  in  the  cele- 
brated Alabama  case  and  on  the  death  of 
presiding  judge  Wells  he  was  appointed 
by    President    Arthur    as    the    presiding 


judge  of  said  court,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  until  the  business  of  the  court  was 
concluded  June  i,  1885. 

Senator  Harlan  was  married  in  Octo- 
ber, 1845,  to  Miss  Ann  Eliza  Peck,  who 
died  at  Old  Point  Comfort,  Virginia, 
September  4,  1884,  after  almost  thirty- 
nine  years  of  married  life  and  was  buried 
in  Forest  Home  cemetery,  where  Senator 
Harlan  was  later  laid  by  her  side.  Of 
four  children  born  to  them  only  one  now 
survives,  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Robert  T. 
Lincoln,  of  Chicago. 

On  his  retirement  from  the  position  of 
presiding  judge  Senator  Harlan  returned 
to  ]\Iount  Pleasant,  where  he  had  a  fine 
old  country  home  opposite  the  campus  of 
the  Iowa  ^^'esleyan  University  and  there 
he  lived  retired  from  the  exciting  and  ex- 
acting duties  of  an  active  official  life. 
Here  we  was  near  the  educational  work 
which  was  so  dear  to  his  heart,  for  he 
always  regarded  the  Wesleyan  University 
as  a  foster  child.  His  was  a  familiar  fig- 
ure about  the  campus  for  many  years  and 
fortunate  was  the  student  who  obtained 
an  insight  into  his  character.  There  was 
that  indefinable  something  which  tells  us 
we  are  in  the  presence  of  a  great  man  and 
none  knew  him  but  to  admire  and  respect 
him  for  his  true  greatness.  In  an  esti- 
mate of  his  character  it  will  be  seen  that 
many  strong  elements  were  manifest.  He 
was  a  conservative  man  who  must  be  re- 
garded as  a  statesman,  always  striving  to 
build  up  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  and 
to  insure  a  continuous  national  progress, 
believing  that  nations,  like  men,  cannot 
stand  still ;  they  must  go  forward  or  back- 
ward ;  but  they  cannot  go  backward  with- 
out decay,  therefore  it  is  imperative  that 
they  go  forward.     He  was  conspicuous 
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as  a  public  officer  who  was  always  at  his 
post  of  duty  and  always  at  work.  No  man 
ever  represented  Iowa  who  was  more 
faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the 
people.  His  mental  characteristics  were 
of  the  solid  and  practical  rather  than  of 
the  ostentatious  and  brilliant  order.  He 
was  essentially  strong  in  intellect  and  ca- 
pable of  reaching  safe,  reasonable  and 
prudent  conclusions.  In  the  long  and 
crowded  line  of  illustrious  men  of  whom 
Iowa  is  justly  proud  the  public  lite  of  few 
others  has  extended  over  as  long  a  period 
as  his  and  certainl}^  the  life  of  none  has 
been  more  varied  in  service,  more  con- 
stant in  honor,  more  fearless  in  conduct 
or  more  stainless  in  reputation. 


THE  MOUNT  PLEASANT  REPUB- 
LICAN. 

The  Mount  Pleasant  Republican,  the 
leading  newspaper  of  Henry  county,  now 
ably  edited  and  conducted  by  Frank  P. 
Porter,  was  established  in  1899  by  Hardin 
Tribby,  who  conducted  it  for  a  year,  when 
he  sold  out  to  a  stock  company,  consisting 
of  Capt.  W.  Beckwith,  Dr.  A.  W.  Mc- 
Clure,  Ex-Governor  Newbold,  Sol  Cav- 
anee,  and  J.  M.  Button.  Captain  Beck- 
with owned  the  controlling  interest  and 
afterward  purchased  the  shares  of  all  of 
the  other  stockholders  save  Doctor  Mc- 
Clure.  In  1901  Frank  P.  Porter  took 
charge  of  this  paper  as  manager  and  has 
so  continued  to  the  present  writing,  in 
1906.  This  is  an  eight-page  paper,  pub- 
lished weekly,  is  the  organ  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  Henry  county,  and  has  the 


largest  circulation  of  any  journal  pub- 
lished in. this  section  of  the  state.  Since 
Mr.  Porter  assumed  control,  modern  ap- 
pliances and  equipments,  known  to  the 
printing  art,  have  been  introduced  and 
this  is  now  the  best  equipped  newspaper 
office  in  the  county,  having  splendidly  im- 
proved presses  and  all  facilities  for  the 
issuance  of  a  paper  that  is  an  excellenu 
specimen  of  the  perfection  to  which  the 
printer's  art  has  attained.  A  large  job 
department  is  conducted  with  a  liberal 
patronage,  and  the  circulation  of  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Republican  is  larger  than 
that  of  any  other  paper  in  Henry  county. 
It  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  wields  a  wide  influence  for 
progress.  It  stands  as  the  champion  of 
those  interests  which  are  matters  of  civic 
virtue  and  civic  pride,  labors  for  general 
improvement  and  progressive  develop- 
ment and  through  the  dissemination  of 
general  and  local  news  makes  a  thor- 
ouo-hlv  readable  and  eniovable  sheet. 


MOUNT   PLEASANT    PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 

The  Mount  Pleasant  Public  Library, 
which  in  February,  1905,  was  installed  in 
a  beautiful  new  home,  the  gift  of  Andrew 
Carnegie,  had  its  beginning  in  the  early 
years  of  the  city's  development.  The 
first  library  movement  in  Mount  Pleasant 
was  started  in  1844,  just  ten  years  after 
the  first  settlement  was  made  in  Henry 
county  by  white  men.  Nine  young  men, 
Morton  Munger,  John  Grantham,  Samuel 
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Nelson,  J.  E.  Payne,  Nelson  Lathrop, 
John  Craig,  J.  C.  Hall,  James  Walmsley 
and  Alvin  Sanders  formed  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Lyceum,  which  was  incorporated 
February  14,  1844  "to  establish  a  library 
and  scientific  apparatus,  the  cultivation  of 
the  arts  and  sciences  and  the  diffusion  of 
useful  knowledge."  The  second  attempt 
toward  establishing  a  libraiy  was  made 
about  1855,  when  Dr.  ^^'illiam  B.  Cham- 
berlain removed  from  Burlington  to 
]Mount  Pleasant  and  gave  eight  hundred 
tooks  for  a  public  libraiw.  These  for  a 
time  were  taken  care  of  by  different  young- 
men  of  the  city.  A  third  attempt  was 
made  soon  after  the  war  by  seven  young 
men  who  organized  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  to  establish  a  li- 
brary and  reading  room  and  conduct  a 
course  of  lectures.  They  took  charge  of 
the  Chamberlain  lil^rary  and  invested  two 
hundred  and  ten  dollars  in  new  books  but 
their  lecture  course  did  not  prove  profit- 
able and  they  sold  their  new  books  at  auc- 
tion to  pay  their  debts  and  boxed  the  Cham- 
berlain library.  In  1872  some  ladies  of  the 
city  fonned  a  reading  circle  for  mutual 
improvement  and  in  connection  with  it 
a  Ladies  Lecture  Association.  This  as- 
sociation brought  to  Mount  Pleasant  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  speakers  of  the 
country,  including  such  men  as  Frederick 
Douglas,  Wendell  Phillips,  Carl  Schurtz. 
Theodore  Tilton,  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
John  C.  Saxe,  C.  D.  B.  Mills  and  Bronson 
Alcott.  In  1875  the  Ladies  Lecture  As- 
sociation was  merged  into  the  Ladies  Li- 
brary Association  and  thus  began  a  work 
which  was  continued  with  great  courage 
by  the  ladies  in  the  face  of  great  difiiicul- 
ties  and  obstacles  until  the  city  of  Mount 


Pleasant  voted  to  establish  a  new  public 
library.  The  ladies  had  no  funds  save 
what  they  could  raise  by  courses  of  lec- 
tures and  by  public  entertainments.  Dur- 
ing the  years  the  city  council  was  several 
times  asked  to  make  the  library  a  free  city 
institution  and  when  they  refused  the  la- 
dies resolutely  again  took  up  the  work  of 
continuing  their  library,  charging  only 
such  fees  as  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
help  with  the  expense. 

It  was  not  until  1901  that  the  city  coun- 
cil resolved  to  put  the  matter  to  vote  at 
the  general  election.  The  minutes  of  the 
Ladies  Library  Association,  February, 
1901,  show  that  the  following  resolution 
was  passed  and  sent  to  the  council :  "To 
the  Honorable  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa :  We, 
the  undersigned  residents  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Iowa,  would  respectfully  represent  to 
your  honorable  body  that  our  city  is  in 
need  of  a  free  public  librar}^,  open  at  all 
reasonable  times  to  the  public;  that  the  in- 
fluence  of  such  an  institution  would  be 
beneficial  in  every  way;  and  that  such  an 
institution  would  broaden  the  intellectual 
life  of  Mount  Pleasant  and  elevate  the 
moral  standard  of  the  community.  We 
would  also  represent  that  the  members  of 
the  Ladies  Librar}'  Association  of  Mount 
Pleasant  have  expressed  a  willingness  to 
make  their  library  a  part  of  a  free  public 
librar}^.  if  a  free  public  library  is  estab- 
lished upon  a  proper  basis  and  along 
proper  lines.  We  therefore  feel  that  this 
suggestion  from  the  Ladies  Library  As- 
sociation is  an  opportunity  which  the  citi- 
zens of  Mount  Pleasant  cannot  afford  to 
neglect.  Others  cities  less  able  than 
Mount  Pleasant  have  taken  this  step  and 
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no  city  having  a  free  public  library  would 
now  willingly  surrender  the  same.  We 
feel  that  the  importance  of  this  matter  can 
not  be  overestimated  and  that  it  will  meet 
the  approval  of  all  lovers  of  education 
and  of  all  who  feel  that  the  general  intelli- 
gence of  the  community  would  be  pro- 
moted. 

"\\>.  therefore,  petition  your  honor- 
able body  to  submit  to  the  electors  of 
Mount  Pleasant  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion of  the  city  the  question  whether  the 
city  of  Mount  Pleasant  shall  provide,  form 
and  maintain  a  free  public  libraiw." 

The  cjuestion  was  submitted  to  the  vot- 
ers in  ]March,  1901,  and  passed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  four,  which  was  probably  taken 
as  an  excuse  by  the  council  of  letting  the 
matter  drop,  but  expert  legal  authority 
stated  that  this  small  majority  was  as 
binding  as  a  greater  one  would  have  been. 
In  July,  1 90 1,  a  formal  offer  of  the  ladies 
library  was  made  to  the  city  council  as 
a  nucleus  for  the  free  public  library  which 
it  was  empowered  to  establish  and  main- 
tain. Two  conditions  were  attached  to 
the  gifts — the  first  that  the  library  should 
be  open  to  the  public  six  days  during  each 
week,  and  second  that  the  Ladies  Library 
Association  should  be  recognized  by  "the 
appointment  of  three  or  more  of  its  ac- 
tive members  on  the  board  of  trustees  as 
appointed  by  the  mayor  from  time  to 
time."  These  conditions  were  accepted 
bv  the  council  and  in  Januar}-.  1902,  the 
association  turned  over  to  the  city  council 
"in  trust  for  the  use  of  said  free  public 
library  and  for  no  other  purpose"  prop* 
erty  including  six  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  worth  of  furniture 
and  books  valued  at  four  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars,  not  includ- 


ing a  large  number  of  valuable  rare  edi- 
tions and  unclassified  books.  This  was 
the  real  beginning  of  the  free  public  li- 
brary of  Mount  Pleasant.  The  mayor  ap- 
pointed the  first  board  of  trustees  and  from 
time  to  time  additions  were  made  to  the 
stock  of  books  and  the  improvement  has 
since  been  carried  on  in  the  library.  Early 
in  1903  Mr.  Kopp  opened  up  correspond- 
ence with  Andrew  Carnegie,  and  ulti- 
mately succeeded  in  securing  a  donation  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars  for  library  pur- 
poses which  was  used  for  the  construction 
of  the  building,  while  three  thousand  dol- 
lars was  raised  by  the  Ladies  Library  As- 
sociation among  the  citizens  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  site.  A  lot  was  secured  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Madison  streets  and 
the  work  was  carried  steadily  forward  un- 
til Mount  Pleasant  has  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive library  buildings  of  Iowa.  Suit- 
able dedicatory  services  were  held  in  Feb- 
uary,  1905,  the  library  being  open  for  the 
reception  of  the  public  in  the  afternoon, 
while  services  were  held  in  the  evening  at 
the  Methodist  church.  Certainly  the 
credit  of  this  institution,  of  which  every 
citizen  of  Mount  Pleasant  should  justly 
be  proud,  should  be  given  to  the  members 
of  the  Ladies  Library  Association. 


IOWA    WESLEYAN    UNIVERSITY. 

Iowa  Wesleyan  University  had  its  be- 
ginning in  the  early  forties  of  the  of  the 
last  century,  probably  in  '41  or  '42.  The 
young  school  was  named  Mt.  Pleasant 
Collegiate  Institute,  and  was  chartered  by 
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an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  Territory 
of  Iowa,  which  act  was  approved  by  the 
territorial  governor,  Lucas,  March  15, 
1844.  The  Iowa  Conference  was  organ- 
ized at  Iowa  City  on. the  14th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1844,  and  the  trustees  of  the  Insti- 
tute sought  to  have  the  new  Conference 
accept,  govern,  control,  and  direct  their 
material  and  educational  interests.  At  the 
session  of  the  Conference  in  August, 
1849,  I-  I-  Stewart,  Alcinus  Young,  Jo- 
seph McDowell,  Erastus  Lathrop,  and  D. 
N.  Smith  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
negotiate  with  the  trustees  to  the  end 
named.  On  the  nth  day  of  September, 
1849,  this  committee,  for  and  on  behalf 
of  the  Conference,  accepted  the  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant Collegiate  Institute,  under  the  follow- 
ing form  of  agreement:  "That  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Collegiate  Institute  shall  be  rec- 
ognized as  our  Conference  University, 
and  that  we  as  a  Conference  will  give  the 
above-named  Institute  our  perpetual  pat- 
ronage,  etc." 

In  1855  by  act  of  the  legislature  the 
name  was  changed  to  Iowa  W'esleyan 
University.  The  first  president  of  the  In- 
stitute was  Aristides  J.  Heustis.  The  first 
president  of  the  University  was  James 
Harlan. 

The  material  beginnings  of  the  insti- 
tute are  interesting.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Col- 
legiate Institute,  held  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  March  11,  1843,  ''for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  propositions  and  pledges  of 
donations  of  land  for  a  site  for  the  build- 
ings of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Collegiate  In- 
stitute," the  following  donations  of  land 
were  pledged:  First,  John  Jones,  "four 
acres  from, the  south  end  of  his  land  in 


such  form  as  to  connect  the  national  road 
and  Main  street;"  second,  J.  C.  Hall,  "six 
acres  from  the  north  end  of  his  land  con- 
necting also  the  national  road  and  Main 
street;  and  in  this  gift  he  liquidates  his 
subscription;"  third,  Samuel  Brazzleton, 
"five  acres  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street 
and  directly  east  of  the  ten  acres  donated 
by  Messrs.  Jones  and  Hall,  and  of  the 
same  width  on  Main  street;"  fourth,  Peter 
Smith,  "(in  lieu  of  his  subscription)  five 
acres  west  of  the  national  road  and  di- 
rectly west  of  the  ten  acres  donated  by 
Messrs.  Jones  and  Hall,  and  of  the  same 
width  on  the  national  road.  And  in  all 
these  proposals  it  is  contemplated  that  a 
street  forty  feet  in  width  on  the  north  and 
south  lines  be  included  in  the  donations." 

With  this  contract  executed,  three  days 
after  the  contract  whereunder  he  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  president  of  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  Collegiate  Institute,  President 
Heustis  as  chief  executive  began  the  work 
for  which  he  had  crossed  the  Mississippi. 
He  had  come  from  the  far  East  to  found  a 
Methodist  institution  of  learning.  His 
task  was  begun,  and  already  his  hopes 
were  seeing  fruition.  The  association  of 
which  he  w^as  president  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  twenty  acres  of  raw  prairie 
land,  pledged  in  good  faith. 

In  the  early  months  of  his  administra- 
tion Iowa's  pioneer  college  building  was 
begun.  It  was  enclosed  and  occupied  in 
1844,  and  is  still  in  commission,  having 
done  duty  first  as  a  school  building  and 
president's  residence;  later  as  a  recitation 
building,  and  for  many  years  past  was  a 
Conservatory  of  Music.  It  has  been  in 
service  for  one  and  sixty  years,  and 
though  plain  and  unpretentious,  it  is  still 
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a  substantial,  reliable  structure. 

Space  will  forbid  a  befitting  charac- 
terization of  the  splendid  line  of  men  who 
have  served  as  presidents — Heustis,  Mc- 
Dowell, Nelson.  Gray,  McDonald,  Har- 
lan, Berry,  Elliott,  Jocelyn,  Spaulding, 
Holmes.  Wheeler,  McFarland,  Stafford, 
Blakeslee,  Hancher. 

Dr.  Elliott's  service  as  president  of 
Iowa  \^*esleyan  covered  two  terms.  The 
first  was  November  26,  1857,  to  June  22, 
1861,  and  the  second  June  23,  1863,  to 
September  26,  1866.  In  the  interim  be- 
tween these  two  presidencies,  during  the 
trying  days  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
he  was  editor  of  the  Central  Christian 
Advocate.  St.  Louis,  to  which  position 
the  General  Conference  of  i860,  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  had  elected  him.  He 
was  bold,  daring,  aggressive,  and  some- 
times defiant  in  the  Union  cause.  He 
earned  for  himself  the  name  of  War  Edi- 
tor. Charles  Elliott  was  great  as  a  thinker 
and  writer.  His  executive  ability  was 
good,  and  on  pulpit  and  platform  his  was 
an  utterance  sturdy,  convincing,  com- 
manding, and  long  to  be  remembered.  • 

James  Harlan  was  president  from  1853 
to  1855.  In  1869  he  again  took  the  presi- 
dency of  Iowa  Wesleyan,  to  serve  for  a 
year,  when  he  again  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion. On  the  28th  of  June,  1898,  full  of 
3'ears  and  honors.  Senator  Harlan  ac- 
cepted the  chancellorship  of  the  university, 
in  which  position  he  continued  until  his 
death.  Iowa  Wesleyan  owes  more  to  this 
good  man  than  to  any  other.  He  gave 
forty-six  years  of  service  to  the  board  of 
trustees.  J\lany  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee.  Altogether 
he  was  president  three  years,  and  chan- 


cellor sixteen  months.  In  all  these  ca- 
pacities his  counsels  were  valuable,  his 
service  able,  his  purse  generous,  his  sacri- 
fice ready,  and  his  love  lavish  for  this  old 
college  that  filled  such  a  large  place  in 
his  life.  A  late  emphasis  upon  his  love  and 
loyalty  was  shown  in  two  subscriptions 
aggregating  $12,000,  which  he  made  but 
a  short  while  before  his  death,  October 
5,   1899. 

It  seems  eminently  fitting  that  this  no- 
ble and  worthy  man,  whose  sacrifice  for 
this  institution  through  forty-five  contin- 
uous years  testified  a  devotion  unusual 
and  intense,  should  have  had  official  con- 
nection in  the  evening  time  of  his  life. 
Sweet  of  spirit,  genial  of  disposition,  in- 
terested to  the  last  in  the  welfare  of  the 
humblest  student  registered  in  any  de- 
partment of  the  college,  this  official 
recognition  gave  him  pleasure  and  Wes- 
leyan distinguished  honor.  Born  in  1820, 
graduated  from  Indiana  Asbury  in  1845, 
president  first  in  1853,  again  in  1869,  and 
chacellor  in  1898-99,  James  Harlan  left 
the  impress  of  his  vigorous  young,  man- 
hood and  the  benediction  of  his  ripened 
and  mellowed  life  at  its  maturity  upon 
Iowa  Wesleyan  University. 

As  the  years  rolled  on  the  philosophic 
and  erudite  Spaulding  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  University,  and  many  are 
the  students  of  those  years  who  took  with 
them  the  impress  of  his  fine  and  forceful 
soul.  He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  J.  T. 
McFarland,  whom  the  ]\Iethodist  world 
now  knows.  Brainy  and  businesslike, 
with  heart  and  head  mingling  in  his  work 
in  the  right  proportions,  he  gave  to  Iowa 
Wesleyan  one  of  the  best  administrations 
of  its  history.     Then  came  Stafford,  the 
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genial  gentleman,  builder  of  buildings 
and  builder  of  character.  University 
chapel,  and  Elizabeth  Hershey  Hall,  and 
many  things  not  material  stand  as  memo- 
rials of  his  prowess  and  purpose.  Then 
Blakeslee  from  the  east  was  at  the  helm 
for  a  year,  zealous  and  courageous. 

On  March  13,  1901,  Dr.  John  W. 
Hancher.  then  pastor  of  the  M.  E.  church 
at  Herkimer,  Xew  York,  was  elected 
president.  He  entered  upon  his  duties 
early  in  May  of  that  year. 

President  Hancher  was  formally  inau- 
gurated Wednesday,  June  11,  1901. 
Straightway  he  began  organization  look- 
ing to  freedom  from  debt.  Two  and  one- 
third  years  later  $100,000  had  been  raised 
with  which  to  free  Iowa  Wesleyan  from 
debt.  Her  debt  is  now  less  than  $20,000 
and  the  resources  for  meeting  this  are 
ample  and  interest-earning. 

President  Hancher  brought  to  Iowa 
\\^esleyan  fourteen  years'  experience  in 
school  work,  six  of  them  in  the  public 
schools  where  he  began  his  public  career 
as  a  teacher,  and  eight  of  them  as  college 
president.  He  loves  his  work  and  de- 
votes himself  to  it  with  untiring  zeal.  For 
the  more  than  four  years  of  his  presi- 
dency he  has  been  constant  in  his  serv- 
ice at  ^^'esleyan.  except  the  month  of 
May,  1904,  in  which  he  served  his  Con- 
ference as  one  of  their  chosen  delegates 
to  the  General  Conference  at  Los  Angeles. 
He  regrets  that  the  executive  demands 
prevent  his  more  intimate  relation  with 
the  students,  for  he  loves  the  students  and 
the  classroom.  But  general  repairs  are 
greatly  needed  and  much  larger  endow- 
ment is  essential ;  and  to  these  ends  he  will 
address  his  thought  and  effort  as  soon  as 
the  emergency  fund  of  $6,000  per  year. 


now  being  raised  as  a  guarantee  against 
deficits  in  the  current  expenses,  shall  have 
been  completed.  During  his  administra- 
tion the  student  body  has  increased  in 
numbers,  the  range  of  subjects  has  wid- 
ened, libraries  and  laboratories  have  been 
classified  and  better  equipped  and  the  fac- 
ulty enlarged  and  greatly  strengthened. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  two  of  our 
bishops,  and  by  others,  that  Wesleyan's 
campus  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  the 
country  over.  Its  natural  beauty  is  mag- 
nified by  the  splendid  buildings  that  have 
been  added  as  the  years  have  passed.  The 
tenth  anniversary  was  signalized  by  the 
erection  of  the  main  hall  under  President 
Harlan.  The  German  Main  building  was 
built  in  1873.  The  splendid  chapel,  con- 
taining the  finest  college  auditorium  in 
the  state,  was  erected  in  1893.  Elizabeth 
Hershey  Hall,  the  home  for  young 
women,  the  gem  of  the  group,  was  opened 
in  1897.  And  last,  the  German  Chapel 
was  added  in  1903.  In  all  they  make  a 
group  of  six,  commodious  and  comfort- 
able, adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  growing 
institution. 

Wesle3^an's  alumni  list  is  not  over  large 
as  to  numbers,  but  it  is  worthy.  Indeed, 
the  presumption  is  that  the  old  institu- 
tion's progeny  is  large  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  their  work  and  influence  are  out 
of  all  proportion  to  their  numbers.  Wes- 
leyan's students  through  the  years  have 
gotten  something  at  the  old  fountain  that 
has  stayed  with  them,  and  steadied  them 
in  their  trials  and  triumphs. 

Iowa  Wesleyan,  oldest  of  the  colleges 
of  the  trans-Mississippi  country  outside 
of  Missouri,  has  taken  a  new  lease  of  life 
and  is  in  a  position  for  better  work  and 
larger  achievements  than  she  has  ever 
vet  known. 
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